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T'JIABA IIEPBA S
Po)xpecTBeHCKHe Npa3sAHHKH

IIlna nocregHAs HeAeNA IPeAPOMKAECTBEHCKOI
4YyeTBepTH, U Bce y4eHHMUbI I'3HI3HACKOM LIKOJBI C
HeTepreHHUeM JKAAIH POMKAECTBEHCKHX KaHHUKYJI.
Cagsace 3a cTON 3aBTpakarh, AHH yBHAeaa aApeco-
BaHHOE el IMHCHMO.

— IMornaau-ka, — cKasajla OHa CHAALUEH pA-
AOM C Heil ABolopoaHoil cectpe I[kopmxuHe, —
MMHUCHMO OT I1amnsbl, a A TOJbKO BYepa NoJay4yusaa MuUch-
MO OT HEro M OT MaMbl.

— Hapeloch, HUKAKHUX HENPHUATHBIX HOBO-
creit, — oro3sanacek J[»xopax. OHa HMKOMY He
no3sonaja Ha3biBaTh cebA J[KOpHKUHOMH, TaK
YTO Temephb Ja)ke IpenogaBaTeJbHHLbI HA3bIBA-
au ee Jlxopax. Co CBOUMH KODOTKHMH KYADS-
BLIMHM BOJIOCAMM H MaJbYMIIECKMMH YXBaTKaMu
OHA M B CaAMOM Jejle OYeHb ITOXOAMJA Ha MAalb-
yuka. JleBouka ¢ TpeBoroit cmorpena Ha AHH,
OKa Ta 4YHUTAJa IHCHMO.

— O [xopmx, HaM HeJb3A exaTb AOMOI Ha
npa3aHuKkul — ckasana AHH, M Ha riasax y Hee
BBICTYIIMJIM CJIe3bl. — Y MaMbl CKapJaTHHA, a rnamna
M3-3a 3TOro JNOJKeH co0MI0AATh KAPDAHTHUH, TaK 4YTO
OHH He MOT'YT ITO3BOJHTh HaM NpHexaTs A0OMOii. BoT
Gena-to, npasaa?

— Mue ouens, O4YeHb XKajib, — CKasaia
Hoxopmx.

OHa noHuMasa He TOJBKO pa3odyapoBaHue AHH,
HO M cama OGpL1a pasoyapoBaHa, IIOTOMY 4YTO MaMa
Ann npuraacuna xxopmx u ee cobaky Tumoru
NPOBECTH POMAECTBEHCKHME KAHHUKYJbl y HHUX. Eit

5



6bLI0 OGeIaHO MHOYKECTBO Bellleil, KOTOPBIX OHa
HUKOTra npexkje He BHAeJa, — MAaHTOMHMA, LUPK
¥ GosbliIoN 3BaHBIM Beuep ¢ nMpexkpacHoit eakoiil Te-
neps HUYEro IToro He Oyxer.

— Y710-TO CKAXXYT HA 3TO HAIIM MAJTbYUKH? —
cKkaszana AHH, AyMas O ABYX CBOHMX OpaTbax —
Ixynuane u Iluke. — Beap m oHM He cMmoryT moe-
XaTb AOMOM.

— Hy, u uTo e GyzeT C BalUMMHM KaHHUKYJa-
mu? — cnpocuaa Jxopaxk. — MoxkeTt GbITh, BBI IO-
efleTe KO MHe M nposejiere BpemMsa B KuppuH-KoTTen-
xe? A ysepeHa, 4TO MO Mama C PAJOCTBIO CHOBA
Bac npumet. Ham Tax Ob1I0 Beceno, KOraa BBl IIPH-
€3)XaJM K HaM Ha JeTHHe KaHUKYJIbI.

— TIlonokanm MHHYTKY, Oaii MHe JAOYMTATh
NUCBMO, A XO4y 3HATh, YTO Ipeajaraer mamna, —
ckasana AHH, CHOBa Oepsi B pyKH MMCBMO.

— Beaunaa mamoukal Hageiocs, OHa 4yBCTByeT
ce0A He CJHILKOM ILJIOXO.

IIpounTas ellle HECKOJIBKO CTPOK, AHH TaK pajo-
CTHO BCKPHKHyJa, 4to J[JKOpDAK M OCTajabHbIe he-
BOYKH C HeTepIIeHMeM yCTaBMJIMCh Ha Hee B OXKHJa-
HUM OOBACHEHUA.

— Hxopmx! MBI 1 B caMOM JeJie OIATH MOeAeM
K BaM, HO BOT HENPHUATHOCTL-TO, Aa ewe Kaxkasal Ha
BpeMs KAHHMKYJ AJA HAC Ha¥MyT pereTMTopa — OT-
Y4acTH AJA TOro, 4ToObl OH 3a HAMHM IIPUCMATPHUBAJ
M MBI He CJMIIKOM JOocaKgaau Obl TBOeil mMame, a
oryacty noromy, uto U JDKynuan u J{uk aBakasl
60Jie/IM TPHUIINIOM B 3TY YEeTBEPTh 1 HEMHOIO OTCTAJIH
oT KJacca.

— Penerurop! Bor yxac! 910 o3Hayaer, 4TO U
MHe NpHAETCA AejaTh YPOKH, HUYYTh He COMHEBa-
1ocel — npousnecna xkopax B oTyanuun. — Koraa
MamMma C rarnoi yBUAAT MOH OTMETKH, OHM HABEpHA-
Ka ybegsaTca, Kak Majo A 3Halo. Beas s BnepBble
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nomaja B HACTOALIYIO LIKOJY, H OKa3aJoCch, YTO O
MHOXKECTBE Belleil A He UMeI0 MOHATHA.

