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Hoporue unrarenn!

Ilepen BaMu yauBHTENbHAA W YBJIeKATEJIbHASA
MCTOPHMSA O NPUKJIOYEHHAX YeThIpexX peGAT U uUX co-
6aKH Ha TAHHCTBEHHOM OCTPOBE C Ppa3pyILIeHHBIM
38MKOM, IIOJIJHOM COKDOBHIII.

Ora nepsas u3 uenoit cepuu B 21 KHUry o «Be-
JHUKOJIEITHOM NATepKes.

Hamnucana 3ty xuury u eme oxkoao 600 xkuur
ANA AeTel M IOHOIIECTBA aHIrAHICKAaA NMUCATEIbHH-
ua Mapu Huna Baaliron (1897 — 1968). Ee nipo-
HM3BEeICHUA MNepeBeieHkl HA MHOrMe MHOCTDAHHBIE
A3BIKHM, U OHA AO CHX MOP OCTAETCA CAMBIM YHUTAE-
MBIM JIeTCKUM mnucarteneM B Beauxkobpuranmu. Ha
PYCCKOM fA3LIKE ee NMPOM3BEeAeHUA H3OAIOTCA BIlep-
BBI€.

Tepou nosecTeil 0 « BerukonenHoit narepkes —
OOBIKHOBEHHBIE AHTAUUCKHE INIKOJBHMKH, IOCTO-
AHHO nonagamouue B HeoObIyalHbIe NPUKJIIOYE-
Hua. Cekper NONyJAPHOCTH 3TOrO cepuajia B Mupe,
MOMMMO OLIEJOMJIAIOLIEro moJjera (aHTasuHu, 3a-
KJIO4YaeTCA B TOHKOM NOHHMAHHH NMUcaTeJbHHULEeH
NCHXOJOruu U HMHTepecoB aeteit. Kpome Toro, ee
MCTODHHM HANHMCAHBI HACAJBHBIM AHIJIHHACKHM
A3BIKOM M CYMTAIOTCA CBOEOOPA3HBIM JIMHIBHUCTH-
YeCKHM 3TAJIOHOM.

HNanaBas cepHio KHUT 0 « BeaukosenHoi narep-
Kes IapajaiejibHO Ha PYCCKOM M AHTJIUMCKOM A3bI-
Kax, Mbl HajJeeMCA, 4To Bl He TOJBKO NMOJydYHuTe
YAOBOJBCTBME OT 3THX HMCTODHII, HO M CMoOXKeTe
JIiy4iie rocTH4Yb COBPEeMEHHRIN aHraAnHACKNiA A3BIK.

Hrak, nepex Bamu nepsaa xkuura Uuux Bnait-
TOH 0 «BenukojaenHolt narepkes, 3a KOTOPOi 1o-
CJeayIoT M ApyTHe.



I'JIABA ITEPBASA
BoAbmas He0)KHAAHHOCTD

— Mama, TH He cJABIIIAJNA elle, YTO Yy HAC

HACTYIIHJAU JIETHHE KAHUKYARI? — COPOCHJA 3a
sasTpakoM Jxynauan. — Mul onars noeaeMm B
Ioncur?

— DBorocs, uTO0 Her, — oTBermsia mama. — B

3TOM I'OAY TAM IIOJTHO HAPOAY.

Tpoe Ametelf MoOCMOTpeNH APYT HA APYra C BeIM-
KMM pasouapoBaHueM. OHM TaKk mo0uUIM OOM B
IToncure. TaM K TOMY )Ke NMpPeKPaCHBIN UK, ¥ Ky-
naThCA TAM 3J0POBO.

— He yHniBajiTe, — ckasan oren. — Mory Bam
CKa3aTh, YTO MhI Haliem BaMm eimue rae-HuGyab Ta-
KOe ke Xopolee MecTedko. B mio6oM caydae Mama
M A He CMOXKeM ITOeXaTh C BAMH HA KAHHKYJIbI B
arom roay. Passe mama He cKa3sanra BaM 06
arom?

— Hetl — orseruna AHH. — OT10 mpasaa, Ma-
Ma? Bml pelicTBHTENIBHO He CMOXKeTe IoexaTh C Ha-
MH Ha KaHuKyJabsl? Bel xxe Bcerna e3guiu.

— Jla, HO B 3TOT pa3 mnama Xo4er, 4YTo0bl MBI C
HuM noexaau B Ilornanauio, — cKkasana Mama. —
Basoem! I nocKoNBKY BB yixke GONBIIIME M MOMeTe
caMH no3afoTuUThCA O cefe, TO MBI IIOAYMAJIH, YTO
BLI, MOXKeT OLITH, TOXKe C YAOBOJLCTBHEM ITpOBeAeTe
CBOM KaHMKYJhI TaK, KaK BaM xodercA. Ho Teneps,
Korza Bhl He cMoxkere roexats B Iloscur, s cosep-
ILIEHHO He 3HAI0, KYAa BaC OTIIPABUTh.

— Yr0o TH CcKaxxemur Hacuer KsenTHHOB? —
CNPOCH HeOXKMAAHHO oTel. KBenTnn 6uLn ero Gpar,
aana ero aeref. OHM BHIEIH €ro TOJBKO OXHAMKIBI,
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M ero BUA HEMHOIO MCITyrajJ uX. 310 GbLI O4YeHb BbI-
COKHil, MPAaUHBII MYXUMHA, OH ObLI y4YeHEIi, Bce
cBOe BpeMsA NMpoBOAMBIUMIt 3a paGoroi. Hux on y
Mopa. U 310 GLINO MOYTH BCE, YTO 3HAIM O HEM
REeTH.

— KBenTHH? — crnipocujia Mama M IIO/KaJsia ry-
6u1. — ITouyemy THI BAPYT BcnomHua o Hem? He ay-
Mal0, 410 eMy Obl OYeHb XOTeJIOCh, YTOOHI B €r0 Ma-
JIEeHbKOM JomMe Oerasm meru.

— 3Haemsb, — CKa3as OTell, — Ha JHAX MHe J0-
BEJIOCh BCTPETHTLCA B NOPOJie MO JeJiaM C ero JKeHO#,
M MHe NMOKa3ajioch, YTo oHa ObLia Obl OYeHb paja,
ecay Gbl OAMH MUK ABA YeJIOBEKA IOXKHJIH Y Hee He-
KOTOpoe BpeMs. OT0 npuHecao Oul eit HeboxbLION
AOXOA. 3Haelmb, BeAb UX JOM HAXOAUTCHA y mMopsa. U
@®anHu oyeHb» xopowasa xKeHinuHa. OHa Morna Gbl
OTJIMYHO NMPHUCMOTPETH 38 AETHMH.

— Ha. ¥ Hee ke To)xe ecTb pebeHOK, He Tak Jn? —
HaroMHuaa Math. — Iloroau-Ka, KaK 30BYT ee pebeH-
ka? Kakoe-to 3abasnoe uma. Ax aa, I»xopmxunal
CxoubKo ke eit moxxer ObiTh Jer? 51 aymaio, OKOJIO
OAWHHAALIATH.

— CronsKo ke, CKONBKO M MHe, — ckasaa UK. —
Ilpencrasbre, Y HaC €CTh Ky3UHA, KOTOPYIO MBI HHM pa-
3y ue suaenu! Eit, nomxHo 6bITh, AOBOJBLHO OXHUHO-
Ko oxuoit. 1 mory urpats ¢ Jxyauanom u AHH, a
JlxxopmxuHa Bce ogHa M oxgHa. J{ymalio, oHa Oblia
6Ll pajsia TO3HAKOMHUTHCA C HAMH.

— Ha, rera ®aHHn ckasaua, 4ro ee Jxopmxu-
Ha Oyzer oueHb pajaa, ecjM KTO-TO Ipueaer, — CKa-
3an oren. — BhI 3HaeTe, A CYUTAIO, €CJIH MBI ITI03BO-
HuM QaHHH M AOrOBOPMMCA C Hel, 3T0 AeMcTBH-
TeAbHO pemruT Hamy npobaemel. 1 @auuu 6ynper
noserye, u J[)xopaxuHe 6yzer ¢ KeM UrpaTh BO Bpe-
MA KaHUKyJ. A Mbl 6yaeM 3HATH, YTO HAlUa TPOHLIA
B LIEJIOCTH K COXPAHHOCTH.
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Jeru obpagoBanuck. Kak 6bin0 Gbl 3aMeuaTesib-
HO NoexaTh TyAA, Iie Thl HUKOrAa He ObUI mpexnae,
M MOXKHUTh Y HE3HAKOMON KY3HMHBI.

— A TaMm ecTh CKaJhl M INeCOK? — chnpocwia
AnH. — D10 Kpacusoe mecto?
— $1 He OYEHBb XOpOLIO €ro MOMHIO, — CKa3aj

orer. — Ho yBepeH, 310 BOCXHTHUTEIBHOE MecTO. Bo
BCAKOM CJryyae, oHO BaM nonpasutcal OHO Ha3biBa-
erca 6yxra Kuppun. Bamia tera DaHHM NIpoXMIA
TaM BCIO JKM3Hb M He NPOMEHMeT 3TO MeCTO HHM 3a
YTO Ha cBeTe.

— TIlanouka, no3BoHU Tere PaHHU H CIIPOCH ee,
MoeM JM Mhl npuexatsl — sakpuuan JQuk. — S
YYBCTBYIO, YTO 3TO KAK pa3 TO MeCTo, KyJaa HaM Ha-
no noexarb. I Ha3BaHue Takoe HeoObr4Hoe!

— O, ThI Bcerza Taxk roBOpHILb, KyAa Obl Thl HH
eaanal — orserna oren ¢ yanibkoit. — Hy xopoiuo.
S ceiiyac JKe MO3BOHIO eif U y3HAI0, BO3MOXKHO JIM
aro.

OHM 3aKOHYMJIM 3aBTPAKATb, BBILLTH M3-3a CTO-
Jla, ¥ OTel MoluesJ B XOJJ 3BOHMTH. JleTH ycablua-
JH, KaK OH Habupaer HoMep TesedoHA.

— Bor 310 TO, 4T0 Hagol — ckaszan JKyauaH. —
HurepecHo, kax suirasaut ara Dxopmxkuna. 3abas-
Hoe uMA, He npasaa Ju? OHO GoJbILIE NOXOMKEe HAa
MaJbyHIIeYLe, YeM Ha AeBYOHOYLe. 3HA4YMT, eif 11
JieT — HA rof MOJIOXKe MeHs, poBecHuua tebe, Iuk,
u Ha roa crapiue teba, AuH. Hopmanbuo! Buerse-
poM Ham 6yzeT 3a0pOBO.

MunyTr yepea necATh BEpHYJICA OTell, ¥ AeTH Cpa-
3y TIOHAJM II0 €ro BHAY, YTO OH Bce ycTpoma. OH
CMOTpeJI Ha HUX YJbI6aACh.

— Hy, BOT BCe M YCTPOMJIOCH, — COOOLIMJ
oH. — Tera ®aHHM ¢ YyAOBOJABLCTBHEM IIDHUMET
Bac. OHa rosopuT, 4To aAaa Jxopaxuubl GypeTt
npocTo uyaecHo nobeiTh B KOMnaHuu. Beas oHa
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TAK OAMHOKA M Bceraa ryjaser oaHa. Eit 6yaer
O4YeHb NPHATHO 3a60THUTHCA O Bac. TOABKO BHI
HOJKHBI Xopowro ce6a BeCTH M He MellaTh Aale
KsBentuny. OH oyeHs MHOro paGoraer u GniBaeTt
HEMHOTO HeCAep:KaH, KOrga eMy MellaloT.

— Mu 6yaem THxHe Kaxk MbIuKul — cxasan
Hduk. — YectHoe caoso. Hy, xopomro. Koraa msl
enem, nana?

— Ha cnenymouseit Hezmene, ecim MaMa CyMeeT
BCE NMPUIOTOBHUTh, — OTBETHJ OTeLl.

Mama KHBHYJIA IOJIOBOIA.

— Cwmory, — noarsepausia oHa. — Jla u roro-
BHTbL MHOTO HE HAJ0 — TOJBKO KYNAJbHHUKH, CBHTE-
pa ¥ mopThl. Bce OHM HOCAT OXMHAKOBYIO ONEXKIY.

— Kax 3a0poBo, uTo s onaATh 6yAy HOCHTH LIOD-
Thl, — BOCKJHMKHYJA AHH, KPy?Kach 110 KOMHAaTe. —
MHe HazoOeNO0 HOCHMTHL WIKOJABHYIO Gopmy. S xouy
XOAMTL B LIOPTAX HMJH B KyNaJlbHHUKe, IJIABATb M
Ja3aTh C MAJBYUILIKAMH IO CKAJIaM.

— Xopomo, xopouo. Ckopo y Te6sa mosBuT-
CA TaKas BO3MOXHOCTh, — CKAas3ajla MaMa yJbI-
Gaacs. — He 3a6yap CBOM MIpYLIKM M KHMXXKH,
xopouro? Toasko, mnoxanyiicra, He HabGupai
CIMILIKOM MHOTIO, ITOTOMY 4YTO TaM y Tteba He 6y-
net Goapuiollt KOMHATHI.

— B npomom rogy AHH xoTesa B3AThH C cOBOI
15 kyxon, — coobumma Iuk. — Tel nomMHHUIB,
Ann? Hy u cmelrHas e Toil

— Her, He cMenrHas, — ckasaia AHH, KpacHes. —
51 mobnio cBOMX KYKOJI M He MOrJjia BeIOpaTh Kakyio-
HUOyIb OAHY, ITO3TOMY PelLWIa B3ATh Beex. Y HHUdYero
CMELITHOIO B 3TOM HerT.

— A THI IOMHHIIIbL, KAK ABA rofa Ha3ax AHH 3a-
XoTena B3ATh C coboi JowaaKy-Kadaaky? — Impo-
RO JIMK M 3aXMXMKAaJ.

Tyt BMeluanach Mama:
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— 3HaerTe, A MIOMHIO, KAK OTHAXKALI MAJEeHbKHIt
MaJIBbYMK Nno uMeHH JIuk cobupasca B3AThL ¢ cobolt B
IToscHT ABYX YepHOMA3BIX KYKOJ C BHINY4YEeHHBIMH
rj1a3aMM M CIYTAHHBIMH BOJIOCAMHM, ILTIOLIEBOIO
MEeABEXKOHKA, TPeX MIrpyluedYHbIX cofauyek, ABYX Hr-
PYILUEYHBIX KOTAT M CTAPYI0 O0e3bAHKY.

Teneps ye noxkpacHen Iux. Ou cpasy cMeHHa
TeMy:

— ITana, MBI mMoeseM TyRa Ha mnoesse MJIM Ha
marruHe?

— Ha mammune, — orserun oren. — MuI cmo-
JKeM BCe BEeILlM YJOXHTh B BaraxxHmk. Kaxk Hacuer
BTODHHMKa?

— MeHnsa 3To BnonHe 6Bl YCTPOMJIO, —~ COTJIACH-
nacs mama. — Toraa MBI CMOXXeM OTBE3TH AeTeif,
BEpHYThCA, CIIOKOWHO cofpaTh BeLIM M B NATHHILY
yexats B Illornanauio. la, oTrripaBHMCA BO BTOD-
HHK.

HUrak, peureHo: BTOPHHK. J[eTH ¢ HeTepreHH-
eM CYHMTAJH AHM, AHH KaXAbI Beuep 3aYEpPKH-
BaJa AHM B KajeHaape. Heaensa TaHyJaach
yxacHO poaro. Ho HaKOHel HACTYNHJ BTOPDHHUK.
Ouk u J[)KyauaH, KOTOphIe CIIANHM B OJHOM KOM-
HaTe, MPOCHYJHMCh TMOYTH OAHOBPEMEHHO H IIO-
CMOTpENIH B OKHO.

— Vpal Ceronusa sameuarenbHbIN feHbl — BOC-
KAuKHya JlxxyauaH, BcKakuBasa ¢ Kposatu. — He
3HAIO [I0YEeMY, HO MHe BCerga Ka)XeTcfl, YTO O4YeHb
BaXXHO, 4TOOBI B NEpPBLIX AeHb KAHUKYJ OGbl10 CoJ-
HeyHO. JlaBait pa3byaum AHH.

Ann cnnana B coceanet komuare. I xynuan BGe-
KA TyAa U PACTOJIKaJ CeCTpy.

— Bcrasaii! Cerogusa sropuuk. Ha yaune cserur
COJIHILIE.

AHH BCKOYMJIA C KDOBATH M PAJOCTHO YCTABM-
nack Ha JDHxynuaua.



— HakoHeln-1o BTOpHMK! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. —
A aymana, 4T0 OH HHKOrga He HacTymuTt. Oif, Kax
300pOBO, KOT/ZIA, Ye3)KAaelllb HA KaHUKYJIbl

OHH OTIIPDABMJIKNCH B ITYTh BCKOpe IIOCJE 3aBTpa-
Ka. Mammuna 6nina Goablnas, M BCEM XBATHJIO Mec-
Ta. Mama cena Bnepeau BMecTe C Iamnoii, a Tpoe ze-
Teit — csaau. ITox HoraMm y HHMX JIeXKAanH ABA He-
GoablIMX YeMozaHa. B GaraxHuKe JeXKAJIH pasHbIe
BelllM M OAMH MaJIeHbKHiII yemomaHuyuMK. Mama pe-
LKA, YTO HUYEro He 3a0bIJIH.

CHauasa exanu Me[JIEHHO IO MeperoJIHeHHLIM
JOHAOHCKKM yauuaMm. IloroM, Koraa ropos ocTaiacs
no3aau, noexaan OGoicTpee. Bckope oHM BhIexasu 3a
ropoa, ¥ MamMHA noMyanach 6eicTpo. JleTH uTo-
TO HANEBAJIM — OHH BCErjga IeJH, KOrga pajxosa-
JUCH.

AHH HeO)KHJAHHO MOYYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO IIPOIOJIO-
Aajach.

— MBI CKOpO OCTAHOBMMCA HA TIHUKHHUK? —
CIpoCHJIa OHA.

— Ha, — orsermna mama. — Ho He ceituac.
Ewe Toasko 11 yacos. IToegum rae-HuGyap B moJsio-
BHHE nepBoro, AHH.

— O, Goxel — ckasana AuH. — Boilocs, A a0
3TOro He AOXKIiByl

Toraa Mama Aasia e€if HEMHOrO LIOKoJaxa. AHH U
MAJIbYUKH C YAOBOJLCTBHEM €JHM LIOKOJax, riasais
HA MPOHOCALLMECH MMMO XOJIMBI, JIeCA M ITOJIA.

IInkuuk GbL1 BesMKoOJMenHulit. OHM PacroNoKu-
JINCh HA BepuUIMHe XoaMma. BHHU3y paccTuianack coJ-
HeyHasa AOMUHA. AHH OBLIO HENMPHUATHO, KOraa K
Heli nopouwna Goabiuaa 6ypas KOpoBa M CTaja Ha
Hee cmorperb. Ho oren, ee orornan. letu eam ¢
GoJBILIIMM ANIEeTHTOM, H MaMa CKas3aja, YTO BMECTO
TOro, 4toOBl yCTpamMBaTh 4ail B IOJOBMHE IIATOIO,
MM NPHAETCA OCTAHOBUTBLCA B KAKOM-HUOyab kKade,
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MOTOMY 4YTO OHM cBhejH Bce GyTep0pOABI, IMPHUIOTOB-
JIeHHBIE KaK JUIA Yas, TaKk U ana obena.

— Bo cxoasko Ml npueneM K Tere PaHun? —
cnpocun J[Xynauan, npUKOHYUB nocaeaHut Gyrep-
6pon. EMy xoTenocs eue.

— Ecau Bce 6yzer HOpMaIbHO, TO YacaM K I1iec-
TH, — OTBeTHJ orell. — A ceifyac KTO Xouer pas-
marsca? HaM erne Kosro exars.

MamuHa, pOBHO TyAs, NMOMXKHPANA KHJIOMETDHL.
Hactynuno speMs 4asa, ¥ AeTH OXKHBHINUCH.

— T'ne e mope? — cnpocua Muk. — A uyscr-
BYIO 3anax — OHO rae-1o nobuusoctul

HOux yragan. MammHa HEOKHAAHHO OKAa3aJIaCh
Ha nepesajie, OTKyAa 6bLIO BUAHO B BeUePHEM 3aKa-
Te nobneckupaioniee roayboe Mope, CIIOKOMHOe M
raagkoe. Pe6ATa 3aBU3KAJIN OT BOCTOPra.

— Bor onol

— Heo6sikHOBeHHOR, nipasaa?l

— ¥ xouy ceifuac sxe uckynarscal

— Ocranocs He Gonsuie 20 MunyT, 1 MEI GyzieM B
6yxre Kuppun, — coofwmn oren. — Bwicrpo no-
6parucs. Cxopo Bnl yBuaure OyxTy, OHA OUYEHb
GonblIas, & C MOPA BXOA B Hee NMPUKPHIBAET IIpH-
YYAIUBHIA OCTPOB.

Onu exanu saoss 6epera, ¥ AeTH IJIa3aMH MCKA-
au 6yxty. Bapyr I xyauan saKkpuyan:

— Bor onal Hasepno, aro 6yxra Kuppun.
Cmorpu, JIuk, Kakas Kpacupada, roaybasa, He
npasga au?

— CMmoTpH, BOH MaleHbKHMH CKanIMCThI#t OCTpO-
BOK y Bxozaa B 6yxTy, — nokasan JIux. — Bot 6n1
nobpaTeca TyAaa.

— Hy u poBeperech, A He COMHEBalOCh, — CKa3a-
Ja MamMa. — A Ternepnr jgaBaifTe MCKATh AOM TeTH
®annu. Ha HeM ao/mkHO 6biTh HanucaHo « Kuppuu-
KOTTEIKS .
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Bcxope oun nogsexanu K aomy. OH CTOAN Ha He-
BBICOKOM yTece, C KOTOPOr0O NpPOCMATPHUBANACH BCA
G6yxTa. JIoM Gbla geiicTBHTENLHO O4eHb crapelit. OH
coBceM He OBLI ITOXOX HA KOTTEAK. OT0 ObL1 6OJb-
ot OOM, NMOCTPOEHHLIR M3 craporo 6esoro KamMHs.
B manucagHuKe pocau po3sl, B CAAY — MAacca BCA-
KHX L[BETOB.

— Bor 310 u ects Kuppun-korremx, — coob-
LLMJT OTell ¥ 3aTOPMO3UN nepex aomom. — Iosopsr,
emy okomo tpexcor Jgerl Hy a rae ke Ksentunu?
Xasno, soH ¥ TeTa Panuul



TJIABA BTOPAA
CTpanHas pOACTBEHHHI|A

Bce aro Bpemsa Tera @aHHM cMOTpeJa HA JOPOry.
YBHEB NOXBEXABIIYIO K AOMY MAIIMHY, OHA MIHO-
BeHHO BhIGekana Bcrpeuarh rocreif. Tera nmoHpasu-
nach AETAM Cpasy.

— Hobpo noxanosats B Kuppuu! — BOCKAMKHY-
na rera Qaunn. — 3apascreyiitel Paga Bac BuaeTs.
A et xaxue Gosbiuue!

Tera PaHHK NOLENOBANA POACTBEHHHKOB, H
aAetn Bomau B goM. MM mOHpaBMJIOCH 3A€CH.
Me6bensr OmlTa crapad M O4YeHb KpacuBas, M B
AOME OLIYIAJICA AYX CTADMHLE! M KaKOM-TO 3a-
ragio4yHoOCTH.

— A rae Ixopmxuna? — cripocuia AHH, HIUA
rna’saMy He3HAKOMYIO POJACTBEHHHILY.

— A, asra ynpaman aesoukal fI npocuna ee nogo-
JAATh B Camy, IIOKA Bhl He NpHeaeTe, — CKasajia
TeTs, — HO cedyac oHa Kyaa-To yGexxana. omxua
CKa3aTh BaM, AETH, CHAYAJIA BAM MOMKET IOKA3aTh-
cAa, 410 y JPKODAKHMHBEI HEMHOIO T/XKENBI xapax-
Tep. Bul )xe 3Haere, oHa Bcerpa ryaser ogHa. Eii
MOXKET He MOHPABUTLCHA, YTO BBl IIPUEXAJIH CIOAA, HO
BBl He ofpaialite Ha 3T0 BHMMaHua. OHa 6BICTPO K
BaM npusbIKHer. fI Tak paza sa Ixopmx. Eit npo-
cTO HeoOXOAUMA KOMITaHMA.

— BuI 308ete ee xopmx? — cnpocuia ¢ yauB-
JenueM AuH. — S1-10 aymana, yto ee 3osyT J[3Kopa-
KUHA.

— Ha, XoHeuHOo, — oTBerMaa Tera. — Ho
JI>xopaK O4YeHb He HPABHTCHA, YTO OHA JAEBOYKA, M
HAM NDHUXOAUTCA 3BaTh €€ Tak, Kak OyATo OHa
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MANBUYHMK. OTa ynpAMasa AeBOYKA He OTKJIMKAaercA,
Koraa ee HasniBaloT JXKODMKHHA.

Jdern perrmnm, uyro J[KOpAKMHA — HHTEpPECHOe
MMA, 1 UM XOTenoch, 4Tobnl oHa npuiunaa. Ho ee He
6bnto. HeoxmpaHHO BMeCTO Hee MOABWICA AAAA
KBentun. Y Hero 6bL1a HeOOLIYHAA BHEIUHOCTb: BhI-
COKHIi, TEeMHOBOJIOCHIM, C ITHPOKHM JIGOM M HAXMY-
peHHBIMH GpoBAMH.

— IIpuser, Ksentun! — cxkasan oren. — Jlas-
HeHbKO MBI ¢ ToBoit He BuMaenucs. Hageioch, mos
TpoHMLA He O4YeHb romemiaer tebe paGorarts.

— Ksenurun cefiyac paforaer Hax OYEeHb CJIOMK-
HOlt KHuroOll, — ckasana trera Pauuu. — 5 BeIge-
JIWJIA €My CIeLHAJBHO OAHY KOMHATY B ADYTOit uac-
T4 aoma. Tak uTo, A AyMalo, eMy He MOMeIlaloT.

Iana nocMorpen Ha Aereit ¥ KUBHYJ uM. Ho au-
IO ero MNo-NMpeXHeMy OCTABAJIOCh XMYPBLIM, M JIeTH
HeMHOXXKO noGansannuck ero. OHn 6b1aM pajbl, 4TO
oH Oyzer paforars B APYTOil YacTH AoMa.

— Tne Mxopmx? — cnpocls OH CTPOTMM IOJIO-
coM.

— OnaTte yuuia Kyaa-t1o, — OTBETHJA C A0CAXO0i
Tera @anuun. — f rosopuaa eit, yTob OHa ocTanach
JIOMa M BCTPETHJIA POACTBEHHHKOB.

— Omna xouer, 4To6BI €e OTLLIENANHA, — CKAa3a
aana Keenrun. JleTru He MOrM NOHATL, IIYTHT OH
HJIH roBOPHT cepre3Ho. — Hapeioch, peGara, sam
anech Oymer xopowio. 1 moxker GbITH BaM YAACTCHA
XO0Th HeMHOro o6pasymuts J[HKOPIXK.

B KuppuH-Kortremxe He 6b1J0 CBOGOAHBIX KOM-
HAT, ¥ MO3TOMY MaMa ¢ narmoi, GRICTPO NMOYXHHAaB,
noexajy HOYEeBATh B OTeNb B Oumikaifiimii ropon.
Ha caeayoummii feHs nocje 3aBTpaKa OHHM JOJDKHBI
6sn ornipaBuTheA B JIongoH. OHM nonpouaaucs ¢
JEeThbMH.

J>xopIKHHA TaK M He NMOABHJIACK.
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— ¥anb, 4TO MB! He yBHAeNHuCh ¢ JIKOpIKH-
HOM, — cKasasna mama. — Ilepenaif eit orpoMHbI#
NPHUBET M CKAXKH, YTO Mbl HaJleeMCH, elf TIOHPABHUTCA
urpats ¢ [luxkomM, J[KyauaHoM u AHH.

U ponurenn yexanu. Ilern mouyscTBoBanu cels
HEMHOI0 OJMHOKHMMH, KOrja YyBHJAENH, Kak G6ojb-
miag MalllMHa HcYe3dsa 3a MoBopoToM aoporu. Ho
TyT Tera PaHHM NOBeJa MX HaBepX IOKA3BLIBATH
KOMHATBI, H BCKOPE OHH IePecTalH IPYCTHTh.

MaJgbYHKH AO/KHEI OBLIKM CIATh B OAHOM KOM-
HaTe, KOTOpas HAXOAWUJAACH MOA Kpwiwmeit ngoma. U3
OKHA 3TOM KOMHATH! OTKDBIBAJICA BEeJIHKOJEIHBbIit
BHA Ha GyXTy, 4TO NPHBEJIO MX B TOJHBI# BOCTODPr.
AnH pomxHa 6buta criats B KomHate ¢ JKopmxu-
HOI1. OTa KOMHATA, OKHA KOTOPOi BHIXOAMIH Ha Go-
JIoTa 1o3agu noma, Oblia MeHbIle, YeM Yy MAJBYM-
KoB. Ho u3 ogHoro 60KoBOro okHa 6bLIO BHIHO MO-
pe, ¥ 310 OueHb ofpamoBano AuH. Komuara Gwlia
xopoiiaa. Ha okHe CTOAIN anble PO3HI.

— MHe Tak xodercs, 4To6sl npuuLia J>XKopmxu-
Ha, — cKasana AHH Tere. — JVHTepecHO, Kakas
oHa?

— Hy, uro Tebe cxasats? OHa ManeHbKasd,
CMelLIHaA AEeBYOHKA, — OTBeTHJa Terd. — HHoraa
oHa GuIBaeT pe3koil u ympsamoii, HO cepAale y Hee KO-
6poe. OHa npepmaHHaA M crnpaseaauBad. Ecam Bel
NOAPYKUTECh C Hell, TO HaBCErga OCTAaHeTeCh IJIA
Hee Apy3bAMHU. OHA CYMTAET, YTO B JKM3HH TPYAHO
HaiiTu cebe BepHbBIX Apy3eli, H 3TO MEHA Orop4aer.

Bapyr Axx Hauyana 3eBaTb. MaJIbLMMKH Heono0-
PMTENBHO TMocMOTpean Ha Hee. OHH-TO 3HANM, YTO
nocyexyet 3a aTuM. ¥ 6bUIM NpaBhbl.

— Bennaa Aun. Kak Te! ycranal Bel HemenneH-
HO AOJIXXHBI OTIIPABHTBHCA CIIATH M XOPOILUEHBKO BBI-
crnaTscs, YToOh! 3aBTPa OGLITH B IIOJIHOM NMOPAAKE, —
ckasaia Tera QaHHU.
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— Hy u raynasa ke Tel, — npobypuaa cepauTo

Auk, Korza TerAa BhILIA M3 KOMHAThl. — Thl e
NpeKpacHO 3Haelllb, YTO AYMAIOT B3POCJBIe, KOraa
Mbl 3eBaeM. §SI, Hanpumep, XOTesn emie CXORMTH HA
TUISK.,
— Oit, Hy npocTuTe MeHsA, Noxanayiicra, — Mnpo-
rosopuna AHH. — §I HMKaK He Mmoria cefa caep-
xKaTb. Mexay NpOYNM, BBl TOXKE YyKe 3eBaeTe —
eI, [IuK, 1 xyauanl

Ha, oun Toxe ycraau. Ilocsie yroMmurensHolt no-
e3IKH B MAallIMHe BMA Y HUX ObIJ M3MOMIEHHBIN.
Braitne xaxaeiit U3 Hux xoren 3abpaTeCA B KpO-
BaTh H 3aCHYTh MEPTBLIM CHOM.

— HnurepecHo, rae xopmxuHa? — nogyMana
AnH, npocTuBIIKCh ¢ 6paTHAMH M HANPaBIAACH B
CBOI0O KOMHATy. — CTpaHHas OHa Kakaf-To: He CTa-
Jla HaC BCTPe4YaTh, HA Y)KMH He MNPHILUIA M OO CHX
nop He BepHyJach! B KOHIE KOHLIOB, MBI BeAb CITUM
¢ Heit B ogHON KomHare. K10 ee 3Haer, Korza oHa
BoaspaTutca?!

Jern 3acHyaH, Tak H He aoxAaBiuuch J[xkopxa-
auHbl. OHM He CJABILIAIHM, KAK OHA OTKDLLIA ABEPb
B KOMHATY, KaK Pa3fie/Iach ¥ MOYMCTHIA 3yOhl, KaK
CKDHIIHYJIA ee KPOBaTh, KOraa OHa JOXXHAack. OHH
TaK YCTAMH, YTO He CABIIAJM POBHEIM CYETOM HM-
yero. YTpoM ux pa3byanio coaHue.

IIpocHyBuincs, AHH He cpasy MOHAJA, rhae
oHa Haxoautca. OHa Jexana Ha MaJeHbKON
KpPOBaTH M CMOTpeJa Ha MOKATHII NMOTOJOK, Ha
pO3bl HA OKHE M BADPYr BCMIOMHHUJA, rae oHa. «f
ceituac B 6yxte Kuppuu. ¥ Hac KkaHukyasils —
noaymana npo ceba AHH M C YAOBOJBLCTBHEM
NOTAHYJACh B KPOBATH.

ITotrom oHa yBuMaena apyryio kKposaTts. Ha wHeil
cnax pe6eHOK, CBEPHYBIUMCH ITOJ OJEAJIOM Kajladu-
KOM. AHH BHJieJIa TOJIBKO MAKYIIKY KYAPABLIX BO-
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noc. Ensa cnamas ¢durypa samueBenunach, AHH
cripocuaa:

— it Tur xopmxuna?

JeBouka cena Ha KpoBaThb M NOCMOTpeJa Ha
AnH. Y Hee ObIIH KyApABBIe, KODOTKHE, IIOYTH KAK
y MaJBYMIUKH, Bosiockl. I'osnyGrie-niperosry6nie raasa
ObL1H Kax He3alyA(H HA ee 3aropesioM JHLe.

— Her, — ckasana oHa. — 51 He [)xopmxuHa.

— Ol — yausunacs Aun. — Toraa KTo xe Thi?

— d Ixopmx, — orseTuna nesouxka. — 1 6yxay
OTBeYATH TOJLKO TOrAa, Koraa Tl Gyaelus 3BaTh
mena JDxopaxk. HenaBmwxky ObiTh AeB4oHKOM. H He
Oyxy AeBuyoHKoOM. 51 He molimo 3aHMMATHLCA [EB-
yaysMMH aesiaMu. MHe HpaBHUTCA AenaTh TO, 4YTO
AenaloT ManbdHIIKK. I Mory sasaTh IO cKajgam
ayqmre aio00ro MaabYMIIKH M IUIaBalo GeicTpee
Kaxaoro u3 Hux. 1 Ha JoaKe MOry rpects jaydiie
moboro prifaxka Ha 3ToM ocTpoBe. ThI AOMKHA 3BATH
mena J[xopmx. Torma s 6yay ¢ Toboit pasroBapm-
BaTh. Haue Her.

— Ilonana, — ckaszana AHH M nogymaJja, 4ToO ee
Ky3HHa — OYeHb CTPAaHHaA AeBO4YKa. — Xopowo!
Mpue Bce paBHO, Kax Te6a Ha3bIiBaTh. S cuuTalo, 4To
Ixopmx — xopouioe uMa. MHe He OYeHb HPDABUTCA
uma JDxopmxuna. Brnpouem, Tl M mnoxoxa Ha
MAJIBYHIIKY.

— B camom pene? — cnipocmna xopax u cpasy
nepecrajia XMypHThCA. — Mama yKacHO paccepaniach
Ha MEHs, KOrAa A KOPOTKO IOCTpHUria Boiockl. OHH
6blIM Y MEHA A0 mnJed. 910 6bLI0 OTBPATHTENBHO.

C muHyTy 06e REBOYKH IPHCTAJIBHO DPa3rjasibl-
BaJIM APYT ApYra.

— Heyxenu tefe u npaBga HpaBsuTCA OBITHL AEB-
4yOoHKOi1? — cripocuaa J[»opax.

r-l‘enouuo.—m..e orsetmiia Aun. — Ho no-
HuNBeritE) W OueHs w000 KPacHBbIe ILIATHA M CBO-



MX KYKOJI, a pa3dBe MaJbYHKaM MOXKEeT 3TO IOHpa-
BuTCA?

— Beausxxkal IlpeacrasbTe cebe, ee BOJH
KpacHuBble ILIAThA, — MNpPeHeOpeXXUTENBHO CKa3as
Jxopmx, — u Kykasll a, Tl euie pefeHOK, B
41O A Tebe CKaxy.

AHH obuaenacs.

— Th1 Benelus ceba He COBCEM BEXKJIMBO, — CKA-
3ana oHa. — Bor ysuauiub, mMouM 6paThAM He
O4YeHb-TO NMOHPABHUTCA, ecaH Thl Gyaelun BecTH ceba
TaK, KaK 6yaTo Thl Bce 3Haewb. OHH-TO HacTOALIUd
MaJIbYUKH, & He MTPUTBOPAIOTCHA, KAK ThI. {

— Xoporo, HO ecqu OHM GyayT CMEATHCA Haaq
MHOI1, TO 51 BOOOLLIE He CTaHy o0palliaTh Ha HUX BHUMAa-
HuA, — 3aasuia JHKopmk, CIpLIrHYB ¢ nocTend. — Ba
BCAKOM CJydae, i He X0Teja, YToObl Bl NPHUE3MKAIH
Ciofa M BMELUMBAJIMCH B MOIO )KH3Hb. MHe u Ge3 Bag
661710 XOpowIo. A Teneps TYT rJynas AEBYOHKA, KO-
Topas JI00MT NJIATHA U KYKOJI, M JBOE Iynbix M&Jlbﬂ
YHIIEeK — MOMX POACTBEHHHUKOB|

Ilepsaa BcTpeua okasasach Xy»Ke HeKyaa. AHH
He crasa Gosibllle HHYEro rOBOPUTH M Hayaja oje-
Batbc. OHA HATAHYJA cepble HXKHMHCHI M KPACHYIO
Kodry. JIXKopax Hazena HKUHCHI U MaJb4YHILECKHit
csutep. Korna onu Gulnu yxe ozetsl, B ABephb 3aba-
paGaHHIH MATbYUKH.

— Tol rorosa? IxopmxuHa c¢ T1060i1? Kyauna
JlKopmKuHa, BEIXOAH, TO3HAKOMHMMCH.

Jxopmx moalexxana K ABEPH, PE3KMM ABHKe-
HHEM OTKDbLIA ee M MpolLLIa MHMO MAJbYHKOB, BbI-
COKO nmoaHsaB rososy. OHa He yAOCTOMJIa BHMMAHU-
€M IBYX YAWBJEHHBIX MAJIBYHMKOB M CTPEMHUTEJBLHO
cbexxana BHM3 1o JecTHuue. Tpoe zereit Monya me-
pPernAaHyJINCh.

— Omna He 6yaer pasroBapuBaTh C BAMH, €CJIH BbI
6ynere apartb ee JHKOPIKUHOM, — OOBACHMIA AHH. —
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ITo-moeMy, oHa ouenb cTpaHHaa. OHa cKasala MHe,
4YTO He XOTeJa, YTOOB! MBI MPHE3XKaaH CIOAa, MOTO-
My 4tO MBI Gynem eit memars. OHA cCMeAsach HALO
MHOM M pasroBapuBajia JOBOJILHO Pe3KO.

J>xyaIuaH roOJIoKHA PYKY HA IUIe4YO Orop4yeHHOM
AnHH.

— He yuspiBaiil — cxasan oH. — A MBI y Te6aA
sauem? Ilomwnm 3aBTpaxkaThb.

Bce Tpoe 6bL1H roJiogHEI, & BHU3Y BKYCHO NMaxJio
ANYHULEHR ¢ rpyAuHKOoil. OHH 6eroM CITyCTHJIMCH IO
JIECTHHIIE M MO3A0OpoBaIMChL ¢ Teteit. OHA Kaxk pas
HaKpeIBana Ha ctoJ. JIAaA cuaen BO riase CTOJA H
unran rasery. O kuBHyna geram. OHHM Mosvya cenu.
HUutepecHo, paspemiar JM MM pa3rosapuBaTh 3a
cronom? Jloma OHM BCerga pasropapuBaJii BO Bpe-
M#A eabl, HO y aAAau KBenTuHa 6Gbl1 OYEHb CYpPOBBIi
BMA.

Jxopmx yxke cuaesa 3a CTOJIOM M HaMa3bliBaja
Ha TocT macso. OHa CepaAMTO NMOCMOTpEJIA HA JETeM.

— He cmoTpu Ha Hux Tak, J[»Kopax, — cKasaia
eit Mmama. — Hagelocs, BBl yaKe ITO3HAKOMMJIHCH?
Bam 6yaer Beceno smecte. Cerogus Te6e Haf0 noka-
3atb pe6aram GyxTy M camoe Jiyulliee MECTO IS KY-
naHus.

— § cobupaiocs JOBUTHL pPBIGY, — coobiimaa
Hoxopmx.

OTteny MOAHAJN IOJIOBY M IIOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— Her, — ckasan oH. — Thsl mocTynuus Kax
BOCITUTAHHAA OEBOYKA M MOKAXELUb CBOMM POACT-
BeHHUKaM 6yxTy. Tel MeHa capimnius?

— Jla, — orsermna Jxopax u 6pocuna Ha ae-
Tell TaKOM e CepAMUTHII B3raAd, KaK y ee OTua.

— Ecan Ixopmxk cobpanack Ha peIGanky, Mbl
MOXKEeM M caMu noiitu K 6yxTe, — cKasana AHH, pe-
wuB, 4to ayyiue 6s1 [KOpMK He xoaujaa ¢ HUMH,
MOTOMY 4YTO y Hee AYPHOII XxapakKTep.
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— Jxopmx coesnaer Tak, Kak eil ckasaim, —
HaCcTaMBaJ orel, — HHade oHa Gyzer MMeTh LeJIO CO
MHOIA. |

Hrak, nocne 3aBTpaKa OHH BYETBEPOM OTIIPABH-
aucy Ha 1wismk. K Gyxte Benra yaobHas IOOpOKKa.
Hern Beceno clexxann no Hel K mamky. Jlake
J>xopmK mepecrana 3JMTBCA, KOrga yBHuaesla cCBep-
Kalolllee Ha COJHLE roay6oe Mope. ‘

— Ecan xoueiun, MOXKelllb HATH JIOBHTH PhiOy, —
npeanockuaa eit AHH, Korja OHM oKasaiauch Ha Oe-
pery. — M=l He npoGosTaeMca. 3Haelllb, Mbl He XO-
TM TebGe MewiaTh. Y HAC eCTh CBOA KoMnaHua. Ecaun
ThI HEe XOYelllb C HAMH, He HAJO.

— Ho mB1 6ynem pansl, eciu Tebe 3axouercs
6LITH C HAMH, — CKasan BeaukoxayuiHo J[xyamas.
On anan, uyto JKopmx 6blia rpy6a M HEBOCIIMTAH-
Ha, HO eMy He MOrJja He NOHPABHTLCA ITa M&J!eHb:]
KaA JeBYOHKA C NPAMOI OCAHKOI, KODOTKHMHM BO
JIOCAMHM, CBEPKAIOIIMMH roayObIMM ria3aMM M Ha-
AYTHIMH ry6aMu.

JI>Kopa NMPUCTAJIBHO MOCMOTPEJIa HA HEero. |

— i noaymalo, — ckasana ona. — Ho a He 3a-
BOXKY APYXKOy C JIOABMH JIHILUb TOJBKO MOTOMY, YTO
OHM MOH POACTBEHHHKH WIM ellle M3-3a KaKOH-HM-
6yap raymoctu. S ApysKy TOJMBKO C TeMH, KTO MHe
HPaBUTCA.

— Mpu1 Toxxe, — otBerna xynuan. — To1 TOXxKE
MOXKeIllb HAM He TTIOHPABHTHCH.

— Bor kax! — unaymuaaces pxopmx. 9T0o, BHUI-
HO, eif 1 B roJIosy He npuxoauno. — Jla, KOHe4yHoO,
A MHOrMM He HpasJiochk. I ToabKO ceityac o0 aTom
noagyMmaJsa.

AHH He OTpPBIBAACh CMOTpeJIA Ha roaybyio Oyxry.
Bxoa B Hee 3aropaxMBaJl NMPUYYIJIHBBIN CKAJIHCTBIN
OCTPOB, Ha BepIIHHE KOTOPOro, Ka)KeTcs, CTOAJ CTa-
PbIit pa3pylIeHHbI 3aMOK.
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— KpacuBoe mecTol — BOCKJAMKHYJa& OHaA. —
HHTepecHO, KAK OHO Ha3wIBaeTcA?

— 9ro ocrpoB Kuppun, — orseruna J[KOpmK, 1
ILBET ee IJIa3 CJIMJICA C LBeTOM roayboro Mops, Kor-
Aa OHA NOBEPHYJACh K HEMY.

— Tam oyeHb XxOpouIo ryaaTs. Eciin MBI TIOApY-
XKHUMCs, A BO3bMY Bac Tyaa Kak-Hubyas. Ho ne obe-
uiao. J{o6paThCAa MOMKHO TOMBKO HA JIOAKE.

— KoMy npuHamIexuT 10T Kpacusslit ocTpoB? —
cnipocun Jxynuas. Oreer ropas’mi ero.

— OH npuHagIeXuT MHe, — cKasana JDxopmk. —
[To kpattHeit mepe koraa-HMOyaw» oH Oyaer nmpuHamIe-
watb MHel 910 Gyzer moit ocTpOB M MOt 3aMOK!



IJIABA TPETBHA
HeoO6bI4HbIN paccKas... H HOBbIA APYT

IlopaxxeHHble, AeTH ycraBHaMCh Ha Jlxopa:
JIXKOpaK TOMXKe CMOTpesia Ha HUX.
— Yr0 THI MMeeIub B BUAY? — CITPOCHJT HAKOH(

Jduk. — OcrpoB KuppHH He Mo)KeT npuMHamIexa
Tebe. Tsl MpocTO XBacTaeUlb.
— Her, He xBacraio, — orseruaa Ixopmx. -

Cnpocure y mambl. Eciu He Bepute, A BaM GoJibL
HU4Yero He cKaxy. {1 mukoraa He o6maHbiBaio. I
MOEMY, €CJM 4YeJOBEK TOBOPUT HeNpaBAay, TO (
TpyC, a A He TPyIy.

JoxkynauaH BCIOMHHMJ cjoBa TeTH PaHHHU O TO!
yto JHopmx Hukoraa He obmaubiBaer. OH mouec!
3aTBIJIOK M CHOBA B3rjaaHyJ Ha J[Kopmx.

— Kax ke 3To moxker O6bITh paBaoit?

— Hy xoneuno, mMbl nosepum Tebe, ecau 1T
pacCKajkelIb BCIO IIpaBAy, — 3aroBOPHJ OH.
Ho 3Haemb, 3TO 3BYYHT KaK-TO YX O4YEHb H
npasgonono6Ho. Iloaymaii cama. leram He mor
NpUHALJIEHKATh OCTPOBA, JaXe TaKHe MaJIloCeH
KHe.

— W He Takoit y)X OH MaJNIOCEHbKHI1, — cepau’
poapasuna Ixopmx. — OH kpacussiit. Tam Boas
ca 3ainbl. OHM COBCeM-COBCEM pydYHbIe. A Ha Ap
roif CTOpOHe OCTpOBAa XUBYT GosnblINe GaKJAaHBbI
pasHble-npepa3Hble yailKu. I 3aMOK TO)Ke Kpac,
BbIi, XOTA OH U pa3pylleH.

— 3aoposo, — cornacuiaca [Iuk. — Kak xe «
cran teouM, Jxopmxuua?

J>KopaK CypoBO MOCMOTpeJsia Ha Hero U Hu4e
He OTBeTHJIA.
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— W3BuHH, — nocnewns ucnpasuteca JJuk. —
I He xoren HaswiBaTh Te6a xopaxuHOil. S xoren

‘kasatb — JHKOpIK.
— IIpomonxkait, II>xopax. Pacckaku, nouemy

IFTOT OCTDOB OKAa3ajICA TBOMM, — mompocua JIKyau-
AN, B3AB MOJ PYKY CEPAMTYIO MAJIEHbKYIO POACTBEH-
nuuy.

J>XOpIK Pe3Ko OTCTPAHUJIACH OT Hero.

— He nano, — cxkasana oHa. —  ere He 3Halo,
Nyny J1 ¢ BAMH ADPYIKHUTh.

— Hy nagxo, nagHo, — coraacuiaca JDHxyauaH,
TopAsA TeprieHne. — Byaem BparaMu MM Apy3bsaMH,
wnk xouewb. Ileno tBoe. Ho mamM HpasuTca TBOA
mama, a el 6yeT HENMPUATHO, €CJM MBI He TOADPY-
UMCH.

— Bam nonpasunacs Moa mama? — cripocuaa
JLxopmx, u ee ronybuie rnasa nosecenenu. — OHa
anmeuatenbHasn, npasga? Hy xopowo, s paccKkaxy,
noueMy MHe NpuHaAnexxur octpoB Kuppun. asaii-
T¢ NMPUCAAEM BOT 3AeCh, 4TOOBI HAC HMKTO HEe CJIbI-
HiaJI.

OHM cenu Ha MEeCOK B YKPDOMHOM MeCTe Ha ILIfA-
we. Jxopax mocmorpena Ha GyXTy M MajleHbKHMM
OCTPOB.

— Tak BoTr, — Hayajga oHa. — Korxa-To nou-
T BCEe 3eMJIM B 3TOM OKpyre NpUHAAJEXKAJIH Ma-
MHHBIM poaACcTBeHHMKaM. Ilotom oum obexHenun, u
6OABILIYIO YACTh BJAAEHHH MM TIPHUILIOCH IIPO-
aate. Ho OHM Tak M He HALIJKM MOKynareas Ha
OTOT MajeHbKHUI ocTpoB. HHUKTO He xoTen mnpu-
ofperaTh ero, Aa eie U ¢ 3aMKOM, KOTODbIH JfaB-
1o yxe Obl paspyllIeH.

— Hano ke, HUKTO He 3axoTeJ KYNHUTH TaKOl
KpacuBBIiA MaseHbKHit ocTpoB! — yausuica JIuk. —
Byas y mena aeHsru, s 6bl He 3aAyMbIBAACh KYTIHII
¢ro.
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— ¥ MaMHHBIX POACTBEHHHKOB TOJIBKO M OCTé
JIoch 4TO Hain aoM, Kuppuu-KoTTemk, depma Hens
Jexo orcioaa, aa ocrpos Kuppun, — npoposmxan
pacckasmiBate J[xopmx. — Mama roBopHT, UYT(
Koraa s Beipacty, oH 6yaer Mmoum. OHa He XoueT 01
RABATb €ro MHe NpPAMO ceifyac, HO OHa CAEPXHUT CBC
cyoso. Octpos GyZer NpBHaAeKaTh MHe. JTO MO
OCTPOB, U A HUKOMY He rno3Boaio OviBaTh Tam Ge
MO€ero pa3pelleHnsA.

Hern B naymnenun cmorpean Ha Jxopmx. Te
nepb OHU BEPUJIM KAXKIOMY ee cJoBy. SICHO, 4TO A¢
BOYKa rosopuT npasay. IlpeacraBuTh TOJBKO, €O
cTBeHHBIN octpos! CuacTIUBaA AeBOYKA.

— O, O»xopaxuua, uasuum, Ixxopax! — Bo(
KaAuKHyJa JIuk. — Ilo-moemy, Tte6Ge 3x0poBO M
Beaso. Takoit kpacusslii octpoB. Hazeioch, MbI I(
IPY>KHMCA, ¥ ThI BOSLMELLb HAC TyAA KaK-HHOyab. Thr A
JKe ITPEACTABUTh He MOXKelllb, KAK OH HAM TIOHPaBIIC

— Oryero e, npeacTaBasio, — orsermaa JHxopai
JOBOJIbHASA, YTO 3aMHTEPECOBAJNIA MX CBOMM PACCK{
som. — 5 noaymaro. SI HUKOrO ele Tyxa He Gpa
XOTA HEKOTOpbIe 3JelIHHEe MaJbYUILUKH M JAeBYOE
Ku npocnancsk. Ho OHM MHe He HDAaBATCA, U A He C(
rJaluanach.

OHu Moua cMorpesu Ha GyXTY M OCTPOB, KOT(
pBIif HAXOAWMJICA OT HHUX HA JAOBOJBHO IPHJIMYHO
paccroasuuu. Hauanca oraus. Kasanoch, MOXKHEH
CNOKOIHO nepeiiTH 3aguB BOpPoa U A0OpaThLCA AO Of
TpoBa. JIUK cripocuJi, BO3BMOXKHO JIM 3TO.

— Her, — Boapasuna xopmx. — A sxe cKaa:
Jla, YTO TyAa MOYKHO R0OpaThCA TOJBKO HA JIOAK
OH HaxoAMUTCA rOpasfo AaJjiblle, YEeM KaxKeTcs,
notrom — tam ray6oxko. OH CO BCex CTOPOH OKPYIKE
ckanamu. Hy»XHO TOYHO 3HATH, KyAa NIPaBUTh, MH:
Yye MOXHO Ha HMX HACKOYMTh. B 3ToM mecre Gep¢
omnaceH. 3aech Ob1JI0 MHOIO KopabieKpyleHuit.
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— Kopabaexkpyuienuiil — BOCKAHKHYJA JIxKy-
JHMaH, H y Hero 3aropeamch riaasa. — Cayuaiire,
A HUKOrAA He BHJEJ HH OZHOrO 3aTOHYBLIEro KO-
pabnsa. 3aecs ocranca Kakou-Hubyan? MoxHO mo-
cMOTpeTh?

— He ceituac, — orseruaa Ixxopmx. — Hx yxe
pce obcnenosann. Kpome ogHoro, Ho Tor Ha Apyroi
cropone ocrpoBa. OH sexXuUT Ha GosbLION rIyOHHe.
Ecan B CrIOKOMHBIN J€Hb NOCMOTPETH C JOAKH B BO-
Ay, TO MOXKHO YBHAETh OOJIOMAHHYIO MAayTy. OTOT
KopabJab TOXKe NMPUHALTEIKHT MHeE.

Teneps yxke aeru sepuau Jxxopax ¢ Tpyaom. Ho
OHA yNnpAMO KMBHYJIA I'OJIOBOM.

— Ha, — orsBeruna oHa. — IrToT KOopabup npu-
HaUIe)KaJ MOeMy Npanpanpanpageayllike WiH elue
KaKkMM-TO MOMM poacTseHHnkam. OH Be3 3osoro,
GonsluMe CJAHUTKH, B TpiomMe Kopabaa. Y ocrposa
KuppuH cyaHO norepnesio KpylleHHe.

— 0-0-0, a Kyzaa »xe gesanoch 30s0T0? — crpo-
cuna AHH, BbITApallMB rJjasa.

— HukTo He 3Haer, — orBeruna xxopax. — A
Aymalo, ero ykpaau. Bogonasbl, KOHEYHO, HBIPAJIH
TYyAa, HO HUKAKOro 30J10TAa He HalLIH.

— Eit-Bory! Kak uHTepecHO! — BOCKIMKHYJ
Ixyanan. — Bor 6bl yBHAETh 3TOT KOpabJb.

— Xopowro. MoxeT 6bITb, CHE3AMM TYAA AHEM,
Korga cnager Boxa, — ckasana Ixopax. — Ce-
rOAHA MOpe AOBOJBLHO CIIOKOMHOe M TIpo3payHoe.
H MBI cMOXKeM yBHUAETbh KOpabJb.

— Oit, kak 3goposol — obpagoBanach AHH. —
I Tax xouy yBuaers HacToAllee Kopabjekpylue-
HHe.

Bce aacmesnucse.

— Ho 3To 6ymer He HacToaluee Kopaluekpyuie-
Hue, — ckasan JIuk. — J>xopmk, Kak Hacuer TOro,
4yToOBI MCKYynaThCA?
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— CHavana s AO/KHA cxoAauTh 3a Tumoru, —
ckasaua xopax U BcTana.

— K70 310 TumoTu? — nounrepecosanca Iux.

— ¥Ymeere xpaHuTh TAMHBI? — cKasaua [Hxopmk. —
Jloma He AOJLKHBI 3HATH 00 ITOM.

— Xopomo, maBaif, 4To 3a TaiiHa? — cCIpoCHJ
Hxynnau. — Moskews paccka3aTe HamM. MBI He
Abenw.

— Tumorn — MOt camblif JydvInui apyr, —
obbacuuna I»xopax. — Mue Ob110 661 3aech Ge3 He-
ro njoxo. Ho Mame ¢ namoii OH He HpaBUTCH, MO3TO-
My MHe NpMXOAUTCA ero npArarts. Iloiiay npuseay
€ero.

Ona GeroM noaHanach 1o AOpPoKKe Ha yrec. Ie-
™™ cMoTpean eit Bcaexn. Her, TouHO, OHa camas
CTpaHHas neBO4YKa, ¢ KOTOpOil OHM Koraa-Jubo GblI-
JIX 3HAKOMBI.

— Kro xe aro rakoit Tumorn? — ragan Hdxyau-
aH. — HasepHo, kakoii-HUOyab MaNbYHILKA-PbI-
6ak, Koroporo He J00aT poautenan J[KopmK.

Hetn Jserau Ha MATKMI NECOK M CTaIM XKAATh.
Bckope OHH OTYETJMBO YCJABILIAJH NO3axu cebA ro-
Jaoc JIxopak, cnycKaslLIeiica ¢ yreca.

— Bnepexn, Tumoru! Briepen!

OHM npunoaHAnuchb, 4TOoOBI yBHAETH TuMOTH.
BmecTo manbunka-peifaka oHM yBuzesau GOJbIIYIO
PLIXKYIO ABOPHATY C OYeHb JJIMHHBIM XBOCTOM M OF-
poMHoi1 nacteio. Cofaka pagoCTHO NpLIraja BOKPYr
Hxopaxk. YBuneB aereii, oHa noabGexkasa K HUM.

— Bor 3to u ects TumorH, — npeacraBuia’
Jxopmx csoero apyra. — OH mpocTO caMo coBep- |
LLIEHCTBO, Pa3Be HeT? j

Jo cosepmiencTsa Tumoru 6ui10 nanexko. OH GbLa |
HeIPONOPLMOHANIBHOI (GOPMBI — CJHMILKOM 60.115-‘
mIaA TIoJIOBA, CJIMILIKOM OCTpble, CTOAYME YIIH,
CAMILUKOM AJMHHEINA XBocT. OnpenesuTs NOpoay Co- .
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BeplIeHHO HeB0o3MOHO. Ho aTo 6p1y10 Becenoe, ApPy-
weobHoe, XOTA M HEYKJIIOXKee U CMELIHOe CYILECT-
BO, M IETAM OH Cpa3y »Ke ITOHPAaBHJICA.

— Ax Tl MO# xopowmitl — BOCKIHKHYJIa AHH,
Korzaa cobaka JM3HYyJIAa ee B HOC.

— O, a oH Goaswoiil — ckasan AUk u apyxe-
MOGHO TOXJIoNan ero, oTyero cobaxka cTana HOCHTh-
€A BOKDPYT HEero Kaxk Cymacuieauias.

— 1 6Bl OueHb XOTea MMeThb TaKylio cobaKy, —
npuananca Ixyauan. O mobun cobak m Bcerga
Xores HMeTh CBOIO cobcTtBeHHywo. — O, Ixopmx,
kakoii oH cumnatuuHbliil Thl, HABEPHO, FrOPAMIILCS
um?

Manenskasn neBouka yabiGHyaack. M auuo ee
cpa3y ke mameHusocs. OHO crasio AOOGPHIM M MHU-
abviM. J:xopmxK cesa Ha mecok. Ilec nmpmxanca K Hei
M CTaT JIaCKATHCHA.

— $ ymxacHo mob6mo ero, — IPH3HAIACH
Jlxxopmx. — f Hamuna ero Ha 6os0Tax rog TOMy Ha-
3aq ¥ npuHecaa pomoit. OH 6b1a eme mieHKoM. CHa-
yaja OH NMOHPABHJICA MaMe, HO IOTOM OH IOAPOC M
cran y»KacHo 6aIoBaHHBIM.

— A uro OH senan? — crnpocuaa AHH.

— O, 3ToT mec xyer BCe NMOAPAA, — OUBACHHJA
Ixopaxk. — OH cykeBas BCE, YTO TOJBKO MOI: HO-
BbIII KOBPMK, KOTODBIf MaMa TOJBKO 4YTO Kynuia,
ee JIOGUMYIO LUIANY, NMAIHHBI TAlIOYKH, HECKOJBKO
€ro raser M eie Kakue-to apyrue semuu. K romy xe
oH Jnaana. MHe ero Jait HpaBuTcs, a nane — Het. OH
cKasaj, 4Yto coitaer ¢ yma or 3roro. OH orxjecran
TumoTH, a A paccepauaach Ha mnamy M Harpybunaa
eMmy.

— OH Tebsa He ormunenan? — cnpocuyna AHH. —
51 661 He cTana rpy6uTh TBoeMy otuy. OH cTporuit.

J>xopax nocmorpena Ha 6yxry. JIuuo ee onaTe
CTaJIO CepPbe3HBIM.
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— He uMeeT cOBepIIEHHO HHKAKOro 3HA4YeHHA
KakKk OH MeHA HaKa3aJj, — CKasdaja oHa. — Jlna me
HA ObLJIO XYyXKe BCero, Koraa orell CKa3aj, 4YTO H
pa3spemuut 6oJsblue aep:xarb B gomMe TuMoTH, B Ma
Ma ero noaaep:xana. Ckasana, 4to TUMOTH HYMKH
nporHaTh. J1 Iakasa HeCKOJbKO AHeil, a eClM XO
TUTe 3HATh, A, KAK M MAJIBYHIIKH, HUKOrAA H
Iayy — MHe HpPaBHTCA ObITH MOXOXKeil HAa MaJIbuH
LLIeK.

— Manpuuiuky TOXKE MHOrjAa IJjadyTr, — Hada
aa 6e110 AHH, raaaa Ha J{MkKa, KOTopelil roa
Tpu—ueTsipe Hadaj O6bl1 NIAKCUBBIM peGeHKOM
JIMK pe3ko TOJKHYJ ee B JIJOKOTh, U OHa 3aMojyaja

Jl>xopax B3rnAHyaa HA AHH.

— ManpuuumiKku He naadyyT, — peIINTEeNbH
sassuna oHa. — Ilo kpaiiHeit Mepe # ele H
BCTpeYasa HH OJHOIO TAaKOro M caMa CTapaioCh HH
KOorga He mJakars. IlnadyT TOJIBKO MajleHbKHe Ae
1. Ho A He Moria yaep:xatbcf, Korga INPHILJIOC
ysect Tumoru u3 noma. OH TOKe maakal.

Hetu nocmorpenu Ha THMOTH C OrpOMHBIM yBa
skeHueM. JIo cux nop oHM He 3HAMH, YTO COBAKH TO
JKe MOTYT ILIaKaTh.

— Tsl Xoyellb CKa3aTh, YTO OH IMO-HACTOALIE
my naakan? H y Hero 6el1m cne3nl? — cripocua
AHH.

— Her, He coBceM Tak, — moacHuaa J[Hxopmx.
Y Hero XBaTWJIO MYXKECTBa He IUIAKaTh CJIe3aMH.
maxkan rojocom. OH BeLI, OH ObLI TAKOM HECYacT
HbI, YTO y MEHA 4YyTh cepaue He obopBasiock. U Torn
A MOHAJA, YTO He CMOTry C HUM DACCTaThCH.

— A uT0 661710 noToM? — cnpocua [Hxyaunax.

— A nomna ¥ Andy, 3HAKOMOMY MAJIbYMKY
peibaky, — mpogoskana J[KopaK, — M IOMPOCHJ
ero npucmarpusats 3a Tumoru, a A 6yay oraasar
eMy CBOH KapMaHHbIe JE€HbI'H, KOTOpble MHe a0

28




poauTenu. OH cornacunca. Bor osroMy y MeHs HH-
koraa He ObiBaer AeHer. Bce MOM AeHBrH MAYT Ha
Tumorn. Kaxxkercs, oH y»KacHO npoxopaussiii. He
raK jgu, Tum?

— Tas, rasl — 3anaan TuM M Jer Ha CnuHYy,
NOAHAB KBepXy MOXHAarhble Jjansl. J[XKyamax noiue-
KOTaJ ero.

— YT0 e THI fAenaemrs, Korga Tefe xouercsa
kouder uamu mopoxeHoro? — cripocuaa AHH, KOTO-
pas TpaTWJa Ha 3TO IMOYTH BCEe CBOM KApMAaHHbIE
AGHBbI'H.

— Hwuuero, — orseruna xopmx. — O6xoxych
Ge3 aToro.

Ina pereit, y KOToprix Bceraa Gb1JIO AOCTATOYHO
ux JI06MMOro MOPOJKEHOro, ILIOKOJaAa M KoHderT,
JTO MPO3BYYANIO NpocTo y:KacHo. OHM yCTaBMJIMCHL
Ha Txxopax.

— Ho, Haaeoch, Ha NUAXKe Apyrue netH Tteds
MHOrjJa yrowamoT KOHbeTaMH WM LIOKOJAnoM, TakK
peas? — nouHTepecosanca IHxyanax.

— 51 He pasperaro umM, — orseruna JKOpPAK.
— Ecau a8 HuKoraa He CMOry OTBETHTh MM TeM
e, HedyecTHO 6parb y Hux. Iloatomy A oTka-
3bIBAIOCH.

Branu nochapluancs KOJOKOJABYMK IpoaaBLa
mopoxkeHoro. J[)KyauaH mowmuapua y ceba B Kapma-
He. ITorom on Bckoumn n yGexxan, 3BeHA AeHbraMm.
Yepea HECKONBLKO MHUHYT OH BEpHYJICA, JAepKa B
pyKax d4eTsipe GoabllMe IMOPUMH IIOKOJAAHOIO
mopoxxeHoro. OH nan ogno Iluky, apyroe — AHH
u eute oaHo nporanya Ixopax. OHa nocmorpena

Ha HEro — MOpPOXKeHOe TaKoe AMIeTHTHOe, — HO
OTpHMLIATENBHO NMOKAYaJIa NOJIOBOIA.
— Her, cnacu6o, — otTkasanace oHa. — Ilo-

MHMIIb, O Y€M A TOJBLKO 4TO rosopuya? ¥ mMeHsa Her
JeHer Ha MOpO)X<eHoe. A pa3 Tak, TO i HUYEro He
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BO3bMY M y Bac. Hexopomo GpaTs 4TO-TO y JIOA€iH,
€CJIM He MO)KellIb PacCIUIaTUTBCA XOTs 6bl YacTHYHO.

— Ho y Hac-TO ThI MOXelIb B3ATh, — YroBa-
puBan ee Jl)xyjuaH, cTapasch CYHYTh B 3arope-
JYI0O PYKY AE€BOYKH MOpPOXKeHoe. — MuI ke poa-
CTBEHHHKH.

— Her, cnacu6o, — mnosropuna Jxopmx. —
Xota 310 oYeHb J1I00e3HO C Balleil CTOPOHHI.

Ona nocmorpena Ha JKynuaHa CBOUMH roJryObi-
MM raasamMu. MaJbUHK HACyNmMWICA, M30 BCeX CHJI
AyMas, KakK 3aCTaBUTh MAJEHBKYI0 YNPAMHULLY
B3ATh MOpOXKeHoe. Bapyr oH yabsIGHYyJICA.

— Ilocaywmait, — 3arosopusa oH. — Ham yxkac-
HO XO4YeTcs, 4TOOBI Thl TOMe MOAeIuIach C HamMu
Koe-yeM. Y Te6a BeAb O4YeHb MHOrO HHTEPECHOro.
Ecnu, KOHe4YyHO, Thl HEe NIPOTHB, TO IMOAEIHUCHh C Ha-
MM, a MbI GyzemM aeauTsca ¢ Toboit, Hanpumep, Mo-
POXXEHBIM HJM enle 4yeM-HuUOyAb. IToHaTHO?

— Yewm e A MOTy NMOAESNUTLCA C BaMH? — yaAUB-
JIeHHO crnipocuna J{»Kopax. .

- — V Teba ecth nec, — obobacHan JxyauaH, no-
xJionbiBag GOJBIIYIO PBIXKYIO ABOpHArTy. — MBI C
yaoBoJbCTBMEM urpanu 61 ¢ HMM. OH Takoil ciaBs-
Hoiit. Eme y Te6s ects Kpacussiit ocTpoB. Mbl 66111
6b1 MpPOCTO cUACTIMBEI, ecau Gbl THI Gpasna Hac TyAaa
nHoraa. Mopo)xeHoe u KoHdeTsl — epyHAaa IO CpaB-
HeHMIO ¢ aTuM. Ho raenka Obly1a 6b1 yecTHOI. Beawb
MbI OBbI MOAENNJINUCH APYT C APYTOM.

JIxxopmx B3rAAHynNa B Kapue rjasa, CMOTpeB-
mie Ha Hee B ynop. JXKyJuaH el ABHO HpaBMJICH.
Ho ona He npMBHIKJA HUYEM JAEJHUThCA. BrIipocinas
6e3 OpaTbeB M cecTep, Bcerga OAMHOKAA M IJIOXO IO-
HuMaeMas ADYTMMH, 3Ta MajleHbKas JEeBOYKAa OT-i
JUYANach HEJIOAMMBIM XapaKTepOM U BCHBLIbYM-
BOoCThIO. TMoTH mocmoTpen Ha J[kyamaHa m mo-
HAn — ToTr yrowaer IPKOpAXK 4YeM-TO BKYCHBIM,
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imokanaaHeIM. OH PagOCTHO NMOANPLITHYJ ¥ JU3HYJI
MAILYHKA.

— BosbMu. Buauius, TUMOTH TOMXE IPOCHT Te-
6a, — cxasan, yasibaace, Jxyaman. — 310 Ke
8/10pOBO, €CJIM Y HEero NOoABATCA TPH HOBBIX Apyra.

— Ila, KOHe4YHO, — HEOKHAAHHO CAABLIMCH, CO-
raacuaach J[PKOpK M B3AJA LIOKOJAJAHOE MOpOKe-
noe. — Cnacubo, xyauan. SI nomemocs ¢ BaMHu.

