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KM, & YAaB, CIOHEHOK W MONyrai CAylaju U CMesJIHCh.
Haun caoH€HOK 3anaBan yMHbie BOMPOCHl, a MapThilIKa,
nonyrai u yaas orseyajH. Uau c1oHEHOK M MapThIlLKA
O6paJau yaaBa M KPYTHJH, Kak CKaKaJKy, a nonyra# npbi-
raja yepe3 Hero. U Bcem OblLI0 Beceso, 0CO6eHHO YAABY.
Caonénok, nonyraii, ynas H MapThillKa Bceraa pajo-
BAJHCb, YTO OHH 3HAKOMbBl ApPYr ¢ APYroM H Hrpamwot
BMecte. [loatomMy Bce yAMBHJIHCH, KOrja MapThIK1
OfHAXJbl CKa3aJha:

— AX, Kak XaJb, YTG Mbl 3HAKOMbl APYT ¢ Apyrom!

— Pa3Be TeGe He HHTEpeCHO ¢ HaAMH? — ob6uaeJice
nonyrau.

— Her, Bbl MeHsi He MOHAJH! — 3aMaxaJjla pPyKamH
mMapThilika.— S coBcem He TO XoTeaa ckasarb. 51 xoreaa
CKa3aTh: KaK XKaJb, Y4TO Mbl yXke 3HaKOMbi. Bot Obljo
Obl HHTEPECHO HaM BCeM ellé pa3 Mo3HAKOMHTLCA. 51 Obl
C YAOBOJILCTBHEM MO3HAKOMHJAACh C TOOOH, CJIOHEHOK,
Thl TAKOWH BEXKJHBBIH, C TOOOIH, monyra#, Tbl TAKOH YMHDIH,
¢ T06OM, yaas, Thl TAKOH AJHHHbIH.

— KW a,— ckasaa yaas,— ¢ yAOBOJbLCTBHEM MO3Ha-
KOMHUJICA Obl ¢ TOGOH, MapThilIKa, ¢ TOOGOM, CJIOHEHOK,
U ¢ To60H nonyrai.

— M 5,— cKa3aa cJOHEHOK.— C yAOBOJbCTBHEM.

— Ho Beab Mbl yKe 3HAKOMBbI! — nOXKaJ mnJjevyamu
nonyrai.

— Bort a ¥ rosopto,— B310XHysna MapThiluKa.— Kak
Kaab!

— Jpy3pa! — BAPYr ckasaj yaaB M B3MaXHyJ XBO-
cTOM.— A noyemy Gbl HAM He NO3HAKOMHTLCA ewE pa3?

— JlBa pa3a noapsan 3HaKOMHTbCSl HeJdb3s! — cka-
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3aa nonyrad.— Ecau ¢ keM-HHOYAb 3HAKOM, TO 3TO yXKe
HaBceraa. Huuero Tyt He nojaenaelnp.

— A Mbl,— NpeajoXHua CJOHEHOK,— JaBaiTe BO3b-
MEM M NO3HAKOMHMCH CHavaxaa!

— [MpaBuabHo! — cka3aa ynas.— Jlasairte pasoi-
A€Mcsl, a NOTOM CJY4aHHO BCTPETHMCS M NMO3HAKOMHMCH.

— Qit! — 3aBOIHOBAJICA CJAOHEHOK.— A BApPYr Mb
CJy4aifHO He BCTpeTHMcs?

— Hy, 3to-10 Kak pa3 He 6Gepa! — cka3saJ nonyrai.—
Ecan mMbi He BcTperHMcsa cayuadHo, Mbl MOTOM BCTpe-
THMCSl HAPOYHO.

MapTbiinka 3akpbliia pykamu riaa3a M 3akpHuaga:

Pa3, gBa, TpH, yeTbipe, nsiTsh!
Haunnaio Bac ne 3nats!

Pacxoantecs, pazGerafitecs,
YT06bl BCTPETHTLCH ONATH!

Korpa maprbiluka OTKpblja Fa3a, HHKOro He GbLIo.
lMorom u3-3a nepesa Boiilea caOHEHOK. U3 TpaBbl BbINoJ3
yaaB. A u3-nop Kycra Bblae3 nonyrai. Bce no6poxena-
TeJbHO MNOCMOTPEJH APYyFr Ha Apyra M CTaJH 3HAKO-
MHTbCS.

Mapreimika noxaaa nonyraw kpblabimko. IMonyrai
noxaJn cHOHEHKY x060T. C1OHEHOK moxaJa ynaBy XBOCT.
H onu Bce cka3aau apyr apyry: «Bynem 3Hakombi!» A
norom ckasaju: «QueHb MNPUATHO ObLIO MNO3HAKO-
MHUTbCA !»

H sto neiicTBUTENbHO OblJIO TaK MPHSATHO, YTO C TeX
NOp OHH KaXKAbIH 1eHb 3HAKOMHUJIMCb MO ABa pa3a. YTpom,
KOrjJa BCTPEYaJiHCh, H Be4yepOM Ha MpollaHue, nepej TeM,
KaK OTHPAaBHUTbLCSA CNATh.
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Oanaxap nonyrait Xxoiua no Adpuke u cMoTpea no
cropoHaMm. U Bcé nonuman. Ha uro HU nocMOTPUT — BCE
eMy cpa3y scHo. Hanpumep, nocmMoTpuT nonyrai Ha Kak-
TyC U noayMaer: «Ara! JTOT KaKTyC 3aHAT OY€Hb BaXK-
HbiM JeJJOM — OH pPacTéT camM W OTpPallHBaeTr CBOM KO-
awuku». Hau rasuer nonyraii Ha KOKOCOBYI NajbMy,
YBHAMT TaM KOKOCOBbIE OpeXH M MOJAyMaeT: «ITH KOKO-
coBbie opexu 3peloT. Ckopo oHU co3sperot u ynaayr. Ko-
Ky-HHOYAb HAa TOJIOBY>».

Ionyrai Bbilies Ha MOJASHKY H YBHAEJ MapTbIUIKy.
MapTtbitika kapa6kaJaach Ha BbICOKYI0 GHHHKOBYIO NaJb-
My. OHa none3ana 10 cepeiHHbl CTBOJA H O4Y€Hb GBICTPO
cbe3KaJia BHM3.

«Yem 3aHHMaeTcst MapTbillKa? — CNPOCHA caM cebn
nonyrait U TyT Ke cam cebe oTBeTHa: — Maprbika
KaTaetcsi».

— Kataewbcs? — cnipocHa nonyrad MaprhilllKy.
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— Jle3y! — cka3ajsa MapThillKa W CHOBA noJe3Jja
Ha najabmy. OHa onsTb nO6Gpanach A0 CepeMHbI CTBOJIA H
ONsTb O4eHb OLICTPO chexaJsa orryaa BHH3. U none3dna
Ha najabmy eulé pas.

Monyrait nocrosan BHM3Y M NOAOXKAAJ, NOKa Map-
Thilllka CHOBA K HeMy npHexaJa. Toraa oH cnpocHa:

— Ecau Thl Jne3eib, noyeMy Ke Thl KaTaewbcs?

— Cama He noHuMamw! — yAMBHJAChb MapThillKa.—
Mue xouercs ¢HHUKOB, U 51 Je3y BBepX. A noayyaercs—
BXKKHKKIKHK — BHH3!

— Tak-Tak...— 3apymMaJjcs nonyrad.— A Hy, NOKaXH
MYCKYJibi!

Maprbiika coruyja CBOM TOHEHbKHE PYYKH M MOK2Z-
3aJjia nonyraio CBOH LlynJeHbKHe MYCKYJbl.

— Bcé sacHo! — cka3an nonyrah.— Myckyabl HHUKY-
Aa He roasTcs!

— IloueMy 310 He roasTca? — o6uaenacs Mmap-
ThILIKA.

— Caa6ble! — o6bsiciua nonyrait.— Tyr,— nonyrai

nokKa3an Ha BbICOKYH MajabMy, — HYXHb CHJbHbIE
MYCKYJbi!
— A y MeHs...— ucnyrajach) Maprbillka,— APyrux

HeT. TOAbKO 3TH.

— YyxHe MycKyabi TeGe He NnOMOryT! — ckasaa no-
nyraii.— Hano ykpenastb csou . HyXHb cnoprHBHbBIE
ynpaxkHeHus! 3apsaaka!

— 3apaaKka? — yAHBHJIACH MAPTHIILKA.

— CraHb npsiMo! — BeJiea nonyras.

MapTbilika cTana npsMmo.

lfonyrait ckomanpnosan:
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¥npaxuetbe Hayanoch!
Horu Bmecte! Pyku Bpo3b!
Pas, aBa, TpH, yernipe!
Horu Bhite! Pyks wminpe!

Monyrai KomMaHnOBaA, a Maprhillka pa3Boauaa py-
KM B CTOPOHBl H OMyCKaJjla MX BHM3, MOAHHMAJA BBEPX H
npucenana Ha KOpPTOUYKH, MOANPHIrHBaja M XJjonaja B
JIAROIIM HaJ roJOBOM M 3a CIHHOM, Gerana Ha HOCKax M
XO0AMJ1a HA NATKAX M Jeaana ewé MHOro 4ero Apyroro.

— A CcKOpO OHM YKpensiTcs, MYCKYJH? — cnpocHaa
HaKOHEeLL MapThlilIKa, CTOS Ha OXHOM HOre M pa3MaxHBasi
pykaMm.

— Ckopo! — nooGeuan nonyrai.— bypewn nenarb
3apsiaKy Kaxkaoe yTpo H...

— Kaxpoe?!.— nporadyna pasouapoBaHHass Map-
ThIIIKA.

— Kaxpoe ytpo! — noarsepaua nonyrai.— byaeuwn
Aesartb 3apaaKy Kaxnoe yrpo. U ot 3toH 3apaaku to 0y-
Jellb BCE BpeMsl 3aPsiXKaTbCsA, 3aPsKATbCA... A NOTOM —
f6ax! — W craHellb CHILHOH.

— A Heab3s cpa3sy — 6ax? — cnpocHiaa MapThillKa.

— Henb3sn!

— WM a xaxnoe yrpo O6yny nenarb 3apsiiky OaHa?
Mue ke craHeTr CKY4HO! — BO3MYTHJAaChb MapThIIUKA.

— Hy, Moxewb penarb 3apsaaKy ¢ KeM-HHOyAb
BMecTe, paspemna nonyrai.— Tl DAaBail TYyT NOTpPEHH-
py¥cs,— cKasan oH,— a s MOTOM MPHAY U MNOCMOTpIO,
Kak y Te6s noay4aercs.

M nonyrad yweéan. MapTbeiluka HEMHOXKO nonpbiraia
B OHHOYECTBE, 4 NOTOM 3aMEeTHJa, YTO HA Heé ¢ yaAHBJe-
HHEM CMOTPHT BblLIEAIIHH H3 3apociied CIAOHEHOK.
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— Aaaa... C1oHéROK! — 06panoBasach MapThillKa.—
Xouews penath 4TO~-HHGYAL BMeCTE CO MHOM?

— Xouy,— CKa3aJl CJOHEHOK, HEMHOro CMyllasCh.

— TlpekpacHo! Ceiiuac mMbl ¢ To60i1 BMecre... Oynem
aenaarb... 3apaaky'.. Tak! Cranp npsmo!

— 3apaaky? — B310XHyJ CJIOHEHOK U MONATHICS.
Ho 6bi10 yxe no3pHo, MaprhillKa noimMaJja ero 32 Xo-
60t. lipuwwnoceh CNOHEHKY CTATbL NPSAMO.

~— ¥YnpaxHeHbe HauyaJoch! — CKOMaHaoOBaja Map-
ThiliKa.— Horu Bmecre...

U 1yt caonénok ynaa. U naxe nepexyBbipHyJacs Ha
cnuHy.

— Tbl yero? — yauBWJach maproilika.— A Hy, Ja-
Bad cHauasa!

— ¥YnpaxHeHbe Hauaaocs! Horu Bmecre..— Onatb
CKOMaHAoBasa maptbitlka. Ho Kak ToabkOo OHa AomWaa
A0 «HOTH BMeCTe», CJIOHEHOK onsaTb ynaJa. U onate nepe-
KYBBIPHYJICSl HA CIIHHY.

Maprbilka nocmoTpesia Ha CJIOHEHKA C NOAO3PEHHEM.

— Yr1o 310 TH BCE BpeMsi mnanaeiib? — COPOCHAA
oHa.— JLaBHO 3TO ¢ TO6O#?

— HenpaBHO! — yecTHO NpPH3HAJCA CJOHEHOK, J€XKa
Ha cnuHe.— CHauaja Tbl rOBOPHIUb: <YNpaXKHeHbe Ha-
4aJoCh!» — H A NOKa ewé He nManaw. A NOTOM Thi rOBO-
pumb: «Horu BMecte!» — M 1 craBjaio HorH BMecte. M
BOT TYT s nanato. Kaxnawtii pas.

— CrpaHHo! — 3aayManacbh MapTbilKa.

— Maprbilka,— npepjioXna cJOHEHOK, NOAHUMAACH
Ha HOTH,— JlaBail 4 Jy4llle He OyAy AeJqaTb 3Ty 3aPAAKY.
A TO 51 OT 3TOH 3apAAKH BCE BpeMs Nanaio.

— Faynoctn! — ckasana maptoimka.— Ot 3apsajku
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He napaior. CTaHoBHCH ell€ pa3s. YnpaxHeHbe HAYaN0Ch!
Horu BmecTe...— MapThillKa 3aM0J14a/1a K CTaNa XKAATh,
ynanéT CIOHEHOK HAH He ynangér.

«HaBepHo, f1 onaTh ynany»,— NOayMaJ CJAOHEHOK.
“ cpa3y ke noHsaa, uto He ownGCsi. OH NMOHNA 3TO yKe
J€XXa Ha CnHHe.

— Yro 3TO BHI jesaere? — BAPYr pasfajcs roJaoc
yAaBa, KOTOPbIH B 3Ty CaMyl0 MHHYTY HauaJa BbINOJA3aTh
Ha noJasHKy. Yem 3710 BBl 3aiHMaeTeCh? — CAPOCHJ YAAB,
3aKOHYHKB BbINOJ3AThb.

— T[liapaemM! — cKka3aa cAOHEHOK, NMOKayHBasACb Ha
CnuHe u 6oJTast HOramu B BO3ayXe.

— Hy n xak? — cnpocua ynas.— Hpapurca?

— He oueHb,— CKa3zan CJAOHEHOK.

— 3710 Te6e He OueHb,— YTOUHHJ YyAAB,— a Map-
ThilIKe?

— A 5 M He napaio,— cka3ajsa MapTbhilIKa.— 3TO
CJOHEHOK nanaer.

— Ara! — noHsaa ynaB.— A teGe, mapThillika, 3Ha-
YHT, HPABUTCA, KAK OH Najaaer?

— He 10 4TOGLI €ii OueHb HPABHJIOCH,— 3a]yMUKBO
CKa3aJ CNOHEHOK, JéXa Ha CnHHe WU rasias B He6o,— HO
OHA, KaXKeTcs, He NPOTHB... YTOO s najaJg.

— Huuero nogo6Horo! — sakpHuajna maprbilika.—
51 ouenn nporus. UTo6 Thi Nanad.

— CrpanHo! — yausuaca ypas.— Ecan caoHénky
He OYeHb HPABUTCSA NaAaTh, 2 MAPTHILIKA K BOBCe NPOTHB
TOro, 4ro6 OH NanaJj, ToO NoYeMy Ke OH TOraa napaer?
Hy-ka, pacckaxiure mHe BCE ¢ camoro Havaaa! — U ynas
YCTPOHJICSI NOyNOOHeiH, NpeAuyBCTBYsi AOJATHM W 3aHH-
MaTeJbHbIH pacckas.
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— CHauajna s CTaBJI0 HOTM BMecCTe,— paccKasaJ
CJOHEHOK.— A NOTOM nanarw. XoTb MHe U He XOueTcs.

— Tbl cTaBHIL X BMECTE BCe? — Nepecnpocu yaas,
KOTOPbIH MOKa elé HHYero He MOHSAJ, HO YXKe KOe-uyTO
Hayaja noao3peBatb.— Tbl CTAaBHIIbL BMeCTe BCE 4eThbipe
HOru?

— Jla,— cka3saa cnoH€Hok.— Bce.

— Bce ueTbipe HOrH CTaBHTL BMecCTe Helb3si! — BO-
CKJAUKHYA ynaB.— Ot atoro Bcerja najawort. IJTo ecTh
TaKOH 3aKOH NPHPOABI.

— Kakoii 3aKOH? — cnpocujia MapThlKa.

— YecTHO roBopsi,— CMYyTHJCA YAaB,— 1 He OuY€Hb
XOpOWoO MNOMHIO 3TOT 3aKOH, HO 3aTO A NPEKPACHO NOM-
HI0, UTO OT 3TOrO 3aKOHa Bcerja najawT. Kak nocrassrt
BMeECTE BCE YeTblpe HOrM, Tak cpasy u naaamwr. Tak uro
BCe HOTH CTABHTb BMECTE HeJlb34.

— A CKOJbKO MOXHO? — CNPOCHJIa MapThIlUKa.

— ToabkO HeKOTOpble! — OXOTHO OGBSICHHA YIaB,
KOTOpPbIA B rayOuHe AyllH cuuTan cebs OOJblIUM chie-
UHaJAUCTOM no HoraM.— Hanpumep, Toabko 3aaHue. Han
TOJNIbKO nepeaHue.

— H rornpa He naparoT? — CNPOCHA CAOHEHOK.

— Torpa crosit! — noaTBepaun yaas.— A 3aueM BaM
9TO HYXXHO? 3aueM Bbi X CTaBHTE BMeCTe, BallW HOru?

— Hasa 3apaakn! — ckasana maptoiiika.— Mbl ae-
JaeMm 3apsliKy.

¥Ynas cpa3y nputHx. OH ¢ yBaXKeHHeM MOCMOTPea Ha
MapTBHILKY H CJOHEHKA.

— 3apsaakal!.. — MeutaTeqbHO B3AOXHYJ YyAAB.—
Bam xopoumo,— neuasbHO cka3aa OH.— Bbl MOXeTe Ae-
JaThb 3apAaKy.
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— A THI? — BEXJHMBO NMOHHTEPECOBAJICA CJAOHEHOK,
JéXa BBEpPX HOTaAMH.

— S He mory,— co caepxaHHON rpycTblo CKasaJ
yAasB.

— Hy 3ro Xe nycraku! — o6panoBanacr, mapTbiui-
ka.— Ceijiuac a Te6n Hayuy.

— Huuero He BHiiner,— nokayaja roJqosoi yaas.

— Buifiner, BbliiaeT! — nooGeuiaja MapTbilIKa.—
Hy-ka! Jlar npsamo! — U oHa ckomaHnaoBaja:

YnpaxHeHbe Hauaxocs!
Horu Bmecte! Pyku Bpo3b!..

Hekortopoe BpeMs ynaB M MapTbillKa CMOTPEJNH APYr
Ha apyra ¥ mojuyaau. Ilorom ynaB ykopuaHeHHO B3mO-
XHyJ:

— Kakue pykn? Kakne nHoru? Kakue Horu, a tebs
crnpaiuBalo?

— 3apuue! — Bbinaauaa Maproinka.— Haum ne-
peaHue!

— Y MeHs,— C TrOpPbKHM JOCTOMHCTBOM CKa3aJ
yaaB,— ux HeT. Hu 3aaHHX, HH NepeaHHX... HH CPeAHHX.
Hukakux!

Maprbimka pactepsaach. OHa, KOHEUHO, M PaHblie
3HaJa, YTO Yy YAABA PYK H HOT HET, HO KaK-T0 3abbiaa.
M ca10oHEHOK TOXKe KaK-TO HeuastHHO 3a6bia.

Ca0oHEHOK JieXXaa Ha CnHHe W chpaumiuBaj caMm cebs,
nouemMy Tak CTPaHHO MoJy4aercs, uTo Koraa y tebs ca-
MOr0 4ero-to HeT, TaKk 00 3TOM BCE BpPE€MA MOMHHIlDL, a
KOrJa 4yero-to HeT y apyroro, tak 3abniBaeuib. CJAOHEHOK
cam cebGs cnpaliMBaJ, U OH He 3HAJ, 4TO camomy cebe
OTBETHTb.
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A pactepsBllasicas MapThillKka HaKOHel OMOMHHJACh
M crnpocusa yaaBa:

— UYro ke y Tebs ecTb?

— Bot! — ckasaa ypaB.— XBocT! — M ynaB mnoka-
3aJl MapThillKe KOHYHK XBOCTA.

— MW Bc€? — cnpocuna maprhillKa.

— MHe xBataer! — ¢ 1OCTOMHCTBOM CKa3aJ YyAaB.

OH npoTSAHYJ XBOCT K Je€XaBlleMy BBePX HOraMH
CJIOHEHKY, CXBATHJI €r0 XBOCTOM, NepeBepHYJ U NOCTABHJ
HA HOTH.

— Cnacu6o! — nobaaropapua  caOHEHOK.— OueHb
xopowo xBaraetr. Kpenko!

— XBaTarb-T0 OH XBaTaeT,— B3A0XHYJ YyARaB,— Aa
YTO TOJIKY, €CJIH 5 BCE PaBHO He MOry AejnaTb 3apsaiKy.
Heuem mne.

B 3ato BpeMs Ha noasHKy Bblwea nonyrad. OH noc-
MOTpeJ Ha ynaBa, CIOHEHKA M MapThHIIKY H MOAYMAJ:
«Bcé nonsaTHO. OHH cOGpasuCh BMECTE U XKAYT MEHS».

— Hy, kak pena? — cnpocus nonyrad.

— [laoxo!— cka3zana mapThiika.— CJAOHEHOK 1o 3a-
KOHY npupcAbl BCE BpeMs Majfaer, a y yhlaBa BooOle
Huuero HeT. Toabko xBocT. U 3apsanky MHe aenaTb He
C KeMm.

— XBOCT? — CNPOCHA 3auHTEpPecOBaBIUHACS nomy-
rad.— Hy-ka, nokaXure MHe 3TOT XBOCT.

YnaB nokasan nonyrar XBOCT.

— I'Hércsa? — cnpocua nonyrait npo XBOCT.

— TI'nérca, ruérca,— 3akuBaa ypas.— Bo Bce cro-
POHBI.

— IlpekpacHo! — ckasan nonyraii.— Tak B u€m ke
Hen0? — noBepHyJacs oH K maprbilike.— [louemy THi ro-
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BOPHIIb, YTO TeGe He C KeM JeJaTb 3apsaaky? byaeuib
AeJaTb yNpaXKHEeHHs1 BOT C 3THM XBOCTOM.

— A pasBe..— CnpocHua yias, 3aTauB JAblXaHHe,—
pa3Be OLIBAKT yNpaXKHeHHA 1Jisl XBOCTA?

— Ewé kakue! — cka3an nonyrail.— Ecte Takas
cneunHaJbHaga 3apaaKa AJs XBOCTa.

U nonyrait craa yuuTb yiaBa JeJarb 3apALKYy A
XBOCTa. JTO Gbla YAUBHTEbHAN 3apsAjKa. Y laBHii XBOCT
ObICTPC-ObICTPO KPYTHJICS CNPaBa HaJjeBo, a NOTOM elle
ObicTped — caeBa HanpaBo. U ckpyuusaJcsa, Kak npy-
XKHHA. U pacnipamasica ewé crpeMuTeNbHEH, yeM Npy-
xuHa. U B3seraa BBepx, U co Bceil cuabl HLIENad mno
semJje. U onarb B3aeran. U cHopa waénad.

Ynas 6bii B BocTopre. Maprbilika ToXe. A CJHOHE-
HOK CMOTpeJ, CMOTpeJ, Kak yAaB AeJaer 3apsalky, a no-
TOM MOAOWEN K MONYraw M, CMyILascCb, CNPOCHI:

— A aaa xo60Ta 3apaika ObiBaeT?

— bBbiraer! — ckazaa nonyra#.

U okasaaochb, 4To 3apsaika AJas X000Ta nMOUTH TaxKas
e yBjeKaTeJbHas, KaK 3apsiAKa 1Js XBOCTa.

A noToMm apy3bs CTajH AejaTh 3apsiKy Bce BMeECTe.
MapToillka aenana ynpaxKHeHHs AJig pykK, CIOHEHOK AJs
x0060Ta, a yaas — njas xsocra. [lonyraH KomannoBau.
OH nenan cnenHaibHbie YNpaXKHEHHs AJsi KOMAHLAHPOB.

C tex nop Apy3ba KaXAaoe yTpo BCe BMeCTe AenalH
sapanky. [pasma, maprtbunka, caoHéHOk M nonyrak
“Horaa 3abniBanu e€ caeaatb. K coxanenur. 3ato ynas
HUKOrja He 3abniBaj. K cuacrbio. Beb oH aenan camyio
yBJIEKaTeNbHYI0 3apallKy HA cBeTe. 3apsi/iKy AJa XBOCTA.
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Kak-to pa3 ynaB u nomyraii nporyausaauce. Bapyr
nonyrai ucues. Toabko uTo OH GblLT W AaXKe pa3rosapu-
BaJl C YAaBOM, H BOT ero cobcem He ctaao. Illponaa.

«310pOBO 3TO Yy Hero BbillI0! — noaymaJn yAas.—
Pa3 — u Hery. UHTepecHo, Kyaa oH aeaca?»

— Tt rae, nonyrai? — CNpoCcHJ yaas.

— He 3Haw! — orseTns nomyraii oTKyaa-1o HM3-noa
3eman.— Mue 1yt TemHo. U 51 He Mory BbIIE3TH.

Ynae pasaBuHyJ TpaBy H 00OHAPYXKHJ B 3€MJIE KaKylo-
TO AbIPY.

— Ceituac a1 te6a pocTaHy! — cKasaj yaaB M CyHyJ
8 AbIPY XBOCT.

Korpa ynas nouyBcTBOBaJ, 4To Nonyrad yXBaTHJACSH
3a XBOCT, OH BbIA€PHYJ €ro BMecTe ¢ MOMyraem.