— YTto 3a y:kacHBle 3TO OyayT KaHHMKYJIBI,
ecJn 3a HaMH Bce Bpema Gyner GeraTb po mnd-
TAM Y4YHTeJb, — MpayHO 3amernsa AHH. — I
AyMalo, YTO y MeHsa OGyAyT XOpOllIHe OTMEeTKMH,
MIOTOMY 4YTO A YCHEWUIHO caajxa 3x3amennl. Ho
yT0 MHe GyaeTr 3a pPafoCTh He 3aHMMATBLCA BMe-
cre ¢ BaMHu BO BpeMa KaHukyil Xorsa, KOHe4YHO,
a moraa 6ul ryaars ¢ Tumorun. EMy-TO He npu-
nercAa 3aHuMaTtbcal

— Her, npugerca, — TOTYaAC IApUpoOBaja
Jxopmxk. Eit HenepeHocuMma GbL1a camMa MBICAb, YTO
ee moOoumMelit nec TuMotu Gyaer Kaxkjaoe yTpo yXo-
AUTh HA NPOryJKy ¢ AHH, .B TO BpeMA KakK OHa,
Ixopax, Oyaer CHAETh U YCHJIEHHO TPYAHUTBLCA BMe-
cre ¢ >xynunanom 1 Jlnkom.

— TumoTH He MOXeT AeslaTh YPOKH, He TOBODH
raynoctH, Jxopax, — ckasana AHH.

— OH MOXeT CHMAeTHs Y MOMX HOT, NOKa A Gyay
ux xpenarb, — oreeruwaa xopmx. — 3ro Gyxer Ta-
KOe yTellleHue — 4YyBCTBOBATh ero psaaom. Bora pa-
a4, AHH, noenait CBOM COCMCKHM. MEI Bce yKe rmoduTu
3aKOHYMIM. Yepe3d MHMHYTY INPO3BEHHT 3BOHOK, M
ThI OCTaHelubcA Ge3 3aBTpaKa.

— i pana, 4TOo Mama 4YyBCTByeT ce6A He CJIMILI-
KOM ILIOXO0, — CKa3aja AHH, TOPOIIJIMBO AOYMTHI-
BaA nucbmMo. — Ilanma coolliaer, YTO OH HaNucasu
Juky u J>kyauaHy, a TakiKe TBOEMY OTILY M ITOIIPO-
CMJI ero HaHATH JJIA HAC perieruropa. BoT razocts-
TO, TaKas, IpaBo-xe, HerpuaTHOCcTh! I BoBCe He xo-
4y CKas3aTh, YTO MHE He AOCTABHT YAOBOJBLCTBHS
CHOBA OTHPaBMTLCA B KHDDHUH-KOTTEIK M YBHAETH
ocrpoB Kuppun — Ho Beas B Kuppune He npuxo-
OUTCA pPACCYMUTHLIBATH YBHIETh IIAHTOMHMMY, LMDK
WK nobbIBATh HA BEYEPHHKE.



Konery uyerseprm Hactymua 6bICTpO. AHH H
JlxOopK yIIakoBaJIM CBOM YeMOAAHBI, HAKJIEWIH Ha
HUX APJABLIYKH cO cBoumH dammauamu. Ilym u cy-
MaToxa, LAPDHUBIIKE MOCJeAHHe ABA AHA Tepel OTh-
e30M, AOCTABMJIM MM HEMAaJIO YAOBOJALCTBHA. K
NOABE3XY MOAKATHIM OGoJbllIMe INKOJbHBIE aBTOOY-
ChI, M IeBOYKH 3a0pasinch BHYTDb.

— Cuosa B Kuppun! — ckasana Auxn. — Iloan
cioga, TUMOTH, AYyIIKA, Thl MOXEIIb CECTh MEXIY
muoi u Jlxxopax.

B I'aitnsuacKoif IIKOJIe ZeTAM paspelanoch xe-
pxaTh npu cebe CBOMX JIOOMMEBIX KHBOTHBIX, U TH-
MOTH, OrDOMHBIIl I1ec-ABOPHATa, NMPHHAAJIEKABLINIT
JxopaK, MONb30BAJICA Yy BCeX GOJNBILIMM YCIIeXOM.
Ben o ce6a HeOOLIKHOBEHHO XOPOILLIO, €CJIM He CYH-
TaTh OXHOIO CJY4Yas, KOraa rnec KMHYJCA BAOTOHKY
MYCOPLIMKY, BHIDBAJ Y HEro M3 PYK ALIMK I My-
copa ¥ IMPHBOJIOK €ro Ha TEPPUTOPHIO IIIKOJIBI, a 3a-
TeM M NpAMO B Kjacc K J[3Kopmx.

— 51 yBepena, uro y 1e6a ormeTKH OyayT Xopo-
ume, TuMm, — ckasana JDxopmk, obHuMan cobaky. —
Mz onaTes eaem gomois. Ter pan?

— Tas! — npousnec Tum Gacom. OH nogHACH,
BHJIAA XBOCTOM, M Cpa3y 2Ke C 3aJHero CHAECHbLA pa3-
RaJICA MHUCK.

— Ixopnx! Benxn Tumy cectb. OH cBOMM XBO-
cToM cOMBaeT MOIO LIUIAIY.

B ckopom Bpemenn obe aeBouku ¥ Tumoru GuLIH
yxe B JIoHaoOHe, rae UX yCaAuJIM B I0e3Ad, CRexyIo-
muit K Kuppuny.