Ho ofemnaiite He pacckas3niBaTh JOoMa, 4To THMOTH
A0 CHX TIOpP Y MEHA.

— Koneuno, obeumraem, — coraacuaca xyan-
an. — Ho, naBepHoe, TBOH poauTeNH yike 3a6bLIH O
nem. OH Beab yiKe AABHO He JKMBET B BalueM JOMe.
Hy xak moposxeHoe? BkycHoe?

— 0-0-0, a HHyero noao6HOro HHKOrga He
ona, — orBerusa J[KOpAXK, OTKYChIBAA MOpOXKe-
noe. — M rakoe xonoauoel Ilepsriit pas em mo-
pOXKeHOoe B 3TOM roay. YiKacHo BKycHoO!

TumoTu ToKe pBasica K MopoxeHomy. J[KOpmx
oTaana eMy OCTATKH H, TOBEPHYBILMCh K HETAM,
yabIGHyJ1aCh. -

— BrnI c1aBHbIe pe6aTa, — BOCKJIHMKHYJIA OHA. —
A panga, uto BH npuexanun. IIpokaTumMca Ha Joake
BOKPYT OCTpOBA nocJje obeaa u rocCMOTpUM Kopabib.
Xopoio?

— KoHeuHO! — XOpOM OTBETHJM HeTH, M Jaxke
THMOTH 3aBMJIAJ XBOCTOM, KakK GyATO NMOHUMAJ, O
yeM OHH rosopuaul



I'JIABA HETBEPTAA

Boanylomui AeHb

Hern kKynamuce Bce yTpo. Okasamocs, 4
Jxopak nnaBaer ropasao Jyduie MaJdbuuKoB. OH
6eL1a cHMaBbHAA, TLIaBasia GBICTPO M MOrJa JOJAro H
XOAHUTBLCA TOA BOIOM.

— 3nopoBo, — ckasdan J[KyJIHaH B BOCXHILY
Hun. — JKansb, yro AHH nyoxo niasaer. TeGe Hax
TPEeHMPOBAThCA, AHH, & TO Thl C HAMH JAJEKO
yIIBIBeIlb.

OHM cuabHO nporojoganuchk. IlogHUMasCh H
yTec TOM )Xe TPONMHHKOI, OHM MNPeACTABJIAJIH C
Kakoit ofex nx xkaer. 1 He pazoyapoBarInuch: X0JIO,
HOe MSACO C CAJaTOM, CJAMBOBBINH ITHMpOr, CJAaAKH
KpeM H, KOHe4YHO e, ceIp. leru Ha6GpocHauchs H
eny.

— Yto BBl cobBupaerecs AenaTr ganbiie?
cripocuna teta PaHHHU.

— JIxopm oTBe3eT HaC HA JOAKE NOKAa3aTh 3
TOHYBLIMIT KOpPabab IO Ty CTOPOHY OCTpOBa, — O
BeTuJa AHH.

Mama [Ixopaix yAHBJIEHHO NOCMOTpeJa Ha Hee.

— JTopaxx orBe3der Bac? — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.
Yo ¢ ToB0oi cayunaock, Jxopmx? Pauslile Thl HUK
ro He Opaja ¢ coGoit, XOTA A ThICAYY pa3 Teba n
cunial

J>xopmx Hudero He orBeruaa. OHa npogosxkan
€CTh CJMBOBBIM NMUPOr ¥ He BHIMOJBHMJIA HHU CJOB
noKa He NMpHKOoHYmiaa ero. K Goabmmomy obJerue,
HUIO JeTel, mamna 3a 00e1oM He INOABHJICH.

— Bor u xopowo, Ixopax. A paxa, uro T
cTapaelubCA AeJaTh TO, O YeM npocua Teba nana,
Hayasna 6bL10 Mama.
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Ho I»xopmx mokayana roaonoit.

— { nenaio 310 He MOTOMY, YTO MHE BeJeIM, —
OTBCTHJIA OHA, — IIPOCTO MHe TaK xodercA. S Gwl
MMKOMY He TNoKasasa cBOit kKopalib, gaske KOpoO-
none AHraumu, ecau 6b1 OHA MHe He TNMOHpPaBH-
AACH.

Mama 3acMmennach.

— Hy cnasa Bory, uTo Tefe MOHpaBWINCH HAILIM
OACTBEHHMKH, — CKasana oHa. — Hazerocs, TbI
MM TOXXe MOHpaBMIach?!

— O, nal — 6wicTpo oTBeTMJa AHH, chema 3a-
¢TYITUTBCA 38 CTPAHHYIO POACTBEeHHHHy. — Ham
ovens moHpasuucs Jxopmx U Th...

Ona xotena 6bLIO CKa3aTh, YTO MM NMOHPABHJICA
 TUMOTH, HO HEOXXHAAHHO IOJYYHIA TAKOMH CHJIb-
unit yrap mo Hore, 4TO AaXkKe BCKPHKHyJa ot Gonu
W M3 rJa3 y Hee MOKATUIMNCH caedbl. xopmx GykK-
muILHO OypaBmiIa ee ria3saMHu.

— Jxopmx, 3aueM Tol yaapuna AuH? OHa o Te-
60 Tak xopouio rosopmiaal — KPHKHyJa MaMa. —
llememsieHHO BBINAM H3-3a ctosa. S He moreprutio
SO0,

Jl)opax Mosuya BBILIJA H3-3a CTOJA M Hampa-
WHaach B CajJ, 3aXBATHB KYCOK xJefa M chipa CO
rnoeit Tapenku. lleTM moaaBJeHHO CMOTpPeaH Ha
uoo. Al 6bla B paccTepaHHOCTH. Kakas ke oHa
aypal 3abblna, YTO HeNb3A HANMOMHHAThL O Tumo-
™.

— TIloxkanyiicra, nos3osute obparHo xopmx! —
nonpocuna AxH Tetio Panun. —OHa He xoTena me-
WM YAAPHUTb. OTO BBILILIO CAYYaiHO.

Ho tera ®anHHu Obla CHJIBHO Daccep)KeHa Ha
Jlxopmx.

— Eumstre, — ckasana oHa geram. — Teneps
JLkopaxk, HaBepHOo, Gymer moaro AythcAa. Hoporme
MO, OHA TaKas TPyAHaA neBo4kal
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Hereit He ucryrano, uto Ixxopmxk Oyaer XyThCA
Bosanuck oHM Apyroro — Kak Obl Tenepbr Ky3WHa H
pa3ayMaJia rnokas3aTh HM Kopabusl

O6en onu noexanu momda. Teta mouuta ysHats
aaam Ksentuna — oH obenan y cebsa B kabuHere,
He MPHUHECTH JH eMmy elue nmupora. Kak TOIBKO OHY
BRIIIIA H3 KOMHATHI, AHH B3asa xJae6 M ChIp C Ta
peaku JKXOpMK M MouLIa B Caf.

Manpuyuku He cranu ee pyrats. OHM 3HaMH, Y
AHH He yMeer nep)KaThb A3LIK 3a 3y6aMu, HO BCerny
MOTOM CTApaeTCsA KAaK-TO MCIPABMTbh IOJIOMKEHUE
Monoguuna, 4To nousia uckate JHxopax.

Jlxxopmxk Jexkana B cagy noj GoNbLIMM AepeBo.
AHH nogouwia K Heii.

— WaBunn, [xopax, s 4yTh He NpoGosITaNach,
Hayana oHa. — Bort, Boasmu. fI npunecna tebe xse6d
¢ ceipoM. M oBeinaro Hukorzga 6osbliie He rOBOPHUTD §
Tumorn. :

JxopaK NMPUIIOAHANACH.

— He nokaxy teneps BaM Kopabab, — CKa3a
ona. — I'nynaa nesyonkal ‘

¥ AxH 3amepJio cepaue. OToro oHa u Gossacs.

— Hy, xopowo, — crana yroBapuBarh OHa, -
He Gepu MeHA. Ho Moxker, Bce-TaKHM BO3bMeLIX
manbunuieK, xopax? Ouu Bean He caenanu T
HHYero roxoro. 1 Kk ToMy e Thl MeHA 3A0pOF
yaapuiaa. CMOTpM, KaKOi CHHAK.

Jl>xopak rmocMoTpesia Ha CMHAK, IMOTOM Ha AH

— A 751 He Gyzelub epeXXKUBaTh, €CJIM A BO3b
ToabKo Jlxxynuana u [{uka? — cripocuJia oHa.

— Koneuno, 6yay, — orseruna AHH. — Ho s He
X04y, 4TOGBI OHM H3-3a MEHS JHILUMJINCH TAKONg
YAOBOJLCTBUSA.

H tyT, K naymiaenuio AuH, J[HKOpaK Kpenko
HAJMA ee. A NMOTOM BApYr 3acmywiagack. Hu omu
MaJbYMINKA He MOCTYMUJ OBl Tak, KakK IMOCTYIHJI
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ceiftuac onal A Beas J[)Kopask Bceraa crapajach Bec-
™ cefA KaK MaJb4YHILKA.

— JlagHO, — CKasajia OHa Pe3Ko M B3suia xJeb ¢
chipoM. — TwI feicTBMTENBHO Craynuia, NOTOMY A
008 u ynapuaa. Tereps Mbl KBuThl. KOHeuHO e,
1oeieM Bce BMecCTe.

AnH nomuanach pacckasaTh GpaTbAM, 4TO Bce
YyNaaUJIOCh, H Yepe3d MATHAALATH MHUHYT AETH YyKe
OGoxxanu K mopio. Ha Gepery y JJOAKH CTOAJ 3arope-
Ablilt ManbYMK-pLIGAK JleT uYeThIpHAAUATH. Boane
uero seprenca Tumoru.

— Jloaka roroBa, Kanutad JHxkopak, — cKasan
MAJBYMK C ycMeluKoif, — u Tum Toxe.

— Cnacu6o, — orseruna J[Jkopmx ¥ Besena ze-
TAM CagMTLCA B JIOAKY. Buaaa xsoctom, Tum mno-
caeaosan 3a HUMH. JDKOpmK oTrToNKHya ot Gepera
NOAKY, NPBIFHYJIA B HEE U B3sJia BecJa.

I'pebna oHa BeaMKoOJEeNnHo, H Joaka ObICTpO
Muanace BAOJb roayGoit 6yxrtel. IleH» cTOAN uy-
AecHbI, nxeraM 6bl10 Beceso, TMMOTH cTOAN HAa
NOCy JIOAKM M JasfAj, KOraa nepes HUM MOAHHUMA-
NUCH BOJIHBI.

— OH y>KacHO CMEILHOM B ILITOPM, — PACCKA3BI-
nasia npo Tumorn [>KOpak, He mepecTaBas yCepaAHO
rpecti. — Kak cymacmenmuii jsaer Ha BOJHBI M
WIMTCA, KOraa Ha Hero JeTAT 6psiaru. A BooOLIEe OH
OTAUYHO ILJIaBaerT.

— A xopomo, uro ¢ Hamu cobaka, npasga? —
tKa3asa AHH, CTapasCh 3arJagUTh CBOIO BHHY. —
Mue ou Tax HpaBuTcal

— T'as, ras, — oro3sanca Tum XpunaeiM roJso-
00M, TIOBEPHYJICA W JU3HYJ AHH B yXO.

— OH nousan, 4TO A cKasaga, — obpagoBanach
Aun.

— Koneuno, — noarsepanna Imopmx. — On

TOHKUMAaeT KaxxXaoe CJIOBO.
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— CwmoTpu-Ka, BOT y»Ke U TBOl OCTpPOB, — 3a
xpuuan J[»xyauan. — OH ropaszo Gosblue, yem
ayMaj. A 3aMOK Kaxoi KpacHsbIil

OcTtpos npuGamxanca. Co Bcex CTOPOH ero okpy)
Maau ocTpble CKasibl. Hy)KHO TOYHO 3HATh, Ky
NpaBMTh, MHAYE HHKAKAA JIOAKA M HHUKAKOH Ka
pabnp He CMOTYT IIPHYAJIHNTH K 3TOMY MAaJIEHbKO!
CKaJINCTOMY OcTpoBy. Ha HEBBICOKOM XOJMe B Ca
MOM LIEHTPe OCTPOBA BO3BBILLIAJICA 38MOK, IOCTDd
eHHBI! U3 KpynHoro Genoro kamHa. Ho or Hekorn
KPacHBOro, BEJIMUYECTBEHHOIO 3aMKa OCTAJIHUCh TOJk
KO pa3pyllueHHble apKH, NnoJypassajiuslunecs 6e
HU U cTeHbl. Teneps 31eCh rHE3ANINCL BOPOHBI,
GOJILLLIMX KAMHJX CHAENH YaiKH.

— ¥ Hero y»acHO TaMHCTBEHHBIN BHJ, — CK8
san JKynuaH. — A 4TO, eCJIM NPUYAIHUTHL TYAA
Bor 6b1 ocTaThCA 34eCh HA napy Houeidtl

Ixopaxk nepecrana rpectu. Ha auue y Hee ng
ABHJACH yJabIOKAa:

— 3HaeTe, MHe Takoe Aayke B IOJIOBY He NMPHUXQ
AWn0. A 310poBo 6bL10 661 3aHOYEBATH HA MOEM O
posel Mul 6ot 6bI TaM OXHHM, BYETBEpPOM,
Bapocanlx! Eny Basanu Ger ¢ coBoit m kax GyaTo no,
Hacrosawemy xuiau 6m Taml Ilpeacrasnsere?! 3

— Hla y», — orBerun MK, 3a4apoBaHHO rJasny
Ha ocTpoB. — Thsl ayMaewmb, TBOA MaMa pasperumt
Ham? -

— He 3naio, — oTBeTHJIA HeEONpeAEJEHH
Jxopak. — Moxer 6eiTh. CripocuTe ee. -

— A MoxeT, CHE3AUM TYAA CErOAHA? — npensok
sxua Dxyauan.

— Ecau xoruTe yBuaers Kopalib, TO He yCreeM, —
obpacHmna JHxopmx. — Mbl gomkHb! GeITh AOMA ¥
TMOJIAHHUKY, a 4ToObl HoGpaTsbCa 4O APYroit CTOPOH;
ocTpoBa KMpPpHMH M BepHYTHLCA Ha3ajd, HYXEH LieNb
ZAeHb.
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— HasaliTe Jgyumie nocMOTpuM Kopabias, — 1o-
npocun Ixynauan. OH Pa3pBIBAJICA MEXKIY JKeJaHH-
aMH yBuaerh Kopabiamr u nobeniBaTh Ha OCTpPOBE. —
Caywait, Ixopax, xouewrs a1 6yay rpecru? He mo-
mewb Je Thl ObITh Bce BpeMsA Ha Becjax OgHa.

— Mory, — orsermna J>xopax, — HO OTROX-
wyts 6l He oTKasanach. Iloroam, oTnasiBeM BOT
TONBKO OT 3THX CKAaJjI, NIOTOM ThI CAAEIUb, ITIOKA A He
cxaxy. Ty ckansl Takue onacHbiel

Bckope JIxynanaH cen Ha Becja. ¥ HEro rosayda-
A0CH XOpOLLIO, HO Bce e Xyxe, yeM y JDxopmx.
Jlonka maBHO 1HLIA BAOJAB CKAIMCTOIO OCTPOBA.
OBorHyB ero cripasa, AeTH CHOBA yBHaeaH 3aMoK. C
#TOit CTOPOHBI OH MnoaBeprcA GoNbIIMM Pa3pyllIeHN-
M.

— C MOpa AYIOT CHNIbHBIE BETpPbl, — OOBACHWIA
JLxopmx. — Ha aroit cTopoHe OT 3aMKa NMOYTH HH-
Wero He OCTAIOCH — rpyAa KamHel u Bce. 3aech
MeXIy CKanaM# ecTh Xxopormnaa Gyxrtouka. Tonabko
HY)>XHO 3HATH, KAK ee HaliTH.

CHoBa ceB Ha BecJia, OHA OTILILLIA OT OCTPOBA, OC-
TAHOBWJIACH M ITOCMOTPEJIA B HATIPABJICHHH TLIXKA.

— H kak TH HaxoauMius Kopabns? — HeaoyMme-
san Dxynuan. — 51 Gul He cMor.

— Buaure uepxoss TaM Ha Gepery? — cnpocmia
Jixopmx. — A sepuunny xonma? Ecau cMoTpeTs Ha
Oeper ¢ TOro Mecra, rae 3aTOHyJ Kopabas, TO Bep-
IUMHA XOMMA M LEepKOBb 6yAyT HAXOAUTHLCA HA OX-
WOt THHMH, MeXTy AByMA OamrHaMM 3amKa. 51 nas-
HO 3TO 3aMeTHa.

Bepuinna xonma M LUepKOBB ceifyac pacrnoJjara-
JMCh MPAKTHYECKH HA ORHON JHHHH, NMPOXOAUBILIEH
Mexay asyma Gamrnammu samka. lerH cMoTpenu B
BOLY, HAZIEACHh PAa3riaanerbh TaM Kopabnb.

Boaa 6nina yAMBHUTENBHO TMPO3pa4YHas, CIOKOM-
HanA, routu Ge3 pabu. Haknonus rososy M HaBOCT-
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puB yurn, Tumorn nocmoTpesn BHU3, Kak OyATo TO
e XoTesn yBHAETh cyAHO. [leTn paccMeAanuncs.

— 9710 He 31ech, — cKasana J[xopmx, raana
Boxy. — CerogHa TaxkasA nMpo3pavyHasA BOAA, YTO BHULI
HO Ha Goablryio rny6uny. Hafo B3saTh 4y Th JeBee.

— T'as, rasl — Heoxnaanuo nozan rosoc Tum
3aBHJIAN XBOCTOM.

B Ty xe CeKyHAy AeTH YBHAEIM YTO-TO MOA TOJ
el BOABI.

— Bor oH, kopabas! — BockaukHyA JKyauan
YyTh He BHIBAJIMJICA OT BOJHEHHMA U3 Joaku. — Ka
xKercsa, A BMKY obisomok Mmaurtel. Cmorpu, Iuk
cmorpul

Yersepo nerelfi u cobaka CTAIH IPHCTAIbLH
BIVIAALIBATLCA B NPO3PAvYHYIO BOXY. Bckope OoHM ot
YeTIIMBO DA3riffeNd KODPIyC craporo Kopabas, u
KOTOpOro Topyan o6JIOMOK MAauYTkI. ‘

— On gexur Ha 60Ky, — ckasan Jxynauan.
Beauniit kopabas. HasepHO, €My IIDOTHBHO JIEXKAT!
TaM M rHuTh. J[PKOPIK, A XOUY HBEIDHYTh M IIOCMOT
peTh Ha Hero rnoJyviue.

— JaBait, nouemy 6b1 ¥ HeTr? — COrJacuj
ona. — Tw B mnaskax? S wacTo Tyna Heipana, xo-
yewrb, HeipHeM Bmecre? Tonsko mycrs Uk yaep-
JKMBAET JIOAKY, & TO TEYEHHEM ee OTHeCeT B Mopey
Juk, urob6Bsl JOoAKA OcTaBAaNach Ha Mecte, Tefe MpH:
aerca noarpebaTh 3TUM BECJIOM. 4

HeBouxa OGBICTPO CKHHYJA IDKHHCHI M CBHTED.,
Joxynmuan Toxe pasgenca. Jkopmx mnomomuia K
Kpalo JJOAKH M KPAaCHBO HBIPHYJIA B BOAY. Oc'ra.nsnme‘
HalmonaIn, KaKk OHA, YMeJIO 3aJiePyKHBas nmxarme,
YBEPEHHO MNorpykayach Bce riryfoxe u riayboxe.

Yepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMA OHA BBLIHBIPHYJIA, mm
JIO AnIlua.

— IloutH poHBIpHYJNa, — coolimnaa oHa. —
BBINIAAUT KaK OOLIYHO, BeCh B paKymukax. Mue u
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Koraa He XBaTaeT BO3AyXa HOHBIPHYTH K0 Hero. Hy,
ronepsb Thl, JKyanaH.

Ixxyauan HeipHya. Ilox Bomoit oH muiasan xy»xe
JLxopmK M MO3TOMY He CMOT OMYCTHTBCA TaK ray0o-
x0. OTKpeIBATHL IJIA3a B BOAE OH yMeJ M IOTOMY
ecmor pasraaaers naryfy. OnHa npoussesia Ha Hero
ManKoe M cTpaHHoe BrneyarieHue. JKyauan ObLa
pasoyaposaH. I'pycTHoe 3penuine. OH BBIHBIDHYJ M
1104yBCTBOBAJ obJierdyeHne, rjIOTHYB CBEXKEro BO3ay-
Xa ¥ OILYTHB TEILIO COJMHEYHBIX JIydeii.

3a6paBLIMCh B JIOAKY, OH CKa3ai:

— Ovens unTepecHo. Boxxe moitl Kak 661 mMHe
xotesioch ocMOTpeTh Kopabas. IlonnMaere, HBIDHYTH
nox nanyfGy B Kaiorel. HaBepHoe, TaM MOXKHO Haii-
T GOYOHKH C 3070TOM!

— Her, — orBernna opax. — I sxe roBopu-
na, TyAa HEIPAJH BOJAOAA3BI M HHYEro He HauLuIu. A
CKOJBKO ceifuac spemenn? CayinaiiTe, HaxO BO3Bpa-
waThcsa o6paTHO, & TO MBI oro3xaem!|

Oun 6eICTPO NOILILLIM Ha3daa. Ha MoJsaHUK onoa-
ABM BCEro Ha nats MUHYT. Ilocae nosgHuka geTu
OTNPaBUINCH IyaaTh Ha Gonora. Tumoru GblaI ¢ HH-
mu. K Beyepy oHH yike 3aCHINaM 4YyTh HE HA XOAY.

— CniokoitHoit Houn, JI)xopmx, — cKasana AHH,
yKJaALIBAACH Noyaol0Hee B KpoBaTH. — ¥ Hac Obla
sameuaTeabHbIN AeHb. Criacu6o Tebel

— H y mens roxe, — BeiMoasuaa JXopmx xo-
BOJHHO PABHOAYLIHO. — Bam cnacu6o. S paaa, uro
sul npuexann. ITo-moemy, Gyaer Beceno. A Tebe ro-
MDABWJICA MOI1 3aMOK M OCTpOB?

— O, na, — orsBerwya AHH M TYT XXe 3acHyJa.
Eit xorenocs yBuaeTrr, BO CHe COTHHM 3aTOHYBILIMX
Kopabneit, 3amMxoB H ocrposoB. Ho koraa ke
Jbxopmx BO3sMeT uX Ha CBOI ocTpoB?
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TJIABA IISATAA
IToe3pKa Ha oCTpOB

Ha CJenyIOIUMA eHb TeTR YCTPOWJIA AETAM ITHK

K. OHH pacCnoJOXWINCh B ManeHbKON GyxTe Ha.

nonanexy OT TOrO MecTa, rae AerH OOBIYHO KYTIA.

auck. Jens npomen seaukosenno. Ho xynuany

Juxy 1 AHH xotenoch 6bl MPOBECTH €r0 HA OCTPO

Ixopmx. Pagu 3Toro oHM oTKasaJIuch 6bl OT 4e
yroaHol

Jxopax He XoTesa MATH HA MHUKHHK. U He nr
TOMY, 4YTO €M He HPABMJIMUCh NMUKHUKH, & IOTOMY,
4YTO He MOrJia B3AThb ¢ coboit Tumorn. Mama Bce Bped
M#A Haxoaujaach ¢ HAMH, U J[)KopAXK NpHILLIOCH npo
BeCTH 3TOT AeHb Ge3 mobumoit cobaku.

— He noseanol — ckasan JKysauaH, JOraabiBa:
ACh 0 ee MbIcAX. — Ho noueMy ThHI He paCCKaXKelll
mame o Tumorn? HaBepHaka oHa He Bo3paxkasna Obl
4y100Bl KTO-HUGYAbL NMPUCMATPHUBAJ 32 TBOMM IICOM;.
Mosa mama, Hannpumep, He 6bL1a 6BI ITPOTHB. !

— Kpome Bac, 1 HHUKOMY NnPO HEro He PacCKaxy.:
Mmue u Tak Bcerna pocraerca aoma. Ilpasna, s cama |
BMHOBATA, HO A Y»Ke ycTasa or 31oro. Ilouumaere,
nara Ha CBOMX HAYYHBIX KHMIKKax 3apabaTniBaen
HEMHOrO, & éMy TIOCTOAHHO XOYeTCA 4YTO-HUOYAL Ky-
MATh MaMe MJIH MHe. A aeHer He xBaraer. Hy aro
ero u pasapaxaer. OH Xouer NOCJIATH MEHS B Ka-
Ky10-HHUOYAb XOpOUIYIO LLIKOJY, HO AeHer HeT. A #A
paxa. He xouy yunteca Bgaau or aoma. Ilpeanoun-
Talo XXKHUTh 3ech. 51 ObI He BHIHECJA PA3JIYKH C 'I‘n-
MOTH.

— Tebe 6GbI NOHPABMJIOCH B ILIKOJIE-MHTEDHATE, ~—t
sametyia AHH. — Mm Tam yunmcsa. Tam Beceno. .
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— Her, e nonpasmnoce 6bl, — YNOpPCTBOBAJIA
JLxopmx. — $ He mobai0, KOrga MHOIO HapoAay.
Meus 6b1 pasapakan aepyauuit Bu3r u cmex. Bor
¥ IIPOTHBHO.

— Her, uto ™, — y0expgana ee AHH. — Tam
oMeHb Becesio. Mue Kaxkercs, Tebe 6bu10 661 TaM XO-
powo, xopmx.

— XBaTHUT yrosapuBaTh, & TO paccepXxych, —
NOOXKHMAAHHO pe3ko 3aropopuia J»xopax. — Hocra-
TouHO U poauTeneil. OHM IIOCTOAHHO TBEPAAT: TO
JUIA MEHSI XOpOLIO, 3TO XOpOLIO, & MHe BCE 3TO He
WPABUTCA.

— ¥Ycnokoiica, ycnokoitca, — smewmranca JDxy-
auaH ¥ paccmesncia. — Iocnmogu! CMoTpH, Kak pac-
naanaace! Ceftuac animM noliaer! YectHoe cioso, or
1004 IPUKYpPHUBATH MOMCHO!

Jxopik MpoTUB BoaM paccmeanack. ¥ Jkyaua-
na xopownit xapaktep. Ha Hero npocTo HeBO3MOXK-
M0 CEepANTHCA.

M oHM oTmpaBMIMCh KYNAaThCA, Y)Ke B NATHIA
pa3 3a 3TOT AeHb. Bckope peGata Beceso Gpuiara-
aucs B Boze, a Jopmx maxe yunna AHH mnaa-
naTh. ManeHnKaa AeBOYKA MJaABAJA MMJOXO0, H
JIkopaK oOueHBL rOpAMAACH, YTO MOMKET NMOMOYb
oft.

— Oit, cnacubo, — nobnarogapuna ee AHH, 6a-
paxTasch B Boge. — 1 HMKOraa He CMOry. ILIaBATh,
kaK Tol. Ho MHe 6Bl XOThb HAYYHTHCA ILIABATH, KAK
MANLYHINKH.

Korna cobupanuces aomoit, xopax nozonwia x
Joxynnany.

— Moxeurs ckasath Mame, 4TO Tefe HAZO CXOAUTh
KyIINTh MApPKM WM eure uvro-HMOyas? — crpocuaa
oHa. — Torpa a nouwna 6w ¢ ToGoit. S xouy nosu-
aarbea ¢ Tumoru. OH, HaBepHOe, YAMUBJEH, YTO A He
¥3AJ1a ero CerogHA IyJATh.
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— Xopouro, — coraacuiaca xyauad. — Toas
KO A He XOWy MOKymnarh Mapku. S sayduie Kyrur
moposxeHoe. JIuk ¥ AHH noiiagyr ¢ mamoit. OHu or
HecyT Beum. Ceituac cxoxy crporury Terio @anHu.

On noxbexxan K Tere.

— MosxHo #a cGeraio 3a MOPOXKEHBIM? — CIIpOC
Jxyanan. — MEuI cerofHs He €I MOPOYKEHOIO.
6uicTpo. Moxkno, I xkopax noiiaer co MHOIA?

— IIymalo, oHa He 3aX04YeT, — OTBETHJIA TeTA.
Cnipocu ee cam.

— JHxopmxk, noitaem! — Kpukuya Ixyanan
GLICTDBIM IIIATOM HANPABMJICA B CTOPOHY JE€PEBYILE
ku. JHxopmx yasiGHyaach ¥ nobexkana 3a Jxyan
HoM. JlorHaB ero, oHa paccMesach.

— Cnacu6o, — nobnarogapuya oHa ero. — Il
Ka Thl XOAMIIb 328 MODOXKEHEIM, s cferaio K Tumo
TH.

n QHM DPaCCTAIMCE. JxKyauaH Kynua dYeTsl
nopuuu MopokeHoro. Tenepr MOXHO MATH AOMO
Haxo ToAbKOo nomoxaars [xopmx. Ona npube
Yyepe3 HECKOJIBKO MHMHYT. JIM1I0 Yy Hee ropeyo. i

— Bce B nopaake, — coobumna ona. — Ilpens!
CTaBJAelIb, OH TaK o0pafoBaICH, KOTAA yBHaesa MeHal.
IIpsran 9yTs He A0 noronkal Bor a1o aal OnaTs Mo~
poxxenoel Tel oTsmunbll napens, xyauan. Yro #
MpUIOETCA M MHe C BaMM paccuuTaThca. Kak Hacuer
TOro, yrobhul 3aBTPA 10exaTh Ha OCTPoB?

— Tocnnogu! — Bockaukuya JDxyauan. — 910
6sL10 Ghl BenmKosenHo. Tel npaBaa BO3bMeELIb Hac
3asTpa c coboit? Iloitnem ckaxxem pebaraml

HeTu cupenu B cany M enu mopoxkeHoe. Jlxynn-
aH pacckasan JIuky v AHH 0 TOM, 4YTO eMy cKa3ajia
Hxopmx. OHu oueHn oGpagosanucek, ¥ J[KOpMK 310
6b10 npuaTHO. PaHblle OHA BCcerza HarryCKasna Ha
cebs BAXKHBIM BUA M BHLICOKOMEPHO OTKAa3bIBaJa A6
TAM, KOTAA Te NMPOCHJIKCH C Heit Ha ocTtpoB Kuppun.
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Ho ceftuac et 6BLIO IIPMATHO, YTO OHA MOBE3eT TyAa
POACTBEHHHKOB.

«Jlo cux mop A cumrana, 4To OfHOM ObITH ropas-
A0 Ayuure, — pasMeimuiana J[XKOpAXK, A0eaas MOpO-
weHoe. — Ho mo-moemy, ¢ >)xyananom, ¢ ero 6pa-
TOM M cecTpoil Becesees.

ITepex y>XHMHOM MaMa OTIPABHJIA AeTell YMBITh-
A ¥ niepeoneTscA. PeGATa Bce BpeMA OXKHBJIEHHO IO-
®OpHJIHM O TIPeACTOAINel noeagke Ha ocTpoB. Ters
myLana Bx yasiéanace.

— H oueHs paga, utTo J[PKOpAK XOdYeT NMoOKas3aTh
WM 4YTO-TO CBOE, — CKa3asa oHa. — MokeT, BbI
soasmeTte ¢ coBoilt ofex M OCTaHETeCh TAM HA LeJIBIA
Aone? CTOMT JIM IUILITH TYRA M3-38 HECKOJLKHMX dYa-
on?

— Oit, rera ®annul 910 6u110 661 NpekpacHol —
WOCKJIHKHYA AHH.

J>xopmK rocMoTpena Ha Mamy.

— Tw TOXe cobupaewminca, mama? — cnpocuaa
ona.

— Ilo TBOEMY TOHMY He CKa)kellb, 4TO 310 Tebe
UpHATHO, — oOTBeTHsa ¢ ofupoit mama. — Buepa,
XOraa THl Y3HAMA, YTO A COOMPAIOCh C BAMM HA ITHK-
MMK, THl BLIrIAfeaa odeHb paccrpoenHoi. Her, aa-
sTpa a He noexy ¢ samu. Ho, 6oioch, TBOM POACTBEH-
HHKH MOTYT MOAYMATB, YTO ThI JOBOJBHO CTPAHHASA
nouka. Hukyzna ne xoueurs 6paTh CBOIO MaMmy.

Ihxopmx Mosuana. OHa aaske He MLITANACH BO3-
paxaTs, Koraa ee 6panman. Jlern Toxke cuaenyn Mo-
sa. OHK npeKpacHoO nMoHuMasH, royemy JDKOpmK Hu-
Kyaa He xoausa Bmecre ¢ mamoit. OHa xorena ryiaaTs
0 Tumorn!

— B mo6omM ciyuae A He CMOr'y I10eXaTh, — IIpo-
aonkana rera Panuu. — MHue Hy»)HO nopaborars B
cany. Ho ¢ I>xopax Bam GOATHLCA HeYero, OHa Ipe-
KPacHO YITpPABJIAETCA C JOXKOMN.
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Ha caegyomuit feHs, IPOCHYBIUKCH, TPOe ,
NnepBLIM AEJOM BHIIVIAHYJAH Ha yauiy. Csetuso con
Hue, MHD OLLI nMpeKpaceH.

— Kaxoit ceroausa uynecHnlt nensl — BOCKJIMK.
Hyna AHH, KOraa AeBOYKH OAeBanuch. — MHe T
XOYeTCA MOoeXaTh Ha OCTPOB.

— [Hla, HO, YECTHO roBOps, HAM He CJIeRY!
exarb, — CKa3ana HeOKHUAaHHO JIKopmK.

— IToueMy? — BOCKJIHMKHYJI& B CMATEHHH AHH.

— ITo-moemy, cerogua 6ymer IUTOPM MJIH YTO-
B 3ToM pope, — oOpacumiaa JKopmx, raaaA H
10r0-BOCTOK.

— Y710 TH rosopuius, Jxopmk? — crpocua
AnH, Tepaa tepnenue. — IlocMoTpH, HA yaune ¢
THUT CONHUE, H Ha Hele HeTt HM oxHOro obnaukal

— Berep Mensaerca, — npoaomkana JHxopmi.
Bumuun Manenbkne Gesnble GapallkKH Ha BONHAX
TaM, rae Mo ocrpos? 310 nIOX0M ITPHU3HAK.

— O Jxopax, ec1u MBI He TIOGAEM TYAA ceron-ff
HA, 310 Oyaer caMbiM. GONBIIMM DA30YAPOBAHMEM
B XU3HU, — 3aaBuga Aux. Ona soolule He Jio0H-
Jia, KOrAa y Hee PYILUMWIMCH ILIaHbl. — K Kpome TO- .
ro, — xaobasnia oHa ¢ XHTpO# ycMewmiko#, — ecan |
MBI MCNyraeMcs LITOPMA M OCTAHEMCH J0MAa, TO He
cMoxeM noryaats ¢ Tumoru. |

— Ia, BepHo, — cornacunack Jxopmx. — Hy
xopowo, moexeM. Ho 3amoMHH, eC/iM HaYHeTCH
mTopM, TO He Beau cefa kax peGeHok. ITocrapaiica
noaio6UTh IITOPMOBYIO IIOrogy M Hu4yero He 60-
ATBLCA.

— Jla, HO IUTOPDM — 3TO HEMPHATHO, — HaYana
ObL10 AHH, HO TYT 2Ke 3amosyasia, nofimas Ha cebe
npeapureabHb#t Baraan Ixopax. Korza onu cny-
CTHINCh K 3aBTpaky, J[KOpAX chnpocuaa Mamy,
MOYKHO JIH B3ATh C co6o¥ eny, KaK YCJOBMJIIMCH
BYepa. ‘
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— Hda, — orBernsa mama. — Bsl ¢ AHH no-
Mo)XeTe MHe IPHIFOTOBMUTh CAHABHYM. A BHI,
MANLYHKH, NMofanuTe B cajl M HAPBHTE CHNEJBIX
oaus. J)KynauaH, CXOOM TOTOM B JEPEBHIO, KYy-
UM JUMOHAaZA HJAM HMMOMDHOrO HAMHTKA, YTO
saxoyellb.

— THoxanyt, s Kynmo ce6e *MOGHPHOIO HAITHT-
xa, — ckasan JDxyauaH.

OcTasnbHBIe TIONPOCHJIH €10 KYMHTB TO e camMoe.
Jletn uyscTBOBaNIM Cce6A HEOOBIKHOBEHHO CYACTJIH-
wsimu. HakoHely OHM noOBIBAIOT HA HEOOLIYHOM OCT-
pose. Txxopax Toxke Obuia cuacTausa. Bech IeHb
ona 6yaer sMecte ¢ Tumorn.

Haxownen; sce 66110 roToBo. Exy ynoxunu B ase
(NOPTHBHLIE CYMKH. B nepsyio ouepeas AeTH OoTnpa-
suancs 3a Tumorn. Ilec 6bin1 mpuBaA3aH Kk 3a6opy B
xonue caga. Manpuuk-puifak Toxke Gul1 TaM. YBH-
aos JHXOpAXK, OH YCMEXHYJICA.

— Iobpoe yTpo, Kanuran JKopax, — IpuBer-
(TBOBAJI OH JAeBOYKY. J[eTH He NOHMMAJIH, TOYEMY
(M TAK Ha3bIBaN ee. — THM BCce BpeMA JIasj Kak Cy-
macurenmnit, xaan teba. ITo-moemy, oH 3Had, YTO
Th NpUIEILb CEerOAHA.

— Koneuno, 3nan, — noarsepauna Jxopmxk,
passaasiBag Tumoru.

Kak Tosbko oHa ocsofoawya ero, mec TYT e
fpociuiica K peGATaM M CTAT PAJOCTHO KPYTHTBLCA
WOKPYT HHMX, MAXad XBOCTOM M MPHKAB YIIH.

— Ecnu 61 Tum GbL1 YBCTOKPOBHON Gop3oit, oH
noBeaun 6u1 B Jgioboit roHke, — ckasan Jxyauas,
socxH1aAch UM. — Toasko meLIB cTOAIA OBI CTOJ-
fiom! Tum! IIpuser, Tum! Uau cloxa, nasait 3xopo-
BATLCA.

TuM noanpeirHya u Jusdnya JKyauana, Korma
ToT mozoruen K Hemy. IIoTOM, yCNIOKOMBIUIHCH, ITeC
#C10 Iopory K 1uaxy Gexan paaom ¢ Jxopmx. Bpe-
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MsA OT BPeMeHH OH Jiu3aJ ee 6ocble HOTHM, a OHA Jiac- |
KOBO TpernaJja ero 3a yuIH.

Hetn cenu B 10AKY, 1 J[3KOPAX OTTOJNKHYJIACH
Gepera. Mansuuk-peibak moMaxaj MM BCJIEA. .

— Jonro He 3axep:kuBaiiTech, JagHO? — KpH
HyJ oH. — IlogHuMmaercsa mropmoBoii Betep. Byner,
CHUJIBbHBIN ILITOPM. .

— 3uaw, — 3axkpuyasa B orser JKOpmK.
MookeT, MBI ycrieeM BEpPHYTBCA OO TOIO, KAK OH Ha:
yHerca. OH noka elue JajieKo. -

Jxopmx Bce Bpems rpe6iaa cama. Tum cToan
Ha KOpMe, TO Ha HOCY JIOAKH M JIasJ, KOrAa BOJH
O6peiaranu. OctpoB npubmmxancsa. Cefiyac OH BbI
rIAfeN AaXkKe 3aMaHYHBee, YeM JBa AHA Hajsan. |

— Tae ™ npuuaauums, xopax? — crnpoc
Jhxkynunan. — IIpocTo He mpeACTaBAAI0, Kak
OPDHEHTHPYEILUbCA CPeAr 3THX YXKACHBIX cKal. 5
BpeMs GOIOCH, YTO MEI HACKOYMM Ha Hux!

— i npuyamo B oxHOMt yKpoMHOIT GyXTOuKe,
BAM O Heil pacckassiBana, — coobiumna JDHxopmx.
B Hee ecTh TONBKO OAWMH BXOJA, HO A €ro NMpeKpacy
3Haio. OH ¢ BOCTOYHOM CTOPOHEI.

JeBouxka npasuia JOAKOM mpexpacHo. O6o
CTeHY HHM3KHMX OCTPDOKOHEYHEIX CKAaJI, JEeTH HEOMH-
JaHHO YBHJEIH MAJIeHbKYI0 6yXTy, O KOTOpOii pac-
ckaseiBasa JDxopmk. Oro 6bia HacTofAlas Ma-
JIeHbKas raBaHb, BOJAA THXO ILUIECKAJIACh O Iecyas
Hulif Geper, OKDYXeHHBIii BBLICOKHMH CKaJlaMM.
Jloaka poBHO CKONB3WJIA MO CIIOKOMHOM M raagkodh |
IIOBEPXHOCTH BOABI.

— Cuymaiire! 3nech ske npekpacHo! — BOCKJIMK- |
Hyn Jxymman. I'nmazsa y Hero CMAJIHM BOCTOPIOM. !
Jlxopmx nocmorpena Ha Hero. Mepuanue Mopsa or-'
paxkanoch B ee raasax. IlepBeiif pa3 B M3HHM OHA
NpHBe3Jia IocTeil Ha CBOif AparoueHHeI# OCTpPOB H
ObLIa 3THM AOBOJIBHA.
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JeTH BBICKOYMJIM HA MATKHH IECOK.

— Bot MBI 1 Ha ocTpoBel — ofpasoBanach AHH
W oanpseirana mo 6epery. THMOTH PaZOCTHO ITOMYAJI-
on 3a Heit. JI>KOpAK BHITALIMIA JOAKY MOAANBIIE HA
floper.

— 3ayeM THI Tak crapaemsca? — crpocun Jxy-
anaH, nmomorana eit. — IIpuauB yxe 3aKOHUHJICA.
(TOMT SN BBITACKHUBATDH €€ TaK NaJeKo?

— 1 xe, Kadkercs, cKadana, uro Gyzer mrropm, —
1HOACHIUJIA OHA. — EC/IH OH HAYHeTCA, TO JOCTMTHET U
fGyxTel. A MBI He XOTHMM ocTarhcA Ge3 JoaKwm, Bep-
no? .

— IloitpemMTe ryJaAaTh IO OCTPOBY, HY moiaeMre
wol — Kpuyana AHH, BcKapaGKaBIIMCh HABEpPX IO
ekatam. — Hy nasaiire sxe, uaurel

et nocsiexoBasu 3a Heil. 3eCh ¥ B CAMOM JieJie
6un0 oueHsr MHTepecHO. IloBciogy Geranm aaifiel.
Ynunes nereit, o pasberasuch B pa3Hnle CTOPOHEI,
MO B HODKHM He NPATAINCH.

— Heyxean onn He Goarca Hac? — HM3YMIANCA
JLxynunan.

— Her, Beap clona HUKTO He NMPHAXOAUT, KpoMe
mensa, — nosacHuia J[KOpaK, — a A MX He myraiol
Tum! Tum! Ecau o1 Gynems roHATHCA 3a nobbrueit,
n rebe 3axaml

TuUM nOBEpPHYJICA M BUHOBATO MOCMOTpEJ HAa Hee.
On Bo BceM cornatnaica ¢ JKOPAXK — HMCKIIOYEHH-
oM ObLIH JHMING 3aifuel. THMOTH cuMTAaN, YTO 3aMIbI
AR TEM M CYILUECTBYIOT, YTOOBI OXOTHTBCA HA HMX.
On He monmman, nouyemy JDXOpax He paspeluana
oMy TOHATBLCA 3a aTUMH 3BepbKamMu. U Bce xe nec
HIOCJIYILLIHO TIOLIIEJI PAAOM C JAETHMH, TOCKJIHBO IIO-
MALBLIBAA HA CKAYYLIMX 3aiiues.

— HaBepHO, OHM MOTryT €CTh Ja)XKe U3 DYK, —
asamerun xynauan. Ho xopmx mokayana roJio-
woit.
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— Her, a yxe neiTanach, — cKasajza OHa. — .
Ouu wue epar. ITocMorpure BOH Ha Tex 3aliuar.
IIpasxa xopouiue? 8

— Tas, ras, — 3anaan TumM, BLIpBABIIMCH BIIe- '
pex. >kopmx MPUMKPHKHYJA Ha Hero, n Tum, noay
JKaB XBOCT, BEDHYJICA Ha3ax. ‘

— A BoT ¥ 3aMOK! — BoCKAMKHYA JDXyanaH.
MosxHo ocmorpers ero? f cropaio or JoB6oneITCTBA.,

— Ha, nolinemre, — xuBryna JHxopmx. — 1‘3::5
aurte, ara GOJAbLILIAA apKa KOTAA-TO CAYIKHJIA riaasé
HBIM BXOJAOM.

HdeTH BHHMATENBLHO pAa3rIALLIBAIA OrpOM
CTAPMHHYIO IOJYPAa3PYyLUEHHYIO apKy. 3a Hell oka
3QJIMCh DA3BAJMBIUMECA CTYIIEHbBKH, BEAyIUHe B 3
MOK. 3
— Kpenkue creHnl 1 ase GalllHK OXPaHAMH 38% -
MOK, — npoao/nkana Jxkopmx. — Oaxa GairHs
BCEeM Da3BaJIMJIaCh, & Apyras eie HAaroJOBHHY
xpaHuiaack. BOpoHsI KaXkabIl, rox BeIOT cebe rHe
B Heit. OHM nouTH coBceM 3abunu ee BeTKamul

Korna aern nogournu rnobamike K Toit Galum
4TO0 6LLIA ToLeNnee, U3 Hee BLITTOPXHYJA CTAA BOPO
M 3aKDYKHJIach HAJ HMMH, F'DOMKO KapKas. Tmt
MOANPLITHYA B BO3AYXE, CTAPAACH MOAMATL OAHY HJ
HHUX, & BOPOHbI KADKAJIM HA HEro, CJIOBHO CMEAJIHCh. |

— A 3TO UeHTpaIbHAaA YacTh 3aMKa, — noxaaa--
aa J[>KOpaxK, KOraa AEeTH BOLILIM 4Yepe3 pPaspylueH- .
HbI aBepHOli npoem B GonbIOM ABOP, KOTAa-TO MO-
IIEHHBIH KaMHEM, HO Tenepb 3apOCIUMIl TpaBoOil H:
COPHAKAMH. — 31eCh KOraa-To MKUAH JIoAu. CMOT- !
puTe, TaM GLLIM KOMHATLI. 3HAaeTe, OAHA 3[€eCh yle-
Jena. Buaure ManeHbKyIO ABeph, noitgeM Tyaa, ca-
MH IOCMOTPHTe.

Jlpyr 3a APDYrOM AeTH BOLIJIM Yepe3 MAJEeHBLKYI0
ABePb B KOMHATY M OKa3aJuch B TeMHOTe. CTEHRHI M
noToyIoK OGbLT KaMeHHble. B ofHOM yriIy OHH yBH-
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Aoau yrayGaenume. JomxHo ObITh, paHbIlEe 3Jech
Omn kKamMuH. J{Ba Y3KMX OKHA OCBEILAJH KOMHATY.
()xa 6uLna cTpAHHOM, TAMHCTBEHHOM.

— Kanb, 4TO 34€Ch BCe pa3pyllIeHo, — CKasana
JUxynunan, Gmyxaas no samky. — Iloxoxke, 4TO
yuesneaa TOJIBKO Ta KOMHarta. B apyrux aun6o noro-
nox obsasieH, anbo xakaa-HuOyaer u3 creH. Toasko
® TOIl Temepp M MOXMCHO KHTh. J[DKOpIK, & B 3aMKe
Osmna JecTHHUA HaBepx?

— Koneuno, — orsermna Dxopmx. — Ho cry-
HIPHBbKH, Beayluue Hasepx, obBanuauch. CmorpuTe!
Buanrte HaBepXy KOMHATY DAAOM C BOpOHbel Gaii-
woit? Ilparaa, NnoaHATHCA TyAA Heab3A. S nuiTanack
¥ uyTh 11110 He caoMana. KaMuu miaraiorcs.

— A noasemense 3gech ectb? — cnpocua UK.

— He anaio, — orseruna xopax. — Hasep-
uoe, ectb. Ho noka HUKOMY He yzxasoch ero obHapy-
wuTh. CAIMIIKOM BCe 3apOCIoO.

JeiicTBMTENIBHO, 3aMOK 3apOC IOBCIOAY GOJbLLUM-
MM KYCTAMHM @KEBMKH, & CKBO3b IIPOJIOMEI H paciue-
AMHBI NPOGHMBANIMCHL KYCTHl YTeCHMKA. 3eJieHble 3a-
pociH M po3oBhle LBeThl OypbAHA 3aNOJOHHIHM BCe
\Wenu ¥ PacLIeTHHbI.

— ITo-MoeMy, 3TO MCKIIOYHTENBLHO KPACHBOE Me-
erol — BocKAMKHYAa AHH. — Jlyyuie He npuayMma-
oLk,

— Tol AeCTBHTENBHO TAK CYMTAaElIL? — pano-
ctHO cripocuna Jxxopax. — YTo K, OUeHb NMPUATHO.
Cmorpurel Mbl npuuLIN HA APYTYIO CTOPOHY OCTPO-
Ba CO CTODOHBI MOpPA. BHAMTE Te CKaNBl M YYAHBIX
Goabiuux nrun?

et nocmorpenu srnepex. OHH yBHAENAH OCTPO-
KOHEUYHBIe CKaJbl, HA KOTOPLIX KAK-TO CTPAHHO CH-
AeNH YEePHBIEe MTHILLL.

— Oro GakuaaHnl, — ofpacHmiaa JKopmxK. —
Hanosunu noGonsiue puibni Ha ofex, a Terneph CH-
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aar u nepesapusaior. Ilpuser! Ho ouu ynermor

Hurepecno, nouemy? ;
Bekope oHa nonsana. C 10ro-sanagHodt CTOpOH :

pa3gayica 3JoBeluMit packaT rpoMa.

— TI'poml — Bockauknyna xopmx. — Byxa
urropMm. OH HaYHeTCA ropasfo paHbllie, YeM A AY:
maual ;




TJIABA IIECTASA
YTO NpPOH30MAO BO BpeMsl INTOPpMa

Hera nmocmorpenn Ha mope. OHM HACTOJBKO YB-
AOKJIHCh OCMOTPOM KDaCHMBOTO CTApoOro 3aMKa, 4TO
MMKTO M3 HHX M He 3aMeTHJI, KaK GhICTDPO M3MEeHH-
AACH TIOrOAA. )

B HeGe onaTte 3arpoxoran rpom. Kak Gyaro 3a-
puiyana orpoMHas cofaxka. Tum sanaan B orBeT, U
9TOT JIaif HAIIOMHHAJ OTAAJIeHHLIe PacKaThl rpoMa.

— Boxke Moit, Tenepr HaM HeKyJa AeBATbCA, —
ncTpeBoXKeHHO ckKasana JDxopmx. — Jlomoit MBI
wOBpeMA He ycreeM, 310 y» TouHo. IlogHumaercs
cuabHBIA Berep. Buzenu Bel Korapa-Hubyab, 4TOORI
Tax GeICTpO MeHanack noroxa?

Korza pets ornpaBasaucek Ha OCTpoB, He60 GLLIO
rony6siM. Temeps ero 3asonoxyno Tyuamu. Ka3za-
N0Ch, OHM HABUCJIH GyKBAJBLHO HaJ IOJIOBAMHM JeTeil.
Tyun HecaMCh MMMO OCTPOBa, Kax OyATO 3a HUMH
KTO-TO rHajcf. Berep 3aBhIBAN TaK CTPALIHO, YTO
AHH CTAN0 HEMHOro He 1o cebe.

— Ioxar HaunHaerca, — 3amerun JDxynuax,
WLITAHYB BIEepex JaAOHb, HA KOTOPYIO OpLIZHYIH
KpYNHEIE Kanjau aoxaa. — Ham sgyunie rae-Hnbyan
yKpbITHCA, A4, I>xopax? Ms1 3gech MPOMOKHEM.

— Ceituac, — ckasana J[xopmx. — ITocmorpure
ToAbKO Ha 3TH BoaHbN SI ke rosopuina, yro 6yaer
wmropm. O Boxxe, xakasa monuus!

Boansl craHoBunuCh Bce Gosabie. C HUMM mIpo-
WoolLIa YAMBHTENbHAaA mnepeMeHa. Exsa KOCHYB-
INCH CKAJ, OHM B3ALIMAJIMUCH BBEpX, 3aKpy4HBa-
AKUCH, A 3aTEM CO CTPALUHLIM PEBOM YCTPEMJIAINCH K
Gepery.
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— Ilo-mMoemMy, HAZO OTTAIUMUTH JIOAKY ITOAAJIbILIE
or Oepera, — HeOXXMAAHHO BhIMOaBMIIA JKOpIXK. —
IIIropm Oyaer AeficTBUTENbHO O4eHb CHAbHBINA. Ta-
Kue BHe3anHsle JeTHHe 6ypH MHOIZAA ropas’fio XyXKe
3UMHMX.

Onu c )xynuanoM nobexxantn Ha APYryio CTOpO-
Hy ocTpoBa, rae ocraswnu aoaky. M sospemsa. Or-
POMHBIE BOJHBI HavamuH yxe noabuparscAa K Hel.
BrITamms BMecTe ¢ MAJLYHKOM JOAKY NOYTH HA Ca-
MY10 BepmMHy yteca, J[»KOpAX KpPernko npumaa.nj
ee K KYCTy YTeCHHKaA.

K sroMy BpeMeHH ROXABL JMJI BOBCIO, M ,l[xcopm
¢ JXXyMaHOM yCIieJIM TPOMOKHYTb.

— Hapnelocs, pe6ata coo6pa3suin yKPBITBCA ¥
TOll KOMHATKe C Kpbllueli ¥ CTeHamu, — CKa3ang
Joxopmxk.

Ouk ¥ AHH ReiCTBHTEIBHO OKA3aJINCh TaM. l'Io-
XO0)Ke, OHM NMPOAPOIJM M Mepenyraiucs. B xomua'rd
6bL10 OueHb TeMHO. CBeT NMPOHHMKAJ TOJNBLKO 4Yepes
ABa Y3KMX OKHA M MaJeHbKHIl ABEepHOM mpoemM.

— Mosker, pasoxskeM Kocrep? ITo xpaiineit me-
pe Oyaer Becesiee, — mnpeanoxkua J»KyauaH, oras-
ABLIBAACH 110 CTOpOHaM. — BoT Toabko rae 6n1 no-
OLITH XOPOILIMX CYXHMX BETOK?

B aTor MOMeHT, Kak Ohl OTBEeYas Ha ero BONPOC,
HeboNbIIaA CTAA BOPOH BHINMOPXHYJIA M3 GalluHM H,
Kpy»Kachr B ITOpMOBOM HeGe, I'DOMKO 3aKapKasa:

«Kap-kap-kapls
— Hy xoneuno xe! B 6amiHe nonHo BeTox! —
sakpuuan Jhxyauan. — Ilomuure? Tam BOpOHBH

rHe3ga. IITHIIBI HATACKAIH TYAA K4y BETOK.
OH BBICKOYHJI NOA AL H IOMYAJICA K GallHe,
Hafpas nonnyio oxanky, MaJb4HK BePHYJICH. ‘
— IlpekpacHo, — BockaukHyaa JDKopmx. —
PassegeM oramunbiit Kocrep. ¥ Koro ects Gymara
WM CIIMYKU?
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— ¥ MeHA eCTh CIHYKH, — OoTBeTH XKy mmMaH., —
A pot ¢ Gymaroif xyxe.

— Ecrs m Gymara, — HEOKHAAHHO CKasaja
AHH. — B Hee 3aBepHYTH caHABHYM. MOXKHO WX
PasBepHYTH, YTOOBI PA3XeYb KOCTEP.

— Oranyno, — BOCKAMKHYJA JIXopAXK.

OHHx pasBepHYJIM CAHABHYH M AKKYDATHO IOJIO-
MUIM UX HA KAMEeHb, MMPeABADHTEIBHO IPOTEpEB
oro. 3aTeM, YJIOKHUB BEeTKH KDECT-HAKPeCT M IMOAJIO-
muB nox HUX Oymary, JeTH CJIOMKHIH KOCTep.

OcoleHHO HHTEpeCHBIM OKA3aJIOCh PAa3XKUTraTh
fiymary. Korga ona saropesnach, njaMa MrHOBEHHO
oxsaTuno BeTKH. Oun 6uLIy crapeie u cyxue. Beko-
pe yXKe CABIIUANOCh NMPUATHOE NOTPECKUBAHME, M
MAIeHBKAA KOMHATYILIKA OCBETHJIACH TAHIYIOLIMMH
uckpamu orua. Crapyxn 610 OueHb TeMHO. Tyun
eaBa He KACAIHCh MaKyluku Gamruu. Berep ruan ux
WA ceBepO-BOCTOK C PEeBOM, TMOXO0XKHMM Ha PeB CAMOIo
MOpA.

— B xusum He camnuana, 4yrobsl MOpe Tak
(TpPALUIHO peBesio, — npuananack AHH. — Huxkoraal
Takoe BneyarseHue, 4YTO OHO COILUIO C yMaA.

Berep 3aBBIBaJ, U rpoMagHBIe BOJHBI pa3buBa-
AKCh O CKAJIBI C XKYTKHUM rpoxoroM. Jlern exsa CJbl-
wamm apyr apyra. IIpuxoamnocs KpUyars.

— [Hasaitre-ka Jayuimie moeaum! — KPHKHYJ
JIuK, KOTOPOMY TNOCTOAHHO XOTEJOCh ecTh. — Bce
PABHO HEYEro AeJaTh, NOKAa NMPOROJKAETCA LITOPM.

— Koneuno, nasaiite, — rpoMxo ckasana AHH,
OpocHB MOJIOAHEIN B3rAX HA CAHABHYM C BETYHHON. —
Jlaxxe 3a6aBHO YCTPOMTD B 3TOi MaJIEHBKOM CTAPHHHOM
KOMHATe MMKHUK y Koctpa. HTepecHo, Koraa 3aech B
nocsiequuit pa3 eam jgioagu? Bor 6ul BCTpeTHTHCH C
HUMH.

— Hy ner, — ckasan [uk, 03upaAch BOKDYT,
(VIOBHO OH GOAJICA, YTO €CJM ABATCA JIOAM M3 INPO-
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1ILJIOrO, TO NMPHAETCA IMOAEJUTHCA ¢ HUMH obeoM. —
Cerogusa u 6e3 TOro feHs HeOOLIYHLI, XBATHUT C HAC.

Hetn npunanucs 3a Gyrepbpoas! M MMOKpHBIL
HanutoK. Hacrpoenne yayuymmmaock. Oun noabpa-
CBHIBAJIM BETKHM B KOCTED, OMOHBb ropes sipye, B KOM-
HATe CTAHOBWJIOCH Teriee. A CHADYXHM AYJA CHIb-
HBIN, XONOXAHBIN BeTep.

— JlaBajfTe XORUTHL 38 XBOPOCTOM IIO OYepeaH, —
npepnoxuna JHKopmxK.

Ho AuH He xorenocs MATH opHoit. OHa u Tak
HM30 BCeX CHJI CTapaiach He IOAABATH BHAY, 4TO Bo-
UTCA WITOPDMA. A BBIATH M3 YIOTHOI KOMHATHI B
JOXKABL — 370 GBLIO BBILIE €e CHII. ;

Tumy, noxowke, Toxxe He HpaswicA wmropm. Om
cuzen pagom ¢ JIKopmxK, HABOCTPUB YIIIM, M phIYal
npH KaXKAoOM packarte rpoma. Ero yromanu naxo-
MBLIMH KYCOYKAMH, M OH KAJHO I'JIOTAJ BCE, YTO €My
nasanu. Ilec 6L Tak »Ke rojIoAeH, KaK U JeTH.

Ha xaxaoro oKkasanoch 1o YeTnipe TajleTsl.

— Tloxanyit, s ornam csoe neuyeHne Tumy, —
ckasana J[xopmx. — 51 He yusa ero, a OH, no-Moe-
MY, OYeHb ITPOroJIOJAJICH. '

— He nano, — ocranosun ee JiKynauan. — Mu
BCE AAQUM eMy IO OAHOM rasere, U y Hero Gyaer ye-
TeIpe. A y Hac ocraHeTca ewue 1o Tpu. Ham Bnosnne
XBAaTHT.

— Hy u cnasnbie Bbl pefATa, — BOCKJIHKHYJA
Ixopmx. — Tum, npasaa OHM ciaBHbI1e?

TuM NOATBEPANJ ee CJIOBA AeMCTBHEM, IIO oYepe-
au 1u3HyB Beex. Jletn paccmesuuchk. Toraa nec me
peBepHYJICA HAa CIIMHY M no3poaun JKyauaHy Iow
LLEKOTATh €ro.

ITon6pocuB B KOCTEp BEeTOK, pebATa moenm
yTo y HHUX O6b110. Korma Hacrana ouepean xyaua
HAa HMATH 34 XBODOCTOM M OH BBIIIEA HADPYXY
LITOPM MO-npexkHemy OyieBas. MajabuMK OCTAHO:
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WHJICA 1 OCMOTPeEJCA BOKPYT. JloXKAb M eMy HA ro-
AOBY.

JDoxynnaHy Kasanoch, 4TO Mope GecHyeTcA nps-
M0 Hax rosioBoit. CBePKHyJIa MOJIHHA, H TOTYAC XKe
pasganca rpom. JxkynuaH He Gosica Hemorogsl, HO
Tonepr eMy ObLLIO HEMHOrO CTpaluHOBAaTo — Oypsa
Ousa cuabHasgs. MOMHHM CBEePKAJM IMOYTH E€IKEMH-
MYTHO, & TPOM rpeMeJa TakK, YTO, KA3aJoCh, PYIIIM-
Ancs ropsail

Ensa 3aTuxan serep, KaK AOHOCHJICA SAPOCTHBIM
woft Mmopa. Bpeiaru noneranu no kyamnana, CToAB-
il1ero rocepeanHe pa3pylleHHOro 3aMKa.

«Hamo nocMmoTpers HA BOJHBI, — IOAyMaJ
MaibunK. — OHM, HaBePHO, F'MraHTCKHe, €CJIH YK
fps13ru goseraior cioonals

INomoitaa X BBHIXOAY, OH B3oGpajica Ha o6GBaJIMB-
HHIy10CA CTeHY, OKPY KaBILYyIO0 KOrAa-To CO BCEX CTO-
pOH 3aMOK, M NMOCMOTpeN B OTKpPniToe Mope. U urto
we oH ysuaen!

Boaupl OBLIM CJOBHO OrpPOMHEIE CepO-3eJIeHbIe
erennll OHH yaapaau B npubpesXHbIe CKANbl U IIpe-
spALLIATHCh B MHDPHAA LI 6phI3r, GiiecTeBIINX HA GQoHe
rpoaosoro He6a. OHM MOAKATBHIBAJIKCH K OCTPOBY M
OuaKch O KAMEHb C TaKoM cuJoif, yto JKyanaH yys-
0TBOBAJI, KAK Yy Hero 1noj HOraM# COAPOraeTcs CTeHa.

Manpuuk 611 nopaxkeH. I'paHaMO3HOE 3penuie.
JUxynuaHy Ha MHUHYTY Aa)ke TOKAa3aaoch, YTO MOpe
moxxer noraoTuTh octpos! ITorom oH ycnokouncs,
INOHAB, YTO 3TOrO He CAYYHUTCA. Beas 6ypa yke Obl-
sana He pa3. OH BHUMATEJBLHO BIAAALIBAJICA B Ha-
KATLIBABLLIMECA BOJHBI M BADPYr 3aMeTHJ YTO-TO
0TPAHHOE: OKOJIO CKAJ ITOKA3aJICA KAaKOM-TO TeMHBI
flosb110M NpeaMeT, Ka4YaBLIMNACA HA BOJHAX U CHO-
#a McYe3HyBIIHMiA rmox Boxoi. Yro aro?

— Heyxenn xopababs? — ckasan cebe xynuan.
(Cepaue y Hero 3abuiock GeicTpee. OH M30 Bcex CHJI
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Hanparaa 3peHHe, 4To0Bl MOJaydYIUe Ppa3riaAneTh
cTpaHHEI/ npeamer cpeau xoxaa u Gpeiar. — K
BCe-TAKH 3TO OYEeHb Noxoxke Ha Kopaban. Ho ayumn
6nl aToro He 6u110. HUKTO Beib He CIIaceTcCa B Té
rropm!
Manpuuk nocrosan eme HemHoro. TemHoe nATH
CHOBA NOABMJIOCH HAJ BOJIHAMH H TOTYAC XK€ CKDhY
Jock niox Bopoi. JKyauan peluns pacckasats off
Bcem peGaram. O nobGexxan Ha3ax B OCBELLUEHHYH
KOCTPOM KOMHATY. _
— Ixopax! Iuk! S BUAEa YTO-TO HENOHATHOEY
cxan! — sakpuuan Dxymman. — Kasxerca, 310 K¢
pabiab. Xora 3Toro He moxer Ouith. Iloiaemre ng
cmorpuml .
Yausnenno nocmorpes Ha JKyauaHa, JIer
BCKOYMJIM CO CBOMX MecT. J[>KopaxX GbICTpo noaspg
CHJIa BEeTOK B KOCTep, YTOOBI OH He IMOTyX, M BCe
e BLICKOYMIH 3a JKynHaHOM HA ACKAB.
Bypa, BHAMMO, Hayajla IOHEMHOry 3arT
xatb. [Joxas ocaaben. I'pom rpemen yxe rae-m
AANeKO, M MOJHHMM CBEepKaJH He TaK 4YacTg
Ji>xyauaH nosesa Apy3eidt K CTeHe, C KOTOpPOM Of
CMOTpeJ Ha Mope.
JleTH INOAHANMCHL HA OCTATKH CTEHBI H CTE
BriAabIBaThCA Briepex. Mope, ara macca cepo-3esnell
Holi Boaml, GywieBano. OrpoMHbie BOJHH pa3GuBall
JINCh O CKaJbl ¥ OOpYILUMBAJIKCH HA OCTPOB, CJIOBH
XOTeJIH MOrJOTHTH ero. AHH cxBatuiaa J[Kyanas
3a pyky. OHa uyscTBOBana ce6a MAaJEHBLKO, U G
3TOro eif CTaHOBMJIOCH CTPAILIIHO.
— Ilopanox, AuH, — KpuKHyJa el J[Kyauau.
CmoTpH, Yyepe3 MHUHYTY Thl €10 YBHAHILD. 3
JleT BHUMaTENBHO BraaabiBatuch. CHayana H¥
4ero He OulI0 BMAHO. BONMHBI B3ALIMAIHCH TAK BE
COKO, 4YTO 3akpmiBantu OyKBanibHO BCe. Bip
Jxopmk yBugena To, 0 yeM rosopun JDxyanas.
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— Boxe Mol — 3akpuuana aesouyka. — ITO
wopa6us! Ila, aro ol Iro on! Heyxenun o pasobner-
wn? Oro Goabmuolt xopalib, He LIIIONKA M He DbI-
Sankan goaxal

— Oit, TaM, HABEPHO, €CTh KTO-TO? — INPHUYHUTA-
Aa AHH.

JleT CMOTpeJIX BO BCe Ir'JIa3a. ¥YBHAEB. CTDAHHLIM
TOMHLII IpeagMeT CpeAd OrPOMHBIX BOJH, TuM Ha-
w1 aats. Mope Hecno kopafus Kk Gepery.

— OH pa3obbeTCa O CKAaJbl, — CKAa3ak HeOoXH-
AnuHo Lxynuan. — Cmorpure Tynal

He ycnen oH 310 cKa3aTh, KAK pa3jgajcda CTpall-
MMt rpoxoT, ¥ TeMHasa Macca Kopalbasa ceja Ha OCT-
puiit 3y0 rpo3HOit CKaJhl C IOro-3anajgHoi CTOPOHBI
oerpoBa. TaM OH M ocTascs, cjaerka NoKaYWBasaACh HA
peGHAX BRICOKMX BOJIH, KATMBLLUMXCA MHMO HEro.

— 3acrpaa, — ckasan Jxyauan. — Teneps oH
ne casuHerca ¢ mecta. Korma mope ycnokourcsa He-
MHoro, Kopabusb 6yieT MPOYHO CHAETH HA TeX CKaJax.

B 3tor MOMeHT cinalbwiif coMHeuHRIN Jyu Ha
MIHOBEHHE Tpope3asici CKBO3b TOHKMe ofJjaka |
('NOBa KCYe3.

— Bor 3noposol — BockaukHya UK, raaga Ha
nebo. — Cxopo noasurcsa conuue. MuI corpeemcs, 06-
0OXHEM, H, MOXKeT, HaM YAACTCA Y3HATh, UTO 3TO 3a
woecyacTHRIN Kopabas. Ax, JxyanaH, ToasKo 6b1 HA
HOM HUMKOIO He oKasasock. Moxer, JI0aM ycnenu mne-
pececTsb B JJOAKHM H AOGPATMCh-TAKHM A0 3eMian?

Tyun cTasm nonemHory paccemBarbca. IlopbiBH-
oTLIA BeTep CTHXAJ, OCTAJICA JMIUB JierKuit 6pmus.
(lonHue nmokassIiBanock Bce yaiue. JleTH nNpucTaabHO
(MOTpeH Ha Kopabnp, TOpYABLUMII CpeaH CKai.
Bapyr cosHeuHBINH JIy4 OCBETHJI €ro.

— Kaxoii-To oH cTrpaHHBINl, — MEIJeHHO NpPOoro-
sopus Jxynunan. — Ouens crpanubiit. Hukoraa He
suaesn Takux xKopaGaeii.
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Y Jxopmx NOABAIOCH HEOOBIYHOE BBIPAYKEHM!
auua. OHa nosepRynach K peGaTaM, H Te C yAMBIe
HueM yBuaean Gieck B ee roxyOnix raasax. lesou
Ka Obl1a TAK B3BOJTHOBAHA, YTO HE MOIJIA& N'OBODHTS.

— Y710 ¢ 1060it? — cripocan XyamaH, CXBATHR
ee 3a pyKY.