— Y710 3710 32 ABIPA? — CMPOCHA yAaB.

— HenspecTHo,— cKka3aa nonyrad, oTpaXHBaschb OT
3eMJIH,— BHAHMO, 3TO KAKOH-TO BXOA.

— MHHTepecHo! — 3aaymaacs yaAaB, 3aranibiBas B
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Ablpy.— Ecau ecTb BXxon, To N0JKeH ObITh M BbixoA. Kak
Thl AyMaelllb, NONYyrai, ecTb y 3TOi AbIPbI BLIXOA MM Y
He€ TOJIbKO BXOA?

— B tomM-T0 M peno! — ckasan nonyrai.— Ecau y
3TOH ABIPHl TOJNBKO BXOA, TO 3TO MPOCTO AbIPA, A €CJIH Y
He€ ellé W BLIXOA, TO 3TO yXKe He Abipa, a MNOA3eMHbIH
nepexon.

— Kyna nepexon?

— Kyna-ro! 3naeuwb, ynas, 3T0 MOXXHO NPOBEPHTH,
€CTb BbIXOA HJH HeT. HyXHo CyHYTb B AbIPY TBO#H XBOCT
M nouynarb, Kak TaM Hac4ér BbIXOAA.

— IloueMy HMEHHO MOH XBOCT? — 3ampoOTeCTOBaJ
yaaB, ¢ OnackoM sarasabiBas B nbipy.— Ifouemy He TBOM?

— Hy...— cka3an nonyraii,— MOH XBOCT TaM Yyxe
obli. Bmecte co mHoit. Koraa a npoasuica. Tyaa.

— Moii xBoCT Tam TOXe Obl1! — BO3pa3Ha ynaB.—
Korna on te6sa BhitackusaJg. Orryaa.

-— Jla! — coraacuiaca nonyraii.— Ho Torma TBoIii
XBOCT HaUlynbiBaJj MeHs. A Tenepb OH OyaeT HaWyNbIBaThL
BbIXOJ.

— Xopowo! — B310XHYJ yAaB H CTaJ 3aCOBbLIBaTh B
AbIpY CBOH XBOCT. XBOCT YXOAHJ BCE riiyG:xke u rayo6xe,
M B KOHLE KOHUOB OT YAaBa OCTajach OAHA roJioBa, Top-
yauas M3 Abipbi.

— Hy, 4r0? — cnpocuJ nonyrai y rosiopsl ynasa.—
Hawynaxa on BbIx0A, TBOH XBOCT?

— Iloka HescHoO! — cka3ajia rojosa yapapa, Cra-
pasch MOHATb, YTO XKe TaM Takoe HaulynbiBaet €€ XBOCT.

A B 3TO BpeMs CJOHEHOK U MapThillKa NPOryJaHBaJIHCh
coBcem B aApyrom mecre. H Bapyr maprbilika yBHelIa,
KaK M3 TPaBbl YTO-TO BblJ€3aeT.
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— Cmorpu! CmMoTpH! — 3akpuuana MapThiilka CJo-
HEHKY.— Y10 310?

C/OHEHOK MOCMOTpeN M CKasad:

— [lo-moemy, aro xBOCT.

— JleHcTBHTENbHO! — yAMBHIACL  MaPTHILIKA. —
XBoct. A oH ueW?
— Hy...— cKka3zan c/IOHEHOK,— HABePHO, OH HHYEI.

HagepHo, o1 cam no cee. L ukuii.

— JIMKHX XBOCTOB He ObiBaeT! — BO3pa3uja Map-
ThiwKa.— Pa3 ectb XBOCT, M0/KEH GbITb M €ro XO3sIHH.

— Caywait! — Bapyr o6panoBajcs CJAOHEHOK, BHH-
MaTeJbHO APUIIALBIBAACH K XBOCTY.— ITO Ke XBOCT
ynasa!

— A rae Ke OH caM? — CApOCHJAA MapThilliKa.

— Tlne-nubyab no6AN30CTH! — cKa3an CJIOHEHOK.—
Ouu oObiuHO Bcerpa BmecTte: yaas H ero XBoct. Peaxo
pa3ayuyaiorcs.

Maprbiiika noackounaa kK XBOCTY M CAPOCHAA OUEHDb
cTporo:

— Jii, ! XBoct! I'ne TBOI yaas?

XBOCT, KOHeYHO, HHUEro He OTBeTHJ. 3aro OH 3aue-
BEJHJCS U CTaJ BCE BOKPYr ceGs OLlyNbIBATD.

— OcraBb ero! — cka3aJd CJAOHEHOX MapThilIKe,—
Myctb ceGe noasér. Moxer, ynas oTnycTuj €ro nory-
JATh.

— [lo-mMoeMy, oH npocto cOGexana,— ckasala Map-
ThIlUKa.— A HY, FOBOpHU ceiiuac e, rie TBOH X03AHH? —
HAKMHYJACbh OHA HA XBOCT.

XBOCT ONsAITb HAYErO HE OTBETHA H BAPYr BHIAbHYJ KYy-
Aa;Io B CTOPOHY.



— Cro#t! Kypa? — maprhillika BUENHJIACh B XBOCT H
KPHKHYyJa CNOHEHKY: — OH yaupaer!

Ca0HEHOK TOXKe yXBATHJCS X000TOM 3a XBOCT y/LaBa.

— TaHuu! — CKOMaHAOBaJa MapThIIKA.

B 3ty camyio cekyHAay roJioBa yaaBa, KoTopas Topua-
Ja M3 BbIXOAAa B ABIPY M paccKasbiBaja nonyraio, 4To
HallynbiBaeT €€ XBOCT, BAPYT 3aKpHuaJja:

— Oit! Tam KkTo-10 ectb! B 3toii abipe! KTo-T0 cxBa-
THJ MeH$1 32 XBOCT H TaLLHT.

— Kyna?! — yxacHyJjaca nonyra#.

— Ceiiuac y3Haio! — nooGewana rojoBa yaasa M
McuesJa B abipe.

«KoHeuHO! — noaymas nonyra#, Koraa OH oOcTaJjcs
OAMH Ha OAHMH C AbIpoH.— KoHeuHO, ynaB OueHb CKOpPO
y3HaeT, KyJa e¢ro taumart. A BOT Kak y3Haio s, Kyaa €ro
yramuau? MHe Beab TOXKe HHTEPECHO!»

A Tem BpemeHeM MapTbIIUKAa M CJOHEHOK TSHYJH
XBOCT yaaBa. Tanyau, tanyiau... U BHITAHYAH Bcero yaa-
Ba LEJHKOM.

— A! — cka3zana wMmapTbilika yAaBy,— Tbl TOXe
3AecCb. A Mbl AyMaJIH, 3TO TOJIbKO TBO# XBOCT!

— Mb aymaau, oH ot Te6a y6exad...— ckasada cjo-
HEHOK.

— HeTt! — cka3aa ypas, B3IJISIHYB Ha CBOH XBOCT.—
‘OH He Geraa! Mbl BMecTe!

— Caywaii! — Bapyr BcnoMuujaa Maproimka.— Or-
KYAa 3TO Mbl BAC 00OHX BHITALLHJIH?

— H3 abipbi! — cka3aa yaas.

— A yTO THI TaM Aean? — CNPOCHJ CJAOHEHOK.

~— CHayana s HawynsiBajJ TaM BbiIXOJ,— CKa3aj
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yaaB.— A NOTOM 0Ka3aJl0Cb, YTO B 3TOH AbIP€ KTO-TO €CTbh.
M 3ToT KTO-TO YXBaTUA MEHA H KyAa-TO MOTALUHI.

— B 3T0ii Ablpe KTO-TO €CTb? — HCMYyraHHO nepe-
CNpoCHJa MapThillKa, 3arasabiBas B AbIpy.— A OH
CTpPAlIHbIA?

— Kaxercqa, OH oueHb CTpPaWIHBIi! — NOATBEPAHI
CJIOHEHOK, AATACH OT Abipbl.— 51 ero G6otoch!

— 4 toxe ero 6olocbh! — ckasan ynas.— Bepnee, 5
€ro He CTOJbKO 6010Cb, CKOJbKO onacalocb. | Befb TakK
M He MOHsJ, Kyla OH MeHs Tamuja. U raaBHoe — 3auem
Tamua?! '

— A OH He MOXeT OTTYZA BbLIE3TH? — CAPOCHJIA Map-
ThillKa, OTCTynas ot Ablpbl.— Kak Tbl Aymaewsn, ynas?

— 3 nymalo, yTo OH MOXeTr! — cka3aa yaas.

U Kak TOABKO OH TaK CKa3aJ, BCe yCJbliuaju, 4To B
Ablpe HAYHHAETCS KAKOH-TO WyM.

— OH yXe ae3eT! — OXHYJI CIOHEHOK.

B Ty ke camylo cekyHAy MapTblllKka OGHapyXuJa,
YTO OHA CHMAMT MOYTH HA CaMOH BepxyllKe OJauKaHmel
naabmbl. Mapreillka cpa3y ke nouyscTBOBaJja ceda B
6e30MacHOCTH U ¢ HHTepPecoM norJasipena Buu3. U yBune-
Ja, 4TO W3 Abipbl Bble3 nonyrai.

— A! — cka3aa nonyrait ynasy.— Tul 30ecb? A 1
Te6s1 nmy. Tak Kyna Te6s TAWHIO?

— A s T1aK 4 He BbiIicHHA! — cka3aa yaas.— [lotomy
YTO CJOHEHOK M MAapTHILKA MeHsa BhiTaluan. Ha camom
HHTEpeCHOM MecTe. Sl Kaxe He MOHAJ, KTO MeHs TallMI.
Toi, nonyraii, Tam B Abipe HUKOro He 3aMeTHA?

— Tam Hukoro Het! — cka3an nonyra.— 3arto a Ha-
weéa Bbixon!

— Ine? — o6panoBaJcs yaas.
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— Jla Bot OH! — moka3aa nonyraii Ha AbIPY, U3 KO-
TOPOMH OH TOJIbKO YTO BbiNE3,

— Ho Beab 310 onsTh BXOA! — yAMBHJCH YyAaB.

— 3710 oTCI0Aa BXOA,— OOBACHHA momyrad,— a OT-
TyAQa, H3HYTPH,— BBIXOA.

— Torpa noHsTHO! — ckasaa ynas.— A 10 s AyMalo,
YTO 3TO 3a CTPaHHas takas Abipa. JlBa Bxona u HH oA-
HOTO BHIXOAA.

Korpa mapTbillka yBHAE€Ja, YTO M3 AbIPbl Bbije3 He
KTO-TO O4YeHb CTPALIHbIH, a BCEro AHLb nNonyrai, u ycJibl-
1ana, 470 B Abipe GOJiblie HHKOTO HET, OHA PeuiHJa, 4T0
MOXXHO CMIOKOHHO CyCTHTbCA BHHM3. MaprbillKka yXe Ha-
yaJa cnyckarbCsi, KOraa BAPYr yCJablillaja, 4TO Hap €€
reJIOBOM KTO-TO B3AbIXaerT.

Maprblika nocmorpesia U yBHAeJda, YTO Ha Najabme
BMeCTe C HeH CUAHMT CAOHEHOK.

— CaoHéHok! — yauBuaachp maprbiiika.— Pa3Be Thl
yMeellb Ja3HTb N0 NajabMam?

— He yMmelo! — B310XHYA CIOHEHOK.

— A Kak Xe Tbl Cl0Aa nONaJa?

— 3TO0 MHe M CAMOMY OYeHb HHTEpPeCHO! — cka3aa
caoHénok.— 1 ciopa, kaxercs, B3dexan. Hau Bckouna!

— Kak Bckoyua?

— C pasoery! — 00BSACHHJ CNOHEHOK.

— [lo-moemy, Thl BCKOYHJ He ¢ pa3bery, a ¢ nepe-
nyry,— cKasaJja MapTbillKa.

— YectHO roBopsi,— B3AOXHYJ CJOHEHOK,— MeHs
Tenepb He OYeHb HHTEPECYyeT, ¢ yero s BCKO4HA. Teneps,
MapThilIKa, MeHsi ropasno 6oJblle MHTEPECYET, HA UTO
s 6yny cockakMBaTb. XO0TeJq0Ch 6bl Ha 4TO-HHOYyAb MsAr-
Koe.
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MapTbilnKa nocMOTpeJla BHH3 H CKa3aJa:

— Tam TOJNIbKO KaKTyChl.

— Kakrychl MHe He MOAXOAAT! — CKa3aJ CJOHEHOK,
o0HHMMasn NajbMy.

Tyt nonyrait BHH3y ycCabillaJj, KaK CJIOHEHOK M Map-
ThIIUKA pa3rosapHBaioT Ha naabme. OH 3aapaa rojaoBy
M 3aKpHYaa:

— IJ#! Yem Bbl TAM 3aHHMAETECH?

— XOTHM BHH3! — OTKJHKHYJCA CJAOHEHOK.

— Tak B uém xe aeno? — yausuics nonyrai.— Cae-
3aure!

— d-to cne3y! — ckazaja MapTbiika.— A CJOHE-
HOK He yMeeT cJ1e3aTh.

— Ecau oH He ymeeT ciie3aTh,— NOCOBETOBAJ yAaB,—
NycTb CApbIrHeT!

— 4 6m1 cnpbirnya! — ckasan coHéHOK.— Ecau 6b1
najabMa He Gbljia Takas Bbicokas! Heab3s au Mens oTcio-
1A CHATb? — CAPOCHJ CAOHEHOK.

MMonyra# o60Wwén BOKPYr najbMbl.

— 3Ty naJbMy MOXHO CBAJIHTb,— CKa3aJ nonyrau,—
TOrAa OHa ynapaér.

— A 8? — cnpocua caoHéHOK.— 1 ToXke ynany?

— Jla! — ckasaa nonyrail.— Bw ynaaére Bmecre.

— Pa3Be Heab3a cpeaaTh Kak-HUOGYAb TaK, YTOG Mbl
ynaJju OTAeAbHO? — CAPOCHJ CAOHEHOK.— Wi ewé nyu-
e, Y100 OHA ynaJja 6e3 MeHn?

— Hert! — nokauaa ronosoit nonyrai.— Tyt oano
M3 ABYX: HJH Bbl NlajlaeTe BMeCTe, HJIH He Majaere COB-
ceM. Tperbero He naHno!

— S mor Ob! APUrHYTb 3Ty NAJbMY K 3emae! — npen-
J0XKHA ynaB.— U toraa cioHEHOK cowién Obl HA 3eMJIO.
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— 310 naes! — o6panosanca nonyraii U Hauaj Ko-
mMaHaoBaTb.— Thl, MapThilIKa, cjJe3aii U OTOHAM B CTO-
POHKY, & Thl, yaaB, 6€pHCb XBOCTOM 3a NaJbMy H THH €€,
THH, TEHU, MOKA OHA He COrHéTcs. U toraa Thl, CAOHEHOK,
coinémp!

YaaB cxBaTHJCS XBOCTOM 3a MajabMy, Ha KOTOpOW
CHAEJ CJOHEHOK, H CTaJ MPHUru6aTh €€ K 3emJe.

OH e€ npurn6an, npuru6an v NPUruyd.

Koraa ciOHEHOK, KOTOPBIA KPenko AepxaJcs 3a NnaJb-
My, OKa3aJicsl y CaMO#H 3€MJiH, Nonyraii CKOMaHA0BaJ:

— Ornyckait!

JTO 3HAYHJO, YTO CAOHEHKY HYXKHO OblJIO OTNYCTHTHL
najabmy H coiitu Ha 3emJi0. Ho c10OHEHOK He NOHAN, KOMY
nonyrai KomaHayer, eMy Hiau yaaBy. U Ha Bcakni cay-
4aii He OTNYCTHJ NaJabMy.

Ynas toxe HHuero He moHaa. [loatomy Ha BceskHit
ciayuai OH NajbmMy OTAYCTHJI.

U korpa ynae e€ oTnycTH, OHA upe3BbiYaHHO GHICTPO
BHIMPAMHJAACH, 3TA Najbma. U cioHEéHOK OT He€ oTopBaa-
Csl M TOXe ype3BblYaiHo GLICTPO KyAa-TO yJaered.

Koraa caoHéHOK BepHYJCSl, OH MOCMOTPea Ha CBOHMX
Apy3eil yKOPU3HEHHO U CKa3aJ:

— Tam TO0XKe pacTyt Kaktycnl. Tam, Kyia s npHJje-
Tea. Takue xe KoJqwuue.

~— Huuero! — yremuna ero maproimka.— He paccr-
pauBaiica. 3aTo Thl 60Jblie He GyAellb BCKAKMBATL HA
TaKHe BbICOKHE NajbMbl.

— Sl 6oabile HH HA KaKHe He Oyay! — cKa3aJ C/OHé-
HOK.— Sl oueHb MCMYrajcsi, NO3TOMY BCKOUHJI.

— Tbl notoponuiacs! — cka3zaJj nonyraf C1OHEHKY.—
T cavwkom nocnewna nyratbcs! Ecau Obl THl Tak He
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Cnewn, Tol 6bl YBHAEJ, UTO NYTraThCs HEUETO, NOTOMY 4TO
HUYEero CTPawHoro Her.

— Jla! — noarBepaua yaas.— C 3TUM NeJ0M TOPO-
nuThes He CTOMT. [lpexne uem yero-To GOATHLCH, HYIKHO
CHayaJa MOCMOTPEeTb: CTPAILIHOE OHO HJH He CTpPauHoe.
A TO uero ke 3psa crapatbcsa? Thl ero GoMilibcs, a OHO,
MOXeT ObiTb, COBCEM H He CTpaliHoe.

A norom cnoHEHOK, nonyrai, ynaB U MapThilllka CTa-
JIH HTPaTh B NOA3E€MHbIH Nepexon.

Ynas, nonyrait ¥ MapTbillKa BJe3aJu B O4HY AbipY,
a Bbl1€3aJiy uepe3 APYryio.

MU kaxxnas nwipa no ouepenu 6biia TO BXOAOM, TO Bhl-
xoaoM. CIOHEHOK He aa3ua ¢ HUMU. OH He noMelnaJcs B
Ablpe.

Moatomy cOHEHOK NPOBOXKAJ CBOMX Apy3eil y BXO-
Aa, a NOTOM GexKaJ W BCcTpeuaa ux y Boixoaa. M naodopor!

000000C

Mooooaooaoc
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Y maprbiiky 6b110 naoxoe Hactpoenue. [loaromy oHa
cHpeJa Ha GUHHKOBOH nanabme U eaa ¢pUHUKH. Yem 60.ib-
e OHA MX eJa, TeM Jyulle y He€ CTAHOBHJICS amnneTHT.
Ho HacTpoeHHe nmouemy-1o He yayymanocb. Maprhike
Ob1J10 BKYCHO, HO TPYCTHO.

H Tyt maprhilika yBuaeaa cJaoHEHKA. CHOHEHOK TOXKe
yBHJEJ MAPTHILUKY H KPHKHYJI:

— Maprbiuka! Yaas nepesaBan teGe npMBeT!

— Cnacu6o! — cka3zana maproitika. OHa caesna ¢
naJjbMbl, BbiTEpJa JaJ0OWIKH O TPaBy U MPOTAHyaa py-
Ky: — Jlapa#!

— Y10? — He NOHNJ CAOHEHOK.

— Kak uto? — yaueunacb maptoitika.— fpuper. Or
ynasa. JlaBaH ero ciopa.

— Ay MeHsi,— CKa3aJ CJOHEHOK,— €ro Her.

— A rie oH? — 3aBoJiHOBaJach Maprbitika.— Kyaa
Thi €ro aeJ?

Ha Bcakwuii ciyualt mapThilika 3ariasiHyjia CJAOHEHKY
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3a yllH, HO TaM, 3a yIIaMH, HHKAKOTo NpHBeTa AEHCTBHU-
TeJbHO He 6blN10.

— Tbl ero norepsa! — 3akpHuaja MapThillKa.—
IpusHaBaiics, Tbl €ro notrepsaJ, aa?

CN0OHEHOK XOTeJa UTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO TaK HHYEro u He
CKa3aJ, MOTOMY 4TO He 3HaJl, YTO €My FOBOPHTbD.

— Hy BoT! — BcnaecHyna pykamu Maprbiuika.— §i
CHXY M XKAY CaMblil HY)XHbIA MPHBET, a2 OH ero norepsJa!
I'ne To ero norepsan?

~— He 3Haro.

— «He 3Ha-a-10»! — nepeapasHuaa MapThilika CJo0-
HéHka.— [loka3biBaii, rae Tl 6exan?

Maprbiluka M CJAOHEHOK CTaau HCKaTb npuser. OHH
3arJsAbiBaJH MOJ JHCTbS M WIAPHIH B KyCTax.

— Kako#t oH 6bl1, Moil NnpHBeT? — KPHKHyJa Map-
THIIKA CAOHEHKY, Pa3ABHrast TPaBy U Pa3rjsiibiBas 3eM-
J10, Ha KOTOPOH, K COXaJleHH10, HHuero He 6bin0. To ecTb
TaMm OblIM pa3Hbie MyPaBbH H KaMElIKH, HO He OblJ10 MPH-
BeTa.

— Ceiiuac, ceilyac BCNOMHIO,— HAMOPLIHA 06 CJO-
HEHOK,— BOT... YAaB CKa3aJ: nepeaail Ot MeHst MapThilliKe
60JbWONA NpHBeT!

— bBoabuoit! — axHysna mMaprbiluKka, H eit cTano emeé
oouaneii. Iloromy uto Raxke Koraa uTo-HHGYAb MajleHb-
Koe norepsaellb — H TO 00HAHO, a yX KOraa 6oJbluoe...

U TyT nepen MapThIKOiH H CIOHEHKOM MOSBUHJCS MO-
nyraii. OH cpa3y poraaajcs, 4to MapThilllka H CJAOHEHOK
4TO-TO HLLYT.

— IloTepaau? — cnpocun nonyraii.— A TyT Hcka-
JIH? — nonyrai AeJOBHTO 3arjasHya 3a GanxKaiwuii Ky-
CTHK.
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— HWckann! — B300XHYJ CIOHEHOK.

— A 1aM? — nonyra# 3arjsiHyJa 3a cocelHee AepeBo.

— Tam He uckanu! — ¢ HapeXNOH KHHYJACHL 3a NO-
nyraeM mMaprhbillKa.

llonyrait Gexxan no Jecy u ObICTPO 3arisibiBaj 3a
Bce nepesbs noiapaa. Maprbimka Oexana 3a HHM H Ha
BCAKMHA cayual ell€ pa3 3arasiabiBaja 3a Te XKe camble
pepeBba. A CJOHEHOK NAENCA NO3aAH M HHKYAA He 3aras-
AbIBAJ, NOTOMY 4YTO WEJN, BAHOBATO ONYCTHB roJiosy. 3a-
TO OH CMOTpEJ NOJ HOTH.

— Tyt ner! U 1yt Her! U tyT! — rosopua nonyras,
He nponycKas HH oiHoro aepesa. [loToM OH OCTaHOBHJICSH
M CpeCra: — A yTo MBI HiLlEM?

— [ipuset! Npuser Huwem! — 06bsACHHUAA MAPTHILIKA.

— Tak! — cka3aa nonyra#, KOTopomy cpa3y cTaJjo
COBEPILEHHO SICHO, YTO €My HHYErOleHbKH He MOHATHO.—
JlaBalite pacckasbiBaiite, ¢ 4ero BCé Ha4anoCh?

— ¥YnaB nepegas mMapTbillKe MPUBET,— Hayaa CJo-
HEHOK.

— Yro ke Tbl 6€3 NOApOOHOCTEH paccKa3biBaellb? —
nepe6un caonéuka nonyrail.— Thl noapoOHOCTH TOXKE
pacckaseisai. OT KOro yaas nepefaJj MapThiliKe APHUBET?

— Ot cebs! — cxa3aa CIOHEHOK.

— O#u ero Héc-Héc...— cTana paccka3blBaTh MapThitil-
Ka,— HEc, HéC, HEC, HEC, HEC, HEC... U He npuHéc! A npu-
BeT Obl1 Goablloi! A oH ero notepsaa! U He 3naer rae...

— Buanwp a4, MapThilIKa,— 3aAyMUYUBO CKA3aJa fno-
nyrai,— npuser, 0co0eHHO 6OMbLLIOH NPHBET,— 3TO Ta-
Kas IITYKa, YTO, €CJIH €ro norepsielllb, Jyyue U He HCKaTh.
Mbpi cpenaem tak.— llonyrait nopepHyJacs K CIOHEHKY: —
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Caonénok, 6ern K ylaBy H nONpPOCH y HEro euié OnHH
npuser. as maproiwiku! Monan?

CaoHEHOK, KOHEUHO, cPa3y BCE MOHAM W NOMYAJICH K
yAasy.

YnaB aexan Ha NoJIsiHKe CPelH KPacHBLIX Geablx po-
MallleK H FpeJicst Ha COJHbIIKE.

— CaonéHok! — ob6panosajics ynas.— Thl TOJIbKO
NOCMOTPH, HET, Thl Jyyllle TOJbKO NOHIOXaH, KaKHe Npek-
pacHuie pomainku! Tol TOJAbKO NMOHIOXaH W cpasy noit-
Mé€llb, KaKUe OHH NpeKpacHble!

— OueHb npekpacHble,— CKa3aja CJAOHEHOK, KOTOPO-
My XOT€JIOCh NOCKOpeH nepeiTH K Aeay.— Yaas,— HadaJj
CJIOHEHOK,— Thl MOXe€Elllb...

— Mory! — BockaHKHYyJ yaaB.

— Y 1e69a ecTb...— ONATh HAuajJ CAOHEHOK.

— Ectb! — 3akpuuan ynas.— Ectb! ¥ mMeHs Bcé
€CThb, U 51 BCE MOr'y, NIOTOMY YTO y MeHs cerojHsa npexkpac-
HOE HaCTpPOEeHHMe.

— A Thl HE nepeaallb...