— Kax 651 MHC XOTen0Ch, YTOGHI M Yy MaJIbUM-
KOB 3aHATHA KOHYMJIMCH CErOgHA, — IIPOM3HecJa
AnH co B3goxom.—Torma 6bI MBI OTIIPABHJINCH B
Kuppun Bce BMecte. Ham 6n110 661 TAK Becesiol

Y Hxynuana n J[uka 3aHATHA 3aKAHYHUBAJIHCH
Ha caepyommit geHb. OHM AOMKHBEI GBLIH BCTpe-
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THUTHCA C JeBOYKaMH y:ke B KuppuH-KoTTemKe. AHH
He TeprejoCh CKOpee CHOBA HX YBHAETh. BrITh B
pasayke ueiayio ydeGHYI0 4eTBEepPTh — 9TO OYEHb
npoaro. OHa 6bL1a paga TOMy, 4YTO C Heil ee ABOIOPOJ-
HaA cectpa — J[xopmk. Bmecte co cBoumMu GpaTba-
MM OHa roctmaa y J[XKOpIK J1eTOM, ¥ OHM TIepesKH-
JIM HEMAaJI0O HHTEPeCHBIX npumnoqeuuﬁ HaA MaJIeHb-
KOM OCTpPOBKe HezmaseKo ot Gepera. Ha ocrpoBke
CTOAJ CTAPMHHEII 3aMOK, B MNoA3eMelbe KOTOpOoro
JIeTH CAEJIAIM MHOYECTBO BOCXMTHTENbHBIX OTKDBHI-
THIA.
IToean GricTpo Gexxan Ha 3amafn.

— Jxopax, — ckasana AHH, — KakK IIPHATHO
Oyzet onaTe nepebparsca Ha octpoB Kuppunl

— Mu1 He cMOXKeM 3TOro cAaesaTh, — OTBETUJIA
Jxopmx. — 3UMOIT MOpe BOKPYT OCTpOBA YXKacHO
HecriokoitHoe. IloneITaTeCA OTNPABHTHLCA TYAA Ha
Becsax ObLI0O OBI COAMILIKOM OITACHO.

— Ax, KakKas aJoCTb, — TNPOTAHYJIA pa3oya-
poBaHHO AHH. — A MHe TaK XOTeJIOCh IEePeXHUTh
TaM elle KaKkue-HUGYyAb NMPUKJIIOYEHH ...

— 3umoit B' KuppnHe HHUKAKNX NMPHKJIIOYEHHH
He Gynmer, — 3amerunaa J[xxopmx. — Tam xonoauo,
a KOraa MAeT CHer, Mbl MHONM pa3 COBCeM 3aMepaaeMm,
JaKke B JePEeBHIO He Moiifellb, MOTOMY 4YTO BeTep C
MOPA HAMETAaeT BLICOYEHHBbIe CyrpobhI.

— VX ThI, 3TO 3BYYHT JOBOJLHO YBJIEKATEJIBHO! —
oro3sanach AHH.

— ¥BHI, — Bo3pasmwiaa J[KOpAx, — HHYEro yB-
JIEKATeJBHOro TyT Her. CKyumina y»acaoiaa —
JeJlaTh COBEepPILIEeHHO HeYyero, KpoMe KakK CHAETh Lie-
JbIi OeHBb JOMA WM YKe BOOPYIKMTLCA JIOIATON M
pa3srpebaTh CHer. )

IIpouwio AOBOJMLHO MHOIO BPEeMEHH, IIpeJae dyem
noe3x AOCTHr HeGONbILOH CTAHIMM, OTKYAA Iacca-
xupsl gobupanuce 10 Kuppuna. Ho BoT HakoHery
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OH 3aMeJUIN XOJ M OCTAHOBHJICA BO3JIe KPOXOTHOIO
neppoHa. J[eBOYKH 3KMBO COCKOYWJIM C IUIOLIAAKH M
CTaIH HCKATh IJ1a3aMH, BCTpDeYaeT JHU HX KTO-HHU-
6yas. Ia, ux BcTpeuana math J:xopmx.

— 3apasctsyit, [lxopaxk, roxyGymxa, sgpascr-
By, AHH, — cKasaja oHa, o0HHMaa naereid. —
AHH, MHe TakK »aJib, 4TO TBOoA Mama 3abosena. Ho
A pana teGe cOOOIIMTE, YTO OHA YKe IOIMPABJACTCH.

— 910 3aMevaresbHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA AHH. —
Bgul o4eHb A006pBI, COrJIACHBLINCH IPHIOTHTL HAC, Te-
Ta ®anan. Mu nocrapaemcs sectu ceGa xopoiro! A
Kak aana Keentun? EmMy He momelalor 4yeTBepo
gereil B foMe B 3uMHee BpeMA? MBI He CMOYXEM BhI-
XORUTH HA YJHMIY H OCTABJATH €I0 B MMOKOe TaK 4ac-
TO, K&K MBI 3TO JeJIAIH JICTOM.

Oreny J[XOpmx — ¥4YeHBIH; YeJOBEK OH O4YeHb
YMHBII, HO BHYLIAIOIIHUII HEKOTOphIii crpax. leru
JIErKO BBIBOJWIM €ro H3 TeprieHHusA, a KOraa JIeTOM
ux cobpasoch B JOME 4YeTBepo, OHM IOPOil CHJBHO
ero nmobanBaJIuCh.

