




















— HMaxe u noayMaTh CTpalllHO, KaK Mbl MOKMHEM 31echb Ce-
pyio Llleiiky ogHy,— moBTOpsizia ¥ TKa co cje3aMu.— Bce yeTor,
a OHa OCTaHeTcsA OAHa-oauHEmeHbKa. Ila, coBceM oaHa... Ml
yJIETHM Ha IOT, B TEIUIO, a OHA, OeqHsAXKa, 31eCh OyeT MEP3HYTh...
Beap oHa Hamia g04Yb, M Kak s €€ mobmo, Moo Cepyio Illeiiky!
3Haelb, CTapUK, OCTAHYCb-Ka si C Hei 3MMOBATb 3[1€Ch BMECTE...

— A gpyrue petu?

— Te 3m0poBbl, 000OHAYTCA U Oe3 MeHs.

Cene3eHpb Bcerga CTapaJjiCsi 3aMATb pa3roBop, Koraa peyb 3a-
xoauia o Cepoii Illeiike. KoHeuHO, OH TOXe MOOMA €€, HO 3aueM
)Xe HalpacHO TPeBOXHTb ce0a? Hy, ocTaHercs, Hy, 3aMEP3HET, —
)XXaJjb, KOHEYHO, a BCE-TaKH HHUYEro He mnogesaemb. HakoHel,
HY)KHO MOAYMaTbh U O JAPYIrHX ZeTaX. JKeHa BEeYHO BOJIHYETCs, a
Hy)KHO CMOTPETb Ha Bellld cepbé3Ho. Cese3eHb Mpo cebs Xasen
JXeHy, HO He TIOHMMaJI B MOJIHOW Mepe €€ MaTEPUHCKOIO ropsi. Y X
sydie ObLo OB, ecyu OBl Toraa JIuca coscem cbesa Cepyio Ileii-
Ky,— Be/ib BCE paBHO OHa J0JKHAa MOTMOHYTb 3UMOIO.
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Crapass YTKa, BBHAY OJM3MBIIEHCS pa3jyKd, OTHOCHJIACH K
Jo4Yepu-KaJeKe C YABOEHHON HEXHOCTBIO. begHsKKa elié He 3Ha-
Jla, 4TO TaKoOe pa3/iyKa ¥ OJAMHOYECTBO, M CMOTpesa Ha cOopsl Apy-
'MX B JIOPOry C JIIOOONBITCTBOM HOBMYKa. IIpaBaa, el MHOrma
[eNan0Ch 3aBUIHO, UYTO €€ OpaThbsi M CECTPBI TaK BECEJIO COOM-
paloTcs K OTJETY, YTO OHU OYAyT OMNATH I'Ie-TO TaM, AaJIeKO-Jalle-
KO, I'Zle He ObIBaeT 3MMHI.

— Bepp Bbl BecHOM BepHéTech? — crnpammBajia Cepas Lleii-
Ka y MaTepu.

— [la, aa, BepHéMCs, Mos aoporas... M onsaTe OyaeM XHUTb
BCE€ BMeCTe.

Ons yreumeHuss HaunHaBIIer 3aaymbiBaTbcsi Cepoit Illeiiku
MaTb pacCKa3aJja €l HeCKOJIbKO TaKHUX XXe CJlyuyaeB, Korjga yTKH
ocTaBa/JuCh Ha 3uMy. OHa OblJIa TMYHO 3HAKOMA C ABYMsI TAKMMH
rapaMH. ‘

— Kak-uubyap, Muiasi, nNpoObEIbCs,— yCIOKauBaJa CTa-
pasi YTka.— CHauaJsa nmocKydyaellb, a IIOTOM NpUBBIKHelb. Ecmn
Obl MOXXHO OBLIO TeOs MEPEHEeCTH Ha TEIUIBIA KJII0Y, YTO M 3MMOIA
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noXap. Boobuie xopoiuero ObUIO Majio, H KOTOPHIA JEHb YXKe
HECJMCh MMMO CTaM II€epeJIETHOM NTULbL... IlepBbIMH TpOHY-
JMChb 0OJIOTHBIE NTHIB, IOTOMYy YTO 00JIOTA yXe€ HauyhHAJHU
3aMep3aTbhb. JloJbllle BCeX OCTaBaJIMCh BoAoIuiaBaiomue. Cepyio
Illeiiky 6oJibllle BCEro oropyas mepesi€T Xypasjei, IOTOMY 4YTO
OHM TaK XXaJOOHO KypJbIKa/JM, TOYHO 3BaJM €& C co0oi. Y Heé
ellé B MepBblii pa3 CXKaJIOCh CepALe OT KaKOro-TO TaMHOIO IMpe-
YyBCTBHS, M OHa JOJI0o IMpPOBOXaJja IJla3aMUd YHOCHUBIIYIOCH
B HebOe XXypaBJIMHYIO CTalo.