— IlepenaM! — BOCKAMKHYA ylaB.

— ...MapThlliKe €Ll€ OAHH NPHUBET? — HaKOHeEL, 10ro-
BOPHJI CJICHEHOK. ‘

— MNoxaayiicra! — cornacuiaca ynas.— C y10Bob-
cTBuSM!

Tyt ynaB B3MaxHyJd XBOCTOM TaK, KaK GylATO y Hero
6bl1a WJAANA U OH €€ CHAJI, a NMOTOM HEMHOXKO €io Nno-
maxad.

— CuaoHEHOK,— CKa3aJa yJaB,— nepeiad oT MeHs
MapThillKe euLé oauH npueer!

— boabwoi? — cnpocuy CAIOHEHOK.
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— Orpomubiii! Fopsuni! — Ynas emé pas B3amaxHya
IWJISiNOM, KOTOPOH y Hero He 6bLI0.

— Cnacu60o! — o6panoBaJics CAOHEHOK H NMOMYAJCH
o06patHo.

Maprbiika ¥ nonyrad Xaaau CJIOHEHKa ¢ 6OJbLIMM
HeTeprneHHeM.

Hakonen oHH ycabllaJH, Y10 CJAOHEHOK GeXHT. OHH
ycablllagHn emé H3AaneKka, NOTOMY UYTO CJAOHEHOK TOPO-
NUJACS U 6exaJ oueHb rPOMKO.

— Hy? — kuHyaach K cA1OHEHKY MapThiika.— Kak?
lMepenan?

— [le-ne-ne-nepenan! — BLIAOXHYJ CAOHEHOK.— Y1aB
nepenaJ reée emé oaUH npuBer!

— Ypa!!! — 3akpHuana mapTbliiuka.

— A Kako#i npuBeT OH nepenan? — CnNpocHa nomy-
raili.— boablwoi Win MajeHbKHH?

— boJabwok! — cka3zaa caoHéHok.— Orpomubiii! H
ropsuui!

— Oi! — o6panoBanach MmapThimika.— lopsauuii! IlNo-
pPSYMMH s HX GoJblue Bcero J006JI0, 3TH npuseThl. Hy,
CKOpei, CKopeil,— 3anpbiraja oHa BOKPYr CJOHEHKA, no-
THpasi pyku.— JlaBai ero ckope#, noka oH He OcCTbiJ!

— A... — 3anHyJcs CJIOHEHOK M MOCMOTPeJ HA MNo-
nyras. [Torom OoH nocMoTpes Ha MapTHIIIKY H cKa3an: —
000! Ja3! .

— Oii! CnoHgHOK! — Mcnyranach BAPYT NPUTHXWAS
mapToiika.— [louemy Thl ONATH MHE erc He AA€Wb?

— A 4...— ToXe OueHb THXO CKa3aJ CJOHEHOK,— a
f... a 51 ero re6e yxxe naa.

— Korpa? — nopasuanacp mapTbilika.

— Bor ceiiuac.
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— Hnuero THl MHe He paBaa! — 3akpuuyana BO3MY-
IEHHAA MapTHIIIKA H NOKa3aJa nonyrai Nycrbie PyKH.

— He naBaa! — pemwuTeabHO NOATBEPAHA NONYyra.—
A Bupen!

— Aaaa,— Ha0Gpaaa BO3ayXy MapThlllKa,— aaaa,—
Habpana oHa ewé Goabe Bo3ayxy.— Aaa,— HaGpanaa
OHa BO3AYyXYy elllé¢ HEMHOXKO, COBCEM YYTb-4yTb, NOTOMY
yto Gosblie BO3AYyX B Hell He nomewaacs..— Tei!!! —
3aKpHuyaja MapTbillKa TaK FPOMKO, 4TO Aaxe Nonyrau
MCNyraJjcs, a He ToJabko cJoHEHOK.— Twi!!! Twi!!! Th ero
onATb norepan?!!

— [orepaa! — noarsepaun nonyrai u nonyma.u, Kak
6b1310 6Ll eMy, Nonyraio, cedyac CTpalIHoO, ecaH Obl 3TO He
CJOHEHOK, a OH, NoNyrai, noTepsaa MapThIIIKHH NPHBET.

— Her, HeT,— onpaBAbIBAJCS CJAOHEHOK,— 51 €ro He
tepaa. Sl ero, a1 €ro... KaXXercs... Kakercs...

— Tebe Kaxercs...— BCXJHNHYJAa MapThillKa,—Tebe
Kaxerca! TeGe BCE BpeMsa KaxeTcs...

— Hy,— cka3an cno#Hérok,— ... 9 cefiuac noGery H
nonpouly y yiasa eillé oiuH npHBet!

— Herywkn! — nepe6uaa cioHéHKA MapTHIILIKA.—
Teneps 1 cama noitny! Cama!

— IlpaBuabHo! — ckasaa nonyrai.

Ynae nexan Ha TO#H XKe caMoii NoJIHKe, CPellH TeX XKe
CaMbiX poMallleKk H B TOM )€ CaAMOM NPEKPaCHOM HacCT-
POEHUH,

Maprbiika, nonyraii ¥ CIOHEHOK BBILJH HA NOJSIHKY
M HaNPaBHJHCH NPSIMO K YAABY.

Maprbiiika warana Bnepean Bcex, MOTOMY YTO OHA
4YyBCTBOBAaJa ce6s1 00MKEeHHOH U Obla BO3MYHIEHA.

29



Caonénok Wéa no3anu Bcex, NOTOMY UTO OH Obij CMY-
IE€H U 4yBCTBOBaJ cebs yXKacHo HenoBKO. A monyraii
Wéa nocepeanHe.

A py3bs noaowau K yaasy, H MapThiilKa yXKe OTKPbI-
Ja poT, HO nonyraH e€ OCTaHOBHJI.

— Maprbiuka,— ckasaa nonyrai,— Oyaer ropasio
Jyuilie, ecJ4 ¢ y1aBOM MOroBopio s.

— [ouemy THi?

— [loToMy uTO CIOHEHOK BHHOBAT H eMy Jyullle M0O-
MaJKHBaTh. A Te0e, MapThilllKa, TOXKe Jyulle CKPOMHO N0-
MOJYaTh, MOTOMY YTO Thl NOTepMeBlUas.

— Huuero nopo6Horo! — ckaszana maprbimka.— §
He cooupatoch Tepneth. HaoGoport!

— Tem Ooaee! — ckasaa nonyraii M moBepHyJcs K
yaaBy.— YaaB! Tol nepenasan maproillke ABa NpHBeTa?
He Tak au?

— Kak xe! [lomuio! [IiepenaBan! — coraacuacs
yAaB, KOTOPHIH ¢ 60/AbLIMM HHTEPECOM BbICAYLIAA Pa3ro-
BOp MOfyras ¥ MapThllIKH.

— ¥YaaB,— CKa3aJ nonyrai oueHb KPacHBbIM IpycT-
HbIM TOJIOCOM,— MapThillKa MX He moJyuyaJal..

— He noayuana! — BcxaunHyJa MapThilliKa.

-— ...NOTOMY YTO KO€-KTO HX MOTepsJ! — nponoJKHuiI
nonyrai roJiocoM TOXe KPacHBbIM, HO yiKe He FPYCTHbIM,
a BO3MYIUEHHDBIM.

— Koe-KT10? — yauBHJICA yNaB.

— Jla! Koe-kto! — cka3aa nonyrai oueHp OJaro-
poaHbIM rosocoM.— He Gynem HasbiBaThb KTO, XOTS 3TO
OblJ CIOHEHOK!

CnoHEHOK r1y00KO B3JOXHYJA W MepecTynuga C HOrH
Ha Hory.
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— ¥YpaB! — cnpocua nonyraii 0ObLIKHOBEHHBIM TOJIO-
com.— Moxer ObiTb, y TeGa HaHDETCA AJAS MAPTHILKH
€Ll € ONMH NpHBeT?

— Jlna MeHa! — nonpocuia MapThillKa.

— Hy koHeuno, Hanpérca! — oGpanosaJsca ynaB.—
Moxaanyiicra, mapThiika, BoT TeGe MoH npuser!

M ynaB B3MaxHyJ XBOCTOM M, pa3MaxHBas HecyllecT-
BYIOLIEH WJISANOH, BOCKJAHKHYJI:

— [IlpuBercTBy!o TeGs, mapThiluka! [IpuBercTBy!iO Te-
6! llpusercTByio!

Hekotopoe BpeMsa Bce Moayaau. MaprTbiluka U nony-
raifi CMOTpeJiM BO BCe rja3a, a CIOHEHOK Ha BCAKHH Ciy-
yaii paxke npuHioxanca. Ho Bcé pasHo HMKTO HUuero He
3aMeTHJ.

— Hy BoT, mapTbilIKa,— CKa3aJ J0BOJIbHbIM YA aB,—
Tenepb y Te6s eCTb MO NpuBeT.

— Tenepb y MeHs ecTb TBOWH Np¥BeT? — HELOBEPYHBO
nepecnpocuja MapToillKa.

— Ectb! — KMBHYJa ynaB.

— Ho a...— 3akpuuana mMapThilIKa,— HO 1 €ro He
4YyBCTBYIO!

B oTtuasHbe MapThilIKa cTaja OLLYNbIBATL Ce6A ¢ pas-
HbIX CTOPOH. OHa 3arnaabiBasa ce6e 3a CNUHY W CNpaBa,
H CJieéBa, U JaXKe HArHyJacCb MOCMOTPETb, HET JIH Yero noj
nNATKaMH.

— He uyBcTByI0! — KpHKHyJaa oHa ewé pa3.— Korna
MHe naioT 6aHaH MAM KOKOCOBbBIH Opex, A UX YYyBCTBYIO!
A tBoii npuser — Het. Hurae!

~— MapTbimka,— yauBuica  yias,— npuBeT — 3TO
COBCEM He TO, 4YTO 6aHAH WJIM KOKOCOBbIH opex. JTo XKe
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ropasno ayuwe. He Moxer 6biTh, 4TOGB Thl €ro He 4yB-
CTBOBaJa.

— YecTHoe €10BO, HH BOT CTOJIEYKO HE YYBCTBYIO! —
CKa3a/ia y>KacHO Oropu€HHas MapThillKa.

— O6naHo!— ckasan ynaB.— llonumaews, maproi-
Ka, Yy MEHs ceroiHs npekpacHoe HactpoeHue! Korpa n
nepenaio tede NpMBeT, 1 NeJIOCh ¢ TOGOH XOPOLIUM HACT-
poenuem! IlonpoGyem ewé pas! — U ynas onath B3Max-
Hya OTcyTCTByloled wasnoii: — lpusercTByio TeGs,
MapThliika!l

Maprhika 3amepaa. OHa He weseauaacb. OHa cay-
umaJja, Kak TaM, y He€ BHYTpH.

— Pa3Be y TeGs He npHGaBHIOCH XOpPOLIEro HacTpoe-
HHA? — CNPOCHJ yAA3B.

MapTthiika BcaywnBagach, BCAYIIHBAJAACh, BCAYLIH-
BaJjach... "1 paApyr oHa ycasiiaga!

— [Hlpubasuaocs,— npoientana mapreiwka.— Ipu-
6aBuaoCh!!! — 3akpHuana ona u3o Bcex cuia.— [lpuba-
BHJOCb! 5l ero uyscrtBylo, TBOH npuBet! OH TyT!— U Map-
ThilIKa NPHXKAJa PYKH K XKHBOTY, rie, Kak OHa Hajaesn-
Jachb, y He€ Ob€Tcs cepalie.

— [o3ppasasio! — ckasaa nonyras.

— Ypa! — panosanachp maprhiika.— Ypa! Tenepnb y
MeHs xopoluee HacTpoeHue! Ho ecan Obl...— Ha CeKyHAY
3anyMajach MapThillKa,— ecau Obl ewé Te nepsbie ABa
npuBeTa He MOTEPAJHCh,— CKa3ajia OHa,— y MEHs Ceii-
yac 6biy10 66l Takoe HACTPOEHHE... Takoe... ¥YX!

U mapThiika noanpeirHyjia B BO3AYX M TaM, B BO3-
ZAyxe, nepekyBbipHyJaach. JlBa pasa.
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Mocae o6ena B Appuke 6610 OueHb Xapko. Maprbii-
Ka COBCEM OJIHA CH/EJA MO AepeBOM W HMKAK He MOrJja
pelnThb, Kyaa ed noiitn. U ¢ kem nowrH.

U sapyr maprbilika 3ametHaa nonyras. [lonyrai
60JpbIM LIATOM Ky1a-TO WIEJ.

«Ara! — nopymana maptoika.— [lonyrait Kyna-to
ua€t. BOoT ¢ HUM 51 M noHAy».

«HWHTepecHo, Kyaa 3To Mbl HAEM?» — noAyMaJda map-
ThHILIKA, y2XKe 1arasi pajioM C nonyraem.

— Caywaii, nonyrai,— Cnpocujia OHa,— a Mbl C TO-
60# npaBuJbHO HAEM?

— Hna, na...— paccesiHHO OTKAHKHYJCSl nONyrau, Ko-
TOPOMY HE XOTEJOCh TNpPEepbIBaTb CBOH Pa3MbillJIEHHS.
Benb Ha camMmOM-TO fesie nonyrai BoOO1e HHKYla He EJ.
[Ipocto oH pasmpillIsia 0 TOM O CEM H MO3TOMY XOIHJ
no noJisHKe TyAa-cloaa.

Ho mapTbimika atoro He 3HaJa, N03TOMY, KOrja nony-
rai B ouepenHOH pas ROWEA Tyda WU MOBEPHYJ cloia,

000 C
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ona pemuaa: «Hy BoT, Tenepn coBeplIeHHO SCHO, YTO
Mbl OKOH4ATEJbHO 3a0Jy AHJIHCB!»

— Tlonyrai! — 3akpuuana maprbimika.— Kyna wmbl
uaém? Tyna?

— Jla, na..— npo6opmoraa nonyraii,— tyna.— H
NeBEPHYJ B 06PATHYIO CTOPOHY.

— A renepb Kyma? — yaMBHJaachb Maptbhiika.— Te-
neps ciona? A uro y Hac Tyr?

— [ne? — nonyrai OCTAaHOBHJCA M NOCMOTPeN Ha
MapThIUIKY.

— Tyr!— ckasana mapThiliKa, NOKa3biBas Bnepén.—
YT10 y Hac TyT?

— Huuero! — noxaa njewamMu nonyra.

— A TaM y Hac 4T0? — CMPOCHJA MApPTHILKA, NOKa-
3biBasi Ha3aj.

— Toxe Huuero.

— Tak uero xe Mbl TyJa HAEM? — BO3MYTHJACh Map-
ThiLIKA.

[Monyraii orasHyJcst Ha3al, NOTOM NOCMOTPEJ HA Map-
THIIUKY, CKa3aJ:

— A MBI TyAA HE HIEM.

— A kyna Mbl HAEM? — 3aKpHYala Maprbilika.—
Kyna?

— Caywa#, MapTblliKa,— cka3aa nonyrai,— tebe
He KaXKercs, YTO Thl MHE Meulaellp?

— Her, He kaxercs. Tak kyna uaém?

[onyrai nousa, 4yTo MapTHIIIKA yXKe HE JacT emy
CROXOHHO XOAHTH Tyla-cioja ¥ Pa3sMbILLIATL NPo ceds.
Toraa o pewrny pa3mblUIIfATh BCAYX.

— Bot wumeHHO! — Bockaukuya nonyraid.— Kyaa?
Bo3bmém, HanpuMmep, cAOHEHKA!
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— Bo3pbmém! — ob6panoBanach MapThilika W 3aKpH-
yajna: — Caonénok! Jit! Caonénok!

— Yero? — BbICYHYJICH H3 3apocJed CIOHEHOK, KOTO-
Pbifl TYJsJ HEMORANEKY.

— Han crona, Tt 6ynemws Hanpumep! — coobuinna
€My MapThilllKa.

— Jlapno,— coraacuiacsa cIOHEHOK.— A 4yTo HafO Je-
Jartb?

— Hanpumep, uaér c10HEHOK,— CKa3aa nonyrau.

— HWpan! — Benena maprblliKa CAOHEHKY.

Caonénok nowén. Ionyrait n MapreliKa noiuau ps-
aom. Hekoropoe Bpems Bce Tpoe wiau monaya. florom no-
nyrai cnpocua:

— A Kyaa oH Hagr?

— Tol Kyaa HAEWB? — CNpOCHSA CJOHEHKA Map-
THILUKA.

— He 3Ha10,— cKa3aJ CJOHEHOK.

— Bor! lMoxany#hcra! — Bockauknya nonyraih.— On
HAET, a KyAa HAET — He 3HaeT. A nouemy?

— [Mouyemy? — noaxBaTHaa MapTHILLIKA.

— Hy, Bbl e camu ckasaan — uau! U a nowen! —
B3lOXHYJ CJOHEHOK.

—. A kyna on nowén? Ectb qn y Hero neab? — BOCK-
JHKHYJ nonyrau.

— Her! — yBepenno orserun caoHénok.— E€ y me-
Hsi HeT. X060t ectb. U ymn. U ewé xsocr...

— 1 He npo To! — cka3an nonyrait.— Korapa ciaoné-
HOK MJET, OH NOJIXKEH 3HATb, YTO y HEro Bnepenu!

— A 9 3Ha10,— CKa3aJa CJOHEHOK.

— Yro?

— Xooor.
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— $1 He npo TO, He NPO TO, He MPo TO! — 3aKpHUaJ
nonyraif.— $1 BOT MPO YTO: KOria CJAOHEHOK HAET, OH
AOJXKEH HATH K YeMY-HHOYAb. OH AO/IKEH K ITOMY YeMy-
HHOYAb cTpeMUTbCs! Hy, HanpuMep, BOH K TOMY KaKTycy.

Ca0HEHOK BHHMATENbHO MOCMOTPEJ] Ha KakKTyc, Mpo
KOTOPbIif rOBOPHJA MOnyraM.

— He 6ynay a1 Kk HeMy CTPeMHTbCS,— OGHKEHHO CKa-
3aJ CJOHEHOK,— OH KOJIOYHH.

— HeBaxHo! — BockaukHyn nonyraid.— Jlonyctum,
OH He KOJIIouni!

— Her, He ponycTuM! — cka3saJj CA1OHEHOK.— OH Ko-
JIOUYHH.

Maprbiinka ObicTpeHbKO cOeraja K Kaktycy, NOTpo-
raJja ero M BepHyJacb o06paTHo.

— [lonyrai,— cka3ana MapTbillKa,— 3TOT KakKTyC
AeHCTBHTEJNbHO OUEHDb KOJIOUHHA.

— A 9 ¥ He roBOpIO, YTO OH He KOJIIOYHH, 5 FOBOPIO:
NaBaiTe 1ONYCTHM, YTO OH HE KOJIIOUHH! — 3aKpHuaJa no-
nyra#.

— TakHe KOJIIOUHEe KAKTYCbl,— CKa3aJ CJOHEHOK,—
B HeKoJilouHe He ponyckaiorcsa! W BooGuie, s Tak He
urpaio! 5l nowén!

— A K uemy Tbl OyAelib CTPEMHTbLCSA? — CMPOCHJ NO-
nyrai.

— Hu k uemy. MNoiiny, u Bcé! Ipocro Tak.

— Hy uto X,— B310XHya nonyrad.— Maprbiluka,
nonpouanics co CAOHEHKOM H OGHHMH ero B MOCJHeAHHH
pas!

— Mouemy, nouemy, nouemy B MocjJeAHHH pa3?! —
3aBOJIHOBAJaCbh MapThIlIKa.
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— On 6b11 XOPOIIKM APYrOM, HALU CJOHEHOK! — cKa-
3an nonyrai.— Ham 6yner ero HepocraBatb. Mbl 6yaem
4YacTo BCMOMHHATL 0 HéEM. )Kaab, yto Mbl ero GoJbLie
HMKOr1a He YBHAHM.

— [louyemy xaab? Iloyemy He yBHAUM? — 3aKpHua-
aa maprbilika.— [loueMy Tbl ropopuuib: oH 6bia?.. OH
ecTb. Bot on!

— Jla! — ckasaa nonyraii.— Ho yxe He noaro!

— Tbl yero, nonyrai? — pacrepsjcs CJAOHEHOK.—
UYro He poaro?

— Ham na te6sa cmoTpern!

— [louemy? — noTrpeGoBasa 06baCHEHHIT MapTHILLKA.

— [loTtomy uTO OH COGHMpaeTCss HATH H HH K YEMY He
ycTpemaseTcs.

— Hy nuro?

— A To! — B300XHya nonyraii.— 310 yxKacHo! 3Ir0
paxe crpamHo ce6e npeactaBuTb! Ecan cAOHEHOK HAET
M HH K YeMYy He CTPEMHTCS, OH JKe OyaeT MATH, HATH, HI1-
TH, HATH, HATH, HATH...

— OH Xe Tak coBcem YHAET?! — yXKacHyaacr Map-
ThILIKA.

— Kak? — He noHsJ CAOHEHOK.

— A Tak! — o6bsicHua nonyrail.— YHaéuwb Hacoe-
cem! U HuKorna He BepHéwbCca!

CaoHénok nepenyraJcs.

— $1 Torpa ayuvile HUKyaa He NOMAY! — CKa3aa OH H
KaK MOXHO TBEpiKe ynépcsi B 3€MJI0 BCEMH YETbIPbMs
HOTaMH.

— T[IpaBuabHo! He xoau! — oGpanosanacs MapThilil-
ka. [lotom oHa nocmorpena Ha nonyras ¥ Cnpocujaa: —
U tenepb on Gyner Bcerna TyT CTOATH?
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— IMpunérca! — pewna nonyrai.

— Huuero,— ckazana caoHéuky maprbiika.— He
paccrpansaiicsa. Sl 6yly NPHHOCHTL TeGe BKYCHYIO TPaBy
M Daxe uHorpa 6aHaHbl. U mb Bce Oyanem uyacto Hase-
iarb redsn.

— 51 oyeHb 4acToO He CMOry,— cKasaja nonyrai,— s
CMOrY TOJIbKO MO NPa3AHHKAM.

— Tak s ToXe He X04y! — B3IMOJIHJCA CJAOHEROK.—
A1 He xouy Bceraa Tyt croaTh! Jlapaiite, a1 Torna ayuiie
G6oabwe He 6yny Hanpumep. llycte Tenepn ynas Gyaer
Hanpuwmep!

— Xopouto! — coraacunca nonyrai.— Ilyctb Oyner
yAas.

— Kewm, kem 1 6yAy? — BAPYr NMOAHAJACHL H3 COceA-
HHX KyCTOB roJioBa yAaBa.

— ¥YnaB! — TopxKecTBEHHO 3asBHA nonyrad.— Mbi
X0THM B3aTb TeGa Hanpumep!

— Bubl nymaere, g1 10CTOHH? — cMyTHJCH yaaB.— Ho
BeAb 1 He Takod yxX xopowHi. Mycte ayuine CIOHEHOK
oyaner.

— OH yxe 6bin! — ckazana maprbiika.— H tenepsn
eMy NPHAETCA BCeraa TyT CTOATh.

— Ilouemy? — yausuacs ynas.

— ﬂoromy 4YTO OH He 3HaeT, Kyaa HAET,— craja
O0BACHATb MAPTHIIIKA,— A ecJIM OH HAET M He 3HaeT KyAa,
TO OH NOMAET, noiaéT, noinér...— N maproiika ot yxKaca
3aXmypHuJaa raa3a.— A panabllle MHe CTPalliHo!

— [Mouemy cTpawHo?

— Iloromy uto aTo crpamiHo ce6e npeacTaBHTh! —
BOCKJHMKHYJ Monyra.

— Y710 cTpaLIHO NPEACTABHUTL?
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— Kak s upy! — 06bACHHA CIOHEHOK.

— A BOT s ceHuac BO3bMY,— peUIHTENbHO CKa3aj
yAaB,— M NPEeACTaBJIO ce6e, KaK Thl HAE W b.

— Oii! Jlyywe He Hapo! — vcnyrajaca CJIOHEHOK.

Ho ynaB yxe Hauan cebe npeacrasiaatb. OH onépcs
roa0Boil Ha XBOCT, 3aKpblJ IJa3a u 3a6opmMoTaan:

— Bot c10HEHOK MAET, HAET, OH HAET...

— CrpauwiHo? — CnpocHJa MapThilllKa.

— [Iloka HeT! — npHOTKPBIA I1a3a yAaB.

— Ceilyac craHer cTpamwiHo,— nooGewan nonyras.

— Mrm, mrm...— 6opmortaa ynas.— Bor n npeacras-
Jasio cebe, Kak cCA0HEHOK MAET. OH He 3HaeT, Kyia HAET,
oH UAET npocto Tak. Upér, upér, uaér... Ho oH... o He
npocro uaér. OH ryaser. Bor! H coBcem He cTpauHo!

— Tyaser? — yauBuica nonyrai.

— Tlyaaer! — o6panoBajnacs MapThilKa.

— Tyaswo! — nonpoGosaa Ha BKyC 3TO CJOBO CJO-
Hénok.— O#! — cka3an oH BocxHUEHHO.— Bor kyna
uny! A ryasio!

— T'yasemp! — noaTsepaun ynas.

U cuacrausblii CIOHEHOK cOIEN ¢ MeCcTa, HA KOTOPOM
€My yKe He Haf0 GbI10 BCeraa CTofATh.

— A pasadite,— 3aKpuyasa MapTbiliKka,— AaBaHTe
BCE NOHAEM ryaaThb!

U Bce coraacuaunce. U ceiivac xe, HemeaJeHHO, OTII-
paBuaunco ryaatb. U ryasau no camoro Beuepa.
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¥YnaB aexan Ha 6oabuioM niaockom Kamue. Ilop ro-
JIOBY OH MOJJIOXKHJ XBOCT, a r1a3a ero OblIM 3aKPbIThI.