— Bam aana Bce eme ycCHIeHHO pafoTaer Haj
cBOeM KHHMIOH, — cKasana terd ®aHHu. — 3Haelllb,
OH pa3pabaThiBaeT OAHY CEKPETHYIO TE€ODHIO, CEK-
PeTHYIO MJIel0, U M3JIaraerT BCe 3TO B CBOEil KHUTre.
OH roBOpHT, 4YTO, Korga Bce OyZeT 3aKOHYEHO M
pa3bACHEHO, OH AOMKeH Oyzer oOpaTHMTBCA B BBICO-
KHe MHCTAHIMH, H TOTAA ero uaesa GyaeT HCIOJb3O-
BaHa Ha 0saro Halued CTpaHbI.

— O rera ©aHHH, 3TO 3BYYHUT CTPALLIHO YBJIEKA-
TeJIbHO, — BOCKJMKHYJA AHH. — A B YeM 3aKJIO-
4aeTcsa cexpet?

— Droro s He mory Tefe CKa3aTh, IVTYTILILIIKA, —
orBeTUJIA TeTA, cMesnck. — Ilo npaBae ckasars, 3TOMO
A paxke u He 3Haw. Hy a Temeps mouuiu, a To Xo-
JOOHO TYT croAThb. J[KOpaK, Aoporymia, Tumoru
BBITIAJUT OYEHBb TOJCTHIM H 340POBLIM.
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— Tul 3Haewms, MaMa, €My M3YMHUTEJIBHO XOPO-
IO JKWJIOCh B ILKOJEe, — CKasanxa J[kopmk. —
HeiictBurensHo usymurenbHo. OH c:keBan crapble
ULIENaHIbl KyXapKH...

— ¥ OH roHsJ KOIIKY, XMBYIIYIO B KOHIOIIHE,
BCAKMI pas, KaK ee BUAeJI, — gobaBuiaa AHH.

— A ogHaxXab! OH 3a0pasica B KJIAJ0BKY M CJIONAN
UeJIbIi Upor ¢ MAcoM, — BetaBuia Jkopmk. — A B

ApPYTOM pas...
— Bowe munocrussiit, I[XKopaxK, — ckasaja ee
Mama B y)Kace, — A 6G0IOCb, YTO B CJeAyIOLIeH yeT-

BEPTH IUKOJIA He 3axodyeT Tepnerb y ceba Tumoru.
Hagerocs, ero kak cuaenyer Hakasaau?

— Huuyrs He 6n1Bano, — orsetuna Jkopmx,
KpacHedA. — Buauuis a1, MamMa, MbI CAaMH OTBEeYaeM
3a CBOMX NHUTOMIIEB H 3a MX mnoBefaeHue. Taxk uTo
KaXabli pas, korga TumoTu caesaer 4YTO-HHOyAL
IJI0X0e, HAKA3BIBAIOT 3a 3TO MEHA, TaK KakK A He
3arepyia ero KakK cJefyeT B KOMHATe MM elle 4YTo-
HUOY b B 3TOM pofe.

— Hy uTo0 X, B TakoM cayyae Te0e NPHILIOCH
BBLAEPIKATh HEMAJIO HaKa3aHMH, — CKasajna mama,
NpaBMBILAA [OHM, KOTOPHIA Be3 MaJIeHbKYIO IIOBO3-
Ky No 3amepa3umum goporam. — Ilo-moemy, 3TO BeChb-
ma 3apasasa uaeal — aoGasuia oHa, M B rjasax ee
MeJbKHYJI BeceJblit oroHek. — Jlymaro, a8 6yay npu-
JEPKHUBATHCA TOIO JKe MeToAa — KaXKAbIl pa3, Kak
TumoTu caenaer 4yTo-HMOyAb He Tak, A Oyay Haka-
3pIBaTh TE6sA!

JHeBouku paccmeanuchb. OHM GBUIM OYEHBb JOBOJIb-
HBI M MCHBITHIBAJIM pajocTHoe Bo30y»xaenue. Kauu-
KyJsl — 3aMedaTeNbHasaA Bellub. Bo3BpaiiaTecsi B
Kuppun — 3ro npexkpacHo. 3aBTpa npuMenyT Malb-
YMKH, & TaM U POXXAECTBO HACTYIIHT.

— Muasiit, munsiit Kuppus-korreax! — Boc-
KJIUKHyJaa AHH, KOrjga repei MX ria3aMH IIpex-
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cTan KpacuBeiit crapeiit naom. — O, nocMOTpH-Ka,
BoH octpoB Kuppun! — JleBouxku obpaTiiam riasa K
MOpIO, r'Jile Ha MaJIeHEKOM ocTpoBKe KuppuH croan
cTapslii pa3pylUeHHBIA 3aMOK.

Kaxkue npUKIIOYEHUS NepeKUIM OHH TaM Je-
ToMm! -
Ann n Ixopmx Bouwin B oM. — KBenTHH! —
no3sasna mama JIxopmxa. — Ksentun! Iesoukn
npuGHLIN.

Oans KBenTHH BRILIES M3 cBOero KabuHera, Ha-
XOAUBILIErOCA B APYroi uyacTu aoma. AHH moayma-
J1a, YTO OH KayKeTCs BhIILe POCTOM M elle MpadHee,
yeM Bcerga. « U eme Goslee XMypPbIM», — MBICJIEHHO
npou3Hecaa oHa. [aaa KBeHTUH, BO3MOXKHO, OYEHb
yMeH, HO AHH NpeAnoOYMTala KOro-HMGyAb IoBece-
Jiee ¥ noyasiGunBeii — Bpoje ee COGCTBEHHOrO OTHA.
OHa BeXXJIMBO OOMEHAJIACH C AAAeH PYKOMoXKaTHeM
¥ MoJr4a cMoTrpena, Kak J»Kopaxx ero ueayer.