«Kak uM, 10XHO ObITh, XOpommo»,— ayMajyia Cepas Illeiika.

JleOenu, rycM M YTKM TOXE HAaYMHAIM I'OTOBHTBCA K OTJETY.
OTaesnbHBIE THE3A COEAMHAINCH B Oosbimue cran. Ctapuie H Obl-
BaJIble NMTULBI YYUIIM MOJOABIX. KaXaoe yTpo 3Ta MOJOAEXD C
BECENILIM KPHUKOM JeJiajia 0oJibliMe NPOryJKH, YTOOBl YKpPEmUThb
KPbLJbsl A1 AAJIEKOTO NepenéTa. Y MHbIE BOXKAKH CHayaJsa o0yya-
JIM OTAEJ/IbHBIE MaPTHH, @ TOTOM BceX BMecTe. CKOJIBKO OBLIO KpH-
Ka, MOJIOAOrO BeceJibsA U pagocT... OgHa Cepas Illeitka He MorJa
NPUHUMATB YYACTHUSA B DTHX MPOryJIKaX ¥ J000BajIaCh HMH TOJBKO
n3ganu. UTo aenaTh, IPUXOANIOCH MUPHTBCS CO CBOEi CyapOOiA.
3aTo KaK OHa IUIaBaJia, Kak Hbipsiial Boja ansi Heé cocraBisiia
BCE.

— HyXHO oTnpaBiasiTbCA... MOpal — rOBOPHJM CTapUKHM BO-
Xaku.— YT0 HaM 3aech XpaTh?

A BpeMms JieTes10, OBICTPO JeTe0... HacTymua u poKoBOJ [IEHb.
Bcsi cTasi cOMnach B OAHY XHMBYIO Kydy Ha peKe. To ObLIO paHHMM
OCEHHMM YTPOM, KOrAa BoJa ellé Obla MOKpPHITa I'yCTHIM TyMa-
HOM. YTHHBIN KOCAK COMWJICS M3 TPEXCOT wITYK. CIABILHO ObUIO
TOJIbKO KpsIKaHbe I'JIaBHBIX BOXaKoB. Ctapas YTka He crnajia BCIO
HOUb,— JTO OblJIa MOCNEAHASA HOYb, KOTOPYIO OHa MPOBOAMJIA
BMecte ¢ Cepoit Illeiikon.

— Thl gepXHCbh BOH OKOJIO TOro Oepera, rae B peky cOeraer
KJIOUMK,— COBETOBajila OHa.— TaM BoJa He 3aMEP3HeT LeJylo
3UMYy...

Cepas Llleiika gep>Kasiacb B CTOPOHE OT KOCsIKa, KaK 4yyXxas...
Ha, Bce ObLIM TaK 3aHATH OOLIMM OTJIETOM, YTO HAa HEE HUKTO HE
obpaiuan BHMMaHMsA. Y cTapoii YTKM H300J1€J1I0Ch BCE CEpALE,
rasaas Ha Oeanyio Cepyio Illeitiky. HeckosibKo pa3 oHa peuniaja
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po cebsi, YTO OCTAHETCS; HO KaK OCTaHEIbCsl, KOTa eCTh APyrue
JE€TH U HYXXHO JIeTeTb BMECTe C KOCAKOM?..

— Hy, Tporail! — rpoMKo CKOMaHAOBaJl TIJIaBHBIA BOXaK,
U CTasi MOJAHAJACh pa30M BBEpX.

Cepas llleiika ocTasiach Ha peke OJHAa U HOJITO IPOBOXKaJja
rja3amMu yjeTaBlIuM KocsAaK. CHayasia Bce JieTeJIM OJHOW >KMBOM
Ky4Yey, a IOTOM BbITSIHYJIMCb B IPaBUJIbHbIM TPEYTrOJbHUK H CKPBI-
JIMCh.

«Heyxenu s1 coBcem onHa? — pymasna Cepas Illeiika, 3asu-
Basichb cie3amu.— Jlydme Obl ObLIO, ecm Obl Torma Jluca MeHs
cbesa...»