— Jxynuan, I>xyaman, 310 ske Mot Kopabusl —
3aKpHyana OHA PAAOCTHO. — Pa3pe BHI He BHIHTS,
gro npousonuio? IIlITopM mogHan co xHA MOpA
Kopafurk M BRIGPOCIUI €10 Ha CKANBI. ITO MOM KO

Ona 6buia npaBa. OTO XKe CTAphLI 3aTOHYB
xopabnsl HeyawBmTennHO, 94TO OH TaK HeoOb
peITaanen. IloraTHO, nMoyeMy OH Kasaiuca T
TEeMHBIM M AMeJI TAKYIO CTPaHHYIO GopMy. 10 G
3aTOHYBIIIEE CYAHO, TOAHATOE M3 CBOEH BEKO!
obuTeNn ¥ BHIOpOmIEHHOE HA CKAJEI.

— Jxopmxl MEl cMOXXeM TMOAIUINITE K HeMYy!
3ane3Th B Herol — KpukHya JDxyanan. — Yok W
nepb-T0 MB ero ofcjeayeM BAOJL M IONeEpeK. ™
JxopmK, MOXKeT HaM yAACTCA HAWTH 30JI0TO.
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TJIABA CEIBMASA
Bo3aspamenne B KHppPHH-KOTTeAK

Bce 3r0 HacTONIBKO NOpPAa3HJIO M B3BOJHOBAJIO
MOTBEPBIX JeTeil, YTO B TeYEeHHe MHHYThI-APYroi
ONM He MOIVIA BHIMOJIBUTH HH coBa. Pebara cMmor-
prIM HA CTAPLINA, HEMOAHBIA IJIA TUIABAHUA, TEM-
Wnit Kopmyc KopaliA, NpeacTaBifAA, 4YTO B HEM
MOKkHO OOHapyxuTh. 3arem JDxynuaH cxBaTua
JUKOpIK 38 PYKY M KPemKo ee CKas.

— 3noposal — BOCKJIMKHYJ ManbyuK. — JKOpmMK,
IY4IIOCH HeBeposTHOE!

Jxopmx Bce eme mMomdana. OHa cmoTpena Ha
xopalus. B rosiose y Hee NPOHOCHJIMCH Pa3HbIE MBIC-
an. 3areM OHA nosepHyJaach K JDKyanany.

— Toaeko 6u1 KOpabap INO-TIPEIKHEMY OCTAJICH
woum! IIpaBsa, A He 3HAIO, MIPUHAIJIEKAT JM 34TO-
nyBuIe KopabiaM, KaK INOTepAHHbIe COKPOBMIIA,
Koponese AHraum MAH eme Komy-HubGyan. Ho, B
XONLE KOHIOB, Kopaluh NpHHAILIEXKAN Haluei
MMLe, U, KOrZa OH JIEJKAN Ha JHe MOPA, 3TO HUKOIo
H0@ BOJIHOBAJIO. Kax BRI CYHTAaeTe, paspeliaT MHe
WIaZIeTh UM M Tenepb, KOrja ero BLIGPOCIIIO Ha CKa-
Am?

— A naBaiiTe HUKOMY He pacCKaxkeM o Hem! —
npessoxua ux.

— Tnynoctu, — ckasana Jxopmx. — Kaxkoii-
wnbyas ppibaK, KaK TOJMBKO BHIKET B MOpe, cpasy
wo ero yBHAKT. I TYyT e y3HAIOT Bce.

— Toraa nasaiiTe caMu cHauyasna obciaeayeM ero,
oKa Hac He onepeauan! — pPaKOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJI
Jluk. — Kpome Hac, 0 HeM HMKTO BeAb M He 3HaerT.
10T BOJHBEI YTHXHYT, MOXKHO M IIOCMOTDETb.
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— He Hapeiica, 4TO MBI n00epeMCH 10 CKA&
B6poa, — ckasana JDxopmk. — Tyma moxkHO
MacTh TONBKO HA JIOAKE, HO BOJHHEI GoabluMe.
CTOHUT PHCKOBATH. Cemmm OHH TOYHO HEé YTHX

Berep elue CIMIIIKOM CHJIBHBINA. ‘f
— A uT0, ecin 3aBTpa, paHO yTpoM? — mpe,
wun xyanan. — J[o Toro KaKk 0 HeM Y3H

Hlep:xy mnapu, eCIM HaM YAACTCA IEepPBLIMH
nacte Ha KopalGap, Mul ofa3aTesbHO HaitneM T
4T0-HNOY Ab! .
— Jla, MHe TOX(e TAK KaXXeTcdA, — COrJacHJIal
Ixopmox. — 51 yxxe roBopmsia BaM, BOAOJIA3bl OYeE
TIIATEABHO ocMOTpenu Kopababs. Ho nox Bsoaoii
TaK¥ TpyAHee Bce pasrasaaers. M1 morau 6bi HaltTh
TO, Yero oHn He sametwan. Oii, A Kak Bo cHe. Hi
KaxK He MOTy IIOBEPHTb, YTO MOl KOpabib MOXHAIC
M3 MOPCKOM IMy4YHHBI BOT TaKUM ofpasom!
H3-3a Tyy nokasanoch COJHIE, X MOA €ero I
ILIMMH JyYaMH MOKpas AETCKas OAeXAa crana
HeMHoOry BbIChIXaTh. OT Aereil men nap, ¥ gaXKe H
wepcTsio Tuma Kaybunaca asimox. Crapeiit Kopa6ii
O-BUANMOMY, He OUYeHb HPABWJICA ICY, H OH IpOl
KO JIaAJ B ero CTOPOHY.
— Hy u cmemnoit 1, Tuml — ckas
Jxopmx U noxsonana ero. — OH He MPUYHUHUT
Ge 3nal Kak Te1 Aymaems, 4To 310?
— On, HaBepHOe, PeLINJ, YTO 3TO KHT, — CMl§
fACh, BOCKJIMKHYJA AHH. — 3Haeun,. Jxopmx,
caMblil 3aMedaTeJBbHLIN AeHb B Moed u3uu! A
JKeT, BCe-TAKM TonpofoBaTh MOAILIEITh HA nonx:ﬂg
Kopabmio? 4
— Her, Hens3n, — orsernna I»xopmx. — Mﬂ
6b1 M camolf XOTenoch, HO 3TO COBEPILUEHHO He!
MoKHO, AHH. Bo-mrepBbIX, f§ He yBepeHa, 4TO
pabib AOCTATOYHO KPENKO AEPXKUTCA HA cCKajnax, 8,
BEPOATHO, A0 OTAMBA OH He 3aKpenurcs. Buano,
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MAK OH CJIerKa TOKauyuBaercs, Koraa Haberaer or-
pomuaa BosHa. OnacHo wimTh ceifuac Tyna. M Bo-
#TOpLIX, A He XOody, 4YTo0nl MOsA Joaka BapeGearu
paabunack 06 aTH cKaabl, & Hac 6sl BeIGpociio B 6y-
wyomyo cruxuiol Ilouumaemus, 4YTO MOXKeET cay-
wnrbea? HyHo nomoxaats A0 3asTpa. Xoporuas
MMICIb — MpHexaTrh paHo ytpoMm. Ilo-moemy, MHO-
MM B3pOCJBIM 3axouerca ofcrenoBaTh Kopabiib.

et mnocMoTpenu elie HeMHOro Ha Kopabup M
SATEM CHOBa mouwiM BAOJAbL Gepera. OCTPOBOK, KO-
weuHo, Obl1 HeGOABIUON, HO YAMBMTENLHO KpacH-
WMil, C MaJeHbLKMM CKaIMCTBIM GeperoM, THXOii
GyxTouKkoii, rae HaXOAWJIACh MX JIOAKA, Pas3pylleH-
MLIM 3aMKOM, KDY)XHBIIMMM B Hebe BOPDOHAMHM M
OKAYYLLIHMY TIOBCIOAY 3aiiliaMH.

— MHne HpaBHTCA OCTPOB, — 3aroBopuja AHH., —
¥Yxacuo upasutcs. Tamko oH ouens maneHskuidl O MHO-
IMX OCTPOBAX JaXKe He CKAKEIlb, YTO 310 OCTPOBA, —
WVIMIIKOM YK OHM Gonbiive. $I ummelo B Buay Bemiko-
Gpuranmo. Bexp 310 OoCTpPOB, HO ecym Obl JIIOAAM He CKa-
MM, TO OHM TA8K M KM Obl, He 3HaA 3Toro. A 3ro
ARONCTBHUTENBHO HACTOALLME OCTPOB — KYAA HH IIOM-
AOLLIb, BCEraa BHMAHO APYTYI0 CTOpOoHY. MHe OH
yMacHO HPaBUTCA.

Ixopmk uyBcTBOBana cebAa cuacTanBoi. PaHb-
e oHa yacTo ObIBasa Ha CBOEM OCTpPOBe, HO BCEraa
oHa, HcKJodYeHMeM Onut Tumoru. Jlesouka Bce
WpeMA KJAAAACh, YTO HUKOrAA B JKH3HHM He BO3bMET
(048 HUKOro, IOTOMY 4YTO 3TO MCIOPTHJIO Gkl eif Bce
sneuatseHue o6 ocrpose. Ho azech He cTano xyxe.
HaoBopor, ocTpoB mnoxasanca eit ewme Kpacusee.
Bnepseie B xu3HM JKOpWK Hauajsa INOHUMATb,
NTO, eC/IM pasaenselllb ¢ KEM-TO PafoCTh, OHA JHILb
YyABAHBAETCA OT 3TOIO.

— IlomoxxneM, MOKA BOJHBI CTAHYT TMOMEHBIIIE,
voraa noexeM aomoit, — ckasana JDxopmx. — Ha-
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BepHoe, A0 Ab eule 6yaer. Mbl TOILKO ITPOMOKHe!
Bce paBHO He ycrieeM BePHYTHLCA K IMOJAHMKY. IIpg
THB TeYEHHUA TPYAHO rPeCcTH. '

JleTH YyBCTBOBAJIM, KAK YCTANH 34 3TO BOJIHY}
ree yrpo. Ha o6paTHOM ITyTH OHM NMOYTH He pPa3rg
papuBaau. Jloakoit npaBuaM no ouyepenu, Kpomf
ANHH, y KOTOpOi 6bLIM CAMIIKOM caabuie pyku, ung
Onl rpecTs npoTuB TeyeHnsa. Ha npoimanue aetu
AaHyauck Ha octpoB. Kopabap Gbin He BuaeH. ()
HAXOAWJICA HA IPOTHMBOMOJIO)KHOK CTOpOHe, B
KDBITOM MOpe. ;

— Xopowo, 4TO OH TaM, — cKasan JDxyamnaH. 4
Orciona e BuaHO. Ero MoXKHO yBHAETD, TONLKO Bhi}
as B Mope. Ha ocTpOB Hy »KHO npHexaTh yTpoM, 4To
Kakaa-Hubyas Joaka He onepeauna Hac! Ilpenm
raio BCTaTh Ha paccseTe. ,

— Jla, HO 3TO OYeHp paHO, — 3aMeTH}
Jxopmk. — Ber npocHerecs? 5 yacTeHBKO BCTA
paccBeToM, & BhI-TO He NPHUBLIKJIK. :

— KoneuHOo e, MbI TPOCHEMCH, — BOCKJINKH]
Jxynuan. — Bor u masax. Hakoweu-to. ¥ Mme
YIKACHO YCTAMM PYKH, H MHE YEPTOBCKH XO4e
ecThb. 51 GBI ceifuac ches Bce 3anachl eJbl.

— TaB, — 3anaan TuMm, cornamasch ¢ MaJb4l
KOM.

— HyxHo orBectn Tuma x Andy, — cxasans
JxopmxK, CIpIrHYB ¢ JoaKkH. — J>KyauaH, BbITa:
mm goakKy Ha Geper. I BepHyCh yepe3 HECKOJIBKO
MHHYT.

CnycTa HeKOTOpoe BpeMs BCe YeTBepO yKe CHJe-
au 3a cronoM. Ha nmonaguuk Tera DaHHU HCIIEKa
ANA HHUX JienelIKH B UMOMPHBIA ITHpOr c yepHo#
naTokoit. OH 6T TeMHO-KOPHYHEBOIO LIBeTa M JIMM-
kuii. JloeB nupor, aetu nobnarogapuiau tetio Pan-
HH, CKa3aB, YTO B JKH3HHU He eJIH TAKOro BKYCHOIO
nupora.

62



— Hy xak, xopo1uo nposejsu feHb? — CIpocHja
rera PaHHHU fgereif.

— JMal — 6wicTpo orBermaa AnH. — Ha mope
s TakoM cuabHBIE mTopm. OH nOgHAN...

Ixymnan ¢ JIMKOM OQHOBPEeMEHHO yAapHJH ee
10 Hore nojx cToysoM. JKOpAYK He CMOrJja AOTAHYThb-
o 10 Hee, MHAYe OLI OHA cAenana TO e camMoe. AHH
0/OpANTO IIOCMOTpEsAa Ha Manbuuiuek. B riasax y
Noe MTOABMUJIMCH CJI€3BI.

— B uem geno? — cnipocuna rera PanHu. — Te-
fn xTO-TO Yymapua, AHH? Jla npekpaTture e OuTh
Aun Horamm nop ctoaoM. CKopo oHa 6yaer XOAHTH
» cunakax. Jloporas, 4To e NMOAHAJO mope?

— OrpomHbIe BOJHBI, — OTBeTHJIA AHH, JIALA C
oBunoit Ha pebar. OHa 3Hana, YTO OHH NOAYMAJH,
fyaTto ona cofupaercsa pacCKas3aTh, KaK ILITOPM IOJ-
HAJ CO IHA MODpHA CTapoe 3aTOHyBILIee cyaAHO. Ho oHn
muubanuch ¥ yxapuaId ee HH 3a utol

— H3BuHu, AHH, A ynapun 1e6si, — BBEIMOJIBHJ
Jukyninan. — Y MeHA HeYaAHHO COCKOYMJIA HOra.

— N y mena toxe, — nasuHmiaca Juxk. — [a,
vora ®aHHM, MBI BHAEIHM I'PAHIHO3HOE 3peJHIle Ha
octpoBe. BOJIHEI 3axJIeCTHIBAIM HAIY MAJEHBKYIO
fyxry. HaMm na)ke npMIuioch BHITALMTH JOAKY Ha
#OPLINHY HeBOJMBIION CKAJMBI.

— MHe HH KameabKHn He 6BIJIO CTPAILIHO BO Bpe-
MaA ITOpMa, — mnpoao/uKana AHH. — YecTHoe cJo-
»0. I He Mcniyranach, Kak TH...

Acuo, nogymanu getn. Ceityuac AHH paccCKakeT
npo Tumorn. OHK He nanm et AOrOBOPHUTH, 3arOBO-
pUB OXHOBPEMEHHO r'POMKMMHM rojiocamu. JKynuax
moBa yaapun AHH 110 HOre.

— O-oifl — BCKpUKHYJNA AHH.

— Tam Takue pydyHble 3aMIbl BOXATCA, — I'POM-
%o cooburmn Ixyanax.

— Mpu! Busenn 6aKnaHoB, — npogomxan J(uk.
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I
Jxopmx ToXKe noaaep:kana pasroBop. 1

— A Kax BOPOHBI TPOMKO KapKajau, — pacc
aniBaau pe6ara. — Kap, kap, kap.

— Jla BB caMM PacKapKaJIuCh, KAK BOPOHBI.
BOpPHTE BCe Cpa3y, — CMeACh CKasaua Tera DaHH
— Hy ur0, noesn? Ouens xopowmo. Maure nomoirs
pyxu. a, J[Kopax, A 3HAIO — OHH y BaC JUNKAN
1 cama roroBuna UMOGMPHEIN TUpOr. A BB CHEJIH I
Tpu Kyckal Maute nourpalite THXOHBKO B AD
KomHate. Ha yauue maer aoxab. Toabko He
waiire nane, xopmx. On paBoraer.

JleTn oTNIPaBHAMCH MEITh PYKH. ]

— Hy u raynaa teil — ckasan JkynuaH AH
— Tal ABAXKABI YYTh HE MPOroBOpHJIACH

— IlepBwift pas a uMesa B BUAY He TO, YTO BiY
MOAYMATH, — Ha4Yasia BO3MYILEHHO rOBOPUTh AHNE

Jxopax nepebuia ee. ’

— Jlyuwe 6 et mpoGoaranace mpo xopabus,
npo Tuma, — 3ameruna oHa. — Ilo-mMoemy, y °
A3bIK 6e3 KocTeii.

— Ha, BBl mpasel, — u3BuHANack AHH. — Hi§
BEepPHO, MHe BOOOIIE He CTOMT FOBOPHTH 34 CTOJIO
Mmue yxacHo HpasurcAa Tum. Tak M Xxouercs
HuUOyab paccKasaTh PO Hero.

Hdety nouwM Urpath B APYTYyIO KOMHATY.
JIMAH C IPOXOTOM IepeBepHYJ CTOJ BBEPX HOTaMH.’

— JaBaiiTe urpats B Kopabiu, — IpemIoxm
oH. — Cron Gyzer 3aTOHYBIUMM CYZHOM, a Mhl 0f
aem ofcnenosats ero. y

BHesannHO ABeps pacmaxHyJach M B JABepHON
npoemMe IMOKA3AJOCh CEpPAMTOE, XMYypoe JHLO.
6611 nana JIxopaxl

— Yto 3a mrym? — cnpocun oH. — Jlkopz
9T0 THI nepeBepHy.Ja cTon? ;

— 9r0 A, — npusnainca I xyanaH. — Iflannmli
Te. §I coBcem 3a6bL1, uTO BB paGoraere.
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— Ecamu Bn1 Gyaere muymers, TO 3aBTpa A 3aCTas-
M0 BaC BCEX JIeXKATH B nocreasax! — npurposun ge-
tam aana Keentun. — JKOpMKHHA, CMOTPH, 4TO-
fbl TBOM POACTBEHHHKH BeJH celA THXO.

IBeps 3akpeuiack. Hana ymen. lern nocmorpe-
AM APYT Ha Aapyra.

— VY Tefa y»XacHO CTPOrMil oOrel, — CKasaj
Ibkynnan. — H3BHHH, YTO HaAEJaN CTONBKO LIY-
my. 1 He nogymaur.

— W npaszaa, nasafite nmoruuie, — nomnpocuaa
JLkopmx. — HHave OH CHEPIKHMT CBOE CJIOBO, M 3a-
#TPa MBI OK&XKEMCH B IIOCTeJfAX. A MBI KaK pa3 Xo-
teau 3aBTpa obcyenoBats Kopabas.

ITogymaTts 06 3TOoM GBLIO CTpamIHO. AHH MOLILIA
WOATH OOHY M3 CBOMX KyKOJ. Bonpekm MaMuWHBIM
yroBOpaM OHA BCe-TAKM TpHBE3Ja HMX AOBOJBLHO
muoro. Jxyanan cxoaua 3a KHuroit. JKopax npu-
MANAcCh BbIPE3aTh M3 AepeBa MAJeHbBKYIO CHMIIATHY-
uyio JoaKy. MK OTKHHYJCA HA CIMHKY CTyJa M
(Tan pasMBILLIATbL O 3aTOHYBILUeM Kopabae. I[oxab
Aun He nepectaBan. JlerH HaaeAIUCh, YTO K YTPY OH
wCe-TaKH MPeKPaTHUTCA.

— 3aBTpa paHO BCTaBaTh, — BbIMONBMA JluK,
seBada. — Moxker, asxem crnatp nopansiue? A yc-
Tl CerOAHA I'PeCTH.

OGBIYHO ZeTH He JI06MAN PAaHO JIOXKHUTLCA CHaThb,
N0 BrepeAH MX OMKHAANO TAKOE MHTEPECHOe AeJO,
TO CENrOAHA OHM AyMaJau o6 3TOM HHaye.

— Tax M BpeMsa CKoOpee mpoiiger, — ckKaaaia
AHH, ITOJIOXKMB HAa MeCTO Kykay. — Moxker, ceituac
noiinem?

— Yrto0, nmo-pauiemMy, noaymMaeTr Mama, ecJH Mbl
ARXEM cpa3y mocjae mnoagHuka? — cnpocuaa
JLxopmx. — Ona pewnt, uro Mbr 3abonenn. Her
yX, nasaiite noiigem cnate nocae y»xkuHa. Ckaxkem,
YTO NPOCTO YCTAJIH, ITIOTOMY YTO AOJIO KATAJNCH HA
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Joake. Jto xe npasaa? BeicnaTeCa MBI ycrieeMm.
3aBTPa PAHO YTPOM OTTIPABMMCA 3a NMPHKJIIOYEH

. 910 Beab npuKiaoyenue, sepo? He mmuo
BbINAaZaeT TaKaa BO3MOXKHOCTh — OOCJenoBaTh CTaf
pulii-nipecTaphlit  Kopabab, NTpPOJEXABIUHIA nomu
BpeMA Ha aAHe mopsl 0

Hrak, Kk Gonpinomy yausnaenuio Tern @annu, 8§
BOCEMBb 4acoB fieTH y»e Oblau B nocrensx. AHH 38
cHyna cpady. IIuk u JDKyJImaH — YyTh NO3KE
Tonabvko xopax He morJia 3acHyTh cpasy. Oua xays
maina o6 ocTpoBe M, KOHe4HO, O nobumoit cobaxel *

«f1 nomxna B3atrs Tuma, — aAymana oHa, 3ackk
nad. — Henw3a ocrasaatres ero. OH ToXxke n0x
Y4acTBOBATHh B ITOM NPUKAIOYEHHUH]»




TJIABA BOCHbMAS
OGcAepoBaHHe 3aTOHYBIIEro CyAHa

Yrpom mepBeiM mpocHysca Jxynnan. PaHHue
AY4YH COJIHIA YIKe OCBEeTHJIM HebGO Ha BOCTOKe 30JI10-
THCTHIM cBeTOM. C MHHYTY MAaNBLYHMK JIe)KA Pa3rif-
ABIBAJI MOTOJIOK, HO MOTOM BAPYT MIHOBEHHO BCIIOM-
HWI BCe, YTO NPOM3OILIO HAKAHYyHe. BuicTpo npu-
NMOAHABILUMCL HA KPOBATH, OH KAK MOXKHO rpomue
JalenTan:

— JInx! ITpocuucs! Mu 3xe coGMpasnchs CMOTPETh
xopabum! ITpocuucs el

OunyBIIMCH OTO CHA, JIMK LIMPOKO YJLIGHYJCA
Ixynunany. Ero oxsarmno pagoctHoe uyscrBo. HMx
KHAANO0 MPHKAIOYeHHe. BCKOYMB ¢ KpOBaTH, OH
THXOHBKO MOAGEXKAN K KOMHATE AEBOYEK M OTKDbLI
aseps. OGe AEBOYKHM Kpenko cnaiu. AHH, Kak Cy-
POK, CBEDHYJACH IMOA MPOCTHIHEM.

JIuk pacronkan JKopmx, nMOoToM TKHYJA AHH B
cnuny. IIpocHyBIIHMCH, IEBOYKHM YCENHCh HA KpOBAa-
TAX.

— Buictpo oxesaiirecs! — mpomrenran um [Iuk. —
Cosnue yxe Bcraer. HyaKHO TOpOIIMTHCA.

Toxy6uie rnasa JDxopmxk Giecrend, Korga OHa
oneBanach. AHH THXO NpHIraja o KOMHaTe, OThI-
CKHBasA CBOM BEIUM — KYNAJIbHHMK, JXKMHCHI, CBUTED
M Ha HOrM — BbeTHaMKH. IIpoUIIO HECKONMBKO MHM-
HYT, 1 OHM yXe OBLIH IOTOBBI.

— He ckpunure Ha JecTHMLE ceifyac, He Kall-
agiite 1 He cmeiirecsl — npenynpeaun Jxynuax,
Koraa oHM cobpanuchs B KOpuaope.

AnH mo0funa MOXMXMKATh H YACTEHBKO HEOMKH-
NAHHBIM B3PDHIBOM XOXOTa BbIZaBajla CEKpeTHbIe
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nnannl. Ho Ha 310T pas MaseHbKas AeBOYKA Bela
cebn, KAK M OCTAJIbHBIE, OYeHb THXO H OCMOTPHTEb-
Ho. IIpokpaBIINCH BHHM3 IO JIECTHHIIE K MAJICHBLKOM
BXOAHOM aBepH, AetH OecIIyMHO OTKpLLIHM ee. 3a-
TeM, OCTOPOXKXHO 3aKPbIB ee 3a cofoit, OHH HanpaBH-
JIACHL IO cajzoBoit xopokke K Kaautke. OHa Bcerpa
oTKpeIBaNace co ckpunom. Ilepenesaem, peinmnan
JEeTH.

K 3toMy BpeMeHH COJIHIE yiKe CBeTWIO ADKO, H,
XOTA OHO BCe ellle HAXOAMJIOCh HA BOCTOKE, YNe
YyBCTBOBAJIOCH €ro Teruio. He6o 610 yAMBHUTEIBHO
rony6oe, 1 y AHH aa)Ke BO3HHMKJIO TAKOe OLLyLie-
HHe, 6YATO ero TIIATEJbHO BHIMBLIHI

— Taxoe BreyartjeHHe, 4YTO He(O TOJMBKO HYTO
BEPHYJIM M3 Nnpadye4yHoif, — cKasasa oHa peGaTam.

Jetn npeICHY M OT cMexa. BpemeHamMu AHH ro-
Bopusa crpaHHble Bemu. Ho celiuac um GbLIO sCHO,
YTO AeBOYKA MMesia B BUAY. HOBBI eHBb HeC HOBO®
yyBcTBO pafsocTd. ITo rony6omy HeSy NABLIM PO30s.
Brle obiaka. Mope Gbl1o criokoitHoe u umctoe. He-:
BO3MOXKHO GLIIO M mnpeacTaBuTh cebe, KaK OHO 6yk
LLIEBAJIO HAKAHYHE.

Jxopax Halna CBOIO JIOAKY M TOLLIA 3a Tn
MOM, & MAJIBYHKH TEeM BPEMEHEM CTaJI TOATACKH
BaTh ee K Boge. And, ManbuuUK-peIGaK, OYEeHb YAHU
BuJicA, yro »xopax npumaa Tak paHo. OH yxe or
NpaBJAJICA CO CBOMid OTHOM pbI6aunTh. YBHAE!
Ixopmx, And ycMexHyacs. ‘

— Ta TOXKE moexels JOBUTH puiby? — cripoc

OH neBoYyKy. — Hy u mropm Buepa 6wuial S 1
NoAyMaJi, YTO Bbl B HEro rornaiu. :
Jla, Ml monajgd B IUTOPM, — o'rne'm.u‘{

JI)icome — Bnepen, Tum. Bnepen! 3 j

Tum pagoBainca, uto J»KOpa)k MpUIILIA 3a HUM:
paHo. OH Bcio A0pory npsirai BOKpyr Gexasiueii o6-
patHO K pebaram JXKOpPIK M 4yTh He cOHJI €e C HOT.:
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YeuneB joaky, TuM ToTYac JKe 3amnpLITHYJ B Hee H,
BCTAB HA KODPMY, BBLICYHYJ KDACHBIN A3BIK M CYHO-
POPKHO 3aBHJIAJI XBOCTOM.

— HHTepecHO, KaK y Hero eme A0 CHX IIOp
AEePKHUTCA XBOCT, — YAMBJAAJIACH AHH, IIALA Ha
nca. — Koraa-HuGyAb Thl AOBUJSCIILCA.

Ouu nonaslan K ocrpoBy. CeroaHsa rpecTH okxa-
sasochk Jerdye — mope 6bL10 cnokoitHoe. donawis 1o
octpoBa M OBOrHyB ero, pe6ATa BHIMJABLLIM HA APY-
Iy10 ero CTOPOHY.

Ha ocTpokoHeuHbIX cKanax Topyan Kopabas! Te-
nepr OH AEp)KascA NMPOYHO, He KauajicAa npu Habe-
rasieit BonHe. Kopabiap cjerka HaKpeHMJICA Ha-
6ok, 1 O6JIOMOK MauThl — Tenephb yxKe Kopoye, yeM
paHbllle, — TOPYaJ MOA YIJIOM.

— Bor oH, — B3BOJIHOBaHHO mpou3Hec J[Kynau-
aH. — BeaHuniit crapeiit kopabas! Kaxercsa, ero
onAThL U3pAAHO norpenano. Hy u rpoxor Byepa cTo-
a1, Koraa ero 6pocasio Ha Te cKaibil

— A kak MBI aoGepeMcsa a0 Hero? — CIpocHJa
AHH, MIAAA HA CKOIUJIEHMEe ONacHbIX OCTPHIX CKaJ,
OKDY>KaBILLIHX CYXHO.

Ho Dxopaxx Obwna criokoitha. OHa 3Hana 4yTh
K He KaXXAbIi ioliM BOKpyr Gepera ee MajleHbKOIO
octpoBa. JleBouka yBepeHHO paforana BecJaMH, M
(KOPO OHM MOATUILIIM TMOYTH BILJIOTHYIO K CKAJIAM,
Ha KOTOPBIX NMOKOMJICA OrPOMHBIN Kopabib.

Hetu ¢ noaku nocmorpenu Ha Kopaban. OH Gbin
Goabio¥; ropa3no GoJiblile, YeM OHH NPEACTABJIAIMN
cebe, KOraa paarifgiblBAIHM €ro C IOBEPXHOCTH BO-
abl. CyaHO NOKpbIBAMK Pa3dHooGpa3Hble PAKYIIKH U
CrJIeTeHUS KOPHYHEBO-3eJIeHbIX MOPCKHMX BOAOPOC-
neit, mopuciunmx Ha Hem. Ot Kopabaa ucxoaua
crpaHHBIl 3anax. Orpomubsle npoGouHbl B Goprax
yKassIBAIM Ha MecTa yaapos o cKajasl. Ha nany6e
Tooke okasaiauch ImnpoBouubl. KopabGabn BeIraagen
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YHBLIO M JKAJIKO, HO JUIA YeTBephIX AeTei OH Kasal-
CAl CAaMBIM MHTEPEeCHBIM O0LEKTOM Ha 3emuie.

PebaATa moaAnJABIAM K CKajJaM, Ha KOTOPHIX
nepxanca kopabas. Ilosagum naeckanucs BOJ-
Hbl. JXKOpPAK ornsanenach BOKPYT.

— Mu npussxeM JOAKY K Kopabaio, — ckasa-
Jna oHa, — a Ha naixy0y 3afepeMcs OYeHb MPOCTO —
no Gopry cyaHa. Caywait, I)xkynuaH, Habpoch-Ka

BEPEBKY C nerjeift Ha TOT OOJOMOK JOCKH, TOp4Ya-'
wuit u3 Gopra.

Ixynuan caenan, Kak npocuaa Jlxopmx. He'r-
JIA KPeINKO 3aTAHYJach, ¥ JIOAKA AepyKanach Ha MecC- '
te. J>KopmxK JOBKC, Kak o0e3absaHa, BcKkapabkaJach
no Gopry Ha cyaHo. Bce-Taku oOHa mOpa3uTeJbHO |
ymena saasath. Besen 3a Heit moaHaaucs Jxyauas:
u Iuk. AHH npuuLIOCs MOMOraTs. BcKope Bce qer;,;
BEpPO YiKe CTOAIM Ha HAKJOHUBLUEHCH na.nyﬁe :

Ona 6bL1a CKONMB3KOM HM3-3a BOAOPOCIEN, OT KO-
TOPBIX M BNPABAY HEMPUMATHO NaxJyo. AHH 3TO H§;
MOHPABHIOCE. 3

— 910 6bL1a mamyba, — ckasana IDKOPIMK, — &
BOH TAM JIIOAM TIOAHMMAJIMCh HA Hee M CITyCKa/Iu
BHYTpb Kopabna. — OHa nokasasna Ha GONIBLIUYIO AbI

Hetu mogomunu K Heit 1 mocMorpean BHuU3. T
elle COXPAHWIMCH OCTATKM JKeJe3HOro Tpamn
Jl>xopax ocMoTpesna ero.

— ITo-mMoeMy, OH JOCTATOYHO KPENKHil M nbmep ,
JKUT Hac, — 3aMeTusa oHa. — f cnyurycs nepsas;
Y xoro ects ponaps? Tam BHH3Y, KaXKeTCA, O4YeH
TEeMHO.

@oHaps okasanca y lxyauaHa. OH npoTAHyH
ero Jxopax. Heru nmpuruxau. Yro HM rosopwu, ‘
BCe-TaKH JIIOGOMBITHO MOCMOTPETh B TAMHCTBEHHYKY:
TeMHOTy OGonbluoro cyaHa. YTo OHM TaM OTBILLYTIZ
Ixopmx BKMOYMIA GOHApe M HBIDHYJa BHM3 n@f
nectHuue. et mocregoBanu 3a Heit.
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IIpu cBere doHapA BHYTPHM BCe BBITISALENO AO-
BOJILHO CTPAHHO. B HMKHHX oOTZesieHMAX Kopabnsa
NOTOJIKH, COEJIAHHBIE M3 TOJCTHIX AYOOBRIX ROCOK,
OKa3aJIMCh HHU3KHE, M [JEeTAM NPUXOAWJIOCH HAaru-
6ate rososel. ITo Bceif BUAMMOCTH, 374eCh pacroJja-
raucs Kaiotel. Ho celfuac Tpyano 6elno ckasath
3T0, HACTOJBKO BCe KPYTOM BBLIJIO 10JIOMaHO, TIPOIH-
TAHO MOPCKOI BOZAOM M MOKPHITO Bogopocaamu. He-
CMOTDPA HA TO YTO BOAOPOCTH TIOYTH YK€ BBICOXJIH,
NaxJio 31eCk U B CAMOM JieJie OTBPATHTEJBHO.

Ile'm TO MU OeJI0O NMOCKAJIB3BIBAJINCHL HA BOAOPOC-
nax, 6poaa no cyaHy. BuyTpH, ogHako, kopabab He
Kasanca takum Gonsmum. C nomoupio oHapuka
ety o0HAPYKHJIM MOA KaloTaMH GoabIIoi TpIOM.

— Ilo-moemy, 3aech XpaHHUIUCh GOYOHKHM C 30J10-
ToM, — cKaaan xkyanan. Ho, kpome Boasl u phIG,
B TPIOMe HH4Yero He oxaaasnoch! PeGaTam He yaanocs
CIIYCTUTBCA TyAa — TPIOM OBIJI MOJHOCTBIO 3aIoJ-
HEH BOJOIf, B KOTOpOi naBasia napa 6ouyek, Aa U TO
MyCTHIX.

— HasepHo, B 3Tnx GoYKax XpaHWJIH BOAY HJIH
CAJIO MJIH XKe cyxapH, — 3ametuna Jxopmk. — Jla-
BaiiTe ele pa3 CXOAMM B APYryl0O 4acTh Kopabas,
rae KaioThl. BONMBHO y>X HMHTEpPEeCHO ITOCMOTpPETh
KOMKH, HA KOTOPBIX CIaJM MOPAKH, U HA TOT CTa-
pulit mepeBAHHBIN cTya. Ilpeacrasnsere, CTOJBKO
JIeT MpPOLLJIo, a OH Bce ewre HaxoauTes 3aecs! U eure
NMOCMOTPHM, 4YTO TAM 3a NpeAMeThbl BUCAT Ha KpPIOY-
kax. OHM, KOHEeYHO, ceifyac 3ap)KaBeJli U B BOJO-
pOCIAX, HO, MOXKET, 3TO KYXOHHbIE KaCTPIOJH C IO-
cynoil!

9to 6bl1a OYeHb HEeOGBIYHAA 3KCKYPCHA MO CTa-
pomy cyany. lleTH Bce BpeMA BhICMATPHUBAJHU GOYOH-
KH, B KOTODPBIX AO/KHBI OBbIIM HAXOAUTCA 30JI0ThbIE
ciutku. Ho noxoke, 3aech He GbLIIO HM OQHOIO Ta-
Koro GouoHkal
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Onu Bomam B camyo Goasuiyio Kamoty. B yr-
Ay crosaja Kposatb. Ha Helt orabixan Goabuio#t
Kkpa6. M3 crapoit mebeau, Kaxkercs, OCTaiCA
TOJBKO CTOJ C ABYMA HOXXKamu, obpocuiuii pa-
KymkamMu. OH Jjexxan HanpoTuB KposaTtu. Ha
CTeHaX KAaloThl KPHMBO BHCEJM JAepPEeBAHHBIO
NOJKH, YKpPAlUeHHbIe TUPAAHAAMH Cepo-3eJe-
HBIX BoOJoOpocCJeif.

— HasepHo, 3TO KalTa KanuraHa, — 3aMeTHN
Ioxynanan. — Ona caman Gosbluasg. CMoTpuTe, 4T0
5TO Tam B yray?

— Crapaa uyamukal — BOCKIMKHyna AHH, B3AB
ee B pyKu. — A BOT M nonosuHKa Gmogua. Hasep-
HO, KalnuTaH cuea y cebs B KaloTe ¥ IMUJI 4Yaii, Kor-
18 CY/THO HACKOYMJIO HA CKAaJbI.

Heram crano He no ceGe npu 3Toi MBIcaU. B Ka-
1oTe 6bIJIO TEeMHO M 3aTXJO, noa 6bl1 MOKpHIHi B
cKoab3Kmit. J[KOpMK Hayaslo Ka3aThCA, YTO €€ KO-
pab6ab BRIrAAAE HAMHOIO NMPUATHEE, KOrAA4 OH Jiew
JKaJ Ha MOPCKOM JHe, YeM Ternepsb, Ha cyuiel

— IloitneMTe, — cKasaja OHA, OYHYBIUMCHL OF
cBoux Mmbicaeit. — He npasutca mue 3gecs. Koney.
HO, A TMOHMMAIO, YTO MHTEPECHO, HO B TO Ke BpeMsA
HKYTKO.

Hetu nmomn Hasax. JHKyaumaH B MocJeXHUIA pad
ocseTHa (poHapeM KOMHaTymKy. OH yxKe cobupasncs
BBIKJIIOYUTH, (GOHAPL M TOAHATHCA 32 OCTAJIBLHBLIMH
HaBepx Ha nanyfy, KaKk HeOXKHMAAHHO YTO-TO CTPaH+
HOE TIPHMBJIEKJIO €r0 BHHMAaH1e U 3aCTaBMJIO OCTAHO<
BUTbCA. ManbyuK CHOBa BKJIIOYMJI (OHAPbL M NO-
3BaJs1 pebAT: s,

— Jiil ITopoxaure HeMHOro. 3aech mKad B cTe-:
He. JlaBaiiTe nMOCMOTpHMM, MOXKET, BHYTPHM YTO- Hm
6yan ectsl

Jetn BepHyaucb. OHM YBHAEIH YTO-TO BpOJe Ma&r
JIeHbKOIO 1Kada, CAeJaHHOrO Ha YPOBHE CTEHBI Ka:
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wrel. B rnasa )xyauany cpasy Gpocuaach 3aMou-
naa ckpaxxuHa. OnHAKO KJ0Ya B Hell He GbLIO.

— BuyTpn Mmoxer yro-HMGyanb GbITh, — MPEATIONIO-
wun JDkynuad. OH MONbITAICA MAJBLIAMHE OTKPHITS Je-
PeBAHHYIO ABepLy LiKada, HO OHA He NOoAJABAIACh, —
BaKpLIT HA 3aMOK, — BbIMOIBWI OH. — KoHeuHO, Tam
WT0-TO ecThb!

— Ilo-moemy, 3aMOK 3apKaBej, — CKasaja
J>KopIXK M MONbITANTACh CaMa OTKDPBITHL ABepuy. 3a-
TEM OHA BBIHYJIA KApPMaHHBI HOX, CYHyJa ero
MeXxKay aBepleit mukada M CTEeHO#, OTOrHyJa C CH-
JI0i1 Jle3BMe HOXa B CTOPOHY, HM... HEOXKMIAHHO 3a-
mok aa3rayal Kak ona u npeanosarana, OH IOYTH
vech nporHnj. JBepua pacrnaxHyJjaach, H AeTH YBH-
AeH Ha I0JIKe HeCKOJAbKO CTPaAHHBIX INPeAMETOB.

B mkady okasanca AepeBAHHbLINA ALMK, HAIOJ-
MeHHBbI MHOIOJIeTHeH BOAOIl; JABe-TpH, IIOXOXKe,
crapble pa3MOKLIHEe KHHIHM; YTO-TO BpPOJAE CTeKJAH-
HOrO COCyAa IJIA NMHUTBhA, HAIIOJOBMHY Pa3bMTOro,
ABa-TPH HEMOHATHBIX MpeaMeTa, HACTOJBKO MCIIOP-
YeHHBIX BOJAOM, YTO TPYAHO OLIJIO ONMpeReauTh, YTO
aT0.

— Hwuuero mHTEpeCHOro, Kpome AILUMKA, — BOC-
kaukHya IxynnaH, B3aB ero B pyku. — Ho, Ha-
BEPHO, TO, UTO B HEM HAXOAHUTCHA, TOXKE He COXPaHH-
nock. Bee ke HaO NMONBITATLCA OTKPBITH €r0.

On u JI»OopAsK NONbITAJKCH BABOEM OTKDBITh 3a-
MOK ALUMKA, HA KPbILIKe KOTOpOro GblIM Bbipe3aHbl
nauunansl — T, k. K.

— ITo-mMoeMy, aTO MHMLIMAJIBI KAIIUTAHA, — CKa-
san J{ukK.

— Her, aro HHMIMAaIBI MOEro mpanpanpanpagae-
ayumikul — BOCKJAMKHYyJa J[3KOpaxK, U y Hee BApYr
saropeanch riaasa. — 5 MHoro casimana o HeM. Ero
spanu Ienpn xoH Kuppun. Bml ke 3uaere, 3TO
ero Kopababe. Moxker GbITh, 3TO €r0 JHMYHAA LUKAa-
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TyJKa, B KOTOPO# OH XpaHHJ cBOH Oymaru M QHeB-
HHUKH. J[a MBI IpocTo 06A3aHBI OTKPHITH eel

Ho TeMH MHCTpyMEHTAMH, KOTOpPBIE MMEJHCh Y
Aeteil, HeBO3MOXKHO ObLLIO OTKPHITH KPBILUKY. BCKo-
pe oHu Gpocunu 3ro 3aHATHe, U J[XKyJIHaH B3AJ ee ¢
coBoix.

— Jloma oTKpoeM, — cKa3aa oH. B rosoce ero
YyBCTBOBAJIOCh HEKOTOpOe BOJIHeHHe. — DBoabnMmeM
MOJIOTOK HMAH ewle 4TO-HHUOyAb M Kak-Hubyas OT-
kpoem. Hy, Il)xopak, BoT 310 HacToamiaa Haxoxkal

JleTH MOYYBCTBOBAJNH, YTO OHM TeNeph B CaMOM
aene obnagaloT Kakoi-ro TaliHoi. BeuIO JIM YTO-HMU-
Oyan B aumke? Ecan aa, To uto 2ke? MM mockopee
3aX0TeJ0Ch BEeDHYTHLCA JOMOM M OTKPBITH erol

IToaHABIUMCH, NO CTAPOMY JKEJIe3HOMY TpaIy,
OHHM BBHIILLNK Ha nanyoOy.

Exsa oxasaBIIKChL HaBepxy, pebATa YBHIENH,
4YTO, KpOMe HHX, 3aTOHYBLIee CYAHO, ITOXHATO!
ILITOPMOM CO AHA MODA, oGHApYKWIH U ApyTHel

— O Boxxe! Vxe mHorue puibosioBHEIE cyaHAa 08-
Hapyxuaun erol — KpuxkHya J[KyauaH, BUAA
BOKpPyr paifankue JOAKH, MOATJIBIBIINE K KO-
pabJai0, HACKOJABLKO TOJABLKO OLLIO BO3MOXKHO. Prnifa.
KH CMOTpeJH Ha Kopaluis B M3yMJIeHHMH. YBUAEB HA
naxy0e aereif, OHH CTAIH 'POMKO KPDHYaTh, NIPHBET-
CTBYHA HX:

— 91, Bu Tam! YTo 310 3a KOpAbaAL?

— OTO0 cTapoe 3aTOHYBIIIee CYAHO! — KPHKHYA

uMm JIxynuan. — Ero BeI6pocHIO Buepa BO BpeMA
mrropmal
— He rosopu um GoJsibllle HH4YEro, — CepaAUTO

obBopsasa ero J[kopmx. — 910 Mot Kopalub. 51 ne
" X0uy, 4ToOBl 3[1eCh MOABHUINCH 3eBaKHul

He ckasas Gosibllie HH CI0OBA, JETH CEJNH B JIOAKY
1 GBICTPO MOMABLIM B HANpaBJIeHHMM aoma. Bpema
3aBTpaka yxxe mpourno. UM Moram ycTpouTh JoMa
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xoporunit Harousai. Crporuit nana Jl»kopax mor aa-
e yIoKHUTh MX B nocrean. Ho passe morso 3to
sosHOBATh UX ceituac? OuM noGrIBaIK Ha Kopabae
npuseaan ¢ coboil ALMK, B KOTOPOM, BO3MOXKHO,
NeXKATH eCJIM YXK He CJIMTKH 30JI0Ta, TO MO KpaitHei
mepe xora 6bl MaJIEHbKHM 30JI0TOM CAMTOK!

Harousait oun Bce e noayuywan. M KoHedHoO,
BLILLIM H3-3a CTOJIA HANOJOBHHY ronoaHsie. Kak
ckasan aaas KBeHTHH, feTH, KOTOpbIe OMasabIBaIoT
Ma 3aBTPAK, 3aCHYKHBAIOT He ropsayeil AMYHHIBI C
BETYHHOM, & TOJBLKO TOCT ¢ Mapmeaanom. lleram
0L1JI0 JOCAXHO.

PebaTa cnpATaau ALUMK NOA KPOBAT: B KOMHAaTe
MarbYyuKOB. THMa ocTaBMAM y MajJbyMKa-pblibaka;
TOuHee, NMPUBA3AJM Ica B KOHILIE Oropoaa, MoToMy
yto And pribaunn M ceityac, HaBepHOe, B U3yMJie-
HUU CMOTPEJI Ha CTPAHHBIN KopabJb ¢ JIOAKN CBOEro
orua.

— Mpn1 moxxeM 3apaboTarh HEMHOIO AEHEr, Io-
KaapIBafg MoOAAM Kopabas, — ckasan And. U ao To-
1o, Kak 3aKOHYHJICA JeHb, MHOIO JioOuTeneil npm-
KJIOYEeHHIl yBHAENH CcTapoe CyaAHO ¢ GOpTOB MOTOP-
HbIX U APYTHX JIOAOK.

Ixopax Herogosana. Ho oHa HMYero He morja
nonenats. B KOHIE KOHLOB, Kak ckasan xynuan,
BCEM He 3aIpeTHINb CMOTpPeTh!



TJIABA LX;
SlmHUK c 3aToHyBImero KopaGas

Ilocne 3aBTpaxka neTH nMepBLIM AEJIOM INEepPeHeC-
JX AIIMK C APAroleHHOCTAMM B HaXOAMBIUUACK
B cagy capail, rae XpaHHJIMCh HHCTPYMeHThI. OHR
NMpPOCTO CrOpajJH OT HeTepPrNeHHA IOCKOopee QTe
KpbITh ero. BraiiHe Kakablili M3 HMX HaZesaJICH,
UTO B HeM HeNPEeMeHHO OKAXKYTCH KaKHe-TO co-
KpOBMILIA.

JxyamaH, yBHAEB MHCTPYMEHTBI, B3fJ CTaMe-
CKY M PelllMJl, YTO MMEHHO 3THM MOXKHO OTKDHIT)
AuMK. Ho HMHCTPYMEHT BBICKOJB3HYJ M3 DYKH R
yaapua emy no naasuam. OH nnpoSosan xeficrsoBats
APYTMMH HHCTPYMEHTAMHM, HO AILIMK He NOAAaBaj.
ca. Jletn B pacCTePAHHOCTH CMOTPEIH HA Hero.

— 1 3ual0, YTO HAMO cAeNaTh, — CKA3aaa HAKO-
Hen, AHH. — JlaBaiiTe mogHMMeMCA Ha YepAaKk K

c6pocuM ero Ha 3emii0. Mosker, TOraa OH OTKPO+
eTcH.

Hetu 3axymanuce. "'-»
— A 4TO, MOXXHO DHCKHYTb, — nocmnxxy:iﬁ
Jxxyanan. — ToasKo BOT TO, YTO TAM BHYTDH, MO-:

KeT pa3bUTHLCA WM CJIOMATLCA.
OaHaxKo HHYero Apyroro He NPUAYMATH. I[xcy.nu-‘
aH noHec AuMK Hasepx. IlognaBmINCHL Ha uepnaxy;
OH OTKDBUI OKHO. OCTA/IbHEIE CTOANM BHU3Y M JKAAd:
au. IognaryxuBmuce, JPKyJnaH BBILIBBIPHYJI €
U3 OKHA. SIIIMK C y)KACHBRIM I'DOXOTOM ynaja H
3eMJII0. iy
B TOT e MOMEHT 3acTeKJIeHHbIe ABepH Bepaﬂm.u

pacmaxHyJuCh, M M3 HUX ITyJeil BhljeTen Jmmi
KBenTus.
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— Bul uro 3aech aenaere? — 3aKpUYaT OH. —
Bpocaerecs Apyr B Apyra U3 oKHa? A 3TO 4TO BaIA-
erca?

Hdetu nocMorpenu Ha AlMK. OH Jexan Ha 3eMie
OTKDBITBLIN, M Terepb BHYTPH BHIHEJNACh METAaJLIH-
yecKasa BOAOHeNnpoHHuaemana obuinsBka. Yo 6b1 HHM
6LLIO B 3TOM LIMJIMHADE, 3TO He MOIJIO MCNIOPTHTHCHA!
Bee nomxHO 61110 OCTAaThCA CyXHM!

Inx noabexxan K AIMKY.

— §I cnpanmBalo, YTO 3TO BANAETCA HA 3emne? —
NOBTOPUA AARA M nopowen K Juky.

— [Ha... TaK, Koe-4to. J10 Haiue, — NpoBopMo-
tan JIuK, KpacHes.

— Tax BOT, A 3TO camMoe ¢Koe-utros 3abepy, —
ckasan aaaa. — Taxk mHe nomeruars! Haiite cioaa.
I'ne BuI ero Ba3sn?

Hetn momuamu. [aaa Tak paccepaMJICA, UTO
YyTh OYKH C HOCA He YTIAIH.

— TI'ne BBl 310 B3AAN? — DPABKHYJ OH M CYPOBO
NOCMOTpeJI HA ETOABLUYIO PAAOM C HUM AHH.

— Ha xopa6ae, — ucrryraHHo npo6opMmorana ae-
BOUYKA.

— Ha kopabne? — yausunca aaaa. — Ha cra-
pOM 3ATOHYBILIEM CyAHe, BbIOPOILIEHHOM BuYepa
wropmom? S casiman o Hem. Bel uTo, 6bi1H TAM?

— a, — orsBerun uk. B 3TOT MOMEHT K HUM
noxoruen Jxyaunax.

Bua y Hero 6bl1 MCyTaHHBIN. Y2KACHO, €CJIH AA-
A BO3bMET AINMK HMEHHO TOraa, Korga yAajoch
ero OTKPBITh. A OAAA Tak M caenan!

— B ammKe MOXKeT OKa3aThCA 4YTO-HHOYAL BaXK-
Hoe, — CKa3asJ OH M B3Ax ero y JIuka. — Bel He
HMeJIM IpaBa COBATH HOC HA 3aTOHYBIIMN KopabJb.
Be1, MOXET, B3AJIH YTO-TO LIEHHOe.

— Jla, HO 310 MoOit KOopa6as! — BhI3BIBaIOLE BOC-
xiukuHyna Jxopaxk. — Ilana, nosxkanyiicra, mo-
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3BOJIb HAM OCTABHTH AIIMK y ceGa. HamM ToabKO 4uTO
YAQJIOCh OTKPHITH ero. Mul momymasnu, BADYr TaM
OKAKeTCA 30JI0TOM CAMTOK WM elue 4To-Hubyabh Ta-
xoe!

— 3oy1oToM CIINTOK, — (BIpKHYJN orenr. — Pebe-
Hok! B TakoM ManeHBKOM ALIMKe HHUKOraa Gbl He
cranu xpaHuTh noxobHele Beruu! Ckopee Bcero, TaM
3aITHCH O TOM, 4TO cTaso co cantkamul S Bcerma
CUMTAaJ, YTO 30JIOTO KyJa-TO AOCTABUJIH, & Kopabis,
yxe 6e3 rpysa, norepney KpylleHHe Ha BbIXOJe M3
sannsal

— Hy nana, nanouyka, noxanyiicra, MycTh
ALIMK OCTAHETCA Y HAC, — IIOYTH CO CJIe3aMH YMO-
nana orua JHxopax. OHa BAPYr IOHAJA, YTO B HEM
HaxogaTca OymMaru, KOTOphle MOIJIM II0BeAaTh 0
TOM, KyAa aesasioch 3osaoro. Ho nana, He cka3as HY
CJI0BA, MOBEPHYJICA W HANPABWICA B JOM, YHOCH 0
coBoif OTKpEITHIN, PA3JIOMAHHBII ALMK, B Ko'ropou
1106JIeCKUBAJT JKEeCTAHOMN LATHHAD.

AHH pacrulakanack.

— He cepauTech Ha MeHA 3a TO, YTO A CKa3aJR
eMy, re Mbl B3fJIM ALIUK, — XHbIKaJa OHA. — Il0e
xauyiicra, Hy npoury sac. OH Tak cTporo cMoTpef
Ha MeHA. OH MeHd NPOCTO BHIHYAWJ NMPHU3HATLCAH.

— Bce B nmopaake, ManbllIKa, — YCITOKOHJ 64
JKyauaH, noJoKUB PyKy eif Ha myedo. OH 6bia »
apoctv. MajpyMK CYHTAJN, 4YTO AAAA TIOCTYITHA
OYeHb HecrpaBeInBO, 3a6paB y HUX AMWMK. — Ciy-
miaiite, s 3T0 TaK He OCTaBJaI0. Bce paBHO MBI 00y~
AeM ALIMK U MOCMOTPHM, 4YTO TaM. J[2Kopak, s yBe-
PeH, oTell He CTaHeT C HUM BO3UThCA. OH onATL Ha.
YHeT MHuCaTh CBOIO KHHry u 3abyaer npo Hero. H
BBDKAY MOMEHT, 3aiily K HeMy B KaGHHeT M BO3bMY
ALUMK, faXKe eCIM OH IoiiMaer MeHA u oruurenaet)

— Xopomio, — cornacunacs Jxopmx. — Mu
6yneM caeauTh, KOraa OH Buliizer u3 KabuHera.
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Hrak, neTH yCTAHOBHIM noodyepenHoe Habuone-
nne. Ho Bor Gena — aana KseHTHH ocTaBajca y ce-
6a B xabuHere Bce yTpo. Tera MaHHK yaAUBIAANACH,
BHAA TIOCTOAHHO B CaAy, & He Ha IUIAYKe TO OAHOrO,
T0 Apyroro peGeHKa.

— IlouemMy BBl He KymnaeTech MJHM He HMrpaere
BMecTe? — cmpocuna oHa. — BmI 4TO, MoOCCOpH-
auce?

— Her, — otBernn JInk. — Bosce Her. — Ho
He CKa3aJ TeTe, IIoYeMy OHH KPYTHJIHCh B CALY.

— Taoit oreny korna-Hubyas Beliizer orryna? —
cipocun oH J[XKOpAXK, KOraa mpuiuesn ee yepes. —
ITo-moeMy, OH BeseT He3nOPOBLI o6pa3 JKHU3HMH.

— VYvueHnle Bce Takue, — oObacHuag JKopmK,
Kax 6yaro suana o Hux sce. — Ho, 3Haeius, MoXxer
ObiTh, OH AHeM Oyzer criatb. AHOrAa aTo ¢ HUM Obi-
Baer!

Ouem JKyamaHa OCTABMJIM AEXKYPHTH B cany.
OH cen nox AepeBO M OTKPBLT KHHry..CrycTa HeKo-
TOpoe BpeMs MAJIBYHK YCJBILIAJ CTPAHHBIA 3BYK,
3aCTAaBUBIUMI ero oropBaThCA OT KHHUru. Jxyanan
cpa3y Bce roHsl

— 910 aaaa Ksentun xpanutrl — ckasaax OH
s3sonHOBaHHO. — Jlal A uTO, ecin npobpaTncs Ye-
pe3 CTeKJAHHBIE ABePH H B3ATH ALIUK?

MaJbyHK HEe3aMeTHO MNOAKPAJICA K OKHAM H
JarJAHYJ BHYTPb KOMHaThl. OnHa u3 asepeit Gni-
Na TIPHOTKPBITA. I[?KyJMaH OTBODMJ ee ellle 4YyTh
nowupe. ana nexan B yaoOHOM Kpecie, ClAerka
OTKpeIB poT. '1asa y Hero Oniau 3aKpuITBI. OH
kpenko cnan! Ilpu kaxxaoM B3xoxe paszaBajiCs
xpar.

«Kaxxercsa, oH B caMOM Jejie CIIHT, — IOAYMAJ
MatbuuK. — SmmK crour nosdaau Ha crose. Hano
PMCKHYTb. BOT y3X BJIeTMT MHe, eCJIM OH moiimaer.
Ho Huyero He noxenaeius!s

79



JIKyJInaH THXOHBKO Bowien B KabuHer. llaaa
xpanea. MansuMK Ha LBINOYKAX MpOLIET MHMO
KpecJia, B KOTOPOM CNajx AAAA, ¥ B3AA ALIMK.

HeoxxuaanHo OT ALIMKA OTIOMMWICA KYCOK Zepe.
Ba H ynaia Ha noal [Iana samesenwica B Kpecje H
OTKDBUI rjasa. 3aTauB ALIXaHHE MAJBYHUK C OBICT.
poTOi MOJIHMH NMPHCEN 38 CIIMHKOM KpecJa. .

— Yro Takoe? — yCABIIAT OH XAAMH IOJIOC
JxkynuaH He ABHraicsa. 3aTeM, YCTPOMBLIHCH
noyanobHee B Kpecse, AAAA CHOBA 3acHyJ. Bckope
pa3gajica PoBHLIM xpar.

«¥Ypal — noayman Ixymman. — Onare ycHyals.

Jepxa AMK B DPyKax, MAJbYHK OCTODOXKHO
BCTA M HA LLIMOYKAX MPOKpaica K asepu. Bui-
CKOJB3HYB M3 KabuHera, OH mnoBexxan no canobof
popoxkke. JDKyauaH nake He JOrafgajiCA CIPATATh
aumk. EMy xoTenoch rockopee NMpUHECTH M ITOKA-
3aTh ero pebaraml

Jpyaba 3aropasid Ha ILISXKe.

— IIpuser! — kpuxkuyn Ixynmuan. — Ilpuser|
51 nocran ero!l S aocran erol

JleT BCKOYMJHM, CEJIH HA IECOK U 3aBOPOXKEHHO
YCTaBHUJIMCh Ha AIIMK B pykax Jxyauaua, 3alois
Raxe, uTo Ha e Obiau moau. lxyanan Gpocun
AILUMK HA NMECOK U YCMEXHYJICA.

— TBoit oreny cnan, — coobmuua on Jxopax.
— Tum, He auxu Mena. J[Kopaxk, xoraa A 3a.
6pasica B Ka6MHET M B3AJ HALIMK, OT HEro Heo-
JKMAAHHO OTKOJOJCA KYCO4YeK, OH yrana Ha mnoa
u paabyana orual

— DBosxe moitl — Bockauxkuyna xopmx. — H
410 norom?

— § nopoxkpan 3a KpecjaoM, MOKA OH He YCHYR
cHOBa, — pacckasuiBan J[)KyamaH. — A 3aTeM BhI-
Gexxan. Hy, nasaifTe mocMOTpMM, YTO TaM BHYTDH.
TBOit oTew BPAAR MM yHKe 3arJAAALIBAI TYAA.
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JeAcTBUTENBHO, AAAA K ALIMKY €llle He MOACTY-
nanca. Mecranoit koureitnep 6uun uen. Ilponexas
AOJIC'HE FOALI B CHLIPOCTH, OH NMOKDBUICA DMKABYHMHOMN.
Kpriiika npusierasa Tax NJIOTHO, YTO, KA3aJ0Ch, €e
HEBO3MOXKHO CABMHYTh C MECTa.

Ho emsa Dxopmx Hauyana cockpebaTe c Hee
PKABYHMHY NEPOYMHHBIM HOXXHYKOM, KDBIIIKA CTA-
Ja TMOHEeMHOry ABHrathca. MHHYT dYepea nATHazn-
LATb OHA BBICKOYHJAl

Hetn ckaormanck Hag Gankoit. BHyTpH nexaio
HECKOJIBKO JIMCTOB CTApHHHOM GyMarm M Kakaa-To
KHMra B YyepHo# ofnoixKe. Bosbuie Huyero He GuLIO.
Hu oanoro camrtka 3onoral Hukaxkux coxposuil
Ietn ObLIM CIerKa pa3o4apoBaHbI.

— Hapno xe, coBeplUIEHHO CyXHe, — YAMBJIAACH,
ckasan JDxynaunan. — HuuyyToukn He Hamokau. B
JECTAHKe BCe OTJAMYHO coxpaHujaock. — OH B3sfn
KHHTY M OTKDBIJ ee. — OTO AHEBHHUK TBOEro
npanpanpanpageayuIKu, KOTOpui#t OH Bes BO Bpe-
MA IJIaBAHHUA, — CKAa3aJ Malb4yuK. — S easa am
CMOTry NMPOYUTATH TO, YTO TAM HANMHCAHO. BykBhI Ta-
KHe CMeIlHbIe ¥ MaJIeHbKHe.

Jxopax B3Asa MOMKEATEBIIHNA OT BpeMEHH JIMCT
TOJICTONO fepraMeHTa H, PA3/IOXKHB. €ro Ha Iecke,
crana paccmarpusath. OCTaNbHEIE TOXKE IOCMOTpe-
au Ha auct. Ho aeTH HuKax He Moram pasofpars,
yto TaM G6ulr0. IToxoxke, 310 GbIa ILIAH.

— Moixker, 310 nuIaH Kakoro-Hubyas mMecra, Ky-
1a OH ROKeH Ouur ornpaBuThca? — ragan xyau-
aH. Ho neoxxnnanHo y JIIKOpIK 3aApoKaay PyKH, B
KOTOPBIX OHA aepokana Gymary. I'nmasa y Hee ApDKO
pasropesauch, KOrga OHa rnocMorpena Ha pebart. e-
BOYKA OTKPbLIA POT, HO HUYEro He cKasaja.

— YT0 Cc TOGOIU? — yamuBieHHO cripocua ee Jxy-
JIH'?}I. — Yro cayunnocs? Tel 4TO, A3BIK MPOrJIOTH-
Ja
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Jxopamx nmomMorasa royoBoit ¥ GRICTPO 3aroBOpH-
Jaa:

—xynmuan! 3Haems, 4TO 3T0 Takoe? OTO ILIAH
MOero 3aMKa, craporo 3amMxKa KuppuH, Koraa OH
611 eme uen. Ha Hem noxkasano noasemensel A sor
NOCMOTPHTE, TNOCMOTPUTE TOJbKO, YTO HAITMCAHO B
yriy miaHa noasemenbal — JIpoalmM NaabLEM
OHA yKasaja MecTo B rnuaHe. J[eTH, CKJIOHHMBIINCE,
paccMaTpMBAJIH, YTO HamucaHo Ha Gymare. Crapusn-
HbIMH OyKBaMH Ha nuaHe OBLIO HAITMCAHO CTPAaH-
Hoe c10B0 — «INGOTSs.

— Y710 310 3HaYHT? — yausunach AHH. — Hu-
KOrza He BCTpeYasa TAKOro CJIOBa.

Ho mansuynkaM oHO GbLIO 3HAKOMO.

— Cantxku! — saxpuvan Iuk. — a? 3ro sBens
MoryT OuITh 30/10ThIe CIMTKH. Pauble Tak Bcerga
HA3BIBAJIM 30JI0TO.

— IlouTH BCE CAMTKM META/UIOB TAK HA3LIBAIOT, —
ckasan JHKysmaH, KpacHess OT BOJHeHHMA. — Ho Mm
e 3HaeM, ¢ Kopafiia mponaio 3oioTo. BriorHe Bepo-
ATHO, YTO ¢CJAHTKHM® M O3HAYAET ¢30JI0TO». Doke
moii! IloxymaTs TOJNBKO, OHO, HaBepPHO, BCE elle
cnpATaHo rae-HHOyAbL B noaseMenbAX 3amMka Kup-
pun. xopmx! Ixopax! Beas aro Tax mHTEpecHO!

Jxopax kKusHyJa rososoit. OHa Bca apoxkana
OT BOJHEHHA.

— Tonsko 661 HAaM HaiiTH erol — 1ernrrana oHa. —
Tombko 6b1 HaliTul

— Ms&1 noMizeM XOpOILIEHBKO, — BOCKJMKHYJ
Jxynuan. — Koneuno, HaliTu ero TpyaHO, 3aMOK
paspyiueH u coBceM 3apoc. Ho Bce paBHO MBI Haii-
aeM 310 3oin0T0. Kakoe Kpacusoe CJIOBO — «CJIMT-
Kue. Cantknl Caurknl

3By4Yasio OHO AaXKe 3aMaH4YuBee CJIOBA ¢30JI0TOS.
O 3onore Gosblile HUKTO He IOBOPHJ. Y BCex Ha
A3BIKE BEPTEJIOCh TOJBKO — ¢CIHUTKH». TuM He mor
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NOHATb, NMOYeMy OHM ObLIM TaK B3BOJHOBAHHBI. OH
BWIAJI XBOCTOM M TILETHO NBITAJICA JHU3HYTh TO OJA-
HOro, 1o apyroro. Ho Bnepsnle HUKTO He ofparuan
Ha Hero BHUMaHuA. OH HUKAK He MOr NOHATH Ioye-
My M Yyepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs CeJl B CTODOHKe, OT-
BEDHYBILMCH OT AeTeil, OMyCTHB YILIH.

— O#t, noraaaure Ha 6egHoro Tumoru! — BOC-
KaAuKHyaa Hxopax. — OH He nmoHMMaer, nmoyeMy
Mul Takue B3byaopaxeHHsle. Tuml! Tum, aoporoii,
BCe B TOpAAKEe, Thl HH B YyeM He nposuHuicaA. Oii,
TuM, MBI Teneps BIAJEEM CAMBIM MHTEDECHBIM CEK-
perom B mupe!

THM BCKOYMJI C MecTa M 3aBHUaAN XxBocTtoM. Jo-
BOJILHEIN, YTO HA Hero CHosa o6paTWJIH BHHMaHUe,
OH TOCTABMJI JIANY HA APAroueHHbIH niaaH. eru ax-
HYJIY OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH.

— Boixe moiil Tonsko 6u1 He nopsanl — ckasan
Ixyaunan. Haxmypus 6poBH, OH ITOCMOTpEN Ha ApY-
3eff. — A 4TO AenaThb C AIMKOM? — CITPOCHJ OH. —
Beap TBOHt oOTenm, JIKOpAXK, KOHEYHO BCTIOMHHUT O
HeM? Hy»XHO BepHYTh €ro Ha IpeKHee MecTO.

— Ha, Moxer, Bo3bMeM cebe muiaH? — npemio-
xun quk. — Ecau aana He cMoTpean AIUMK, TO OH
He 3HAeT, YTO B HeM HaxoauJaock. OCTanbHOe HEMH-
TEPECHO: TAM TOJIBKO CTAPLIft THEBHMK M HECKOJBbKO
nucem.

— Ha Bcakuit cayuat gasaiitTe nepepucyem
UIaH, — npeaaoxua J[uk. — 3aTeM NOJOXKHUM TIO-
JUIMHHBIA TUIAH B AIUMK M BEPHEM ero Ha MeCTO.

Oro OblIa NMpeKpacHaa MBICJB, C HEH Bce COrJa-
cunuchk. et BepHyaucs B KHDpDHH-KOTTEK H
TILIATEJBHO CPMCOBANIHM ILIAH. Jlenanu OHHM 3TO B Ca-
pae, YTOOBI HUKTO MX HE MOT YBHAEThb. 310 Obla He-
ob6bryHbIN miad. OH cOCTOAN M3 Tpex yacTei.

— B 3roit yacTH nokasaHbl NMOA3EMENbA B 3aM-
Ke, — ckasan JDxyauaH. — A 3TO IUIaH IIEepPBOro
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araxxa. A aro — BepxHelt yactu. ITo-moemy, B Te
BpeMeHa 310 6uw10 Kpacusoe mectol Iloa 3aamkoMm Bea-
Zie TIPOXOAAT Nnoa3eMHble xoasl. Mory crioputs — 310
6bLTH Y2KACHO HMHTepecHnle mecta. HO Kax Tyaa cny-
CKaIMCh Juoau?

— VeuauM, Koraa nonoapobHee U3YYUM ITUIAH, —
orperuna Ixopmx. — Celtuac mMHoroe Hescuo. Ho
KOraa MblI BO3bMEM IJIAH M M3yYMM ero Ha Mecrte,
BO3MOXKHO, TOra HaM YAACTCA y3HATh, K&K IIpo-
HHUKHYTH B nojg3eMeNibe. Y MEHA TAKOe YYBCTBO, YTO
TaKaa MCTOpHA, KAK C HAMH, HU C KeM U3 peGAT He
NPUKJIIOYANach.

AKKYpDaTHO CJIOKMB CDMCOBAHHBIN  1IaH,
JIxyauaH CyHyJ ero B KapMaH AXXMHCOB, 4YTOOBI
He mnorepaTh. Bymara O6wbina ueHHas. Ilorom on
NMOJIOXKUJI B ALIMK HACTOALIMIN MJIAH M B3TJAAHYJ
Ha JIOM.

— Kak 6b1 Ternepr BepHYTh ero Ha Mmecto? —
cipocun oH. — JXXOpmxK, MoKeT, TBOM mama Bce
eute cnut?

Ho oren yxxe npocuyaca. K cuacteio, OH He
BCioMHMA o0 Ammke! JIXKyauaH yJaydMa MOMEHT,
KOrga namna IpUILea B CTOJOBYIO, Iie BCe CeMU ITHTh
yatt. N3BMHUBIINCHL, MAJBYUK BEILIEA H3-3a CTOJA
H, TIPOCKOJL3HYB B KabWHeT, IMOCTaBMJ SALIMK Ha
cToa 3a Kpecsom!