— Hy-¢, — ckasan naaa KeentnH, obpaurasce
K AuH. — ToBopAT, A AOMKEH MOALICKATH IJIA Bac
penerutopa. Ilo KpailiHeit mepe AN MaJILYMKOB.
IIpeaynpe:xaaio, NPy perneTUTOpe BaM NMPHULETCA Be-
cru ce6a xopowo. B aTom A Bac Mory 3aBepuTs!

IIpeanonaranock, 4YTO 3T0 — IOYTKA, HO AHH U
JKOpI)K OHa He CJMILUKOM NOHpaBmaack. Jlioau, B
4YLEM IPHCYTCTBHM BBI 00s3aHbI BeCTH cebs X0pol1lo,
OOBIYHO OKA3BbIBAIOTCA OYEHBb CTPOTMMH K 3aHYIHBI-
mu. OGe aeBoukuM o6pagoBaiuMch, KOrja oOTell
J>xopax yuen oGpaTHO B CBOM KaOuHer.

— 3a nocaesHee BpeMA, — CKasaja, obpaiasch
K Jl>xopmk, ee Mama, — TBOM OTell CJIMILIKOM MHOIO
pa6oraer. OH BKOHen, u3amoraH. Cnaasa 6Gory, ero
KHHUra MnodTH 3akoHueHa. OH Hajgesa/cA KOHYMUTL ee
K PoxpaecTBy, Torga 661 OH MOr IIPMHATL yYacTHe BO
BCEBO3MOXKHBIX Pa3BJeYeHMAX M HUrpax, HO Temeps,
I10 €ro CJ0BaM, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO.
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— Kaxasa xajocTb, — BEXKJIMBO OTO3BAJIACH
AwuH, xora B rayOMHe AYLLIM OHA MOPAAOBAJACh CJIO-
Bam Tetn. He Tak-1o Beceso 6610 ObI pas3sIirpbIBaTh
mapaasl WM yCTPaHMBATh €LIe 4YTO-HHOYAbL B 3TOM
poxe BMecTe ¢ aaneir KseHTHHOM.

— Ax, tera PaHHHM, MHE TAK HEe TEPIIUTCA YBH-
nerbeda ¢ Ixyananom u Jlnukom, a OHM-TO KakK obpa-
nyiores, koraa ysuaar Tuma n xopaxk! Tera dan-
HM, B IIKOJEe HHKTO — Ja)ke Halla KJacCHasA Ha-
cTaBHHIIA — He HaabiBaeT J[xopax IKopmxuHOIL.
A, no npasne cKkas3aTh, paCCYUTHIBAJIA, YTO OHM Ha-
30BYyT €€ TaK, MOTOMY YTO MHE XOTeJOCh ITOCMOT-
peThb, 4TO OyAeT, KOraa OHa OTKAaMKeTCH OTKJIMKATb-
ca Ha uma Dxopmxuna. xopmax, tebe rmoHpasu-
JIOCh B IIIKOJIe, BeAb npasaa?

— Ha, — orBetnaa J[>kKopaK, — TNOHPABHJIOCH.
A nymana, MHe 6yaer yKACHO HENPHUATHO HAXO-
IUTBCA CPeIM MAacChl APYrux peGAT, HO OKa3bIBAeT-
¢, 3TO OYeHb Beceno. Ho, mama, Gorock, MOM OTMeET-
KH IOKaXXyTcA Tefe He CJMILKOM XOpolummu. Bel-
ACHUJIOCh, YTO fA He YCIeBal0 II0 MHOXECTBY
NpeaMeTOB, MIOTOMY YTO paHblle A HUKOrAa MMH He
3aHUMAaJIaCh.

— Tak Beab THI paHbIllle HUKOrAa He XOAM-

Ja B LIKOJNYy, — CKa3ana Mama. — § oObsacHIO
TBOEMY OTIy, B 4YeM JeJi0, €CJH OH OropYMTCA.
A Temepr — Mapu HaBepx M npuseaure cebsa

B MOPANOK mepex dYaeMm. Bpl, A0MKHO OBITH,
O4YeHb IPOroJoAaJHUCh.

JleBOYKH OTNpPaBMINCH HAaBEPX, B CBOIO MAaJieHb-
KYIO KOMHATYy.

— 5 pama, 4TO NMPOBOXKY KAHHUKYJbI HE B OOM-
HouecTBe, — cKasana J[>xopax. — MHe ropaazno Be-
ceJjiee JKMBETCA C TeX NOp, KaK f IMO3HAKOMMJIACh C
To60oit 1 Manpuukamu. IIpueer, Tumorn, Kyaa TbI
noaesaica?
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— OH xoamn oOHIOXHUBATH BCE YTJIBI U 3aKOYJKH
B AoMe, 4TOOB! yOeauTHCA, YTO OH AEHCTBHTENBHO y
ceba noma, — ckasaaa nocmeuBasich AHH. — OH x0-
4YyeT 3HATh, MTAXHET JIM I10-CTapOMy B KyXHe, B BaH-
HOHM M B ero amnuke. HasepHoe, IJIA HEro BepHYTHCA
Ha KaHUKYJIBI JOMOI TaK Ke pagoCTHO, KaK AJIA Hac!