I11

Peka, Ha KoTOopo# octanace Cepas llleitika, Beces0o KaTuaach
B ropax, MOKPHITHIX T'yCTBIM JiecoM. MecCTo ObLJIO rilyXoe — M HH-
KaKoro XuJjbsi KpyroM. Ilo yrpam Boja y Oeperos HauMHaja 3a-
Mep3aTh, & AHEM TOHKHMH, KaK CTEKJIO, JIEA TasiJl.

«Heyxe/m Bcsa pexka 3aMép3Her?» — ayMasa Cepas Illejika
C yXacoM.

CKy4HO €1 ObLI0 O{HOI, ¥ OHa BCE iyMaJia PO CBOMX YJIETEB-
mux OpaTheB M cecTép. I'ie-To oHM ceitvac? Baaromnoy4yHo Jim go-
neresu? BcnomuHaloT am npo Heé? BpemeHm OBUIO JOCTAaTOYHO,
yTOoOBI MOAYMaTh 000 BCEM. Y3Hasa OHa M OAMHOYECTBO. Peka
Obl1a yCTa, ¥ XU3Hb COXPAHAJIACh TOJBKO B JIECY, € MOCBUCTHI-
BaJu psAOYMKM, mnpbiraju Oeskd ¥ 3aium. Pa3 co ckyku Cepas
Illeitka 3aOpasach B JieC M CTPAIIHO NEpernyrajach, Koraa u3-nox
KycTa KybapeMm BuijeTen 3as.

— AX, KaK Tel M€HAl Hallyraja, riaynas! — nporosopuJ 3asiL,
HEMHOr0 yCNOKOMBIIKUCh.— [lyma B nATKM yuuia... I 3aueM Tbl
TOJUENIbCS 37eCb! Beap BCce yTKM AaBHO yJIETEJIH...

— S He Mory JjeraTth: JInca MHe KpbUIBIIIKO II€PEKyCUJIa,
Korga si elié Oblia COBCEM MaJIeHbKOI...

— VY x ara mHe JIucal.. Het xyxe 3Bepsa. OHa ¥ 10 MEHs JaB-
HO JoOupaeTcs... Thi 6eperuch e€, 0cob6eHHO KOra peka MoKpoeT-
ca apaoM. Kak pa3 cramnaer...

OHH MO3HAKOMMWJIKCH. 3asfl] ObLI TaKoi Xe 6e33alUTHbIA, KaK
n Cepas Illeiika, ¥ cniacaj CBOIO XXHM3Hb MOCTOSHHBIM OETCTBOM.
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IPUKPBUI €€ 3epKaJbHbIM cTekJoM. Cepas Illeiika Obina B oTuasi-
HMH, TIOTOMY 4YTO He 3aMép3Jia TOJIbKO caMas CeperuHa pPeKH, rae
obOpa3oBasiach IIMPOKas MoJbiHbsA. CBOOOAHOrO MecTa, Iie MOX-
HO OBLIO IJIaBaTh, OCTAaBaJIOCh He 0OJiblle MATHAAUATH CaXXeH.
Oropuenune Cepoit Illeiikn gouuio Ao mociaegHel CTENeHH, KOraa
Ha Oepery moka3anacek Jluca,— 3710 Oblia Ta camas Jluca, KoTo-
pasi mepejoMHsIa €M KpbLJIO.

— A, crapasi 3HaKoMas, 3[paBCTBYi! — JIaCKOBO IIPOroBOPHU-
na Jluca, ocraHaBiMBasiCb Ha Oepery.— JlaBHEHbKO He BHAA-
JUCh... [1o3apaBasiio ¢ 3MMOHA.

— Vxoam, noxanyiicta, i COBCEM He X0uy ¢ ToOO# pa3rosa-
puBath,— oTBeTHsIa Cepasn Lleiika.

— 3JT0 3a MOI0-TO Jlacky! Xopola Xe Thl, HEYero CKa3aTn!..
A BIpoyeM, NP0 MEHs MHOro JMIIHero ropopsAar. CamMu Hajena-
IOT 4TO-HMOyAb, a MOTOM Ha MeEHA M CBaJAT.. Iloka — 1o
CBUJIaHbA!

Korga JInca ybpanace, mpMKOBbLISII 3asill U CKa3al:

— bepernch, Cepasa llleiika: oHa oNsATH HPHAET.