BepHyBlUNCh, OH MOAMHTHYJ APY3bAM, H T€ YC-
noxousauck. Oun Gosnucek aanio Kseuruna. UM Hu-
KAK He XOTeJIOCh NTONajaTh Ha CTPAHHMLLI er0 KHUT O
IUIOXMX AeTAX. AHH 3a CTOJIOM He BhLIMOJBMJIA HHU
cioBa. JleBouka odeHb Gosasnack nMpoBOJTATHCA PO
TumoTu u AammK. OcTaNbHbIe TOXKE MOBOPUJIH MAJIO.
IToxa nuau yait, 3a3BOHKUI TesedOH, M TEeTA BHILILIA
M3 KOMHAThI. BcKOpe OHa BepHyJIach.

— 9710 Te6a, KBenTHn, — coofumna oHa. —
OueBnaHo, crapelif Kopa6ap MHOrMX 3aMHTEpPECO-
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pai. Kaxue-1o moan U3 JOHIOHCKOMN raseTsl XOTeau
6ul moBHAATHECA ¢ TOGON M IIOMOBODHTE.

— Cxaxxu, 4TO A BCTpPeYych C HUMH B 6 uacos, —
orpetin aana Keenrun. et ¢ Tpesoroiil nepernsny-
auck. OHH HALEAINCh, YTO AAAA He CTAHET NOKA3HI-
BaTh JKYPHAJIMCTAM AIIMK. B npOoTHBHOM cayuae
TaifHA CIIPATAHHOIO 30JI0TA MOIJIA BHIILIBITH HAPY-

— 310poBO, 4TO MBI cpucoBanu raanl — cxasan
xynuan nocae easl. — Ho Teneps s, Kaxercsa,
OYEHb JKAJIEI0, YTO Mbl OCTABMJIM HACTOALUMM IuIaH
B mm:ne. KTro-Hubyas MOXKeT nOorazaThCa O Haluesk
TaiiHe



TJIABA JECATASA
YAMBHTeAbHOE NpPeAAOIKEeHHe

Ha cnenyoimiee yTpo Bce rasersl GbIJIM 3aroyHe-
HBl HeoObIYaHbIMM COOOILLEHHAMH O CTAPMHHOM
CyAHe, BLIOPOLIEHHOM HAa CKaJhl BO BpeMA LITODMA.
JKypHanuCThl BHEINBITANH Y AAAN UCTOPHIO O 3aTO-
HyBlIIeM Kopalie M norepaHHOM 3ojote. Hekoro-
phle Ja)ke TONBLITAJIMCh BBICAXMTBCA HA OCTpPOBE
Kuppun u chororpadpnposars pa3BaJIMHB 3aMKa.

JIlxopmx Heronosasa.

— 910 MOt 3aMOK! — OTYaAHHO TBepAUJA OHAa
mame. — 910 Mot octpos! Tsl rosopuna, on Gyaer
mouM. Tel rosopuna, rosopuaal

— 3uaio, opax, aoporas, — yCIoKausajia ee
mama. — Ho THI e gosmxHa noHats. C oCTpPOBOM
HUYero He CJIYYHTCH, ecam tyaa GyayT mpueaxkaTs
miogu. I ¢ 3aMKOM TOXe HHYEero CTPALUIHOI0 He
npousoiiner, ecau ero 6yayr dororpadbupoBaTh.

— Ho s He xo4y, — He YCIOKAauBaJaCh
Ixopmx. OHa xoamaa MpayHaA, HaxyB ryGbl. —
On moit. ! xopa6as Moit. Tel Bcerga Tak roBopuJa.

— Hla, HO A He QyMana, 4TO ero BeIGPOCHT Ha cy-
ury, — obpacHAna mama. — Ilolimu, xopmx. Uro
3/1eCh TAKOIO, €CJM JIIOAM XOTAT IIOCMOTPeTbh KO-
pabas? Tl :xe He MOXKellIb KM MOMEIUATb.

Kouneuno, [[»xopa He MorJja nomeuiath M Io-
3TOMYy 3aujaach eumie Goabure. YIHUBHTENbHO, KAK
BCe 3aMHTEPEeCOBAIMCH BHIODOILIEHHBIM HA CYLIy KO-
pa6aem. Ho u octpos KuppuH, Takum o6pa3oM, Toxe
craHoBHICA 00beKTOM BceoOlero BHuManusA. JloGo-
NBITHRIE CHE3XKANNCH CO BCeil OKPYTH IIOCMOTPETh Ha
Hero, a prIfaKky pasbICKAIH TOT Y3KHI IIPOXOA H I1e-
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pPeBO3MJIM Ha ocTpoB Jiogeii. [HKop/K peigana B OT-
yaaHuH. JKyauaH crapajica YyCIIOKOHTD ee.

— Hocaywait, I)xopax, BeAb HUKTO He 3HAET
o namedt raltne. Ilomomnem, mnoxka yaaAryrca
CTPACTH, ¥ TMOEeAEeM TOTrAa HA OCTPOB MCKATh CJMT-
KH. :

— Ecau KTo-HuOyab He HaliieT X paHsble Hacl
— BockaukHyna JDxopmx, BeiTHpaa riaasa. OHa
anunach Ha ce0A 3a CBOM CJjIe3bl, HO KAK TYT He 3a-
ruiaveius|

— Ho xax ouu HaiiayT ux? — yGexxnan ee Iy-
anaH. — fmuka emre HUKTO He Buaen! I momsiTa-
I0Ch BBITAILLIMTHh K3 ALIMKA IMJAaH, 4TO0bBI HUKTO He
y3HaJ 0 Heml

Ho ocyuiecTBuTh 3TO eMy He yaanocs. Cayununocs
HeuTO yxacHoe. laaa KBeHTHMH npogaa crapblit
AIMK KAKOMY-TO YeJIOBEKY, KOTODBIA CKyNnas aH-
tuKkBapHble Beu! CrycTa napy AHelt rnocse Hauas-
LIErOCA AXKMOTAXKA OH BhILIEJA M3 CBoero KabuHera u
¢ cusoweit yaeibkoit coobiuua o6 arom Tere @aHHU
1 AeTAM.

— 1 coBeplIMJ OYeHb YAAYHYIO CAECJKY C 3THM
YeJIOBEKOM, — CKA3aJI OH )KeHe. — ThI Beab 3HaewIb
npo CTapbiff BOAOHENMPOHHMLIAEMBIN AMIMK ¢ Kopal-
aa? Tak BOT, 3TOT napeHb cobMpaeT CTAPMHHLIE Be-
wu. OH aan MHe 3a Hero O4YeHb NMPHUINYHYIO CYM-
my. OueHp NPUANYHYIO, NOBePb. Boabiue, uem s
HazeancAa noayuyuth 3a KHuryl Kak Tonsko on
yBHAEJX CTAphIfl IIaH M THEBHHK, OH TYT e CKa-
3aJ1, YTO KYTIHT BCIO KOJLIEKLHIO.

et B ykace cmoTpeny Ha Hero. fumk npoaas!
Tenepr KTO-TO YBMAMT INJAH M AOrajgaercs, 4YTO
o3nauaet caoBo ¢« INGOTS». Vake Bce raseTsl nepe-
CKAa3aJM HCTOPHMIO O npomnasiieM 3ogore. Jloboii
coo06pasuT, 4YTO MOKA3AHO HA IIJIaHe, eCJIH XOpo-
ILIEHbKO IMOCMOTPHT.
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et He pelIMINCh paccKas3aTh Aaae KseHTHHY
0°TOM, 4TO0 MM 6nU10 H3BecTHO. KoHeuHo, ceituac on
yamibanca u ofelan KYIHTh MM HOBRIE CeTH AAA
JIOBJIM KPEBETOK M HAXYBHON CNAacaTeJbHbI njor.
Ho paas 4acTo MEeHAJ PelIeHHA M CTPAIIHO paccep-
auncs 6ul, yanas, uro J[KyauaH, roka OH Craju, or-
KDBIBAJ ALIHK.

OcTaBlUINCL OXHM, AeTH cTamu o6CY:KAaTh Ciay-
ynsineecs. J[eiCTBUTENBLHO, AEI0 OYEHb CepLe3HOe.
Moxer, rocsaruts Terio Panuu B Tatny? Ho ato
ObLIAa TAKAA YyAecHas, npocto OeclieHHAsA TaiiHa,
YTO OHM He DPelIWINCh PAcCCKa3aTh O Helf.'

— Hocaymatirel — ckasan HaxkoHen Dxymman. —
Jasaitre norrpocuM TeTi0 PaHHM OTITYCTHTH HAC HA OC-
TPOB Ha Napy AeHLKOB — C HOYeBKON, KoHeuHo. Toraa'
y Hac Gyaer BpemMa no0poauTh MO 3aMKy, ITOCMOT-
peTh, YTO TAM MOXKHO HAMITH. A TYPHCTOB 4epe3 napy
AHel yxe TOouHO He Oyaer. Moxer, MBI onepeaum
Tex, KTO Aoragajca o Haiuelt raliHe. B KoHue KOH-
1I0B, YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIN KYTIM ALMK, MOXKeT He J0-
AYMATBCA, YTO 3TO ILIAH 3aMKa Kuppun.

JleTH HEMHOrO OYKHMBHJIMCh. YKACHO OLLIO CH-
nerb Ge3 mena. M kak ToapKO OHM paspaforanu
maH aefcreuit, Ha Ayie y HHX crano jaerde. OHu
PeLUINJIM MONPOCHTH PA3PEILeHUA Y TeTH CHe3AUTH B
BBIXOZHBIe Ha ocTpoB. Iloroza crosja mpexpacHas.
Byzner ouens Becesno. Ouu BO3BMYT ¢ cOBON YTO-HHU-
6yAb T0eCTh.

Korna pe6ara npuuumm K tere, aaaa KseHTHH
6eL1 pagoM. OH onATs yALIGAICA H Ja)Ke IOXJIONnat
Ixyanana 1o cnuHe.

— Hy-c! —BocKauKHYM OH. — C yeM mnokasosa-
na penerauuna?

— M=l npocto xorenn nonpocuTh Terio VaHHU
Koe 0 yeM, — BexxauBo orsetua xyanan. — Tera
®aunuu, cetuac crout xopowasa roroxa. Ilowaryii-
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cTa, paspelllnTe HAM CHe3JUTh HA BLIXOAHBIE Ha OC-
tpoB Kuppun, noryiaars Tam napy AeHbKOB. 3Hae-
Te, KAK HAM TOHPABWJIOCH Tam!

— Xopomo, a TH 410 AyMaems, KBeHTHH? —
CIIPOCHJIA TeTH, FJIAAA HA MYXKA.

— Ecan xouerca, nycTs eqyT, — OTBETHJ AALA
Ksentnn. — Ckopo y HuX He OyaeT Taxkoil BO3MOMK-
HoctH. Jloporme MOM, MHe CAEJAIH BeJIHKOJIEITHOe
npenyoxenne Hacyer ocrpopa Kuppun! Oaun ueno-
BEK XOYeT KYTIUTh €r0 M MePecTPOMTh 3aMOK B OTeNIb —
NPeBPATHTB OCTPOB B AOXOAHLI IIPA3MIHMYHBIN yToIok!
Yo BHI xrymaere o6 arom?

Bce yeTBepo C y»KacoM yCTABWIMCH Ha yJabifalo-
werocA aagio. K1o-tro cofupaeTcA KynuTh OCTpPOB!
Hey»xenu ux raitna packpruita? Heyskenu Tor ueso-
BeK, KOTODBIf XOYeT KYIHUTh 3aMOK, IIOCMOTpeJ
IUIaH M TIOHAJ, YTO HA OCTPOBE CIIPATAHO MHOIO 30-
nora? IXOpmx 4yTh He 3aKOXHyAach. I'1a3a ee ro-
penn.

— Mawmal Kax »xe BHI MOXXeTe NMpOAaTh MO OCT-
pos! Kaxk ke Bhl Moxere npoaaTh Mol 3amok! S He
M03BOJIIO MX TMPOAATH.

Oren I»xopax moOMpavHe.

— He raynn, xopmxuHa, — CKas3ajlx OH. —
O10 He TBOE, M THI 310 3Haems. OcTPOB ¢ 3aMKOM
npuHamIeXKUT Mame. EcrecTBeHHO, eif GBI XOTen0Ch
NpoAaTh MX, €CaH caydall noasepHerca. Ham oueHs
HYXXHBI AeHbrn. EciM MBI IIpoAaguM oCcTpOB, y Te6aA
6yzeT MHOIO XOpPOILUHMX Beruei.

—He uy»xxHEI MHe 3TH Xxopourue Bemul — ruia-
kana Gequsmxka Jxopmk. — Camele sydynme sety —
aro Moit 3amMoK u ocrpos. Mamal Mamouxal ITomuuin,
Tl rOBOpUJA, 4YTO OHM Gyayr moumu. Tul Beas no-
munb? S sepuna ree.

— Jxopmk, aoporas, A MMeJa B BHAY, YTO Thl
MOXeIllb Mrpath TaM. Morsa JM A NoAyMAaThb, YTO

89



OHM GYAYT 4ero-to CTOMTh? — PACCTPOEHHEIM IOJQe
cOM cKasana mamMa. — A Teneps BCe M3MEHHJIOCH
ITane npeanoxunu xopouIyio uLeHy, ropaszo Goay
e, yeM MhI Aymanu. Passe MBI MO)XKeM OTKa3a

— 3HauuT, BBl OTAAIH €r0 MHE TOJLKO IIOTOMY,
yTO0 OH OLLT HMKOMY He Hy»XeH? — crnpocush
Joxopmk. JIuio ee BRITAHYIOCH M nobaemHeno. — A
Terneps Bl Y3HAJH, YTO €0 MOXKHO NMpOAAaTh, U o1l
paere ero y MeHs. Beas 310 y:KacHo. 910, 310... HEWe
CTHO. ¥

— Xsarur, J>xopaKkHuHA, — IIpepBaJ ee CEPAHN
oren. — I nmocoBeToBaJ 3o mame. Thl emmte peGeHOR
Mama He npuaaBasa HHKAKOIO 3HA4YEHHMA OfeIlfs
HHIO, Korza ckasana tefe o6 atoM. OHA IIpOCTO X0«
Tena caenath tefe npuatHoe. Thl Beas npexpacnyd
3Haelllb, YTO Tebe JOCTAHETCA TBOA AOJA M Thl Gy
Jelllb UMETh BCe, YTO 3aXO0uelllb.

— Hu nenuu He Bo3sMy! — orseruaa Jxopmm,
THXMM CAABJEHHBLIM IOJOCOM. — BhI mOXKaJseere,
4YTO NMPOAAJTH €ro.

JeBouka nosepHynachk u nofpesa M3 KOMHaTH,
Heram 6bLI0 ee OYeHb KAMKO. OHM MOHMMATH, Kan
eii cefiuac nioxo. OHa BOCIpPHHHMAJIA BCE OYEHb
Beepres. JKyauaH CYMTAN, YTO JeBOYKA COBEpILIIEeHs
HO He noHumaert B3pocasix. Co cTrapLIMMU He CTOHT
pyratsca. OHM Bce PaBHO cAesaloT no-ceoemy. Ecam
OHH permunau oro6pars y J[XKOpI)K OCTPOB M 3aMOK,
TO yk orGepyT. Ecain 3axorenu npoaaTts, TO OHM IIpO-
nanytl Ho BOT uero meiicTBHUTENILHO He 3HAN AAAA
KBeHTHH, TaK 3TO TOrO, YTO TAM MOXKeT OLITh KJIax ¢
aonorom! XKy iMaH MPHUCTAIBHO CMOTPEJ Ha AAXI0 B
AyMaJl, He mpeaynpeauTs au ero. Ho noroM pernma,
YTO He CTOMT. Y HuX elue Gyaer BO3MOMKHOCTD, H, MO-
et BbITh, OHM NePBBIMH HaAyT 30J70TO!

— Koraa a1 cobupaerech nposaBaTh OCTPOB? —
THXO cnipocu aaxio JxyanaH.
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— Bymaru GyayT NOANMMCAHBI B TEYEHNE HeeaH, —
orBeti1 OH. — IIOBTOMY ec/IM XOTHTE IPOBECTH TaM
napy AHeit, TO Jydiue gejaiite 3To nmockopee. Ilocae
NpogasK¥ HOBBIE RJIAKEJNBIEI MOT'YT HE DPa3pellIuTh
sam GeIBATH TaM.

— OTO TOT 4eJOBEK, KOTOPBIi npuobpen ALIUK,
X04eT KynuTh ocTpoB? — cripocua Jxxynauas.

— Jla, — orBerun paga. — S u caM 3TOMYy yAHU-
suwica. S aymas, OH MOKynaer TOJBKO CTaphle Be-
wn. He nonumalo, noueMy eMy NpHILIO B IOJIOBY
KYIUTh OCTPOB M IEPEeCTPOMTL 3aMOK B oreab. Ox-
Hako yBepdAlo Teba, 4ToOBI comepKaTh TAKOM# oTensb,
HykHBI Gosblune aeHbru. Ho nosuTes Ha TaKoM oc-
TpPOBKe, Kak 3t1oT, Gyaer oueHb poMaHTH4YHO. Jlio-
aam nioHpasurca taM. Cam a1 — He 6ua”ecmen. U
KOHEYHO, He cTaj Onhl BKJIAALIBATH AEHBI'H B TAKOE
mecTo, KaK ocrpoB Kuppun. Ho xgymaro, aror ueno-
BEeK 3HAET, YTO OH AeJaer.

«Jla, KOHeuHO, 3HaeT, — MOAYMaJ npo ceba
Ibxynnan, Beixoaa sMecte ¢ JIMKOM B AHH M3 KOM-
Hatel. — OH paccMoTpen ILIaH M NpHLIea K Tol xe
MBLICJIH, YTO M MBI: KJAJ C 30JIOTOM CNIPATAH IAe-TO
Ha octpoBe. 1 oH cobupaerca Haiith erol OH u He
AyMaeT CTPOMTh IOCTHHHIy. EMy HyxHO 3osotol
Hymaio, oH npepoxkun aaae KseHTHHY epyHAOBYIO
ueHy, a GegHAre NARIOLIKE OHA MOKA3AJACh OrPOM-
noitl O Bosxe, 310 GyaeT y»KacHO».

OH nomen uckars Jxopax. Oua GuLia B capae,
6renHasn, ocynysmasaca. OHa npoBopMorana, 4To
mioxo ceGsa YyBCTBYeT.

— OTO MOTOMY, YTO Thl PACCTPOMJACH, — CKa-
3an JxynuaH. OH MOMOXKHJA PYKYy el Ha IIeyo.
IlepBriit pas I{xopax He orTonKHyaa ee. Ona
HeMHOro npuruxja. Ha riasax y Hee BBICTYIMJIH
cre3nl, M JAEBOYKA C pa3apaKeHHeM CTapajach
CTPAXHYTH HX.
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— IMocaymwait, Jxopmk, — ckasan JpDkynaman. —
Henban TepATh HAZEMKABI. 3aBTPA IMOEAEM HA OCTPOB
H BO 4TO OBl TO HM CTAJIO IOCTAPAEMCH IIONACTh B
noaseMesnse U HalTH cCIMTKH. ByseM Tam g0 Tex
nop, noxa He Haitnmem mux. Xopomo? Hy, He yHH-
sait. Ham celfyac nmonago6UTCA TBOA NMOMOINL, YTO-
6n1 cocTaBuTh niaH aelicreuit. Caasa Bory, uTo MM
TepepMCOBANH TUIAH 3AMKA M MOA3EMEJNIBbA.

Joxopmx HemHOro nosecenesa. Ona Bce e
NPORO/IKATIA CEePAMTLCA HA mnamy C¢ Mamoif, HO
MBICJIB O TIOE3/{KE HA OCTPOB Ha rnapy aHelt, aa euxe 6
TumoTH, et HpaBHIACE.

— Mpne xaxercs, nane ¥ Mame He XBaTaeT X0
6poThI, — CKAa3asia OHa. _

— Hy, Her. He Takmue y» OHM mioxue, — pac.
cyxnan JxyamaH. — B KOHIle KOHIOB, MM K8
HYXHB! JeHsrn. [ryno 6sw10 GuI ocTaBAATL cefe To,
410 Tefe COBEpIIeHHO He HY)XHO. A NMOMHMIIB, OTell
Tefe CKa3aJ, YTO THI CMOXKElIb HMETh BCe, YTO 3aX0-
yems? 51 Ha TBOEM MecTe 3Han GLI, YTO Y Hero Io-
npocuTs!

— Yro xe? — cripocuna J{:xoprx.

— Tumorn, Koneyno, — orperun Jxyauan. H
Bor TyT JI>opmx 3ayanibanack u rosecenenal



TJABA O TAS
IToe3pka Ha ocTpoB KHppHH

Ixyauan ¢ JDKOpmK oTIpAaBHAKCh HCKaTh JIuka
H AHH. Te xaanu ux B cany. Bug y Hux Osln pac-
crpoeHHulft. Yeuzes Jxynauana m JHKOpax, OHH
pagocTHO GPOCHMJIMCH MM HABCTpPedy. AHH B3fJja 3a
pyxu Jlxopmx.

— MHe y»xacHO »KaIKo TBOM ocTpoB, JDxopmx.

— M mue Toxxe, — ckasan Ilux. — He noseano,
CTAPYIUKA... A XOTeJ CKAa3aTh — CTapuk!

Jxopax crapanack yabi6aTsca.

—  Bena ce6sa xaxK AeBYOHKA, — CMYILIEHHO
nporosopusia oHa. — Ho 310 6B1JIO TAK HEOKHIAAHHO
M YKacHo!

Ilxynuan pacckasan UKy M AHH, YTO OHH C
Hoxopmx mpuaymann.

— Enewm 3aBTpa yTpoM, — cooSumn JDxyanan., —
Hasalire npAMO ceffuac COCTABMM CIIMCOK, YTO HAM
B3ATH ¢ coboik.

On BelTamma xapauzgaiu ¢ 6aokHoTOM. OcTanb-
HEIe CMOTPEeJIM HA Hero.

— IIpoaykThl, — cpasy ckasan Iuk. — Hano
B3ATH nobosbmnie, YTol He IoJIOAATh.

— Y70-HM6yAb H3 nNHUThA, — BCTABHJA
Ixopmx. — Ha ocTpoBe HeT NMHUTHEBOH BOABI.
Xora A yBepeHa, Korga-to TaM Obia Kakoii-to
KOJIOZELl, OH yXoAuJa ray6oKo Mox AHO MOpA, H
TaM Oblna npecHaa Boaa. Ho Bce paBHO s ero
TAK M He Haujia.

— Ena, — sanucwmsan Ixyauan, — u Boga. Ou
B3rAAHYJa Ha Apy3seit. — JlonaTel, — CKa3aJ OH C
B&)XXHBIM BHAOM M OhICTPO 3amucai B GJIOKHOT.
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AHH yAUBJIEHHO NMOCMOTpeJa Ha HEro.

— 3auemM? — cripocua OHA.

— Hawm e npuaercs MHOro KOmnarb, KOrga Ml
6yaeM MCKaTh BXOA B IoA3eMesibe, — OBACHWII OH.

— BepeBka, — po6aBun [Iuxk. — Toixe mMoxer
MoOHAanOoOHUTLCA.

— M ¢ponapuxkn, — nmoackasana Hxopmk. — B
noa3eMeabAX TEMHO.

— 0-0-0l — BoCKAMKHYNA AHH, YYBCTBYHA, KaK
Nno cnuHe y Hee mnpofexkala NPHUATHAA APOXKb TPH
aroit Muicau. OHA He MpeACTABAsIA, KAK BBLITIALAT
noa3eMenbsa, HO BCE 3TO 3BYYAJO 3aXBAaTHIBAIOLNE
MHTEPeCHO.

— Ilneaw, — 3amermn JIuk, — 4TOOBI He 3a-
Mep3HYTh HOYBIO B TON KOMHATYyIUKe, Koraa GyaeM
CrAaTh.

JxynauaH Bce 3aNMCHIBA.

— Kpyxku, — nobasua on. — U eme Bo3anMeM
MHCTPYMEHThl. BO3MOXKHO, OHM TOXKe TOHAROGATCH.
Henspaa Bce 3apaHee npexyraaaTth.

Yepes noayaca ObLI COCTaBJEH AOBOJBHO MPH-
JHYHBIA CIIHCOK, 3TO OBLIO OYeHb MHTEPECHO, M BCe
ObLtu  goBOABHEI. JDKODAXX HEMHOMKO OCTLLIA,
3JIOCTh MPOXOAMJIA, HENPHMATHOCTH OCTAJIMCH I103Aa-
au. Ecau 6Bl OHAa B OAMHOYECTBE CHJEeJA B PA3MBIII-
JIANA O CYYHBILEMCH, HACTPOGHHE TOJBKO YXYALLIH-
aock 6ul. Ho ee oKpy»xanu Apy3bsd, TAKHe CIOKOM-
Hble, YMHBIeé M BeceJble, H OHA He MOrJja JoJro
CEePAUTHCA.

«HaBepno, a 6mna 6ul ropasfo Jaydine, eCau
6sl He OmIIAa BCe BpeMA ORHA, — AyMaaa
Jxopax, raaga Ha CKJAOHEHHYI0 Hax G6JOKHO-
ToM roaoBy J)xyaumaHa. — Pacckaxeimun Komy-
HuGyasL 0 cBoux npobiemax, BCe CTAHOBHTCA He
TAK Y>X H YXKACHO, BCe JOBOJbHO OOBIYHO, TaK
cayyaerca. MHe HpDABATCA 3TH TpPOe POACTBEH-
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HUKOB, HDaBHUTCA, YTO OHHM pPA3roOBOPYHBHIE H
AO6AT TOCMEATHCHA, BCErAa »XHU3HEpaaOCTHBIE H
po6poaymnesie. I 6e1 xoTena GBITH IOXOXKel Ha
HUX. A A 3aMKHYTas, CKBepHAas, BCNLIILYHBAA.
HeyauBuTensHo, 4yTro namna He JAIO0MT MeHA u
TAK 4YacTo pyraer. MaMa OTHOCHTCA KO MHe
Jy4uie, HO Tenepb NMOHATHO, NMOYEMY OHA T'OBO-
PUT, YTO A TPYAHHIl peGeHok. SI He moxoxka Ha
CBOMX DOACTBEHHMKOB. X JIerko NMOHATHL, H BCE
ux awobar. Xopomo, uyro oHH npuexanu. C Hu-
MH A IIOCTEIIeHHO CTAHOBJIOCh TaKoOMi, KakKoit H
noJKHA OBIThS.

06 arom cromao noagymars. M1 mnoka Jxopmx
pasMBILLIANA, Y Hee OblJ O4YeHb CepbLe3HBId BHI.
JxyauaH B3rjJsHyJ HA Hee M NofiMan B3rjasaj ee ro-
ay6eix ranas. Jlepouka cmorpesna Ha Hero. OH yaniG-
HYJICA.

— Ilnavyy neHHH, eciM yragaio TBOM MBICJIH, —
CKAa3aJI OH.

— OHM He CTOAT M NEHHH, — OTBETHJIA
ILxopmx, Kpacuea. — IIpocTo A mogymana, Kakue
BBl Bce Xopowune. Mue 6ul oueHb Xorenoch ObITH Ta-
KOM, KaK BBI.

— A THI OYEHb XOPOIUHH YEJOBEK, — HEOMKH-
naHHO ckasan Jxynuan. — Twl ke He BUHOBATA,
YTO Thl EAMHCTBEHHRBI pe6eHOK B ceMbe. A @IUHCT-
BEHHBble — OHM BCErja HeMHOroO CTPaHHhle, 3Haellb,
WIM O4YeHb OCTOPOXKHO ce6a Beayr. Thl, mo-moemy,
O4YeHb MHTEPECHBIN 4YesIOBeK.

Jxopmx onATh noxkpacHena. Eif 6u110 npUATHO.

— Iloitnemre norynsem ¢ Tumorn, — npenio-
xuaa oHa. — OH, HaBepHOe, PeIUMJ, YTO C HAMM
y10-HHOYAB CIAYYHNOCH.

Jleru Bmecre ornpaBuamuck 3a Tumorn. Ilec
BCTPETHA HMX rPOMKHM JjaaeM. Pefara pacckasanu
€My O CBOMX ILIaHax Ha 3aBTpa. Ilec BuaAI XBOCTOM
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M IrJsfes HAa HUX TOCTYIUHBIMM KaPMMH TJa3amHy,
CJIOBHO NMOHMMAJ KaXXaoe cJapBol

— On, nasepHo, ofpagoBasica, 4To 6yaer ¢ HaMy
ABA-TPH AHA, — CKa3ana AHH.

¥YTpo caeayioiiero QHA Npoiuo B BOJHeHUH. [le-
TH AKKYPATHO YJIOKMJIM BEILM B KOHEL JIOAKH, M
Jhxynuan npoBepwJI, BCe JIM B3SfUIH, 3aYMTAB BCJIYX
cnucok. Kaxxerca, Huuero He 3aa0bLin.

— IInan B3an? — HEONKHUAAHHO CIIPOCHT €ro
Hux.

J>KyaHaH KMBHYJ roJIOBOM.

— 5 uagen yTpoM YHCTBIE JUKMHCBHI, — CKa3an

oH. — Xouewms y6eAUTHLCA, UYTO A He 3a0bLT CYHYTb
ero B kapman? Bor onl

HoxyanaH BeiTamma naaH. 1 B TOT ke MHr
Berep noaxsatua ero! JIucTok ynan B Boay H
3aKayajcAd Ha BOJHAX, IOATOHAEMBINl BeTpoM.
Bce uetrBepo 3axkpuuanu B yxxace. Ix aparouesn-
HuI# naan!

— Brictpeit! I'pebeM K HeMy! — KpHKHyJA
Hxopn u pas3sepHyaa aoaky. Ho KTo-To cpearupo-
Basa ObicTpee eel YBuUAEB, KAK JHUCTOK BbLIETENT M3
pyk JI)KyamaHa, M yCABIIIAB MCNYyTAaHHbIe KPHKH,
TuM TYT ke coo6pasmi, YTO CaAYYMIoCh. IIphIrHyB B
BOXY M BaMeTHYB GoHTaH 6pBI3r, 1ec CMeJ1O NMOILIbLI
3a JIMCTKOM.

Ina cobaku TUM 11aBaJ XOpoOLIO, ITOTOMY YTO
6ui1 cuabHBIA U Kpenkuit. CKOpo nuaH okasancsa y
Hero B NACTH, M OH IOIUIBLT Ha3ax K Joake. IIpocto
4yno, a He cofaxa, pafloBaINCh JETH.

Jxopmxk BTauMia nca B JOAKY M B3AJA Y HEro
U3 nacTu aucrok. Ha niaHe He ocrasioch gaxke Ma-
neitrero caeaa or ero ay6os! Ilec nepakan ero oueHn
ocTopokHo. OTHAKO JTHUCTOK HAMOK, U JIeTH C TPeBO-
roii mocMoTpenH, He CMbLICA g deprexx. Ho JDxy-
JHAH XOpOolIO rnepepucoBan ruaH. Bece 6bL10 B Mo-
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paake. ITonoxuB ero Ha CHAEHbE COXHYTh, MATBYHK
sesen JIuKy nmojaep:xaTh €ro Ha COJHLE.

— Yyrs He auwmmuanuch naaHal — cxkasan JHxy-
JHAaH.

PefaTa coraacHanuCh C HUM.

JIl>xopaK CHOBa ceja Ha BecJjia, H OHH OTIpa-
BMUJHCh Ha OCTpPOB, IOMNAaB MNOA XOopowui ayiu,
KOTOPHIM OKaTHJa HX THMOTH, KOoraa Hadaja OT-
paxuBaThcA. B KayecTse HaArpaaml ero yrocTHJIH
ne4yeHbeM, KOTOpPOe OH CIr'phbI3 C OrPOMHEIM YZIO-
BOJIBCTBHUEM.

JKOpIK YBEepPeHHO NPABHJIA CPeAH CKAJTHCTBIX
pucdoB. et nopakaiuch ee YMEHHIO JIABMPOBATH
MeXX OMAaCHBIX CKaJ, HM pa3y He HACKOYMB HA HHX.
YynecHaa nepyonkal Ona 61arornojiydyHo aocrasuia
HX B 3QJMBYMK, M AETH CHPLITHYJH HA NecoK. Brl-
TallMB JIOAKY mnopajblue Ha Geper, Ha caydaif, ecau
HauyHerca Gonbwioit npuanus B Oyxre, pefAaTa NpUHA-
JIUCh BHITPYKATb BELLH.

— Bemu oTHeceM B. MaJIeHBKYIO KOMHATY, —
ckasan xynuan. — Tam ouu 6GyayT coxpaHHee, He
HaMOKHYT, ecau mnoiimer goxas. Hagelocs,
I>xopax, ciona HUKTO NoKa He npuener?

— JHyMmalo, 4TO HeT, — OTBeTWJA AEBOYKA. —
ITana ckasaj, YTO AOKYMEHTHI O Iepenaye OCTPOB&
aTOMY 4eNoBeKy GyXyT MOANMCAHEI B TEYEHHE Hexe-
au. [0 3TOro BpeMeHH OH He NPHHAILJIEKHT eMmy.
Tak 4TO y HAC eCThb HeAaed.

— Xopoio, Toraa He HyXHO GyJeT CAeauThL 3a
OCTPOBOM, NpHEZeT ClIOAa KTo-HMOYyAb WiIM Her, —
ckasan J>xyamaH, KOTOpblil MoOHAYaly pemmwi, 4YTo
Her1oxo O6ulio 6Bl MocTaBUTh B OyXTOUKe KapayJ,
uTo0bl NMpeAYNnpeauTh APYTHX, Koraa Kro-HUGyabL
3aABUTCA Ha ocTpoB. — Ilomwtu! JIuk, BO3bLMH JIO-
natsl. Ms1 ¢ J[P)KOpAXK moTamum NnpoayKTHl U BOZY.
A AHH noHeceT JlerKue BellH.
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Ena c soaoit Haxoaunuce B Gonbmiok kopobke —
AeTH He cofHUpasuch ronoaars Ha ocrposel Ouu npu-
Bean xJjel, Maciao, meyeHbe, AKEM, KOHCEePBHPO-
BaHHBIe QPYKThI, Criejhle CAHBLI, HMOHPHBIIA HamK-
TOK, YafHHK AJIA 4YaA M elle MHOro BCAKON BCAYHM-
Hell C GonsmuuM TpyaoM Jxopmk ¢ JKynauaHom
BTAIMIH TAXKENYI0 KOpoOKy Ha yrec. 3a 310 BpeMsA
MM NPHUILUIOCH Pa3a ABA CTABMTh €€ Ha 3eMJI0, YTO-
6B nepeROXHyTH

CnouB BelM B MAJEGHBKOM KOMHATKE, AETH
BePHYJIMCh K JIOAKE 3a IIeJaMH H oxeanamu. Pac-
CTeJIMB MX B YIrlaX KOMHATEHKH, OHH IOXYMAJIH,
4YTO OYEHBb 30POBO NPOBEAYT 3AeCh HOYb.

— JleBYOHKH MOryT CnaTh BMeCTe BOH HA 3THX
mnenax, — ckasan JKyinan,— Hy, a Mbl, MaJb-
YMIUKH, JIAKEM Ha 3TH.

Jl>xopaK, BUAUMO, He XOTesaa JIOOKUTBLCA BMECTe
¢ AnH, uTo6Bl €e He CPAaBHMBAJM C AeBUYOHKOIt. Ho
AHH He )Xesasa CrIaTh B CBOEM YTJIy OAHA M ITOCMOT-
pena Ha J[XODIX TAKUMHM YMOJAIOLUIUMM TIJIa3aMH,
4YTO CTapluas AeBoYKa yabIGHyjachr M He crasna el
Bo3paxkaThb. «J[XKOPAYK CTAHOBMTCA BCe Jydllle K
Jy4ies, — rogymaina AHH.

— Tak, Teneps NMPUCTYIIUM K ANy, — BOCKJMK-
Hya JKyauaH ¥ BeITAIMJ ILIaH. — Hano nosHm-
MaTeJIbHee H3YYHMTh ero M BBIACHHUTHL, B KAKOM TO4-
HO MeCTe HAXOAATCA BXOALI B roasemense. Maure-
Ka mnobawxe. J[aBsaiite monpofyeM BBIACHUTHL Beel
ITopa nmopackuHyTh MO3raMH M OGCTABMTH TOIO 4e-
JIOBEKAa, KOTOPhLII Ky ocTpos!

Pebara ckaoHUINCH Hax riaHoM. OH NMOYTH BEI-
cox. et ¢ cepbe3HBIM BHMAOM Pa3rIAABLIBAJIM €ro.
B npexxHue BpeMeHa 3aMOK ABHO NPEACTABJAJ CO-
6Goi1 oueHb KpacHBOE MECTO.

— Cmorpure, — ckasan J[)KyauaH, noxassisas
najsleM Ha IJjaH nox3emennda. — Ilo-moeMy, oHO
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NMPOXOAMUT IMOJ BCEM 3aMKOM — H 3/1eCh, M 3AeCh, —
a 3HaKH, MOXO0)Ke, O3HAYAIOT CTYNEHbKH WJIH JIECT-
HHIBI.

— JIa, — coraacunace ¢ HUM JxKopmx. —
A Tome Taxk aymaio. Ho ecam aTo Tak, TO BhI-
XOIHMT, YTO NMPOHHKHYTH B IOA3eMeJbe MOMHO
asyma nytamu. OauH, CO MHOXECTBOM CTyIe-
HEeK, Ka)KeTcd, HAYMHAETCA Iae-ToO PAAOM C 3TOM
KOMHATKOH, a JApyroi — rape-To nox OGaiuHeii.
I>xynuaH, a 3TO YTO TAKOe, KAK Thl AyMaeimusb? —
Ona nokasana najiblieM Ha KPyr, OTMEYeHHBIH He
TOABKO HA MNJIaHe INOoA3eMeJbfA, HO M Ha IJaHe
MepBOro 3Ta)ka 3aMKa.

— TloHaTHA He HMeEI0, YTO 3TO, — HeAOYMEBAJ
Hxynuan. — Ax, na, 3HaI0, YTO 3TO MOMKeT OnITh!
Tsl rOBOPHJIA, YTO I'AE-TO 3RECh €CTh KOJoAel, Io-
manmb? Taxk Bor, mo-moemy, 310 OH M ecTh. Hasep-
HOe, OH OYeHb I'Ty6oKui, BeAb NMpecHasa BOAA IoOra-
naer ciona m3-nox aHa mopa. Toraa, BO3MOXKHO,
KoJioAel, NMPOXOAMT M B noa3emesbe Toxe. Ilorpa-
casoe!

Bce coraacnauck ¢ HuM. Jlet OLLIM CYACTIMBBI
M B3BOJIHOBAHHEI. 37eCh OBIJIO YTO HCKAThL. 3a napy
JHeil OHM CMOTYT, AO/LKHBI 4YTO-TO HalitH. JIpy3bsa
IMOCMOTpEJIM APYT HA ApYTa.

— Xopowo, — ckasan Iuk. — C yero Haunem?
Mosxer, rouiueM Bxox B noa3emense? OauH, Ka-
XeTcd, TAe-TO PAAOM C ITOi KoMHATYIuKOo#? Bel ke
3HaeTe, BXOA Ha JICTHHMILY, BeAYILUYIO B NoA3eMebe,
MOXKET 3aKpbIBaTh M OGOJBLIONK KaMeHb, KOTODBIM
MOYKHO MOAHATH!

Mbeicas Geina norpacamioweii. et noBcKaKkHBa-
Ju co cBoux MecT. J[P)KyJIuaH CBepHYJI IUIAH M I10JIO-
xun ero B Kapmas. Ilorom on ornagenca. Kamen-
HBI NOJ B KOMHATE CIUIOLUbL 3apOC COPHAKAMH.
IIpexxne Bcero Heo6xoauMO GbLJIO PACYMCTHTD IIOJI, &
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yKe TIOTOM CMOTPeTh, KaKol H3 KkaMHelt MOXXHO Obl-
JIO CABMHYTb C MECTA.

— JIyymie npumemca 3a pabory, — ckKasan
Hxyauan u B3aa gonary. — JlaBaiiTe oUMcTHM noa
or copHakoB. CockpebaiiTe HX BOT TaK, CMOTpHUTe.
IToToM OCMOTPHM K&XXABLIA KaMeHb!

HeTn B3sUIM JIONATHI, M BCKOpPe KAMEHHAsA KOM-
HATKA HAMOJHWJIACHh CKPexieTOM, pa3faBaBLINMCH
OT CONPHKOCHOBEHHSA JIONAT C IUIOTHO PACTYILMMH
Ha KaMHAX cOpHAKaMu. CunMumiaTh COPHAKH C KaM-
Helt 6GBIJIO OYEeHBb TPYAHO, HO AeTH pafoTaan OXOTHO.

Boabiue Bcex BosHoBasca Tum. OH HHUKaK He
MOT' TIOHATb, YTO AenaloT pebATa, OXHAKO CMeEJO
npucoenuHuICA K HUM. OH Tak ycepaHoO cxpeb na-
naMu IoJ, YTO COPHAKH BMeCTe C 3eMJei Jereau B
pasHble CTOPOHBDI!

— IIpuser, Tum! — BockaukHyn Ixynuan,
CTPAXHUBAA C TOJIOBHI 3emJi0. — Ilo-moeMy, Thl He
Ha WIYTKY pasoueinca. YecTHoe CJIOBO, Yepe3 MHUHY-
Ty yxe noaerar kamMHH. JDxopmxk, TumMm — mnpocro
Yyno, KOraa MpUMHUMAaeTcA 3a 4YTo-Hubyan, nmpasaa?

Kak xe nern paGoranu! Kax oHm crpemnancs
HaiiTH BXxox B noxasemense! Bor Gyxer cencauusl



TJIABA TAS
HHTepecHble OTKPLITHS

Bckope kaMHHM MasIeHBKOM KOMHATHI GLLIH O4YM-
IUEHBI OT 3eMJIH, IIeCKA ¥ CODHAKOB, H AETH YBUIE/IH,
YTO OHH OXHMHAKOBOIO pa3mMepa; Gosblune, KBaApAaT-
HblIe, IUTOTHO Npuierasiune Apyr K apyry. C donapu-
KaMH B pyKax pefAaTa BHUMATEJIBHO OCMOTDEIH KaXK-
Iblif KaAMeHb, CTApaACh HANTH TOT, KOTOPBLIH MOXKHO
6LLJIO CABMHYTH WM IIPUIIOAHATD.

— Tlo-MoeMy, HY»XHO HalTH KaMeHb C JKejea3-
HBIM KouabLioM, — cKasan [xyaunan. Ho um He yza-
Jocs HaTH ero. KaMuu GLIIM COBepLUEHHO OAMHA-
KOBbI€, M 3TO CHJIBHO PacCTPOMJIO AeTeil.

J>xyauaH NONBITAICA NPOCYHYTH JIOMATY MEXKIY
KAMHAMH, HAeACh COY4YalfHO CABHHYTh KAKONI-HH-
6yas ¢ mectra. Ho caBuHYTh HX GBLIO HEBO3MOMKHO.
IToxoske, KAMHH YJIOXKWIH NpAMO Ha 3emaio. Ilocae
HaIIpAXKEeHHOM TpexyacoBoi paBoThI ZEeTH CelH eCTh.

OHH CHJIBHO NPOrOJIOAAJHCH M PAXOBANMCH, YTO
3aXBATWJIM MHOIO NpPOAYKTOB. 3a exoit peGara ob-
CYXKIAMH BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIA MM IMPEeACTOANO PeLIUTD.

— Iloxoxe, BXOX B moaseMesibe HAXOXUTCA He
nox aroit komuarkoit, — sarosopua xynauan. —
JKans, koneuno. Ho 3ato reneps a He 6yxy aymars,
YTO JIECTHHILIA B NOA3eMeNbe HaUMHaerca 3gech. [a-
BaiiTe M3MEPHM IUIAH M NOCMOTPHM, OBITH MOXKET,
HaM YRACTCA ONMpeAeJHThb, I'ie HAXOAUTCA JeCTHHLA.
Koneyno, uaMepeHHMs MOryT OLITh HETOYHBIMH H
HHUYEro He AaXyT, HO MOXKHO M mnonpoboBaTh.

Hrak, TinarensHo Bce uamepus, pebara noneira-
JUCh BBIACHHTH, B KAKOM TOYHO MECTe MOr HAaxo-
OUTBCA BXOA B NOA3EMeNse, M MOHAIM, YTO 3TO He-
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BO3MOXKHO, — IUTAHBI TPeX aTax et ObLIN caenaHbl B
pasHbIx Macwtafax. JDxyauan o3agadyeHHO TIO-
cMoTpen Ha JucTok. Jla, noxkanyit, Gecriosnesno. He
MOT'YT )Xe OHHM OCMOTDPeTb BeCh IOJI IepPBOI0 3TaXa
samkal M norpeGosanocs 6u Ha 3TO CTO JET...

— CwmotpuTe, — BOCKJIMKHYJA HEOXKHIAAHHO
JxopmK ¥ yKasana najablieM Ha MecTO, KoTopoe, 1o
MX MHEHMIO, JOKHO OBbUIO O3HA4YaTh Kojogel. —
Bxoa B noasemenne, HaBEPHOE, AO/DKEH HAXOAMTLCH
HefasIeKo oT Kojoxaua. Ecaun 6l MBI HAIUTH ero,
MOXKHO ObL10 ObI MOMCKATH NMOOJIM3OCTH M BXOX B
noa3emense. Konoxew mokasaH Ha ofoux mnjaHax.
ITo-moeMy, 3TO rae-TO B CepeAMHe 3aMKa.

— Monopnen, — obpagoBaBiuncek, ckasan I[xy-
auaH. — Ilomnu Bo aABOp 3amka. MoxxHO Ha MecTe
NMPHUMEPHO MpPEACTaBHTHb, I'Ae AOJMKEH CTOATbL KOJO-
Jiell. OTO e ABHO I'Ze-TO B cepeauHe ABOpA.

JleTH BBILUIKM M3 KOMHATKHM HA COJTHEYHBIN CBeT.
Buag y Hux 6bL1 Ba)KHBIN M cepbe3Hblit. MickaTe no-
TepAHHBIE 30JI0ThIe CJAHUTKH TaK yBJjexkaTteabHo! Pe-
6aTa GbLIJIH NPOCTO YBEpPEeHbI, YTO 30JI0TO JEXHUT rae-
TO y HHX noa Horamu. UM fajke U B roJIOBy He NpH-
XOAKJIO, YTO 37eCh MOXKeT M He ObITh COKPOBHIIL.

Jletn BCcTANMM CpeaM pasBajJMH ABOpa, ObIBIIEro
KOra-To LIEHTPOM 3aMKa. 3aTeM, OTMEPHUB LLAaraMu
cepeAMHy, OHM OCTAHOBMJIMChb, M TILETHO CTAIM MC-
KaTh rja3aMH BOKPYr TO, YTO MOIJIO HANOMHHATH
KPBILLIKY cTaporo Kosoaua. Kpyrom 6b11m 3apocau.
Berep npunec ¢ Gepera necoxk, U 3Aech pa3pocauCh
COPHAKHM M KYCTBI BCEBO3MOXKHBIX pacTeHuit. Kam-
HH, KOTOpbIe Npexae CAYKHIH MOCTOBOI GOJIBLIIIONO
ABOpA, Teneph TPECHYJH [a TaK U ocTanuch. MHo-
rue GbLIHM 3aCHIMTAHBI MECKOM MJM 3apOCJAM COPHA-
KaMH.

— Cwmorpurel 3aan! — xpuxkHyn Iuk, korza
GonpllIOH mecyaHbIif 3asAl, HEXOTA MPpOCKaKasa Io
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ABOPY H HMc4Ye3 B HOpe Ha apyroi cropoHe. IloTom
BBICKOYHJI €llie OAMH M, NMOCMOTPEB HAa Jereil, Toxe
ucyes. lern oyxkuBwiInCch. PaHbllle OHM HMKOrAa He
BHEJIM TAKHX CMOKONHBIX 3aiiues.

Bapyr noasunaca tperuit 3aau. O 6bL1 MaieHb-
Kuil, C HeJIeNbIMH JJIMHHBIMH YIUAMH H O4YE€Hb KO-
pOoTeHBKHM GesibIM XBOCTHKOM. OH fa)Ke He MOCMOT-
pen Ha aereil. 3affYOHOK MIPHBO HONPBIrAT HEMHO-
ro, a 3aTeM, K OrPOMHOMY BOCTODPryY JeTeii, BCTaa Ha
3aJHHe JANbl U NMPHHAJICA YHCTHTH JJIHHHBIE YIIM,
OMTyCTHB TOOYEpPeaHO CHAYAJA OAHO, a NMOTOM ApY-
roe.
910 6b1y10 YK cammkoMm aaa Tumoru! O goaro
Habmogan, Kak ABa 3ailina NpocKaKkajay mo ABOpy M
HCYe3JM B HOpe, H Jaxke He 3asaan Ha HuXx. Ho Bu-
JIeTh ITOro 3aif4OHKa, KOTODLI celfyac chaen u 4uc-
THJI YIIIM TIOYTH Y HEro nepex CaMbIM HOCOM, GbLIO
YK CAMIIKOM JUIA 1nca. OT BOTHEHHA OH TABKHYJ M
GpOCHIICA CO BCeX HOr K YAMBJIEHHOMY 3aifuMInKe.

Kakoe-to Bpemsa MajieHbKOE CYLUECTBO CTOAJIO
HeNnoABMIKHO. PaHbllIe ero HUKOraa He Myraju U He
oxormauch Ha Hero. OH ycraBmiaca GOJBIIMMM TJIa-
3amMH Ha noaberaslryio K Hemy cobaky, IOTOM IIO-
BEpHYJICA U GBICTPO IOCKAKAJ NPOYb, MOAHMMAA U
OMyCKaA HA XOAY KOPOTeHbKHl Oeiablii XBOCTHK.
3aifYOHOK HCYe3 IOA KYCTOM YTeCHHKA, PAIOM C KO-
TOPBIM CTOANH AetH. THMOTH mMOMYAaJCA 3a HUM M
TOXe ucYe3 noA GOJNBLINM KYCTOM.

3aTeM moJeres necok Bmecte ¢ 3emyeit. Tum
NBITAJICA BJE3Th B HODY cCJeAOM 3a 3aiueM mu
M30 BCeX CHJ DblJ €e CHJIbHBIMM MEPeAHUMH Jia-
namMd. OH TABKAJ, CKYJHJ M OT BOJHEHHA He
casllzan, Kaxk ero 3sana J{xopax. Emy ouens
xXotesock mnoimars 3toro daduumuky! Ilec yyre
He ofeaymeJs, pa3pmiBag HOpPY, KOTOpPas CTAHO-
BHJach Bce Goabiue u Goablie.
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— Tum! T casitumus Mena? Oroiiau orryaal —
xkpuuana Dxopax. — Henwaa agech oxorutsca. Th
e snaemb. Kakolt Tl ynpameritl Yitau orryzal

Ho Tum He yxoaua. On ¢ eme Gonsiueit apo-
CTHIO NMPOAO/KMUJA DHITh HOpY. J»KOpA mnomaa
orraiuTh ero. Ho He ycrnesaa AeBOYKa MOXOUTH
K KYCTY, K&K HEOXXHIAAHHO IeC IepecTak PHITh
Hopy. Iocamimanca ucnyraHHbIf Jgalt U HacTy-
nuna tumuHA. J[XKOpAXK B yKace cMOTpesna Ha
KOJMIOYHH# KyCT.

Tum ucyeal Ero npocro we 6ewno. Boasmas 3a-
AYBLA HOpa crana orpomHoiM Ginaromzapa Tumy. Ho
Tuma B Heit He OblJIO.

— Hxyauan, Tum nponanl — ucryraHHo BOC-
kaukHyaa »xopmx. — He mor ke on yGexarts B
3aA4bI0 HOpPY, npasaa? OH xe Goabiuoii!

et Kpuuanu, crog y 60JABLIONO KyCTa YTECHH-
Ka. OTKyza-1o U3 raryGMHBI HODPBI JOHECCA IJTyXOH,
Kano6ueiit Boit. JXKyJMaH yAMBJIEHHO 3arJsHYJ B
HOpY.

— OH Tam, B HOpel — ckasan oH. — CrpaHHO!
Huxorna He cabimian, urtobel cobaku 3a6upaamnce
TaKk ray6oKko B 3aAaybM HOphl. Kak ke Ham BbITa-
LIMTh ero orryaa?

— CHavasa HY)XHO BBIKONATh KYCT, — pellH-
TeAbHBIM TOHOM 3aasuiaa Jxopmxk. OHa nmepexona-
aa 6s1 Bechb 3aMOK Kuppun, uto6sl BepHyTh TuMma,
310 y>K TouHol — He mory camimiats, Kak THM CKy-
JIMT TaM M IPOCUT O IIOMOLLM, a MBI Ge3agelicTrByeMm.
Hy»xHo emy riomous.

3ayeaTh oL KYCT OKasajoch cJ0XKHO. OH GbLn
caumKoM Gonburoit M Kosmounid. J[XKyaman nopano-
BAJICA, YTO OHM 3aXBATHJM C OG0 MHCTPYMEHTHI, H
nowen 3a ToropoMm. et 3axBaTHaM ¢ coboit ma-
JeHbKHU Tormopuk. Crogurca, uTobel OGpYGHTH KO-
JIIOYMe BETKH M CTBOJI KYCTa yrecHUKa. A xetu npu-
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HAXUCHh PYOHTH BeTKH. Bckope y)ke KycT ABJIAN CO-
Goit »xanKoe apeanie.

Boaursca ¢ KycroM npuuiaocs goaro. O 6bLa
Koumounit, Kpenkuilt ¥ mnoruuit. K tomy Bpemenu,
KOrXa KYCT NpeBpPATHICA B OOBIKHOBEHHBIN 0Opy-
Gok, netn nouapananau cebe sce pyku. Ho HakoHery
OHM OTYETJMBO yBHAEAH HOpPy. I[KyauaH ocBeTHI ee
dbonapem.

— § 3naio, 4To cayuunaocs! ITO M eCTh CTaphIit
kosonew) Y saitues Gulia 3zech Hopa. THM paspuLa
ee eue Gonpuie. OH HaIIET KOJIOAEL, ¥ TIPOBAHJICA
B Herol — B3BONTHOBAHHO 3axkpuuan J[KynuaH.

— Oif, Her, Her, — B mnaHUKe 3apsigaja
Mxopmx. — Oit, Tum, Tum, ¢ ToGoit Bce B nopaaxe?

o uux pomeccs rayxoit soi. Tum 6bui1, HecoM-
HEHHO, rae-TO TaM, BHH3y. lleTH mocMoTpenu Apyr
Ha apyra.

— ExauHcTBeHHOe, YTO MOXKHO caejaaTbh, — 3asf-
pua J)KyauaH, — 3TO B3ATH JIONATHI M PACKONATh
konozen. ITorom cniycTUTh BepeBKy HMJIH 4YTO-HHUBYAB
erre ¥ BeITAILMTHL THMa.

Baas snonaTel, AeTH NpPUMHAJAKCHL 3a pabory.
Packonats KoJojen, oKa3ajgoCch COBCEM HETDYA-
HO. OH 6Bl 3aropoikeH JAMIUbL DPA3POCUIMMUCH
KOPHAMHM GOJAbLIOro KycTa, GHMTBIM KHUPIIHYOM,
3aeMJieif, MeCKOM M MeJKHMH KaMHaAMH. OueBnj-
HO, GOJABIION KYCOK IMJIHTHI OTBAJMJCA OT Gaur-
HH M yInajJ Ha KOJIOAell, YaCTUYHO Ieperopoavus
ero. OcranbHOE caenaaH Morofa U paspocluuics
KYCT YTECHHMKA.

Heram yaanocs BCeM BMeCTe OTOABHMHYTH IUIUTY.
Ilox Heit okasanacey crapas, CrHHBLIAA JepeBAHHAA
KPBILIKA, KOTOPOl B NpexxHue BpeMeHa 3aKpPbIBAIH
Kojsozew. Ceiltyac OHAa HACTOJLKO MPOrHUJIA, YTO, HE
Boigepkas Beca Tuma, nposomMunace, M rnec ymnan
BHH3.
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JOKyJIMaH CABMHYJ KDBILNIKY, M IE€TH YBHIENIH
Kosozeu. On Obln Takoi rayGokuit M TeMHBINA, YTO
HeBO3MOXKHO ObLI0 nake pasraagers gHo. JDHxyiman
B3sJ KaMeHb ¥ 6pocui BHM3. PebATa neITaNMCH pac-
CJABILIATH IUIECK BOABI, HO He cmoruau. JInbGo B KO-
Joaue yxe He 6bL10 BOARI, 100 OH GBLI OYEHDb IJIy-
Goxuml

— Ilo-mMoemy, OH O4YeHb rayGoOKHii, BOT MhI H He
YCABIIIAMH HHYero, — ckasan Dxyanan. — Jla, HO
rae xe Toraa Tum?

Manbuuk nocseTnn ¢onapukom B Konoaeu. Tam
61 Tam. Koraa-1o oueHs naBHO GostbILas ILTATA
yrnana B KoJIOAel M 3acTpajaa B HeM. Ha 310if cra-
poit TpecHyTOoit riuTe M cuaen Tum. Ero Goabiaue
riasa ¢ y»kacom cMmorpeau seepx. Ilec He roHuma,
4YTO C HUM TPOM3IOLILIO.

K xonoauy Kpenuiaach KeJe3HAA JECTHHUIA.
Jxopmx okasanach Ha Heil KO TOro, Kak eiue
KTO-TO M3 paereif cMor nmoackouuth K Heitll He
3aAyMBIBAACh, BHIAEPIKHUT €€ JIECTHUIlA MM HeT,
AeBOYKa cnycTujaach BHH3 M pobpanace go Tu-
Ma. B3AB ero Ha maeyo M NMpUAEpPIKHBAsA OXHON
PYKOif, OHAa MeAJIECHHO CTaja MOAHMMATHCA Ha-
Bepx. Jleru nomoram eit BemineaTn, a Tum, oka-
3aBIUMCH HA 3eMJie, 3amnpeiran BOKpyr Il»xopax
M NPUHAJCA JaATh U Jau3ath eel

— Ilopagok, Tum, — ckasan xynuan. — He
Gerait 6oasiue 3a 3aiiuamu. Ho Tei, 6e3ycsoBHO, n3-
MeHHuJ Bce K JayywiemMy. Mul Hamnu xonogen! Te-
nepr HAAO TOJLKO HEMHOIO OCMOTDETBCA M HANTH
BXOA B noasemennel

et BHOBbL NPUHAIHUCH MCKATh BxoA. OHM Komna-
JIM NOA KaXKIbIM KYCTOM, BHIKANLIBAMH GUTLIE KaM-
HHM, HAaJeACh, YTO, MOKeT OBbITh, CAYYANHO KaKO-
HUbyabp U3 HUX caABHHercA ¢ Mectal 3To GBIIO NOo-HAa-
CTOAILIEMY O4Y€Hb YBJIEKATebHO!
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Ho Bxox mHamuna AHH. 1 npomsomio aro ciy-
yaltno. JleBouKa ycrasa M pelInja OTAOXHYTh. Jle-
A HA TecKe, OHA Ha4Yala BBIBOXHTH KapaKyJH.
Bapyr ee nmambIbl KOCHYJHMCh 4€ro-TO TBEPAOrO M
xonogHoro. OHa pasrpe6ia mecoKk H, IOAYMATh
TOJBLKO, YBHAENA JKeJe3Hoe KOablo! AHH BCKDMKHY-
aa. Jletn mocMOTpeSH Ha Hee.

— 3nech KaMeHb € XKeJe3HLIM KONbIOM! — BHI-
KPUMKHYJa B3BOMTHOBAHHO AnH. PeGaTa 6pocuancs K
Heif. JIKyJuaH CTan KOMaTh M ITOJHOCTBIO OTKOMA
KameHb. B Hem peilictBuTensHO OBLIO KOABLUO, &
Konbua BOMBAJIM B KAMHHM, TOJBLKO KOTAa HYXKHO
6u110 MX oToaBMHYTH KaMeHb ABHO 3aKDLIBANT BXOX
B noxaemense!

et no oyepeAH CTAJIM TAHYTh 3a KOJBLO, HO
KameHb He asuraicA. Torpa IkynuaH 3aBA3an
KOJBIO BepPeBKO Ha ABa-TpH yana, M pefara u3o
BCEX CHJ TMOTAHYJH ero Ha celA.

Kamens casunynca. Jleru 310 rOYyBCTBOBAH.

— JlaBaiite eme pa3, Bce BMecTel — KPUKHYJ
Ixynuan.

Onn eme noranyau. KaMens onaTs CABUHYJICA C
MecTa M BAPYr nogaica Bnepea. OT HeOXKHIAHHONO
TOIYKA geru nonazanu Apyr Ha apyral Tum crpe-
JIOW TIOMYAJICA KO BXOAY M TaAK I'DOMKO 3aJsasi,
CJI0BHO TaM o6HTaNM 3aiflkl BCEero Mupa.

Bckouns Ha Horm, Dxyaunan u »xopmx 6Gpocu-
JHUCh K TIPOXOARY, KOTOPbLI 3aropakMBaJl KaMeHb.
OCTaHOBMBIUMCH mNepeA BXOAOM, OHH IIOCMOTpEJH
BHM3, ¥ JHLA HMX 03apuauch yasibkamu. OHu Ha-
LILTH BXOJ B nouaeme.nb;l KpyToit nposer cryneHek,
BLICRYEHHBIX B CAMOM CKaje, BeJl BHM3 B KpoMeLl-

HYIO TEMHOTY.

— Ilounu! — BockAuKHyn JHKyanaH, BKIIOYHB
tdonapp. — Mpr wauuu, yro xorenu! Tenepr — B
noa3emeJnel
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CryneHskH BHHM3Yy OblIH CKOAb3KHe. IlepBrim
peanyaca K HuM Tum. He yaep:xasiumnce Ha CKOJIB3-
KHX CTYTIEHAX, OH IPOKATHJICA BHHM3 CTYIIEHEK Ha
NATH-1IECTh X 34JAAJ OT CTpaxa. 3a HHMM rmnoien
oxynanan, norom JDxopmk, cnenoMm JIuxk M 3areM
Ann. Jlereit oxBaTHNIO CHABHOE BOTHeHHe. OHM yixe
AeMCTBUTENBLHO HAACAINCH YBUAETH I'PYALI 30J10TA U
BCEBO3MOXKHBIE COKPOBMIIA MTOBCIOAY!

BuHusy, B KpyTOM mpoJiere JeCTHHILI, OuLIO
OYeHb TeMHO M CHWIBHO IAaXJIO IJIECEeHbI0. AHH CTAMO
HEMHOIO XYIITHO.

— ITo-moemy, BO3AYX BHHM3Yy HODMAJNBHBINA, —
samerua Jxyanan. — HHoraa nmox aemaeit B Takux
Mectax OH ObIBaer He oueHb xopownii. Ecau KT0o-10
nouyBscTByer cefA MJIOX0, CKAXXUTEe — MbI CHOBA
BRIfiIeM Ha BO3AyX.

Ho kak 61 mi1oxo uM HH 661710, HUKTO He ofmou-
BHJICA HHU ca0oBOM. JIo TOro sin, 4To6H yMaTh O CBO-
€M CaMOYYBCTBHM, KOTa BCe TAK MHTEpecHo!

Crynennkn yxoaunmn panexo BHH3. Haxownen
oM KoHuyMauch. Jl)Kynauan cnycTmiacsa ¢ mocuexHed
¥ ocseTna QoHApPHKOM npocTpaHcTBO. CTpaHHOoe Me-
cTo.

ITonsemenne 3amxa Kuppux pacrosaranoch B ca-
moit ckane. lleru He MOraM ckasaTth, GbLIM JaM TIe-
1IepLl eCTECTBEHHBIMHU, WIH HUX caenanau mioau. Ho,
6e3yC/IOBHO, OHM OYEeHb TAWHCTBEHHBIC, TEMHbLIE M
rayxue. JDKyauaH OT BONHEHWA B3NOXHYJ, M TYT
ero B3f0X TNOIUIBII B KAMEHHhIE MMelepbl U CHJb-
HBIM 3XOM DacIpPOCTPAHMJICA BOKDYT, CJOBHO B3A0X
sKuBOro cyuiecrsa. Jeram crano He o cebe.

— Kaxk crpanno? — ckasana tuxo Dxopmx. U
TYT e 3X0, NMOAXBATHUB €€ CJIOBA, PA3HeCJO U YCH-
JHUJIO KX 3By4YaHHE, U U3 BCeX MOA3EMHBIX Ierep
JIOHOCWJINCh CHOBA ¥ CHOBA AEBOYKHHBI cJoBa: « Kax
crpanno? Kak crpanno? Kak crpanuo?s
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Aun cxsatuna 3a pyky JIuka. OHa ucnyranacs.
Oxo eit coBceM He HpaBuwyoch. OHA, KOHEYHO, 3HAJA,
YTO 3TO BCEro JIMIIb 3X0, HO el moxkasaiock, 6yaATo
310 GBLIM 1OJIOCA COTeH JIIOAel, TOMMBIIIKUXCA B MOA-
aeMenbax!

— Kaxk THI aymaems, rae CIMTKH? — CIPOCHJ
Ouk. 1 MrHoBeHHO Inemiephl BEPHYJH HA3aJ €ero
cnosa: «Cantkul Caurkul Caurkuls

Jxxynauan 3acMesJiCA, M ero CMeX Pas’aeJHICA Ha
JECATKH APYTHX, KOTOPhIe JOHOCHJIMCh M3 IoOA3e-
Menbfi M KPYKMIHCh BOKPYT CHABIILIABIUKX HX Ae-
Teit. 910 6BLIO OYeHb CTPAHHO.

— Iloitnemre, — ckasan xyaunan. — Moker
6bITh, 3X0 CTHXHET JaJbllie.

— Hdanbuze, — oTBeTHNO Cpady 3x0. — Jlasnbiue!

Orolina oT XpyTOit JeCTHHLBI, AETH cTanu obcie-
nosath nogsemenne. OHO AeHCTBUTENBHO NPEACTAaB-
nano cobolt moagBasbl, TAHYLIMECA NOA 3aMKoM. Ha-
BEPHO, MHOINO-MHOIO JIeT TOMY Ha3ah 3[eCh AepiKa-
¥ HECYACTHBIX 3AKJIOUEHHBIX, HO B OCHOBTIOM
noa3emeine GLLIO NMPEAHA3HAYEHO AJA CKJANOB.

— WurepecHo, B KaKoil 4acTH nox3eMesbd xpa-
HUIU CauTKu, — ranan xyauan. OH ocTaHOBUII-
¢, BLIHYJ M3 KapMmaHa IJIaH M NOCBeTHJ Ha Hero
dboHapuKoM. XOTA HA HeM U GbLIO COBEpPLIEHHO KOH-
KpeTHO OBO3HAYEHO IMoA3eMeNbe, I'e HAXOXHJIUCh
CJIUTKH, MAJLYUK He Mor coobpas3uTh, TAe OHU ceii-
Yac HaXOAATCH.

— Oit, cMoTpHTE, 31ECH ECTh ABEPHh B APYroe moj-
3emesbel — HEOXHMOAHHO BOCKJAMKHYNR JuK. —
Knanycse, 3To noasemennse, Koropoe Mol umem! Kiaa-
HYCh, CJIMTKH 31ech!



TJIABA TPH TAS
Cnyck B noA3eMeabe

Yetripe hoHAPA MIHOBEHHO OCBeTHMJIM AEDEeBAH-
Hy10 ABepb. OHa 6bLna GosnblIas, MacCuBHAA, cOMTAA
orpoMHeIMH reo3aamu. Or paaoctu JKyauaH 3aBo-
nmun U Gpocuiaca K Heit. OH 4YyBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO 34
IBEpbIO Moj3eMenbe, rAe, KOHEYHO e, XPaHWIH
YTO-TO.

Oanako aseps 6blaa NMJIOTHO 3aKphITa. CKOJb-
KO HH TOJKai, CKONBKO HM faeprail ee, HE OTKpO-
erca. B asepu OGnina GoabliaA 3aMOYHAA CKBAXKH-
Ha, HO Ge3 xmoual [leTu B OTYAAHHM YCTABMJIMCh
Ha asepb. Yepr Bo3bmu! Toabko GBIIO OHM pe-
LINJIM, 4YTO CIAMTKH YiKe AeHCTBHUTEJIBHO DPAAOM,
KakK TyT 3Ta Asepsbl

— INonpobyeM TomopoM, — CKa3a HEOXKHIAHHO
Ilxxyanan. — Moxker, yaacTcs BHIJIOMATH 3aMOK.

— IIpexkpacHan uaesl — obpagosanach JHKOpIK. —
Torapa nouuiu!

Oroiina or ABepH, AETH PELIMJIH BEPHYTHLCA TeM
xe nyTtem, kakum npuuau. Ho nmoasemenne okasa.
JIOCh TAKHM GOJIBILMM M C IOMELLEHUAMH IOXO0XKH-
MH Jpyr Ha Apyra, 4To pebaTa morepsuIH AOpOry.
IIsrTasces oTeicKaTh OOPATHBIN NMYTh K JIECCTHUYHOMY
npoJieTy, OHH CAY4YaiHO HATKHYJMCh Ha cTrapbie Ou-
Thle GOYKM, TMOKPLIBILMECH IJIECEeHBIO APOBA, ITyC-
Thie OYTHIJIKH M ellle HA YTO-TO.

— 9t10 yxacHo! — BOCKJMKHYA JKyamaH. —
He npexacrasasio, rae 3aech BIXOA. MEI BCe LILTH,
LUIJX — TO B OAHO MoOA3eMenbLe, TO B aApyroe. OHH
TaK TOXOXKHM JApyra Ha Apyra, TeMHble, 3aTXJble H
TaUMHCTBEHHEIE.
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— ITo-MmoeMy, MBI OCTaHeMCA 3aech HaBceraal —
Mpa4yHO 3aMeTmyia AHH.

— Taynennkal — BocKAuKHYJ MK, B3AB ee 3a
pyKy. — Ckopo Mul Haltnem Beixoa. IIpuser! A aro
yto?

et ocraHoBMaHCh. B6AM3M HM mNOKAa3aJIOCh,
yto 310 OBLIA KMDNHYHAA ABIMOBAA TpyGa, TAHYB-
mwascA or noronka Ao noxaa. J[KyauaH nocseruia
(oHADHKOM M 3aAyM&JICA B HEJOYMEHHH.