— Aaaa! BoT oH Thi! — KpMKHy/na MapThillKa, NOA-
6eras k ypasy.— Jlexuwp? Otabixaews? Ycrada, pa? A
4TO Thl Aeaan? A yto-HM6yab BKycHoe y Te6sa ectb? Her?
A uTO y Te6Gs ecTb?

— Y MeHsi eCTb MbICAb! — cKa3aa yAaB, OTKphbIBas
raasza.— Mubicab. U s eé pymaio.

— Kakas Mblcab? — cnpocHJia MapThllliKa.

— Tak cpa3y He cKaxKellb,— B3A0XHYJa yAaB.— 10
TaKasi MbIC/b... O4eHb JJMHHAA... U PO MEHs, U NMPo Te-
651, MapTblllKa, H Npo cAOHéHKA M nonyras. [lpo Bcex
Hac.

— ¥x 1! — noanpeiriyna maproika.— Ox, Kakas
XOpOLIas MbICJb. A MOXHO 51 €€ TOXe HEMHOXKO Mno-
aAymaio?

— Jlymaii,— paspewua ynas.
MapTbiuika ceaa psaOM C yAaBOM Ha KOPTOYKH H CTa-
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Jga aymarb. Ho oKa3aJnochb, UTO Ha KOPTOUKaX AyMaThb He-
yao6Ho. Torna oHa Bctasna Bo Becb pocT. Ho Tak el To-
e He OUeHb AyMaJocb. MapTbiika OblicTpo 3aJie3na Ha
Gamnxaiiliee nepeBo H HEMHOXKKO NOBHCEJ A BHH3 rOJIOBOH.

— Her,— cka3ana oHa cama ceGe,— BHH3 TrO0JIOBOM
TOXe na0xo. Bcé nepekyBbipKkuBaercs.

MapThiwka cjessia Ha 3eMJII0 © HEMHOXKKO NOMNpPbIra-
Ja, 4To6bl MOCTABHTH HA MECTO BCE TO, YTO NMEPEKYBbIPK-
HYJIOCb, KOT/1a OHA BHCEJa BHU3 TOJIOBOH.

— MapTbiiuka,— cKka3aJj yAaaB,— YTO Thl BCE BpeMms
BepTHWbcA? Tol He BepTuCh. Thl Aymai.

— 3 yxe noaymaJja,— cKka3aJja MapThbillKa.

— A Tbl ew€ NOAyMaH,— nNpeaJoXHJ yAAB.

— $,— ckasaja MapThillKa,— NPO OAHO M TO XKe He
ymeio aymath ABa pasa! U tebe He coBetylo. Bcé ppems
AyMaTb OAHY M Ty Xe€ MbIC/Ib HeJib3sl! ITO OUeHb BPEAHO!
OT 3TOr0 MOXKHO COCKYYHTLCSI H 3260J1€Tb.

— [Ilpo uro xe MHe AymMaTb? — B3JOXHYJ YyAaB.

— Jymaii... lymal npo kKykansky! — cka3ana map-
ThIIUKaA.

— Kak xe s 6yny npo Heé pymaTb,— CKa3aJj yaaB,—
eCcJIM g JaXe He 3Halo, UTO 3TO TaKoe — KyKaJjsaka?

— Kykaaska — 370 Takoi slilH4eK, B KOTOPOM Jie-
KHUT MYKYKa,— 00BbACHHJIA MapTHILIKA.

— YT10 NeXHUT? — He NOHAJ YAAB.

— Mykyka!

— A MyKyKa — 370 uTO0?

— Mykyka — 3T0 Takas KOopo0Oouka, B KOTOpPO# Je-
XKUT Oucaka!

— A uto TaKkoe 6ucsika?
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— bBHcaKka — 370 TaKoit NakeTHK, B KOTOPOM JEXKHT
xptops!

— Uro TH Takoe roBopHINL, MapTHIILKa? — BO3MY-
THACs ynaB.— Kakas ewé xpiopsa?

— IlamMnyKkckas xplops! — ckazana MapTbiliKa.—
Mamnykckas!

— HuHKaKMX naMnykcKkHMX Xpiopb s HHKOraa He BH-
aena! — 3akpHuaa yaas.

— Mauno au uero TH He BHAEA! — cKa3aJjla MapThill-
Ka.— Tbl ero He BUaeJ, a2 OHO €CTb.

— [ne? — cnpocua ynas.

— B pa3sdpix Mecrax,— ckaszasa Maprbilmika.— A
NaMnykckas Xplopsi — 3TO TaKOH CYHIAY4YOK, B KOTOPOM
JIeXKHT MaMYypHK.

— Ioroan, mapreimika! — B3moauiaca ynas.— Ilo-
ronu! Kto ero tyaa nosoxua? ror cyHay4ok. B atoro
MaMypHKa.

— He cyHay4OKk B MaMypHKa,— NONpaBH/ia MapThilll-
Ka,— a MaMypuKa B CyHAy4oK. U HHKTO ero Tyna He
kaaJja. OH TaM M TaK Jexan.

— Kro? I'ne? — 3akpuuan ynas.— 3aueM OH Tam
Jexaan?

— Tl npo Koro cnpawuBaelib? — OCBEAOMHIACH
maprbimika.— [1po cyHayuoK uau npo mamypHka?

— Ipo uux! — ckasan ynas.— Ipo oGoux. 3auem
OHH TaM JieXaJH?

— Tam oHM He JexaaW,— CKaszajla MapThlluKa.—
OHu nexanu B apyrom mectre. Henonanéky.

— Maprbinka! — 3akpuuaa ynas.— Ceiuac xe ne-
pectaHb! /I yXKe HHUero He noHumaio!
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— W nonumartb Heuero! — ckasaja mapThiilika.—
Bcé oueHb npocTo.

— TloBopH cH0O MHHYTY,— moTpe6oBaa ynae.— Yro
TaM BHYTPH BCeX 3THX SAUIHUKOB, KOPOOOK, NakeToB, ue-
MOJAHOB, KYJbKOB H CYHILYKOB?

— He 3Haw! — cka3aJja mapTbilllKa.

— A KTO 3HaeT? — CNpPOCHJ YAAB.

— Ha cBete ecTb MHOro Takoro,— cka3ajla map-
THIIIKA,— MPO 4YTO HHUKTO HHYEro0 COBCEM-COBCEM He
3Haer!

— Ecaun npo 3T0 HUKTO HHYEro He 3HaeT,— cKa3aJj
ylae,~— TO s MPO 3TO U AyMmarsb He 6yny!

— 3HauMT, Tbl ONATb OyACIb AYMATb CBOIO AJHHHYIO
MBICJIb? — CMPOCHJA MapThiUIKA.

— Jla! byay! — ckasaa ynas.

— 370 oYeHb OMNACHO,— 3aKpHuaJa MapThiliKa,—
BCE BpeMs 1Po 0AHO H TO XKe nymats! Tol 3a060seewn!

— OT TBOMX NaMNyKCKUX Xplopb ewé ObicTpeit 3a-
6oseeltb! — NpoBopyas ylias, CEEPHYJCR B KJAyOOK H
ONATb NOJOXKHJ XBOCT NOJ NOROOPOAOK.

— Hy, ynaB, Hy, noxaayicra! — nonpocuna map-
Toiwlka.— He nymait csowo mbicas. lymaii apyryio.

— He xouy! — cka3an ynas M nepesoXuja roJoBy
noganabiie ot mapTbhitiku. Ho mapTbilika cHOBa npHja
K roJioBe.

— Xouellb, 5 TeGe NECHIO CNOI? — NPeNJOKHIA OHA.

— Cnacn60,— cKa3aa yaaB,— He CTOMT.

— Hy, Ttorna s Te6e uTo-HUOYAbL pacekaxy,— noo-
Gewana MaprThilika,— A Tebe pacckaxy cayyail u3
JKHM3HH.
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— He Hapo! — ckasan ynaB.— I u TaKk 3Haw Bce
CJy4aH M3 TBOEH XKHU3HH.

— A 51 He M3 cBOeH,— CKa3aJa mapTbiluka.— I TeGe
pacckaxy cay4yad M3 uyxko# *KH3HH. U3 XKH3HM CIAOHEH-
Ka. ITO OYeHb HHTEPECHBIH cayuaii. KcraTu, ator cayuaii
He TOJIbKO H3 XH3HH CJIOHEHKA, OH €LI€ M U3 XKH3HM NO-
nyras. [10TOMy YTO OHH B 3TOM CJlyyae BCTPETHJAHCHL. Bor
nocayua...

Ho ynas He ctaa caymiarb MapThilUKY.

— Tol onaTb €€ nymaewb, CBOI0 MbICAB? — 3aKPHua-
Jaa maptoilnka.— Ceiliuac Tbl 3a60Jeelb! — npepynpeau-
Ja oHa.

— Ox! — B310XHYJ yAaB.

— B3abixaewb?! — ucnyranace Maprtbiluka.— TH
yKe HauaJ 3aboaesartb. Thi, HaBepHO, yXKe cebs MJ0XO0
yyBcTByewsn? [la?

— Mrm! — npo6opmoran ynas.

— Bcé! — kpuknyaa maproiiika.— Twi 3a60aea!!!

— Mrm!

— Hy Bot! — BcnaecHyna pykamu maptbhimka.—
Ke ropopusa! Tenepb TeGe BOOOIE HH 0 4€M JymaTh
Heab3s! CablluMIIbL? — MApPThIIKA 3aTOpMOILIKJA yla-
Ba.— WJH Thl y2K€ HHUEro He CJAbIHIIbL?!

— Cabluy, cabimy,— cKa3aJ yAaas.

— T ne y re6s 60aut?

— bBoJuT, GOJHUT...— OTKJIHKHYJICA YyAAB, KOTOpPbIM
He TOJIbKO He CJyllaJ, 4TO rOBOPHT MapThIlLKa, HO laXe
He MOHHMMAJI, YTO OH CaM €H OTBeyaer.

— ¥YnaB! — cKka3ana maprbiika.— Te6sa ewé mox-
Ho cnacth! Tol TOAbKO He BOJHYHCA. JleXXH H HH 0 4€M
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He aymail. M toraa Tbl CKOpo NONpaBHIILCA U CMOXeELb
XOIHUTb.

— Yo THl cka3ana? — BAPYr MOAHAJA TOJIOBY yAaB.

— S roBoplo, Tl NOMPAaBHUWILCA H CMOXEWb XO-
AMTb! — NOBTOPHWJIA MAPTHILLKA.

— Her! — ckasan ynap neyanbHo.— §1 HHKOraa He
CMOTY XOAHTb.

Maprbiika nepenyranacs. OHa nocmorpesa Ha yaa-
Ba, ¥ el NOKA3aJl0Cb, YTO €My CTaJO ropa3no Xyxe.

«Hapno ceityac ke HaliTH c/IOHEHKA U nonyraa,— no-
aymana maprbimika.— Hano ux naiitu u npuecti. OHu
yTo-HHOGyAbL npuaymarot. CAOHEHOK yXKacHO ymHbiH, U
nonyrai toxe yxacHo yMHbiH. OHM 06a y>KacHo yMHbIe.
[Ipocto oann apyroro ymuei...»

— YnaB,— cKa3aJaa mapTbilika,— a1 ceiluac ybery, a
notom npubery o6parHo. Thl noka gexu. Jlexu u ne orop-
yaiica. 310 y Te6a He oueHb cTpawHas GoJesHb. Jlaxe
coBcem He crpawHasn. Sl aty 6oae3Hb 3Hal. S cama e
TPH pa3a 6oaena. Jlaxe uernipe. U Kaxabiii pa3 BbI310-
paBauBaja. U tbl Toxe Bbi3goposeewin! OQ6s3atenbHO
nonpaBHiubcs. U cMOXellb XOAHUTD.

— A 5 TeGe roBoplo, 4YTO 1 HUKOraa He CMOry Xo-
auTb! — TBEPAO cka3aa ynas.— Hukorpa!!!

— Hy uro thi... Y10 THI?— NONATHAACH OT yAaBa Map-
thiika.— ... fl... Ce#uac. Tol gexn, a a... A ceiluac.

N mapTbinika nomyagnach 3o Bcex cua. Ona nobexa-
Jla HCKaTh NOnyras H cJOHEHKA.

CnoHéHOK M nonyrad He 3HAJH, YTO MApPTbILIKA HX
vier. OHM WK NO Jlecy H MUMOXOAOM Mrpaju B HHTe-
PecHyI0 Hrpy.
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CaoHEHOK W nonyrad Mrpaau B npo6aembi. ITo TaKHe
cneuuanbHble 3aranku. CioHéHOK cTaBHa npobJembi, a
nonyrad ux paspewaJy. Wau He paspeman. Koraa kakx.

— [louemy Bona B pyube Teuér Bceraa B OLHY CTOPO-
HY, a Ha3aJ HUKOTAa He Te4E€T? — CTaBHJ npodaemy cJo-
HEHOK.

— A 3auem eii Teub Ha3aA? — yAKBJAJCA nonyran.—
Mumo TOro, 4To nNo3aaM oHa yxe OJMH pa3 NMpoTekana.
OHa 3Haert, Kak TaM — no3aau. Ei tenep, HHTEpECHO
MOCMOTPETh, UTO BRiepelH.

CaoHEHOK BCEé crnpalluBaj M COpallMBaJj, a nonyrau
BCE OTBEYAJ M OTBEUAJ, M B KOHLE KOHLOB CJOHEHOK
cKasaa:

— Mke, nonyraii, Tenepb noutH BCcé AOHATHO. Mue
Tenepb TOJbKO OJHO HEMOHATHO: OTKyla Tbi, nonyras,
BC€ 3Haewb?

— Jla yx 3Haio! — cKkasan nonyra.

— Bcé, Bcé?

— Bcé! Bcé!

Bokpyr cioHgnka M nonyrasa JexaJju OpexH, KOTO-
pble co3pead M MONanaju ¢ KoKocoBbix naabMm. Caomé-
HOK MOCMOTpEJ Ha 3TH OPeXH U CMIPOCHJ:

— T[lonyraii, KaK Thl Aymaellb, CKOJIbKO TYT OP€XOB
Hanajaano?

— Kyua! — cka3an nonyrai, oOrasaeBwWucb Mo
cropoHam. — Llenaa kyua Hanapana.

— A CKOJbKO HYXHO OpexoB, — CMNPOCHJ CJOHE-
HOK, — YTOObI NOAYyUHIACH KyUa?

— Kyua — 3to koraa mHoro, — ckasaj nonyraii.

— A MHOro — 310 CKOJIbKO?

— MHoro — 3t0 mHoro.
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— JlaBaii BcE-Takn pa3bepémca! — npenJOXKHA
caoHéHok. — Jlecatn opexos — aTo Kyua?

CaonéHok nopoGpan aecsitb OPexXoB H CJAOXKHJA HX
Bmecte. [lonyrai oGolén BOKpPyr LecsiTH OpexoB M OC-
MOTpPeJ HX C pa3HbiX cTopoH. [loToM OH 3aje3 Ha OpexH
M NOrJisi e Ha HUX CBEPXY.

— Jla! — cka3aa nonyraii. — Jlecsitb opexoB —
31O Kyua!

CaoHéHok nonoOpan eweé aBa opexa H MOJOXKHJA HX
OTAEJbHO.

— A nBa? — cnpocHJ CJIOHEHOK.

Honyrai nopowén kK JABYyM opexaM M HEMHOXKO
PALOM C HUMH NMOCTOSHI.

— Her, — ckasan nonyrad, — aBa — 3T0 He Kyua.
UYrto 310 32 Kyua, Korna Bcero apa opexa? Jisa — He
Kyua!

Torna cnOHEHOK B34 OJHMH Opex OT AECATH W mepe-
JIOXKHJ ero K ABYM opexam. Tenepb y Hero ¢ OJHOH
CTOPOHBbI MOJIYYHJAOCH AEBATb OPEXOB, a C APYroii TPH.

— Tpu opexa — 310 Kyua? — CNPOCHJA CJOHEHOK.

— Tpu — 310 TOXKe He Ky4a,— CKa3aj nonyrad,—
BCé PABHO MaJo.

— A 1eBATb? — CNPOCHJ CJAOHEHOK.

— JleBsaiTb — Kyua!

— A uerbipe? — CIPOCHJ CJOHEHOK.

— Hekyua.

— A BoceMb?

— Kyua.

— Anarp?

— He kyua.

— A cemp?
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— Or 60ae3HH. YiaB oueHb GoneH! OH yxKe HHKOT
HHKOTJa He CMOXET XOAHMTb! — MapTbillKa BCXJHN
Ja.— OH cam cKasaa!

— Cam cka3aa? — ucnyrajcs CJIOHEHOK.

— Cam! — noarsepauaa mapreimka.— Ckopeit! |
J0 YTO-TO ReJaThb!

— Yro ke MBI TYT CTOHM?! — BOCKJIMKHYJ MOMYT

U Bce Tpoe KUHYJHCH GeXaTh.

CaoHéHOK, nonyrail H MapTbIlIKa NPUMUYAJIHCH K Y
BY. Y1aB JieXKaJ C 3aKPbITHIMH 1a3aMH W COBCEM He |
BeJIHJICH.

— Bor oH! — 3akpuuasa MaprThIlIKa.

— Tccc! — cka3an clOHEHOK, MOAXOAA K yAaBy Ha
ubinoYkax.— boabHOMY HyXKeH NOKOH.

— Aaa! 3710 Bbl...— OTKpbLI [71a3a yAaB.

— Cnoko#Ho! — ckasaa nonyrait ynasy.— He Heps-
Hu4aii! He nepexuBaii! CeHuac Mbl uTO-HMGYyAbL NPHAY-
Maem!

— Ho...— ynaB nonbiTajca NOAHATL roOJIOBY.

— Te6e pasroBapuBaTh BpeaHO! — nepeGuJ ero cjio-
HEHOK.

— OueHb BpenHO! — KPHKHYJIa MapThIlIKa.

Ona cxBaTHJa Ny4YOK TPaBbl U CYHyJa YAaBy B POT.
Y106 OH He pa3roBapHBaJ, pa3 3T0 €My BPEAHO.

— Mwmmy! — cKasaa yaaB M nonpo6osaj BbiNJIO-
HYTb TPaBY, HO Y HEro He NOJY4YHJOCh.

— Bo03Mo0XHO, OH neperpeJca,— cKka3aj nonyra,
pasrasasiBas ynasa.— Ha coaHue.

— Torna ero HyXXHO OTHeCTH B Te€Hb,— BbiCKa3aJ
CBOE€ MHeHHe CJAOHEHOK.
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Maprhika cxsaTHja ynaBa U OTTALLHJA €r0 B TEHb,
noa nepeso.

— Ho oH mMor u npocTyauTbcs! — BIApPYr Npeanoo-
JKHUA nonyrai.

— Torna Hy>XHO BbIHECTH €ro Ha coJiHue! — BbiCKa-
3aJ1 CJIOHEHOK CBOE ApYyroe MHEHHe.

Maprhika 6bICTPEHBKO NEpeTalinia yaasa 06paTHo
Ha COJIHLe.

¥YnaB B M3yMJIEHHH CJleAHJ 32 BCEM NPOHCXOASLIHM,
HO He Bo3paxkah. Jla u Kak 6bl oH Bo3paxan. Bo pry y
Hero Obina TpaBa, H, Kpome «MMy», HUKaKHe BO3pa-
KEHHS BCE PABHO HE BbIFOBAPHBAJIHCD.

— Ho B03M0XXHO, OH BCE-TaKH neperpeJics, a He Npo-
CTYAHJICSl,— 3aMeTHJI nonyran.

— Toraa eMy HyXHO B TeHb! — TBEpAO cka3aJa cJo-
HEHOK.

MapTtbiika norauuiaa yaasa B TEHb.

— Ho Mmoxert ObiTb, NPOCTYAUJCH, a He neperpen-
€A? — 3aaymaJjcsa nonyra.

— Torha Ha conHue! — cKa3aJ CJAOHEHOK.

MapTbiuika B30XHyJ1a H NOTALKHAA YAABA HA CONHLE.

— Hert! — cka3an nonyrait.— Bcé-taku neperpecs!

— Haun npocryamnca! — no6aBua CNOHEHOK.

NMonyrait u caonénok 3acnopuau. «Ileperpeacsa!» —
TOBOpPUJ oAuH. « HeT, npoctyauacsa!» — Bo3paxaa apy-
roi. «[leperpeacsa!» — «Ilpocryaunca!» — «Mpocryaua-
cal» — «[Ileperpencs!»

Mapreimka 6erana ¢ ynasom Tyaa-ciona, noka Tpa-
Ba, KOTOpas 6biaa BO PTy yAABa, HAKOHEL He BHITPSAXHY-
Jacek. Torna ynas BopBaJcst H 3aKpHUaan:

— Kro neperpeaca? Kro npocryauniacsa?
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— Tw! — cka3an emy nonyraii.

— SA? — nopasuaca ynas.— Korna?

— HenaBHo,— cO0GUINA CHOHEHOK.

— A mouemy s 3TOTO He 3aMeTHJ? — CAPOCHJ yNaB.

— Tbl 3amMeTHa! — HafNOMHHWIA eMy MapThiliKa.— Thi
CaM CKa3aJ, YTO yXKe HHKOTLa He CMOXKelllb XOAHTb!

— [lpaBuabHo! — kpukHya ynaB.— S HuKorpa He
CMOTY XOAHTb.

— [Motomy uto TuI oueHb GoaeH! — nobGaBnuaa map-
THILIKA.

— Her! — ckasan ynas.— §l HHKOraa He CMory Xo-
AMTb He NOTOMY, YTO 7 GoJaeH. 51 HHKOrma He cMmory Xo-
AHMTb, NOTOMY 4TO 9 BOOOUie He XOXY. Al noasaw.
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Oana)Kabl MapThIIIKA M NONyrau WaAH PALLIIIKOM H
BECEeJIO NeJH FPOMKYI0 MECHIO.

— Tcec! — BAPYr ocTaHOBUJ MX CAOHEHOK.— THiue!
He wymure. YaaB cnur.

— Cnut? — BOCKJAMKHYa nonyrad.— A#H, Kak Hexo-
powo! OH cnut, a Mbl noém! 1o npocro yxacHo. Mul
noémM, U HaM BecCeJl0, a OH CMIUT, H eMy CKyuHOo. CnaTb-TO
Belb ropa3fo ckyuHee, yeM netb. C Haleil CTOPOHBI 3ITO
HeyecTHO. JTO paxe HecnpaseiauBo. Hano ero Hemen-
JIEHHO Pa30yAHTD.

— Y7106 o TOoXe nea! C Hamu, — noaaepxana
nonyras MapThika.

— T[ne oH cnUT? — cNpocHa nonyra.

— BoH B Tex KycTax, — nokKa3aJj CJOHEHOK.
— Maproiitka! — Bejea nonyrai. — Cxoau pas-
Oyau ero!

Maproimika nosesja B KycTsl H uepe3 MHMHYTy nosi-
BMJIACh OTTYJA C XBOCTOM yJ1aBa B pyKax. 3a 3TOT XBOCT
MapTHIIIKa BBHITALMJAA W3 KYCTOB BCEro yjaasa.
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— OH He xouet npocbinatbcsi! — cka3aja MapTbitl-
Ka, népras yaaBa 3a XBOCT.

— He xouy! — nposopuan ypas. — H He Oyny!
3aueM MHe npoChINaThCA, KOTAAa MHe CHUTCA TaKoi
MHTEPECHBIH COH.

— A uTo TeGe CHHUTCA? — CNPOCHJ CJAOHEHOK.

— MHe cHUTCS, 4TO MapTHILIKA TALUT MEHSA 32 XBOCT.

— 310 Te6e He CHUTCA,— CKa3aJa MapThillka.— ITO
A1 Te0s ieHCTBUTENbHO TalLy!

— Tbl HHUero He NMOHMMaeWb B CHAX, MapThillKa,—
CKa3aJs yjaaB, 3eBassi.— A 4 noHMMaw ropasno OoJblie,
NoTOMY uTO CNJI0 ropasno vaute. Pa3 s ropopio, 4to mHe
CHHTCH, 3HAYHT, CHUTCA. MeHsa He nposenéuip!

— Ho Beap TH yXke npocHyJdca! — cka3aa nony-
rail.— Pa3 Tbl pasropapHBaellb ¢ MapTHILIKOH, 3HAYHT,
Thl yXKe NPOCHyJcsi. A Thl C Heli pa3ropapHsaellb!

— Pa3sroBapuBaio! — noarsepaua yanas.— Ho a He
npocHyJcs. S1 pasroBapusaio ¢ Heii BO cHe. MHe cHHTCA,
4TO 51 C Hel pa3roBapMHBal.

— Ho Beab 51 ¢ T060i1 TOXKE pa3rosapHsalo,— CKasa-
Jla MapThillKa.

— MpaBuapHo! — coraacuiaca yaas.— Tbl co MHOH
pasroBapuBaeillb. B Tom Xke camoM cHe.

— Ho a xe He cnawo! — 3akpHuana MapThillKa.

— Tbl He cnuub! — ckasaa yaae.— Tol chHHlibCA!
Mbge! )

Mapreilika x0oTes1a BO3MYTHTBCS H flaXKe yXKe OTKpPbl=
Ja port, uro6 HauaTb Bo3myuiatbcs. Ho TyT efi B roJioBy
NPHILJIA OYeHb NPHUATHAA MbICJb.

«fl cHioch yaaBy! — nogymana maptbhiika.— Panb-
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e i HUKOr4a HHKOMY He CHHJacb, a Tenepb cHioch. O,
Kak 340poBoO!»

U mapThillKa He CTaja BO3MYWATbCA. 3aTO BO3MY-
THJICS monyraii.

— He Moxer oHa TeGe CHHTbCSl,— CKa3aj nonyrau
yAaBy,— MOTOMY YTO Thl HE CNIHIIb!

— Her, moxer! — Bo3pasua ynas.— [lotoMy yto 2
cno!

— Her, He moxeT!

— Her! Moxer!