Ann 6bu1a npaBa. BoasspamueHue ZOMOM B3BOJI-
HoBas1o TumMoTH 10 ray6uns! aymun. OH 06exas BOK-
pyr maTtepu J[KOpaK, ApPYKeaio6GHO OGHIOXHBaA ee
HOT'M, OOBOJILHBIN, 4TO cHOBA ee BuanT. OH 3abexcan
B KYXHIO, HO BCKOpe BEpHYJICA Ha3ald, TAK KaK TaMm
OKAa3aJICA KTO-TO HEe3HaKOMBIi: 3T0 6bL1a Kyxapka
JlxoyaHHa — TOJICTast, MBIXTAILAA MKEHIUHA, KO-
TOpasA IOCMOTPpeJIa HA Hero ¢ MoA03PeHHUeM.

— Tsl MOXelIb NPUXOANTL B KYXHIO Pa3 B
JAeHb, 3a CBOMM 00eaoM, M 3T0 Bce, — cKasaua J[xo-
yaHHa. — 51 He gonyiny, 4ToObl Yy MEHA HMCYE3aTIH
M3-IOA HOoca MsACOo, Koabaca MiaM Kypuua. YK A-TO
3Halo, 4YTO 3a Hapox cobaxkul

Tumorn 3a6exxas B KJIaJOBKY U BCEe TaM OOHIO-
xaia. IloroM — B CTOJIOBYIO M IOCTHHYIO U C Pajo-
CThIO YyOEAMJICA, YTO OHM IAXHYT TaK e, Kak H
panubine. OH NpUJIOKUJ HOC K ABepH KabuHera, rae
paboran oren I>KOpAXK, M O4EHb OCTOPOXKHO ITPHUHIO-
xancAa. OH He coGupaJICH TyAa BXOAUTH: TUMOTH mO-
6auBanca orua I>Kopa)X TOYHO TAK e, KAK M Bce
OCTaJIbHBIE.

ITorom mec onaTe moGexxan BBEpX IO JIECTHHLE,
K CrnajbHe JeBoyeK. A rae ero Aumk? A, BOH OH,
0Ko0JI0 OKHa. IIpekpacHol 310 03HAYANO, YTO OH CHO-
Ba Oyaer cniats B cnnanbue Dxopmx. OH cBepHysca B
KJyOO4YeK B CBOEM SIIMKE M CTAT I'POMKO CTy4aThb
0 MOJIY XBOCTOM.

— § paag BepHyTBCA CIOKa, — TOBOPHJ €ro
XBOCT, — f-OYEHb-Paj-BePHYThCA cioaal



TJIABA BTOPAA
CHoBa Bce BMecCTe

Ha caeayloumit aeHs» npuexaju Maab4YUKH. AHH
u Jxopmx Bmecre ¢ TumorH oOTnpaBMianCk HX
BcTpeyath. JKOpA)K mpaBHia TIOBO3KOM, 3anpsa-
JKeHHOM mnoHu, a TumoTu cuaen pagom ¢ Heil. AHH
He MOrJja A0XKAAaThCA, KOrga Moe3j OCTAHOBHUTCA Ha
MX CTAHUMM, OHA mobexkasna Io MeppoHYy, MBITAACh
pasraagerb Hxxyanana u Jluka B NpOXOAALLIUX MH-
MO BaroHax. '

Haxkonen; ona ux ysugena. OHM BRIMIAALIBAIH B
OKOIIIKO BaroHa B CaMOM XBOCTe IIOe3fa, MaXaau
PYKaMM M KpHUYaIH: b

— AmnH! Ann! M1 agecs! IIpuser, xopaxk! O, u
Tumoru TyT!

— Ixyanaun! Juk! — sasonuna AuH. Tumornu
HayaJs JIaaTh MU IMOANPLIrMBaTh. Bee 310 GB110 OYEeHB
BOJIHYIOLLIE.

— Ax, Ixyauan! I[o yero ke IPHUATHO CHOBA
yBUJETh Bac 060Mx! — BOCKJMKHYyJa AHH, OOHUMAasA
rnooyepegHo CBOMX GpaTheB. THMOTH MOANPBHITHYJ K
o6oux su3Hyn. OH 6b11 BHe cebs ot paxoctu. Tenepn
BOKPYI* HEro ONnsATh GBIIM BCE AETH, KOTOPBIX OH TaK
JI00MJI.

Tpoe pebaT u cobaKa, CYACTIMBEIE, CTOAJHM pPA-
OBILIKOM M IOBODHJIM BCE OJHOBPEMEHHO, IIOKa HO-
CHUJIBIIMK BBIHOCMJI M3 BaroHa ux 6Oaraxx. Bapyr
Ann scniomuuiaa o kopak. OHa orasgenach BOK-
pyr. IIleBoukH Hurge He GbIJIO BUAHO, XOTA OHA MpH-
111714 HA TTIepPOH BMecTe C AHH.

— A rae crapuna Ixopax? — crnpocua xyam-
an. — §I ee Buges, Koraa MaxaJs M3 OKHa.

15



— Omna, HaBepHoOe, NOLILIA Ha3af, K TeJeKKe, —
ckasana AHH. — J[)KyJmaH, CK&KH HOCWIBIIHKY,
4yTOGEI OH IOAHEC BAaLlM 4YeMOAAHHI K noBo3ke. Ilo-
uutu!l Hago HadiTu Ixopax.

Jl>xopmk croAna BO3Jie IIOHM, IIOJIOKHMB DYKH
eMy Ha rojiopy. AHH noaymaja npo cebsa, 4To BUJ Y
Hee JOBOJBHO MpAYHbIN. MaJlbuyMKM IOAOLUIM K
Hei.

— 3noposo, Ixopax, crapuHal — BOCKJIMKHYJI
Jxkynuan u obHan ee. To ke camoe mpoaenan M
Hux.

— B uem geno? — cnpocnna AHH, yAUBJIEHHAA
BHe3anHbIM MoJsyanueMm J[xopmk.