— § 3Ha10, 4TO 3TOl — HEOKHAAHHO AOraAAJaCh
xopmx. — 910 ke Kosopen! IlomunTe, OH n3obpa-
JKEH M Ha IUIaHe MoA3eMeNbfA, H Ha IUIaHe NepBOoro
araxka. I{a, HO OoH yxoaut rayGoko BHu3. UHTepec-
HO, & eCTh 3ecCh OTBepcTHe, 4TO6 B Ioj3eMenne TO-
e MOXKHO 6b110 Ha6paTh BOALI, KAK HaBepxy?

Hern pemnan nouckars. OTBepcTHe 0KA3aIOCh C
JApYroif CTOPOHBI KOJOALIA, X AOBOJIBHO GOsbLIOE Q1A
TOro, 4rofsl peGEHOK MOr MPOCYHYTBHCA B HErO C ro-
JIOBOM M IJIeYaMHM M MOCMOTpeTh BHHM3. Pefara mo-
ceeTnan doHapukamu BHU3 u BBepx. Konoaeu Gouin
TaKkol rayGoKHii, 4TO M ceifyuac HEeBO3MOXKHO O6blIO
pasraagetrs AHa. JKyauaH cHoBa GpOCHJI BHM3 Ka-
MYILEK, HO He YCJIBIIIAJ] HY 3ByKAa ero najeHus, Hu
IiecKa BoAbl. MaJbuMK NOCMOTpPES HaBepX M yBH-
nen caabblil npobyiecK cBeta, MPOHMKABILUMI MeXAY
CTEeHOM W TPECHYTOM NJIMTOM, 3aCTpABLUEN B KOJIOA-
ue. Ha artoit nmante n cugen Tum B oxxkugaHum cna-
CeHUS.

— HMa, — cka3an J[)KyauaH, — 3TO AeCTBUTEb-
Ho Kosoaeu. Kak crpauno! Hy, Teneps-to, 06Hapy-
JKHUB KOJIOZELl, MbI Y2Ke 3HaeM, YTO BbIXOJ M3 11043e-
MeJibi AOJKEH HaXOAUTHCA rae-To rnobansocrul

Hetu cHoBa oxxkuBHAKCL. OHM B3AAMCH 34 PYKH U
Ha4YaJM HCKATh BbIXOA. SIpKHe JyuyH GOHAPHKOB
CBETHJIMCh TO 3[1eCh, TO TaM. Bapyr AHH 3aBu3ikana
OT pajoCTH:



— Bor Brixoa! OH aomxeH 6biTh 3aech. 1 BuKY
ceer!

Jeru nosepHyaM 3a yron — u To4dHol Tam Guina
CTYNeHbKA KPpYTOl JIeCTHHLbI, BeAyluel Hasepx.
Jxyaunan GbICTPO OrJIAAENCA KPYroM, YTo0bI 3arIOM-
HUTh gopory. OH coBepuUIeHHO He ObLI yBepeH, 4T0
onATh HalgeT AepeBAHHYIO ABEePb, KOrAa OHU CHOB&
cniycrarca cioaal

PeGaTa BhILLIX HA couHeuHbI cBer. Ilocse mpo-
XJaakl B IOA3eMeJibe TAK NMPUATHO ObLIO BHOBB MNO-
YyBCTBOBATh TeILI0. J)KyaMaH noCMOTpesa Ha 4ack
M YIKacHyJCA: «Yike nonoBuHa ceanmorol Ilonosuna
ceasmorol He yauBMTENBHO, YTO A IIPOrOJIOAAJICH.
Mzu1 gaxke He nuau yaii; Bce Konanu aa 6poanaH no
NOoA3eMeNbI0 HECKOJBKO YACOB MOAPALS.

— JlaBaiiTe TOraa NOMONIAHMYAEM H 3A0QHO MOY-
JKMHaeM, Mpexkae 4YeM 3aifMeMCA 4eM-TO elue, —
npeanoxun JIuk. — MHe Kaxkercs, A He eJ ITOYTH
rox.

— Jla, ecan He cuMTaTh, 4YTO 3a 00eaOM Th!
CbeJl MouTH BABoe 6Onblue OCTAJBLHBIX, — HAaYan
Bo3MyLeHHO YKy auan. 3aTeM OH yCMexXHyJcA. —
S Toxe, KaxKeTcsa, 340pPOBO NPOroJogaicsa, — CKa-
3an OH. — JleificTBUTENBHO, AABAITE-KA XOPOLIEHb-
Ko moeaum. Jopax, Kak Hacyer TOro, 4ToOn
BCKHIATUTh YalHUK M CAeJaTh KaKao MJIH 4TO-
uubyap eme? A 3ameps, noxka Mbel GpoAMJIM TNIO
NoA3eMeJIbIO.

Kax 310poB0O 6BIJIO KMIATHTL BOAY B 4YaliHUKe
Ha KocTpe M3 cyxux Berok! Jletu ¢ yaOBOJALCTBHEM
JIeKAJH BO3JIe KOCTpA, YYBCTBYA TEILIO BedepHero
conHua, U end G6yTep6pOAL! C CHIPOM, ITMPOrH M IIe-
yeHbe. OHHN OBLIH OYeHb ZOBOJbHBI cofoit. Tumy TO-
JKe JocTajach Xopomuas ega. EMy He ouyeHb ITOHpa-
BWJIOCH B NOA3eMeJbe, U OH Bexxan pAxoM ¢ pebara-
MH C ONmylIeHHbBIM XxBocToM. Ilec 6bLT Hamyras
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CTPAHHBIM 3XOM, AOHOCHBILIMMCA CO BCeX CTOPOH.
THMY KA3aJI0Ch, YTO B NMOA3EeMeJbe GBUIO TTOJIHO CO-
6ax, ¥ CTOWJIO eMy raBKHYTh, KAK OHM HAYMHAJIM
naaTL rpomuye ero. Ilocse aroro oH Gossca naske
B3Bu3rnyThl Ho ceituac on BHOBB 6Bl CYACTAMB, IIO-
efad JAKOMBbIE KYCOYKH, KOTOPHBIMM €r0 YTOLIAIH
nern, ¥ ausan J[XKOpMIK, KAK TOJBKO OKA3BIBAJICA
pAaoOM c Helk.

B neBATOM uacy ZeTH 3aKOHYMJIHM €CTh H CJIOMKH-
JH ocTaTKH nuIK. JHKyaHaH B3rJIAHYA HA ApYy3eit.
ConHue caguiaoch, ¥ CTAHOBHJIOCH ITPOXJIAXHO.

— He 3nalo, KaKk BaM, HO MHe y»Xe He XOo4YeTrcs
CEerofHA BO3BPALIATLCA B NMOA3EMENbe RaXKe MJIA TO-
ro, 4To6sl pa3bHUThL TONOPOM ABEPhb M OTKPHITH eel
ycran. He xorenocs 6l mayraTs B IOA3EMeNbe
HOYBIO.

Bce ucKpeHHe COrJIaCHAMCh C HHMM, OCOBEHHO
AnH, KoTOopas BraitHe 60ANaCh, YTO OHH CHOBA IOii-
OYT B noa3eMenne BedepoM. MaJieHbKasa [OeBOYKa
MOYTH 3aCHINANIa HA XOAY, TAK CHJIBLHO OHA YCTaJja
OT TAMXeNoi pabfoThl H BreYaTJeHHIA.

— TMMoauumaitca, AuH, — cxasara J[xopmx,
NOATONKHYB JeBOYKY, 4To0hl Ta BcTana. — Tebe nmo-
pa cnath. Celfyac JsKeM Ha MOJy B TOM KOMHAaTKe
H NMPHXKMEMCHA APYT K APYXKKe IOA niexaMm. A yT-
pOM, KOrga NpOCHEMCA, Cpa3y INOAyMAaeM, KakK OT-
KPRHITh Ty GOaBLIYIO ABEDb.

et HanpaBMAMCL B KAMEHHYI0 KOMHATKY.
Tum wen paaoMm. CBepHyBIINCh KATAYHKAMH IOA
njenaMu, aeTH ycHyau. Tum npunoas x Jxopmx
U AHH U Jer K HMM Ha HorMm. Ilec Gbln Taxoit
TAXeABIN, YTO AHH NPHUIIAOCH CIIMXHYTH €ro co
csoux Hor. Ho mec cHoBa Jser e#t Ha Horu. Ona
3acToHajna BO CHe. TMM momMoTan XBOCTOM H TH-
xeno mnenHyaca eft B Horu. Torma Ixopax
npusiexna ero cefe Ha Horn. OHa Gblia cuacT-
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JIUBA, Jie)Ka PAJOM C HUM H YyBCTBYH €ro Ahbixa-
uue. leBouka HoueBana Ha cBoeM ocrpoBe. OHa
Obl1a yBepeHa, YTO OHM IOYTH HAIUJIH 30JI0Thie
cautku. C neit 6611 Tum. OH cnan y Hee Ha nue-
Ae. B KOHIE KOHLIOB, MOXeT, BCé M YCTPOMTCA
xKak-Hu6yas. U Ixxopmx 3acuyna. lleru 4yBCT-
BoBaNH cela B mnoaHON 6e30ImMacHOCTH — HX OX-
pauan Tum. [o yTpa OHHM cnanu CIIOKOMHO, IOKa
Tum He yBuAen 3aliua, npobecasiero yepe3 pas-
PYILIEHHYIO apKy, BeAyliyi0 B KOMHaTKy. OH 6po-
CHJICA 3a HHM B NOroHio. Bckouyus ¢ nuenos,
oH pa3byaun Ixopax. Ona npucena, norupas
raasa.

— Bcrasalitel — KPHKHYJ8 OHA& OCTAJBHBIM. —
Bcerasaitre Bcel Yike yrpo. Mu1 Ha ocTpose.

Hetn npocHyauchk. J[0 4yero ke CJAaBHO CHAETH
noa oaeAnaMH H BcrioMuHaTh 060 Bcem! IDkyauan
cpa3y noayman o Goawioit nepesaHHOIl asBepu. OH
OLLT yBepeH, YTO CKOpO B3JIOMaeT ee ToriopoM. dro
OHH TaM Hailayr?

Pebara cenn 3aBrpakath. Enn oHH, KaK O6GLIYHO,
mHoro. ITorom J)kyauan B3An TOrnop u rosesn peGAT
K Jectuuue. TuM men ¢ HuMu, BUIAA xBocToM. Ilo
npasae rosops, ero He oco0eHHO pPafoBAJIA MBICJb,
4YTO OH MAET B CTPAHHOE MeCTO, rae Jaior cobaxu,
KOTODBIX K TOMY e HeJIb3A oOGHapy»KuTb. Beausrii
Tum HHUKOraa He rnoiimMer, YTO TaKoe 3xol

OHu cHOBa cniycTHauch nox demuno. Ho Temneps,
KOHEe4YHO, OHH He CMOTIJIM HAUTH JepeBAHHYIO ABeps!
Bor y»x myuenmne. '

— Mmu onaTtes norepaeM aopory, — cKasajia
J>XOpMK B OTYAAHHH. — OTO TOA3EMeJIbe IOXO0XKe
Ha caMblil 3anyTaHHBIA JAaOMPHHT, KOTOPBIA MHe
uasecteH! Mu1 onaTe He Halinem BrIxoxnl

¥ Ixxynuana BO3HHKJA NpeKpacHas MbICAb. B
KapMaHe y Hero oxkasajca Kycok mena. OH jpocran
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€ro M, BePHYBIUKCh K JIGCCTHHIIE, HAPUCOBAJ Ha CTe-
He cTpeiaky. {BUrasce Aajiblile MO 3AaTXJBIM, TE€M-
HBEIM KOPDHMAODPA&M, OH DHCOBAJ MEJIOM METKH B IIPO-
xonax. Korna oum pouumm mo xosoaua, I KyauaH
obpagosaca.

— Teneps, — cKa3aJx OH, — OOHAA OO Kosoaua,
MBI IO KpaiiHeil Mepe CMOXeM II0 METKaM HaiTH
nopory K suxoxny. Hy, a nansme kyaa? IlonpoGyem
nouckarts. 51 6yay craBUTh MeTKH Ha creHax. Ecan
MBI TOIAEM He TeM ITyTeM M HAM NPHAETCA Bep-
HYTLCH, COTPEM 3TH METKH M, HAYMHAA OT KOJIOALA,
CHOBA HAYHEM HCKAaTh APYTYIO A0pOry.

Hnen Gulna aeficreurensHo npexpacHas! CHava-
na pefATa MOLLIH He B TOM HANPAaBJEHHH, M UM
NPHILIOCh BePHYTLCA Ha3al, crepeB MeTKH Jxyau-
aHa. BepHyBIINCH K KOJIOALLY, OHH OTNPABUJIMCH B
NMPOTHBOIOJIOKHYIO cTopoHy. Ha ator pas um yaa-
Jock OGHAPYXHUTH ABephl

Ona 6bL1a MaCCHBHAf, KpenKasa, 'BO3AHM B Heit
sapokasenn. JleTM Cc TpereToM CMOTpeJHM Ha Hee.
Jhxyauan 3amaxHyJaca Toropom. Paspancs Tpeckl!
BoH3uB TOnop B AepeBO, OH CTAJ NMOBOPAYMBATH €r0
pAaaoM ¢ 3aMo4HOIM ckBayxknHOi. Ho nepeso noka He
noaxasanock. Torop sowmen Bray6n mioifima Ha ABa.
Jxxynuan pyGauya ro asepu ere pa3s. Tormop nonan
B GosblION I'BO3AL H OTCKOJB3HYJA B CTOpOHy. Or-
POMHaA LIENKAa BbLIeTesa U3 ABepH U 3anena OeaHs-
ry Iuka mno eke!

On B3BbL1 OT Gonu. HMcnyrasuruces, Ixynuan
noabexxan kK 6paTy H NOBEPHYJ ero K cebe JHIIOM.
ITo mexe I{uxa Teksa Kpossl

— YT0-TO OTNETENO OT ABEPH H IONAJO B Me-
HA, — cKa3aa Geguara [Iuk. — Ilenka uam ewue
4TO-TO.

— Boxel — BockaukHya JDKyauaH ¥ noceeTun
¢donapukom Ha JInka. — Mookewus moreprners He-
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muoro? 51 BuiTainy y Teba menky. Ona Gosnbiunan u
BCE ellle TOPYMT B ILEKe.

Ho Hdux cam BuiTammn ee. JIMLO €ro MCKa3nIoCh
or Gonu, ¥ OoH nobieaHes.

— Tebe ayyuie NOAHATLCA HA BO3AYX M NOGLITH
TaM HeMHOro, — npemnoxun JDxyauan. — Mu
npomoeM Tebe LIEeKy B KaK-HHOyab OCTAHOBHM KO-
BoTeyeHne. ¥ AHH €CThb YMCTHIf HOCOBOM ILIATOK.
IIpomoem pany u npunoxum K Helt naatox. K cua-
CTBHIO, MBI 3aXBATHJH ¢ coBoit Boxy.

— 81 noitgy ¢ AIuxom, — npeanoxmna AHH. —
A T ocrasaiica ageck ¢ Ixopmx. He crout Bcem
MATH.

Ho IxyamaH pemums, 4TO YK Jydlle cHavala
OH YBUAHMT, Kak JIux 61aronogy4yHQ BeIAET HA BO3-
XYyX, K NOTOM OCTABHUT €ro ¢ AHH, 8 CAM BepHeTCA K
Jxopmx npoaoxaTh Aanbiue py6uTh ABepb. Jxy-
Jual organ Tonop JHxopmx.

— Moskemrs HeMHOro nopaoraTs TONOPOM, MO-
Ka MeHA HeT, — cKasay oH. — IorpeGyercsa Bpemsa,
4yTo6Bl B3JIOMATh 3Ty ABephb. Ilopaforaii roka, a A
CITYyLIIyCh HA3aJ Yepe3 HeCKOJbKO MMHYT. MBI Jlerko
Hal{aeM JOpory K BHIXOAY IO MOMM METKAaM.

— Xopomol — cornacuaaces J[Kopayx M B3sja
Tonop. — Beauniit [Iuk, TH BHIMJIAOMILB YIKACHO.

OcrasuB Tuma u J)kopax, KoTopas CMeJxO ara-
Kosasa Gosaburyio aseps, JDxyaman mosen Iluka u
AHH HaBepx, Ha cBeXXHi#l Bo3agyx. AHH ofMaKHyJa B
YalffHUK C BOAOM IJIATOK M OCTOPOXKHO NPHJIOMKHJIA
ero K miexe Iuxa. Kposs Texksna oueHb CHIBHO, KakK
0o6BIYHO OHA TeyeT M3 LIEK, HO PaHA HA CAMOM JeJe
6bL1a HecepbedHoit. K JIUKy BepHYJICA HOPMANbHBIMH
(BT JIKIA, X OH 38XOTeJ CHOBA CITYCTHTHCA B IIOA-
3eMeJbe.

— Her, syuiue noJyie)Xxy ere HeMHOIO Ha CITMHe, —
nocoseroBas xymuan. — S 3Haio, OGBIMHO 3TO IIOMO-
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raer, Korga M3 Hoca mzaer Kposb. MoskeT, 310 IOMo-
JKeT M NPH TAKOM KpoBOTeueHHH. CxoauTe Jyuiie K
TeM CKajJaM, rae BHAHO Kopabab, nolyasTe Tam
nosruacuka wiM nobosaswe. IlonemMre, A orBexy Bac
TyAa M ocTaBai0 HeHazoaro. He Bcrasail, moka He
OCTAHOBHTCA KPOBb, CTADHK.

JxyamaH mpoBOaMJ MX M3 3aMKa A0 CKaJ,
KOTODHIE CMOTDEJM HA OCTPOB CO CTOPOHBI MODA.
TemHBIit Koprmyc cTaporo Kopabas Bce elie TOp-
YyajJ Ha cKajaax. JIMK Jer Ha CIIMHY M YCTaBHJCH
ranaszamu B He6O, HajgeACh, YTO CKOPO KpPOBb IIe-
pectaHeT MATH. EMY He XOTeJOCh NpONYCKATH
HHTEepecHoe cobniTHe! .

Ann B3ana 3a pyxy Juxa. OHa ouyeHb paccTpou-
Jach U3-3a cayunsuierocsa. M xora oHa ToxKe He XO-
Tesla TIPOMMYCTMTh MHTEpecHoe coObITHe, OHA BCE XKe
NpeanoYnuTaia OCTaTheA ¢ J[JMKOM, ITOKa eMy He CTa-
Her Jayumie. J[)KyauaH nocuaena ¢ HUMH MHUHYTKH
ABe M 3aTeM OCTABWJ HMX, HAIDABMBIINUCH CHOBA K
KpyToit sectHuue. OH e, OPHeHTUPYACH N0 CBOUM
OTMeTKaM, M BCcKope Hawen J[xopmxK, cpakasLIyIo-
cf C ABEPBIO C TOMOPOM B PYKax.

JeBouka 3a0poBO pasgoabuia WMeCTO BOKPYT
3aMKa, HO OH HMKAaK He JoMayca. JKynuaH B3s y
Hee TOMoOp M M30 Bceit cunnl yaapuia. Ilocse oguoro-
ABYX YaapoB, KaXXeTcd, C 3aMKOM 4YTO-TO ITPOM3OIL-
J0. OH cTan maTaTeCad M HEMHOro noxkocmiaca. Ouu
TOJKHYJAY ABEPh BABOEM — M 3aMOK C IDOXOTOM
BhIna. J[Bepb CO CKPHIIOM OTKDBINACH, M AETH BOIII-
JM BHYTPb, C BOJIHEHMEM OCBeTUB romerueHue ¢o-
HApHKaMH.

Komnara npeacrasnsna coboit HeGoapuryio mne-
mepy B ckage. Ho B Helt GLIJIO YTO-TO COBEPILIEHHO
Heroxodkee Ha Te GOYKHM M AIIMKH, KOTOPbIe AETH
o6HapYyKMBaJIM B APYTHMX KOMHATax. B KOHue Kom-
HATBhl B Ky4Ye JIeXKAJIN CTPaHHBIe, B (JOpMe KHPIH-
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yell, NMpeAMeTh! TYCKJIOINO 3KeJITO-KOPHYHEBOTO Me-
Tasna. J{KyauaH B3AJ OOMH.

— Jxxopmxk! — sakpuuan oH. — Cautkul 9to
Hacrosaiee 3oao0tol S 3HAaI0, BEITIAAUT HEIOXO0Xe,
HO 310 OHO. [>)kopmx, o, lkopmx, B 3TOM noasase
HaXOAMTCA KYCOYeK CYacThA, U OH TBOill MBI Ha-
LILJTA ero HaxoHery



I'JIABA YETBHIP TASA
3aA0KHHKH

Jxopax He MOriaa BRIMOJBHUTL HHM cjoBa. OHa
CTOAJIA M NMPOCTO CMOTpeJAa HA TPYAY CJIHTKOB,
Aepxa oauH B pyke. JleBouKe mMpOCTO He BepH-
JIOCh, 4YTO 3TH CTPaHHBIe npeaMeTnl B (dopme
KHDIMHYHKA M €CThb HACTOALIME 30JI0Thle CAUTKH.
Cepaue ee 3abuioch Onicrpee. Kakas npexpachas,
yyaecHaa Haxoxkxal

Bapyr Tum rpomko 3anaan. Ilec cToas ciMHOM K
AETAM, MODAO# K ABEPH U OTYAAHHO Jnasil

— 3amonun, Tum, — ckasan Ixyauan. — Yro
TH! yeasinan? Moxer, pe6ara BoaBpamaorca?

OH noaowien K ABepH M KPUKHYN B rpoxox: ¢ Iuk!
Amnnl 910 Bi? Aaure cxopeit, Mu1 Hanutn kil Mur
nanum nx! Bricrpeii! Bricrpeiils

TvM npekpaTHn JaATh W 3aperdan. Jxopmx
YAWUBJIEHHO IIOCMOTpENAa Ha Hero.

— Yrto npoucxoaur ¢ Tumom? — yauBuaacn
oHa. — OH He MO)KeT puIuATh TaK Ha J[MKa ¥ AHH.

HdeTH cTpamrHO mepenyrajiuch, KOTAA YCJBI-
IIAH MYMXCKOM rosoc, HOHOCHMBIUMICA M3 TeM-
HOTO NPOXOAA H CTPAHHLIM 3XOM PA3HOCHBILMIA-
CA TIOBCIOAY.

— Ko anecs? K10 3gecr Haxoxurca’

Hcnyraunaa xopmx suenuiaack B J[xyauana.
Tum npoposxan perdath. Illepctsh Ha ero crimue
BCTaNA ABIGOM.

— Tume, Tum! — npomenrana J[KOpmax, Bbl-
xmouus ponaps. Ho TuMa npocTo HeBO3MOXKHO Obl-
110 yHATH. OH NMPOAOJLKAN PEIYATH. ITO HATIOMUHANO
MaJIeHbKHM} 1mTopMm.
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Pebara yBuaeau, Kaxk Apkuit nya Goasioro ¢o-
HApA CBeDKHYJ M3-3a YTJA KOpHAOpA. 3aTeM CBeT
ynan Ha HuX. YenoBek, aep:kasmumit GoHApSL, OCTa-
HOBMJICH B YAMBJICHHMH.

— Tak, Tak, Takl — BOCKJIHKHYJ IOJOC. —
CMotpH, KT0 3aecs. [{Boe fetelt B moxseMenne MOero
3aMKa.

— Kax 210 ¢MOero 3amkale— KDHKHyJa
Jhxopak.

— JHa, xpomka. 910 Mot 3amok. I mokymaio
€ro, — OTBETHJI IoJIOC.

— Yro BHI 3zech aenaere? Hy, 4to TH xoTena
cKa3aTh, Koraa 3sana JIuxka u Auu? Twm ckaszana,
410 BBl Hauum cauTku? Kakue cauTku? — mocasl-
masuca apyroit Gonee rpy6ui# rojaoc.

— He orBeuait, — wennya xxyanan IHxopmk.
Ho 3X0 NMOAXBATHJIO €ro CJIOBA, ¥ OHH 3a3BYYAJH
rpomye B npoxojae: «He orseuali! He orseuaitls

— Tax, 3HauuT, BeI He Oysere oTBeYaTh, — CKa-
3aJ1 BTOpOiMt My)XYHHa H nogowen Kk peGaram. Tum
OCKAJMJICA HA Hero, HO, NO-BHAMMOMY, MYKYHHAa
HUYYTHh He Hcryrasca. Ilonokaa K aBepH, OH nocse-
TN oHapeM BHYTPb M OT YAMBJIEHHSA ITPHCBMCT-
HYJIL.
— JDxeitk! Barnanu-ka cional — BOCKIMKHYJ
OH. — Tr1 6bL1 npas. 30J10TO AEHCTBHUTEABLHO 31€Ch.
A xax nerxo ynecru! Ono B ciintkax. YecTHoe CJI0O-
BO, 3TO CAMOe yAa4HOe Aeiblle, KOTOpoe Mhl KOria-
au60 MPOBOPAYMBAJIH.

— 910 MoOe 30/10T0, — B APOCTH BBIKDHKHYJA
Jxopmx. — M ocTpoB, H 3aMOK NPHHAAIEKAT
moeit MaMe, M BCe, YTO 3[1eCb HAXOXUTCA — TOXKeE.
9TO 30J0TO NpHBE3 M CIOpATAN 3xech MoH
npanpanpanpajeiyiuka A0 TOro, KakKk ero Ko-
pabas norepnen Kpyiuenue. OHO He Baue, ¥ HHU-
Koraa He Gyzer samuum! Kax TOAbLKO f BepHYCh RO-
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MOM, A TYT e PACCKaXKy mname ¢ MaMoi, YTO MbI
3fech HALILTH, M TOraa y» OyabTe yBepeHnl, BaM He
YABCTCA KYNHTH 3aMOK HJAH ocTpoB! Bu oueHs yMm-
Hble — COOOpPa3nJIM, YTO HA ILUIaHe, KOTOphIMk GLL1 B
CTApOM ALIMKeE, ITOKAa3aHo 30J1010. Ho BEI He NpUHA-
JH B pacyer Hac. MBI nepBBIMH HAlLIH 30J10TO!

My»XuuHsl MOTYa CAYLIAAH OTYETJHBYIO, T'HEB-
Hy10 peus Jxopmx. Bapyr oaun aacmesica.

— PefeHOK, — cKa3an OH, — moxyMalt cama,
KAK Bl MO)XKeTe NOoMeIIaTh HAaM Ao0HTHCA CBOEro?
M=l cofupaeMCA KYIHTh OCTPOB H BCE, YTO HA HEM
ecTh. 3071070 MHEI 3afepeM, Koraa noxmumem Gyma-
ru. Ho ecim HaM mae M He YAACTCA KYINHUTBb OCT-
poB, MEl B JIO6OM ciayyae BO3bMEM 30J0TO. Beamb
NPUIJILITL CIOAA HA KopabJje, neperpaBHTh CAMTKH
Ha JIOAKE M TOrpy3HTh HX Ha XKopabib AOBOJBLHO
aerko. He BosHyiiTech, MBI NOJYYHM TO, YTO XO-
THM.

— Hetl — Bocknuxnyna JDHKOpIK M BBILILIA K3
KoMHaThel. — 1 celfuac »xe moexy M paccCKaXxy oTuy,
YTO BBl 31eCh N'OBOPIIIH.

— Kpomka, Tel He noeaeIub JOMOM, — CKa3as
nepBuIif My)>XYHHA M, B3AB e€e 3a IUIEYH, CHJIOIk
BTOJIKHYJ1 B TIOA3eMease. — Mexay npouyuM, ecau
He XO4Yellb, YTOOB! A MOACTPEJMNJ TBOIO NMPOTHBHYIO
cobaKy, ycriokoit ee, nousaa?

J>xopmk B yKace ysuaena, KaKk B PyKe y MykK-
yuHb! OnecHyJs peBonbBep. McyraBiuuce, OHa CXBa-
tiia Tuma 3a wieo u npuxkana K cebe.

— Cnokotino, TuMm, — cKasana oHa. — Bce B
nopaakKe.

Ho TuM npexpacHO NMOHMMAJI, YTO 3TO He TakK,
4YTO YTO-TO Cayuynjochk. OH nMpoao/Kan APOCTHO pPbI-
4aTh.

— A Teneps caymaliTe MeHS, — CKA3aJ MYX-
4YHHa, NeperoBOpUB CO CBOMM mnpusArtejeM. — Ecau
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Gynete BecTH ceba No-yMHOMY, MbI He CAeJIaéM BaM
Hudero roxoro. Ho ecam craHere ynmpAMHUTHCA —
noxaneere. Celiuac caesaeM Taxk: MBIl YIUIBIBAEM Ha
MOTODKe, & BaC CIIOKOMHEHBKO 3aKDLIBAEM 3[€eCh.
Mm Bo3sMeM Kopalnp M BepHeMmcsa 3a 3ojsoroM. Ka-
JKeTCa, Teneps He CTOMT IMOKYNnaTh ocTpoB. MuI 3Ha-
eM, rie HaXOMUTCA 30JI0TO.

— Bl ke HamnuuIeTe 3alHMCKy CBOMM ADY3bAM.
Cxakere MM, YTO HAIIK 30JI0TO, YTOOLI OHM IIDH-
IILIH TIOCMOTDETh HA HEero, — IIPOAOJIKAT BTOPONR
MyKyuHa. — MBal 3akpoeM Bac 3aech, B INoOx3e-
MeJbe, TIOMTDATh C 30JIOTOM M OCTABHM BaM eny C
BOMOM, nMoka He BepHemcA. Bor xapanpam. ITumu
sanmucky JIuxky u AHH, MM KakK HX TaMm, a cobaka
orHecer. [laBaii.

— He 6yay, — orpesana xopmxk. JInuo y
Hee 6b1y10 3710e. — 51 He 6yay. Bul He 3acTraBuTe
MeHA caenats 3ro. I He monymny, utober Gen-
Harn JIuxk u AHH, CIYCTHBIUMCH CIOZA, CTaJH
sanoxxHukamMmu. 1 He oraaM BaM cBOe 30J0TO.
3TO A HauLIAa ero.

— Ecaun He caenaems 10, 4TO Te6e CKA3aHO, MBI
3aCTpesIMM TBOIO CO0aKy, — HEOKHMAAHHO CKa3al
nepsuiit My»xuuHa. ¥ J[)Kopmx aamepJso cepaLe U oT
crpaxa nobexxau MypaluKH 1o Tery.

— Her, Her, — CKa3ana OHa THXHM IOJIOCOM, B
KOTOPOM 3BYYA&JIO OTYAAHHE.

— Xopowo, TOraa NMUILKM 3aITMCKY, — HacTauBan
MY>K4YMHA, IPOTAHYB el Kapanaamu u 6ymary. — Jla-
Bail. I CKaXKy, YTO HY»KHO HAITHCATD.

— He mory, — peimana Jxopax. — He xouy,
4yT06b! IMK ¥ AHH CTAIH 3AJIOKHHKAMH.

— Xopowio, TOoraa A MOACTPENIO Ica, — CKasal
MY>XYHHA XOJIOAHLIM I'OJIOCGM M HANpaBHJ PEeBOJb-
Bep Ha Geanoro Tuma. Dxopmx o6xsaruna Tuma u
3aKkpuyana:
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— Her, Her! I ranmumy sarmmcky. He yOusatite
TuMa, He crpensiite B Herol

JpoxkainumMm pykamMu AeBouYkKa B3ana Oymary mu
KApaHAAIll ¥ B3rJIAHYJIA HA MYKYHMHY.

— IInmmn, — npuxkasan oH. — Jloporue uk u
AHH, MBI Hauutu 30J010. AanTe cxopelt k Ham. Te-
rneps PacIMILMCh.

Jxopmx HamMcana BCe, YTO IPHKA3ad et MyK-
ynHa. U pacnucanacs. Ho sMecT0 TOro, 4robul nox-
nucatsca ¢ KopmKes, ona Hanucana e¢lDxopmxu-
Has. JleBOoYKa cuuTana, 4To pe6ATa, KOHEYHO, MOi-
MYT, YTO OHA HHKOrAa He noanucanack 6b1 CBOMM
HMeHeM, M Hajgeasach TAKHM o6pasoM mpeayrpe-
AUTh MX, YTO IPOM3OLILIO YTO-TO HeoObiuHOoe. Myx-
YHHA B3AJ JHCTOK M CYHYJ ero B owueitHuk Tumy.
Tum 3apsryan, HO JIXKOPIXK NMPOAOJIKANA YOIIOKAaH-
BaTh Ica, YTOOH! TOT He JIasaI.

— Temneps BeIM eMy HCKATh TBOHMX Apy3deit, —
CKAa3aJ MY>KYMHA.

— Hum Muka u AuH, — npukasana JHxopmok. —
Haun, Tum. Hastan IIuxa u Axn. Oraalt um aa-
MHUCKY. |,

TuMy He XOTeJIOCh OCTABAATH J[MKOPIK, HO B ee
ronoce 6bLUIO YTO-TO O4YeHb BakHoe. OH B3rnAHyN
HAIOCJEJOK HAa CBOI0 X03ANKY, JM3HYJ ee PYKY H
ucued B Kopuaope. Ilec anan reneps popory. OH Gnl-
CTPO TMOAHAJICA IO JIECTHHIIE M OKA3AJICA CHADPYIKH.
OcTaHOBMBLIXCH HA JBOpE, OH CTAJN HIOXATh, rae Ohl-
g [Iuk u AHH.

Hanas Ha ux cnex, oH nolekas, He nepecrasasa
HIoOXaTh 3ema10. Beckope TuM Hamen nereif Ha cka-
aax. Iuky crano ceffuac jydie, 1 OH yxe CHAEJ.
KpoBs nouty nepecrasa Teub M3 LIEKH.

— IIpuser! — yausmiaca oH, ysuges Tuma. —
Bor u Tumoru! Tsl uto, TuM, CTAPHK, THI YTO INpPH-
Gesxan? TebGe Hazoeno GbITh NMOA 3eMJelt B reMHoOTEe?
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— Cwmorpn, JInk, oH npuHec ¢ cobo#t uyTo-TO, 34-
TKHYTOe 3a omefHuK, — 3ameTna AHH. Ee sopkue
raasa cMotrpenu npamMo Ha Gymary. — 3anucka.
ITo-moemy, 310 oT HuX. Pe6aTa XOTAT, YTOOH MBI
crryetTuauch K HUM. Kakolt Th ymuuua, 4To npu-
nec eel

JIuk BRITAILIMA JHUCTOK HM3-3a oweliHuka Tuma.
MansunK pa3spepRYJ 3aNHCKY K IMPOYHMTA €e.

— Jloporue Iux ¥ AHH, — YHTAX BCIAYX Majb-

yuK. — Mu1 nauuin aonoro. Manre ckopee K Ham.
Jxopmxuna.

— 0-0-0l — Bockauxuyna AHH. I'nmasa y Hee
sabnecrenmn. — Oum Hamau erol O, Iuk, TH

yxe xopowmo ceba uyscrsyewn? Toraa mnoiinem
GnicTpee.

Ho ux ne noguumanca. OH cugen U 3aXyMYHBO
PasrAAALIBAM 3AITUCKY.

— Yro cayunnocs? — 0BECITIOKOEHHO CITPOCHJIA
Ann.

— Tele He KakeTca CTPaHHLIM, uTo J>KOpMXK
BApPyr noanucanacs umeHeM Jxopmxuna? — men-
JieHHo nporosopua IIuk. — Trl )ke 3HaewIbL, OHA He-
HaBUAMT GBITH AEBYOHKOM, & aTO AeByaube MMA. Thl
e 3Haelllb, OHA HMKOIAA He OTKJIHMKAeTCA Ha
Hxopmxuny. Ho B 3anucke oHa nmoanucasacs uMe-
HeM, KOTopoe Teprerh He Moxker. Kaxkercsa, Tyt
4yT10-TO He Tak. CJIOBHO mnpemynpexxaeHue, 4To CIy-
YHJIOCh YTO-TO HEJAZHOe.

— Oi1, rnyneiit o1, Iuk, — ckasan Aun. — Hy
yTto MoxeT cayuntsca? Iloltaem nyudire ckopee.

— AHH, cHauasna s 6BICTPEHBKO B3rasAHy Ha Oyx-
TOYKY, YAOCTOBEPIOCh, YTO HUKTO He npubbLr Ha oc-
TpoB, — cka3dan JIuk. — ITo6yas noka aaecs.

Ho AnH He 3axorena ocraBarbca oxHa. Ona Ge-
xana saoab Gepera 3a JluKoMm, He nepecTaBas TBep-
AUTH, KAKOK OH IJTYTIBIM.
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Ho xorpa oHM npuuUIM K MaJleHbKOM OyxTouke,
TO KpPOMe CBOEif JIOXKH YBHIAEIH elle M APYryio. OTO
6bu1a MmoropHan Joaxal Ha ocrpose 6bL1 KTO-TO erel

— CmoTpH, — ckasan Ik wenorom. — 3aech
HAXOQHUTCA elue KTo-10. KiaHych, 3TO JI0AM, KOTO-
pble XOTAT KYNHUTh OCTPOB. KnAHych, OHM yBHAENH
Ha IUIaHe, 4YTO 3JAeCh €CThb 30J0T0. OHM HauLIH
Jxopmx u JHKyauaHa ¥ XOTAT, YTOOBI MBI C TOGOI
CITYCTHJINCh B Tof3eMenne, YTOOLl 3aAep)KaTh Hac,
noxka oHH GyAyT yBO3HTBH 30JI0TO. BOT moueMy OoHM
sacraBiIM Hanucath JKOPIK 3alMCKY M OTOCJATh
ee HaM. Ho oHa nmoanucana ee uMeHeM, KOTOPbIM He
nojas3dyercda, urobbl npexynpeauts Hacl Hy»xhHo
Cepbe3HO TNOoAYMATh, YTO Ternephb AeJaTh.



TJIABA NATHAIATAS
AHK NPHXOAHMT Ha NoMoIb

JIuk cxBaTun AHH 3a PyKy H OBICTPO IOBeJ ee
npous or GyxTel. Manbuuk Goancs, 4TO TOT, KTO
NpHexas Ha OCTPOB, MOT OKA&3aThCA I'Ae-TO rmobamnao-
¢t ¥ 3aMeTuTh MX. OH npuBen AHH B MAJIEHBKYIO
KAMEHHYIO KOMHATKY, B KOTOpoii 6bLIM MX BelH, H
OHH CeJIX B YIOJ.

— JHIymMaio, YTO TOT, KTO npHexas, OGHADYXWI
Jhoxymmana n JHKOpmK, Koraa Te BHLIGHBATH 3aMOK, —
cxasan wrernorom Iux. — Ilpocro He 3Halo, 4TO JZe-
naTh. B noasemMense MATH HeNMb3A, MHAYE HAC TOYHO
noitmator. Ilpuser, a Kyaa aenaca Tum?

Ilo6uiB ¢ peBaTaMu Hexoropoe Bpemsa, Tum mo-
MYAICA KO BXOAY B IIOA3EMENILe H HCYe3 TaM BHH3Y.
Ewmy xorenocs BepuyThea K xopmx. Ou 3nan, uto
oHA B OnacHOCTH. JIuK ¥ AHH CMOTpeIH eMy BCJen.
Onu uyscTBoBanu cela CrioKoliHee ¢ HMM, H Temnepb
UM OBLIO JKANKO, YTO OH y0exasn.

JleTH COBepLIEHHO HEe 3HAJM, YTO MM JEJIATh.
Bapyr y AHH noasuiaach uaes.

— ¥ 3nal0, — ckasana oHa. — Haao masits go-
Moii 38 MOMOIUBIO.

— 51 gyman o6 aroM, — Mpa4yHoO 3ameTua JIuk. —
Ho THI npeKpacHO 3HAELLb, YTO HAM HMKOrAA He Haii-
TH AOPOTYy HHM TyAa, HH OOpPATHO CpeaH 3THX YXKAaC-
HBIX CKaJ. Mul pasobbeM soaky. M1 moToM A He yBe-
PeH, 4TO y HAaC XBATHT CHJ AOIILITL A0 3emuan. O
6oxKe, TAK XO4YeTCA NPUAYMATH YTO-HHOYAs!

Ho MM He npHULIOCH AOATO JIOMATh TIOJIOBY.
My»XuuHBl BBILIUIM K3 IOA3€MEeIbA M HAYAIH HC-
KaTh AByXx aereit. Yeuzaes, uto Tum BepHysca Ges
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3aITMCKH, OHH MOHAIH, 4T0 AeTH B3wiH ee. OQHAKO
HM GLIJI0O HEMMOHATHO, TIOYEMY APY3bA HEe IIOCJayIlia-
auck JHKOPIK B He CITyCTHJIKCh B TMIOA3eMebel

Yeaumuas ux ronoca, J{uk cxsatun AHH B BeJes
cugeTh THXO0. Mansuynk Halmogas CKBO3b APOYHBIH
MMPOXOJA, KAK MY>KYMHBI MOIILUIM B XPYTOM HAaIpas-
JIEHHH.

— AHNH, A 3HAI0, TAe HAM CIIPATATBCA, — BOCK-
JAKHYJ B3BOIHOBAHHO MAaJbYHK. — B Kxosoxue!
MOXXHO CITYCTHTBCA IO JIECTHHIIE HEMHOIO BHH3 H
TaM MepexaaTh.. YBepeH, HHKTO B JKU3HM He aora-
A8EeTCA HCKATh Hac Taml

AHH He XOTeJIOCh CITYCKATHCA B KOJIOAEIl, AaKe
He oueHb ray6oko. Ho JIuK nmoOATONKHYN ee, YTOOLI
OHa BCTAana, M OLICTPO NOBEJM HA CEPEAHHY RBODA.
MyX4YHHEI B 3TO BpeMd MCKAJIM UX Ha APYToif CTO-
pone 3amka. JlerAM Kak pa3 XBaTWIO BpeMEHH,
yT100BI CITYCTHTBCA BHYTDPb Kojoxua. Tuxo oroxsu-
HYB B CTOPOHY KPBIIIKY Kojoxaua, JAuK nomor AHH
CMYyCTUTBCA 10 JecTHHUE. JleBouke 6GLLIO Y»KacHO
CTPALITHO. 3aTeM MAJBYHK CITYCTHJICA CaM H KakK
MOJKHO THILE 3aKPBIJ KPBHILIKY Haj IoJIOBOi.

Crapas KaMeHHaA IUINTA, Ha KOTOpPO# cuuesn
TuM, KOra NMPOBANWICA B KOJOAeL, Bce ewe Gulia
Tam. JIMK coycTHiacs K Hel u nomnpofoBan ee Ha
npouHocTb. OHa He nBUranack.

— Moxkewss cnoxkoiiHo nocuaeTs Ha Heilt, AHH,
eCJIM He XO4Yelllb JEePIKATHCA 3a JICTHMILY, — LIerl-
Hya eit [Iluk. AHH cela HA IJINTY, 3aCTPABIUYIO B
KOJIOALE, APOXKA B OXKMAAHWUHM, OGHADYKAT MX MJIH
Her. MysKCKMe rosioca CJABIILIAJNCHE TO COBCEM pA-
JIOM, TO BIajIeKe. 3aT€M MYXYMHBI CTAJIH 3BaTh Je-
reit: «Iuk! Aun! Bac xayr apyssal T'ne Bui? ¥V Hac
eCTh AJIA BAC MPHATHAA HOBOCTBS.

— Ho nouyemy oHu He mycrtuau JKynmaHa u
Joxopmx noroBopuTh ¢ HaMuU? — wwenHya JIuk. —

127



Ilo-Mo0eMmy, 3meck uTO-TO He T0. Kak Onl moGparsca
no xyanana u J[KOpA» M y3HATB, YTO e Bce-
TaKH CJAYYHJIOCH.

JBoe Mymuun Bourtu 8o Asop. OHK 3AMANCH. —
Kyna nesanuce atu asoe? — cnpocua J[xeiik. —
Hx noaxa Ha Mecte. 3HAYMT, OHH He yruislin. Ha-
BepHOe, rae-Hubyas npauyyrca. MBI He MoxeM
WKAATHh MX Deakllt AeHb.

— Xopowuo, naBail oTHeceM ey C BOAOM TeM
JABOMM, KOTOPhIX 3aKPBUIM, — CKA3aJ APYToi MyxK-
ynHa. — TaM B MaJleHBKOM KaMeHHOII KOMHaTKe
noaHo Bcero. Jlymalo, 3T0 NPOBM3usA, KOTOPYIO NpH-
Beanu pebata. OcTaBHM TNONIOBHHY B KOMHATKe,
4T100K! ABOE APYTMX MOIJIHM MOECTh. A CaMH BO3bMeM
X JIOAKY, 4TOOBI OHU He clexann.

— BepHo, — ckasan [xkelik. — I'snaBHoe, Kax
MOJKHO CKOpee BBIBE3TH 30JI0TO M TIpOAEPIKATb B
noa3eMene Aerell 10 Tex IOp, NMOKA MBI CIIOKOMHO
He yezaeMm orciona. Ham Gosbile He HY)KHO NMOKYNarTh
3TOT OCTPOB. B KOHIE KOHIOB, TOJBLKO MBICABL HANTH
3aech CIMTKH M ro0yau/ia Hac 3aroBOPHUTh O MOKYTI-
Ke 3aMKa M octpoBa Kuppun.

— Hy noitaem, — cKaszan ero KOMNaHbOH. —
OrHeceM celfuac exy BHH3. JIBoe Apyrux HAcC He BOJ-
Hy1or. OCTaHLCA 34eCh; MOCMOTDHM, MOMKET ObLITb,
noifMaelus ux, noxka A 6yxy BHuU3y.

JIuk m AHH enBa AbLIIUANH, CAyLIAA HX Da3ro-
Bop. OHM HAAEANNCH, YTO MYMKYHHBI He NOXYMAIOT-
ca 3arnaHyTh B Kojogzew! leT ycaeliuanu, Kax
OQMH HANpPABWJICA B KAMEHHYIO KOMHaTKy. OueBna-
HO, OH TIOLUeJ B3ATh €Xy C BOAOMH, YTOOBI OTHECTH
ABYM 3aNIOXKHMKAM B rioasemenne. JIpyroit ocranca
BO ABOpE, HACBHCTHIBAA YTO-TO.

IIpaTasmIMMCA NMOKA3aJIOCh, YTO IMPOLUIO OYEeHb
MHOrO BPEMEHH, KOrJa BEepHYJICA NepBLI MY>KuM-
Ha. 3areM, NOroBOPHB, MYKYMHBI HAKOHEL OTIpa-
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BHIHCH K OyxTouke. [IMK ycasliuas, Kak 3apaboran
MOTOD.

— AHH, Ternepr MOXHO CNIOKOMHO BhLIE3ATH, —
cKasag oH. — 3aech xoaoaHo! C yaOBOJLCTBHEM BEI-
Opanca 6ul HAPYKY, NOTPeThCA HA COJIHILE.

Iloguasmnck HaBepx, peGATa BCTANH NOA NaJfA-
IMMHK COMHEYHLIMH aydyaMu. OHH BHOENH, KAK MO-
TOpKa ORICTPO MYAJACh B HANIPABJICHMH K 3eMJIe.

— BricTpo yexanu, — ckasan JIuk. — A nHaury
JIORKY He B3sfIH, Kak cofupanuck. Ecau 6 Ham
yaanoce ocBoGoautes Jkyamana u JHxopmxk, MeI
morau Gbl che3auTs 3a noMoursio. JHKopmk orseana
On1 Hac gomoik.

— Tlouemy MBI He MO)KeM OCBOGOAMTHL NX? — BO-
CKIAMKHYNa AHH, M ria3a ee 3aropeaucs. — Cny-
CTHMMCA BHHM3 II0 CTYNEeHbKaM M OTKPOEM JABepb, Pa3-
Be Her?

— Her, He cMoxxeM, — ckasan JIuk. — Cmorpnul

AHH nocMmorpesia, Kyaa nokassisan J[uk, U ysu-
aesa, YTO MYXKYHMHEI 3aBAJIMJM BXOA B NOA3eMeJibe
GonbIINMH, TAMXKEIBIMH KaMHAMH. M norpeGosa-
JIOCh MHOI0 YCHAMH, 4TOOBI TMOJOXKHUTHL GoJbllIue
xKamMuu Tyaa. Hu [[uk, Hu AHH He HaJeAJIuCh CABH-
HYTb HX.

— M=1 He CMOXXeM NPOHHKHYTh BHHU3 IO CTyIIe-
HAM, — coobumn Iuk. — OHu GbLIH yBepeHbl, YTO
HaM He yaactca 3Toro caeaats! Tel ke 3Haemb, MbI
He MMeeM HM MaJielilllero MoHATHA, rAe HaAXOAUTCA
BTOpOIt BXOA. M3BeCTHO TONIBLKO, YTO OH I'Ae-TO OKO-
J0 GaiHn.

— IlaBait mocMoTpHM, MOXKeT, HalineM, — OhICT-
po ckasana AuH. Ouu ornpasuauces K 6aiiHe, cTo-
aseit Ha npasoi cropoHe 3aMka. OgHAKO Ha MecTe
MM CTAJO SACHO, YTO €CJH. KOrAa-TO 3aech H ObLa
BXOJ, TO ceifuac ero He HaiiTul Kak pa3 agecnh.3aMOK
6bin paspywied. Kpyrom Jsexanu rpyasl CTaphIX,
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6uteix KaMHell. CaABHHYTH MX ¢ MecTa GbLIO COBep-
LIeHHO HEeBO3MOXKHO. BCKOpe AeTH IMpeKPaTHJIH IOo-
MCKH.

— Yepr Bo3sMml — BocKAMKHEYA JIMK. —
CrpamnHo mnoxyMath, 4ro Oenmarm Jxynuan mu
JxopmK CHAAT B3anepTH BHH3Y, & Mhl HHYEM He
MOXKeM MM 1noMo4Yb! AHH, Hy HEYXKeJH Thl He MO-
KelIb YTO-HHOYAL MPUAYMATH, YTO HAM AENaTh?

AHH cena Ha KaMeHb H 3agyManach. lleBouka
6LLna CMJALHO paccTpoeHa. BaApyr ona yauiGHYaCH H
nosepHyaachk K J[UKy.

— Ouxk! I aymalo... & xymMalo, MOXKeT, CITYyCTHTB-
CH BHM3 IO KoJoALy, a? — cnpocuaa oHa. — Trl xe
3HAelIb, OH IPOXOAUT uepe3 MOA3EMENLe, U TaM
ecTh oTBepcTHe B KoJsoae3Hoit TpyGe. Ilomuuins, Mul
J@)Ke CMOIJIM NMPOCYHYTh B HEro rojioBy M ILIEYH M
Buaeau cser? Kaxk Thl aymaenin, MOXXeT, MBI CyMe-
€M TIpPOoJIe3Th 4Yepe3 IJIMTY, HA KOTODOM A TOMLKO
yro cupena? Hy, Ty, 4To ynana B Kojopmer u 3a-
crpana?

Ouk aagymanca. OH nopoen K KOJOALDY M 3a-
TAAHYJ B HEro.

— 3uaews, 1MO-MOEMY, TH Npasa, AHH, — CKa-
38N HAKOHel MaJbYuK. — MOoiKeT, NMpoTHCHeMCH
yepe3 nauty. TaM xocraToyHo mecra. XoTa A He
3HAI0, KAJIEKO JIM BHU3 YXOQHUT JKeJIe3HAA JIECTHUIIA.

— Hy [uk, aasait nonpofyem, — ynpamiusaia
AHH. — 310 eAUHCTBEHHBIN 1IAHC criacTH peGaTl

— Ha, — cornacuica uk. — I nonpobyio, a He
Tel, AuH. He xouy, 4TO6BI THI IIPOBAJINIACH B KOJIO-
neu. JlectTHHa MOMKeT OODHIBATBCA HA CepeavHe.
Yero TONbKO He OniBaer. Thl AOKHA OCTATHCA
3zech, & A MOCMOTPIO, YTO MOXKHO CAENATD.

— Toabko ocTopoykHee, JAZHO? — BOJIHYACH,
ckaszana AnH. — Bo3asmu BepeBxy, JIux, 4ToGh! He
TMOXHHUMATHECA CHOBA. BApyr oHa nonaxobuTcsa Tebe.
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— Bepno, — npousnec Iuxk. On nowmen B ma-
JICHbKYI0 KAMEHHYI0O KOMHATKY M B3fJ OQHY H3 Be-
PeBOK, KOTOpHIE eTH CIOKHIK TaM. CMoTaB Bepes-
Ky, MAJIbYHK OOBA3AJICA €I0 BOKDYT IMOACA M Bep-
HyJCA K AHH.

— Hy, Ouna He ObL1al — BECesO CKA3ay1 OH. —
He sonnyiica 3a Mena. Bce O6yaer B nopaake.

Ann suraagena neMroro Giaexuoit. OHa y:KacHO
Gosacs, 9To J{AK MOXxeTr ynacTs B Konogen. eBou-
Ka Halmoaana 38 TeM, KAK OH CIYCTWJICA BHH3 IO
JIECTHALIE K KAMEHHON INJHATe M NOMBLITAJICA IIpO-
JIe3Th 4Yepe3 NMPOCTPAHCTBO MEXAY CTeHOl Koaoaua
M IanTOol, 910 6BiN0 Henerko. Hakonen Iuky yaa-
JIOCh posie3Th, ¥ AHH Gosblue ero He Buaena. Ho
oHa Moraa caslmiars G6para. OH npomoykan Kpu-
9aTb.

— Jlectanna emie aosoabHo Kpenkasa, Anul Co
MHOM Bce B nopaake. Thl MeHA caAbIIMIIL?

— Jlal — orBermia AHH B KOJIOAEIl M YCJABIIIANA,
KAK HeoOLIYHO NPO3BYYAJN €€ rojioc B IyCTOTe. —
Octopoxuee, [Iux. I Haxeiocs, JJECTHHIA MIPOXOAUT
1O BCEMY KOJIOAILY.

— Mnue TOXe TaK KaXXeTcA, — KPHMKHYJX eii
Oak. — Ho uepr soasMul Ona of6pheiBaeTcAa 31eCh
WM 3aKkaHyuBaercA. lIpuaercs BOCIONBL3OBATHLCA
BepeBKoil.

Hacrynmmno Momuanue. JIux pa3Ba3bIBAJ HA MO-
ficeé BEPEeBKY M TYIO 3aBA3BLIBAJ €€ 3a ITOCJEeIHIOI0
CTYNEHLKY, KOTOpaf, KAKeTCA, AePIKAIACh KPEeIKO.

— Teneps a Gyay CITyCKaTLCA BHH3 IO BepeBKe! —
KpukHya [Iuxk Aun. — He sommyiica. Bee B nopaake.
A crryckarocs!

AHH He pacCaBIlIaNa, YTO CKa3an norom Juk.
Ero cnosa uckaxkanuck B Kosoae3noit tpybe, u oHa
He cMorza ux pasobpars. Ho nesouka Onlna pana,
uyto caninana J[MKa, XOTA M He 3Hana, O YeM OH
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Kpuuas. OHa TOXe Kpuuana eMy, HalleACh, YTO U OH
€€ CJABIILHT.

O6xBaTHB BEepPeBKY PYKAMH M HOraMH, MAJIBYHK
OCTOPOYKHO crrycKasica BHu3. K cuacTsio, OH xopouio
3aHMMAJICA HA YPOKax OGH3KyJBTYDH B ILIKOJe.
«HurepecHo, rae sxe noasemenses, — ayman Juk.
Kaxerca, oH canmkoM aanexko cryctwiaca. OH BeI-
Tawma GoHaps M, BKJAIOYHB €ro, CYHyJ B 3y0nI, 4TO-
6ul MOXKHO OLLIO Aep)xaThcA O0eHMM PYKAaMH 3a Be-
peBKy. CBeT hoHApA OCBETHJI CTEHBI KOJIOALA, OKPY-
sxasurero ero. OH HHMKAX He MOr IOHATHL, TIAae
HAXOAUTCA IOA3EMeNbe — BHH3Y HJIM HaBepxy.
EMy He XOTes0Ch CITyCKAaTBLCA AaJiblIe BHH3, NIPAMO
Ha AHO Kosoxual

OH pelIWs, YTO NMPOMYCTHJ OTBEPCTHE B IOA3e-
menbe. IToaHABIINCE NO BepeBKe HEMHOIO BBEpX, OH
C pajocThIO yBHAE, 4TO 6611 nipas. OTeepcTHe 66110
KaK pa3 y Hero Haj royioBoii. Mansuuk BckapaG6-
KaJICA N0 BEpeBKe A0 OTBEPCTHA H 3aTeM, KayHYB-
LIIMCh, NIPHNAN K CTE€He, rle OHO HAXOAMJIOCh. Y XBa-
TUBIUKMCh 3a Kpait, [IMK NONMBITAJICA BJIE3Th 4depe3
OTBEepCTHEe B NoA3eMesbe.

9T0 0KAa3aJIoCh TPYAHO, HO, K CYacThIO, UK GbLI
HeGOBIIIOrNO POCTa, H B KOHILIE KOHIIOB €MY YAAJIOCh
npose3ats. BcraB Ha mnos, MK BaINpAMMICA H
B3I0XHYJ ¢ o6aeryeHueM. OH B noa3emenne! Tenepn
MOJKHO IO OTMETKAM HATH K Ieluepe, rae HaXOIU-
JINCh CIMTKH M rae Obiu 3anepts Ixopmx u [Hxy-
auaH. Manbuuk 6b1a yBepeH, 4To OoHHM Tam!

On ocserna creny. Ila, ormerku Ha mecre. Ilpe-
KpacHo! JIMK CHOBA NMPOCYHYJ rOJIOBY B OTBEPCTHE M
H30 BCEX CHJI KPHMKHYJ: ¢AHH, 8 B rnoa3emeJnel
CmorpH, Kax Obl He BEPHYJIHUCh MY>XYHHBI!»

H nowren, raaga Ha ormeTku. Cepaue y Hero 3a-
6minoce GbicTpee. Uepea HeKOTOpOe BpeMA OH HO-
6pasca no Asepu TaiiHuka. Kak oH M oxupan,
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asepsb Oblna 3aKkpeiTa Tak, 4ToOn! Jxopmxk u JDky-
JIMaH He MOMIH Buibparsca. Bosabiune 3acoBnl Gb11M
3aIBMHYTHI Ha MecTO. PefATa NBITANNCH BHIIUUGHUTE
ABepb, HO Bce Ob1s10 Gecriosie3HO.

Ouu cuaenu B nemepe-rafiHMKe, CePAUTHIE U U3-
MydeHHble. MyKYMHA NpHHEC UM eqy M BOAY, HO
JAeTH AaXkKe He MPUKOCHYJHUCh K HUM. TumM OBl ¢ HU-
Mu. OH Jexan Ha noJy, NMOJOXKHUB IOJIOBY HA BBLITA-
HyThle Bnepex Jaanel. Ilec cierka cepaniaca Ha
Jxopax 3a TO, YTO OHA He AAJa eMy HajleTeTh Ha
MYyX4HH. A emy Tak xorenocs! Ho JI>KopaK, KOHed-
HO, MMOHHUMAJIA, YTO OHH 3acTpeanan 661 Tuma, ecnn
ObI OH YKYCHJT HX MM HAOPOCHJICH HA HUX.

— Bo BCAKOM cayyae, y TeX ABOMX XBATHJO yma
He NpHATH cioga, 4Tol6bl UX TOXKe 3anepau, — CKa-
sana Jxopmxk. — OHM gRomxHBI GBLIM AOrafaThCAH,
4YTO B 3anucKe ObIJIO YTO-TO HE TO, KOraa YBHIAENH,
yro A nognucanack Jxopmxunoit sMecto Jxopmxk.
HurepecHo, utro oHu cehtyac nenaior? Hasepnoe,
MPAYYTCA.

Heoxxnaanuo Tum raskHya. OH BCKOYMJ M IOA-
OGe>xxanm K ABepH, HAKJIOHUB B cmpony mopay. Ou
YTO-TO YCJBIIIAA. ITO TOYHO.

— Haneioch, 3T0 He MYXXYHHBI BEeDHYJHChb, —
sameruia Hxopmx. OHa yAUBIEHHO NMOCMOTpeNa Ha
Tuma, nocseTHB Ha Hero ¢oHapukom. Ilec BuaAn
xBocTom!

CunpHbIlt CTYK B ABepb 3aCTABHJ MX MI'HOBEHHO
BCKO4YMTb. [0 HUX AOHeccsa paaocTHHIN ronoc Junka:

— IIpuser, Ixyaunan! Ilpuser, Ixopmx! Ber
anech?

— TaBl — TaskHya pagoctHo TuM M cTan cKpe-
CTHUCH O ABEPb. '

— IInk! OTkpeiBait ABeps! — PpagOCTHO 3aKpu-
yan J[xynuan. — BricTpeit oTkpeiBait asepsl



TJIABA IECTHAZIIATASA
XHUTpbIl NAAH H TPYAHBIH noGer

JIMK BBIABHHYJ 34COBBI M PBIBKOM PaCHaxHYJI
Aseps. B6exxas B melepy, MaJbYHMK PAJOCTHO IIO-
xaonan Txopax u JHKyauaHa nmo cnuHaMm.

— IIpuser! — cxasan on. — Xopoiuo, Kxoraa Te-
6a criacaior?

— IIpexkpacHo! — xpukuya IxyauaH, ordero
TuMm oTyasHHO 3anasi, Geraa BOKpyr aereit.

Jxopax WKUPOKO yabibHyaacs IuKy.

— Xopowan paboral — ckasana oHa. — Kax Bce
npon3sonwno?

UK B HECKONILKHX CJIOBAX nepecKasas pebarawm,
4T0 ¢ HUMH 6b10. Dxopmx ¢ HxyauaHoMm ¢ Tpyaom
BEPHJIM CBOMM YILIIAM, KOTAA OH PACCKa3bIBAJ, KaK
cIycKanca no crapomy Kogoawy. Jxynamad B3sn
nox pyxy miaauiero 6para.

— Monoaunnal — Bockaukuyn oH. — IIpocro
mosnoxuuHal A Teneps ckopee, 4to Gyaem nenarb?

— Hy, ecniu oHHM OCTaBMIM HALTY JIOAKY, A COOM-
pajoch KaK MOYKHO CKOpee AOCTaBMTh BCeX 0GpaTHO
Ha Geper, — ckasana J[xopmk. — C uesoBeKoM,
KOTOPBII BCe BpeMA rpo3uT tebe peBoJIbBEpOM, LIYT-
Ky nuaoxu. ITownn! ITogHuMeMca BBepx 1o Koaoauy
M HaWaeM JIOAKY.

PebaTa nomuyanucs K KoJoxe3Hoit TpybGe u mno
o4yepexH IpOJIE3JH dYepe3 MaJIeHbKOe OTBepCTHe.
IloguABIUMC, HABepX IO BepeBKe, AETH BCKOpe
OOHADYXHUAH IXKeJe3HyI0 JecTHHny. [Jkyauman
y6eaun pebAT NOAHHMATHCA IO OAHOMY, Ha BCA-
KM cayuaii: JeCTHMLIA MOrJia He BblAepXaTh
cpa3y TpOHX.
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IIpouno He Tak y» MHOro BpeMeHHM, Koraa pe-
6ATa BHOBB OKA3ANMUCh CHAPYKH. OHM OOGHANMN AHH,
cJylias, Kak Ta CKBO3b CJIe3bl PAJOCTHO BOCKJIHK-
HyJIa, YTO OYEeHb Paja BHAETh UX CHOBA.

— A teneps nouunu! — CIycTas MHHYTY cKasaja
Toxopmx. — K aoaxe! Bricrpeel My uunsr moryr
BePHYTHCA B J1000e BpeMA.

Onu nobexxanu K 6yxTouke, rae 6blja UX JOAKA.
Ona nexana Ha TOM Ke MecCTe, KyJa ee BhITALL[MIH
peGaTa, uTo0Hl BOJHBEI He MOrJH AOOpATBCA OO Hee.
Ho ux »xzaan yaapl

— Onuu B3aau secaal — B OTYAAHMH CKasaJja
Hxopmx. — Ceunsul OHM 3HaAH, YTO MBI He
CMOXXEM YIUIBITHh Ha Joake Ge3 Becea. JIukK, oHu
6OANMUCH, YTO ThI ¢ AHH MOXKelub ymablTh. W uto-
6bl He TALIUTH JIOAKY C coboif, OHM NMPHXBATHJIH
ToabKO Becaa. Teneps Mbl Baunau. Ham Hekyaa
JIeBaThCA.

— Hy»xHo xopoireHbKO Bce o6ayMaTs, — MPOU3-
Hec J>KynuaH, ceB Tyaa, OTKyAa cpa3y MOXKHO GbLIO
YBHAETh NOABHUBIUYIOCA JIOAKY. — MyKUYHHBI yII-
JBUIH, BEPOATHO, 4YTOOmI rae-HHOyAb AOOBITH KO-
palib, HA KOTOPHI# OHH MOTPY3AT CAUTKH M YILIbI-
ByT. 51 Aymalo, oHH He CKOpO BepHyTca. Henbaa Tak
6eicTpo 3adpaxToBaTh Kopabab. Ecau, KoHeuwHo, y
HUX He COGCTBeHHBI.

— A MexAay TeM MBI He MOXKeM IMOKHMHYTBH OC-
TpOB, 4TOOBl HAaTH momowmb. OHM B3AAM HALIU
Becna, — 3ametruna Jxopax. — Mhul gaxe He
MOKEM JAaTh CHrHaN KaKoii-HuOyab nponJbiBalo-
meit MuMoO peibanKoit Joake. B 3TO BpemA OHM
agecs He naasaior. Hauanca otams. ITloxoxke,
BCe, YTO MBI MOXKEM CAeJaTh, — 3TO CHAETb M
TepneauBo JKAATh, NIOKA OHH HE BEPHYTCA H He
3abepyr moe 3osorol I OCTAHOBHTHL MBI HMX He
CMOXKeM.
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— 3HaeTe, KaXXercs, MHe B IOJOBY IDPHXOAHUT
njiaH, — MeAJeHHO nporosopua JDxyauaH. —
ITloroautre HemuHoro. He cOusaiite mena. S ny-
Malo. :

Hetn momua xaaau, noka JDxyanan cugen Ha-
XMYPHBIUKCHh U OGAYMBIBAN ILUIAH. 3aTEM OH B3IJif-
HYJ Ha pe6GAT u yanibHyaca.

— Hapgelocs, oH cpaoraer, — BOCKJIHKHYJ
mansunk. — Caywmaiitel Byaem tepnenuso xaats,
NOKAa OHH He BepHyTcA. UTo oHM cTaHyT aenatn?
OHnu pa3bepyT KaMHH Yy BXOAA M CIIYCTATCA BHU3 I10
cryneusKkam. Ilotom Hanpasarca B TaltHUK, rae oc-
TaBUJM HAC, U, AyMas, YTO MBI TaM, BOMAYT B KOM-
HaTy. A 4YTO, ec/iM OAMH H3 HAC CIIPAYETCA TaM,
BHM3Y, M 3aKPOET MX B ITOT MOMEHT B KOMHATe.
Toraa MBI CMOXKeM YILIBITH JHGO HA MX MOTODKe,
aubo Ha Halei JIoAKe, eCJH OHH NPHBE3yT Ha3ax
Becsa. 1 mo3BaTth HA NMOMOILLb.

AnH nogymana, yto 310 ObliIa.3aMedaTesbHaA
uaea. Ho Muxky u JKOpIK Taxk He Kasaioch.

— Hano crycTUTECS BHH3 M CHOBA 3arneperhb ABepb
Ha 3aCOBbI, 4TOOLI Kasajoch OYATO Mbl, 38JIOMKHHKH,
no-npexxHeMy taMm, — ckasana JDxopmk. — A Bapyr
TOT, KTO CIIPAYETCA BHHM3y, He CyMeeT MX 3amneperb?
Caenath 310 O4YeHs GuICTPO TPyAHO. OHM IPOCTO MOik-
MAalOT TOro, KOro Mbl cOOMpaeMCsi OCTABHTL BHHU3Y,
M, BBIMAA HAPYXKY, CTAHYT MCKATh HAaC.

— IIa, npasaa, — 3agyMunBo ckasau JDxyamaH. —
Xopouio, Hy npeanojaoxuM, JIMK WK KTO-TO eluge CIry-
CTUTCA BHH3, U eMy He YAACTCA 3aABMHYTh 3a4CO-
Bbl K 3amepeTh MX KaK 3aJOXXHHKOB, U OHHM CHO-
Ba BelGeryT HaBepx. Tak BoTr, nmoxa oHH 6yayr
BHHM3Y, MBI 3aBaJuM GOJBLIMMH KAMHAMH BXOA,
Kak caeaaand oHH. Torxa y»K OHM He CMOTYT BhI-
6paTncA.

— A xak xe [Ink? — cpasy cnipocusa AHH.
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— A noauumycs HaBepx uyepe3 Konoaew] — GwIc-
Tpo orBetun JIuk. — $I ogMH crymych BHM3 H
cnpavych TaM. 1 mocrapaloch 3anepeTh MX B KOMHA-
Te. Hy a eciu MHe npuaerca yGeraTh, TO f IIOAHH-
MYCh HaBepX ONATh MO KooAwy. My»xunHam Beasb O
HeM HeH3BecTHO. TaxK 4TO, A@KEe eCJIM OHM He OKa-
JKYTCA B 3AJIOKHMKAX B KOMHaTe, TO OyAyT 3a10MK-
HUKaMH B nojsemeJne!

PebaTa o6CyAWIN IUIAH M PEILLMJM — 3TO CaMoe
Jydiuee, YTO OHH MOryT npuaymars. Tenepsb, Ka-
XKerca, Hemaoxo Obwio O6bl H moecTb, CKasaia
xopmk. Ileram xorenoch ecTh, M ceifuac, Koraa
TpeBOra M pafioCTh CIIACEHHA OCTAJIMCH NO3aAH, OHU
MOYyBCTBOBAJIH, YTO CHJILHO ITPOrOJIORATHCH]

BeITAILMB NMPOAYKTHI K3 MaJIEHbKON KOMHATKH,
pebsaTa noeau npaAMo B 6yXTO4YKe, BHUMATEJIBLHO HAa-
6onas, He BO3BPAILIAIOTCA JH MY KUMHEI. IIpumep-
HO 4aca yepe3 ABa AeTH YBHAENIH Baajieke 6onbluoe
pLIGONIOBHOE CYAHO M YCJABILUAJHM IIIYM MOTOPHORM
JIOOKH.