— T[louemMy 3T0 5 He MOry eMy CHHMTbCA? — BMmellla-
dacbh maprhilika.— S ewé kak mory! Ynas! — Topxecr-
BeHHO 00baBHAA MapThillka.— H mory! H 5 6yny Tebe
cHuTbea! C 6OabIIMM YAOBOJABCTBHEM. A Thi, NONYyrau, He
oTBJleKaii ero, noxanayicra! Jlapa#, ynas, s 6yay CHHTb-
cs Tebe pagblie, a Thl PaccKa3biBal, YTo 1 TaM Jenalo,
B TBOEM CHeE?

— Thbi CTOMIL H HA MEHA CMOTPHUIbL! — CKa3aJ yAas.

— Ypa! — 3aKkpHyana MapTblLlIKa, NepeKyBbIPHYJIaCh
yepes roJIOBY H MoJe3 ia Ha NnaJbMmy.

— A Tenepb 5 uTO A€JA0? — 3aKpHyasa MapThillKa
C NaJbMbl.

— Tw 3afpanacb Ha NajJbMy H BHCHIIb TaM Ha
xBocrte!

— ¥YaaB,— CNpOCH BAPYr CTOSIBLIHH B CTOPOHKeE
CJIOHEHOK,— a MapTbillka CHHUTCH TebOe oaHa? boabue
Te6e HUKTO He CHUTCA?

— Tlouemy Xe? — ynuBHaca yaaB.— Tl MHe ToXe
CHHIIbCA.

— Cnacu6o! — o6paaoBancs CAOHEHOK.
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— A! CaoHéHOK! — 3aKpHyajia MapThilika ¢ Najb-
mbi.— Tl TOXKe 31€ech, BO cHe? Bot Tak BcTpeua!

W mapTbiiiKa nNpbirHyJaa ¢ NajbMbl IPSAMO Ha CNHHY
CJIOHEHKA.

Ilonyraii, KoTopbld ocTajsca B NOJHOM OJHHOUYECTBE,
€ 3aBHCTbIO CMOTpEJ, KAK MapThIlUKA W CJAOHEHOK Beceo
CHATCA yAaBy. B kKoHue kKOHUOB OH He BbiaepxkaJ. Ho-
nyrai noAOWeEN K yaasy H CKa3ad:

— ¥YnaB! A Belb A TOXXe JaBHO yxe coOupaJcs Tebe
NPHCHUTBCA.

— Hoxanyiicta! — HeMeaJeHHO corylacuics ylaB.—
CHuch Ha 310pOBbe!

— Ecau Tbl He BO3paxkaewb,— CKa3aJj nomyrai,— s
HauyHy npsmMo ceiuac!

Mepen Tem Kak BOWTH B COH yaaBa, nonyrai HEMHOX-
KO MOYHCTHJ NEPLILIKH H NONPaBHJ XBOCT.

— §1 yxe cHIOCb Te6e? — cnpocHa monyra.

— CHubeo.

— [MIpekpacHo! — Ionyraii nopowén Kk MapTbiliKe U
cTporo ckasaj:— MapTbillka, nepecTtaHb KyBbIPKaTbCA
M n€prath CJAOHEHKA 3a X0060T. A Thbl, CIOHEHOK, celuac
XKe npekpatu e€ noabpacniBaTh, 4 BOOOLE, €CAU Bbl KO-
My-HUOGYIb CHHTECb, TO, MOXKaJyHcTa, BeauTe ceGsa NpH-
JUYHO B YYKHX CHaX.

C/0HEHOK M MAPTHILLIKA NPHUTHXJIH.

— YnaBs,— ckasana nonyrad,— X0TeJoCb 6bl NOCMOT-
peTb TBOil COH mMoBHHUMaTedbHed. Xotenocb Obl noras-
IeTb, Kakasa y 1eéa Tyt npupoaa. Takaa XKe, Kak y Hac
B Adpuke, uau apyrasa?

— Ilo-moemy, Takas »Xe! — ckasan ynas, oras-
AbIBAsICh.
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— A xoTenoch Gbl 4ero-HUGyab HOBEHbKOT0,— TBEPJO
3aMeTuJa nonyrai.

— ¥YnaB,— nonpocHs CJHOHEHOK,— NyCTb TeGe MpH-
CHHTCH, YTO Mbl NMONAJH Ha HeoGHTaembiit ocTpoB. MHe
yXKe Tak JaBHO Ty1a XOueTcs.

— MHe TOXe Tyda Xxouercs, — CKasaja Map-
THIIKA.

— JlapHo,— coraacuaca ynaB. OH B3MaxHyJa XBOC-
TOM W HauaJj: — MHe cHuTCa 6ywylouiee mope. U B aTOM
OyulyloiemM Mope Nno BoJie BOJH HOCHTCS YTJbIH CIOHEHOK.

— Kaxkoi? Kakoit CJOHEHOK? — yaAHBHJIACH Map-
THIIUKA.

— YT1abii.

— A 4TO 3TO TaKOe? — CNpOCHJ BCTPEBOKEHHBIH CJI0-
HEHOK.

— YTabIH — 3TO 3HAYUT MAJIEHbKHH H HECHACTHBIH,—
00'bsICHHA MONyran.

— Ara! — noarsBepaHn yaaB.— A 3a yTJaoro cio-
HEHKA NepKHUTCA ell€ §oJiee yTaas MapThiIKa H COBCeM
yTJAbIH nonyran.

MapTbiliKa TYT Ke CXBATHJA NOMNyras W NpbIrHygaa ¢
HMM Ha CJIOHEHKA.

Tam oHa oaHOH pyKoH mpHIKajaa nomnyras K rpyau, a
APYroi yxBaTuaach 3a yXo CJOHEHKA.

— MHe CHHTCSH, YTO OrpOMHbIE BOJIHBI NOAOPACHIBAIOT
CJIOHEHKA U PACKAYHMBAIOT €ro BO BCe CTOPOHbl,— NPOA0.JI-
XKaJj yaas.

— Ycablag, 4To €ro packauMBaloT, CJOHEHOK CTaJl
nepecTynath ¢ HOTH HA HOTY, H OT 3TOTO €ro CMHa 3akKa-
YyaJjach, Kak najy6a Hacrosimero Kopab,as B caMbld Ha-
CTOSILIHHA WITOPM.

56



— Maprbiika 3a6oaejqa MOPCKOH GoJgesHblo! —
06baBua ynae.— A nonyra# ot He€ 3apa3uics!

— Mopckan 6oJe3Hb He 3apa3uTeJbHan! — BO3MY-
THJICS IONYTraH.

— B MO€M cHe,— ckKa3aja yAaB,— OHA O4YE€Hb JHaXe
3apasuresibHasn.

— JlaBai, naBait! — noajaepxana yaaBa MapThilli-
Ka.— 3apaxalicsa 6e3 pasrosopos!

— A nycTb 5 ayuiie 3a604€0 HACMOPKOM? — npen-
JIOXKHJA nonyrau.

— Her! — 18épno ckazan yaaB.— boaeii, uem 3a-
paxaror!

Monyrai B3nOXHYJ.

— W Bapyr!..— BockauKHya ynaB.— Bnepenu noka-
3ajica HeoGuTaembiii octpos! BoJHbl Hecau CJOHEHKA
npaMo Ha ckaabl. «Urto penarp?» — 3akpuuajaa map-
ThIUIKA.

Maprbluka Tyt XKe 3akpuuaga 3to camoe «Uro ne-
JaTb?» M30 BCeX CHJ U MPAMO B yXO CJAOHEHKY.

Ot takoro «Yto nenarb?!» CAOHEHOK MNOACKOUMA H
ynaa Ha O6ok. [lonyraii M MaprbllliKa NOKATHJIAWCL MO
3emJie.

— [lorepneBuinx CJOHEHKOKpYLIeHHe GIAroN0Jy4yHO
BLIOPOCHIO HaA Geper! — ynoBAETBOPEHHO CKa3aj yIasB.

— YnaB,— ckasaa nonyrad, noaHMMasnCb,— MO-MO-
eMy, Te6e CHUTCH YXKACHO CTPALUHbIH COH.

— Hnuero nopo6Horo! — Bo3pasua ynas.— O6bikHO-
BeHHBbI1 coH. Cpeaneil yxKacHoctH. Utak,— npoaosKua
yAaB,— MHe€ CHHTCSl, YTO Bbl NMOMAaJH HAa HeOoOGHTaeMbii
octpoB. M Kak ToIbKO Bbl HAa HEro NONaJu, OH cpasy craJ
o0uTaeMbiM. |
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~— TlouemMy? — yaHBHJCS CAOHEHOK.

— [llotomy ut0 Teneppb Ha HEM oOMrTaere Bbi! —
O00BSICHHA yAaB.

— 1 6yny oOMTaTh HA AepeBe! — CKa3aja MapThill-
Ka M 0J1e3,1a Ha NaJabMy.

— Caesaiil! — norpeéoBan ynas.— 3ta najbMa MHe
He CHHUTCH.

— A Kakas cHurtcs?

— Mue naabMbl BoOG1LE HE CHATCSA,— CKa3aJ yAaB.—
Ha 3Tom ocTpoBe KX HeT.

— Y10 XKe TYT eCTb? — CAPOCHA CJOHEHOK.

— A Huuero Het. OauH TOAbKO OCcTPOB. U BCE.

— He ObiBaeT TakKHX oOCTPOBOB! — 3aKpHuaJ no-
nyras.

— bbiBaer, 6biBaeT! — yTewua ero ynas. — B Moém
CHe Bcé€ ObiBaer!

— UYro ke y Te6s GbiBaer, ecau Aaxe nNajbM HeT?—
CMpPOCHAA MApThIIKA.

— Ecan Her naabM,— 3aaymajacs CJAOHEHOK, —
3HAYHT, HET H KOKOCOBBIX OPEXOB?

— Her!— noarsepauna yaas.

— U 6aHaHoB HeT? U BOOOLte HET HHYEro BKYCHO-
ro?— Mcnyraiaacb MapTbilika. — A uto Xe Oyaer y Hac
Ha 3aBTPak, Ha 006e M HA YXKHH?

— Mbi Tak He coraacHbl! — BO3MYTHJCS MONyraM.

— Mbi Tak He XOTHMM! — cKa3aja MapThllLIKa.

— Tak He MHTEpecHO! — B3MOXHYJ CJIOHEHOK.

— Caywalite,— o6upeiacs ynas. — Kro komy cHur-
ca? S BaM nau Bbl MHe? Bbl XKe He 3Haere, uto Oyher
jaabuie!

— A uto Oyaer pajblue? — CMPOCHA CJAOHEHOK.
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— Jlaablue,— cKa3aa yaaB,— Bbi FPYCTHbIe U FOJI0L
Hble CHAEJH HAa COBEPLIEHHO MYCTOM OCTPOBE H AyMAJIH...

— Yem Obl n03aBTPaKaTh?— NOACKA3aJia MAPThIIIKA.

— Ecau Bbl 6yaere meHst nepeGUBaTh, TOrja CHHTECH
cebe caMu! — paccepaHJcs yaas.

— Her-Her, mbl He Gyaem nepeGuBaTb! — Hcnyraj-
€Al CJIOHEHOK.

— Torpa caywmaite. U BOT, KOraa Bbl yXe COBCEM
noTepsau HaaeXxay Ha...

— ...3aBTPaK,— THXOHbKO MOACKa3aJja MapThilliKa.

K cuacTblo, yiaB He ycabiiian U npsaoaKai:

— W Bot, Koraa Bbl cOBceM NOTEePSiAU HalAEKAY HA
cnaceHHe, B GyuyioumemM Mope nokasajach TOUKA.

— Pa3sBe Touky easar? — WENOTOM cnpocHaa map-
ThIIKA y nonyras.

— He easit,— 06bscHUN nonyraii ToKe WENOTOM.—
TouKy 06bIYHO CTABSIT B KOHLE...

— Ox! — B3n0oxHya caoHéHok.— Kaxoit neyaabubiid
noJiyuaercs KoHeil.

— Touka nabiia H ¢ KaXA0H MHHYTOM CTAHOBUJACh
Bc€ Gauxe n 6anxKe,— cka3an ynae.— Yem Gauxe oHa
CTaHOBHMJACbL, TeM 0oJibllle OHA yBeJaHuHBajdach. U Bot
HaKOHell Bce MOHAJM, YTO 3TO Takoe. Bce yBuaenau, utro
3TO He KTO HHOM, KaK...

— 3abTpak! — 3aBonuJja MaprhillKa B NOJHOM BO-
cropre.— 3aBTpak npumibia!

— Maprbiiika! —yKkOpH3HEHHO B3AO0XHYJ YAAB.—
Fne Tbl BUAeaa, uT06 3aBTPAKH MAABaJU CaMH Mo cege?
3JT10 Obl He 3aBTPaK, a 2! IT0 1 — yAaB NPUCHHUJACA CaM
cebe, NpUNABII K BAM HAa NOMOIUb H...
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— IlpuBé3 Ham 3aBTpak! — oGpajnosanac, Map-
THIIKA.

— Jlapno,— coraacuaca ypa. — [lpuBés Bam
3aBTpakK.
— HaBepHo,— BOCKJAMKHyJa BOCXHILEHHas Map-

TbIIIKa,— HaBEPHO, Tbl MPHBE3 HaM OaHaHbi, © KOKOCO-
Bbie OpeXH, H aHaHachl, H!..

— S npuBé3 Bam BCE, uTo XOTHTe!— 1eapo 00ba-
BHJI yaB.

— Ypa!— 3akpuuana mMaprouillka H KHHyjaacb 00-
HuMaTb ynaBa. CnoHEHOK Toxke KHHyacA. Baaropaphbie
MapThIIKA H CJAOHEHOK OOGHMMANHM yAaBa H30 BCEX CHJI.
OHu paxke nonGpachiBajH ero BBepX.

Moryrait 6eran BOKPyr HHX M KpHYada:

— Tuwe, THme! OctopoxkHed! CeHuac Bbl ero pas-
oyaure! Boi ero pacronkaere! On ceHuac npocHérca!
Yro B nenaere?!

— Oit!— Bapyr ckaszaa ynas.— Kaxercsa, a1 Hauu-
Hal0 MPOCHINATbCA.

— Her! Her!— kpuuan nonyraii. — He napo! flo-
noxau! CHayana Mbl ChbeAMM BCE, UTO Thi NMPHBE3!
— He mory, — ckasan ynas. — [poceinaiocs.

— Hy kak XKe Tak?— BCIJECHYA KPbUIbIIIKAMH
nonyrai.— Ha camom uHtepecHoM mecre! . .

— Bcé!— nopuan roaoBy yanae. — S npocHyacsa!

— 3x! — maxHya KkpbiaomM nonyraid. — [lponan
3aBTpak!

— Kak nponaa? Kyana nponman?— pacrepaaach
MapTbIILKa.

— CoBcem nponaa,— o6bacHHA nonyrad.— Ocran-
csl BO CHe.
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— Hpy3bsa!— BApyr ckasaa yaas, NPOTHPAA XBOC-
TOM rja3a.— A KaKodH MHe HHTEepeCHbIii COH CHHJacs!
Xorure pacckaxy? MHe cHUOCD, YTO. . .

— Moxellb He paccKasbiBaTb,— nepe6ua ynaBa
nonyrai,— Mbl 3HaeM, YTO Tebe CHHJIOC.

— 3HaeM, 3HaeM!— MNOATBEPAHIH CJAOHEHOK H Map-
ThIWIKA.

— OtKyna xe Bbl 3HaeTe?— YIMBHJICA YAAB.
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Kak-To pa3 cnOHEHOK, monyraW, yias U MapThilIKa
cuieau v pasrosapusadd. Bapyr nonyraid Bcran Ha aan-
KH 4 CKa3saJa:

— Hy, a noméa!

— Kyna? — yauBHJCA yAaB.

— B rHe3po! — BaxHo cka3aa nonyrail.— B MoE
rHe3.o.

— A 4t0 y Te6s TaM? — cnpoOCHAA MapThILUKa.

— Bcé! Y meHa tam Bcé! — ckasan nonyrai M crana
npomarbcs.— Jlo cBHAaHbsA, CIOHEHOK; BCero Xopouiero,
yA2B; MapThillKa, noka!

— A Tbl CKOPO BEpHELIbLCA? — NOHHTEPECOBAJCA CJO-
HEHOK.

— THe3n0, 0HO panexko!— 06bacHUA nonyrai.— CHa-
yajia st NOHAY TyAa, TyAa, TyAa, Tyaa, tyna. [lotom Tam.
Norom o6patHo, 06paTHO, oOpaTHO, o6paTHo. U npuay
yepe3 TpH AHA. CuacTANBO ocTaBaThCs!

Monyraii yxe ABHHYJACS B NYTb W JaXe ycnea npoi-
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TH HECKOJIbKO WIAroB, KOraa CJAOHEHOK BAPYF Mperpaaui
eMy A0pory.

— Mlocaymai, nonyra#, — cKka3an CcJOHEHOK. — A
noueMy Thl HAEW b NEWKOM?

— Ha koM xe OH noener? — yaHBHJAACh MapThillKa.

—. Hu na kom,— cka3aa caoHénok.— Ilouemy Obi emy
He noJjeTeTh B 3TO CBOE FHEe310?

— JleACTBUTENBHO! — BOCKAHKHYJ  yaaB.— [loye-
My Obi?!

— W npaBpa! — odpanoBajace maptbimika.— Iloue-
My Obl eMy He... 3TO camoe?!

lMonyraii yxxacHo ynuBHacs.

— [louemy 6bl MHe... HEe 4TO?

— He noaerers! — 06bsichun  caoHéHok.— Pas,
pa3 — uram!

— Pas, pas... urae? — cnpocua nonyraii.

— B rHespe! — 3akpH4ana MapThlKa.

— Kak aro?

— Ouens npocto,— ckasan ynas.— [loaerea, nonae-
TeJ, a NOTOM NpPHJeTe] H CeJl.

Monyra#i BHUMATEJNbHO NMOCMOTPEN Ha CJAOHEHKA, Mo-
TOM Ha yAaBa, NOTOM Ha MAapTbILIKy U CNPOCHJ BCexX
TPOUX:

— Bbi ¢ yma coman, pa?

— Tul e nTHRA! — HANOMHUJA NONyraio yAas.

— A?! — ockop6uacs nonyrail.— Caywa#, Tbl 4yero
o63biBaemIbCa?

— OH He 003bIBaeTcs,— CKa3aJa CAOHEHOK.— Tbi —
nonyrai, a nonyrai — nruua.

— Bosmoxno! — cka3aa nonyrai.— Ho 3710 ewé He
3HAYUT, YTO MEHS MOXHO 003bIBaTL NO-BCAKOMY!
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— Hy, y 1651 ecTb 3TH?...— CJIOHEHOK MNoOMaxasn
ylamMH.

— Kakue «3TH»? — HeLOBEPUHBO CMPOCUJ Nonyra.

— Hy, atu? — c0HéHOK 3amMaxaJ yllaMH CHJIbHEH.

— Aaaa! Kpbabs! — porapancs nonyrad.— Ects!
Hy u uro?

— Tak aetn! — He BbiaepKaJ ynaB.

— Jletu! — noanepxaja yaaBa Maprbillika.

— Kyna? — cnpocua nonyraii HEeBUHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

— B rHe3no! — psaBKHYJ NOTepsIBLIMIA BCAKOE Tepne-
HHUe yAaB.

— Ax, BOT OHO uTO! — cKa3aa nonyrad.— Teneppb
NOHSJI, YEro Bbl OT MeHs1 XOTHTE. A TO 8 BCé BpeMs Ay-
MaJ: Yero 3To OHM OT MeHsa XOTaAT? Bbl, 3HauMT, Npeana-
raerte MHe noJieretb B rHe3no? Jla?

— Jla,— ckasaja MapTbilIKa.

— Her,— ckasaa nonyrait,— Goasbloe Bam cnacu6o
3a npeanoxernre. OHO, KOHEYHO, OYUEHb 3AaMAaHYHBOE, 3TO
Ballle npeajoXeHHe, HO g Jyuylle NOHAY newxKom!

— A moxer ObiTb, Tl He yMeewn? Jlerarb! — cnpo-
CHJIa MapThilUKa.

— A2 — o6upeacs nonyraii.— He ymero?

— Jla,— ckazana maprbimika,— Thi! He ymeeuin!

INonyraii orasiHydcsa no CTOpoOHAM, NMOTOM NOMAaHMJ
MapTHIWKY NOGJHKe U UYTO-TO O4YEHb THXO e Ha YUKO
npowenTtaJ.

— YT0 OH roBOPHT? — CNIPOCHJ yAAB.

— OH roBOpHMT,— CKa3aja MapThilIKa,— YTO 3TO
cekper.
— Yr0 cekper? — He NOoHAJ CJAOHEHOK.
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— YMeerT OH JIeTaTb WK HE yMeeT.

— Or koro cekper? — o6upencs yaas.— Ot Hac?

— Her,— cka3aa nonyraii.— He or Bac. Ot mens.
JTO OT MeHsl CeKpeT, YMeIo 1 JeTaTb HJH He YMelo.

— Touemy?

— [loromy uto 9 cam He 3Hal0. 1 ew€ HUKOraa He
npoGoaa. Jlerats.

— A Tl nonpo6yi,— NpeaJOXKHA CAOHEHOK.

— d... 1 6010cb,— CMYIHEHHO NMPH3HAJCA NOMyrai.

— Yero Tbl 6oHIbCA?

— A BApYT... A BAPYr y MeHs MOAYYHTCs! — C yXKa-
COM CKa3aJ nonyra.

— Ho Beab 3T0 Ke COBCeM He CTPALUHO, €CJAH NOJAY-
yurca! — 3aBepHua yaas.

— Jla? — nonyraii BHHMaTeJbHO MOCMOTpPEJ Ha yaAa-
Ba.— A Tbl NpoGoBan?

— S1? — nopa3uacs ynas.— Jlerars? Her, He npo-
6oBaa!

— Bot 1 nonpo0Gyii! — npeanoxua emy nonyran.—
A norom ckaxeuwb Kak!..

— 41 3Hal0 KaK! — 3aKkpuuana maprbimika.— Hyxho
noanpbiruBatbh! Botr Tak! — ¥ MapThillKa NoKa3aJnaa, Kak
HaJl0 NOANPBITUBATD.

— U ™maxatb KpblabiMuU! — 106aBUN CJAOHEHOK.—
Bor Tak!

MapToimika noanpsirnsana, a cIOHEHOK Maxaa yHia-
MH, NMOKa3biBasi, KAK Haao Maxath KpbiabaMmHu. Tonyraii
CMOTpeJ, CMOTPea Ha MapPTHILIKY WU CJOHEHKA, a MOTOM
TOXE CTaJa MOANPBLIrMBATL W 3amaxaJg KpblabamHu. Jlo-
BOJILHO A0JIFO MONYyTai AOAMPBIrHBAJd U MaxaJ KPbiabs-
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MU Ge3 Bcakoro pedyabtara. Korpa 3to emy Hanoelo, OH
OCTAHOBHJICS H CEPAHTO CNIPOCHJL:

— Hy nuro?

— Tlyctb oH pa3Gexurca! — npenjoXua yaAas.

— Her,— BHec/1a HOBOe npeAJioKeHHe MAPTHIIKA. —
JlaBaiiTe ero cTaJkHBaTh!

— Kak crankuBatbh? — ucnyraJjcsa nonyrai.

— Co caoHEHKA! — yTOYHHJAa MapThILKa.

¥YnaB u ca0oHEHOK cpa3y BCE MOHAJH. YNaB CXBATHJ
nonyras U NOCTaBHJ €ro Ha CJAOHEHKa.

Ho nonyraio mMapThilIKHHO NpeAJIOKEeHHe COBCeM He
NOHPaBHJIOCH.

— S He X0uy CTaJKHBaTbLCA! — 3aBONWJA NONyrau.—
Sl ynany!

— Tbi noneTnwb! — 0CTOPOKHO, CTApasch He noile-
BEJHUTbLCA, N006elLas eMy CJAOHEHOK.

— Ilouemy BLI Tak AyMaere? — cnpocH nonyraii.

— Ilotomy uto MbI Bepum B Tebs! — 3aaBUA yAaB.

M ynaB, mapThlluKa B CJAOHEHOK ChejJH nonyraw ne-
ceHky. Bor ary:

3anomHuu ato Hasceraa:

B ceGa noBepHTL BaxHo!
He comuesafica HHKOraa,
He 6olica 6biTh 0TBaXKHLIM!
A ecan coGrpaewncs,

Ho cpenathb He pewaewscs,
To Hamo xe, ToO HANO XKe
Koraa-ur6yas HavaTh!
Hasait! He nano myuntbesn!
flonpoGy#i! H noayunrca!
A ecn He MoayYHTCA,
NMonpoGyewns onath!
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— A ec/iv CHOBA He MOJIYYHTCH? — KPHKHYJ Monyrai
€O CJIOHEHKA.

— [Ilonpo6yews onsth! — ewé pas xopom cnejH
CJOHEHOK, YAaB ¥ MapThIlIKa.

— Mbl yBepeHBl, UTO Thl OY€Hb XOPOWIQ ymeellp Je-
TaTh! — cKa3aa yaas.— [lpocto Tbi HUKOraa He npo6o-
BaJj. [fonpoGyii. U Tbl nosepumb B cebs!

— MU noserumb! — KPHKHYyJa MapTbillKa, KOTOpas,
noKa yaaB roBOpuJ, THXOHbKO BCKapalkaJjlach Ha CJo-
HEHKA, MOAKpPAJNacCh K MONYra c3afu ¥ CTOJKHYyJaA €ro.

lMonyrait peiicrBuTeabHo noaerten. TonbKko He BBEpX,
a BHH3. Beepx topmamkamu. M maénnysaca o6 3emiio.

— Hy Bor,— cKka3aa yaas, nojHumas nonyras.— A
Thl Gosjcs! Bupumb, kak BCE€ 3a0poBo mogayuaerca! —
U ynaB cHoBa nocraBuJ nonyras Ha CJ10HEHKA.

— VYiiau! — 3akpvuaa nonyrai maprbilike, KOTopas
CHOBA XOTeJ1a ero CTONKHYTb.— OToHAHM OT MeHsa! 51 cam!