— Hymalo, — ckaaan ¢ yasiGkoit Jxyanan, —
yto Jl)xopax nokasanoch, GyATO Ha Hee Ha obpalua-
10T BHnMaHua. Cmemnnas o1, munan J»xopaxunal

— He naswiBait MmeHna J[yKopayxkuHO! — APOCTHO
BBIKPDMKHYJIA AeBYYIUKAa. MaJb4yUKHM pacCMeAInCh.

— Aral 910, 6e3 COMHEHUA, NMPEKHUM HEHCTO-
BhIN crapuHa [xopmk, — cka3an Ik u Apy»KecKHu
XJIOMMHYJ AeBOYKY mo redy. — Ax, J[Kopmx, xo
Yero e IPHUATHO CHOBA ¢ Toboi ysuaernscsal Twl mo-
MHHIIb Hallli M3YMMTEJbHBIE IPUKJIOYEHUA NpOo-
LLIIBIM JieToM?

JI>KOopAXK mNOYYBCTBOBAJa, KAakK OLIyIleHHne
HeJIOBKOCTH ee octasiaser. Korma oHa ysupena,
¢ KakKoif pajoCcThI0 MAaJbYMKH IPHUBETCTBYIOT
CBOIO MJIAAIUYIO CECTPHMYKY, OHA M BIIPAMB OLLY-
Tuna ceba aumHeit. Ho Ha xyauana n [Iuka
HEeBO3MOXHO ObvlI0 gmoaro cepaurscA. OHM mno-
NpocTy He AonycTUaH Obl, YTOOBI KTO-TO YYyBCT-
BoBan ce0A O0OOMAEHHBIM, HMCOBLITHBIBAJ HEJOB-
KOCTb HJM AYJCAH.

YetBepo pebaruuiek 3abpaaucs B nmoBo3ky. Ho-
cubIIMK 3a0pocus Tyna ABa YeMOAAHa, MJA KOTO-

PbIX eaBa HaIlJIOCh MECTO. Tumoru CHaeJ-Ha HeMO-
PSR
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faHaX, OTYAAHHO BWIAA XBOCTOM H BEICYHYB S3BIK,
TaK KaK OH ITPOCTO 3aABIXAJICA OT BOCTOPra.

— Bam, neBoukKH, NOBE3JIO, YTO BRI CMOIJVIM
B3aTh TUMa ¢ coboif B ukoxy, — ckasan J{uk, jgac-
KOBO MOXJIONLIBAA IpOMajgHOro nca. — B Hawuei
IIKOJIe AePIKATH KMBOTHRIX He pasperaerca. aa
pebaT, KoTopele JIOGAT J1060e dKHUBOE CYLLECTBO, 3TO
O4YeHb THMKEJIO.

— Tomncon Maiinop nepwxan y ce6a 6esbIx MbI-
meit, — nepe6wa IKynauaH, — HO B OAMH IIpeKpac-
HBII JIeHb OHM cOeXXasH M MOIAJHCh Ha Iia3a CecT-
pe-xo3sfiiKe, BLICKOYMB Ha Hee M3-3a Yria B KOPHAO-
pe. OT ee Bu3ra 4yTh AOM He PYXHYJ.

HeBouxku paccmesauck. Korga MaabuHKH npues-
JKaJM JOMOI, y HuMX Bcerga ObL1 Leablif BOpox
CMELIHbIX MCTODHIA.

— A KenHeau pa3sBOOHT YJHTOK, — CKasal
IOuk. — Bbl, HaBepHOe, 3HAeTe, YTO YJIUTKH 3MMOil
crat, Ho KenHeau aepskas CBOMX YJMTOK B CJIMIL-
KoM TenJioM mecte. OHM BBEINOJ3JIH M3 CBOE KOpO6-
KM ¥ B300pasuCh HA CTeHBI. Bhl GBI CABIILIANIH, KAK
MBI XOXOTA&JIH, KOTJa YYHTeNb reorpadmm nompocui
Tomnicona noxkasarh Ha Kapre KeilntayH m oxkasa-
JIOCh, YTO OAHA M3 YJHTOK CHMAHUT KaK pa3 Ha 3TOM
caMOM MecCTe.

Bce cHoBa paccmesinchk. Kak xoporo 6sL10 CHO-
Ba 6b1Th Bcem Bmecte! Ilo Bo3apacTy oHM OuyeHb MOA-
xomuau apyr K apyry: Jxyamany O6wuio 12,
Mxopax m Juky — 11, a Aun — 10 ner. Bnepeau
HX AT KaHUKYJIsl U Poxaectso. HeyauBurens-
HO, YTO OHH roToBhl GBLIM cMeAThCA JI00OM, Aake
caMoif rIynoit 1myTkKe.

ITonn pe3Boii peichI0 Gexkal no gopore.

— Kak xopouo, 4yTo mMaMa nonpasjAeTca, —
ckasan Hduk. — JomxeH mpuaHaTscd, s Gbla pas-

j exapoBai, yauap, YIQ Mbl HE CMOXKEM I0eXaTh AO0-
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moii. MHe Tak xoTeinochk yBHAETH «BoiiieGHyIo
namny Anagaunas u uupk! U Bce-raku odeHb npu-
ATHO CHOBa ouyTuThcAa B KuppuH-korremxe. Kax
Ob1710 GBI 30POBO, €CJIM OBl HA HAILy ROJIO BBIMTAJIH
HOBBIE YBJIEKaTelbHbIe NPUKJIIOYeHual BnpoueMm, Ha
3TOT pa3 HaZeATbCA Ha 4YTO-HUOYAb momo0OHOe He
MPHUXOLUTCA.