— BoH oHu! — BOCKJIMKHYJ B3BOJHOBAHHO
JIKynuaH ¥ BCKOYMJ C MeCTa. — OTO CYyAHO, Ha KO-
TOpoe OHM COGMpPAIOTCA IMOTPY3HTh 30JI0ThIE CIMTKH
M CTIOKOMHO YTUILITh. A BOT ¥ MOTODKa Be3eT ux o0-
patHO. JIuK, GBIcTpeit CITyCKAaCA IT0 KOJIOALY BHH3
4 CNPAYBCA TAM, ITOKA HE YCJIABILIMINB, YTO OHH B
nozasemensel

Iuk ymuanca. JKyauaH TNOBepHYJICA K AeBOY-
KaM.

— Ham Hy»XHO cnpATaThCA, — CKa3aa OH. —
OrauB yxe KoHumiaca. MbI cripsueMcss Ha ApPYyroi
CTOpDOHe, 3a TeMHM OOHaKMBIUMMMCA cKanamMu. He
AyMalo, YTO MY>XYHHBI CTAHYT UCKaTh JIuKa u AHH,
HO Bce BO3MOKHO. ITomnn. Bruictpeel

PebaTa YKPBLLINCH 338 CKAJAMHM M YJIOBHJIM, KaK
MOTOPKA C PeBOM BOLLJIA B MAJIEHbKYIO rasanb. OHu
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CABILUIAIH, KAK MYMXYHHBI INepeKJIuKanuch. IIoxo-
e, cefivac ux Owblgo He aBoe, a Goammie. 3aTem
MYXYUHBI MOKHHYJH OYXTOUYKY H, NMOAHABULIMCH IO
HEeBLICOKOMY YTECY, HAIIPABHJIMCh K Pa3pyLLIEHHOMY
3aMKYy.

JoxynauaH yKpagkoll BBIrIAABLIBAN H3-3a CKAaJ,
Halnionas, 4To AenaloT MyX4uHbsl. OH GLLT yBepeH,
4YTO CeiiyaC OHM OTOABHMralOT KaMEHHbIe I'IbIObI, KO-
TODLIMH 3AJI0KWJIM BXOJ B NoaseMenbe, YTobnl Mk
¥ AHH He MOIVIM CITYCTMTLCA BHM3 H OCBOBOAMUTH OC-
TaJIBHBIX peGAT.

— Jhxopmxd ITonwm! — Tixo nospan JDHxymaH. —
ITo-mMoeMy,. MY>KUHHBI YXKe CITYCTHWIMCh IO CTyTIeHb-
KaM BHH3, B nnoa3emenbe. Hy)xHo nmoiiTH u nomnpo-
GoBaThb MOJOXHTH Te GOJNBIIME KAMHM Ha MECTO.
BricTpee! )

Jxopmox, Myaman m AHH THXOHBKO MoOMYa-
JINCh B CTAPLII ABOP 3aMKAa M yBHAEJIH, YTO KAMHH
6LLIM OTOABHHYTHI OT BXOAA B rnoasemense. Myxxuu-
HbI ucyedan. KoHeuHo, OHH CITyCTHINCH BHH3.

Tpoe peGAT cTapaJiUCh BOJIOKOM IOATAILMTHL TH-
JKenble KQMHH HA MECTO, HO CHJI y HHX ObLIO He
CTONBKO, K&K Y MYKYHH, M AeTAM He yAAJIOCh rnepe-
KDBITh BXOX HM ogHUM Gonsmium xamueM. OHM no-
JIOKHAHX TpHU nomeHsbiue. JHKynuaH Hagesscsa, 4YTO
My»XuyuHaM 6yaeT TPYAHO CABHHYTbh HX CHH3Y.

— Tonsko 6bl JIMKYy yaanoch 3amepeTh HX B
KOMHAaTe, — CKa3aJ OH aAeBouKaM. — JlaBaiite Bep-
HeMCH K Konoawy. JIuk ao/mkeH nogHatscs TaM. O
He CMOXKeT BBIMTH 4yepe3 BXOA.

U ouu ornpaBmimuch K Kogoauy. JIMK oToOABHHY N
CTapyI0 [AEPEeBAHHYIO KDBIIUKY, H OHA JeXXaja Ha
aemie. JleTH CKIOHMJINCH HaJ KOJIOALIEM M C BOJIHE-
HHEM CTaIM oXuaaTh. dto ceityac genan Auk? Oun
He CJBIIIATH HH 3BYKa B KOJIOALE, HO MM YXKACHO
XOTeJIOCh Y3HATH, YTO NMPOUCXOAHUT BHHU3Y.
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A BHu3y npoucxoamno mHoroe! Te nBoe MyKuYMH
M ellle OMH, CITyCTHBILMCh B NOJ3eMeNbe, HANEeSINCh,
KoHeuHO, yBuzerh JDxyamuana, IDxopmx M mca 3a-
KPBITBIMM B TAllHUKe CO CIMTKAMH. My >X4YHHBI nIpo-
LUIM MHMO KoJIofe3HoM TpyOml, He mpegnosaras,
4YTO 3a Hell CIpATAJCA LIYCTPLIA MaJbYOHKA, MNOTO-
BBIM BBICKOJIB3HYTH M3 OTBEPCTHMSA, KAK TOJbKO OHHM
npoiiAyT MMMO.

Yenpimias, 4TO MY»KYMHBI npournt, UK BbI-
CKOJIL3HYJI M3 KOJIOAE3HOrO OTBEPCTHA M, OCTOPOXK-
HO CTymaf Mo noJay, nowea 3a HuMu. OH BUAen Jay-
4yu MOIIHBIX (oHapeit y myxuuH. Cepaue y mans-
YHKA KOJIOTHJIOCh, M OH KpAaJICA MO 3aTXJBbIM
KOpMIOpPaM, MMMO OrpPOMHEIX Mellep A0 Tex Mnop,
NOKAa MY >XYMHEI He 3aBepHYJIM B LIMPOKH npoxox,
rie HaXOAMJAaCh Ielepa-TaifHuK.

— Bor agecs, — ycawmmian J[UK roaoc ogHOro
MY>X4YHHBI, KOTAA TOT OCBETHJ (hOHApPEeM OrpOMHYIO
ABEpb. — 30JIOTO 371eCh, M AETH TOXKel

My>xxunHa OTOABMHYJ BepXHMI M HHUIKHUIA 3aCO-
Bhl Ha ABepu. J[MK nopaaoBasiCA, YTO ycCreJ 381BH-
HyTb 3acoBbl. Ecaiu 6b1 OH 3TOrO He caesaaJ nepes Ux
NPUXOAOM, OHHM Y)e aoraganuck 6nl, uto JHKyauau
u Jlxopmx cbexanu, U craau 661 UX MCKATB.

My>XYMHA OTKDBLI ABEPL M BOLUEJT BHYTDb. 3a
HHM MOCJIeA0BaJ BTOPOii. IMK NMOAKPAICA KAK MOXK-
Ho GiMaKe, OXKHAAA, KOrga BOMZeTr M TpeTHMH MyX«K-
yuHa. Bor Toraa oH GLICTPO 3axJIONHeT ABEPh M 3a-
JABHHET 3acoBbil

IlepBrIit MyxKunHa ocBeTun GoHApEeM KOMHATY.

— Jlern c6esxanu! Hanpo kel I'me xe oHn? —
IPOMKO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

B nemepe ceityac HaXOAMJIHCHL ABOE, M TpETHMH
BOLIIEJI B TOT CaMblii MOMeHT. [IMK pBaHyJsCa Briepen
M C IUYyMOM 3aXJONHyJa AaBepb. CHABHBIN rpoxor
3XOM MNPOKATHJICA O BCEM MeELIepaM M IPOXOAaM.
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JIux 3amMemIKajca ¢ 3acoBaMi. PyKH y Hero apoXa-
au. 3acoBh! GBLIH TAIKEJbIe M PoKaBhle, H MAJTBYHKY
6bL10 TLYAHO 3aABMHYTH MX HA MeCTO. My KUYHHBI
e He pacrepaaucs!

Kax TOJIBKO OHM YCJABILUIAIH, YTO ABEPh 3aXJIOIN-
HyJIach, OHH 3aMeTaTHCh Mo KomHare. OMMH U3 HUX
cpasy JKe HaJer NnJje4yoM Ha aAsepb. B aTo Bpema IIu-
Ky MOYTH YAAJIOCh 3aABMHYThL 3acoB Ha mectro. Ho
TYT MYXKYMHBI BTPOEM HABAJMJIHCH HA ABEPh BCei
TAMKECTBHIO, U 38COB OTCKOYWT B CTOPOHY!

JIuk B ykace ycrasuiacsa Ha asepb. OHa OTKphIBa-
nacs! OH OBEPHYJCA M IOMYAJICA B TEMHBIN KOPH-
xop. My xunHbI BKIIOYKHIH GOHADH U, YBUAEB MaJIb-
YUKa, CO BCeX HOT GPOCHJIMCH 38 HUM BIOIOHKY.

Iuk nobexan no xkosnoxua. K cuacresio, orsep-
CTHe HAXOAWJIOCH C APYTOM CTOPOHEBI, U OH CMOT He-
3aMeTHO 3a0paTbca B Hero. Ceer ¢oHapeit He moma-
aan Tyaa. MajasuMKy eaBa XBATHJIO BPEMEHH IIpO-
CKOJIB3HYTh BHYTDh TpPyOul. Korama Tpoe My»KuyuHH
npobexxanu MHMO, HU OAWH M3 HUX He coobpasui,
410 cOesKaBILIHI{ MPOCKOJB3HY B Kosoaeu. Myxum-
HBI JeMUCTBUTEIBLHO HE 3HAJH, YTO 3AECh HAXOAMJICA
KoJozer!

IIpoxxa Bcem Tenom, JInk cran B3GupaTscs 1o Be-
PeBKe, KOTOPYIO OH OCTABMJI NTPHUBA3AHHON K JKeJe3-
Holt Jectuuue. Jo6paBmucey A0 JecTHUULI, UK OT-
BA3AN BepeBKY, 4YTOOBl MY>KYMHBI He CMOTJIHM TOA-
HATBCA IO HeH A0 JeCTHHLBI, €CJAH CJIYy4YaifHO
obHapy»KaT CTapblii Konoxeu. Be3 BepeBKH MM He
yaanoch OBl IIOMacTh HaBepX.

BricTpo BCcKapaGKaBLIMCHL IO JIECTHHMIE, MaJb-
YUK 1NpoJie3 yepe3 KAMEHHYIO IUINTY M OKasalca
nouyry Hasepxy. Pe6ara 6u1nn Tam. OHM Kaanu ero.

ITo BeIpaskenuio suua JIuka aern cpas3y moraja-
JUCh, YTO €My He YAaJIoCh CAenaTh TO, 4TO0 ObLIO
HY»HO. Pefara GbICTPO BRITAILMIH €ro.
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— Huuero xopouiero, — IpOroBOPUJ 3AITBIXAB-
wniica or noaremMa JIuk. — MHe He yzanmocs 3a-
KpuITh uXx. Kak pas roraa, Koraa s MOYTH 3aBHHYJ
3aCcO0B, OHH BhIGMJIM ABeph H NMOMYAJIMCH 34 MHOIA.
Ho s BOBpeMsA BJIe3 B KOJIOAELL.

— Teneph OHM NMONBITAIOTCA BLIATH Yepe3 BXOMA, —
HEOKMAAHHO 3aKpuyana AHH. — Beicrpeel Uto ke
HaMm aenars? Ouu noltmalor Hacl

— K noakel — kpuxkuyn Jxynauan u B3an AHH
3a pyKy. — Bexuml! 910 Hala exHHCTBEHHAA BO3-
MOXHOCTh. MYyXX4YMHAM, IOXANYH, YAACTCA CABH-
HYTh KAMHH.

YeTtnepo aeteit 6picTpo nobexxanu co asopa. Ilpo-
Geraa MHMO MaJIEHbKON KOMHATHI, J[)KOpMK Ha XO-
Iy 3alexxasa B Hee M IMPHUXBATHIA TONOpMK. Tum
MYaJICA PAIOM M OTYAAHHO JAAJI.

Hetn npubexann B 6yxTouky. Mx soxka Gbiia
Ge3 Becesn. TaM ke HaXOAMJIACHE M MOTOPHAasA JIOAKA.
JI>KOpIK NpBITHYJIAa B Hee ¥ OT PajoCTH 3aBuaxKasal

— Haimun Becna 3gecsl — 3akpuyana oHa. —
JxynuaH, BoabMuTe MX. MHe HY)XHO TYyT Koe-uTo
caenath. BeIcTpee cniyckaiiTe Hauly JOAKY Ha BOARy!

Jxyauan u J[MK B3AJM Becs1a y AeBOYKH. 3aTeM
OHM CTALMJIM CBOIO JIOAKY HA BOAY M IOCMOTpeEsH,
yto genaer J[xopmk. C MOTODKHM CJABILIAJICA KYT-
Kuit Tpeck!

— wxopmak! xopmx! Cxopeel IToxkasanuce
MY»K4UHBIl — HeOXKMAAHHO BBIKPUKHYA J[KynuaH.
OH yBHAaea, KaK Tpoe MY>X4YHH Beryr K yrecy, Beny-
meMy K GyxTouke. J[»KOpa CIpPBITHYJIa C MOTOPKH
¥ npumyanack K peGaram. OHM OTTOJNKHYJIH JIOAKY
ot Gepera, u Jl)xopa)x, B3AB Becsia, HaYanaa 30 BCex
CHMJI TPECTH.

Tpoe Mmy»xxuuH noabexalin K MOTOPKe M B yxKace
3acTeLIH Ha Mecre: J[KOpAK HaHecsa e cephedHbIi
ywiep6l Ona paabuna TOMOPHMKOM BCE MEXAHH3MBI,
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KOTOphle CMOrJia yBHAeTh. EnBa A ceifyac yaasioch
661 3aBecTH aoaky! OHa Obla HACTOJNBKO IMOBpEXAae-
HAa, YTO BPAA NH MY>XYHMHAM YAAJIOCh OBl MOYHMHHTH
€e HMEeBLIMMHCH Y HUX MHCTPYMEHTAMH.

— Xynurankal — 3asomin JIKeiik, rpoasa
Ixopmx kKynakom. — Hy, nogoxaun, a a0 teba no-
Gepycn!

— Tomomay! — xpuxkuyna xopax. Ee romy-
6Gble rna3a yrpoxaiolle CBepKaiu. — Bel TOXe Mo-
axere nogoxaars! Teneps BbI He CMOXeTe yexaTs C
moero octposal



TJIABA CEMHAIIIATAA
KoHel| BeAHKOAEITHOr0 NMPHKAIOYEHHS

Tpoe MY»X4YHH, CTOA Y KPOMKH MODA, CMOTDeJH,
Kax J[xopax GuIcTpo yaananach or Gepera. OHM HH-
Yero He MOrau caeaars. Ax soaka 6uLiIa COBEpILEH-
HO HETIPUTORHOM ANA NIaBAHMUA.

— CyaHo, oxugamouee UX TaM, CIUIIKOM GOJb-
moe anA aroi OyxToukn, — 3ameruna J[Kopmxk,
M30 BCeX CHMJI mpoao/ukasa rpectu. — WM npuaerca
OCTATHLCA TAM RO TeX Nop, MoKa Kakasa-HuGyas JIoA-
Ka He 3aruteiBeT TyAa. IIpeacraBisio, KAk OHH ceif-
yac anarcal

Jloaxka pebaT no/wxHa 6bL1a IMPOMTH MOYTH MHMO
cyaHa. I xorza oHM NpPOILILIBATTH MHUMO, MX OKJIMK-
HYJ MYXXYHMHA.

— O#, Ha noake! Bul nisiBere He ¢ octposa Kup-
pun?

— He orBeualite, — nonpocuna Ixopax. — He
rOBOPUTE HHU CJIOBA.

Hukto m3 pe6AT He NPOPOHMJ HH CJoBa. Bce
CMOTpeNH B APYTOM HAaIpasjJeHnH, KaKk GyATo Huue-
IO He CJABILIAJH.

— Di1, Ha soakel — CepAMTO KPUKHYJI MYK-
ynHa. — Bsl uTO, ornoxau? Bel ¢ ocTpoBa mabI-
sere?

Hetu cHosa npomoayanu. OHH CMOTpeaHn B ApY-
ryio CTopoHy, B To BpemMa Kak Jxopmx 6wicTpo
rpebna. My>XumHa Ha CyaHe OTCTaJX OT JeTeil M ¢
TPeBOroi TMOCMOTpPesl B CTOPOHY octpoBa. OH GbLI
yBEepeH, 4YTO AeTH NpUmiIsLin orryaa. O 3uan ob
aBAHTIOPE CBOMX IIpHUATeNell M 3aBOJHOBAJICA, BCe
JIM Ha OCTPOBE B NOpAAKe.
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— OH MOXKeT CITYCTHTh JIOAKY C CyAHA M M0eXaThb
MOCMOTPETb, 4YTO CIIYYHIOCh, — 3aMermia JKOpIK.
— Ho on cMoxer ux 3afpars BCEro JHIIL C He-
CKOJIBKHMH CJIMTKaMH 30J0Ta, He Gosbiel Mue ka-
AKeTcA, OHM BPAAX JM rnocMmeloT 3afparh BCe 30J10TO,
3HAas, YTO MKI CrIacjuch. MBI Belb PACCKAYKEM, YTO C
HaMH CIyYuaocs!

JxyauaH OrAAHYJCA HA CYAHO. MajabuuK yBH-
ZeJI, KaK 4Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMs, HaXOXWBILAACH
HAa CyAHe JoaKa ObL1a cryllleHa Ha BOAY.

— Tu npaBa, — coofuma on xopmx. — Ouu
HMCIIYTaJIMUCh, YTO CJOYYHJIOCh YTO-TO HeJagHOe, H
ILILIBYT BhIpyYaTh Tex Tpoux. Kaxaa >xanocts!

Manenbkan jgoaka pe6AT KocHyaach Gepera. Ile-
TH CTIIPBLITHYJIM B BOAY M BHITALLMJIHM JOAKY Ha Geper.
TuM, BUIAA XBOCTOM, TOXKE IOMOraj MM, Aepras 3a
BepeBKy. EMy HpaBWIOCh 3aHMMATECA TEM Ke, 4YTO
OeNanu AeTH.

— Tor nosegemrs Tuma k Andy? — cnpocun
Hux.

Jl>xopmx nomoTasna roJIoBOj.

— Her, — otBeruna oHa. — Heas3a TepATL HU
MHUHYTbI. MBI RO/IKHBI TOCHEILUHTH M DPACCKAa3aThb
060 BceM, yTo npoudouuro. S npussKy TuMa K u3-
ropoay rnepex CaaoM.

Jetu GBLICTPO HANPABMJIMCH B CTOPOHY KuppuH-
Korremka. Tera @aHHM 3aHuMaiack B caxy. OHa
YAUBJIEHHO CMOTpeJIa Ha CIemaluux aereit.

— Yro cayynnocs? — crnpocuna ona. — S ay-
MaJa, Bhl BEeDHETeCh He PaHbllIe YeM 3aBTpa MJIH I10-
cie3astpal Yro-uubyas npousowwno? Yro y IInka co
LIeKOoF?

— Huuero crpamHoro, — ycrnoxkoma ee Jlux.

TyT Bmewnanucey pebara.

— Tera ®auumn, rae aaga Kseutrun? Ham Hyx-
HO pPaccKas3aTh €My 4YTO-TO BayKHoe!
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— Mama, ¢ HaMH TakKoe IMpoMU3OoNLIOo}

— Tera ®anHH, HAM HYXKHO CTOJIBKO pacCKa-
aarp Bam! Ha camoM nese MHoro.

Tera DaHHH YAUBJIEHHO CMOTpeJia Ha nepenav-
KaHHBIX aered.

— Yro cayynnocs? — cripocua oHa. 3aTeMm mno-
BEpHYJIaCh K JOMY M NO3BaJAa:

— Ksentun! Ksentun! JleTu XOTAT HAM 4YTO-TO
PaccKas3aTh.

JdAnA BeIlIeA C AOBOJILHO CEPAMTHIM BHAOM —
€ro OTOPBAJIM KAaK pa3 Ha cepeauHe paboTsl.

— B uem neno? — cnpocus OH.

— Nlana, aro Kacaerca octpoBa Kuppun, — Gbic-
Tpo Brinanua Jxyaunan. — Te My»X4YHHBI He KYIIH-
JIX ero eue, npasaa?

— Ja, dakTUYecKM OH NpPOJAaH, — OTBETHJ JA-
asa. — §1 yxke moanmcan JOroBop €O CBOeli CTOPOHBI,
a OHM MOANHIIYT 3aBTpa co cBoeit. Ho B uem neno?
BaMm-10 uTO 210 3TOrO?

— JdanAa, MyX4YHHB He IOAMMIIYT AOTOBOD
saBsTpa, — 3aaBua )kynamaH. — 3Haere, mouye-
My OHHM XOTeJHM KYNHTb ocTpoB M 3amok? He moro-
MYy, YTO OHM AEHCTBHTENILHO XOTENH MOCTPOMUTHL IOC-
THHMLY MM 4YTO-TO TAM elle, a MOTOMY, YTO Y3Ha-
JIM, YTO TAM CHPATAHO NMOTEePAHHOE 30J10TOl

— Y10 3a yymib THI Hecelib? — YAUBHJICA XAAA.

— 910 He yywb, nanal — BO3MYILIEHHO KPDUKHY-
na Jlxxopax. — Iro uncrada npasaa. B Tom amuke,
KOTOpHI THI NpOAAJ, HAXOAMJCA INJAH CTaporo
3aMKa, M Ha mnjaHe OblJIO NMOKAa3aHO, rae MoH
npanpanpanpajgeayiuka cnpsaran 3osorol

Oana 6b1 pasapaxkeH U yausjaeH. OH npocTo He
Bepusa HM eauHomy ciaoByl Ho ero »kena nonsana no
Cepbe3HBIM AETCKHM JHMLAM, YTO IMPOM3OLUJIO YTO-TO
BayKHOe. BaApyr AHH HEOXXHIAHHO FPOMKO 3apblia-
nal OHa HACTONBLKO CHJBHO PA3BOJHOBAJACHL, YTO
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HHUKAK He MOrJa TOHATh, MOYeMy IAAA He BEepHUT
npaspae.

— Tera ®anuu, tera Panuu, 310 npasgal —
pBlzana OHa. — JTO YXKAcHO, 4TO AAAsA KBeHTHH He
BepuT HaM. O Tera MaHHH, Y OJHONO MYMKUMHBI
6eu1 pesosbeepl M on 3anep Ixyanana u J[Kopmk
B noademenve. U JIuky npuuuioce crmyckaTsca ue-
pe3 Kosoaen BHM3, 4ToOnI crmactu ux. A J[xopmxk
pa3bnia UX MOTODKY, YTOGhI OHM He clexasu.

HOana c Tereit ¢ TPyAOM NOHMMANH, O YEM T'OBO-
puna neBoYyKa, HO aAna KBeHTUH Bce-raxm 3any-
mauca. leno cepreaHoe, crouT pasoBpaTeca. — Paa-
6nna mMoTOopKyl — BOCKAMKHYN OH. — Ho 3auem?
Hy-ka, nouwm B fom. S xouy ycaslmars BCIO HCTO-
PHIO OT Havasna M g0 KoHua. ITo-moemy, 31O coBep-
LIIEHHO HEeBEPOATHO. )

Bce Hanpasusuck B 1oM. AHH ycenach K TeTe Ha
KoJeHM u caymana, Kak Jxopmx u J[Kyaman no
MOPAAKY PACCKA3bIBAIOT BCIO UcTopmio. OHM paccka-
3aJiM BCe N0 MeJbYailIux noaApobHOCTel, HUYero He
yTyCTHB.

Tera ®annmn nobnegHena, CAyIIad MX paccKas,
ocobeHHO Koraa ycasluana, Kak JIuK cnyckayica ue-
pe3 KoJiozell B roasemeJibe.

— Teba morau y6uthl — BOCKJIMKHYJNA OHA. —
O, Ouk! K yuemy Takas xpa6pocTs!

Hana Ksentun caywan u yausnanca. OH Hu-
KOrjla He HMCHBIThIBANX 0coB0it JM06BH MM BOCXMILIE-
HHA 1O OTHOLIEHMIO K AETAM M BCEerja CYMTa] MX
LIYMHBIMH, HaAOEMJIMBBIMH H rayneimu. Ho ceii-
yac, nocae pacckasa J[)kyiuaHa, y Hero cpasy ua-
MEHHJIOCh MHeHMe 00 3THX 4YeThIpex pebsarax!

— Bs1 oueHs coofpasuresnbHble, — CKA3aJd OH, —
4 oyeHb cmennle. I ropxyce Bamu. Ia, oueHs rop-
JKYChb BCEMH M KaXXIABIM B OTAeabHOCTH. Heynusmu-
TeJbHO, J[MKOPAXK, UTO THI, 3HAA O CIUTKAX, HE XO-
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Tesa, 4ToOn! A npoaasan ocrpos! Ho nmouemy e Bul
MHe HHYero He cKkasaau?

YeTBepo AeTeil NPHUCTAIBHO IIOCMOTPEJH Ha Hero
M HH4ero He orseTwu. He Morim ke OHH CKa3aTh
emy: «Jla Bo-niepBhIX, BhI Obl He MOBEepPUJIH HaM. Bo-
BTODBIX, Bbl HEBBIJEP)KAHHBIM M HeCHpaBeIIMBBLIN.
M=u1 Goumca Bac. B-TperbMX, MBI HEe BEpMJIH, YTO
BaM yzasoch 6ul caenaTh BCe TaK, KAK HAJO0».

— ITouemy BHI He oTBeyaere? — CIIpoCHN OAAA.
3a HUX OTBeTHJIA TeTA.

— KBeHTHH, TbI 3Xe 3Haewb, getu Teba Goarcs,
M A nojaralo, UM He 3axorejoch uATH K TeGe. Ho
Terneps, pa3 y»X OHM NMPHUIIUIN, ThI JOJKEH B3ATH Je-
JI0 B cBoM pyKH. JleTu Teneps HMYero He MOTyT cAe-
aatek. Thl ZOMKEH MO3BOHUTHL B ITOJHLMIO M IOCHTY-
1IaTh, YTO OHM CKasKyT Tefe 060 BceM 3TOM, — CKa-
3aJla MATKHUM rojiocoM Tets PaHHH.

— Bepno, — cornacunca aags KBeHTHH u, nojg-
HABLIMCh, noxjonan Jxyauana mo cnuHe. — Bel
BCe NMPaBWILHO CAEIAIH, — cKa3an oH. Ilotom noxomen
K JDHKOpHK M BILEPOLIUT ee KOPOTKME KYADALUKH. —
Jxopmx, A ropkych To00il TOKe, — ITPOM3HEC OH. —
Tul Benta ceb KaK HacCTOALMHA MalbYHILIKA]

— O, nanal — sBockaukHyna J[Xopax, KpacHesa
or yausaenusa u pagoctu. OHa yawmiGHysacs emy, u
OH yabIGHYJICA eil B oTBeT. A y Hero nNpuATHOE JHULO,
Koraa OH yamibaerca, 3amerwam getu. OHu ¢
JxopmK nefcTBUTENBHO GLLIM OYeHb MOXOMKH APYr
Ha apyra. O6a BeIrAxean HeKpaCMBLIMH, KOTAa cep-
AMJUCh U XMYPHJIH 6POBH, a KOrjga OHM CMEAJHUCH
uan yasifaauch, Ha HHX NPHATHO OblJIO CMOT-
peTsl

ITana yuiesn 3BOHUTH B MOJHIMIO H CBOEMY 81BO-
Karty. JleTH ycenuch eCThb NnedYeHbe M CJAMBBI, IPOJOJ-
JKaA pacCKa3hlBaTh TeTe MeJbyaiiuue rnogpoGHOCTH,
O KOTODPBIX OHHM HE YIIOMSAHYJIM PaHblile.
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Cuaa B noMe, OHM YCJBILIAJIM F'POMKH, cepau-
TeIN Aaif u3 caga. JHKopAXK BCTperneHyaackh.

— 910 TuM, — cKasasa OHa M TPEBOXKHO TIIO-
cMOTpesia Ha MaMy. — Y MeHA He ObLIO BpeMemM
orBecTH ero K Audy, KOTOpHIi nmpucMaTpuBaeT sa
HuM. Mama, 3Haemb, HaM TaK O6bLTO0 yx0OHO ¢ Tm-
MoM Ha ocrpose. MaBuHH, YTO OH Jsaer celtuac. S
AyMaio, OH FOJIOAHBIMN.

— Xopoiuo, NpHUBeaH €ro Ciofa, — HeOKHAAHHO
ofpounna mama. — OH ToXe Bes ceffA KAK HACTOA-
M repoit. Mel JOJXKHBI HAKOPMHTH €ro 00egoM.

Jaxopmx 3ayanibanacs or pagoctd. OHa BBICKO-
yuaa 3a aAseps u nobexxana Kk Tumy. lleBouka orss-
3ana ero, M Inec, BUAAA AJHUHHBIM XBOCTOM, IIO-
myancsa B AoMm. TaM OH JU3HYJ MaMy M, HABOCTPHUB
yuIM, MOCMOTPEN Ha Hee.

— Xopouuit mec, — CKa3aja OHa M MOrJjaguiaa
ero. — f yrowmy reba obeaom!

Tum norpycua 3a Heit Ha KyxH1o. JDKyJauaH wun-
poko yasibuyaca xopaxk. — Bor suauius, TBOsA
MaMa MoJIOOYMHa, npasaa?

— Jla, HO s He 3HAIO, YTO CKaXXeT namna, Koraa
yBuauT TUMa CHOBa B JoMe, — B HepeLUTeJbHOCTH
nporosopuia J[kopmk.

B stor MmoMeHT BepHyJica oreu. JIuuo ero 6nixo
Mpa4HoO.

— Ilonuuma cuuTaer, YTO BCEe 3TO OYGHL
cepbe3Ho, — CcooGIIUI OH, — MU MOM AIBOKAT
Toxe. OHHM Bce CXOAATCA BO MHEHMAX, YTO BbI
o4YeHb coobpasuTenbHble M cMmeable pebsara.
Jlxxopax, MO aagBOKAT TOBOPHMT, YTO CJHTKH
HA 3aKOHHBIX OCHOBAHMUAX IPHUHALJEXKAT HAaM.
Tam ux B camMoM aese MHoro?

— ITanal Cotun! — BockaukHyaa Jxopmx. —
IIpoctro cotHu!l M Bce B GOnbLIOI Kyue B roase-
mesbe. O, nanoyka, Mel Tenepsb 6ynem GoraTsimu?
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-.— Jla, — orBerun oteu. — Byaem. Hactroanxn
GOMaTLIMH, YTO THl M MaMa ITOJYYHTE BCE, YTO MHe
YWIRCHO XOT€JIOCh BaM JATh TAK AABHO, & A He MOr.
“gocTaTouHO XOpoiwo paBoran, HO 310 He Ta pabo-
M KoTopasA NPUHOCMT MHOro aeder. Ilosromy a
oW1 TaKMM HEPBHEIM M HecaepkaHHbIM. Ho Teneps
Th! 6yzelns KMeTh BCe, YTO 3axodenIn!

— Ilo-npaBae, MHe HMYEro M He XouyercA. ¥ Me-
HA y»Xe Bce ecTh, — cKasana [»xopax. — Ho sor
oxHO MHe GBI XOTesoch HMeTh GoJbllie BCero Ha CBe-
Te. 1 Te6Ge GBI 3TO HHYEro He CTOMUJIO, nanoyxal

— Twu Gymemis uMeTs 3TO, Aoporas! — HM3peK
oreu, o6uAB pyko# J[xopax, K GONBILLIOMY ee yAUB-
NeHu10. — ToNpKO CKaXXM 4TO, M, AaxKe ecau 3t1o By-
ZeT CTOUTh cTO GyHTOB, ¥ Teba aro Gyner!

B 3TOT MOMEHT M3 KOpMAOpA, BEAYLIEro B KOM-
HATY, TAe OHHM HAaXOAWJMNCH, TOCJABILIAIOCHL LILJe-
naHbe TAMEeNLIX maroB. Boasuiaa moxunaraa roso-
BA MPOCYHYJACh B ABEPb U BOMPOCHTEJILHO IMOCMOT-
pena Ha Bcex. Koneuno e, 3to 6er1 Tuml!

— ITanoukal Tum — 310 TO, YTO A GOJNBIIIE BCErO
Ha cBeTe XO4y, — BOCKJMKHyJa J[»opmxk, cxas py-
Ky otrua. — Ecau 6 ThI 3HaJI, KAKMM OH OKa3aJcs
mm Hac ApPyroM Ha octpose. OH xoren HaGpPOCHTLCH
A4 Tex MyxcunH. Oif, nanoyka, A He XOuy HUKaKHX
nogapxkos. §I ToOABKO mpowy ocTaBuTs TuMma,
y106ul OH 6p11 37ech co MHOM. Mbl Morau Owi
CREJaTh €My XOpOLIYIO KOHYpy, rae 61 oH cran,
a yx A Oul caeamnsaa, utobbl OH He Mewunan tebe,
npasza.

— Xopo1o, KoOHe4YHo, ImycTh OH Gyaer ¢ ToGoi, —
COIJIACHJICA Iiara. H THM, BHJIAA XBOCTOM M I''AOA HA
OKPYXXAaIOIlIUX TaK, CIOBHO MOHHUMAJ KaKA0e OTHO-
cAlLeec K HeMY CJIOBO, TYT JKe BOeXKas B KOMHATY
M JM3HYya pyky naage KseHtunyl «YikacHo cme-
Jablit», — moaymaina o Tume AHH.
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Ceituac aaga KBeHTHH Ouia COBEpILUEHHO ApY-
ruM. Kasanocs, 'y Hero KaMeHs ¢ AyIUM CBAJIMJICA.
Teneps ouu 6GuLan Gorarel. JDKOpAK MOrja Ioexars
VYHTBCA B XOPOLUYIO LUKOJY, €r0 )KeHa MOrJa HUM@Th
TaxHe BelIH, 0 KAKUX OH MeuTas JUIA Hee, a CaM OH
MOT NPOJAOIKHTE CBOIO pafoTy, KOTOpas eMy OueMb
HpPaBWIACh, He YYBCTBYA Telepsb, 4To 3apabaTniBaer
HeIOCTATOYHO JeHer, 4YTo0hl JOCTOWHO COAEP>KATH
cemblo. Jlans ¢ cusiomedt ynuiGKolt cMOTpeN Ha BeexX
M BBIMIAJEN CAMBIM CYACTJIHMBLIM 4YeJOBEKOM Ha
csere!

Jlxxopnk mnepenonaHsna papocts 3a Tuma.
OHa kpenko o0HAJA OTuA 34 IIEI0, Yero He nge-
nana yxe apasHo. OH YAMBHJICA, HO BCE XXe eMy
OLIIO IIPHATHO.

— Ilopagok, mopagok, — rosopua oH. — Bce
310 oyeHs npuatHo. IIpuser! Y10 310? Yke nonuuma?

HMa, ato O6ulau noauneickue. OHM \MOJOIUJH
K ABepHM H mneperoBopHaH c¢ aaxeit KseHTHHOM.
3areM oaMH MOJMUEACKHI ocTajCcA 3amMCHIBATH
B GJOKHOT MCTOPHIO, CAYYHBIUYIOCA C AETHMH,
a Apyrue YyUIJIH HCKATh JOAKY, 4YTOOBI OTnpa-
BHTBCA HAa OCTPOB.

Myxuunnl cbexanu orrynal Ux yseana Joaka ¢
cyaHa. Cyano m noaxa ucueanu! Moropka, cosep-
LLIEHHO HEroAHAasA AJIA IUIABAHMSA, O-TIPEXKHEMY Ha-
xoauaach TamM. HHCIIEKTOD MOCMOTpeN Ha Hee M YC-

MeXHYJICA. ‘
— A ona, sra mucc J{KOpaKHHA, OTYAAHHAA
AEeBYOHKA, BepHO? — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — Ilopa-

Gorana oueHb caaBHO. Ha 3ToM JoaKe HHKOMY
6ul He yaanoch ymasiTh. Hy)XHO OTBE3TH ee B ra-
BaHb.

ITonuneiickne npuseaan c coBoit . HECKOJIEKO
CJHTKOB 30JI0Ta, AJIA TOro 4TolGbl NMOKA3aTh UX AAAe
Ksentnny. [Beps noasemMenba OHM OneYaTaau, 4To-

150



661 HHKTO GOJIbILIE HE CMOr TyAa NOMAacTh, MOKA Lt
AA He npuener U He 3abeper 3070TO0. Bece aenanocn
YEeTKO U NMPAaBWIBHO, XOTA CJAMILKOM YK MEIJIEHHO,
KaK Ka3sanoch geram! OHH HALEANHCH, YTO MY>KUYHUH
CXBaATAT H NOCAAAT B TIOPbMY H 4YTO no.nuueﬁcxue
npuBe3yT ¢ coboit Bce 30J10TO cpaay!

PebsaTa y»KacHO yCTaJlM B 3TOT Beuep M gaxke He
CT&JIM BO3pAXKATh, KOrja TeTdA CKasaja, 4YTO HM
MY)KRHO Jieub criaTh nopaHsue. OHM nepeoaeanch, M
MEIBMMKH IPHLLIN YXKHHATh B KOMHATY K J€BO4Y-
kaM. Tum 6uL1 ¢ HUMH, IrOTOBBIM noaGupaTsh Jio6kIe
ynasuive Ha IoJl KPOLUKH.

— JomxeHn cka3aTh, y Hac ObLIO YyAecHOe NpH-
KANOYeHHe, — COHHO npouaHec J[xyauman. — Mue
ASKe KAaK-TO JKajlb, YTO OHO 3aKOHYHJAOCh. XOTH
PpeMeHaMH OHO MHe COBCeM He Hpasmuiock. OcobeH-
HO xorza Mbl ¢ JIKopaX cHaeaM 3aKHMKAMH B
noxseMesine. 10 6bLIO0 YIKACHO.

Jxopmx rpeiasia uMOGupHOe mneueHbe M ObLia
ouwens cuactausa. OHa WIMPOKO yabiGHyaacs xy-
AMany.

— IlogymaTs TONIBKO, A GecHyIach OT MBICJIH, YTO
»M Oyaere 3aech XKUTh! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OH&. —
A cobupanacs Bectu ce6a ¢ BamMu no-ceuHcKu! 5
xorena caeaaTth TakK, uro0hl BaM CHOBa 3axoTe-
aock nomoit! A remepr eAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MEHA
oropuaetr, — 3TO TO, 4TO Bhl yeaere. KoHeuHo,
BB yeJeTe, KOraa 3akoHyatrca KaHuKyasl. Ilocae
TOr0O XaK Yy MEHA NOABHJIMCH TPH APYra, KOTOpPbIe
o00oKaIOT TaKMe NPUKJIIOYEeHHA, A cHoBa Oyay oaHa.
A umxorza panbuie He 6bLIa OAMHOKOM, a Teneph
3HAI0, KAKOBO MHe IIPHAETCA.

— Her, He OGymeimus, — HEOXHAAHHO CKasaja
Amu. — Tu1 MOKeIub KOE-4TO CAenaTh, YTo6 HUKOr-
Aa Gonsiue He GbITH OQHOM.

— Yro e? — cnipocuaa yausiaeHHO J[3KODIK.
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— ThI MOXKelllb IONMPOCHTHLCA IMOeXaTh B Ty e
LIKOJNY-HHTEDHAT, KyAa e3axKy A, — OUbACHMEA
Anun. — Tam Taxk 3goposol 1 HaM paspeluans
AepKaTb cBOMX nutoMueB. TuM Toxe mor Om
noexars ¢ HaMul :

— Besukonenno! Heyxenu mMokHO? — BOGK-
aukHyna JHKOpmK, M y Hee 3aropejuch rjiasa. —
Xopouo, Toraa a noexy. $1 Bcerna TBepAUsA, YTO Ne
noeay, HO A NOeAY, NOTOMY 4YTO Tenepbh IOHHMAM,
HACKOJILKO JIyullle ¥ Becejiee ObITh C ADYTMMH, IBM
BCE BpeM#A OAHON. 310 GyAeT NpPOCTO NMPEKpPACHO, ec-
au MoxxHO ¥ Tuma B3aTh ¢ coboiil

— Hoxanyit, MAIBUMKH, BAM Y)Ke HYXKHO HATH
B CBOIO CNAJIBHIO, — CKa3asna Tera PaHHU, NOABRA-
much B Asepax. — IlocMorpure Ha (uka. OH nou-
™1 yxe crnuT! CerolHA HOYBIO BAM AO/LKHBI CHHTMA
NPUATHBIE CHbl. Bbl yYaCTBOBAIM B TAKOM ITPHKJHD-
YeHUH, KOTOPLIM MOXXHO ropauthcai. JDKOpIK, 990
TrM TaM NOA KPOBATHIO?

— Ha, aro oH, MamMa, — npobopMoTaia, IPUTEO-
puBIIKCh yaAuBJAeHHON, Jxopax. — Poauenbimst
moitl TuMm, YTO THI TaM Aenaewunb?

Tum Beinon3 u3-noa Kposatu. Iloabexas K M&-
Me, OH JIer mepex HeM, IMAAA Ha Hee KAJIOCTIHRR-
MH M YMUJIBHBIMHM KADHMHM IJ1a3aMH. ..

— Thl Xouelllb CerofHA CaTh B KOMHATE AGB0-

yeK? — cmescsh, crpocmaa oHa. — Xopouo, ; HO
TOJBKO ceroxHsl
— Mawmoukal — 3aBM3Kana OT DpagOCTH

Ixopax. — Oit, cnacu6o, criacuGo, cnacuGol Kax
THl JOrajanach, YTO MHE Y)KACHO HE XOTeJOCh Dag-
craBarbca cerogHa ¢ Tumom? Oit, mamouxal Thww,
Gyzelus cmaTh BOH TaM Ha KOBPHXe.

YerBepo CUACTIMBEIX peGAT yRoGHO yCTpPOMJiNED
B cBOMX nocrensax. Ax yauBuTeabHOE NPUKJIIIOUEMse
61aronoIyyHoO 3aKOHYMJIOCh. Briepean y Hux ome
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MHOFO KAHMKYJ, M Teneps, xoraa aaas KseHTuH
yxe He GeneH, OH npenogHeceT MM HeGOJBLIME ITO-
RAPKH, KOTOPHIEe xoren nozapuTh. JHKOPIK BMecTe
¢ Amn oripaBuTCA B IIKOXY, ¥ TuM Gyner ONATH C
Helt! OCTpOB M 3aMOK TO-NIPEIKHEMY NPHHAICHKATH
JTxoprx! Kax Bce wyaecHo!

— J»opax, A Tak paaa, uTo ocTpoB Kuppuu
He mpoaanu, — cKalana, 3aceinaa, Auu. —
O4YeMb pajAa, UYTO OH IIO-TMPEXXHEMY IpHHanJe-
XKUT Tele.

— OH npuHaaJeXHuT elme TpeM APYTrHM JIO-
aaM, — seiMonsuna Ixopax. — OH npuHagie-
xur mHe, tebe, Hxyanany m Iuxky. d nousana,
Kax 310poBO aenuthesa. IlosToMy 3aBTpa A cobupa-
I0Ch COCTABMTH JOKYMEHT, MJIH KAK TaAM 3TO HA3bI-
BAETCA, M 34ITUCATH B HEM, YTO OTAAI0 KAXAOMY, M
Te0e u pebaTaM, no yerseproit yactu. Ocrpos Kup-
PHMH 1 3aMOK GyXyT NIDHMHAINJIEKATL BCeM Haml

— O Dxopmx, Kax 3goposol — o6pasoBaBIINUCh,
BOCKJIMKHYNA AHH. — Bor Manpumniukmu obpaayior-
ca. $1 uyBcTBYyI0 ceBs Takoi cua...

Ho, He ZOroBOpHB A0 KOHIA, MAJeHbLKAA AEBOY-
Ka sacHyaa. 1 Jxopmx Toxke. B apyroit komHare
Toxe cranu. MansuukaM CHMIMCH CJAMTKH, IIOA3e-
MeJbA ¥ BCAKHE WHTEPECHbIe BELIH.

Toabko ogHMH U3 Bcex He cnan — Tum. Hasocrt-
PMB YIIH, OH CJAYIUAJ, KaK Abluat aeBodyku. Kakx
TONBKO MEC IMOHMAJ, YTO OHM YCHYJH, OH THXOHBHKO
NOAMAICA C KOBPHMKA, OCTOPOXKHO ITOAKPABIUMCH K
kpomat J[XKOpAK, NMPUNOAHAJCA M, TOJOXKHB HA
KpOBaTh IepeaHue Janbl, OGHIOXAaJ COAILYIO Ae-
BOYKY.

3areM, MpBLITHYB K JEeBOYKEe HA KpOBaTh, IIeC
YCTPOMJICA Yy Hee B HOrax M, B3AOXHYB, 3aKPLLI
rna3a. HasepHoe, uerBepo zereit OBINH CYACTIH-
BIMY, HO Tum GLLI CYACTIHBEE BCEX.
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— O, TuM, — NOYYBCTBOBAB €r0 PAAOM, IPOGOp-
morana cKkBo3b coH JDxopmx. — O, Tum, Henbas...
HO TeGe Tak xopomo... Tum, y Hac eme Gyayr Apy-
rve NPUKJIIOYEHUA, Y BCEeX NMATePhLIX, He npasaa au?

Ha, HO 310 yKe coBceM apyras ucropual
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Dear Reader,

This exciting story of four children and dog,
their adventures on Kirrin Island, with its ruined
castle, treasure and mystery, is the first in a series
of twenty—one books about the Famous Five. The
author, Enid Mary Blyton, was born in London in
1897. She began writing poetry in her early teens.
She was trained as a kindergarten teacher, later be-
came a journalist specialising in educational and
children’s publications, and had two daughters of
her own. Maybe it was this personal and profes-
sional experience that gave her such insight into
children’s mind. By the 1950s, Enid Blyton was a
household name. She wrote a total of over 600
books, is one of the most translated British autors,
and since her death in 1968 to the present day has
remained overwhelmingly the most popular child-
ren’s author in the eight to twelve age group in
Britain.

Apart from the Famous Five books, she pro-
duced another series about The Secret Seven, and
her -most famous character was Noddy, about
whom she started writing in the 1950s. Enid Bly-
ton’s stories range from fairy stories to school
stories, the Famous Five series being about ordi-
nary middle—class English children, who become
involved in far—from—ordinary adventures.Enid
Blyton’s magic lies in her understanding of how to
grip a child’s interest and her stories are ideal for
children learning English, as she writes in clear,
pure English.

We hope you will enjoy this story, that it will
help develop your knowledge of English and that
you will look forward to the appearance of the
other books in the series.



CHAPTER ONE
A Great Surprise

‘Mother, have you heard about our summer
holidays yet?’ said Julian, at the breakfast—table.
‘Can we go to Polseath as usual?’

‘I’m afraid not,’said his mother. ‘They are quite

fnll up this year’.
“““The three children at the breakfast—table
looked at one another in great disappointment.
They did so love the house at Polseath. The
beach was so lovely there, too, and the bathing
was fine.

‘Cheer up,” said Daddy. ‘I dare say we’ll find
somewhere else just as good for you. And anyway,
Mother and I won’t be able to go with you this
year. Has Mother told you?’

‘Nol’ said Anne. ‘Oh, Mother — is it true?
Can’t you really come with us on our holidays?
You always do.’

‘Well, this time Daddy wants me to go to Scot-
land thh him,’ said Mother. ‘All by ourselves! And
as you are really getting big enough to look after
yourselves now, we thought it would be rather fun
for you to have a holiday on your own too. But now
that you can’t go to Polseath, I don’t really quite
know where to send you.’

‘What about Quentin’s?’ suddenly said Daddy.
Quentin was his brother, the children’s uncle. They
had only seen him once, and had been rather
frightened of him. He was a very tall, frowning
man, a clever scientist who spent all his time stu-
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dying. He lived by the sea — but that was about all
that the children knew of him!

‘Quentin?’ said Mother, pursing up her lips.
‘Whatever made you think of him? I shouldn’t
think he’d want the children messing about in his
little house.’

‘Well,’ said Daddy, ‘I had to see Quentin’s wife
in town the other day, about a business matter —
and I don’t think things are going too well for
them. Fanny said that she would be quite glad if
she could hear of one or two people to live with her
for a while, to bring a little money in. Their house
is by the sea, you know. It might be just the thing
for the children. Fanny is very nice — she would
look after them well.’

‘Yes — and she has a child of her own too,
hasn’t she?’ said the children’s mother. ‘Let me see
— what’s her name — something funny — yes,
Georginal How old would she be? About eleven, I
should think.’

‘Same age as me,’ said Dick. ‘Fancy having a
cousin we’ve never seen! She must be jolly lonely
all by herself. I've got Julian and Anne to play
with — but Georgina is just one on her own. I
should think she’d be glad to see us.’

‘Well, your Aunt Fanny said that her Georgina
would love a bit of company,’ said Daddy. ‘You
know, I really think that would solve our diffi-
culty, if we telephone to Fanny and arrange for the
children to go there. It would help Fanny, I'm
sure, and Georgina would love to have someone to
play with in the holidays. And we should know
that our three were safe.’

The children began to feel rather excited. It
would be fun to go to a place they had never been
to before, and stay with an unknown cousin.
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‘Are there cliffs and rocks and sands there?’
asked Anne. ‘Is it a nice place?’

‘T 'don’t remember it very well,’ said Daddy.
‘But I feel sure it’s an exciting kind of place. Any-
way, you’ll love it! It’s called Kirrin Bay. Your
Aunt Fanny has lived there all her life, and
wouldn’t leave it for anything.’

‘Oh Daddy, do telephone to Aunt Fanny and ask
her if we can go there!’ cried Dick. ‘I just feel as if
it’s the right place somehow. It sounds sort of ad-
venturous!’

‘Oh, you always say that, wherever you gol’
said Daddy, with a laugh. ‘All right — I'll ring up
now, and see if there’s any chance.’

.They had all finished their breakfast, and they
got up to wait for Daddy to telephone. He went out
into the hall, and they heard him putting the call
through.

‘T hope it’s all right for us!’ said Julian. ‘I won-
der what Georgina’s like. Funny name, isn’t it?
More like a boy’s than a girl’s. So she’s eleven — a
year younger than I am — same age as you, Dick
— and a year older than you, Anne. She ought to
fit in with us all right. The four of us ought to
have a fine time together.’

Daddy came back in about ten minutes’ time,
and the children knew at once that he had fixed up
everything. He smiled round at them.

‘Well, that’s settled,” he said. ‘Your Aunt
Fanny is delighted about it. She says it will be aw-
fully good for Georgina to have company, because
she’s such a lonely little girl, always going off by
herself. And she will love looking after you all.
Only you’ll have to be careful not to disturb your
Uncle Quentin. He is working very hard, and he
isn’t very good—tempered when he is disturbed.’
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‘We’ll be as quiet as mice in the housel’ said
Dick. ‘Honestly we will. Oh, goody, goody — when
are we going, Daddy?’

‘Next week, if Mother can manage it,” said
Daddy.

Mother nodded her head. ‘Yes,” she said,
‘There’s nothing much to get ready for them —
just bathing suits and jerseys and shorts. They all
wear the same.’

‘How lovely it will be to wear shorts again,’ said
Anne, dancing round. ‘I’'m tired of wearing school
tunics. I want to wear shorts, or a bathing suit,
and go bathing and climbing with the boys.’

‘Well, you’ll soon be doing it,” said Mother,
with a laugh. ‘Remember to put ready any toys or
books you want, won’t you? Not many, please, be-
cause there won’t be a great deal of room.’

‘Anne wanted to take all her fifteen dolls with
her last year,’ said Dick, ‘Do you remember, Anne?
Weren't you funny?’

‘No, I wasn’t,’ said Anne, going red. ‘I love my
dolls, and I just couldn’t choose which to take — so
I thought I'd take them all. There’s nothing funny
about that.’

‘And do you remember, the year before, Anne
wanted to take the rocking—horse?’ said Dick,
with a giggle.

Mother chimed in. ‘You know, I remember a
little boy called Dick who put aside two golliwogs,
one teddy bear, three toy dogs, two toy ca gs and his
olddmonkey fo take down to Polseath one year,’ she
sai

Then it was Dick’s turn to go red. He changed
the subject at once.

‘Daddy, are we going by train or by car?’ he
asked.
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‘By car,’ said Daddy. ‘We can pile everything
into the boot. Well — what about Tuesday?’

‘That would suit me well,” said Mother. ‘Then
we could take the children down. come back, and do
our own packing at leisure, and start off for Scot-
land on.the Friday. Yes — we’ll arrange for Tues-
day.’

So Tuesday it was. The children counted the
days eagerly, and Anne marked one off the calen-
dar each night. The week seemed a very long time
in going. But at last Tuesday did come. Dick and
Julian, who shared a room, woke up at about the
same moment, and stared out of the near—by win-
dow.

‘It’s a lovely day, hurrah!’ cried Julian, leaping
out of bed. ‘I don’t know why, but it always seems
very important that it should be sunny on the first
day of a holiday. Let’s wake Anne.’

Anne slept in the next room. Julian ran in and
shook her. ‘Wake up! It’s Tuesday! And the sun’s
shining.’

Anne woke up with a jump and stared at Julian
joyfully. ‘It’s come at last!’ she said. ‘I thought it
never would. Oh, isn’t it an exciting feeling to go
away for a holiday!’

They started soon after breakfast. Their car was
a big one, so it held them all very comfortably.
Mother sat in front with Daddy, and the three
children sat behind, their feet on two suitcases. In
tkl:: luggage;plaoedat tﬁ: bacl(:l of the caarl 1wel'e al:l

s and ends, and one sm trun
t;hmMcther ;lliy thought they had remembered every-
£

Along the crowded London roads they went,
slowly at first, and then, as they left the town be-
hind, more quickly. Soon they were right into the
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open country, and the car spe’é along fast. The
children sang songs to themselves, as they always
did when they were happy.

‘Are we picnicking soon?’ asked Anne, feeling
hungry all of a sudden. ~~~

‘Yes,” said Mother. ‘But not yet. It’s only
eleven o’clock. We shan’t have lunch till at least
half —past twelve, Anne.’

‘Oh, gracious!’said Anne. ‘I know I can’t last
out till then!’

So her mother handed her some chocolate, and
she and the boys munched_happily, watching the
hills, woods and fields as the car sped by.

The picnic was lovely. They had it on the top of
a hill, in a sloping field that looked down into a
sunny valley. Anne didn't very much like a big
brown cow who came up close and stared at her,
but it went away when Daddy told it to. The child-
ren ate enormously, and Mother said that instead
of having a tea—picnic at half—past four they
would have to go to a tea—house somewhere, be-
cause they had eaten all the tea sandwiches as well
as the lunch ones!

‘What time shall we be at Aunt Fanny’s?’ asked
Julian, finishing up the very last sandwich and
wishing there were more.

‘About six o’clock with luck,’ said Daddy. ‘Now
who wants to stretch their legs a blt? We’ve an-
other long spell in the car, you know.’

The car seemed to eat up the miles as it purred
along. Tea—time came, and then the three children
began to feel excited all over again.

‘We must watch out for the sea,’ said Dick. ‘I
can smell it somewhere near!’

He was right. The car suddenly topped a hill —
and there, was the shining blue sea, calm and
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smooth in the evening sun. The three children gave
ayel. . T

“There it is!’

‘Isn’t it marvellous!’

‘Oh, I want to bathe this very minute!’

‘We shan’t be more than twenty minutes now,
before we’re at Kirrin Bay,” said Daddy. ‘We’ve
made good time. You’ll see the bay soon — it's
quite a big one — with a funny sort of island at the
entrance of the bay.’

The children looked out for it as they drove
along the coast. Then Julian gave a shout.

‘There it is — that must be Kirrin Bay. Look,
Dick — isn’t it lovely and blue?’ .

‘And look at the rocky little island guarding the
:}x:trance of the bay,’” said Dick. ‘I'd like to visit

at.’

‘Well, I've no doubt you will,” said Mother.
‘Now, let’s look out for Aunt Fanny’s house. It’s
called Kirrin Cottage.’

They soon came to it. It stood on the low cliff
overlooking the bay, and was a very old house in-
deed. It wasn’t really a cottage, but quite a big
house, built of old white stone. Roses climbed over
the front of it, and the garden was gay with
flowers.

‘Here’s Kirrin Cottage,” said Daddy, and he
stopped the car in front of it. ‘It’s supposed to be
about three hundred years oldl Now — where’s
Quentin? Hallo, there’s Fanny!’



CHAPTER TWO
The Strange Cousin

The children’s aunt had been watching for the
car. She came running out of the old wooden door
as soon as she saw it draw up outside. The children
liked the look of her at once.

‘Welcome to Kirrin!l’ she cried. ‘Hallo, all of
youl It's lovely to see you. And what big children!’

There were kisses all round, and then the child-
ren went into the house. They liked it. It felt old
and rather mysterious somehow, and the furniture
was old and very beautiful.

‘Where’s Georgina?’ asked Anne, looking round
for her unknown cousin.

‘Oh, the naughty girll I told her to wait in the
garden for you,’ said her aunt. ‘Now she’s gone off
somewhere. I must tell you, children, you may find
George a bit difficult at first — she’s always been
one on her own, you know. And at first may not like
you being here. But you mustn’t take any notice of
that — she’ll be all right in a short time. I was very
glad for George’s sake that you were able to come.
She badly needs ofher children to play with.’

‘Do you call her «Georges»?’ asked Anne, in sur-
prise. ‘ I thought her name was Georgina.’

‘So it is,’ said her aunt. ‘But George hates being
a girl, and we have to call her George, as if she was
a boy. The naughty girl won’t answer if we call her
Georgina.’

The children thought that Georgina sounded
rather exciting. They wished she would come. But
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she didn’t. Their Uncle Quentin suddenly appeared
instead. He was a most extraordinary looking man,
very tall, very dark, and with a rather fierce frown
on his wide forehead.

‘Hallo, Quentin!’ said Daddy. ‘It’s a long time
since I've seen you. I hope these three won’t dis-
turb you very much in your work.’

‘Quentin is working on a very difficult book,’
said Aunt Fanny. ‘But I’ve given him a room all to
himself on the other side of the house. So I don’t
expect he will be disturbed.’

Their uncle looked at the three children, and
nodded to them. The frown didn’t come off his
face, and they all felt a little scared, and were glad
that he was to work in another part of the house.

‘Where’s George?’ he said, in a deep voice.

‘Gone off somewhere again,’ said Aunt Fanny,
vexed. ‘I told her she was to stay here and meet her
cousins.’

‘She wants spanking,’” said Uncle Quentin. The
children couldn’t quite make out whether he was
joking or not. ‘Well, children, I hope you have a
good time here, and maybe you will knock a little
common—sense into Georgel’

There was no room at Kirrin Cottage for Mother
and Daddy to stay the night, so after a hurried
supper they left to stay at a hotel in the nearest
town. They would drive back to London immedi-
ately after breakfast the next day. So they said
good—bye to the children that night.

Georgina still hadn’t appeared. ‘I'm sorry we
haven't seen Georgina,’ said Mother. ‘Just give her
our love and tell her we hope she’ll enjoy playing
with Dick, Julian and Anne.’

Then Mother and Daddy went. The children felt
a little bit lonely as they saw the big car disappear
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round the corner of the road, but Aunt Fanny took
them upstairs to show them their bedrooms, and
they soon forgot to be sad.

The two boys were to sleep together in a room
with slanting ceilings at the top of the house. It
had a marvellous view of the bay. The boys were
really delighted with it. Anne was to sleep with
Georgina in a smaller room, whose windows looked
over the moors at the back of the house. But one
gside—window looked over the sea, which pleased
Anne very much. It was a nice room, and red roses
nodded their heads in at the window.

‘I do wish Georgina would come,” Anne said to
her aunt. ‘I want to see what she’s like.’

‘Well, she’s a funny little girl,” said her aunt.
‘She can be very rude and haughty — but she’s
kind at heart, very loyal and absclutely truthful.
Once she makes friends with you, she will always
be your friend — but she finds it very difficult in-
deed to make friends, which is a great pity.’

Anne suddenly yawned. The boys frowned at
her, because they knew what would happen next.
And it did!

‘Poor Annel How tired you arel You must all go
to bed straight away, and have a good long night.
Then you will wake up quite fresh tomorrow,’ said
Aunt Fanny.

‘Anne, you are an idiot,” said Dick, crossly,
when his aunt had gone out of the room. ‘You
know quite well what grown—ups think as soon as
we yawn. I did want to go down on the beach for a
while.’

‘I’m so sorry,’ said Anne. ‘Somehow I couldn’t
help it. And anyway, you’ré yawning now, Dick —
and Julian tool’
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So they were. They were as sleepy as could be
with their long drive. Secretly all of them longed to
cuddle down into bed and shut their eyes.

‘I wonder where Georgina is,’ said Anne, when
she said good—night to the boys, and went to her
own room. ‘Isn’t she queer — not waiting to wel-
come us — and not coming in to supper — and not
even in yet! After all, she’s sleeping in my room —
goodness knows what time she’ll be in!’

All the three children were fast asleep before
Georgina came up to bed! They didn’t hear her open
Anne’s door. They didn’t hear her get undressed
and clean her teeth. They didn’t hear the creak of
her bed as she got into it. They were so tired that
they heard nothing at all until the sun awoke them
in the morning.

When Anne awoke she couldn’t at first think
where she was. She lay in her little bed and looked
up at the slanting ceiling, and at the red roses that
nodded at the open window — and suddenly re-
membered all in a rush where she was! ‘I'm at Kir-
rin Bay — and it’s the holidays!’ she said to her-
self, and screwed up her legs with joy.

Then she looked across at the other bed. In it
lay the figure of another child, curled up under the
bed—clothes. Anne could just see the top of a curly
head, and that was all. When the figure stirred a
little, Anne spoke.

‘I say! Are you Georgina?’

The child in the opposite bed sat up and looked
across at Anne. She had very short curly hair, al-
most as short as a boy’s. Her face was burnt a
dark —brown with the sun, and her very blue eyes
looked as bright as forget—me—nots in her face.
But her mouth was rather sulky, and she had a
frown like her father’s.
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‘No,’ she said. ‘I’m not Georgina.’

‘Ohl’ said Anne, in surprise. ‘Then who are
you?’

‘I’'m George,’ said the girl. ‘I shall only answer
if you call me George. I hate being a girl. I won’t
be. I don’t like doing the things that girls do. I like
doing the things that boys do. I can climb better
than any boy, and swim faster too. I can sail a boat
as well as any fisher—boy on this coast. You’re to
call me George. Then I'll speak to you. But I shan’t
if you don’t.’

‘Ohl’ said Anne, thinking that her new cousin
was most extraordinary. ‘All right! I don’t care
what I call you. George is a nice name, I think. I
ggn’t much like Georgina. Anyway,you look like a

y.’

‘Do I really?’ said George, the frown leaving
her face for a moment. ‘Mother was awfully cross
with me when I cut my hair short. I had hair all
round my neck; it was awful.’

The two girls stared at one another for a mo-
ment. ‘Don’t you simply hate being a girl?’ asked
George.

‘No, of course not,” said Anne. ‘You see — I do
like pretty frocks — and I love my dolls — and you
can’t do that if you’'re a boy.’

‘Pooh! Fancy bothering about pretty frocks,’
said George, in a scornful voice. ‘And dolls! Well,
you are a baby, that’s all I can say.’

Anne felt offended. ‘You’re not very polite,’ she
said. ‘You won’t find that my brothers take much
notice of you if you act as if you knew everything.
They’re real boys, not pretend boys, like you.’

‘Well, if they’re going to be nasty to me I
shan’t take any notice of them,’ said George, jump-
ing out of bed. ¢ I didn’t want any of you to come,
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anyway. Interfering with my life herel I'm quite
happy on my own. Now I've got to put up with a
gilly girl who likes frocks and dolls, and two stupid
boy—cousins!’

Anne felt that they had made a very bad begin-
ning. She said no more, but got dressed herself too.
She put on her grey jeans and a red jersey. George
put on jeans too, and a boy’s jersey. Just as they
were ready the boys hammered on their door.

‘Aren’t you ready? Is Georg'ma there? Cousin
Georgina, come out and see us.’

George flung open the door and marched out
with her head high. She took no notice of the two
surprised boys at all. She stalked downstairs. The
other three children looked at one another.

‘She won’t answer if you call her Georgina,’ ex-
plained Anne. ‘She’s awfully queer, I think. She
says she didn’t want us to come because we’ll inter-
fere with her. She laughed at me, and was rather
rude.’

Julian put his arm round Anne, who looked a
bit doleful. ‘Cheer up!’ he said. ‘You’'ve got us to
stick up for you. Come on down to breakfast.’

They were all hungry. The smell of bacon and
eggs was very good. They ran down the stairs and
said good—morning to their aunt. She was just
bringing the breakfast to the table. Their uncle was
sitting at the head,reading his paper. He nodded at
the children. They sat down without a word, won-
dering if they were allowed to speak at meals. They
always were at home, but their Uncle Quentin
looked rather fierce.

George was there, buttering a piece of toast. She
scowled at the three children.

‘Don’t look like that. George,’ said her mother.
‘I hope you’ve made friends already. It will be fun
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for you to play together. You must take your cou-
sins to see the bay this morning and show them the
best places to bathe.’

‘I’m going fishing,’ said George.

Her father looked up at once.

‘You are not,’ he said. ‘You are going to show a
few good manners for a change, and take your cou-
gins to the bay. Do you hear me?’

‘Yes,’ said George, with a scowl exactly like her
father’s.

‘Oh, we can go to the bay by ourselves all right,
if George is going ﬁshmg, said Anne, at once,
thmkmg that it would be nice not to have George if
she was in a bad temper.

‘George will do exactly as she’s told,’ said her
father. ‘If she doesn’t, I shall deal with her.’

So, after breakfast, four children got ready to
go down to the beach. An easy path led down to the
bay, and they ran down happily. Even George lost
her frown as she felt the warmth of the sun and
saw the dancing sparkles on the blue sea.

‘You go fishing if you want to,’ said Anne when
they were down on the beach. ‘We won’'t tell tales
of you. We don’t want to interfere with you, you
know. We’ve got ourselves for company, and if you
don’t want to be with us, you needn’t.’

‘But we’ad like you,all the same, if you’d like to
be with us,’ said Julian, generously. He thought
George was rude and ill—mannered, but he
couldn’t help rather liking the look of the
straight—backed, short—haired little girl, with her
brilliant blue eyes and sulky mouth.

George stared at him. ‘I’ll see,” she said. ‘I
don’t make friends with people just because they’re
my cousins, or something silly like that. I only
make friends with people if I like them.’
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‘So do we,’ said Julian. ‘We may not like you, of
course.’

* ‘Oh!’ said George, as if that thought hadn’t oc-
curred to her. ‘Well — you may not, of course.
Lots of people don’t like me, new I come to think of
it.’

Anne was staring out over the blue bay. At the
entrance to it lay a curious rocky island with what
looked like an old ruined castle on the top of it.

‘Isn’t that a funny place?’ she said. ‘I wonder
what it’s called.’

‘It’s called Kirrin Island,’ said George, her eyes
as blue as the sea as she turned to look at it. ‘It’s a
lovely place to go to. If I like you, I may take you
there some day. But I don’t promise. The only way
to get there is by boat.’

‘Who does the funny island belong to?’ asked
Julian.

George made a most surprising answer. ‘It be-
longs to me,’ she said. ‘At least, it will belong to me
— some day! It will be my very own island — and
my very own castlel’



CHAPTER THREE
A Queer Story — And a New Friend

The three children stared at George in the grea-
test surprise.

George stared back at them.

‘What do you mean?’ said Dick, at last. ‘Kirrin
Island can’t belong to you. You're just boasting.’

‘No, I'm not,’ said George. ‘You ask Mother. If
you’'re not going to believe what I say I won’t tell
you another word more. But I don’t tell untruths. I
think it’s being a coward if you don’t tell the truth
— and I'm not a coward.’

Julian remembered that Aunt Fanny had said
that George was absolutely truthful, and he
scratched his head and looked at George again.
How could she be possibly telling the truth?

‘Well, of course we'll believe you if you tell us
the truth,’ he said. ‘But it does sound a bit extra-
ordinary, you know. Really it does. Children don’t
u:ually own islands, even funny little ones like
that.’

‘It isn’t a funny little island,” said George,
fiercely. ‘It’s lovely. There are rabbits there, as
tame as can be — and the big cormorants sit on the
other side — and all kinds of gulls go there. The
castle is wonderful too, even if it is all in ruins.’

‘It sounds fine,’ said Dick. ‘How does it belong
to you, Georgina?’

George glared at him and didn’t answer.

‘Sorry,’ said Dick, hastily. ‘I didn’t mean to call
you Georgina. I meant to call you George.’
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‘Go on, George — tell us how the island belongs
to you,’ said Julian, slipping his arm through his
sulky little cousin’s.

She pulled away from him at once.

‘Don’t do that,’ she said. ‘I’'m not sure that I
want to make friends with you yet.’

‘All right, all right,” said Julian, losing pa-
tience. ‘Be enemies or anything you like. We don’t
care. But we like your mother awfully, and we
don’t want her to think we won’t make friends
with you.’

‘Do you like my mother?’ said George, her bright
blue eyes softening a little. ‘Yes — she’s a dear,
isn’t she? Well — all right — I'll tell you how Kir-
rin Castle belongs to me. Come and sit down here in
this corner where nobody can hear us.’

They all sat down in a sandy corner of the
beach. George looked across at the little island in
the bay.

’It’s like this,’ she said. ‘Years ago my mother’s
people owned nearly all the land around here. Then
they got poor, and had to sell most of it. But they
could never sell that little island, because nobody
thought it worth anything, especially as the castle
has been ruined for years.’

‘Fancy nobody wanting to buy a dear little is-
land like that!’ said Dick. ‘I'd buy it at once if I
had the money.’