MU nonyraii orBaxHo 6pocuaca co caovénka. Chaua-
J1a OH, KaK H B NepBbIi pa3, nojere’ BHHU3,

— Kpblabamu, KpblibaMH MallH! — NoJcCKa3aja yaas.

Monyrait 3apa6ortaa kpelabsimu. U Bapyr... Bapyr no-
nyraii nouysBCTBOBAaJ, 4YTO OH yXe He najaert. Ionyra#
NnoyyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OH JeTHT. Bcé Bbime v Bbime! llony-
rai noHsJ1, 4TO y Hero NOJy4HJa0Ch.

— JletuT! — 3akpuuaja MapThIlIKA.

— Jletaet! — BOCXHUIEHHO MPOWeENTat CJAOHEHOK.

— Ilaput! — ¢ ropaocreio 3aMeTHa yAaB, cjaels 3a
yJaeralouMM B He60 nonyraem.

A cyactauBblii nonyraii MuaJjca B HeGe U Aymadn: «Si
Jeuy! ¥ mMens noayuaercs! Oka3blBaercst, y MeHsi OU€Hb
Xopouo noayyaercs!»
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YnaB, CIOHEHOK M MapThlllKa BMIENH, KaK monyrai
yaaasercs Bcé Aaabiie v aaabiie. HakoHeu oH coBcem
nponaa u3 Buay. U cpasy xe onatbs nossuaca. IMonyrai
cAenaJ Kpyr Haj roJoBaMH Apy3eill M CTaj CHHXKaThCs.
On wén Ha nocaaky. llpusemauBmuchL, nonyrai HeM-
HOXKO nNpobexxan no semae H 3aTOPMO3 U Nepes yAaBoM.

— Ax,— cka3aa pactporaHHmi#t ynaB.— flonyrai,
ecaH © Thl 3HaJ, Kak 310 Obl10 Kpacueo! Kak 310poBo,
KaK 3aMeuaTeJibHO, KaK BEJHKOJIENHO Th JeTaJ!

flonyrait ropano nocMoTpea Ha BCeX MO OuYepeaH H
CKPOMHO NOKJOHHJICA BCEM Cpa3y.

— A nouyemy Tbi He NOJieTe] B FHE3[0? — CNPOCHIA
MapThIllKa.

— §1 yxe o6paTHO mpHJaeTea,— CKa3aJj nonyrad.—
U3 rHesna.

— [loxany#cra,— nonpocuy nonyras CJAOHEHOK,—
nojerai ewé! HemHoxko!

— Ha ceroana xBaTuT! — HeGpeXHO cKasaJa mnony-
rail.— I'J1aBHOe — NOBEPHTL B ceGsi. A A1 B ce0s yXKe no-
BepHua!

onoﬂ&

J0oooaoc
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B sror nenn B AdpHke cTOsJAa npekpacHas noroaa,
noaTomMy nonyrai ¢ yrpa OTNpPaBHICA HAa NPOryJky.

MU Bapyr nonyras nmoAXBaTHJAO H MOHECJO.

— «Kyna 3to 9?» — noayman nonyrad u noJeres
BBEPX TOPMAILUKAMH.

IloTom ero 06,110 BOAO# M NOHEC0 Aadblie. A 1ajb-
llie ero NOJHBAJO H HECJO0, HECJO H NOJHBAJO, NOKAa OH
He ypapHuJca 060 4To-10 MATKoe.

3T0 YTO-TO MATKOE GbiJ0 CNIOHEHKOM. CJAOHEHOK CTOAN
B CYyXOM MecTe NOA GOJbIUMM JepeBOM M HPATAJCH
OT BeTPa H N0XKAs, KOTOPble HECJH H NOJHBAJH NONyras.

— Yo cTpAcaOCH? — cNPOCHA nonyrai, BcraBas Ha
HOru.— Yro 310 GbHLNO?

— Kaxercqa, noropa ucnoptuaach! — ckasaja cjo-
HEHOK.

— To ectb Kak 3T0 HCNOPTHAACH?! — BO3IMYTHJCH
nonyraii.— Yro sHaunt ucnoprunace? Yero ato et BApYr
HH C TOro HHU ¢ cero 6parb U nopturbca? Tyr uto-T0 He

Tak! Tyt uro-ro kpoerca!
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— I'ne? — cnpocua CJIOHEHOK.

— Tyr,— cka3aa nonyras.

— $I! — cka3an C/IOHEHOK.

— Yrto THI? — yAMBHJCSH NONYrai.

— 1 TYyT Kporocb,— CKa3aj CJOHEHOK,— NPAYYCb.
Ot noxnag.

— Her,— 3aaymuuBo cka3aa nonyrad,— Tbl TyT, NO-
JKaay#, Hu npu yém. Xora, snpoyem...— [lonyrait nono-
3pHUTEJbHO NOCMOTPeJ Ha caoHéHKa.— Her,— ckasaa on,
NnomMoJyaB,— Tbl HA TaKie WYTKH He cnocobeH. ITo KTo-
TO APYyroH.

— A uT0 OH cAenad, 3TOT KTO-TO APYIrOH? — CMPOCHJ
CJOHEHOK.

— Kak y4t0? — Bo3MyTHJICa nonyraii.— Pa3pe Tbi
CaM He BHAHUIB?

— §1 BMXY,— CKa3aJj CJOHEHOK.— A 4TO g BHXKY?

— Jloxnab, Berep U ayxu! — ckasan nonyrain.— Bor
4yTO Thl BUAHWL! — WU nonyrait TONHyJ HOroH no Jyxe.

CNOHEHOK NMOCTOPOHMJCA OT OpbI3r, BbLIJETEBUIUX H3
JYXKH, H CKasaJa:

— Tak Belb 3TO OTTOrO, YTO NOrojJa HCMOPTHIAACD.

— Muablit CIOHEHOK,— ycMeXHyJCA nonyrai,— ca-
MO no cebe ellé HUYEro HUKOraa He noptuaocb. U noro-
na toxe. Hama noropa ucnopueHa — ato tak. Ho ona
ucnoptuaacr He cama. E€ kto-to ucnoprui!

— Kr0? — nopa3uaca CJOHEHOK.

— A BOT 2T0,— CKa3aJj nonyra,— HaM Kak pa3 H
NPeACTOUT BbIACHHTD!

— A Kak Mbl 6yaeM BbIAICHATH?

— CHauaaa mbl ¢ TOGOH HanaaéMm Ha caen,— cKasaJa
nonyra#.
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— He Hapo! — ucnyraacs cJoOHEHOK.

— Tlouemy? — yauBHJCS nonyrai.

— Hy...— cMyTHJICA cOHEHOK,— MBI Ha Hero Hana-
AéM, oH pact cpauM. [Moayunrca npaka. He napo.

— S xo4y cka3aTb,— OOBACHHA MONyrai,— uTo Mbl
CHauasa 6yaem HCKaTb cjelbl, KOTOpbie OCTABHJ TOT, KTO
MCNOPTHJ MOTOAY, a MOTOM MO CjaeAaM Hailém M ero ca-
moro. MMowan!

Hoxap yTHX, HO BeTep cpbiBad M Gpocas Ha 3eMal0
3a0ayauBuinecs B JHCTbAX KaniH. [lonyrait u caoHEHOK
BHIIUJH H3-TOA, CBOEr0 JepeBa M Cpa3y XKe YyBHAEIH
cjenbl.

Cnenpl nepecekqan NOJNSAHKY H YXOAHJAH B 3aPOCJHH.

— Tak, rak! — ckasaa nonyraii, pasrasabiBas cjae-
Abl.— UnTepecHO!

TyT ANCTbA Ha OJHOM AepeBe Pa3liBHHYJHCh, H OTTY-
A2 BHIIVIAAHYJA MapThIlIKa.

— Kyna arto Bbl B TaKyio norofy coépaaucb? — cnpo-
CHJIAa MApThillIKa.

— Mbl HanaJu Ha cjel,— CKa3aj CJAOHEHOK.

— A uTO BaM OT Hero Hy>KHO? — CRPOCHJa MapThill-
Ka M CIIpbITHYJA C iepeBa.

— Hawm HyXHO y3HaTh, KyAa OH BeAET, 3TOT ciael. Bor
UTO HAM HYXHO, MapThilUKA! — BaXXHO CKa3aJj nonyra,
BIASABIBAsACH B AAJb H3-NOJ KPbIIbIIIKA.

Maprbiuika npucesna Ha KOPTOUKH, NOTPOraja cjaelhl,
NOTOM BCTaJ1a H cKa3aJja:

— ITH cJaeabl cHauaJa BedyT B NMajJbLMOBYIO polly,
MOTOM NMOBOPAYMBAIOT HANPABO, IIOTOM NEPEXOAAT pyUeH,
MOAHHMAIOTCA HAa TOPKY, TAM HEMHOXKO CTOAT M ChHyC-
KaloTca ob6patho. floToM...— MaprblliKa uyTb-uyTh [MO-
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AyMaJjia,— MOTOM 3TH CJeAbl BO3BPAIWAOTCR K PYYblo,
nepexoasiT uepe3 HeEro Ha HaUly CTOPOHY H ryJasior no Ge-
pery. A noToM OHH MPUXOART BOT K 3TOMY AepeBy!

— MapTbiika, a Kak Thl BCE 3T0 y3HaaAa? — CNPOCH
CJIOHEHOK.

— Ouensb npocto! — cka3ana maptboilika.— s me-
HR 3TO MYCTAKH.

— [lortpsacalome! — Bocxuthica nonyrad.— A Thl
MOXelllb A0ragatbCd, KTO HX OCTaBHJ, 3TH CJAeAbl?

— KoHeuHo,— cKa3ana maprbiika.— $I yxe pora-
Aanack. TO 1 HX OCTaBHJA.

~— Twui?!!! — yAHBHIHCH CJAOHEHOK H nonyrai.

— A!— cka3ana maptbhiluka.— U Heuero Ha HHX Ha-
naparb. besoopasne! Huuero ocraButh Hean3si! Cpasy
JKe HaYHHAIT Hanaaartsp!

— Aaaa! — cka3aa nonyraid.— Tak 310, 3HA4HT, Thl...
nocrapaJnacp?!

— Hy,— 3ackpomMHHyasa MapThllIKa,— s, KOHEYHO,
He OYeHb CTapaJjach, HO, MO-MOEMY, 3TO BMOJHE NMPHIHY~
HbiH cJel. AKKypaTHEHbKHe TaKHe CJelOYKH.

— Tlocaymwa#,— nepeéua nonyraii MapThillKy,— He
aydyue a4 te6Ge cpasy Bo BcéM npH3HaTbes? Tlouemy 6wl
TeGe 4YeCTHO H OTKPOBEHHO He PacCKa3aTb HaM, 3aueM Thbl
3TO cAenaja? 3auem Thl €€ UCMOPTHJAA, Hauly moroay?

— Sl e€ He mopTHaa! — 3aKpHuaJa MApTHIlIKA.— ITO
He a!

— MapThika,— cKasaa nonyrai,— He ornupaHcs!
Ornupatbca 6ecnosie3Ho!

— H 3annparbcsa!— 106aBua CAOHEHOK.— 3anuparthb-
csl TOXKe, Mo-MoeMy, GecnoJe3Ho!

— S He 3anupaloch U He OTNHPAIOCh! — 3aKpHuana
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mapTbiika.— WU a1 He noptHaa norony. fouemy Bbl Ay-
Maere, 4TO 3TO f1 €€ HCnopTHJIa?

CaoHEHKY CTaJI0 XKajb MApPTHIIIKY, H OH CKa3aJa:

— [lonyraii, a MOXeT, 3TO He OHA?

— A KT0? — cnpocHa nonyra.

— Hy Tbl Xe caM roBopuJ, 4To 3T0, HABEPHO, KTO-TO
npyroii. Tak, Moxer, 3T0 H NpaBjla KTO-TO APYroi.

— CaoHéHOK,— cTporo ckasaja nonyrai,— mMapTbill-
Ka M €CTb 3TOT CaMblii KTO-T0 APYrOii.

— Sl He KTO-TO APYroi! — 3akpuuaja MapThilIKa.—
A mapThiKa!l

— [llonyrai,— y6eaureNibHO CcKa3aa CJAOHEHOK,—
KTO-TO APYroil — OH M ecTb KTO-TO APYroW. A oHa map-
Thiitka. Cam nocmoTtpu!

— IMocmoTpu! MocmoTpu! — 3akpuyana mMaprbiiika
M CTaja NOBOPAYMBATLCA K MONYrai0 pa3HbIMU CTOPOHA-
MH, 4TO0 OH ybeauacs.

llonyraii noraspen Ha MapThliIKky H yGeaHACs, 4TO
OHa AeHCTBHTENbHO MapPThILIKaA.

— B Takom cayuae,— ckasaa nonyra#, KTo-To ApY-
roi— 3to yaas. 3T0 OH HCNOPTHA Hallly Noroay.

— He moxert 6bITb! — yAHBHJICA CAOHEHOK. — ITO
Ha Hero He NOXoXe.

Ouenb noxoxe!— ckasaJ nonyra.

— 3aueM 3T0 eMy?— He MNOBepHJa MapThillika, —
3aueM yaaBy noptuTh Hauy noroay? OHa Oblia Takas
xopomwas. Ténaas, cyxas.

— Bort! Bor! — BockaukHya nonyrai. — Cyxas!
B tom-To u péno! Korna noropa cyxas — BCE TBEpAOE.
H noasare no tBépaomy TBEPAO. Bor ynas u HCnopTHA
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noroay, uto0 oHa ctajga Mokpas. U Tenepb eMmy noa3arb
marko. Teneps oH noJ3aet no MOKpoi noropne.

— A rie OH nos3aeT?— CNPOCHJA MapPTHILLKA.

— B xakoM-HHOYyAb YKPOMHOM yroJke! — cKasan
nonyraif.— Hcnoptua mnoroay M Tenepb, KOHEUHO XKe,
ckpbiBaetca. Ot Hac.

CJOHEHOK XOTeJ 4YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO TYT CBEPKHyJa
MOJIHHSI M TAe-TO He OYeHb JaJieKo 3arpeMes rpom.

— Huuero,— cka3an nonyraii.— Ceiluac Mbl NoH-
A€M M HaHDéM ypaBa. A Koria Mbl ero HaHaém, Mbl €ro
pa3obJjaunm.

— Mbl noiaém nox AOKAEM?— CNPOCHJ CJAOHEHOK,
03a604eHHO norJasaabiBas Ha He6O.

— Her,— cka3aa nonyraii, — mbl noiaém He noj
DOKAEM, a M0J 30HTHKOM.

— A 0TKyZna OH BO3bMETCAP— YAHBHJIACb MAPTHIIKA,

— Bor, — cka3aa nonyraii ¥ noka3aa Ha pa3secHc-
Ty10 naabmy.— CJHOHEHOK, Tbl MOMKellb BbIHYTb ITY
najbMy M3 3e€MJIM W AepXKaTb HajJ HAUIUMH FOJOBAMM?

— Mory,— cka3aja CJOHEHOK H B3sJica X000TONM 3a
CTBOJ majbMbl. — A Kak €€ BplHUMaTb? C KOpHAMM?

— KoHeuHo, ¢ KOpHAMH! — cKa3aja MapThbiliKa.—
Mbl €€ N0TOM Ha MeCTO BCTaBHM.

CnoHéHOK, MapThiliKa M mnonyraid OTNPaBHJMKCH
HCKaTb yAaBa. Bokpyr HHX cBepKaJu MOJHHH H LyMen
DOX b, HO APY3bAM ObljIO CYX0, NOTOMY 4TO OHH Xpabpo
WJAHM NOJ CBOMM 30HTHKOM — MNaJbMOH H HECJH Cyxoe
MeCTO ¢ C0o0O0il.

— A koraa mbl HaHAEM yaaBa,— CNpOCHJIa MapThill-
Ka,— Kak Mbl 6ynem ero paso6aauarn?

— Mbl,— cka3an nonyrad,— nocrynuM OueHb XHT-
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po. Mbl He CTaHeM CNPAWIHBATb Y HEro Tax Npsmo: 31O
Tl Hcnoptua noroay? Her! Tak mbl cnpamuBaTth He
CTaHeM.

— [louemy He cranemM?— cnNpocuJ CJAOHEHOK.

— [loromy uTO OH MOXXeT MCNYraThCA M CKa3aTb:
«Her, Her, 370 He s». Mbl CNPOCHM y Hero Tak: «Ynas,
Thl He YyBCTBY€llb ce6si BHHOBATHIM, a?» U ecau 310 OH
HCMOPTHJ Hally NOTrOAY, TO OH cKaxeT: «Jla, a yuyBCTBYI10
ce0s BHHOBATbiM, ApPY3bsi». OH TakK CKaXer, NOTOMYy YTO
€CJIH 3TO OH, TO €MY, KOHEYHO XKe, oueHb cThinHo. U Korna
OH TaK CKaXeT, Mbl €r0 pa30o0Jayum.

Ynas Hawénaca Ha cocenHei noasHke. OH aexan noa
noxaém M B3abixaa. Jlpy3sba BmecTe co cBoeil naibmMoH
NOAOIJIM K YAABY, H NONYraH CNPOCHJ CTPOTHM roJ0COM:

— ¥Ynas, uyBCTBY€lUlb JiH Thl €0 BHHOBAaTbIM?

— $1 uyBcTBYIO ce6s MOKPbIM!— CKasaa yAas.

— A BHHOBaTHIM? — pacTepsJcs nonyran.

— Her,— cka3aJa ynaB,— HM 5 ce0a He YYBCTBYIO.

— 3HauuT, Teb6e cOBCeM He CThIAHO? — ¢ HaAEX oM
CMPOCHJI CIOHEHOK.

— MumHe cbipo! — cka3aa ynas.

— Ypa! — 3akpuuasna maprbilika.— 310 He oH! Bu-
AMWb, IONYTaii, 370 He OH! '

— Hy KoHeuHO, 3T0 He OH,— CKa3aJ CJIOHEHOK.— OH
aroro He aeaaa. [lpaBaa, ynas, Tol 3TOr0 He AeaaJn?

— $1 MHOroO yero He aenaj,— ckasaa yaas.— Yro Bbi
uMeeTe B BHAY?

— Mbl roBopHM o0 noroje,— cKasaJj nonyramu.

— OrBpaTHTeAbHAn NOroAa,— NPOBOPYAJ YAAB H NO-
ALITAJCS CNPATATLCA OT AOKAS NOJ COOCTBEHHbIM XBOC-
ToM. Ho 13 3TOro, KOHeYHO, HUYEro He BbIlLLJIO.
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— 3HaunT, Te6e Takan NOroRa He HPaBUTCA? — CNPo-
CHJ nonyra.

— A 1e0e HpaBHTCA? — YAHUBHJCS YNAB.

— MHe Her,— ckasaj nonyraf,— HO s AymMaJ, 4TO
Tebe Nno MOKpoi noroae msarue nNoa3ats. Mokpoe — oHo
MSATKOe.

— Msrkoe,— cornacuiaca yaas,— HO JHNKOe.

Jloxab aua u3o Bcex cua. Ho apy3ba, Bce BueTBEpOM,
cuaean noa nanbmoii. CAOHEHOK M MAPTHIILKA PaccKa3bl-
Banu yAaBY, KAK OHH AyMaJH, YTO 3TO OH HCMOPTHA NO-
roay, M Kak, K C4acTblo, 0Ka3ajnocCb, YTO He OH. Y 1aB COX.
A nonyrai nymaa. llorom oH cka3aa:

— H Bcé-takun norona ucnopuena! He rak au?

— Tak an! — noaTBepANA CAOHEHOK.

— H KTO0-TO €€ HCnopTHA.

— 3T0 6bI1 KTO-TO APYrodl,— cKa3ajn CJAOHEHOK.

— JloaKeH BAc OropuHuThb, APY3bsi,— B3NOXHYJ MO-
nyraii,— HO HUKOTo Apyroro Tyt He 6bin10. [Torony ucnop-
THA KTO-TO M3 Hac.— [lonyraii nomoauan n noGasua: —
Ouenb KaJlb, 4TO OH HE XOUET MPU3HATLCA.

— Ho 3auemM? — yauBHJaChL MapTbiIKA.— 3aueM OH
370 cAeqad, 3TOT KTO-TO H3 HacC?

— A Moxert ObiTb, OH He HApOYHO,— BAPYr CKa3aj
yAaB,— MOXeT, OH HEYasAHHO...

— HeuasnHo,— 3acmesnncs nonyrau.— Xa, xa! Tak
1 ¥ NOBEPUI.

— Jla ner,— cka3aa ypaB,— 3aTo cayyaercs. Ha-
CTYNAlOT HEYasiHHO HA YTO-HHOYAb TaKOe H CHauaja AaxXe
He 3aMeyalT, a NOTOM...

— Sl HU HA yTO TaKO€ He HacTynaa! — GLICTPO CKa3an
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CJOHEHOK, NOTOMY UTO €My MOKa3ajocCh, UTO BCe CMOTPAT
Ha ero Horu.

— Tbi Mor He 3ameTuTh,— CKa3aJj nonyrai.

— Her! I 61 3amerua. Jl Bceraa cMoTpio Noj HOTH.
MU Korpa s BHXKy 4T0o-HHOYAb TaKoe, si uepe3 Hero nepe-
IWaruBam.

— W ewé,— nponosxkan ynas,— 3HaeTe, KakK 3TO
6mBaer... Xouyelwb y3HaTb, KAK OHO YCTPOEHO, pacKpy-
THIIb, pa36epéllib, a NOTOM, KOraa coGepéwb o6paTHO,
OCTA€TCS HECKOJIbKO JIMIIHWX BHHTHKOB...

— $1 Huuero He Tporana,— GbiCcTpO cka3ajna map-
ThilIKa.— $] HHYero He OTKPy4YHBana.

— MapTbiliKa,— cKa3aJ mnonyrai, rasis Ha Heé
AIPUCTAJbHO,— sl CaM BHJeEJ, KaK Thl Buepa OTKpy4HBaaa
6aHaH, M 5 He BUAeJ, 4YTOO0 TH €ro NPHKpPyuHBaJa
o6partHo.

— Ho 5 Xe ero cbesna! — 3akpHuana mapTbillKa.

— A THI caM,— CNPOCHJA YAaB nonyras,— Tbl HHYEro
TAKOro He peJnan?

— $1? — Bo3MyTHJICca nonyrai.— $I HHKOrpa Hu4ero
TAKOro He aenaio!

— Koraa uto-HuGyap nenaewlb HAM Jaxe €CaH COB-
CeM HHYero He AeJiaelllb, TO Beib HHKOr1a He 3Haellb, YeM
3TO KOHYUHMTCS,— CKa3aJ yJasB.

— ¥YnaB npas,— coOrjachica nonyrai,— HO €cau OH
NPpaB M KTO-TO U3 HAC HCMOPTHJ MOTOAY HEYAAHHO, TO
KaK JXe Mbl ero pa3o6aauum? OH JKe caM He 3HaeT, 4TO
OH BHHOBAT.

— .Cmorpure! Cmorpure! — BAPYr 3akpuuana map-
ThIIIKA, KOTOpPas B 3Ty CaMyi0 CEKYHAY BBIMJSHYyJa H3-
noa naabmbl.— He60 camo paszob6aauunocs!
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CnOHEHOK ONyCTHJ MajdbMy, H BCE€ YBHIENH, YTO
JOXIb KOHYHJICH, MOTOMY 4TO BeTep yHEC oOJaKka, U B
He0Ge CBETUJIO HOBEHbKOE, BLIMBITOE COJIHIE.

Jpy3bs yxKacHo 06pafioBaJHCL H PpeELUHAH HATH K
pyublo — KynaTbCsi H 3aropartb, HO CJOHEHOK CKa3aJ:

— A BApPYr Mbl ONATb 4TO-HHOYAbL Takoe HEYasHHO
cliejlaeM H MOroja onaATb HCNOPTHTCA?

— Mbi 6yeM OCTOPOKHbI,— cKa3aJa yaas.— Jlasaiite
Oynem oOpawarbcs ¢ Hedd 6epeXXHO, ¢ Halled NMOronoM.
A TO BeAb, 3HaeTe, TPAXHEWb YTO-HHOYAb, HIN YTO-HH-
6yab copBéWb, HAH CJOMaellb — ¥ Aymaellb, YTO 3TO
NyCTAKH, HHYEro He Gyner...

— Ara! — cKkazana mapTbilika.— A NOTOM 0-ro-ro
yro Oyner!

— Kcrath,— cka3aa yaaB, rasis Ha najabMy, npo
KOTOPYI0O BCe 3a0bliN, KOTJa KOHUMJICA AOXKIAb,— TAe
BBl B3JIH 3TOT Ball 30HTHK?

— O#! — BcnoMHuaa mMapThiliKa.— Mbl Ke X0oTeau
€€ NOTOM Ha MeCTO BCTaBHTb.

— JlaBaiite cefiyac BcTaBUM! — MPENJNOKHA CJIO-
HEHOK.

— HemennenHo! — noanepkaJ nonyra.

H npy3bsa celiuac xe MOWJIN M NOCTABHJH NaJbMy Ha
MeCTO, MOTOMY 4TO pa3 OHa TaM cama BbIpOCJa, TO NYCTh
cebe pacrtéT, rae pocja, U Heuero €€ BHIHHMATb, a MOTOM
6pocartb rae nonaJjo.

OHn BCTaBHJAM NaJbMy U YOeAHIAHCH, uTO eil yNOOHO
Ha CTapOM MeCTe H Y4TO OHAa YyBCTBYET cefs XopoLio.

A moTOM y2Ke OTNIPABHJIHCh KYNnaTbCsl H 3aropatb. OHH
3aropaJii H Kynajaucb CKOJbKo xotean. U noroga Obiaa
xopoias.
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— MaprblilKa,— cKa3aa yaaB,— y Hac ecTb oOpex.
Kokocosblii.

— 3710 Xxopouwo,— o6pagoBanach MapTbilUKa.

— Ceituac Mbl ero BO3bMEM H...

— CrpennM,— noacKa3ana MapThillKa.