U Cepasn llleitka ToXe HauajJa OOATbCs, KaK Oosyica 3asil
BenHnas naxe He MorJia J000BaTbCsi TBOPMBILMMHUCS KPYyrom Heé
yynecami. HacTynuia yxe Hacrosimiass 3uMa. 3emis Oblaa Io-
KpbITa 0€JI0CHEXXHBIM KOBpoM. He 0cTaBasioch HM OJJHOTO TEMHO-
ro naTHbIKA. [axe roJbsie 6epé3bl, 0JbXH, MBbl U PIOMHDBI y6pa-
JIICh WHEeM, TOYHO CepeOPHCTBHIM MyXOM. A eJiM CIeJIaJMCh ellé
Ba)xHee. OHM CTOS/IM 3acChilIaHHBIE CHETOM, KaK OyaTO HajeM Jo-
poryio Térutyio mwyOy. Jda, 4yAHO, XOPOILIO BT Kpyrom; a 6egHas
Cepas Llleiika 3Hasa TOJBKO OAHO, UYTO 3Ta KpacoTa He JJis HeE,
M TpeleTaJia IPH OJHOM MBICJIH, UTO €€ MOJIbiHbsI BOT-BOT 3aMEp3-
HET ¥ €f HeKyJa 6yn;e'r aeTocA. JInca aeiCTBUTEJIBHO IMPHUIILIA Ye-
pe3 HECKOJIBKO [IHEM, ceJia Ha Oepery M OmsiTb 3aroBopuJa:

— Cockyuunaace 1 o Tede, yrouka... Beixoau cioga; a He Xo-
yellb, TaK 51 caMa K Tebe npuay. S He crecusa...

N JIuca npuHsAIacCh NOJA3TA OCTOPOXKHO IO JIBAY K CaMOH IIO-
JpiHbe. Y Cepoii Llleikn 3amepio cepaue. Ho JInca He Moraa mo-
n06paThCs K caMoi BoJie, IOTOMY 4TO TaM JIEH ObLI ellé OUeHb TO-
HOK. OHa NOJIOXWJa roJIoBy Ha MepeHue Jamnku, 00JM3HyIach
U IpOroBOpHUJIA:
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KOPMHMTBCS M MIOMIPaTh C APYrMMH 3aiiuamu. Mopo3 Obu1 310po0-
Bbli, M 3allibl I'PEJIUCh, I0KOJIaUnBas JalkKy O Jarnky. XOoTHa U XO-
JIOAHO, @ BCE-TAaKHU BecCeJio.

— DBparupl, Oeperurecn! — KPHKHYJI KTO-TO.

JeficTBUTENIHO, OMTACHOCTh Oblla Ha Hocy. Ha onymke seca
CTOSIJI CrOpOJIEHHBIN CTAPUUYOK OXOTHHMK, KOTOPBINM MOAKpAJCs Ha
JIbXKaX COBEPINEHHO HECJBIIIHO M BbBICMAaTPHMBaJl, KOTOPOro Obl
3ailla 3aCTpeJIMTh.

«x, Térnas crapyxe myb6a 6yaeT»,— coobpaxas OH, BHIOM-
pasi caMOro KpymHOro 3auua.

OH pJaXe NPULEJIUJICA U3 PYXbA, HO 3aMlibl €r0 3aMETUJIH U
KHHYJIUCb B JieC, KaK CyMaclle/lIHeE.

— AX, aykaBupl! — paccepamiics CTapuyok.— BoT yxo s
Bac... TOro He MOHMMAIOT, IJIyIbIE, UTO HEJb35 CTapyXe 0e3 myosbl.
He MEp3HyTh Xe eii... A Bl AKMHTHYA He OOMaHeTe, CKOJIbKO HH
OeraiiTe. AKMHTHU-TO TOXHUTpee OyAeT... A cTapyxa AKHHTHYY
BOH KaK Haka3sbiBajia: «Thl, CMOTpH, CTapHK, 0e3 11yObl He IPUXO-
au!» A Bbl CHUIraThb...

CrapuyuoK IyCTHJICS pa3bICKMBAaTh 3aMlieB IO CJeJaM, HO 3aii-
Libl pacChINaJJUCh MO Jecy, Kak ropox. CTapuuoK MOpsiAKOM U3MY-
uMJICSI, 0OpyraJi JIyKaBhIX 3aiilieB M PHUCeJ Ha 6epery peku oTHoX-
HYTb.