‘All that’s left of what Mother’s family owned
is our own house, Kirrin Cottage, and a farm a
little way off — and Kirrin Island,’ said George.
‘Mother says when I'm grown—up it will be mine.
She says she doesn’t want it now, either, so she’s
sort of given it to me. It belongs to me. It’'s my own
private island, and I don’t let anyone go there un-
less they get my permission.’
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The three children stared at her. They believed
every word George said, for it was quite plain that
the girl was speaking the truth. Fancy having an
island of your very ownl They thought she was
very lucky indeed.

‘Oh Georgina — I mean George!’ said Dick. ‘I do
think you’re lucky. It looks such a nice island. I
hope you’ll be friends with us and take us there
one day soon. You simply can’t imagine how we’d
love it.’

‘Well — I might,’” said George, pleased at the
interest she had caused. ‘I'll see. I never have
taken anyone there yet, though some of the boys
and girls round here have begged me to. But I
don’t like them, so I haven't.’

There was a little silence as the four children
looked out over the bay to where the island lay in
the distance. The tide was going out. It almost
looked as if they could wade over to the island.
Dick asked if it was possible.

‘No,” said George. ‘ I told you — it’s only
possible to get to it by boat. It's farther out than it
looks — and the water is very, very deep. There are
rocks all about too — you have to know exactly
where to row a boat, or you bump into them. It’s a
dangerous bit of coast here. There are a lot of
wrecks about.’

‘Wrecks!’ cried Julian, his eyes shining, ¢ I say!
I've never seen an old wreck. Are there any to see?’

‘Not now,” said George. ‘They’ve all been
cleared up. Except one, and that’s the other side of
the island. It’s deep down in the water. You can
just see the broken mast if you row over it on a
calm day and look down into the water. That wreck
really belongs to me too.’
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This time the children really could hardly be-
lieve George. But she nodded her head firmly.

‘Yes,” she said, ‘it was a ship belonging to one
of my great—great—great—grandfathers, or
someone like that. He was bringing gold — big bars
of gold — back in his ship — and it got wrecked off
Kirrin Island.’

‘Oooh — what happened to the gold?’ asked
Anne, her eyes round and big.

‘Nobody knows,” said George. ‘I expect it
was stolen out of the ship. Divers have been
down to see, of course, but they couldn’t find
any gold.’

‘Golly — this does sound exciting,’ said Julian.
‘I wish I could see the wreck.’

‘Well — we might perhaps go this afternoon
when the tide is right down,’ said George. ‘The
water is so calm and clear today. We could see a bit
of it.’

‘Oh, how wonderful! said Anne. ‘I do so want to
see a real live wreck!’

The others laughed. ‘Well, it won’t be very
alive,’” said Dick. ¢ I say, George — what about a
bathe?’

‘I must go and get Timothy first,” said George.
She got up.

‘Who’s Timothy?’ said Dick.

‘Can you keep a secret?’ asked George. ‘Nobody
must know at home.’

‘Well, go on, what’s the secret?’ asked Julian.
‘You can tell us. We're not sneaks.’

‘Timothy is my very greatest friend,” said
George. ‘I couldn’t do without him.But Mother and
Father don’t like him, so I have to keep him in se-
cret. I'll go and fetch him.’
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She ran off up the cliff path. The others
watched her go. They thought she was the queerest
girl they had ever known.

‘Who in the world can Timothy be?’ wondered
Julian. ‘Some fisher—boy, I suppose, that George’s
parents don’t approve of.’

The children lay back in the soft sand and
waited. Soon they heard George’s clear voice com-
ing down from the clif behind them.

‘Come on, Timothy! Come onl!’

They sat up and looked to see what Timothy was
like. They saw no fisher—boy — but instead a big
brown mongrel dog with an absurdly long tail and
a big wide mouth that really seemed to grin! He
was bounding all round George, mad with delight.
She came running down to them.

‘This is Timothy,’ she said. ‘ Don’t you think
he is simply perfect?’

As a dog, Timothy was far from perfect. He was
the wrong shape, his head was too big, his ears
were too pricked, his tail was too long and it ‘was
quite impossible to say what kind of a dog he was
supposed to be. But he was such a mad, friendly,
clumsy, laughable creature that every one of the
children adored him at once.

‘Oh, you darling!’ said Anne, and got a lick on
the nose.

‘I say — isn’t he grand!’ said Dick, and gave Ti-
mothy a friendly smack that made the dog bound
madly all round him.

‘I wish I had a dog like this,’ said Julian, who
really loved dogs, and had always wanted one of
his own. ‘Oh, George — he’s fine. Aren’t you
proud of him?’

The little girl smiled, and her face alfered at
once, and became sunny and pretty. She sat down
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on the sand and her dog cuddled up to her, licking
her wherever he could find a bare piece of skin.

‘I love him awfully,’ she said. ‘I found him out
on the moors when he was just a pup, a year ago,
and I took him home. At first Mother liked him,
but when he grew bigger he got terribly naughty.’

‘What did he do?’ asked Anne.

‘Well, he’s an awfully chewy kind of dog,’ said
George. ‘He chewed up everything he could — a
new rug Mother had bought — her nicest hat —
Father’s slippers — some of his papers, and things
like that. And he barked too. I liked his bark, but
Father didn’t. He said it nearly drove him mad. He
hit Timothy and that made me angry, so I was aw-
fully rude to him.’

‘Did you get spanked?’ said Anne. ‘I wouldn't
like to be rude to your father. He looks fierce.’

George looked out over the bay. Her face had
gone sulky again. ‘Well, it doesn’t matter what pun-
ishment I got,’ she said, ‘but the worst part of all
was when Father said I couldn’t keep Timothy any
more, and Mother backed Father up and said Tim
must go. I cried for days — and I never do cry, you
know, because boys don’t and I like to be like a boy.’

‘Boys do cry sometimes,” began Anne, looking
at Dick, who had been a bit of a cry—baby three er
four years back. Dick gave her a sharp nudge, and
she said no more.

George looked at Anne.

‘Boys don’t cry,” she said, obstinately. ‘Any-
way, I’ve never seen one, and I always try not to
cry myself. It’s so babyish. But I just couldn’t help
it when Timothy had to go. He cried too.’

The children looked with great respect at Ti-
mothy. They had not known before that a dog could
cry.
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‘Do you mean — he cried real tears?’ asked
Anne.

‘No, not quite,’ said George. ‘He’s too brave for
that. He cried with his voice — howled and howled
and looked so miserable that hé nearly broke my
heart. And then I knew I couldn’t possibly part
with him.’

‘What happened then?’ asked Julian.

‘I went to Alf, a fisher—boy I know,’ said
George, ‘and I asked him if he’d keep Tim for me,
if I paid him all the pocket—money I get. He said
he would, and so he does. That’s why I never have
any money to spend — it all has to go on Tim. He
seems to eat an awful lot — don’t you, Tim?’

‘Woof!’ said Tim, and rolled over on his back,
all his shaggy legs in the air. Julian tickled him.

‘How do you manage when you want any sweets
or ice—creams?’ said Anne, who spent most of her
pocket—money on things of that sort.

‘I don’t manage,’ said George. ‘I go without, of
course.’

This sounded awful to'the other children. who
loved ice—creams, chocolates and sweets, and had
a good many of them. They stared at George.

‘Well — I suppose the other children who play
on the beach share their sweets and ices with you
sometimes, don’t they? ¢ asked Julian.

‘I don’t let them,’ said George. ‘If I can never
give them any myself it’s not fair to take them. So
I say no.’

The tinkle of an ice—cream man’s bell was
heard in the distance. Julian felt in his pocket. He
jumped up and rushed off, jingling his money. In
a few moments he was back again, carrying four
fat chocolate ice—cream bars. He gave one to Dick,
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and one to Anne and then held out one to George.
She looked at it longingly, but shook her head.

‘No, thanks,’ she said. ‘You know what I just
said. I haven’t any money to buy them, so I can’t
share mine with you, and I can’t take any from
you. It’s mean to take from people if you can’t give
even a little back.’

‘You can take from us,’ said Julian, trying to
put the ice into George’s brown hand. ‘We’re your
cousins.’

‘No, thanks,’ said George again. ‘Though I do
think it’s nice of you.’

She looked at Julian out of her blue eyes and
the boy frowned as he tried to think of a way to
make the obstinate little girl take the ice. Then he
smiled.

‘Listen,” he said, ‘you’ve got something we
badly want to share — in fact you’ve got a lot of
things we’d like to share, if only you'd let us. You
share those with us, and let us share things like
ices with you. See?’

‘What things have I got that you want to
share?’ asked George, in surprise.

‘You’ve got a dog,’ said Julian, patting the big
brown mongrel. ‘We’d love to share him with you,
he’s such a darling. And you’ve got a lovely island.
We'd be simply thrilled if you’d share it some-
times. And you’ve got a wreck. We’d like to look at
it and share it too. Ices and sweets aren’t so good
as those things — but it would be nice to make a
bargain and share with each other.’

George looked at the brown eyes that gazed
steadily into hers. She couldn’t help liking Julian.
It wasn’t her nature to share anything. She had al-
ways been an only child, a lonely, rather misunder-
stood little girl, fierce and hot—tempered. She had
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never had any friends of her own. Timothy looked
up at Julian and saw that he was offering some-
thing nice and chocolatey to George. He jumped up
and licked the boy with his friendly tongue.

‘There you are, you see — Tim wants to be
shared,” said Julian, with a laugh. ‘It would be
nice for him to have three new friends.’

‘Yes — it would,’ said George, giving in sud-
denly, and taking the chocolate bar. ‘Thank you,
Julian. I will share with you. But promise you’ll
never tell anyone at home that I’m still keeping Ti-
mothy?’

‘Of course we’ll promise,” said Julian. ‘But I
can’t imagine that your father or mother would
mind, so long as Tim doesn’t live in their house.
How’s the ice? Is it nice?’

‘Oooch — the loveliest one I've ever tasted!’
said George nibbling at it. ‘It’s so cold. I haven’t
had one this year. It’s simply delicious!’

Timothy tried to nibble it too. George gave him
a few crumbs at the end. Then she turned and
smiled at the three children.

‘You’re nice,” she said. ‘I’'m glad you’ve come
after all. Let’s take a boat out this afternoon and
row round the island to have a look at the wreck,
shall we?’

‘Rather!’ said all three at once — and even Ti-
mothy wagged his tail as if he understood!



CHAPTER FOUR
An Exciting Afternoon

They all had a bathe that morning, and the boys
found that George was a much better swimmer
than they were. She was very strong and very fast,
and she could swim under water, too, holding her
breath for ages. '

‘You're jolly good,’ said Julian, admiringly.
‘It’s a pity Anne isn’t a bit better. Anne,
you’ll have to practise your swimming strokes
hard, or you’ll never be able to swim out as
far as we do.’

They were all very hungry at lunch time. They
went back up the cliff —path, hoping there would
be lots to eat — and there was! Cold meat and
salad, plum—pie and custard, and cheese after-
wards. How the children tucked in!

‘What are you going to do this afternoon?’
asked George’s mother.

‘George is going to take us out in a boat to see
the wreck on the other side of the island,’” said
Anne. Her aunt looked most surprised.

‘George is going to take you!’ she said. * Why
George — what’s come over you? You’ve never
taken a single person before, though I've asked you
to dozens of times!’

George said nothing, but went on eating her
plum—pie. She hadn’t said a word all through the
meal. Her father had not appeared at the table,
much to the children’s relief.
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‘Well, George, I must say I'm pleased that
you want to try and do what your father said,’
began her mother again. But George shook her
head.

‘I’'m not doing it because I've got to,” she said.
‘I'm doing it because I want to. I wouldn’t have
taken anyone to see my wreck, not even the Queen
of England, if I didn’t like them.’

Her mother laughed. ‘Well, it’s good news that
you like your cousins,’ she said. ‘I hope they like
you!’

‘Oh yes!’ said Anne, eagerly, anxious to stick up
for her strange cousin. ‘We do like George — and
we like Ti...’

She was just about to say that they liked Ti-
mothy too, when she got such a kick on her ankle
that she cried out in pain and the tears came into
her eyes. George glared at her.

‘George? Why did you kick Anne like that when
she was saying nice things about you?’ cried her
mother. ‘Leave the table at once. I won’t have such
behaviour.’

‘George left the table without a. word. She
went out into the garden. She had just taken
a piece of bread and cut herself some cheese.
It was all left on her plate. The other three
stared at it in distress. Anne was upset. How
could she have been so silly as to forget she
mustn’t mention Tim?

‘Oh, please call George back!’ she said. ‘She
didn’t mean to kick me. It was an accident.’

But her aunt was very angty with George. ‘Fin-
ish your meal,” she said to the others. ‘I expect
George will go into the sulks now. Dear, dear, she
is such a difficult child!’
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The others didn’t mind about George going into
the sulks. What they did mind was that George
might refuse to take them to see the wreck now!

They finished the meal in silence. Their aunt
went to see if Uncle Quentin wanted any more pie.
He was having his meal in the study by himself.
As soon as she had gone out of the room, Anne
picked up the bread and cheese from George’s plate
and went out into the garden.

The boys didn’t scold her. They knew that
Anne’s tongue very often ran away with her — but
she always tried to make up for it afterwards. They
thought it was very brave of her to go and find
George.

George was lying on her back under a big tree in
the garden. Anne went up to her. ‘I'm sorry I
nearly made a mistake, George,’ she said. ‘Here’s
your bread and cheese. I've brought it for you. I
promise I'll never forget not to mention Tim
again.’

George sat up. ‘I've a good mind not to take you
to see the wreck,’ she said. ‘Stupid baby!’

Anne’s heart sank. This was what she had
feared. ‘Well,’ she said, ‘you needn’t take me, of
course. But you might take the boys, George. After
all, they didn’t do anything silly. And anyway, you
gave me an awful kick. Look at the bruise.’

George looked at it. Then she looked at Anne.
‘But wouldn’t you be miserable if I took Julian and
Dick without you?’ she asked.

‘Of course,’ said Anne. ‘But I don’t want to
make them miss a treat, even if I have to.’

Then George did a surprising thing for her. She
gave Anne a hug! Then she immediately looked
most ashamed of herself, for she felt sure that no
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boy would have done that! And she always tried to
act like a boy.

‘It’s all right,” she said, gruffly, taking the
bread and cheese. ‘You were nearly very silly —
and I gave you a kick — so it’s all square. Of
course you can come this afternoon.’

Anne sped back to tell the boys that everything
was all right — and in fifteen minutes’ time four
children ran down to the beach. By a boat was a
brown—faced fisher—boy, about fourteen years
old. He had Timothy with him.

‘Boat’s all ready, Master George,’ he said with a
grin. ‘And Tim’s ready, too.’

‘Thanks,’ said George, and told the others to get
in. Timothy jumped in, too, his big tail wagging
nineteen to the dozen. George pushed the boat off
into the surf and then jumped in herself. She took
the oars.

She rowed splendidly, and the boat shot along
over the blue bay. It was a wonderful afternoon,
and the children loved the movement of the boat
over the water. Timothy stood at the prow and
barked whenever a wave reared its head.

‘He’s funny on a wild day,’ said George, pulling
hard. ‘He barks madly at the big waves, and gets
so angry if they splash him. He’s an awfully good
swimmer.’

‘Isn’t it nice to have a dog with us?’ said Anne,
anxious to make up for her mistake. ‘I do so like
him.’

‘Woof,” said Timothy, in his deep voice and
turned round to lick Anne’s ear.

‘I’'m sure he knew what I said,” said Anne in
delight.

‘Of course he did,” said George. ‘He under-
stands every single word.’ .
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‘I say — we're getting near to your island now,’
said Julian, in excitement. ‘It’s bigger than I
thought. And isn’t the castle exciting?’

They drew near to the island, and the children
saw that there were sharp rocks all round about it.
Unless anyone knew exactly the way to take, no
boat or ship could possibly land on the shore of the
rocky little island. In the very middle of it, on a
low hill, rose the ruined castle. It had been built of
big white stones. Broken archways, tumbledown to-
wers, ruined walls — that was all that was left of a
once beautiful castle, proud and strong. Now the
jackdaws nested in it and the gulls sat on the top-
most stones.

‘Tt looks awfully mysterious,’ said Julian. ‘How
I'd love to land there and have a look at the castle.
Wouldn’t it be fun to spend a night or two herel’

George stopped rowing. Her face lighted up. ‘I
say!’ she said, in delight. ‘Do you know, I never
thought how lovely that would be! To spend a night
on my island! To be there all alone, the four of us.
To get our own meals, and pretend we really lived
there. Wouldn’t it be grand?’ ,

‘Yes, rather,” said Dick, looking longingly at
the island. ‘Do you think — do you suppose your
mother would let us?’

‘I don’t know,’ said George. ‘She might. You
could ask her.’

‘Can’t we land there this afternoon?’ asked
Julian.

‘No, not if you want to see the wreck,’ said
George. ‘We’ve got to get back for tea today, and it
will take all the time to row round to the other side
of Kirrin Island and back.’

‘Well — I'd like to see the wreck,’ said Julian,
torn between the island and the wreck. ‘Here, let
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me take the oars for a bit, George. You can’t do all
the rowing.’

‘I can,’ said George. ‘But I'd quite enjoy lying
back in the boat for a change!l Look — I'll just take
you by this rocky bit — and then you can take the
oars till we come to another awkward piece. Hon-
esti}y, the rocks around this bay are simply dread-
full’ .

George and Julian changed places in the boat.
Julian rowed well, but not so strongly as George.
The boat sped along rocking smoothly. They went
right round the island, and saw the castle from the
other side. It looked more ruined on the side that
faced the sea.

‘The strong winds come from the open sea,’ ex-
plained George. ‘There’s not really much left of it
this side, except piles of stones. But there’s a good
little harbour in a little cove, for those who know
how to find it.’

George took the oars after a while , and
rowed steadily out a little beyond the island.
Then she stopped and looked back towards the
shore.

‘How do you know when you are over the
wreck?’ asked Julian, puzzled. ‘I should never
know!’

‘Well, do you see that church tower on the
mainland?’ asked George. ‘And do you see the
tip of that hill over there? Well, when you get
them exactly in line with one another, between
the two towers of the castle on the island, you
are pretty well over the wreck! I found that
out ages ago.’

The children saw that the tip of the far—off
hill and the church tower were practically in line,
when they looked at them between the two old to--
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wers of the island castle. They looked eagerly down
into the sea to see if they could spy the wreck.

The water was perfectly clear and smooth. There
was hardly a wrinkle. Timothy looked down into it
too, his head on one side, his ears cocked, just as if
he knew what he was ldoking forl The children
laughed at him.

‘We're not exactly over it,’ said George, looking
down too. ‘The water’s so clear today that we
should be able to see quite a long way down. Wait,
I’ll row a bit to the left.’

‘Woof!’ said Timothy, suddenly, and wagged his
tail — and at the same moment the three children
saw something deep down in the water!

‘It’s the wreck!’ said Julian, almost falling out
of the boat in his excitement. ‘I can see a bit of
broken mast. Look, Dick, look!’

All four children and the dog, too, gazed down
earnestly into the clear water. After a little while
they could make out the outlines of a dark hulk,
out of which the broken mast stood.

‘It’s a bit on one side,’ said Julian. ‘Poor old
ship. How it must hate lying there, gradually fall-
ing to pieces. George, I wish I could dive down and
get a closer look at it.’

‘Well, why don’t you?’ said George. ‘You've got
your swimming trunks on. I've often dived down.
I’'ll come with you, if you like, if Dick can keep the
boat round about here. There’s a current that is
trying to take it out to sea. Dick, you’ll have to
keep working a bit with this oar to keep the boat in
one spot.’

The girl stripped off her jeans and iersey and
Julian did the same. They both had on bathing cos-
tumes underneath. George took a beautiful header
off the end of the boat, deep down into the water.
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The others watched her swimming strongly down-
wards, holding her breath.

After a bit she came up, almost bursting for
breath. ‘Well, I went almoset down to the wreck,’ she
said. ‘It’s just the same as it always is — seaweedy
and covered with limpets and things. I wish I could
get right into the ship itself. But I never have
enough breath for that. You go down now, Julian.’

So down Julian went — but he was not so good
at swimming deep under water as George was, and
he couldn’t go down so far. He knew how to open
his e yes under water, so he was able to take a good
look at the deck of the wreck. It looked very for-
lorn and strange. Julian didn’t really like it very
much. It gave him rather a sad sort of feeling. He
was glad to go to the top of the water again, and
take deep breaths of air, and feel the warm sun-
shine on his shoulders.

He climbed into the boat, ‘Most exciting,” he
said. ‘Golly, wouldn’t I just love to see that wreck
properly — you know — go down under the deck
into the cabins and look around. And oh, suppose
we could really find the boxes of gold!’

‘That’s imposesible,” said George. ‘I told you
proper divers have already gone down and found
nothing. What’s the time? I say, we’ll be late if we
don’t hurry back now!’

They did hurry back, and managed to be only
about five minutes late for tea. Afterwards they
went for a walk over the moors, with Timothy at
their heels, and by the time that bedtime came they
were all so sleepy that they could hardly keep their
eyes open.

‘Well, good—night, George,” said Anne,
snuggling down into her bed. ‘We’ve had a lovely
day — thanks to you!’

190



‘And I've had a lovely day, too,” said George,
rather gruffly. ‘Thanks to you. I'm glad you all
came. We're going to have fun And won’t you love
my castle and my little island!’

‘Ooh,yes,’” said Anne, and fell asleep to dream
of wrecks and castles and islands by the hundred.
Oh, when would George take them to her little is-
land?



CHAPTER FIVE
A Visit to the Island

The children’s aunt arranged a picnic for them
the next day, and they all went off to a little cove
not far off where they could bathe and paddle to
their hearts’ content. They had a wonderful day,
but secretly Julian, Dick and Anne wished they
could have visited George’s island. They would
rather have done that than anything!

George didn’t want to go for the picnic, not be-
cause she disliked picnics, but because she couldn’t
take her dog. Her mother went with the children,
and George had to pass a whole day without her
beloved Timothy.

‘Bad luck!’ said Julian, who guessed what
she was brooding about. ‘I can’t think why
you don’t tell your mother about old Tim. I'm
sure she wouldn’t mind you letting someone
else keep him for you. I know my mother
wouldn’t mind.’

‘I’'m not going to tell anybody but you,’ said
George. ‘I get into awful trouble at home always. 1
dare say it’s my fault, but I get a bit tired of it.
You see, Daddy doesn’t make much money with the
learned books he writes, and he’s always wanting
to give mother and me things he can’t afford. So
that makes him bad—tempered. He wants to send
me away to a good school but he hasn’t got the
money. I'm glad. I don’t want to go away to school.
I like being here. I couldn’t bear to part w1th Ti-
mothy.’
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‘You’d like boarding school,’ said Anne. ‘We all
go. It’s fun.’

‘No, it isn’t,” said George obstinately. ‘It must
be awful to be one of a crowd, and to have other
girls all laughing and yelling round you. I should
hate it.’;

‘No, you wouldn’t,” said Anne. ‘All that is great
fun. It would be good for you, George, I should
think.’

‘If you start telling me what is good for me, I
shall hate you’, said George, suddenly looking very
fierce. ‘Mother and father are always saying that
things are good for me — and they are always the
things I don’t like.’

‘All right, all right,” said Julian, beginning to
laugh. ‘My goodness, how you do go up in smokel!
Honestly, I believe anyone could light a cigarette
from the sparks that fly from your eyes!’

That made George laugh, though she didn’t
want to. It was really impossible to sulk with
good—tempered Julian.

They went off to bathe in the sea for the fifth
time that day. Soon they were all splashing about
happily,and George found time to help Anne to
swim. The little girl hadn’t got the right stroke,
and George felt really proud when she had taught
her.

‘Oh, thanks,’ said Anne, struggling along. ‘I’ll
never be as good as you — but I'd like to be as good
as the boys.’

As they were going home, George spoke to
Julian. ‘Could you say that you want to go and buy
a stamp or something?’ she said. ‘Then I could go
with you, and just have a peep at old Tim. He’ll be
wondering why I haven’t taken him out today.’
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‘Right!’ said Julian. ‘I don’t want stamps, but I
could do with an ice. Dick and Anne can go home
with your mother and carry the things. I’ll just go
and tell Aunt Fanny.’

He ran up to his aunt. ‘Do you mind if I go and
buy some ice—creams?’ he asked. ‘We haven’t had
om; today. I won’t be long. Can George go with
me?’

‘I don’t expect she will want to,” said his aunt.
‘But you can ask her.’

‘George, come with mel’ yelled Julian, setting
off to the little village at a great pace. George gave
a sudden grin and ran after him. She soon caught
him up and smiled gratefully at him.

‘Thanks,’ she said. ‘You go and get the ice—
creams,and I’'llhave a look at Tim.’

They parted, Julian bought four ice—creams,
and turned to go home. He waited about for
George, who came running up after a few minutes.
Her face was glowing.

‘He’s all right,” she said. ‘And you can’t im-
agine how pleased he was to see me! He nearly
jumped over my head! I say — another ice—cream
for me. You really are a sport, Julian. I'll have to
share something with you quickly. What about
going to my island tomorrow?’

‘Golly!” said Julian, his eyes shining. ‘That
would be marvellous. Will you really take us to-
morrow? Come on, let’s tell the others!’

The four children sat in the garden eating their
ices. Julian told them what George had said. They
all felt excited. George was pleased. She had always
felt quite important before when she had haughtily
refused to take any of the other children to see
Kirrin Island — but it felt much nicer somehow to
have consented to row her cousins there.
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‘T used to think it was much, much nicer always
to do things on my own,” she thought, as she
sucked the last bits of her ice. ‘But it’s going to be
fun doing things with Julian and the others.’

The children were sent to wash themselves and
to get tidy before supper. They talked eagerly about
the visit to the island next day. Their aunt heard
them and smiled.

‘Well, I really must say I’'m pleased that George
is going to share something with you,’ she said.
‘Would you like to take your dinner there, and
spend the day? It’s hardly worth while rowing all
the way there and landing unless you are going to
spend some hours there.’

‘Oh, Aunt Funny! It would be marvellous to
take our dinner!’ cried Anne.

George looked up. ‘Are you coming too,
Mother?’ she asked.

‘You don’t sound at all as if you want me to,’
said her mother, in a hurt tone. ‘You looked cross
yesterday, too, when you found I was coming. No
— I shan’t come tomorrow — but I’m sure your
cousins must think you are a queer girl never to
want your mother to go with you.’

George said nothing. She hardly ever did say a
word when she was scolded. The other children said
nothing too. They knew perfectly well that it
wasn’t that George didn’t want her mother to go —
it was just that she wanted Timothy with her!

‘Anyway, I couldn’t come,” went on Aunt
Fanny. ‘I’ve some gardening to do. You’'ll be quite
safe with George. She can handle a boat like a
man.’

The three children looked eagerly at the weather
the next day when they got up. The sun was shin-
ing, and everything seemed splendid.
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‘Isn’t it a marvellous day?’ said Anne to
George, as they dressed. ‘I’m so looking forward to
going to the island.’

‘Well, honestly, I think really we oughtn’t to
go,’ said George, unexpectedly.

‘Oh, but why?’ cried Anne, in dismay.

‘I think there’s going to be a storm or some-
thing,’ said George, looking out to the south—
west -

‘But, George, why do you say that?’ said Anne,
impatiently. ‘Look at the sun — and there’s hardly
a cloud in the sky!’

‘The wind is wrong,’ said George. ‘And can’t
you see the little white tops to the waves out there
by my island? That’s always a bad sign.’

~ ‘Oh George — it will be the biggest disappoint-

ment of our lives if we don’t go today,’ said Anne,
who couldn’t bear any disappointment, big or
small. ‘And besides,” she added, artfully, ‘if we
hang about the house, afraid of a storm, we shan’t
be able to have dear old Tim with us.’

‘Yes, that’s true,” said George. ‘All right —
we’ll go. But mind — if a storm does come, you're
not to be a baby. You’re to try and enjoy it and not
be frightened.’

‘Well, I don’t much like storms,’ began Anne,
but stopped when she saw George’s scornful look.
They went down to breakfast, and George asked
her mother if they could take their dinner.as they
had planned.

‘Yes,’ said her mother. ‘You and Anne can help
to make the sandwiches. You boys can go into the
garden and pick some ripe plums to take with you.
Julian, you can go down to the village when you’ve
done that and buy some bottles of lemonade or
ginger—beer, whichever you like.’
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‘Ginger—pop for me, thanks!’ said Julian, and
everyone else said the same. They all felt very
happy. It would be marvellous to visit the queer
little island. George felt happy because she would
be with Tim all day.

They set off at last, the food in twq kit—bags.
The first thing they did was to fetch Tim. He was
tied up in the fisher—boy’s back yard. The boy
himself was there, and grinned at George.

‘Morning, Master George,’ he said. It seemed so
queer to the other children to hear Georgina called
‘Master George’! ‘Tim’s been barking his head off
for you. I guess he knew you were coming for him
today.’

‘Of course he did,” said George, untying him.
He at once went completely mad, and tore round
and round the children, his tail down and his ears
flat.

‘He’d win any race if only he was a greyhound,’
said Julian, admiringly. ‘You can hardly see him
for dust. Tim! Hie, Tim! Come and say ‘Good—
morning’.’

Tim leapt up and licked Julian’s left ear as he
passed on his whirlwind way. Then he sobered
down and ran lovingly by George as they all make
their way to the beach. He licked George’s bare legs
every now and again, and she pulled at his ears
gently.

They got into the boat, and George pushed off.
The fisher—boy waved to them. ‘You won’t be very
long, will you?’ he called. ‘There’s a storm blowing
up. Bad one it’ll be, too.’

‘I know,” shouted back George. ‘But maybe we’ll
get back before it begins. It’s pretty far off yet.’

George rowed all the way to the island. Tim
stood at each end of the boat in turn, barking when
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the waves reared up at him. The children watched
the island coming closer and closer. It looked even
more exciting than it had the other day.

‘George, where are you going to land?’ asked
Julian. ‘I simply can’t imagine how you know yqur
way in and out of these awful rocks. I'm afraid
every moment we’ll bump into them!’

‘I’'m going to land at the little cove I told you
about the other day,’ said George. ‘There’s only bne
way to it, but I know it very well. It’s hidden away
on the east side of the island.’

The girl cleverly worked her boat in and out of
the rocks, and suddenly, as it rounded a low wall of
sharp rocks, the children saw the cove she had
spoken of. It was like a natural little harbour, and
was a smooth inlet of water running up to a stretch
of sand, sheltered between high rocks. The boat slid
into the inlet, and at once stopped rocking, for here
the water was like glass, and had hardly a wrinkle.

‘I say — this is fine!l’ said Julian, his eyes shin-
ing with delight. George lgoked at him and her eyes
shone too, as bright as the sea itself. It was the
first time she had ever taken anyone to her
precious island, and she was enjoying it.

They landed on the smooth yellow sand. ‘We’re
really on the islandl’ said Anne, and she capered
about, Tim joining her and looking as mad as she
did. The others laughed. George pulled the boat
high up on the sand.

‘Why so far up?’ said Julian, helping her. ‘The
tide’s almost in, isn’t it? Surely it won’t come as
high as this.’

‘I told you I thought a storm was coming,’ said
George. ‘If one does, the waves simply tear up this
inlet and we don’t want to lose our boat, do we?’
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‘Let’s explore the island, let’s explore the is-
land!’ yelled Anne, who was now at the top of the
.little natural harbour, climbing up the rocks there.
‘Oh do come on!’

They all followed her. It really was a most excit-
ing place. Rabbits were everywhere! They scuttled
about as the children appeared, but did not go into
their holes.

‘Aren’t they awfully tame?’ said Julian, in sur-
prise.

‘Well,nobody ever comes here but me,’ said
George, ‘and I don’t frighten them. Tim! Tim, if
you go after the rabbits, I'll spank you.’

Tim turned big sorrowful eyes on to George.
He and George agreed about every single thing
except rabbits. To Tim rabbits were made for
one thing — to chasel He never could under-
stand why George wouldn’t let him do this.
But he held himself in and walked solemnly
by the children, his eyes watching the lollop-
ing rabbits longingly.

‘T believe they would almost eat out of my
hand,’ said Julian.

But George shook her head.

‘No, I've tried that with them,’ she said. ‘They
won’t. Look at those baby ones. Aren’t they love-
ly?

‘Woof!’ said Tim, agreeing, and he took a few
steps towards them. George made a warning noise
in her throat, and Tim walked back, his tail down.

‘There’s the castlel’ said Julian. ‘Shall we ex-
plore that now? I do want to.’

‘Yes, we will,” said George. ‘Look — that is
where the entrance used to be — through that big
broken archway.’
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The children gazed at the enormous old arch-
way, now half—broken down. Behind it were
ruinled stone steps leading towards the centre of the
castle.

‘It had strong walls all round it, with two to-
wers,’ said George. ‘One tower is almost gone, as
you can see, but the other is not so bad. The jack-
daws build in that every year. They’ve almost filled
it up with their sticks!’

As they came near to the better tower of the two
the jackdaws circled round them with loud cries of
‘Chack, chack, chack!’ Tim leapt into the air as if
he thought he could get them, but they only called
mockingly to him.

‘This is the centre of the castle,’ said George, as
they entered through a ruined doorway into what
looked like a great yard, whose stone floor was now
overgrown with grass and other weeds. ‘Here is
where the people used to live. You can see where
the rooms were — look, there’s one almost whole
there. Go through that little door and you’ll see it.’

They trooped through a doorway and found
themselves in a dark, stone—walled, stone—roofed
room, with a space at one end where a fire—place
must have been. Two slit—like windows lighted the
room. It felt very queer and mysterious.

‘What a pity it’s all broken down,’ said Julian,
wandering out again. ‘That room seems to be the
only one quite whole. There are some others here
— but all of them seem to have either no roof,or
one or other of the walls gone. That room is the
only liveable one. Was there an upstairs to the
castle, George?’

‘Of course,’ said George. ‘But the steps that led
up are gone. Look! You can see part of an upstairs
room there, by the jackdaw tower. You can’t get up
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to it, though, because I've tried. I nearly broke my
neck trying to get up. The stones crumble away so.’

‘Were there any dungeons?’ asked Dick.

‘I don’t know,’ said George. ‘I expect so. But
nobody could find them now — everywhere is so
overgrown.’

It was indeed overgrown. Big blackberry bushes
grew here and there, and a few gorse bushes forced
their way into gaps and corners. The coarse green
grass sprang everywhere, and pink thrift grew its
cushions in holes and crannies.

‘Well, I think it’s a perfectly lovely place,’ said
Anne. ‘Perfectly and absolutely lovely!’

‘Do you really?’ said George, pleased. ‘I’'m so
glad. Look! We're right on the other side of the is-
land now, facing the sea. Do you see those rocks,
with those queer big birds sitting there?’

The children looked. They saw some rocks stick-
ing up, with great black shining birds sitting on
them in queer positions.

‘They are cormorants,” said George. ‘They’ve
caught plenty of fish for their dinner, and they’re
sitting there digesting it. Hallo — they’re all flying
away.l wonder why!’

She soon knew — for, from the southwest there
suddenly came an ominous rumble.

‘Thunder!’ said George. ‘That’s the storm. It's
coming sooner tnan I thought!’



CHAPTER SIX
What the Storm Did

The four children stared out to sea. They had all
been so interested in exploring the exciting old
castle that not one of them had noticed the sudden
change in the weather.

Another rumble came. It sounded like a big
dog growling in the sky. Tim heard it and
growled back, sounding like a small roll of
thunder himself.

‘My goodness, we're in for it now,’ said George,
half —alarmed. ‘We can’t get back in time, that's
certain. It’s blowing up at top speed. Did ever you
see such a change in the sky?’

The sky had been blue when they started. Now
it was overcast, and the clouds seemed to hang
very low indeed. They scudded along as if someone
was chasing them — and the wind howled round in
such a mournful way that Anne felt quite fright-
ened.

‘It’s beginning to rain,’ said Julian, feeling an
enormous drop spatter on his outstretched hand.
‘We had better shelter, hadn’t we, George? We
shall get wet through.’

‘Yes, we will in a minute,’ said George. ‘I say,
just look at these big waves coming! My word, it re-
ally is going to be a storm. Golly — what a flash of
lightningl’

The waves were certainly beginning to run very
high indeed. It was queer. to see what a change had
come over them. They swelled up, turned over as
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soon as they came to rocks, and then rushed up the
beach of the island with a great roar.

‘I think we’d better pull our boat up higher
still,’” said George suddenly. ‘It’s going to be a very
bad storm indeed. Sometimes these sudden summer
storms are worse than a winter one.’

She and Julian ran to the other side of the is-
land where they had left the boat. It was a good

boat up almost to the top of the low cliff and
George tied it to a stout gorse bush growing there.

By now the rain was simply pelting down, and
George and Julian were soaked. ‘I hope the others
have been sensible enough to shelter in that room
that has a roof and walls,’ said George. '

They were there all right, looking rather cold
and scared. It was very dark there, for the only
light came through the two slits of windows and
the small doorway.

‘Could we light a fire to make things a bit more
cheerful?’ said Julian, looking round. ‘I wonder
where we can find some nice dry sticks?’

Almost as if they were answering the question a
small crowd of jackdaws cried out wildly as they
circled in the storm. ‘Chack, chack, chack!’

‘Of course! .There are plenty of sticks on the
ground below the tower!’ cried Julian. ‘You know
— where the jackdaws nest. They’ve dropped lots
of sticks there.’

He dashed out into the rain and ran to the
::cwker. He picked up an armful of sticks and ran

‘Good,’ said George. ‘We’ll be able to make a
nice fire with those. Anyone got any paper to start
it — or matches?’
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‘I’ve got some matches,’ said Julian. ‘But no-
body’s got paper.’

‘Yes,’ said Anne, suddenly. ‘The sandwiches are
wrapped in paper. Let’s undo them, and then we
can use the paper for the fire.’

‘Good idea,” said George. So they undid the
sandwiches, and put them neatly on a broken
stone, rubbing it clean first. Then they built up a
fire, with the paper underneath and the sticks ar-
ranged criss—cross on top.

It was fun when they lighted the paper. It
flared up and the sticks at once caught fire, for
they were very old and dry. Soon there was a fine
cracking fire going and the little ruined room was
lighted by dancing flames. It was very dark outside
now, for the clouds hung almost low enough to
touch the top of the castle towerl And how they
raced by! The wind sent them off to the northeast,
roaring behind them with a noise like the sea itself.

‘I’ve never, never heard the sea making such an
awful noise,’ said Anne. ‘Never! It really sounds as
if it’s shouting at the top of its voice.’

What with the howling of the wind and the
crashing of the great waves all round the little is-
land, the children could hardly hear themselves
speak! They had to shout at one another.

‘Let’s have our dinner!’ yelled Dick, who was
feeling terribly hungry as usual. ‘We can’t do any-
thing much while this storm lasts.’ _

‘Yes, let’s,’ said Anne, looking longingly at the
ham sandwiches. ‘It will be fun to have a picnic
round the fire in this dark old room. I wonder how
long ago other people had a meal here. I wish I
could see them.’

‘Well, I don’t, said Dick, looking round half—
scared as if he expected to see the old—time people
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walk in to share their picnic. ‘It’s quite a queer
enough day without wanting things like that to
happen.’

They al felt better when they were eating the
sandwiches and drinking the ginger—beer. The fire
flared up as more and more sticks caught, and
gave out quite a pleasant warmth, for now that the
wind had got up so strongly, the day had become
cold.

‘We’ll take it in turn to fetch sticks,” said
George. But Anne didn’t want to go alone. She was
trying her best not to show that she was afraid of
the storm — but it was more than she could do to
go out of the cosy room into the rain and thunder
by herself. ‘

Tim didn’t seem to like the storm either. He sat
close by George, his ears cocked, and growled when-
ever the thunder rumbled. The children fed him
with titbits and he ate them eagerly, for he was
hungry too.

All the children had four biscuits each. ‘I think
I shall give all mine to Tim,’ said George. ‘I didn’t
bring him any of his own biscuits, and he does
seem so hungry.’

‘No, don’t do that ,” said Julian. ‘We’ll each
give him a biscuit — that will be four for him —
and we’ll still have three left each. That will be
plenty for us.’

‘You are really nice,” said George. ‘Tim, don’t
you think they are nice?’

Tim did. He licked everyone and made them
laugh. Then he rolled over on his back and let
Julian tickle him underneath.

The children fed the fire and finished their pic-
nic. When it came to Julian’s turn to get more
sticks, he disappeared out of the room into the
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storm. He stood and looked around, the rain wet-
ting his bare head.

The storm seemed to be right overhead now. The
lightning flashed and the thunder crashed at the
same moment. Julian was not a bit afraid of
storms, but he couldn’t help feeling rather over—
awed at this one. It was so magnificent. The light-
ning tore the sky in half almost every minute, and
the thunder crashed so loudly that it sounded al-
most as if mountains were falling down all around!

The sea’s voice could be heard as soon as the
thunder stopped — and that was magnificent to
hear too. The spray flew so high into the air that it
wetted Julian as he stood in the centre of the
ruined castle.

‘I really must see what the waves are like,’
thought the boy. ‘If the spray flies right over me
here, they must be simply enormous!’

He made his way out of the castle and climbed
up on to part of the ruined wall that had once run
all round the castle. He stood up there, looking out
to the open sea. And what a sight met his eyes!

The waves were like great walls of grey—green!
They dashed over the rocks that lay all around the
island, and spray flew from them, gleaming white
in the stormy sky. They rolled up to the island and
dashed themselves against it with such terrific
force that Julian could feel the wall beneath his
feet tremble with the shock. .

The boy looked out to sea, marvelling at the re-
ally great sight he saw. For half a moment he won-
dered if the sea might come right over the island
itself! Then he knew that couldn’t happen, for it
would have happened before. He stared at the great
waves coming in — and then he saw something
rather queer.
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There was something else out on the sea by the
rocks besides the waves —something dark, some-
thing big, something that seemed to lurch out of
the waves and settle down again. What could it be?

‘It can’t be a ship,’ said Julian to himself, his
heart beginning to beat fast as he strained his eyes
to see through the rain and the spray. ‘And yet it
looks more like a ship than anything else. I hope it
isn’t a ship. There wouldn’t be anyone saved from
it on this dreadful day!’

He stood and watched for a while. The dark
shape heaved into sight again and then sank away
once more. Julian decided to go and tell the others.
He ran back to the firelit room.

‘George! Dick! There’s something queer out on
the rocks beyond the island!’ he shouted, at the top
of his voice. ‘It looks like a ship — and yet can’t
possibly be. Come and seel’

The others stared at him- in surprise, and
jumped to their feet. George hurriedly flung some
more sticks on the fire to keep it going, and then
she and the others quickly followed Julian out into
the rain.

The storm seemed to be passing over a little
now. The rain was not pelting down quite so hard.
The thunder was rolling a little farther off, and
the lightning did not flash so often. Julian led the
way to the wall on which he had climbed to watch
the sea.

Everyone climbed up to gaze out to sea. They
saw a great tumbled, heaving mass of grey—green
water, with waves rearing up everywhere. Their
tops broke over the rocks and they rushed up to the
island as if they would gobble it whole. Anne
slipped her arm through Julian’s. She felt rather
small and scared.
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‘You're all right, Anne,” said Julian, loudly.
‘Now just watch — you’ll see something queer in a
minute.’

They all watched. At first they saw nothing, for
the waves reared up so high that they hid every-
thing a little way out. Then suddenly George saw
what Julian meant.

‘Gracious!’ she shouted, ‘it is a ship! Yes, it isl
Is it being wrecked? It’s a big ship — not a sail-
ing—boat, or fishing—smack!’

‘Oh, is anyone in it?’ wailed Anne.

The four children watched and Tim began to
bark as he saw the queer dark shape lurching here
and there in the enormous waves. The sea was
bringing the ship nearer to shore.

‘It will be dashed on to those rocks,” said
Julian, suddenly. ‘Look — there it goesl’

As he spoke there came a tremendous crashing,
splintering sound, and the dark shape of the ship
settled down on to the sharp teeth of the dangerous
rocks on the southwest side of the island. It stayed
there, shifting only slightly as the big waves ran
under it and lifted it a little.

‘She’s stuck there,” said Julian. ‘She won’t
move now. The sea will soon be going down a bit,
and then the ship will find herself held by those
rocks.’

As he spoke, a ray of pale sunshine came wave-
ring out between a gap in the thinning clouds. It
was gone almost at once. ‘Good!’ said Dick, looking
upwards. ‘The sun will be out again soon. We can
warm ourselves then and get dry — and maybe we
can find out what that poor ship is. Oh Julian — I
do so hope there was nobody in it. I hope they’ve
all taken to boats and got safely to land.’
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The clouds thinned out a little more. The wind
stopped roaring and dropped to a steady breeze. The
sun shone out again for a longer time, and the
children felt its welcome warmth. They all stared at
the ship on the rocks. The sun shone on it and
lighted it up.

‘There’s something queer about it somehow,’
said Julian, slowly. ‘Something awfully queer. I've
never seen a ship quite like it.’

George was staring at it with a strange look in
her eyes. She turned to face the three children, and
they were astonished to see the bright gleam in her
blue eyes. The girl looked almost too excited to
speak.

. ‘XVhat is it?’ asked Julian, catching hold of her
and.

‘Julian — oh Julian — it’s my wreck!’ she
cried, in a high excited voice. ‘Don’t you see what’s
happened! The storm has lifted the ship up from
the bottom of the sea, and has lodged it on those
rocks. It’s my wreck!’

The others saw a once that she was right. It was
the old wrecked ship! No wonder it looked queer.
No wonder it looked so old and dark, and such a
strange shape. It was the wreck, lifted high out of
its sleeping—place and put on the rocks nearby.

‘George! We shall be able to row out and get into
the wreck now!’ shouted Julian. ‘We shall be able
to explore it from end to end. We may find the
boxes of gold. Oh, Georgel’



CHAPTER SEVEN
Back to Kirrin Cottage

The four children were so tremendously sur-
prised and excited that for a minute or two they
didn’t say a word. They just stared at the dark
hulk of the old wreck, imagining what they might
find. Then Julian clutched George’s arm and
pressed it tightly.

‘Isn’t this wonderful?’ he said. ‘Oh, George,
isn’t it an extraordinary thing to happen?’

Still George said nothing, but stared at the
wreck, all kinds of thoughts racing through her
mind. Then she turned to Julian.

‘If only the wreck is still mine now it’s thrown
up like this!’ she said. ‘I don’t know if wrecks be-
long to the queen or anyone, like lost treasure
does.But after all, the ship did belong to our fam-
ily. Nobody bothered much about it when it was
down under the sea — but do you suppose people
will still let me have it for my own now it’s thrown
up?’

‘Well, don’t let’s tell anyone!’ said Dick.

‘Don’t be silly,” said George .’One of the fisher-
men is sure to see it when his ship goes slipping
out of the bay. The news will soon be out.’

‘Well then, we'd better explore it thoroughly
ourselves before anyone else does!’ said Dick,
eagerly. ‘No one knows about it yet. Only us. Can’t
we explore it as soon as the waves go down a bit?’

‘We can’t wade out to the rocks, if that’s what
you mean,’ said George. ‘We might get there by
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boat — but we couldn’t possibly risk it now, while
the waves are so big. They won’t go down today,
that’s certain. The wind is still too strong.’

‘Well, what about tomorrow morning, early?’
said Julian. ‘Before anyone has got to know about
it? I bet if only we can get into the ship first, we
can find anything there is to find!’

‘Yes, I expect we could,” said George. ‘I
told you divers had been down and explored
the ship as thoroughly as they could — but
of course it is difficult to do that properly
under water. We might find something they’ve
missed. Oh, this is like a dream. I can’t be-
lieve it’s true that my old wreck has come up
from the bottom of the sea like that!’

The sun was now properly out, and the child-
ren’s wet clothes dried in its hot rays. They
steamed in the sun, and even Tim’s coat sent up a
mist too. He didn’t seem to like the wreck at all,
but growled deeply at it.

‘You are funny, Tim,’ said George, patting him.
‘It won’t hurt you! What do you think it is?’

‘He probably thinks it’s a whale,” said Anne
with a laugh. ‘Oh, George — this is the most excit-
ing day of my lifel Oh, can’t we possibly take the
boat and see if we can get to the wreck?’

‘No, we can’t,” said George. ‘I only wish we
could. But it’s quite impossible, Anne. For one
thing I don’t think the wreck has quite settled
down on the rocks yet, and maybe it won’t till the
tide has gone down. I can see it lifting a little still
when an extra big wave comes. It would be danger-
ous to go into it yet. And for another thing I don’t
want my boat smashed to bits on the rocks, and us
thrown into that wild water! That’s what would
happen. We must wait till tomorrow. It’s a good
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idea to come early. I expect lots of grown—ups will
think it’s their business to explore it.’

The children watched the old wreck for a little
time longer and then went all round the island
again. It was certainly not very large, but it really
was exciting, with its rocky little coast, its quiet
inlet where their boat was, the ruined castle, the
circling jackdaws, and the scampering rabbits
everywhere.

‘I do love it,’ said Anne. ‘I really do. It’s just
small enough to feel like an island. Most islands
are too big to feel like islands. I mean, Britain is
an island, but nobody living on it could possibly
know it unless they were told. Now this island re-
ally feels like one because wherever you are you can
see to the other side of it. I love it.’

George felt very happy. She had often been
on her island before, but always alone except
for Tim. She had always vowed that she never,
never would take anyone there, because it
would spoil her island for her. But it hadn’t
been spoilt. It had made it much nicer. For
the first time George began to understand that
sharing pleasures doubles their joy.

‘We’ll wait till the waves go down a bit then
we’ll go back home,” she said. ‘I rather think
there’s some more rain coming, and we’ll only get
soaked through. We shan’t be back till tea—time
as it is, because we'll have a long pull against the
out—going tide.’

All the children felt a little tired after the ex-
citements of the morning. They said very little as
they rowed home. Everyone took turns at rowing
except Anne, who was not strong enough with the
oars to row against the tide. They looked back at
the island as they left it. They couldn’t see the
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wreck because that was on the opposite side, facing
the open sea.

‘It’s just as well it’s there,’ said Julian. ‘No one
can see it yet. Only when a boat goes out to fish
will it be seen. And we shall be there as early as
any boat goes out! I vote we get up at dawn.’

‘Well, that’s pretty early,” said George. ‘Can
you wake up? I'm often out at dawn, but you're
not used to it.’

‘Of course we can wake up,’ said Julian. ‘Well
— here we are back at the beach again — and I'm
jolly glad. My arms are awfully tired and I'm so
hungry I could eat a whole larderful of things.’

‘Woof,’ said Tim, quite agreeing.

‘I’ll have to take Tim to Alf,” said George,
jumping out of the boat. ‘You get the boat in,
Julian. I'll join you in a few minutes.’

It wasn’t long before all four were sitting down
to a good tea. Aunt Fanny had baked new scones
for them, and had made a ginger cake with black
treacle. It was dark brown and sticky to eat. The
children finished it all up and said it was the nicest
they had ever tasted.

‘Did you "have an exciting day?’ asked their
aunt.

‘Oh yes!’ said Anne, eagerly. ‘The storm was
grand. It threw up...’

Julian and Dick both kicked her under the
table. George couldn’t reach her or she would most
certainly have kicked her too. Anne stared at the
boys angrily, with tears in her eyes.

‘Now what’s the matter?’ asked Aunt Fanny.
‘Did somebody kick you, Anne? Well, really, this
kicking under the table has got to stop. Poor Anne
will be covered with bruises. What did the sea
throw up, dear?’
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‘It threw up the most enormous waves,’ said
Anne, looking defiantly at the others. She knew
they had thought she was going to say that the sea
had thrown up the wreck — but they were wrongl
They had kicked her for nothing!

‘Sorry for kicking you, Anne,’ said Julian. ‘My
foot sort of slipped.’

‘So did mine,’ said Dick. ‘Yes, Aunt Fanny, it
was a magnificent sight on the island. The waves
raced up that little inlet, and we had to take our
boat almost up to the top of the low cliff there.’

‘T wasn’t really afraid of the storm,’ said Anne.
‘In fact, I wasn’t really as afraid of it as Ti...’

Everyone knew perfectly well that Anne was
going to mention Timothy, and they all interrupted
her at once, speaking very loudly. Julian managed
to get a kick in again.

‘Oooh!’ said Anne.

‘The rabbits were so tame,’ said Julian, loudly.

‘We watched the cormorants,” said Dick, and
George joined in too, talking at the same time.

‘The jackdaws made such a noise, they said
‘Chack, chack, chack,’ all the time.’

‘Well, really, you sound like jackdaws your-
selves, talking all at once like this!’ said Aunt
Fanny, with a laugh. ‘Now, have you all finished?
Very well, then, go and wash your sticky hands —
yes, George, I know they’re sticky, because I made
that gingerbread, and you’ve had three slices! Then
you had better go and play quietly in the other
room, because it’s raining, and you can’t go out.
But don’t disturb your father, George. He’'s very
busy.’ '

The children went to wash. ‘Idiot!’ said Julian
to Anne. ‘Nearly gave us away twice!’
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‘I didn’t mean what you thought I meant the
first timel’ began Anne indignantly.

George interrupted her.

‘I’d rather you gave the secret of the wreck
away than my secret about Tim,’ she said. ‘I do
think you’ve got a careless tongue.’

‘Yes, I have,’ said Anne, sorrowfully. ‘I think
I'd better not talk at meal—times any more. I love
Tim so much I just can’t seem to help wanting to
talk about him.’

They all went to play in the other room. Julian
turned a table upside down with a crash. ‘We’ll.
play at wrecks,” he said. ‘This is the wreck. Now
we're going to explore it.’

The door flew open and an angry, frowning face
looked in. It was George’s father!

‘What was that noise?’ he said. ‘Georgel Did
you overturn that table?’

‘I did,’ said Julian. ‘I’'m sorry, sir. I quite for-
got you were working.’

‘Any more noise like that and I shall keep you
all in bed tomorrow!’ said his Uncle Quentin. ‘Geor-
gina, keep your cousins quiet.’

The door shut and Uncle Quentin went out. The
children looked at one another.

‘Your father’s awfully fierce, isn’t he?’ said
Julian. ‘I’m sorry I made that row. I didn’t think.’

‘We'd better do something really quiet,” said
George. ‘Or he’ll keep his word — and we’ll find
ourselves in bed tomorrow just when we want to
explore the wreck.’

This was a terrible thought. Anne went to get
one of her dolls to play with. She had managed to
bring quite a number after all. Julian fetched a
book. George took up a beautiful little boat she was
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carving out of a piece of wood. Dick lay back on a
chair and thought of the exciting wreck. The rain
poured down steadily, and everyone hoped it would
have stopped by the morning.

‘We’ll have to be up most awfully early,’ said
Dick, yawning. ‘What about going to bed in good
time tonight? I'm tired with all that rowing.’

In the ordinary way none of the children liked

going to bed early — but with such an exciting
thing to look forward to, early—bed seemed differ-
ent that night.

‘It will make the time go quickly,” said Anne,
putting down her doll. ‘Shall we go now?’

‘Whatever do you suppose Mother would say if
we went just after tea?’ said George. ‘She’d think
we were all ill. No, let’s go after supper. We’ll just
say we're tired with rowing — which is perfectly
true — and we’ll get a good night’s sleep, and be
ready for our adventure tomorrow morning. And it
is an adventure, you know. It isn’t many people
that have the chance of exploring an old, old wreck
like that, which had always been at the bottom of
the seal’

So, by eight o’clock, all the children were in bed,
rather to Aunt Fanny’s surprise. Anne fell asleep
at once. Julian and Dick were not long — but
George lay awake for some time, thinking of her
island, her wreck — and, of course, her beloved
dog!

‘I must take Tim too,’ she thought, as she fell
asleep. ‘We can’t leave old Tim out of this. He
shall share in the adventure tool’



CHAPTER EIGHT
Exploring the Wreck

Julian woke first the next morning. He awoke
just as the sun was slipping over the horizon in the
east, and filling the sky with gold. Julian stared at
the ceiling for a moment, and then, in a rush, he
remembered all that had happened the day before.
He sat up straight in bed and whispered as loudly
as he could.

‘Dick! Wake up! We’'re going to see the wreck!
Do wake upl’

Dick woke and grinned at Julian. A feeling of
happiness crept over him. They were going on an
adventure. He leapt out of bed and ran quietly to
the girls’ room. He opened the door. Both the girls
were fast asleep, Anne curled up like a dormouse
under the sheet.

Dick shook George and then dug Anne in the
back. They awoke and sat up. ‘Buck up!’ whispered
Dick. ‘The sun is just rising. We'll have to hurry.’

George’s blue eyes shone as she dressed. Anne
skipped about quietly, finding her few clothes —
just a bathing suit, jeans and jersey — and rubber
shoes for her feet. It wasn’t many minutes before
they were all ready.

‘Now, not a creak on the stairs — not a cough
or a giggle!l’ warned Julian, as they stood together
on the landing. Anne was a dreadful giggler, and
had often given secret plans away by her sudden
explosive choke. But this time the little girl was as
solemn as the others, and as careful. They crept
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down the stairs and undid the little front door. Not
a sound was made. They shut the door quietly and
made their way down the garden path to the gate.
The gate always creaked, so they climbed over it in-
stead of opening it.

The sun was now shining brightly, though it
was still low in the eastern sky. It felt warm al-
ready. The sky was so beautifully blue that Anne
couldn’t help feeling it had been freshly washed! ‘It
looks just as if it had come back from the laundry,’
she told the others. '

They squealed with laughter at her. She did say
odd things at times. But they knew what she
meant. The day had a Jovely new feeling about it —
the clouds were so pink in the bright blue sky, and
the sea looked so smooth and fresh. It was im-
possible to imagine that it had been so rough the
day before.

George got her boat. Then she went to get Tim,
while the boys hauled the boat down to the sea. Alf,
the fisherboy, was surprised to see George so early.
He was about to go with his father, fishing. He
grinned at George.

‘You going fishing, t00?’ he said to her. ‘My,
wasn’t that a storm yesterday! I thought you’'d be
caught in it.’

‘We were,” said George. ‘Come on, Tim! Come
on!’ ’

Tim was very pleased to see George so early. He
capered round her as she ran back to the others, al-
most tripping her up as she went. He leapt into the
boat as soon as he saw it, and stood at the stern,
his red tongue out, his tail wagging violently.

‘I wonder his tail keeps on,’ said Anne, looking
at it. ‘One day, Timothy, you’ll wag it right off.’
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They set off to the island. It was easy to
row now, because the sea was so calm. They
came to the island, and rowed around it to the
other side.

And there was the wreck, piled high on some
sharp rocks! It had settled down now and did not
stir as waves slid under it. It lay a little to one
gide, and the broken mast, now shorter than be-
fore, stuck out at an angle.

‘There she is,’ said Julian, in excitement. ‘Poor
old wreck! I guess she’s a bit more battered now.
What a noise she made when she went crashing on
to those rocks yesterday!’

‘How do we get to her?’ asked Anne, look-
ing at the mass of ugly, sharp rocks all
around. But George was not at all dismayed.
She knew almost every inch of the coast
around her little island. She pulled steadily at
the oars and soon came near to the rocks in
which the great wreck rested.

The children looked ,at the wreck from their
boat. It was big,much bigger than they had im-
agined when they had peered at it from the top of
the water. It was encrusted with shellfish of some
kind, and strands of brown and green seaweed
hung down. It smelt queer. It had great holes in its
sides, showing where it had battered against rocks.
There were holes in the deck too. Altogether it
looked a sad and forlorn old ship — but to the four
children it was the most exciting thing in the whole
world.

They rowed to the rocks on which the wreck lay.
The tide washed over them. George took a look
round.

‘We’ll tie our boat up to the wreck itself,” she
said. ‘And we’ll get on to the deck quite easily by
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climbing up the side. Look, Julian! — throw this
loop of rope over that broken bit of wood there,
sticking out from the side.’

Julian did as he was told. The rope tightened
and the boat was held in position. Then George
clambered up the side of the wreck like a monkey.
She was a marvel at climbing. Julian and Dick fol-
lowed her, but Anne had to be helped up. Soon all
four were standing on the slanting deck. It was
slippery with seaweed, and the smell was very
strong indeed. Anne didn’t like it.

‘Well, this was the deck,” said George, ‘and
that’s where the men got up and down.’” She
pointed to a large hole. They went to it and looked
down. The remains of an iron ladder were still
there. George looked at it.

‘I think it’s still strong enough to hold us,’ she
said. ‘I’ll go first. Anyone got a torch? It looks
pretty dark down there.’

Julian had a torch. He handed it to George. The
children became rather quiet. It was mysterious
somehow to look down into the dark inside of the
big ship. What would they find? George switched
on the torch and then swung herself down the lad-
der. The others followed.

The light from the torch showed a very queer
sight. The under—parts of the ship were low—ceil-
inged, made of thick oak. The children had to bend
their heads to get about. It seemed as if there were
places that might have been cabins, though it was
difficult to tell now, for everything was so bat-
tered, sea—drenched and seaweedy. The smell was
re:él(liy horrid, though it was mostly of drying sea-
weed.

The children slipped about on the seaweed as
they went round the inside of the ship. It didn’t
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seem 8o big inside after all. There was a big hold
under the cabins, which the children saw by the
light of their torch.

‘That’s where the boxes of gold would have
been kept, I expect,” said Julian. But there
was nothing in the hold except water and fish!
The children couldn’t go down because the
water was too deep. One or two barrels floated
in the water, but they had burst open and
were quite empty.

‘I expect they were water—barrels, or barrels of
pork or biscuit,” said George. ‘Let’s go round the
other part of the ship again — where the cabins
are. Isn’t it strange to see bunks there that sailors
have slept in — and look at that old wooden chair.
Fancy it still being here after all these years! Look
at the things on those hooks too — they are all
rusty now, and covered with seaweedy stuff — but
they must have been the cook’s pans and dishes!’

It was a very queer trip round the old
wreck. The children were all on the look—out
for boxes which might contain bars of gold —
but there didn’t seem to be one single box of
an$ kind anywhere!

They came to a rather bigger cabin than the
others. It had a bunk in one corner, in which a
large crab rested. An old bit of furniture looking
rather like a table with two legs, all encrusted with
greyish shells, lay against the bunk. Wooden
shelves, festooned with grey—green seaweed, hung
crookedly on the walls of the cabin.

‘This must have been the captain’s own cabin,’
said Julian. ‘It’s the biggest one. Look, what’s that
in the corner?’

‘An old cup!l’ said Anne, picking it up. ‘And
here’s half of a s~ucer. I expect the captain was
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sitting here having a cup of tea when the ship went
down.’

This made the children feel rather queer. It was
dark and smelly in the little cabin, and the floor
was wet and slippery to their feet. George began to
feel that her wreck was really more pleasant sunk
under the water than raised above it!

‘Let’s go,’ she said, with a shiver. ‘I don’t like
it much. It is exciting, I know — but it’s a bit
frightening too.’

They turned to go. Julian flashed his torch
round the little cabin for the last time. He was
about to switch it off and follow the others up to
the deck above when he caught sight of something
that made him stop. He flashed his torch on to it,
and then called to the others.

‘I sayl Wait a bit. There’s a cupboard here in
the wall. Let’s see if there’s anything in it!’

The others turned back and looked. They saw
what looked like a small cupboard let in level with
the wall of the cabin. What had caught Julian’s
eye was the keyhole. There was no key there,
though.

‘There just might be something inside,” said
Julian. He tried to prise open the wooden door with
his fingers, but it wouldn’t move. ‘It’s locked,’ he
said. ‘Of course it would be!’

‘I expect the lock is rotten by now,’ said George,
and she tried too. Then she took out her big strong
pocket—knife and inserted it between the cupboard
door and the cabin—wall. She forced back the blade
— and the lock of the cupboard suddenly snapped!
As she had said, it was quite rotten. The door
swung open, and the children saw a shelf inside
with a few curious things on it.
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There was a wooden box, swollen with the wet
seawater in which it had lain for years. There were
two or three things that looked like old, pulpy
books. There was some sort of glass drinking—
vessel, cracked in half — and two or three funny
objects so spoilt by sea—water that no one could
possibly say what they were.

‘Nothing very interesting — except the box,’
said Julian, and he picked it up. ‘Anyway, I expect
that whatever is inside is ruined. But we may as
well try and open it.’

He and George tried their best to force the lock
of the old wooden box. On the top of it were
stamped initials — H. J. K.

‘T expect those were the captain’s initials,’ said
Dick.

‘No, they were the initials of my great—great—
great—grandfather! said George, her eyes shining
suddenly. ‘I’ve heard all about him. His name was
Henry John Kirrin. This was his ship, you know.
This must have been his very—private box in
which he kept his old papers or dmnes Oh — we
simply must open it!’

But it was quite impossible to force the lid
up with the tools they had there. They soon
gave it up, and Julian picked up the box to
carry it to the boat.

‘We’ll open it at home,” he said, his voice
sounding rather excited. ‘We’ll get a hammer or
something, and get it open somehow. Oh, George —
this really is a find!l’

They all of them felt that they really had some-
thing mysterious in their possession. Was there
anything inside the box — and if so, what would it
be? They longed to get home and open it!
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They went up on deck, climbing the old iron
ladder. As soon as they got there they saw
that others besides themselves had discovered
that the wreck had been thrown up from the
bottom of the seal

‘Golly! Half the fishing—smacks of the bay
have discovered itl’ cried Julian, looking round at
the fishingboats that had come as near as they
dared to the wreck. The fishermen were looking at
the wreck in wonder. When they saw the children
on board they halloo—ed loudly.

‘Ahoy there! What’s that ship?’

‘It’s. the old wreck!’ yelled back Julian. ‘She was
thrown up yesterday in the storm!’

‘Don’t say any more,” said George, frowning.
‘It’s my -wreck. I don’t want sightseers on it!’

So no more was said, and the four children got
into their boat and rowed .home as fast as the
could. It was past their breakfast—time. They
might get a good scolding. They might even be sent
to bed by George’s fierce father — but what did
they care? They had explored the wreck — and had
come away with a box which might contain — well,
if not bars of gold, one small bar, perhaps!

They did get a scolding. They had to go without
half their breakfast, too, because Uncle Quentin
said that children who came in so late didn’t
deserve hot bacon and eggs — only toast and mar-
malade. It was very sad.

They hid the box under the bed in the boys’
room. Tim had been left with the fisher—boy — or
rather, had been tied up in his back yard, for Alf
had gone out fishing, and was even now gazing
from his father’s boat at the strange wreck.

‘We can make a bit of money taking sightseers
out to this wreck,’ said Alf. And before the day was
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out scores of interested people had seen the old
wreck from the decks of motor—boats and fish-
ing—smacks.

George was furious about it. But she couldn’t do
anything. After all, as Julian said, anybody could
have a look!



CHAPTER NINE
The Box from the Wreck

The first thing that the children did after
breakfast was to fetch the precious box and take it
out to the tool—shed in the garden. They were sim-
ply longing to force it open. All of them secretly
felt certain that it would hold treasure of some
sort.

Julian looked round for a tool. He found a chi-
sel and decided that would be just the thiiig to
force the box open. He tried, but the tool slipped
and jabbed his fingers. Then he tried other things,
but the box obstinately refused to open. The child-
ren stared at it crossly.

‘I know what to do,” said Anne at last.
‘Let’s take it to the top of the house and
throw it down to the ground. It would burst
open then, I expect.’

The others thought over the idea. ‘It might be
worth trying,’ said Julian. ‘The only thing is — it
might break or spoil anything inside the box.’

But there didn’t seem any other way to open the
box, so Julian carried it up to the top of the house.
He went to the attic and opened the window there.
The others were down below, waiting. Julian
hurled the box out of the window as violently as he
could. It flew through the air and landed with a
terrific crash on the crazy paving below.

An once the french window there opened and
their Uncle Quentin came out like a bullet from a
gun.
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‘Whatever are you doing?’ he cried. ‘Surely you
aren’t throwing things at each other out of the
window? What’s this on the ground?’

The children looked at the box. It had burst
open, and lay on the ground, showing a tin lining
that was waterproof. Whatever was in the box
would not be spoilt! It would be quite dry!

Dick ran to pick it up.

‘I said, what’s this on the ground?’ shouted his
uncle and moved towards him.

‘It’'s — it’s something that belongs to us,’ said
Dick, going red.

‘Well, I shall take it away from you,’ said his
uncle. ‘Disturbing me like this! Give it to me.
Where did you get it?’

Nobody answered. Uncle Quentin frowned till
his glasses nearly fell off. ‘Where did you get it?’
he barked, glaring at poor Anne, who was nearest.

‘Out of the wreck,” stammered the little girl,
scared.

‘Out of the wreck!’ said her uncle, in surprise.
‘The old wreck that was thrown up yesterday? I
heard about that. Do you mean to say you’ve been
in it?’

‘Yes,’ said Dick. Julian joined them at that mo-
ment, looking worried. It would be too awful if his
uncle took the box just as they got it open. But
that was exactly what he did dol

‘Well, this box may contain something import-
ant,” he said, and he took it from Dick’s hands.
‘You’ve no right to go prying about in that old
wreck. You might take something that mattered.’

‘Well, it’s my wreck,’ said George, in a defiant
tone. ‘Please, Father, let us have the box. We’d
just got it opened. We thought it might hold — a
gold bar — or something like that!’
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‘A gold barl’ said her father, with a snort.
‘What a baby you arel This small box would never
hold a thing like that! It’s much more likely to con-
tain particulars of what happened to the bars! I
have always thought that the gold was safely de-
livered somewhere — and that the ship, empty of
its valuable cargo, got wrecked as it left the bay!’

‘Oh, Father — please, please let us have
our box,’” begged George, almost in tears. She
suddenly felt certain that it did contain papers
that might tell them what had happened to the
gold. But without another word her father
turned and went into the house, carrying the
box, burst open and cracked, its tin lining
showing through under his arm.

Anne burst into tears. ‘Don’t blame me for tell-
ing him we got it from the wreck,” she sobbed.
‘Please don’t. He glared at me so. I just had to tell
him.’
‘All right, Baby,’ said Julian, putting his arm
round Anne. He looked furious. He thought it was
very unfair of his uncle to take the box like that.
‘Listen — I’'m not going to stand this. We’ll get
hold of that box somehow and look into it. I’'m sure
your father won’t bother himself with it, George —
he’ll start writing his book again and forget all
about it. I'll wait my chance and slip into his study
and get it, even if it means a spanking if I'm dis-
covered!’

‘Good!’ said George. ‘We’ll all keep a watch and
see if Father goes out.’