— Her, 6pocum BBepx. Uto 6yner?

— Huuero He Oyner,— B3QOXHyJa pa3oyapoBaHHas
mMapThiiika.— Y Hac He Gyaer opexa. Bor u Bce.

— Opex pepHércsa,— ckasaa ypas.— OH ynanér
o0paTHo. A noueMy OH ynaagér, 3Haellib?

— Boo6ine-To, MOXeT ¥ Mo 3aTblaKy. 3anpocTo,—
3alyMYKBO OTBETHJ]A MapPThILIKA.

— [pn 4ém TyT 3aTbIIKN? — OTMaxHyJca yhas.— A
TeGs cnpauiuBai He No yemy oH ynanér, a noyemy. flo
Kakoii npuunHe? Bor, rasau!

YndBs 06xBaTHJ Opex XBOCTOM H NMOAGPOCHJ ero Bbi-
coko Bsepx. CHauaaa opex Jjetea npsamMo B He6o, a no-
TOM nomuaJjcs BHU3. M cBaanjcs npamMo Ha MapThIIKY.
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— Ait! — 3akpuuana maprboimka.— Oii! 1 xe ro-
BopuJa!

— Bort Buaumb, yTo Aenaerca! — ckasan yaas.

— Yro y Bac TyT Aenaerca? — CNPOCHI CHOHEHOK,
KOTOPbIH B 3Ty CaMyl0 CEKyHAY Bbillej H3 GaHAHOBbIX
3apocJaei.

— BoT oH,— noxaJoBaJjiacb Ha yAaBa MapThillKa,—
opexamu 6pocaercs.

— HanpacHo,— B3noxnysn cac:énok.— Hexopomo
6pocatbcs opexamu.

— $1 6pocan BBepX,— BO3pa3nj yAaB,— a BHHU3, HA
MapTbIIIKY, OpeX ynaJj caM.

— Cam! — Bo3myruaach maptoiika.— Camo no ce-
6e HHYero HY Ha KOTo He naaaer!

— [Mlanaer! — ckasan yaas.— 3Jtor opex, MapThbill-
Ka, ynaJj Ha Te6s Nno 3aKOHy NPHPOABI.

— Her Taknx 3aKoHOB, 4T06 No Makymwke OuTp! —
3aKpHuaJia MapThilika.— JT10 6e33akoHue!

— Ecrtb! — ckasan ynae.— Ecrtb Takoii 3akon. U oH
raacur: «bpocbTe 4TO-HHOYADL BBEPX, H OHO yNAAET BHH3.
Mpsamo Ha Bac!»

— HW3BuHHUTE,— B310XHYA caoHéHok.— Ho 3ro Kka-
KO#-TO HecnpaBeJiMBbIH 3aKOH.

— 3akoH npupoAabl,— CKa3aa yAaB,— CypoB, HO
cnpasenJiHB!

— He Hy>XeH HaM TakoH 3akOH! — paccepauaach
mapThilika.— OTKyAa OH BOOOILe B3sJCA?

— bbia Bceraa! — o6psicuua yaas. C camoro Hava-
Jia NPHUPOABIL.

— Her, Hert, HeT! — BO3pa3uJy nonyrai, BhICKaKHUBas
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H3-3a Kycta. OH 1aBHO yXe TaM CTOSiJl M BHMMAaTeJbLHO
cayiaJ.

— Her. {l npekpacHO NOMHI0, CHayaJa 3TOro 3aKOHa
He ObLIO, 2 NOTOM €ro OTKPbLJ ON¥H OYeHb YMHBIN.

— 3auem? Kro ero npocua? — BO3MyTHJACh Map-
ThILIKA.

— A Kak OH OTKpPbUI? — CNPOCHJ CJOHEHOXK.

— OpHaxabl,— paccKka3aja nonyrai,— emy, yMHOMY,
A6J0KO MO roJioBe KakK AACT, H OH CPa3y OTKPbLI.

— Tak OH Xe He HapOYHO,— MOCOYYBCTBOBAJ CJIO-
HéHok.— C nepenyry, HaBepHo!

— HapouHo nin HeyasHHO,— CKa3aJ yAaB,— HO 3TO
6b1710 BEJIHKOE OTKPBITHE.

— Caywaiire,— npenjoxujia Maprblllika,— a HeJb-
35 €ro, aTOT 3aKOH, KaK-HHOGYAb 0GPATHO 3aKPHITL?

— 3aKOH npMpoAbl,— BO3MYTHJICA YAAB,— 3aKpbiTh
Heab3a!

— MMouemy Heab3sn? — yaMBHICA CJHOHEHOK.— Pa3
OTKPbIBAETCH, AOJIKHO H 3aKPbIBAThHCS.

— A ut0?— 3apymajicsa nonyraid.— MoXKHO nonpo-
6osatb. byaem paccyxkparb no nopaaky. Korna 3atoro
YMHOTO CTYKHYJIO NO roJioBe, OH OTKPbLJI...

— Iloaymaewb,— cka3zaja MapTbilika,— MeHs ellé
H He TaK CTYyKaJo.

— He mewaii, maprThimka... Ara! Korga ymnoro cryk-
HYJIO MO roJioBe, OH OTKPbLI. 3HAYUT, YTOG 3AKPBLIOCH,
Hano CTYKHYTb Ha000poT. Koro-uuéyab, T0:K€ YMHOro.—
Monyra# BHMMaTenbHO NOranen Ha ynasa.— Cambiil ym-
HBbIi y HaC yAasB.

— Her, HeT,— OBicTPO cKa3aa ynaB,— 51 He CaMbiH.
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— Cambifi, cambifi! — ycnokouJa yaasa MapTbilll-
Ka.— A KaK 3T0 — CTYKHYTb HaoGopor?

— Hy, ecau no rosoBe — 310 He Ha06opoT,— nora-
DaJjcsi CNOHEHOK,— Ha06opoT — GyaeT mo XBOCTY.

— [MpasuabHo! — coraacuiaca nonyraii. — A Hy,
yaaB, laBa# clona XBOCT!

— 3auem? — Hcnyrajca yaaB ¥ Ha BCAKHi cayyai
CAPATAJ XBOCT NOAAJbILE B TPABeE.

MapTuika cxBaTHJIa KOKOCOBbBIfi opex H noJesfia Ha
CaMyI0 BbICOKYIO MaJbMYy.

— Yro, ytOo BH AeaaTh cobGHpaeTech? — GopMoOTa
yAaB, NOKA CJOHEHOK M MONyrad TalllHJH €ro K naljbme.

— bBynem 3akpbiBaTh! — 06bACHHA nonyrai, akky-
PaTHO YKJaAbiBas XBOCT yAaBa noja naabmoil.— Ceiiuac
KaK TpaxHeM MO CaMOMYy KOHYHKY, OH cpa3y 3akpoercs,
3TOT 3aKOH.

— Her, HeT,— NPOCHA yNaB,— He HANO €ro 3aKpbi-
BaTb. TO Xe 3akoH BcemupHoro Tarorenns. QueHb HYX-
HbI# 3aKOH.

— Huuero! — KpHKHyJa ¢ najbMbi MapTbilKa.—
Kak-Hu6ynb o6onémcs!

— A MoOXer, H nNpaBAa, He HaN0,— 3aCOMHEBAJICs
ciaoHéHoK.— JKaako.

— Hawéa, yro xxaners! — QoipkHya nonyrai.— Bce
CHHAKH H WIKIUKH OT HEro, OT 3TOr0 3aKOHa.

— 3akoH MHe He XKaJaKo,— B3JOXHYJ CJOHEHOK,—
MHe JKaJIKO XBOCT.

Monyraii 3apymaacs. [lorom oH ckazan:

— Her, nas HayKH XBOCTA He XKaako!

— bBpocatb? — cnpocHaa cBepxXy NpPHUENHBIIASICSH
MapThilLKa.
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— bpocai! — paspewna nonyras.

Opex noJetes BHU3 U ONaJ B CaMbili KOHUHK XBOCTA.

— A#! — BCKpHUKHYJ yAaB.

— Hy uro, 3akpbliaca? — cnpocuia MapThillka, cie-
3as C NajabMBbl.

— KoHeuHo,— yBepeHHo cka3an nonyraid.— boablue
He 1eACTBYyeT.

— He Moxert GbITB! — yXKacHyJcsa yaas.

— A nasadte npoBepUM,— NpeAJOXKHJ CIAOHEHOK.

¥YnaB cxBaTHJ Opex U 3aMaxHyJICs.

— Tpu, nBa, oaHUH... NyCK! — CKOMaHA0BaJ Nonyra.

Opex ymuaJjics B He60. Y1aB ¢ HaaeX10# rasjen emy
BCJIEN, HO OpeX He BO3BpalaJcs.

— Bcé! — ckasaa nonyraii yepe3 HeKOTOpOe BpeMs.—
Mosnpasasiio Bcex. To GbIJIO BeJHKOE 3aKpbiTHe!

— Ypa! — 3akpHyaja maprhillKa 4 nomMyajacob B 6a-
HaHOBbi€ 3aPOCJIH.

CaoHéHnok u nonyrait noGexxanu 3a HeH. YaaB octaj-
csi. OH NOANOXKHKI NOA, FONOBY XBOCT M Tray6oko 3a-
AymaJics.

W3 3apymuuBocTH ynasa BbiBea opex. OH npuJaeted
Ha3al H TPaxHyJa yAaBa no Makyiuke.

— Ara!— papoctHo 3akpHuaa ynae.— He sakpblacs!

Ynas nomynaJj XBOCTOM LIHIIKY y ceGsi Ha rojiope H
YAOBJIETBOPEHHO ROGaBHA:

— MW Bcé-taku oH geHcTBYET, 3TOT 3aKOH!
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Ynas ckJOHHJCS HAA TPaBOil U YTO-TO paccMaTPUBaJ.
MapThilika oueHb OCTOPOXKHO, HAa UbINOYKAX, MOAOILJIA
X yAaBy M TOXe nocmotpena. B Ttpase uto-to noasJo.

— TMoa3ér? — cnpocuya MapThillKa WENOTOM.

— Ioasér,— B3noxHya ynas.— lloasér. Ioasér.

— A 4T0 3TO0 MOJN3ET? — CNPOCHIA MAPTHILIKA .

— 310 9 noa3y! — ckasaa ypas.

— Tu? — yauBuaacoh maprbitika.— A Kyna Tbl nod-
3éwsp?

— Ciona. Ciona noasy,— npoBopuaJ yaas, 10CTaBas
M3 TPaBbl CBOE NJIMHHOE-NPEAJUHHOE TEJIO.

MapTbiiika 0TOMIAa HEMHOXKKO Ha3a/, 4TOGLI NOCMOT-
perb Ha yaaBa co cTopoHbl. Eii 6bi0 uHTepecHo. OHa
3HaJIa yAAaBa y¥Ke AAaBHbIM-1aBHO, HO €ii He TaK yX 4acTo
NPUXOAHJIOCH BUAETb €ro BCero uejJukom. O6byHO, KOraa
yAaB KyAa-HMOyAb MOJA3 WAM NPOCTO OTAbIXAA, BHIAHO
6b1J10 B AyullieM cayuae ero 60Jbiiyi0 4acTh, a 0OCTaJbHOE
NeXKaa0 rie-HuOyab B TpaBe WU 3a KYCTaMH.
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— Oi1, ynaB! — BocxuTHJIAach mapThilika.— Kako#
THi!..

— Kakoii? — 3auHrepecoBajca ynas. OH onycTHa
XBOCT Ha 3e€MJII0 H NOBEPHYJIcA K MapThilike.— Kakoi?

— JlavHHBIH! — cKa3aja MapThiluKa.

— 370 9 H cam 3Hal0,— B3NOXHYJ Pa304yapoBAHHbBIN
yAaB.— A KakoH AJHHHbINH?

— QueHb AJAHHHBI.

— Quenb? — YpaB 3anymaJjca.— Xm, oueHb... Her.
OueHb — 370 He TO!

— A 4TO0 — TO? — CcNpOCHIA MAPTHILIKA.

Ho ynaB He otBerHs. OH Obl1 oveHb 3aHat. Coboil.
YnaB BHUMaTeNbHO CMOTpEN, Kak ero 00Jblioe TeNo TO
CBOPAYHBAETCA B KOJbLA, TO Pa3BOPAYMBAETCH TaK, UTO
OT roJIOBbI 10 KOHYMKA XBOCTAa NpodGeraioT GbicTpbie BOJ-
Hbl. Cpa3y Obljl0 BHAHO, YTO YAAB OYeHb BOJIHYETCH.

— UYt0 370 TH TaK BOJHYeWbCA? — CMPOCHJIA Map-
THILIKA.

— [Moroan, maprbilika, He MeWlaH! — OTKAHKHYJCS
yaaB.— $l NpHHUMAIO pellieHHe.

— [puHnmaewn? — o6panoBanac, MapThilKa.— A
Thi €ro NMPaBHJABHO TNPHHHMaelllb? — TYT Xe BCTPEBO-
®uaacb oHa.— [IpUHUMATDL MOXHO MO-pPa3HOMY,— 3aTa-
paropuia MapThilika.— MoXHO npHHHMATbL Yepe3 Kaxk-
Able ABa 4Yaca no YaMHOH JIOXKKe, a MOXKHO MPHHUMATDL
NBa pa3a B AeHb nepea enoi. Tol Kak NPHHHMAaeEWb?

— A1 yxke npuHaa! — ckasan ynas.— 1 npunaa pe-
IIEHHE, 9 PELUHJI... H3MEPHTH CBOH POCT.

— Aaaa! — ckasajna maprbiiika.— A g9 aymagaa...—
M TyT TONIBKO 00 MapTHILIKKH AOULJIO, YTO CKa3aj ynas.—
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Hamepurb CBO# pOCT? — BOCXHTHJAACH MapThilika.— Ka-
Koe MpeKpacHoe, Kakoe 3ameuartebHoe pellleHune!
U ot BocxHUeHHs MapTbillKa Aa)Ke 3aneJa:

Pewmna cBoit poct ysHaTh yaas!
U B 3TOM OH, KOHEYyHO, NPaB.
Beab 370 BaXHO oYeHb!
Bo3mMoxkHO, OH AAHHHee Bcex!
Bo mHoro pas aamnxHee Bcex!
— Jla! — B310XHYJA yAaB.— 3IT0 NOKa HEHW3BECTHO!
— Kak xe tb 6yaents ero H3MepaAThb, CBOi POCT? —
cnpocuaa maprbiitka.— Kakum cnoco6om?
— YecTHO roBops,— NpH3HaJCA yAaB,— s He 3HAIO
HHU OoAHOro cnoco6a. Bce OHM, 3TH CNOCOOBI, MHe HeH3Be-
CTHBI.
— 3HauHuT, THl HE 3Haelllb, KaK H3MEPHTb CBOH
poCT? — OropuHJach MapThiiika. U or OropueHus OHa
Jaxke 3aneja:

Bot rosiosa, a BOT OH — XBOCT.
A ocraasHoe — 370 pocT!

B ynaBe mHoro pocra.

Ho Kak H3MepHTb 3TOT PocT —
He 3najoT rosioBa n xBocr.
Y3Hath CBOH POCT — He NPOCTO!

— OueHb CJ0XKHO! — B3J0XHYJ ONfAITL YAAB.

— A BOT H Her! — BApPYr 3aKpHyaja MapThiliKa.—
Sl 3naro, Kak H3MepHTb TBOH pocT!

— Kak? — 6bicTpo cnpocua yaas.

— QOuenp npocro! — ckasana maprbika.— Hano
CHOXKHTbCA nonoaam! CkaaapiBamca!

¥YnaB cAOXKHIACA NOMNOJAAM H MOJOXKHI CBOK TOJOBY
PAAOM C XBOCTOM.

— Tak! — cka3aaa maprbiika.— CKJaaabiBaHcs eimé
pas.
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¥YpaB caoxuica suersepo. MapThilika o6oiuna BOK-
pyr yaaBa M 3aAyManach.

— Hy? — cnpocua ynaB ¢ HeTeprneHHeM.

— Ceiiuac! — ckazana maproimika.— Bor ronosa, a
BOT OH XBOCT! Bcé€ sicHo!

— Y710 AcHO? — cnpocua yaas.

— Bcé! — ckasana mapteimika.— Bcé acho! Tsoit
pocT GyaeT ABe TBOHX MOJOBHHBI HJIH YeTbipe MOJOBHHBI
NOJIOBHH.

— JlBe NMOJOBHHBI... YeTbIpe... MOJOBHHbI...— MOMNbi-
Tajca pa3odparbcs yAaB, HO TaK H He pasobpaJcs.—
Het,— cka3an oH B KoHue KOHLOB.— Tak He nNoay4YHTCs!

— [louemy He nonyunTca? — yaAMBHAACH MAPTHilUKa.

— [loTromMy uTO MeHs NONOBHHAMH MEPHTHL HeJib3A!

— [louemy Heab3n!

— [loromy uro 5 ueablit!

— Hy, torna s He 3Hal Kak,— oOHpaenacp Map-
ThILIKA.

Ona oTBepHyJach OT yAaBa M yBHIEJa CJAOHEHKA.

— Y10 TYT Yy BacC CAYUHIAOCHL? — CMPOCHA CJIOHE-
HOK.— YeMm 310 Bbl TYT 3aHMMaeTech?

— Mens mepsieM! — 06bsacHHA ynaB.— Tosbko Mbl
He 3HaeM Kak!

— Korpa He 3Haewp Kak— 3aAyMUYHBO CKa3aj cJoO-
HEHOK,— HYXHO y KOTO-HHOY b CIPOCHTbD.

Maprbilika oueHb BHHMATENbHO MOCMOTpENA Ha CJO-
HEHKA H NpeaJIOXKHa:

— JlaBait y TeGs cnpocum.

— Y MeHsi? — CMYTHJICA CJOHEHOK.— Y MeHs Jayu-
e He Hano. Jlapadte ayyue cnpocum y nonyras.
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— JlaBaitre! — BApyr 3akpuuas nonyraii, oTKy1a HHu
BO3bMHCH NOSBJSIACH Nepel Apy3bsaMu.— JlaBalite cnpo-
cum y meHs! CnpamuBaire!

— Kax meHs H3MepHTb? — CNpOCHA YAaB.

— Hy...— ckasan nonyrai.— Poct ynasos B 60Jb-
IIHHCTBE CJYy4aeB, Kak NPaBHJIoO, H3MepsAeTCH... 3... C XBO-
cta. 1o y Te69 uro?

— 9710 y Hero rosoBa! — 06bACHHJIA MapPTHIIKA.

— loaoBa HamM He HyXHa! — oTmaxHyJjcs nony-
rai.— JlaBah ciona xpocr!

¥YnaB npoTsHyJa Nonyralo XBOCT.

— A renepb,— ckasan nonyrai yaaBy,— XBOCT OC-
TaBb TYT, @ CaM NOJ3H, MOJ3H, NOKA He BbITAHEWIbLCA BO
BCIO JJIMHY.

YnaB nonosi3 B 3apOCiH, a nepes, nonyraem ocrajics
ero xsocr. Monyraii oueHpb 10Jr0 Ha 3TOT XBOCT CMOTPEJI.

CnoHéHok M MapThilIKa 60AJAKCh MOMEaTh NONyrao.
IloaTomy oHM Bean ceGs oueHb THX0. OHM CTOSAH PSs-
AbIIIKOM M TOXe cMOTpeau Ha xBoct. Jlorom 3aro UM Ha-
noeJo.

— Kak bl aymaellb,— CIpOCHJI CJIOHEHOK MapThilll-
KY,— OH €ro yxe mepser?

— Thbl ero yxe Mepsiellb? — cnpocuia MapThillika
nonyras.

— 3J... 3... 3...— cKa3aa nonyraid.— Jleno B ToM, uto
06bIYHO yaaBbl H3MEPAIOTCA € XBOCTA. A Hall yaaB H3Me-
pserca HaoGopor. C rioBbl. ATO y Hero XBocr, Aa?

— Jla! — ckasana MapTHIKa.— ITO y Hero XBOCT.
A ronosa Tam! — ¥ MapThilIKa MaxHyJa PyKo#H B CTOpO-
Hy 3apocaeH.
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— 3o0BHTe roJosy! — BeJeJ nonyrai.

— bBecnonesno! — ckaszana  maprbimka.— loJioBa
Hac He ycabliiut. OHa Tenepb AaJeKo. YAaB, OH 3Haellb
KaKoil AJAHHHbIA!

— Ceifiuac s 3a Heif c6eraio,— npeaJoKHJ CJOHEHOK.

— He crout! — cka3aa nonyraii.— Jlaneko XOAHTb.
Jlyume nasaiite népHem ero 3a XBOCT, a roJoBa cama
NPUAOA3ET.

CaoHEHOK, MapThIIKA M nonmyrai CXBaTHJAHCH 3a
XBOCT yJaBa, U BCe Pa30M 3TOT XBOCT A€pHyan. HemHOX-
KO MoAoXKAaaAu M A€PHYaH ewé pa3. [loTom emé nHem-
HOXKO H onsTb A€PHYJH. [onoBa ynaBa He noJasaa.

— Yrt0 e oHa He MOJ3ET? — CNPOCHJ CJIOHEHOK.

—. A BApyr... A BAPYr...— 3aXXMypHJacb MapThiliKa
oT cTpaxa.— A Bapyr!..

— Y10 «a BAPYr»? — CAPOCHJ CAOHEHOK.

— A BApPYr OH nopBaJica? — 3aKpHyaJia MapThillKa.

— Kro?

— YnaB! Mu ero Tyt Aépraem, a OH Tam nopsaJcs!

— O#! — cKa3aa c10HEHOK.

— TouHo! — BockaukHyn nonyraih.— Hy koneuHo!
Mbl ero népraeM, a OH mopBaJicsi — H roJjioBa Npo CBOH
XBOCT HHYero He 3HaeT! Hano nposepHTh!

Maprbimika, Hu caoBa He rosops, 6pocuiach B 3a-
poCJH H MOMuyajach BAOJb YAAaBa.

CnonéHok ¥ nonyrait KHHYJHCb 3a Heil.

— Tyt on ueawnit. H Tyt TOXKE,~— FOBOPHJIM OHH APYT
mpyry.— H tam. U 3nech. H BOT TyT TOXKe Heb:A.

— Bor! — 3akpuyana maptoimika.— CMotpure! 1o
MeCTO cCOBCeM HenpouHoe!
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C/10HEHOK ¥ MapThIIKA CXBATHJAMCH 32 Y1aBa H CTaJH
€ro TAHYThb B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI.

— Her,— cka3an nonyraii.— 3T0 MecTo MpoOUHOE,
HaBepHOe, OH B Apyrom mecte nopsaJcs. lowau pannue.

A rosioBa yiaBa JexaJaa B KyCTax H NPpHCIYWHBaAacCh
K CBOMM oiyueHussM. QwyiueHus Gbiau cTpaHHble. Bep-
Hee, CHayaJia HUKAKHX oLlylleHHH He Gblao.

«Korpa e OHM HAQUHYT MEHS H3MepATb? — AyMaJ
yaaB ¢ HerepneHHeM.— YUTo e OHM BCE He H3IMEPAIOT H
He H3MepsIoT? »

HakoHeu ynas nouyBcTBOBaJ, uTo ero AEpralor 3a
XBOCT.

«Ara! — noaymaa ynas.— Hauanu nimepatn!»

llorom ynaB ¢ ynoBoabcTBHeM y6enujcs, 4TO €ro
NEPraloT 3a XBOCT BCE CHJbHEHN H CHIIbHEH.

«Crapaiorca!» — noayman yaas.

Bckope ynas 3amerua, uro ero AEPraioT yxe He 3a
XBOCT, 2 HEMHOXKO GJIHXe K roJIoBe.

«XBOCT yxe uaMepuau! — nonyman yaas.— Jlaabwe
ABHHYyJHCb. Hy-Hy!»

U Tyt ynas cran yyBCcTBOBATb, UTO €ro Ha4yHHAIOT
TAHYTb B pa3Hble CTOPOHDI.

— Oro! — npunogHaa rosiopy yaas.— 300pOBO OHH
3a NeJi0 MPHHAJHKCD!

MMoxka ynaBa TaHyau, népraju, TOJKaJH H WHNAAH B
Pa3HLIX MecTax, OH TepmneJ, HO KOraa ynas OOHapyXHJ,
YTO €r0 CTaJIH LEKOTaTh, OH He BbiAepxKaJ.

— Xu-xu! — ckaszaa o cam cebe.— Oii! Xa-xa! Xu-
xu- xu! Xo-xo0-xo0! Xo-xo0-xo! Huuyero cede! Oxo-xo! Ka-
JKeTcsl, OHH HeMHOXKO yBJeKaucb! Oi! O#! Oié-€éi!

LillexoTku ynaB Gosaca yxacuo. C nercrsa. floatomy
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OH MOCKOpeii MOBEPHYJICS M NONOJ3 HABCTPEUy MapThilliKe,
CJIOHEHKY M nonyrato.

A CIOHEHOK, MapThILIKa U nonyrad HCKaJH ¥ BCE HH-
KaK He MOTJIM HaiiTH, rae e yaas nopsagacs. Onn poul-
JH yXKe MOUYTH [0 camoii cepeMHBl, Korja u3 3apociae
NOsiIBHJIACH rOJIOBA yAaBa.

— Xu-xu! — ckasana rososa.— Yero 3aro B LIEKO-
yeTech?

— Mbl He weKouemcs, Mbl nposepseM! — oTMaxHy-
Jacb MapThilIKa.

— Yro nposepsiere? — yaMBHJICA YAaB.

— Te6s,— cka3aa nonyrail.— Bapyr Tel nopsancs?!

— A? Topaaca? I'me?! — yxacHyqacs ynas.

— TlocepennHe,— B3XOXHYJ CIOHEHOK.

YnaB Tak ObICTPO KHHYJCS K CBOEMY XBOCTY, 4TO
HEMHOXKO cOHJ ¢ HOr nonyrasi.

— Tam Mbl yXe NpoBepHAH! — KPHKHYJ €My BCJEA
nonyrai.