— DX, crapyxa, crapyxa, yboexaja Hama myOa! — myman
OoH BcayXx.— Hy, BOT OTAOXHY M MOHAY MCKaTh APYIyIO...

CuguTt cTapuuyoK, ropioet, a TyT, Iiaap, JIuca 1Mo peke moJi-
3€T,— TaK U MOJI3ET, TOYHO KOILKA.

— Te, re, BoT Tak mTyKa! — 00pafoBaJiCi CTapUYOK.—
K cTapyXuHOi-TO 1mybGe BOPOTHMK CaM MOJ3ET.. BuaHo, MUTb
3axo0Tesa, a TO, MOXET, U PHIOKM B3iyMaJia IIOJIOBUTb.

JInca nerCTBUTESbHO MOAMNO0J13J1a K CaMO# NO0JIbIHbE, B KOTOPOH
maaBaja Cepas lllefika, u yinersach Ha jpay. CTapuKOBCKHE IJjla-
3a BUJEJM IUIOXO M uU3-3a JIuchl He 3aMeyasM YTKH.

«Hapo Tak eé 3acTpesmTh, Y4TOOB BOPOTHHKA HE MCIIOPTHTh,—
co000paXkas CTapuK, NpULEeanBasich B JIncy.— A TO BOT Kak CTa-
pyxa Oyzer OpaHHUTBCS, €CJIM BOPOTHHUK-TO B JIbIPbAX OKaXETCS...
ToXe cBOS CHOPOBKa Be3fle HaloOHa, a 6e3 CHAacTH M KJjomna He
yOBEIIbY.
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CTapHuoK J0Jro MpULEIUBaJCA, BBIOMpas MeCTO B OyaylieM
BopoTHHUKe. HakoHel rpsiHyJ BbicTpes. CKBO3b ABIM OT BBICTpEJa
OXOTHHUK BHJEJ, KaK YTO-TO METHYJIOCh Ha JIbAYy,— U CO BCEX HOT
KHHYJICA K TOJIbIHBE; [0 IOPOre OH [iBa pa3a ymaJj, a Koraa go0e-
)KaJl 10 MOJIbIHBH, TO TOJIbKO pa3BEJl pyKaMu,— BOPOTHHMKA Kak
He ObIBaJO, a B MNOJILIHBE IJaBaja OAHA MepemyraHHas Cepas
Ileiika.

— BorT TaKk mTyka! — axHyJ CTapuuokK, pa3Bojs pyKaMH.—
B nepsblit pa3 BUXY, Kak JIuca B yTky ob6patunacek. Hy, n xutép
3BEepb.

— Henywmka, JIuca ybexana,— obbsicuuna Cepas Illeiika.

— VY6exana? Bot Tebe, cTrapyxa, 1 BOPOTHHMK K wmiy6e... Uto
Xe s Tenepb Oyay aenath, a? Hy u rpex Bbiiie... A Thl, TJIymnasi,
3a4yeM TYT IUIaBaellb?

— A 1, geayuika, He MOIJIa yJleTeTb BMeCTe C APYyTUMHU. Y Me-
HA OOHO KPBIJBIIIKO MOMOPYEHO...

— AX, raynas, raynas... [la Beap Thl 3aMEp3Hellb TYT MM
Juca 1eds cpect! Ha...

CrapuyoK noaymMaJi-nogyMaJi, nokayaJs rojloBoM ¥ peuIunI:

— A MBI BOT 4TO ¢ ToOO# caesnaeM: si TeOsi BHyuKaM yHecy.
BoT-TO 00paayIoTcs... A BECHOM Thl CTapyXe fIMYEK HaHEeCELIb aa
YTATOK BbIBeJellb. Tak s roBopwo? BoT To-TO, riaynas...

Crapuuok go6bu1 Cepyio 1lleiiky U3 MOJBIHBM M MOJOXKHUJ 33
nasyxy. «A crapyxe si HUYEro He CKaXy,— cooOpaXkas OH, Ha-
npasasasach goMoi.— IIycTh e€ myb6a ¢ BOPOTHHKOM BMeCTe €lé
noryJisiet B jiecy. ['1aBHOe: BHyUKH BOT KaK 00OpaAyIoTCH...»

3ailbl BCE 3TO BUIEJ/H U Beceso cMeamMcb. Huuero, crapyxa
¥ Oe3 myObl Ha MEYKe He 3aMEP3HET.
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