So they took it in turns to keep watch, but most
annoyingly their Uncle Quentin remained in his
study all the morning. Aunt Fanny was surprised
to see one or two children always about the garden
that day, instead of down on the beach.
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‘Why don’t you all keep together and bathe or
do something?’ she said. ‘Hdve you quarrelled with
one another?’

‘No,’ said Dick. ‘Of course not.” But he didn’t
say why they were in the garden!

‘Doesn’t your father ever go out?’ he said to
George, when it was her turn to keep watch. ‘I
don’t think he leads a very healthy life.’

‘Scientists never do,” said George, as if she
knew all about them. ‘But I tell you what — he
may go to sleep this afternoon! He sometimes does!’

Julian was left behind in the garden that after-
noon. He sat down under a tree and opened a book.
Soon he heard a curious noise that made him look
up. He knew at once what it wasl!

‘That’s Uncle Quentin snoring!’ he said in ex-
citement. ‘It is!l Oh — I wonder if I could possibly
creep in at the french windows and get our box!’

He stole to the windows and looked in. One was
a little way open and Julian opened it a little more.
He saw his uncle lying back in a comfortable arm—
chair, his mouth a little open, his eyes closed, fast
asleep! Every time he took a breath, he snored.

‘Well, he really does look sound asleep,’
thought the boy. ‘And there’s the box, just behind
him, on that table. I'll risk it. I het I'll get an
:.hwful spanking if I'm caught, but I can’t help

at!'A

He stole in. His uncle still snored. He tiptoed by
him to the table behind his uncle’s chair. He took
hold of the box.

And then a bit of the broken wood of the box
fell to the floor with a thud! His uncle stirred in
his chair and opened his eyes. Quick as lightning
the boy crouched down behind his uncle’s chair,
hardly breathing.
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‘What’s that?’ he heard his uncle say. Julian
didn’t move. Then his uncle settled down again and
shut his eyes. Soon there was the sound of his
rhythmic snoring!

‘Hurrahl’ thought Julian. ‘He’s off againl!’

Quietly he stood up, holding the box. On tiptoe
he crept to the french window. He slipped out and
ran softly down the garden path. He didn’t think
of hiding the box. All he wanted to do was to get to
the other children and show them what he had
done!

He ran to the beach where the others were lying
in the sun. ‘Hil’ he yelled. ‘Hil! I’ve got it!’ I've got
it

They all sat up with a jerk, thrilled to see the
box in Julian’s arms. They forgot all about the
other people on the beach. Julian dropped down on
the sand and grinned.

‘Your father went to sleep,’ he said to George.
‘Tim, don’t lick me like that! And George, I went in
— and a bit of the box dropped on the floor — and
it woke him up!’

‘Golly!’ said George. ‘What happened?’

‘I crouched down behind his chair till he went to
sleep again,’ said Julian. ‘Then I fled. Now — let’s
see what’s in here. I don’t believe your father’s
even tried to seel’

He hadn’t. The tin lining was intact. It had
rusted with the years of lying in the wet, and the
lid was so tightly fitted down that it was almost
impossible to move it.

But once George began to work at it with her
pocket—knife, scraping away the rust, it began to
loosen — and in about a quarter—of —an—hour it
came off!

230



The children bent eagerly over it. Inside lay
some old papers and a book of some kind with a
black cover.Nothing else at all. No bar of gold. No
treasure. Everyone felt a little bit disappointed.

‘It’s all quite dry,” said Julian, surprised. ‘Not
a bit damp. The tin lining kept everything perfect.’

He picked up the book and opened it. ‘It’s a
diary your great—great—great—grandfather kept
of the ship’s voyages,’ he said. ‘I can hardly read
the writing. It’s so small and funny.’

George picked up one of the papers. It was made
of thick parchment, quite yellow with age. She
spread it out on the sand and looked at it. The
others glanced at it too, but they couldn’t make out
what it was at all. It seemed to be a kind of map.

‘Perhaps it’s a map of some place he had to go
to,” said Julian. But suddenly George’s hands
began to shake as she held the map, and her eyes
gleamed brilliantly as she looked up at the others.
She opened her mouth but didn’t speak.

‘What’s the matter?’ said Julian, curiously.
‘What’s up? Have you lostwour tongue?’

George shook her head and then began to speak
with a rush. ‘Julianl Do you know what this is?
It’s a map of my old castle — of Kirrin Castle —
when it wasn’t a ruin. And it shows the dungeonsl!
And look — just look what’s written in this corner
of the dungeons!’

She put a trembling finger on one part of the
map. The others leaned over to see what it was —
and, printed in old—fashioned letters was a curi-
ous word. '

Ingots

‘Ingots!’ said Anne, puzzled. ‘What does that
mean? I’ve never heard that word before.’
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But the two boys had. ‘Ingots!’ cried Dick. ‘Why
— that must be the bars of gold. They were called
ingots.’

‘Most bars of metal are called ingots,” said
Julian, going red with excitement. ‘But as we know
there is gold missing from that ship, then it really
looks as if ingots here meant bars of gold. Oh golly!
To think they may still be hidden somewhere under
Kirrin Castle. George! George! Isn’t it terribly, aw-
fully exciting?’

George nodded. She was trembling all over with
excitement. ‘If only we could find itl’ she whis-
pered. ‘If only we could!’

‘We’ll have a jolly good hunt for it,” said
Julian. ‘It will be awfully difficult because the
castle is in ruins now, and so overgrown. But
somehow or other we’ll find those ingots. What a
lovely word. Ingots! Ingots! Ingots!’

It sounded somehow more exciting than the
word gold. Nobody spoke about gold any more.
They talked about the Ingots. Tim couldn’t make
out what the excitement was at all.He wagged his
tail and tried haard to lick first one and then an-
other of the children, but for once in a way not one
of them paid any attention to him! He simply
couldn’t understand it, and after a while he went
and sat down by himself with his back to the child-
ren, and his ears down.

‘Oh, do look at poor Timothy!’ said George. ‘He
can’t understand our excitement. Tim! Tim, dar-
ling, it’s all right, you’re not in disgrace or any-
thing. Oh, Tim, we've got the most wonderful se-
cret in the whole world.’

Tim bounded up, his tail wagging, pleased to be
taken notice of once more. He put his big paw on
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the precious map, and the four children shouted at
him at once.

‘Golly! We can’t have that torn!’ said Julian.
Then he looked at the others and frowned. ‘What
are we going to do about the box?’ he said. ‘I mean
— George’s father will be sure to miss it, won’t he?
We’ll have to give it back.’

‘Well, can’t we take out the map and keep it?’
said Dick. ‘He won’t know it was there if he hasn’t
looked in the box. And it’s pretty certain he hasn’t.
The other things don’t matter much — they are
only that old diary, and a few letters.’

‘To be on the safe side, let’s take a copy of the
map,’ said Dick. ‘Then we can put the real map
back and replace the box.’

They all voted that a very good idea. They went
back to Kirrin Cottage and traced out the map care-
fully. They did it in the tool—shed because they
didn’t want anyone to see them. It was a quger
map. It was in three parts.

‘This part shows the dungeons under the
castle,” said Julian. ‘And this shows a plan of the
ground floor of the castle — and this shows the top
part. My word, it was a fine place in those days!
The dungeons run all under the castle. I bet they
were pretty awful places. I wonder how people got
down to them.’

‘We’ll have to study the map a bit more and
see,’ said George. ‘It all looks rather muddled to us
at present — but once we take the map over to the
castle and study it there, we may-be able to make
out how to get down to the hidden dungeons.
Ooooh! I don’t expect any children ever had such
an adventure as this.’

Julian put the traced map carefully into his
jeans pocket. He didn’t mean it to leave him. It
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was very precious. Then he put the real map back
into the box and looked towards the house. ‘What
about putting it back now?’ he said. ‘Maybe your
father is still asleep, George.’

But he wasn’t. He was awake. Luckily he
hadn’t missed the box! He came into the dining—
room to have tea with the family, and Julian took
his chance. He muttered an excuse, slipped away
from the table, and replaced the box on the table
behind his uncle’s chair!

He winked at the others when he came back.
They felt relieved. They were all scared of Uncle
Quentin, and were not at all anxious to be in his
bad books. Anne didn’t say one word during the
whole of the meal. She was so terribly afraid she
might give something away, either about Tim or
the box. The others spoke very little too. While
they were at tea the telephone rang and Aunt
Fanny went to answer it.

She soon came back. ‘It’s for you, Quentin,’ she
said. ‘Apparently the old wreck has caused quite a
lot of excitement, and there are men from a Lon-
don paper who want to ask you questions about it.’

‘Tell them I’ll see them at six,” said Uncle
Quentin. The children looked at one another in
alarm. They hoped that their uncle wouldn’t show
the box to the newspaper men. Then the secret of
the hidden gold might come out!

‘What a mercy we took a tracing of the map!’
said Julian, after tea. ‘But I’'m jolly sorry now we
left the real map in the box. Someone else may
guess our secret!’
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CHAPTER TEN
An Astonishing Offer

The next morning the papers. were full of the
extraordinary way in which the old wreck had been
thrown up out of the sea. The newspaper men had
got out of the children’s uncle the tale of the wreck
and the lost gold, and some of them even managed
to land on Kirrin Island and take pictures of the
old ruined castle.

George was furious. °‘It’s my castlel’” she
stormed to her mother. ‘It’s my island. You said it
could be mine. You did, you did!’ ‘

‘I know, George dear,” said her mother. ‘But
you really must be sensible. It can’t hurt the island
to be landed on, and it can’t hurt the castle to be
photographed.’

‘But I don’t want it to be,’ said George, her face
dark and sulky. ‘It’s mine. And the wreck is mine.
You said so.’

‘Well, I didn’t know it was going to be
thrown up like that,” said her mother. ‘Do be
sensible, George. What can it possibly matter
if people go to look at the wreck? You can’t
stop them.’ :

George couldn’t stop them, but that didn’t make
her any the less angry about it. The children were
astonished at the interest that the cast—up wreck
caused, and because of that, Kirrin Island became
an object of great interest too. Sightseers from the
places all around came to see it, and the fishermen
managed to find the little inlet and land the people
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there. George sobbed with rage, and Julian tried to
comfort her.

‘Listen, George! No one knows our secret yet.
We’ll wait till this excitement has died down, and
then we’ll go to Kirrin Castle and find the ingots.’

‘If someone doesn’t find them first,” said
George, drying her eyes. She was furious with her-
self for crying, but she really couldn’t help it.

‘How could they?’ said Julian. ‘No one has seen
inside the box yet! I’'m going to wait my chance and
get that map out before anyone sees it!’

But he didn’t have a chance, because something
dreadful happened. Uncle Quentin sold the old box
to a man who bought antique things! He came out
from his study, beaming, a day or two after the ex-
citement began, and told Aunt Fanny and the
children.

‘I’ve struck a very good bargain with that
man,’ he said to his wife. ‘You know that old tin—
lined box from the wreck? Well, this fellow collects
curious things like that, and he gave me a very
good price for it. Very good indeed. More even than
I could expect for the writing of my book! As soon
as he saw the old map there and the old diary he
said at once that he would buy the whole collec-
tion.’

The children stared at him in horror. The box
was sold! Now someone would study that map and
perhaps jump to what ‘ingots’ meant. The story of
the lost gold had been put into all the newspapers
now. Nobody could fail to know what the map
showed if they studied it carefully.

The children did not dare to tell Uncle Quentin
what they knew. It was true he was all smiles now,
and was promising to buy them new shrimping—
nets, and a raft for themselves — but he was such
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a changeable person. He might fly into a furious
temper if he heard that Julian had taken the box
and opened it himself, while his uncle was sleep-
ing.

When they were alone the children discussed
the whole matter. It seemed very serious indeed to
them. They half—wondered if they should let Aunt
Fanny into the secret — but it was such a precious
secret, and so marvellous, that they felt they didn’t
want to give it away to anyone at all.

‘Now listen!’ said Julian, at last. ‘We’ll ask
Aunt Fanny if we can go to Kirrin Island and
spend a day or two there — sleep there at night
too, I mean. That will give us a little time to poke
round and see what we can find. The sightseers
won’t come after a day or two, I'm sure. Maybe
we’ll get in before anyone tumbles to our secret.
After all, the man who bought the box may not
even guess that the map shows Kirrin Castle.’

They felt more cheerful. It was so awful to do
nothing. As soon as they had planned to act, they
felt better. They decided to ask their aunt the next
day if they might go and spend the week—end at
the castle. The weather was gloriously fine, and it
would be great fun. They could take plenty of food
with them.

When they went to ask Aunt Fanny, Uncle
Quentin was with her. He was all smiles again, and
even clapped Julian on the back. ‘Welll’ he said.
‘What’s this deputation for?’

‘We just wanted to ask Aunt Fanny some-
thing,’ said Julian, politely. ‘Aunt Fanny, as the
weather is so fine, do you think you would let us
go for the week—end to Kirrin Castle, please, and
spend a day or two there on the island? You can’t
think how we wculd love to!’
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‘Well — what do you think, Quentin?’ asked
their aunt, turning to her husband.

‘If they want to, they can,’ said Uncle Quentin.
‘They won’t have a chance to, soon. My dears, we
have had a marvellous offer for Kirrin Island! A
man wants to buy it, rebuild the castle as a hotel,
and make it into a proper holiday place! What do
you think of that?’

All four children stared at the smiling man,
shocked and horrified. Somebody was going to buy
the island! Had their secret been discovered? Did
the man want to buy the castle because he had read
the map, and knew there was plenty of gold hidden
there?

George gave a curious choke. Her eyes burned
as if they were on fire. ‘Mother! You can’t sell my
island! You can’t sell my castle! I won’t let them be
sold.’

Her father frowned. ‘Don’t be silly, Georgina,’
he said. ‘It isn’t really yours. You know that. It be-
longs to your mother, and naturally she would like
to sell it if she could. We need the money very
badly. You will be able to have a great many nice
things once we sell the island.’

‘I don’t want nice things!’ cried poor George.
‘My castle and my island are the nicest things I
could ever have. Mother! Mother! You know you
said I could have them. You know you did! I be-
lieved you.’

‘George dear, I did mean you to have them to
play on, when I thought they couldn’t possibly be
worth anything,” said her mother, looking dis-
tressed. ‘But now things are different. Your father
has been offered quite a good sum, far more than
we ever thought of getting — and we really can’t
afford to turn it down.’
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‘So you only gave me the island when you
thought it wasn’t worth anything,” said George,
her face white and angry. ‘As soon as it is worth
money you take it away again. I think that's hor-
rid. It — it isn’t honourable.’

‘That’s enough, Georgina,” said her father,
angrily. ‘Your mother is guided by me. You're only
a child. Your mother didn’t really mean what she
said — it was only to please you. But you know
well enough you will share in the money we get and
have anything you want.’

‘I won’t touch a penny!’ said George, in a low,
choking voice. ‘You’ll be sorry you sold it.’

The girl turned and stumbled out of the room.
The others felt very sorry for her. They knew what
she was feeling. She took things so very seriously.
Julian thought she didn’t understand grown—ups
very well. It wasn’t a bit of good fighting grown—
ups. They could do exactly as they liked. If they
wanted to take away George’s island and castle,
they could. If they wanted to sell it, they could! But
what Uncle Quentin didn’t know was the fact that
there might be a store of gold—ingots therel Julian
stared at his uncle and wondered whether to warn
him. Then he decided not to. There was just a
chance that the four children could find the gold
tirst!

‘When are you selling the island, Uncle?’ he
asked quietly.

‘The deeds will be signed in about a week’s
time,” was the answer. ‘So if you really want to
spend a day or two there, you’d better do so quick-
ly, for after that you may not get permission from
the new owners.’

‘Was it the man who bought the old box who
wants to buy the island?’ asked Julian.
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‘Yes’, said his uncle. ‘I was a little surprised
myself, for I thought he was just a buyer of old
things. It was astonishing to me that he should get
the idea of buying the island to rebuild the castle as
a hotel. Still, I dare say there will be big money in
running a hotel there — very romantic, staying on
a little island like that — people will like it. I'm no
businessman myself, and I certainly shouldn’t care
to invest my money in a place like Kirrin Island.
Bu;;1 I should think he knows what he is doing all
right.’

‘Yes, he certainly does,’ thought Julian to him-
self, as he went out of the room with Dick and
Anne. ‘He’s read that map — and has jumped to
the same idea that we did — the.store of hidden in-
gots is somewhere on that island — and he’s going
to get it! He doesn’t want to build a hotell He’s
after the treasure! I expect he’s offered Uncle
Quentin some silly low price that poor old uncle
thinks is marvellous! Oh dear — this is a horrible
thing to happen.’

He went to find George. She was in the tool—
shed, looking quite green. She said she felt sick.

‘It’s only because you’re so upset,’ said Julian.
He slipped his arm round her. For once in a way
George didn’t push it away. She felt comforted.
Tears came into her eyes, and she angrily tried to
blink them away.

‘Listen, Georgel’said Julian. ‘We mustn’t
give up hope. We’ll go to Kirrin Island tomor-
row, and we’ll do our very, very best to get
down into the dungeons somehow and find the
ingots. We’'ll jolly well stay there till we do.
See? Now cheer up, because we’ll want your
help in planning everything. Thank goodness
we took a tracing of the map.’
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George cheered up a little. She still felt angry
with her father and mother, but the thought of
going to Kirrin Island for a day or two, and taking
Timothy too, certainly seemed rather good.

‘I do think my father and mother are unkind,’
she said.

‘Well, they’'re not really,’” said Julian, wisely.
‘After all, it they need money badly, they would be
silly not to part with something they think is quite
useless. And you know, your father did say you
could have anything you want. I know what I
would ask for, if I were you!’

‘What?’ asked George.

‘Timothy, of coursel’ said Julian. And that
made George smile and cheer up tremendously!



CHAPTER ELEVEN
Off to Kirrin Island

Julian and George went to find Dick and Anne.
They were waiting for them in the garden, looking
rather upset. They were glad to see Julian and
George and ran to meet them.

Anne took George’s hands. ‘I’'m awfully sorry
about your island, George,’ she said.

‘So am I,” said Dick. ‘Bad luck, old girl — I
mean, old boy!’

George managed to smile. ‘I’ve been behaving
like a girl,’ she said, half—ashamed. ‘But I did get
an awful shock.’

Julian told the others what they had planned.
‘We’ll go tomorrow morning,’ he said. ‘We’ll make
out a list of all the things we shall need. Let’s
begin now.’

He took out a pencil and notebook. The others
looked at him.

‘Things to eat,” said Dick at once. ‘Plenty be-
cause we’ll be hungry.’

‘Something to drink,’ said George. ‘There’s no
water on the island — though I believe there was a
well or something, years ago, that went right down
below the level of the sea, and was fresh water.
Anyway, I’ve never found it.’

‘Food,” wrote down Julian, ‘and drink.” He
looked at the others.

‘Spades,” he said solemnly, and scribbled the
word down.

Anne stared in surprise.
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‘What for?’ she asked.

‘Well, we’ll want to dig about when we’re hunt-
ing for a way down to the dungeons,’ said Julian.

‘Ropee. said Dick. ‘We may want those too.’

‘And to torches, said George. ‘It’ll be dark in the
dungeons.’

‘Oooh!’ said Anne, feeling a pleasant shiver go
down her back at the thought. She had no idea
what dungeons were like, but they sounded thrill-
ing.

‘Rugs,’ said Dick. ‘We’ll be cold at night if we
sleep in that little old room.’

Julian wrote them down. ‘Mugs to drink from,’
he said. ‘And we’ll take a few tools too — we may
perhaps need them. You never know.’

At the end of half an hour they had quite a nice
long list, and everyone felt pleased and excited.
George was beginning to recover from her rage and
disappointment. If she had been alone, and had
brooded over everything, she would have been in
an even worse sulk and temper — but somehow the
others were so calm and sensible and cheerful. It
was impossible to sulk for long if she was with
them.

‘I think I'd have been much nicer if I hadn’t
been on my own so much,’ thought George to her-
self, as she looked at Julian’s bent head. ‘Talking
about things to other people does help a lot. They
don’t seem so dreadful then; they seem more bear-
able and ordinary. I like my three cousins awfully.
I like them because they talk and laugh and are al-
ways cheerful and kind. I wish I was like them.
I'm sulky and bad—tempered and fierce, and no
wonder Father doesn’t like me and scolds me so
often. Mother’s a dear, but'I understand mow why
she says I am difficult. I’'m different from my cou-

243



sins — they’re easy to understand, and everyone
likes them. I’'m glad they came. They are making
me more like I ought to be.’

This was a long thought to think, and George
looked very serious while she was thinking it.
Julian looked up and caught her blue eyes fixed on
him. He smiled.

‘Penny for your thoughts!’ he said.

‘They’re not worth a penny,’ said George, going
red. ‘I was just thinking how nice you all are —
and how I wished I could be like you.’

‘You’re an awfully nice person,’ said Julian,
surprisingly. ‘You can’t help being an only child.
They’re always a bit queer, you know, unless
they’re mighty careful. You're a most interesting
person, I think.’

George flushed red again, and felt pleased.
‘Let’'s go and take Timothy for a walk,’ she
said. ‘He’ll be wondering what’s happened to
us today.’

They all went off together, and Timothy greeted
them at the top of his voice. They told him all
about their plans for the next day, and he wagged
his tail and looked up at them out of his soft brown
eyes as if he understood every single word they
said!

‘He must feel pleased to think he’s going to be
with us for two or three days,’ said Anne.

It was very exciting the next morning, setting
off in the boat with all their things packed neatly
at one end. Julian checked them all by reading out
aloud from his list. It didn’t seem as if they had
forgotten anything.

‘Got the map?’ said Dick, suddenly.

Julian nodded.
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‘I put on clean jeans this morning,” he said,
‘but you may be sure I remembered to pop the map
into my pocket. Here it is!’

He took it out —and the wind at once blew it
right out of his hands! It fell into the sea and
bobbed there in the wind. All four children gave a
cry of utter dismay. Their precious mapl!

‘Quick! Row after it!’ cried George, and swung
the boat round. But someone was quicker than she
was! Tim had seen the paper fly from Julian’s
hand, and had heard and understood the cries of
dismay. With an enormous splash he leapt into the
water and swam valiantly after the map.

He could swim well for a dog, for he was strong
and powerful. He soon had the map in his mouth
and was swimming back to the boat. The children
thought he was simply marvellous!

George hauled him into the boat and took the
map from his mouth. There was hardly the mark
of his teeth on it! He had carried it so carefully. It
was wet, and the children looked anxiously at it to
gsee if the tracing had been spoilt. But Julian had
traced it very strongly, and it was quite all right.
He placed it on a seat to dry, and told Dick to hold
it there in the sun.

‘That was a narrow squeak!’ he said, and the
others agreed.

George took the oars again, and they set off
once more to the island, getting a perfect shower—
bath frbm Timothy when he stood up and shook his
wet coat. He was given a big biscuit as a reward,
and he crunched it up with great enjoyment.

George made her way through the reefs of rocks
with a sure hand. It was marvellous to the others
how she could slide the boat in between the danger-
ous rocks and never get a scratch. They thought
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she was really wonderful. She brought them safely
to the little inlet, and they jumped out on to the
sand. They pulled the boat high up, in case the tide
came far up the tiny cove, and then began to un-
load their goods.

‘We’ll carry all the things to that little stone
room,’said Julian. ‘They will be safe there and
won’t get wet if it rains. I hope nobody comes to
the island while we are here, Georye.’

‘I shouldn’t think they would,” said George.
‘Father said it would be about a week before the
deeds were signed, making over the island to that
man. It won’t be his till then. We’ve got a week,
anyhow.’

‘Well, we don’t need to keep a watch in case
anyone else arrives then,’ said Julian, who had
half thought that it would be a good idea to make
someone stay on guard at the inlet, to give a warn-
ing to the others in case anyone else arrived. ‘Come
on! You take the spades, Dick. I'll take the food
and drink with George. And Anne can take the
little things.’

The food and drink were in a big box, for
the children did not mean to starve while they
were on the island! They had brought loaves
of bread, butter, biscuits, jam, tins of fruit,
ripe plums, bottles of ginger—beer, a kettle to
make tea, and anything else they could think
of! George and Julian staggered up the cliff
with the heavy box. They had to put it down
once or twice to give themselves a rest!

They put everything into the little room. Then
they went back to get the collection of blankets and
rugs from the boat. They arranged them in the cor-
ners of the little room, and thought that it would
be most exciting to spend the night there.
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“T+ “¥he two girls can sleep together on this pile of
hlxlgs," said Julian. ‘And we two boys will have this
‘pile.’

Cenr Lurge looked as if she didn’t want to be put
with Anne, and classed as a girl. But Anne didn’t
wish to sleep alone in her corner, and she looked so
beseechingly at George that the bigger girl smiled
at her and made no objection. Anne thought that
George was getting nicer and nicer!

‘Well, now we’'ll get down to business,” said
Julian, and he pulled out his map. ‘We must study
this really carefully, and find out exactly under
what spot the entrances to the dungeons are. Now
— come around and let’s do our best to find out!
It’s up to us to use our brains — and beat that
man who’s bought the island!’

They all bent over the traced map. It was quite
dry now, and the children looked at it earnestly. It
was plain that in the old days the castle had been a
very fine place.

‘Now look,’ said Julian, putting his finger on
the plan of the dungeons. ‘These seem to run all
along under the castle — and here — and — here
— are the marks that seem to be meant to repre-
sent steps or stairs.’

‘Yes,” said George. ‘I should think they are.
Well, if so, there appear to be two ways of getting
down into the dungeons. One lot of steps seems to
begin somewhere near this little room — and the
other seems to start under the tower there. And
what do you suppose this thing is here, Julian?’

She put her finger on a round hole that was
shown not only in the plan of the dungeons, but
also in the plan of the ground floor of the castle.

‘I can’t imagine what that is,’ said Julian, puz-
zled. ‘Oh yes, I know what it might bel You said

247



there was an old well somewhere, do you remem-
ber? Well, that may be it, I should think. It would
have to be very deep to get fresh water right under
the sea — so it probably goes down through the
dungeons too. Isn’t this thrilling?’

Everyone thought it was. They felt happy and
excited. There was something to discover — some-
thing they could and must discover within the next
day or two.

They looked at one another. ‘Well,’ said Dick,
‘what are we going to start on? Shall we try to find
the entrance to the dungeons — the one that seems
to start round about this little room? For all we
know there may be a big stone we can lift that
opens above the dungeon steps!’

This was a thrilling thought, and the children
jumped up at once. Julian folded up the precious
map and put it into his pocket. He looked round.
The stone floor of the little room was overgrown
with creeping weeds. They would have to be
cleared away before it was possible to see if there
were any stones that looked as if they might be
moved.

‘We’d better set to work,’ said Julian, and he
picked up a spade. ‘Let’s clear away these weeds
with our spades — scrape them off, look, like this
— and then examine every single stone!’

They all picked up spades and soon the little
stone room was full of a scraping sound as the four
of them chlselled away at the close—growing weeds
with their spades. It wasn’t very difficult to get the
stones clear of them, and the children worked with
a will.

Tim got most excited about everything. He
hadn’t any idea at all what they were doing, but he
joined in valiantly. He scraped away at the floor
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with his four paws, sending earth and plants fly-
ing high into the air!

‘Hi, Tim!’ said Julian, shaking a clod of earth
out of his hair. ‘You’re being a bit too vigorous.
My word, you’ll send the stones flying into the air
too, in a minute. George, isn’t Tim marvellous the
way he joins in everything?’

How they all worked! How they all longed to
find the entrance to the underground dungeons!
What a thrill that would be.



CHAPTER TWELVE
Exciting Discoveries

Soon the stones of the little room were clear of
earth, sand and weeds. The children saw that they
were all the same size — big and square, fitted well
together. They went over them carefully with their
torches, trying to find one that might move or lift.

‘We should probably find one with an iron ring
handle sunk into it,” said Julian. But they didn’t.
All the stones looked exactly the same. It was most
disappointing.

Julian tried inserting his spade into the cracks
between the various stones, to see if by any chance
he could move one. But they couldn’t be moved. It
seemed as if they were all set in the solid ground.
After about three hours hard work the children sat
down to eat a meal.

They were very hungry indeed, and felt glad to
think there were so many things to eat. As they ate
they discussed the problem they were trying to
solve.

‘It looks as if the entrance to the dungeons was
not under this little room after all,” said Julian.
‘It’s disappointing — but somehow I don’t think
now that the steps down to the dungeon started
from here. Let’s measure the map and see if we can
make out exactly where the steps do start. It may
be, of course, that the measurements aren’t correct
and won't be any help to us at all. But we can try.’

So they measured as best they could, to try and
find out in exactly what place the dungeon steps
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seemed to begin. It was impossible to tell, for the
plans of the three floors seemed to be done to dif-
ferent scales. Julian stared at the map, puzzled. It
seemed rather hopeless. Surely they wouldn’t have
to hunt all over the ground floor of the castlel Tt
would take ages.

‘Look,” said George, suddenly, putting her
finger on the hole that they all thought must be
meant to represent the well. ‘The entrance to the
dungeons seems to be not very far off the well. If
only we could find the well, we could hunt around
a bit for the beginning of the dungeon steps. The
well is shown in both maps. It seems to be some-
where about the middle of the castle.’

‘That’s a good idea of yours,” said Julian,
pleased. ‘Let’s go out into the middle of the castle
— we can more or less guess where the old well
ought to be, because it definitely seems to be about
the middle of the old yard out there.’

Out they all went into the sunshine. They felt
very important and serious. It was marvellous to
be looking for lost ingots of gold. They all felt per-
fectly certain that they really were somewhere be-
neath their feet. It didn’t occur to any of the child-
ren that the treasure might not be there.

They stood in the ruined courtyard that had
once been the centre of the castle. They paced out
the middle of the yard and then stood there, look-
ing around in vain for anything that might per-
haps have been the opening of an old well. It was
all so overgrown. Sand had blown in from the
shore, and weeds and bushes of all kinds grew
there. The stones that had once formed the floor of
the big courtyard were now cracked and were no
longer lying flat. Most of them were covered with
sand or weeds. (/
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‘Look! There’s a rabbitl’ cried Dick, as a big
sandy rabbit lolloped slowly across the yard. It dis-
appeared into a hole on the other side. Then an-
other rabbit appeared, sat up and looked at the
children, and then vanished too. The children were
thrilled. They had never seen such tame rabbits be-
fore.

A third rabbit appeared. It was a small one with
absurdly big ears, and the tiniest white bob of a
tail. It didn’t even look at the children. It bounded
about in a playful way, and then, to the children’s
enormous delight, it sat up on its hind legs, and
began to wash its big ears, pulling down first one
and then another.

But this was too much for Timothy. He had
watched the other two bound across the yard
and then disappear without so much as bark-
ing at them. But to see this youngster actually
sitting there washing its ears under his very
nose was really too much for any dog. He gave
an excited yelp and rushed full—tilt at the
surprised rabbit.

For a moment the little thing didn’t move. It
had never been frightened or chased before, and it
stared with big eyes at the rushing dog. Then it
turned itself about and tore off at top speed, its
white bobtail going up and down as it bounded
away. It disappeared under a gorse bush near the
children. Timothy went after it, vanishing under
the big bush too.

Then a shower of sand and earth was thrown up
as Tim tried to go down the hole after the rabbit
and scraped and scrabbled with his strong front
paws as fast as he could. He yelped and whined in
excitement, not seeming to hear George’s voice
calling to him. He meant to get that rabbit! He
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went almost mad as he scraped at the hole, making
it bigger and bigger.

‘Tim! Do you hear me! Come out of therel’
shouted George. ‘You’re not to chase the rabbits
here. You know you mustn’t. You’re very naughty.
Come outl’

But Tim didn’t come out. He just went on and
on scraping away madly. George went to fetch him.
Just as she got up to the gorse bush the\scraping
suddenly stopped. There came a scared yelp — and
no more noise was heard. George peered under the
prickly bush in astonishment.

Tim had disappeared! He just simply wasn’t
there any more. There was the big rabbit—hole,
made enormous by Tim — but there was no Tim.

‘I say, Julian — Tim’s gone,’ said George in a
scared voice. ‘He surely can’t have gone down that
rabbit’s hole can he? I mean — he’s such a big
dog!’

The children crowded round the big gorse bush.
There came the sound of a muffled whine from
somewhere below it. Julian looked astonished.

‘He is down the hole!l’ he said. ‘How queer! I
never heard of a dog really going down a rabbit—
hole before. However are we going to get him out?’

‘We’ll have to dig up the gorse bush, to begin
with,” said George, in a determined voice. She
would have dug up the whole of Kirrin Castle to
get Tim back, that was certain! ‘I can’t have poor
old Tim whining for help down there and not do
what we can to help him.’

The bush was far too big and prickly to creep
underneath. Julian was glad they had brought
tools of all kinds. He went to fetch an axe, They
had brought a small one with them and it would do
to chop away the prickly branches and trunk of the
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gorse bush. The children slashed at it and soon the
poor bush began to look a sorry sight.

It took a long time to destroy it, for it was
prickly, sturdy and stout. Every child’s hands were
scratched by the time the bush had been reduced to
a mere stump. Then they could see the hole quite
well. Julian shone his torch down it.

He gave a shout of surprise. ‘I know what's
happened! The old well is here! The rabbits had a
hole at the side of it — and Tim scraped away to
make it bigger and uncovered a bit of the well—
hole — and he’s fallen down the welll’

‘Oh no, oh no,’ cried George, in panic. ‘Oh Tim,
Tim, are you all right?’

A distant whine came to their ears. Evidently
Tim was there somewhere. The children looked at
one another.

‘Well, there’s only one thing to do,’ said Julian.
‘We must get our spades now and dig out the hole
of the well. Then maybe we can let a rope down or
something and get Tim.’

They set to work with their spades. It was not
really difficult to uncover the hole, which had been
blocked only by the spreading roots of the big gorse
bush, some fallen masonry, earth, sand and small
stones. Apparently a big slab had fallen from part
of the tower across the well—hole, and partly
closed it. The weather and the growing gorse bush
had done the rest.

It took all the children together to move the
slab. Underneath was a very rotten wooden cover,
which had plainly been used in the old days to pro-
tect the well. It had rotted so much that when
Tim’s weight had been pressed on it, it had given
just there and made a hole for Tim to fall through.
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Julian removed the old wooden cover and then
the children could see down the well—hole. It was
very deep and very dark. They could not possibly
see the bottom. Julian took a stone and dropped it
down. They all listened for the splash. But there
was no splash. Either there was no longer any
water there, or the well was too deep even to hear
the splash!

‘I think it’s too deep for us to hear anything,’
said Julian. ‘Now — where’s Tim?’

He shone his torch down — and there was Timl
Many years before a big slab had fallen down the
well itself and had stuck a littie way down, across
the well—hole — and on this old cracked slab sat
Tim, his big eyes staring up in fright. He simply
.could not imagine what had happened to him.

There was an old iron ladder fastened to
the side of the well. George was on it before
anyone else could get therel Down she went,
not caring if the ladder held or not, and
reached Tim. Somehow she got him on to her
shoulder and, holding him there with one
hand, she climbed slowly up again. The other
three hauled her out and Tim jumped round
her, barking and licking for all he was worth!

‘Well, Tim!” said Dick, ‘you shouldn’t chase
rabbits — but you’ve certainly done us a good turn,
because you’ve found the well for us! Now we’ve
only got to look around a little to find the dungeon
entrance!’

They set to work again to hunt for the dungeon
entrance. They dug about with their spades under
all the bushes. They pulled up crooked stones and
dug their spades into the earth below, hoping that
they might suddenly find them going through into
spacel It was really very thrilling.
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And then Anne found the entrance! It was quite
by accident. She was tired and sat down to rest. She
lay on her front and scrabbled about in the sand.
Suddenly her fingers touched something hard and
cold in the sand. She uncovered it — and lo and be-
hold, it was an iron ring! She gave a shout and the
others looked up.

‘There’s a stone with an iron ring in it here!’
yelled Anne, excitedly. They all rushed over to her.
Julian dug about with his spade and uncovered the
whole stone. Sure enough, it did have a ring in it
— and rings are only let into stones that need to be
moved! Surely this stone must be the one that
covered the dungeon entrance!

All the children took turns at pulling on the
iron ring, but the stone did not move. Then Julian
tied two or three turns of rope through it and the
four children put out their full strength and pulled
for all they were worth.

The stone moved. The children distinctly felt it
stir. ‘All together again!’ cried Julian. And all
together they pulled. The stone stirred again and
then suddenly gave way. It moved upwards — and
the children fell over on top of one another like a
row of dominoes suddenly pushed down! Tim darted
to the hole and barked madly down it as if all the
rabbits of the world lived there!

Julian and George shot to their feet and rushed
to the opening that the moved stone had disclosed.
They stood there, looking downwards, their faces
shining with delight. They had found the entrance
to the dungeons! A steep flight of steps, cut out of
the rock itself, led downwards into deep darkness.

‘Come on!’ cried Julian, snapping on his torch.
‘We’ve found what we wanted! Now for the dun-
geons!’
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The steps down were slippery. Tim darted down
first, lost his foot—hold and rolled down five or
six steps, yelping with fright. Julian went after
him, then George, then Dick and then Anne. They
were all tremendously thrilled. Indeed, they quite
expected to see piles of gold and all kinds of treas-
ure everywhere around them!

It was dark down the steep flight of steps, and
smelt very musty. Anne choked a little.

‘I hope the air down here is all right,” said’
Julian. ‘Sometimes it isn’t good in these under-
ground places. If anyone feels a bit funny they’d
better say so and we’ll go up into the open air
again.’

But however funny they might feel nobody
would have said so. It was all far too exciting to
worry about feeling queer.

The steps went down a long way. Then they
came to an end. Julian stepped down from the last
rock —stair and flashed his torch around. It was a
weird sight that met his eyes.

The dungeons of Kirrin Castle were made out of
the rock itself. Whether there were natural caves
there, or whether they had been hollowed out by
man the children could not tell. But certainly they
were very mysterious, dark and full of echoing
sounds. When Julian gave a sigh of excitement it
fled into the rocky hollows and swelled out and
echoed around as if it were a live thing. It gave all
the children a very queer feeling.

‘Isn’t it strange?’ said George, in a low voice.
At once the echoes took up her words, and multi-
plied them and made them louder — and all the
dungeon caves gave back the girl’s words over and
over again. ‘Isn’t it strange, isn’t it strange, isn’t it
strange.’
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Anne slipped her hand into Dick’s. She felt
scared. She didn’t like the echoes at all. She knew
they were only echoes — but they did sound exactly
like the voices of scores of people hidden in the
caves!

‘Where do you suppose the ingots are?’ said
Dick. And at once the caves threw him back his
words. ‘Ingots! Ingots are! Ingots are! Are! Are!’

Julian laughed — and his laugh was split up
into dozens of different laughs that came out of
the dungeons and spun round the listening child-
ren. It really was the queerest thing.

‘Come on’, said Julian. ‘Maybe the echoes won’t
be so bad a little farther in.’

‘Farther in,” said the echoes at once. ‘Farther
in?’

They moved away from the end of the rocky
steps and explored the nearby dungeons. They were
really only rocky cellars stretching under the
castle. Maybe wretched prisoners had been kept
there many, many years before, but mostly they
had been used for storing things.

‘I wonder which dungeon was used for storing
the ingots,’ said Julian. He stopped and took the
map out of his pocket. He flashed his torch on to
it. But although it showed him quite plainly the
dungeon where Ingots were marked, he had no idea
at all of the right direction.

‘I say — look — there’s a door here, shutting
off the next dungeon!’ suddenly cried Dick. ‘I bet
this is the dungeon we’'re looking for! I bet there
are ingots in here!’



CHAPTER THIRTEEN
Down in the Dungeons

Four torches were flashed on to the wooden
door. It was big and stout, studded with great iron
nails. Julian gave a whoop of delight and rushed to
it. He felt certain that behind it was the dungeon
used for storing things.

But the door was fast shut. No amount of push-
ing or pulling would open it. It had a great key—
hole — but no key therel The four children stared
in exasperation at the door. Bother jt! Just as they
really thought they were near the ingots, this door
wouldn’t openl

‘We’ll fetch the axe,” said Julian, suddenly.
‘We may be able to chop round the keyhole and
smash the lock.’

‘That’'s a good ideal’ said George, delighted.
‘Come on back!’

They left the big door, and tried to get back the
way they had come. But the dungeons were so big
and so rambling that they lost their way. They
stumbled over old broken barrels, rotting wood,
empty bottles and many other things as they tried
to find their way back to the big flight of rock—
steps.

‘This is. sickening!’ said Julian, at last. ‘I sim-
ply haven’t any idea at all where the entrance is.
We keep on going into one dungeon after another,
and one passage after another, and they all seem to
be exactly the same — dark and smelly and mys-
terious.’
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‘Suppose we have to stay- here all the rest of our
lives!’ said Anne, gloomily.

‘Idiot!’ said Dick, taking her hand. 'We shall
soon find the way out. Hallol — what’s this —’

They all stopped. They had come to what looked
like a chimney shaft of brick, stretching down
from the roof of the dungeon to the floor. Julian
flashed his torch on to it. He was puzzled.

‘I know what it is!’ said George, suddenly. ‘It’s
the well, of course! You remember it was shown in
the plan of the dungeons, as well as in the plan of
the ground floor. Well, that’s the shaft of the well
going down and down. I wonder if there’s any
opening in it just here — so that water could be
taken into the dungeons as well as up to the
ground floor.’

They went to see. On the other side of the well—
shaft was a small opening big enough for one child
at a time to put his head and shoulders through
and look down. They shone their torches down and
up. The well was so deep that it was still impossible
to see the bottom of it. Julian dropped a stone
down again, but there was no sound of either a
thud or a splash. He looked upwards, and could see
the faint gleam of daylight that slid round the
broken slab of stone lying a little way down the
shaft — the slab on which Tim had sat, waiting to
be rescued.

‘Yes,’ he said, ‘this is the well all right. Isn’t it
queer? Well — now we’ve found the well we know
that the entrance to the dungeons isn’t very far
off!l’

That cheered them all up tremendously. They
took hands and hunted around in the dark, their
torches making bright beams of light here and
there.
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Anne gave a screech of excitement. ‘Here’s the
entrance! It must be, because I can see faint day-
light coming down!’

The children rounded a corner and sure enough,
there was the steep, rocky flight of steps leading
upwards. Julian took a quick look round so that he
might know the way to go when they came down
again. He didn’t feel at all certain that he would
find the wooden door!

They all went up into the sunshine. It was deli-
cious to feel the warmth on their heads and shoul-
ders after the cold air down in the dungeons.
Julian looked at his watch and gave a loud excla-
mation.

‘It’s half —past six! Half—past six! No wonder I
feel hungry. We haven’t had any tea. We’ve been
working, and wandering about those dungeons for
hours.’

‘Well, let’s have a kind of tea—supper before
we do anything else,” said Dick. I don’t feel as if
I’ve had anything to eat for about twelve months.’

‘Well, considering you ate about twice as much
as anyone else at dinner—time,’ began Julian, in-
dignantly. Then he grinned. ‘I feel the same as
you,’ he said. ‘Come on! — let’s get a really good
meal. George, what about boiling a kettle and mak-
ing some cocoa, or something? I feel cold after all
that time underground.’

It was fun boiling the kettle on a fire of dry
sticks. It was lovely to lie about in the warmth of
the evening sun and munch bread and cheese and
enjoy cake and biscuits. They all enjoyed them-
selves thoroughly. Tim had a good meal too. He
hadn’t very much liked being underground, and
had followed the others very closely indeed, his tail
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well down. He had been very frightened, too, of the
curious echoes here and there.

Once he had barked, and it had seemed to Tim
as if the whole of the dungeons were full of other
dogs, all barking far more loudly than he could. He
hadn’t even dared to whine after that! But now he
was happy again, eating the tit—bits that the
children gave him, and licking George whenever he
was near her.

It was past eight o’clock by the time that the
children had finished their meal and tidied up.
Julian looked at the others. The sun was sinking,
and the day was no longer so warm.

‘Well,” he said, ‘I don’t know what you feel.
But I don’t somehow want to go down into those
dungeons again today, not even for the sake of
smashing in that door with the axe and opening it!
I’m tired — and I don’t like the thought of losing
my way in those dungeons at night.’

The others heartily agreed with him, especially
Anne, who had secretly been dreading going down
again with the night coming on. The little girl was
almost asleep; she was so tired out with hard work
and excitement.

‘Come on, Annel’ said George, pulling her to her
feet. ‘Bed for you. We'll cuddle up together in the
rugs on the floor of that little room — and in the
morning when we wake we’ll be simply thrilled to
think of opening that big wooden door.’

All four children, with Tim close behind, went
off to the little stone room. They curled up on their
piles of rugs, and Tim crept in with George and
Anne. He lay down on them, and felt so heavy that
Anne had to push him off her legs.

He sat himself down on her again, and she
groaned, half —asleep. Tim wagged his tail and
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thumped it hard against her ankles. Then George
pulled him on to her own legs and lay there, feeling
him breathe. She was very happy. She was spend-
ing the night on her island. They had almost found
the ingots, she was sure. She had Tim with her, ac-
tually sleeping on her rugs. Perhaps everything
would come right after all — somehow.

She fell asleep. The children felt perfectly safe
with Tim on guard. They slept peacefully until the
morning, when Tim saw a rabbit through the
broken archway leading to the little room, and sped
away to chase it. He awoke George as he got up
from the rugs, and she sat up and rubbed her eyes.

‘Wake upl’ she cried to the others. ‘Wake up,
all of you! It’s morning! And we’re on the island!’

They all awoke. It was really thrilling to sip up
and remember everything. Julian thought of the
big wooden door at once. He would soon smash it in
with his axe, he felt sure. And then wtat would
they find?

They had breakfast, and ate just as much as
ever. Then Julian picked tip the axe they had
brought and took everyone to the flight of steps.
Tim went too, wagging his tail, but not really feel-
ing very pleased at the thought of going down into
the queer places where other dogs seemed to bark,
and yet were not to be found. Poor Tim would
never understand echoes!

They all went down underground again. And
then, of course, they couldn’t find the way to the
wooden door! It was most tiresome.

‘We shall lose our way all over again,’ said
George, desperately. ‘These dungeons are about the
most rambling spread—out maze of underground
caves I’ve ever known! We shall lose the entrance
again tool’
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Julian had a bright idea. He had a piece of
white chalk in his pocket, and he took it out. He
went back to the steps, and marked the wall there.
Then he began to put chalkmarks along the pas-
sages as they walked in the musty darkness. They
came to the well, and Julian was pleased.

‘Now,’ he said, ‘whenever we come to the well
we shall at least be able to find the way back to the
steps, because we can follow my chalk—marks.
Now the thing is — which is the way next? We’ll
try and find it and I’ll put chalk—marks along the
walls here and there — but if we go the wrong way
and have to come back, we’ll rub out the marks,
and start again from the well another way.’

This was really a very good idea. They did go
the wrong way, and had to come back, rubbing out
Julian’s marks. They reached the well, and set off
in the opposite direction. And this time they did
find the wooden door!

There it was, stout and sturdy, its old iron nails
rusty and red. The children stared at it in delight.
Julian lifted his axe. ‘

Crash! He drove it into the wood and round
about the keyhole. But the wood was still strong,
and the axe only went in an inch or two. Julian
drove it in once more. The axe hit one of the big
nails and slipped a little to one side. A big splinter
of wood flew out — and struck poor Dick on the
cheek!

He gave a yell of pain. Julian jumped in alarm,
and turned to look at him. Dick’s cheek was pour-
ing with blood!

‘Something flew out of the door and hit me,’
said poor Dick. ‘It’s a splinter, or something.’

‘Golly!’ said Julian, and he shone his torch on
to Dick. ‘Can you bear it a moment if I pull the
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splinter out? It’s a big one, and it’s still sticking
into your poor cheek.’

But Dick pulled it out himself. He made a face
with the pain, and then turned very white.

‘You’d better get up into the open air for a bit,’
said Julian. ‘And we’ll have to bathe your cheek
and stop it bleeding somehow. Anne’s got a clean
hanky. We’ll bathe it and dab it with that. We
brought some water with us, luckily.’

‘I’ll go with Dick,” said Anne. ‘You stay here
with George. There’s no need for us all to go.’

But Julian thought he would like to see Dick
safely up into the open air first, and then he could
leave him with Anne while he went back to George
and went on with the smashing down of the door.
He handed the axe to George.

‘You can do a bit of chopping while I’'m gone,’
he said. ‘It will take some time to smash that big
door in. You get on with it — and I'll be down in a
few minutes again. We can easily find the way to
the entrance because we’ve only got to follow my
chalk—marks.’

‘Right!" said George, and she took the axe.
‘Poor old Dick — you do look a sight.’

Leaving George behind with Tim, valiantly at-
tacking the big door, Julian took Dick and Anne up
to the open air. Anne dipped her hanky into the
kettle of water and dabbed Dick’s cheek gently. It
was bleeding very much, as cheeks do, but the
wound was not really very bad. Dick’s colour soon
came back, and he wanted to go down into the dun-
geons again.

‘No, you’d better lie down on your back for a
little,” said Julian. ‘I know that’s good for nose—
bleeding — and maybe it’s good for cheek—bleed-
ing too. What about Anne and you going out on
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the rocks over there, where you can see the wreck,
and staying there for half an hour or so? Come on
— I'll take you both there, and leave you for a bit.
You’d better not get up till your cheek’s stopped
bleeding, old boy.’

Julian took the two out of the castle yard and
out on to the rocks on the side of the island that
faced the open sea. The dark hulk of the old wreck
was still there on the rocks. Dick lay down on his
back and stared up into the sky, hoping that his
cheek would soon stop bleeding. He didn’t want to
miss any of the funl

Anne took his hand. She was very upset at the
little accident, and although she didn’t want to
miss the fun either, she meant to stay with Dick
till he felt better. Julian sat down beside them for a
minute of two. Then he went back to the rocky
steps and disappeared down them. He followed his
chalk—marks, and soon came to where George was
attacking the door.

She had smashed it well round the lock — but it
simply would not give way. Julian took the axe
from her and drove it hard into the wood.

After a blow of two something seemed to hap-
pen to the lock. It became loose, and hung a little
gsideways. Julian put down his axe.

‘I think somehow that we can open the door
now,’ he said, in an excited voice. ‘Get out of the
way, Tim, old fellow. Now then, push, George!’

They both pushed — and the lock gave way with
a grating noise. The big door opened creakingly,
and the two children went inside, flashing their
torches in excitement.

The room was not much more than a cave, hol-
lowed out of the rock — but in it was something
quite different from the old barrels and boxes the
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children had found before. At the back, in untidy
piles, were curious, brick—shaped things of dull
yellow—brown metal. Julian picked one up.

‘Georgel’ he cried. ‘The ingots! These are real
gold! Oh, I know they don’t look like it — but they
are, all the same. George, oh George, there’s a
small fortune here in this cellar — and it’s yours!
We've found it at last!’



CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Prisoners!

George couldn’t say a word. She just stood
there, staring at the pile of ingots, holding one in
her hand. She could hardly believe that these
strange brick—shaped things were really gold. Her
?ea(;'!t thumped fast. What a wonderful, marvellous

in

Suddenly Tim began to bark loudly. He stood
with his back to the children, his nose towards the
door — and how he barked!

‘Shut up, Tim!’ said Julian. ‘What can you
hear? Is it the others coming back?’

He went to the door "and yelled down the pas-
sage outside. ‘Dick! Annel Is it you? Come quickly,
because we’ve found the ingots! We've found them!
Hurry! Hurry!’

Tim stopped barking and began to growl. George
looked puzzled. ‘Whatever can be the matter with
Tim?’ she said. ‘He surely can’t be growling at
Dick and Anne.’

Then both children got a most tremendous
shock — for a man’s voice came booming down the
dark passage, making queer echoes all around.

‘Who is here? Who is down here?’

George clutched Julian in fright. Tim went on
growling, all the hairs on his neck standing up
straight. ‘Do be quiet, Tim!" whispered George,
snapping off her torch. But Tim simply would not
be quiet. He went on growling as if he were a small
thunderstorm.
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The children saw the beam of a powerful torch-
light coming round the corner of the dungeon pas-
sage. Then the light picked them out, and the
holder of the torch came to a surprised stop.

‘Well, well, well!’ said a voice. ‘Look who'’s herel
Two children in the dungeons of my castle.’

‘What do you mean, your castle!’ cried George.

‘Well, my dear little girl, it is my castle, be-
cause I'm in the process of buying it,” said the
voice. Then another voice spoke, more gruffly.

‘What are you doing down here? What did you
mean when you shouted out ‘Dick’ and ‘Anne,’ and
said you had found the ingots? What ingots?’

‘Don’t answer,” whispered Julian to George.
But the echoes took his words and made them very
loud in the passage. ‘Don’t answer! Don’t answer!’

‘Oh, so you won’t answer,’ said the second man,
and he stepped towards the chjldren. Tim bared his
teeth, but the man didn’t seem at all frightened of
him. The man went to the door and flashed his
torch inside the dungeon. He gave a long whistle of
surprise.

'Jake! Look here!’ he said. ‘You were right. The
gold’s here all right. And how easy to take away!
All in ingots — my word, this is the most amazing
thing we’ve ever struck.’

‘This gold is mine,’ said George, in a fury. ‘The
{sland and the castle belong to my mother — and
0 does anything found here. This gold was
brought here and stored by my great—great—

reat—grandfather before his ship got wrecked.
t's not yours, and never will be. As soon as I get
back home I shall tell my father and mother what
we've found — and then you may be sure you
won’t be able to buy the castle or the island! You
wore very clever, finding out from the map in the
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old box about the gold — but just not clever
enough for us. We found it first!’

The men listened in silence to George’s clear and
angry voice. One of them laughed. ‘You’re only a
child,” he said. ‘You surely don’t think you can
keep us from getting our way? We’re going to buy
this island — and everything in it — and we shall
take the gold when the deeds are signed. And if by
any chance we couldn’t buy the island, we’'d take
the gold just the same. It would be easy enough to
bring a ship here and transfer the ingots from here
by boat to the ship. Don’t worry — we shall get
what we want all right.’

‘You will not!’ said George, and she stepped out
of the door. ‘I’'m going straight home now — and
I’ll tell my father all you’ve said.’

‘My dear little girl, you are not going home,’
said the first man, putting his hands on George
and forcing her back into the dungeon. ‘And, by
the way, unless you want me to shoot this unpleas-
ant dog of yours, call him off, will yau?’

George saw, to her digmay, that the man had a
shining revolver in his hand. In fright she caught
hold of Tim’s collar and pulled him to her. ‘Be
quiet, Tim,’ she said. ‘It’s all right.’

But Tim knew quite well that it wasn’t all right.
Something was very wrong. He went on growling
fiercely. '

‘Now listen to me,’ said the man, after he had a
hurried talk with his companion. ‘If you are going
to be sensible, nothing unpleasant will happen to
you. But if you want to be obstinate, you’ll be very
sorry. What we are going to do is this — we’re
going off in our motor—boat, leaving you nicely
locked up here — and we’re going to get a ship and
come back for the gold. We don’t think it’s worth
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while buying the island now we know where the in-
gots are.’

‘And you are going to write a note to your
companions above, telling them you’ve found
the gold and they are to come down an look
for it,” said the other man. ‘Then we shall
lock up all of you in this dungeon, with the
ingots to play with, leaving you food and
drink till we come back. Now then — here is
a pencil. Write a note to Dick and Anne, who-
ever they are, and send your dog up with it.
Come on.’

‘I won’t,” said George, her face furious. °‘I
won’t. You can’t make me do a thing like that. I
won’t get poor Dick and Anne down here to be
made prisoners. And I won't let you have my gold,
just when I've discovered it.’

‘We shall shoot your dog if you don’t do
as you’re told,” said the first man, suddenly.
George’s heart sank down and she felt cold
and terrified.

‘No, no,’ she said, in a low, desperate voice.

‘Well, write the note then,’ said the man, offer-
ing her a pencil and paper. ‘Go on. I'll tell you
what to say.’

‘T can’tl” sobbed George. ‘I don’'t want to
get Dick and Anne down here to be made
prisoners.’ '

‘All right — I'll shoot the dog then,’ said the
man, in a cold voice and he levelled his revolver at
poor Tim. George threw her arms round her dog
and gave a scream.

‘No, no! I'll write the note. Don’t shoot Tim,
don’t shoot him!’

The girl took the paper and pencil in a shaking
hand and looked at the man. ‘Write this,” he or-
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dered. “’Dear Dick and Anne. We've found the
gold. Come on down at once and see it.” Then sign
your name, whatever it is.’

George wrote what the man had said. Then she
signed her name. But instead of writing ‘George’
she put ‘Georgina.’ She knew that the others would
feel certain she would never sign herself that —
and she hoped it would warn them that something
queer was up. The man took the note and fastened
it to Tim’s collar. The dog growled all the time, but
George kept telling him not to bite.

‘Now tell him to go and find your friends,’ said
the man.

‘Find Dick and Anne,” commanded George. ‘Go
on, Tim. Find Dick and Anne. Give them the note.’

Tim did not want to leave George, but there was
something very urgent in her voice. He took one
last look at his mistress, gave her hand a lick and
sped off down the passage. He knew the way now.
Up the rocky steps he bounded and into the open
air. He stopped in the old yard, sniffing. Where
were Dick and Anne?

He smelt their footsteps and ran off, hns
nose to the ground. He soon found the two
children out on the rocks. Dick was feeling
better now and was sitting up. His cheek had
almost stopped bleeding.

‘Hallo,’ he said in surprise, when he saw Tim.
‘Here’s Timothy! Why, Tim, old chap, why have
you come to see us? Did you get tired of being
underground in the dark?’

‘Look, Dick — he’s got something twisted into
his collar,” said Anne, her sharp eyes seeing the
paper there. ‘It’s a note. I expect it’s from the
others, telling us to go down. Isn’t Tim clever to
bring it?’
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Dick took the paper from Tim'’s collar. He undid
it and read it.

‘Dear Dick and Anne,” he read out aloud,
‘We’ve found the gold. Come on down at once and
see it. Georgina.’

‘Oooh!’ said Anne, her eyes shining. ‘They’ve
found it. Oh Dick — are you well enough to come
now? Let’s hurry.’

But Dick did not get up from the rocks. He sat
and stared at the note, puzzled.

‘What’s the matter?’ said e, impatiently.

‘Well, don’t you think it’s funny that George
should suddenly sign herself ‘Georgina’?’ said
Dick, slowly. ‘You know how she hates being a
girl, and having a girl’s name. You know how she
will never answer if anyone calls her Georgina.
And yet in this note she signs herself by the name
she hates. It does seem a bit funny to me. Almost
as if it’s a kind of warning that there’s something
wrong.’

‘Oh, don’t be so silly, Dick,’ said Anne. ‘What
could be wrong? Do come on.’

‘Anne, I'd like to pop over to that inlet of ours
to make sure there’s no one else come to the is-
land,’ said Dick. ‘You stay here.’

But Anne didn’t want to stay there alone. She
ran round the coast with Dick, telling him all the
time that she thought he was very silly.

But when they came to the little harbour, they
saw that there was another boat there, as well as
their own. It was a motor—boat! Someone else was
on the island!

‘Look,’ said Dick, in a whisper. ‘There is some-
one else here. And I bet it’s the men who want to
buy the island. I bet they’ve read that old map and
know there’s gold here. And they’ve found George
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and Julian and want to get us all together down in
the dungeons so that they can keep us safe till
they’ve stolen the gold. That’s why they made
George send us that note — but she signed it with
a name she never uses — to warn us! Now — we
must think hard. What are we going to do?’



CHAPTER FIFTEEN
Dick to the Rescuel

Dick caught hold of Anne’s hand and pulled her
quickly away from the cove. He was afraid that
whoever had come to the island might be some-
where about and see them. The boy took Anne to
the little stone room where their things were and
they sat down in a corner.

‘Whoever has come has discovered Julian and
George smashing in that door, I should think,’ said
Dick, in a whisper. ‘I simply can’t think what to do.
We mustn’t go down into the dungeons or we’ll most
certainly be caught. Hallo — where’s Tim off to?’

The dog had kept with them for a while but now
he ran off to the entrance of the dungeons. He dis-
appeared down the steps. He meant to get back to
George, for he knew she was in danger. Dick and
Anne stared after him. They had felt comforted
while he was there, and now they were sorry he
had gone.

They really didn’t know what to do. Then Anne
had an idea. ‘I know!’ she said, ‘we’ll row back to
the land in our boat and get help.’

‘I’d thought of that,” said Dick, gloomily. ‘But
you know perfectly well we’d never know the way
in and out of those awful rocks. We’'d wreck the
boat. I'm sure we’re not strong enough either to
row all the way back. Oh, dear — I do wish we
could think what to do.’

They didn’t need to puzzle their brains long.
The men came up out of the dungeons and began to
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hunt for the two children! They had seen Tim when
he came back and had found the note gone. So they
knew the two children had taken it — and they
couldn’t imagine why they had not obeyed what
George had said in the note, and come down to the
dungeons!

Dick heard their voices. He clutched hold of
Anne to make her keep quiet. He saw through the
broken archway that the men were going in the op-
posite direction.

‘Anne! I know where we can hide!’ smd the boy,
excitedly. ‘Down the old welll We can climb down
the ladder a little way and hide there. I’'m sure no
one would ever look there!’

Anne didn’t at all want to climb down the well
even a little way. But Dick pulled her to her feet
and hurried her off to the middle of the old court-
yard. The men were hunting around the other side
of the castle. There was just time to climb in. Dick
slipped aside the old wooden cover of the well and
helped Anne down the ladder. She was very scared.
Then the boy climbed down himself and slipped the
wooden cover back again over his head, as best he
could.

The old stone slab that Tim had sat on when he
fell down the well was still there. Dick climbed
down to it and tested it. It was immovable.

‘It’s safe for you to sit on, Anne, if you don’t
want to keep clinging to the ladder,” he whispered.
So Anne sat shivering on the stone slab across the
well —shaft, waiting to see if they were discovered
or not. They kept hearing the voices of the men,
now near at hand and now far—off. Then the men
began to shout for them.

‘Dick! Anne! Thc others want youl Where are
you? We’ve exciting news for you.’
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‘Well, why don’t they let Julian and George
come up and tell us then?’ whispered Dick. ‘There’s
something wrong, I know there is. I do wish we
could get to Julian and George and find out what
has happened.’

The two men came into the courtyard. They
were angry. ‘Where have those kids got to?’ said
Jake. ‘Their boat is still in the cove, so they
haven’t got away. They must be hiding somewhere.
We can’t wait all day for them.’

‘Well, let’s take some food and drink down to
the two we’ve locked up,’ said the other man.
‘There’s plenty in that little stone room. I suppose
it’s a store the children brought over. We'll leave
half in the room so that the other two kids can
have it. And we’ll take their boat with us so that
they can’t escape.’

‘Right,’ said Jake. ‘The thing to do is to get the
gold away as quickly as possible, and make sure
the children are prisoners here until we’ve made a
safe getaway. We won’t bother any more about
trying to buy the island. After all, it was only the
idea off getting the ingots that put us up to the
idea of getting Kirrin Castle and the island.’

‘Well — come on,’ said his companion. ‘We will
take the food down now, and not bother about the
other kids. You stay here and see if you can spot
them while I go down.’

Dick and Anne hardly dared to breathe when
they heard all this. How they hoped that the men
wouldn’t think of looking down the welll They
heard one man walk to the little stone room. It was
plain that he was getting food and drink to take
down to the two prisoners in the dungeons below.
The other man stayed in the courtyard, whistling
softly.
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After what seemed a very long time to the hid-
den children, the first man came back. Then the
two talked together, and at last went off to the
cove. Dick heard the motor—boat being started up.

‘It’s safe to get out now, Anne,’ he said. ‘Isn’t
it cold down here? I'll be glad to get out into the
sunshine.’

They climbed out and stood warming themselves
in the hot summer sunshine. They could see the
motor—boat streaking towards the mainland.

‘Well, they’re gone for the moment,’ said Dick.
‘And they’ve not taken our boat, as they said. If
only we could rescue Julian and George, we could
get help, because George could row us back.’

‘Why can’t we rescue them?’ cried Anne, her
eyes shining. ‘We can go down the steps and unbolt
the door, can’t we?’

‘No — we can’t,’ said Dick. ‘Look!’

Anne looked to where he pointed. She saw that
the two men had piled big, heavy slabs of broken
stone over the dungeon entrance. It had taken all
their strength to put the big stones there. Neither
Dick nor Anne could hope to move them.

‘It’s quite impossible to get down the steps,’
said Dick. ‘They’'ve made sure we shan’t do that!
And you know we haven’t any idea where the sec-
ond entrance i8® We only know it was somewhere
near the tower.’

‘Let’s see if we can find it,” said Anne eagerly.
They set off to the tower on the right of the castle
— but it was quite clear that whatever entrance
there might have been once, it was gone now! The
castle had fallen in very much just here, and there
were piles of old broken stones everywhere, quite
impo;sible to move. The children soon gave up the
search.
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‘Blow!’ said Dick. ‘How I'do hate to think of
poor old Julian and George prisoners down below,
and we can’t even help them! Oh, Anne — can’t
you think of something to do?’

Anne sat down on a stone and thought hard.
She was very worried. Then she brightened up a
little and turned to Dick.

‘Dick! I suppose — I suppose we couldn’t poss-
ibly climb down the well, could we?’ she asked.
‘You know it goes past the dungeons — and there’s
an opening on the dungeon floor from the well—
shaft, because don’t you remember we were able to
put in our heads and shoulders and look right up
the well to the top? Could we get past that slab, do
you think — the one that I sat on just now, that
has fallen across the well?’

Dick thought it all over. He went to the well
and peered down it. ‘You know, I believe you are
right, Anne,’ he said at last. ‘We might be able to
squeeze past that slab. There’s just about room. I
don’t know how far the iron ladder goes down
though.’

‘Oh, Dick — do let’s try,” said Anne. ‘It’s our
only chance of rescuing the others!’

‘Well,” said Dick, ‘I'll try it — but not you,
Anne. I'm not going to have you falling down that
well. The ladder might be broken half—way down
— anything might happen. You must stay up here
and I'll see what I can do.’

‘You will be careful, won’t you?’ said Anne,
anxiously. ‘Take a rope with you, Dick, so that if
you need one you won’t have to climb all the way
up again.’

‘Good idea,’ said Dick. He went to little stone
room and got one of the ropes they had put here.
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He wound it round and round his waist. Then he
went back to Anne.

‘Well, here goes!’ he said, in a cheerful voice.
‘Don’t worry about me. I'll be all right.’

Anne was rather white. She was terribly afraid
that Dick might fall right down to the bottom of
the well. She watched him climb down the iron lad-
der to the slab of stone. He tried his best to squeeze
by it, but it was very difficult. At last he managed
it and after that Anne could see-him no more. But
she could hear him, for he kept calling up to her.

‘Ladder’s still going strong, Annel I’m all right.
Can you hear me?’

‘Yes,” shouted Anne down the well, hearing her
voice echo in a funny hollow manner. ‘Take care,
Dick. I do hope the ladder goes all the way down.’

‘I think it does!’ yelled back Dick. Then he gave
a loud exclamation. ‘Blow! It’s broken just here.
Broken nght off. Or else it ends. I'll have to use
my rope.’

There was a silence as Dick unwound the rope
from his waist. He tied it firmly to the last but one
rung of the ladder, which seemed quite strong.

‘I’'m going down the rope now!l’ he shouted to
Anne. ‘Don’t worry. I'm all right. Here I go!’

Anne couldn’t hear what Dick said after that,
for the well —shaft made his words go crooked and
she couldn’t make out what they were. But she was"
glad to hear him shouting even though she didn’t
know what he said. She yelled down to him too,
hoping he could hear her.

Dick slid down the rope, holding on to it with
hands, knees and feet, glad that he was so good at
gym at school. He wondered if he was anywhere
near the dungeons. He seemed to have gone down a
long way. He managed to get out his torch. He put
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it between his teeth after he had switched it on, so
that he might have both hands free for the rope.
The light from the torch showed him the walls of
the well around him. He couldn’t make out if he
was above of below the dungeons. He didn’t want
to go right down to the bottom of the well!

He decided that he must have just passed the
opening into the dungeon—caves. He climbed back
up the rope a little way and to his delight saw that
he was right. The opening on to the dungeons was
just by his head. He climbed up till he was level
with it and then swung himself to the side of the
well where the small opening was. He managed to
get hold of the bricked edge, and then tried to
scramble through the opening into the dungeon.

It was difficult, but luckily Dick was not very
big. He managed it at last and stood up straight
with a sigh of relief. He was in the dungeons! He
could now follow the chalk—marks to the room or
cave where the ingots were — and where he felt
sure that George and Julian were imprisoned!

He shone his torch on the wall. Yes — there
were the chalk—marks. Good! He put his head into
the well — opening and yelled at the top of his
voice.

‘Anne! I'm in the dungeons! Watch out that the
men don’t come back!’

Then he began to follow the white chalk—
marks, his heart beating fast. After a while
he came to the door of the store—room. As he
had expected, it was fastened so that George
and Julian couldn’t get out. Big bolts had been
driven home at the top and bottom, and the
children inside could not possibly get out.
They had tried their hardest to batter down
the door, but it was no good at all.
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They were sitting inside the store—cave, feeling
angry and exhausted. The man had brought them
food and drink, but they had not touched it. Tim
was with them, lying down with his head on his
paws, half —angry with George because she hadn’t
let him fly at the men as he had so badly wanted
to. But George felt certain that Tim would be shot
if he tried biting or snapping.

‘Anyway, the other two had sense enough not to
come down and be made prisoners too,” said
George. ‘They must have known there was some-
thing funny about that note when they saw I had
signed myself Georgina instead of George. I wonder
what they are doing. They must be hiding.’

Tim suddenly gave a growl. He leapt to his feet
and went to the closed door, his head on one side.
He had heard something, that was certain.

‘I hope it’s not those men back again already,’
said George. Then she looked at Tim in surprise,
flta;las'hing her torch on to him. He was wagging his

A great bang at the door made them all jump
out of their skins! Then came Dick’s cheerful voice.
‘Hi, Julian! Hi, George! Are you here?’

‘WufffffflI’ barked Tim, joyfully and scratched
at the door.

‘Dick! Open the door!’ yelled Julian in delight.
‘Quick, open the door!’



CHAPTER SIXTEEN
A Plan — and a Narrow Escape

Dick unbolted the door at the top and bottom
and flung it open. He rushed in and thumped
George and Julian happily on the back.

‘Hallo!l’ he sa