YnaB kuHyJdcs B Apyrywo ctopoHy. OH BHUMATENbHO
OCMOTpeJ cebst 10 CaMOi LWeH U TOJAbKO TOrJa B3ROXHYJ
c obaerueHuem:

— ¢y! Lleanii!

— LUeaniii! — o6panoBanac, MapThillIKa.

CaonéHok M monyrai TOXe oO4eHb O0OpPanOBAJHChH.
Korza Bce HEMHOro yCMOKOMJIHCH, YRAB HAMOMHMJ, 4TO
OH COBCEM He MPOCHJ, 4TOG ero MPOBEPsiiH, OH MPOCH,
4TO0 €ro MepsJiH.

— Ceifyac! — ckasan nonyraii.— Yxe HauuHato. Ceii-
yac, yAaB, i H3MEPIO TBO# POCT B MONYrasix.

— B nonyrasx? — xopoM YyIHBHJIHCbL CJOHEHOK H
MapTbIlKa.
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— Kak 310? — pacrepsJcs yaas.
— A rak,— cka3aa nonyrait.— CKoOJbKO nonyraes B
Te6e noMecTHTCs, TaKO# y Tedsa H pocT!
— Oro! — yxacHyaaco mMapthiuka.— CKOJbKO no-
MecTHTCa!l!
— Ouenb Hapo! — obupencs ynas.— Sl He cTaHy
rJ0TaTh CTOJNLKO NOMNYyraes.
— 3aueM ke raorars! Bo-nepBhbiX, rioTaTh HHKOrO
He Haao, a BO-BTOPBIX, U OJHOro monyras XBaTut. Mens.
— Hy,— HenosepuuBo cKka3an yaaB,— €CJH IJIOTaThb
He Hajo0, TOr4a mMepsit B nonyrasx!
MMonyra# warHyJ ¥ HaCTYNHJA yAaBY Ha XBOCT.
— O#i! — THXOHBKO CKa3aJ yAas.
Ho nonyra# emé pas warHya u nouwén no yaasy of
XBOCTa K roJioBe.
Monyraii wéa u cuntaa ward. OH roBOpHI:
Pa3! Jlsa!
Jlesoil! Mpasoii!
JBaxan apa!
Ouensb npocro
HamepsaioTca ynapb —

Ilatbi0 nats —
Jlio6oro pocra!

Jo#aa no roaoBbl, NONyraii CNpbLirHyJ Ha 3eMJII0 H
cOOOUIHJ yAaBY:

— TBo# poct Oyaer poBHO TPUALATL BOCEMb NOMy-
raes! Bor kako# y Te06s pocr!

— ¥x toI! — BOoCXHTHJCA yAaB.— TpHAUATH BOCEMD!

— A ueM ewé MOXKHO MEPHTb POCT? — CNPOCHJA NO-
nyrasi MapTbiiuKa.

— Bcem! — cka3an nonyra#.

— H mapThilIKAMH MOXHO?
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— MoxHo!

Maprbilika moackounWaa K yAaBy H CTaja No HeMy
KYBBIPKAaTbCS.

— Pa3, nBa! — kpruana mMaprhiliKa, KyBHPKaACb.—
JleBoii, npasoit! Jipaxabl...— H Tyr MapThillKa, KOTO-
pasi HauaJa KyBHIPKATbCS C roJioBbl, JOKYBbIPKaaach 10
XBOCTa.

— Bcé! — pasouapoBanHo cka3ajaa maprbimika.—OH
yXe BeCb KOHUMJaCS!

— [ate maprbiek! — 06pABHA NoOMyrai.

— A renepb... naBaiTe CJAOHEHKAMH! — MPENJOKHI
CJIOHEHOK.

Ca0oHEHOK cTan BO3Jie XBOCTA yAaBa, WIATHYJA M CKa-
3an: «Pa3!». Tlorom on ewé warnyn u ckasan: «Jipa».
U xorna on ckaszaa: «JiBa», oH yXKe 0Ka3aJjcs Bo3Jje ro-
JIOBbI yaBa.

— JiBa! — B3m0XHya caoHéHok.— Toabko aBa...

— JiBa cioHéHKA! — 0GbABMA MONYraii.

— Ypa! — npowenrtaa cuacrausbiii ynas.— ypal!l! —
3aKpHuaJj oH u30 Bcex cua.— Ypa!l! [lpekpacno! Ilpocro
3noposo! Cnacu6o! Cnacubo Bam, apy3psa! Tebe, nomny-
rai! Tebe, mapToiika! U tebe, cnioHénok! Hy Kak' 6bi 5
M3MepHJI CBOH POCT, €CJIH Obl He BbI?!

— Tebe 6bi NpOCTO HY COBCEM HeueM Oblio Gbl ero
M3MepMTh, TBOHM POCT! — CKasaJa nonyrai.

— A Tenepb,— cKa3aa yjaaB,— Tenepb s 3HAl0, YTO
Moi pocT...

— JIBa caoHéHKa! — cKa3aJd CJOHEHOK.
— IlaTb mapThillek! — cKa3zajsa MapTbilIKa.
— Tpuauar, BOCEMb monyraes! — cKasaa monyrak.
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— Jre! — BApyr 3aaymadcs yaaB.— A B nonyraax-
TO 91 rOpasno AJHHHEe.

— Ewme 6b!! — noarBepAna nonyraii.

— Tenepb,— BOCKJIHKHYJN yjAaB,— KOTAa MpHeneT
mMos 6alymka u ckaxer: Hy, BHyuek, Thl, KaxKeTcsl, Bbi-
poc!» — s eii orBeuy: «Jla, 6a6ymka, a Boipoc». U 1
CKaxy e# CBOH pocT B nonyrasx!

— Horoan,— yauBujaacp MapTbilika,— Thi Npo Ka-
Kylo 6a6yuiky roBOpHiliL?

— [Ipo moto! — ckasaa ynas.

— Tgos 6abywika npHeaer K Ham cioaa, B AQpuky?—
CMPOCHA nonyra.

— [lpnepner!

— A Korja oHa npueaeT? — CINPOCHA CJAOHEHOK.

— Yxe oueHb CKOPO! — cKa3aa yaas.

C

%Enunuud

M Ooo00000



TAABA Xl

Pabyikd.
Joaba

) 0 0 C
0 0 0 ([

—

Ynae Bnoa3 Ha naabmy. OH 06GBHJCA BOKPYF CTBOJA,
MOAHAJN FOJIOBY Haj BePXYWKOH U BIAAbIBAJCA B AaJb.
On xpan ceoio 6a6ymky. MapTeilika ToXKe cuaena Ha
najibMe, pAAOM C YAABOM, U TOXe BrasiAbiBajgacb. B Ty
XKe camyio panb. OHa ToXKe XKpana 6abywKy ynapa, Ko-
TOpas rie-To TaM yiKe eXaja K CBOEMY BHYKY.

A BHHM3Y, oA nanbMOi, nonyrail yyua CAOHEHKA, KaK
HyXHO pa3roBapuBarb ¢ 6a6ymkamu. Ilonyrai rosopua:

— ...H Tl ckaxewb: «3apaBcTByiiTe, poporas Oa-
6ymka ynasa! Baw BHyk — Ham apyr. Mbl paabt, uto
Bbl IPHEXAJIH K HEMY!»

— Mbl paabl, uTo Thl NpHeEXata K HeMY,— MOBTOPHJ
CJOHEHOK.

— He 71hI, a BBl. K 6abymkam HyXHO oOOpaiarbcs
Ha «BbI»!

— Tak oHa Gyaer He 0AHA?— yAUBHJCS CJAOHEHOK.—
K ynasy npuener mHoro 6a6yiuex?

— Ilpuener opna O6abymka,— cKasaa nonyra#.
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— 3auem e Toraa o6pamaTncs K Heil Ha «BbI», KaK
O0yaTo e€ mHoro?

— [lotoMy uTO OHa B3pocjaasi,— OOBSCHHA nony-
rait.— K B3pochoii 6abyumike Bcerga obpauialorcs Ha
«Bbi». Jlaxke ecau B3pocias 6abymra oaHa, e€ BCé paB-
HO MHOro. B3pocaas —oHna Gosblias.

CnonéHok B31OXHYJ H NOCMOTpeJ HaBepX. A HaBep-
Xy MapThiliKa cnpalinBaJja yaaBa:

— A 1BOs 6abyiika Kakas?

~— OHa Taxas... Takas..— CKa3aJ yJaB, BIIsilbl-
BasiCb B 1aJ1b,— O4Y€Hb XBOCTJIHBaA!

— XBacraerca?— yAHBHJIaChb MapThilliKa.

— Het!— o0upeaca ynas. — Huuero oHa He xBac-
taercs. [Ipocro y Heé XBOCT AJHHHDIA.
— Kaky te6n?

— JanuHee. U oT 3TOr0 OHa OYeHb XBOCTJHUBAS.

A BHHM3y nonyrai BeJeJ CJOHEHKY YYHTb HaAH3YyCTb
cI0Ba, KOTOpbie OH cKaxer G6abyliKke, KOraa OHa npHe-
IeT, a TaM B3JjieTeJ] Ha BepXYWKY MaJdbMbl K yAaBy H
MapThbliliKe.

— JKnére?— cnpocua ux nonyra#.

— J)Kném! — ckasana MapThillKa.

— Bbi HenpaBuibHO XKA€Te!— 3asBua nonyrai.—
Bbl x1€Te B 01HY CTOPOHY, a Hafo B pa3nble. Thl, ynas,
XKIM Tyla!— nonyrad moBepHYJ roJIOBY yAaaBa Hamnpa-
BO.— A Tbl, MapTHIllIKa, XKAH clofa! — nonyrait noBepHya
MapThIIKY HaJleBo.— A 1 cam 6yay xkaatb npsamo! Bot!
Tenepbp Mbl XKAEM NPaBHABLHO H, HaBEPHO, CKOpPO 10-
xKaemcs.

— Henonatho!— cka3aa ynas.— 3aueM X1aThb B TPH
cropoHbi? Ko MHe npue3kaer ogHa 6alylika, a He TPH.
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— [pasuabHo! — o6panoBanacr maprhiiika.— Tebe
OiHa, a ABe OCTajbHble MHe H nonyraio! Mo Gabyiuke.

— A MHe? — 3aKpHYaJ CHU3Y CJOHEHOK.

— He orBaekaiica! — KpHKHYJa eMy nonyrail.— Yuu
cJjoBa!

— 3apaBcrTByitTe, poporas... 3ApaBcTByiiTe, n0po-
ras... ajoporas...— 3a60pMoTaJ CJAOHEHOK.

WU sapyr caoHéHok ysuaea 6abymky. baéywky yna-
Ba. OHa noaBHJAAacCh ¢ 4eTBEPTOH cTOpoHbl. C TOH caMoH,
C KOTOpOW HM YAaB, HH MapTbillKa, HU nonyraii eé He
KAAJH.

— ba6ywmka! — axHya CJAOHEHOK M Ha4aja rOBOPHTH
CJI0Ba, KOTOPble OH BbIyYHJ.— 3ApaBCTBY#TE, A0pOras...

Ho Tyr Ha CcJOHEHKA CBaJWJIHCbh CBEpPXy CHawaJja
ylaB, a NIOTOM MapTHILIKA U NONyrau.

— babywka npuexanaa! — KpHuaa yaas.— Ypa!!!

Monyrai Toxe Kpuuaa uro-ro pagocrHoe. U maproii-
Ka Toxe KpuuaJga. [IpaBna, oHa KpHuaJa He 4TO-TO, OHA
KpHuyaJga BooGue!

— OnHy MHHYTOUKY,— cKa3asa 6alymika yAaBa,
orasabliBasch Hasaa.— §1 emeé He coBceM npuexanaa,
0XKHAa10 NPHOLITHA CBOEro XBOCTA C MHHYTbI HA MHHYTY.

ba6ymwka ynaBa oka3ajacb AEHCTBHUTEJbHO OYeHb
Oosbllas M yXKacHO XxBoctausas. l'ojoBa e€ yxke NaBHO
6biaa TyT, a cama 6abyuika Bc€ npuébiBasa H NpHObLIBaA.
HakoHneu noka3aJcsa XBOCT.

— Bot u oH! — cka3ana 6abyumika, BcTpeuas cBOi
xsoct.— Tenepb MOXXHO 310poBaThca!

U 6abymika ynaBa HeXXHO NOUEJNOBaJa CBOEro BHyKa
B 7106, a B 3TO BpeMsi €€ XBOCT IJaJHJI N0 roJoBaM CJo-
HEHKa, MapPTHILKY H nonyras.
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— 3apascrsyiite! 3apascrByfite! — ropopuna 6a-
6ywxa Bcem BMecte.— 3ApascTByit! 3apascTByii! — ro-
BOPHJIA OHA KAaXXAOMY B OTAEJbHOCTH.

Bapyr 6abyuika OTOABHHYJACH B CTOPOHY M NMOCMOT-
peJia Ha CBOEro BHyKa H ero Apy3ed co ctopoubi. H Boc-
KJAHKHYyJa:

— UYro 51 BHXKY??!!

"— MeHs, 6a6ywka! — sakpuuyaJa ynas.

— U MeHs! — KpHkHyJa MapTbillKa, NOANPbLITHBas,
4yTO6bl CTaTh 3aMeETHEN.

— U ewé nonyras u ca0HEHKA! — po6ko noGaBuJ
CJIOHEHOK.

— Hac! — noarBepaua nonyras.

— Bac a npekpacHo BHXKy! — cka3ana 6abywka.—
Ho kpome TOro, s BHXKY, 4TO BBl ryjisieTe TYyT OAHH, Oe3
npucmorpa!

— be3 yero mbl ryasem? — ucnyraJjcs nonyraii. On
HarHyJcsi, NOCMOTpeJ Ha CBOM TOHEHbKHe HOXKH, a MNo-
TOM HAa BCAKHIH ciayuall OTOWEN B CTOPOHY M CNpsiTajcs
3a CJIOHEHKa.

— Bwu ryasiere,— nosropuaa 6abymka,— 6e3 npu-
cmotpa! Ho tenepn Bcé Gyner unaue! PaHbiue Bol ryas-
JH Kak?

— Kak? — cnpocua ynaB U nocMOTPes Ha MapThlil-
KY 4 C/IOHEHKaA.

— Panbwe Bbl ryasan camu no ce6e! — o6bRcHUAA
6adywka.— A Tenepb, KOrAa K BaM npuexana s, Bol 0y-
AeTe ryasiTh...

— Ho 6adywke!— porapanacb maprhiika.— Tenepsn
Mbl OyaeM ryastb no 6adyuke! — B BOCTOpre 3aKpHyana
MapThilIKa H NpbIrHyaa Ha 6adyiuky. H noGexana no Hei,
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Ho 6a6ymka noiiMajsa MapThilliky XBOCTOM, OCTO-
POXKHO cHfila e€ ¢ cebst M NOCTABHJAA HA 3eMJIIO.

— Teneps Bbl Gynere ryjasitb H Urpath ¢ NMPHCMOT-
pom! — cKasaaa oHa.

— A Kak 3T0? — yJHBHJICSI CIOHEHOK.

— Ouenb NpocTo,— 06'BSCHUA NONYyraii, BLITJSIAbIBAS
H3-3a caoHéHKa.— Mubl Gyaem Mrpats, a 6abymika 6yner
cmotperb. Ha Hac.

— Xopowo au 310? — 3aaymancsd CJAOHEHOK.— Mbi
Oyaem Bc€ BpeMs Mrpath, a 6afylka TOJbKO CMOTPETH.
Eii xe cTraHer cKyuHO!

— MoxHO cMOTpPeTh no ouepeaH! — MPeAJOXKHI
yAaB.

— Her-Her, cnacu6o! — cka3ana pacrporaHHas 6a-
Oyuwika.— Bbl yX urpaiite, a 5 npucmorpio.

— A BO 4TO MOXHO HrpaTh ¢ NPUCMOTPOM? — CNpO-
CHJIa MapThILIKA.

— Pebsata,— cKka3ana 6a6ymka.— Bo Bcé! C npu-
CMOTPOM MOXKHO MrPaThb BO YTO XOuellb!

— JlaBa#Te urparb ¢ npucMoTpoM! — o6panosaJcs
CJIOHEHOK.

— EcTb MHOro yBjekareJbHbIX CNOPTHBHbIX Hrp,—
ckasaaa 6adymka.

— $1 3Hal0 OAHY OYeHb CMOPTHUBHYIO Hrpy! — 3aKpu-
yaja maproiika.— [leperaruBanue ynasa!

Tyr mapThillka CXBaTHJA yAaBa 3a XBOCT, a CJOHE-
HOK CXBaTHJ ero 3a rososy. U onu cranau TaHyTh yaaBa
B pa3Hbie CTOPOHbI. A monyrai 6erajq OT MAapTHIILKH K
CNIOHEHKY M CMOTPeJl, KTO NepeTAruBaer.

Cravana no6exkaaja MapThilIKa, HO CJOHEHOK AEp-
HYJl 30 BCEX CHJI H CPa3y NepeTsHyJ Ha CBOIO CTOPOHY
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Bcero ynasa. U mMapToillKy ToXe. A MapThiliKa no A0-
pore 3axBaTHJa nonyras, Tak YTO CJOHEHOK W ero nepe-
TAHyJ. Bce nonapaau apyr Ha apyra W OKa3aJjucCb B OA-
HOH Kyuye.

— 3Haere u4TO,— NpepsioXHIa Galbywka,— B 3Ty
CNOPTHBHYIO Mrpy Mbl NOHrpaemM B CJeAyIOWLHI pas, a
cedyac s 3aiMyCb BallUM BOCNHTAHHEM.

— IlpocTHTe, HO MBI CeroiHs YyKe 3aBTpaKkaju,—
cKasaJ nonyras.

— 3Haere,— CKa3aJj CJOHEHOK,— Mbl BOOOLle O4YEeHb
XOpOllIO NHTaeMcs.

— Oco06eHHO 1! — cKa3aJ yJaaB.

— S roBopl0 He O NUTAHHM, & O BOCNHUTAHHU! —
o6bacHHaa Oalyuika.

— A BOCNHTaHHE, 3TO YTO? — CMNPOCHJA MAPThHIlIKA.

— 310 MHOro yero,— ckasaja 6ab6ymka.— B aByx
ciaoBax He ckaxewsb. Hy, Bor T, MmapTbiuka. Ecan a
cedyac copBy H aam TebGe 6anaH, YyTo Thl CAeJaellb?

— Cneabiii 6aHaH? — YTOYHHJA MApPTHILIKA.

— QueHb cneabid,— KHBHYJA 6abyllKa.

— Cpbem! — cka3ana MapTbillKa.

badyuika HeonOOpHTENbHO NOKayaJja roJoBoH.

— CHayana ckaxy «cnacu6o»,— nonpasHjiacb Map-
ThIIIKAa.— A MOTOM cbem!

— Hy ut0 X, Tl MOCTYNHUIb, KaK BEXJHBasg Map-
ThilIKa! — cka3ana 6abymka.— Ho Bexausoctb — 3To
eulé He BcE€ BocnuTtaHue! Xopoiwo BOCMIHTAHHAs MapThill-
Ka CHauaJja npeajioXXHT 6aHaH ToBapHiny!

A BApyr OH ero BO3bMET?! — Hcnyrajacb Map-
ThIIKA.
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— JleiicTBuTenbHo, 6alyuwka,— noagepxana Map-
THIWKY YAaB.— OH XKe ero MOXeT B3AThb!

— HenpemenHo BO3bMET! — pelllna nonyram.

CnoHéHOK HHMuero He cKasaJ, HO OH mpo cebs TOXe
noaymaJ, 4To €CJH NpeAJoXHTb 6aHaH TOBapHuly, TO
HHKaKo#i ToBapHuy ot 6aHaHa He orkaxertcs. Ecan, Ko-
HEYHO, OH YMHbIH, 3TOT TOBAPHLL.

— Hert! BocnuranHo# 6biTb He HHTEpeCHO! — CKa3a-
Jla MapThiluKa.

— A b1 nonpo0yii! — ba6ywmka copsaja cneibiii U
COyHbii 6aHaH M MpoTaHyJa ero maprtbiwike: — [lonpo-
Gyi!

— Yro npoGoBars? — cnpocuna mMaprbilika.— ba-
HaH? WaH ObITb BOCNMUTAHHOM?

babymka Huuero He orBerHaa. MaprTbiiika nocmor-
pena Ha 6aHaH, notom Ha 6a0ywky. Ilotom onarth Ha
6anaH. banaH Obia O4eHb cneblii M YAHBHTEJNbHO BKYC-
HbIH Ha BHA.

— boabwmoe cnacu6o! — ckasajsa maptbitika 6ady-
IIKE H yXe OTKPbla POT, 4To0bl ChecTh 6aHaH, HO BAPYT
3aMEeTHJIA, YTO HA He€ OYeHb BHUMATEJNbHO CMOTPHUT CJIO-
HéHOK. BepHee, He Ha Heé, a Ha e€ 6aHaH. MaprTbimKa
cMyTHAaChb.— Thl Belb He OYeHbL JIOOMUIL GaHAHBI? —
CApPOCHJIa OHA cJOHEHKA.— Tbl BeAb, HABEPHO, X MOUTH
COBCEM He JI00HllIb, NpaBaa?

— Her, noyemy xe? — Bo3pa3ua caOHEHOK.— S HX
AOBOJIbHO CHJILHO J1106J110.

— Jla? — ckasana MapTbillKa yNaBIHM roJlOCOM.—
Hy, Torna — Ha!

U maprbiiika otpana caoHéHKy cBoit 6aHaH. CaoHé-
HOK CKa3aJa cnacH6o M cTaj oyHUiaTh 6aHaH OT KOXYPHI.
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lonyrait nopnowén K CIOHEHKY M CTaJ CMOTPETb, KaK CJA0-
HEHOK 3T0 Aeaaer. CJOHEHOK B3LOXHYJ H MOJIOXKHA nepen,
nonyraem OuMlleHHbIH 6aHaH.

— bepn! 310 TeGe! — cka3aa CAOHEHOK.

Monyrai no6aaronapua c1OHEHKA, B3sia GaHaH H MO-
HEC ero yaasy.

— YnaB! — ckasaa nonyrail.— IlpumMu ot MeHs aTOT
npeKpacHblif criesiblif 6aHaH!

— 1 npuHKMalo ero ot TeGs ¢ ray6okoii 6aaropap-
HOCTbIO! — cKasas yAaB, B3sJa GaHaH H MPOTAHYJ] €ro
MapTbiLIKe.

CHavana mMapTbilIKa O4YeHb YAUBUJIACh, & IOTOM eLlé
CHJbHel o6panoBanach. OHa NOANPLITHYJAA H 3aKpHYaJa:

— S nousaa! louana! BocnuraHHO GbITh OYEHDL HH-
TepecHo! Tlpocto 3ameuareabHo! Tbl 4TO-HHOYAbL KOMY-
HHOYAb NPEAJOXKHUb, Te6e KTO-HHOYAb YTO-HHOY AL Npe-
anoxur! Kpacora!

— Xm! — cka3ana 6a6ymka.— Korna s ropopuaa o
BOCMHTAHHH, S He COBCEM 3TO HMeJsa B BHAY. Ho B o0liiem
Thbl, MapThilliKa, npaBa. Ecau HHKOMY HHYero HH Aas KO-
ro He JKaJKo — 3T0 AeHCTBHTeNbHO Kpacota.— U Oa-
Oywka ewé pas ckasana: — Xm! — Ito «Xm!» oHa cka-
3aJla He MapTbilllke, H He CAOHEHKY, H He MOMyraio, U Aa-
JKe He CBOeMy BHYKY yaaBy. 310 «XM!» OHa cKasaaa
caMma ceo0e.

...A Tebe, yBaxkaemblii PeG€HOK, 51 L0NKEH COOGHTD,
YTO Halla KHHUIKKA yXKe OueHb cKopo KoHuHtcs. [loTtomy
4YTO Thl AOUHTAT €€ MOUTH 10 CAMOro KOHua.

Bot ceiuac ynaB ckaxer Galylike CBOH POCT, CHa-
yaJja B NMOMyrasx, a MOTOM B MapTbIUIKAX M CJIOHEHKAX,
M HaM ¢ TOOOM NpUAETCS NONPOLWATLCS C HHMH BCEMH.
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Mwui ¢ TOGO# nepeBepHEM HOCJAEAHIOW CTPaHHWMy, a
OHM OCTaHyTcs B cBoell Adpuke, Gyayr UrpaTor B pa3Hbie
HIPpBl H NETb NECEHKH. Hanpumep, BOT 3TYy:

Ha cBete mMHOro ectb TOro,
Mpo uTO He 3HAIOT HHYEro
Hu B3pocJbie, HH peTH!

U 3To BOBCe He ceKper,
Korna cekpera BoBCe Her,
Ckyuator Bce Ha cBeTe!

A nouemy?

Ja notomy, uto

YxacHo UHTepecHO

Bcé 1o, uTo HendpecTHO!
YKacHO HeH3BECTHO

Bcé 1o, uT0 MHTepecHO!

— Hy, BOT MbI H paccTaauch ¢ MapTHIKDI, CTOHEH-
KOM, nonyraeM, ynasom u ero 6a6ywmkoi. A tenepp aa-
BaMTe NpoMmAaThCa APYr C APYFrOM.

Mopa, nopa Ham ¢ To6Goi nonpowarsca. Benp Henb3s
JKe MHe BCE BpeMsl nHcaTh, a Tebe BCE BpeMs YHTATb OAHY
M TY Xe€ KHUXKY. OT 3TOro MOXHO Tak COCKYYHTbCH, YTO,
TOr0O M raAsjiM, 3aboneem. Tak 4T0 — 10 CBMAAHbA, yBa-
XKaembli Pe6énok! BeTperumcea B kakoMH-HHOYAb Apyrov
KHMXKKe. A Ha npoulaHue nNo3Bojb MHe nepenatrr tebe
60abLOH ¥ ropaunit npuser. Ot cebs.
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