— TyT ecTh OAHA 3aKABHIKA C HALUKMH Ka-
HUKyJaMu, — 3ametua xyaman. — S umero
B BHAY peneTutopa. I'OBOpDAT, OH HaAM HYXKeH
noToMy, 4To Mbl ¢ JIHKOM B 3Ty 4YeTBepTh IPO-
NyCTHUJM MHOrO 3aHATUIl, a JIeTOM HaM TIpena-
CTOAT Cepbe3Hble 3K3aMEHBI.

— Ila, — samerunna AuH. — HHTepecHO, 4YTO
ato Oyxer 3a yenosexk. Haneioch, OH OKaXKeTCA ClaB-
HeiIM ManabsiM. aga KseHTuH momxeH mnoaoOparts
ero AJIA HacC CerogHAd.

Jxkynuan n [IUK CKOpYMIM rpuMacy H neper.rm-
HyJuch. OHU OBITH yBEpeHEl, YTO JI1060i perneTuTop,
BuIOpaHHbI ganeit KBeHTHHOM, GyaeT KeM yrogso,
TOJILKO He CJaBHbIM MaJbIM. B npencrasieHuu ns-
an KBeHTHHa pemeTHTOD HOJKeH OBITH CTpPOTMM,
MpadyHbIM M ycrpawaouium. Hy uudyerol On asurca
He paHbllle YeM yepe3 AeHb-ABa. U BApDYTr na U B ca-
MOM JAejie OH OKa)XeTca CBOMM napHem! Mansumku
NpUOGOAPHINCh U CTAIM TEepeOMTh T'YCTYIO LIEPCTh
Tumorn. Ilec menan BHA, YTO PBIYMT M KyCaeTcs.
Emy-To Heuero ObLIO BOJHOBATBCA M3-3a KaKOro-TO
perterutopa. CuactTausuuk Tumorul

Haxouen npu6simn B Kuppuu-korremx. Manb-
YNKH ObIM MCKDeHHe paabl BHUJETh CBOIO TeTI0 U
WUCIIBITAIM HEKOTOpoe objJeryeHne, KOraa oHa cxaasa-
Jia, YTO OAAA ellie He BEPHYJICA.

— OH no1en BCTPETHUTHCA C ABYMA HJIH TpeMs
JIOABMHM, KOTOPBbIE€ OTKJIMKHYJHNCh HA OOBABJIEHHE O
perieTuTOpe, — CKasasna oHa. — OH CKOpO BepHeTcs.
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— Mama, a a TOXxKe JO/HKHA 3aHUMATLCA BO Bpe-
mAa kKaHukya? — crnpocuna Jxkopax. Eit Huuero
elle He rOBOPWJIM Ha 3TOT CYeT, H OHA OYeHb XoTeja
OCKOpee BCe pa3y3HAaTh.

— Ha, Ixopmx, — orBernia eit mama. — Orelr
BUJEJI TBOM OTMETKH, U XOTS OHH He TaKue YK ILJIO-
XHe, a OTJIMYHBIX OTMETOK MBI, KOHEYHO, HE OXKH-
IajM, BCe-TAKH OHM IIOKA3LIBAIOT, YTO AJIA CBOEro
BO3pacTa Thl KO€ B 4eM oTrcraellb. JlonoJHuTeabHEIe
3aHATHA NOoAYT Tebe HA MOJBL3Y.

Jxopmx Hacynuiaack. OHa oKuaana, 4TO Tak M
6yzeT, HO Bce-TaKH 3TO GbLIO HEMPHATHO.

— OnHoit AHH He mpuAercs 3aHUMAThLCA, —
CKasaJja OHa.

— Her, a Toxe 6yay HEeMHOro 3aHHMATECA, —
nooGewmana AHH. — Moker GbITh, A He GyRYy NIpUCYT-
CTBOBATh Ha BCeX ypokax, Il:kopax, Hy, Hanpumep,
€CJIM NIeHb BBIAAJICA OY€Hb XOPOLIMii, HO MHOTrAa —
6yay, IpoOCTO YTOOBI COCTABHUTH BAM KOMITAHMIO.

— Cnacu6o, — orsetnna Ixxopmx. — Ho mo-
JKeIllb He TPYAHUTHCA: cO MHOM Gyaer Tummu.

Mawma I>xopmx OTHecJIach K 3TOMY 3aABJIEHHIO C
COMHEHHEM.

— Hapo y3sHarsp, YTO CKaXXeT Ha 3T0 perneTuTop, —
3aMeTwia OHa.

— Mawmal! Ecan on 3asasuT, uto TuM He MoKer
HaXOAUTBCA CO MHOM B KOMHATe, i PELINTEeJIBHO OT-
Ka3bIBaIOCh 3aHMMATLCA BO BpeMs KaHUKyJl — Ha-
Yajia OHa APOCTHO.

Mawma paccmesnace:

— Jlagno, aaauol OnaTe nepexy HaMH HauUl He-
uCTOBBIN, BenbLIbYMBBIA Jxkopmx! Berure, masb-
4YMKH, BBIMOHTE PYKH, IpHYelInTeCh. Bhl, roxoxxe,
cobpasi BCIO CaXKy Ha »KeJIe3HOM aopore.

Hetn m Tumoru mnouwinm Hasepx. Kak Becesno
onATh ObiTh BnArepom! OHM Bceraa cuuraau Tumoru
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PaBHOIIPABHBIM 4JIEHOM cBoeif KommaHuH. Ilec mo-
BCIOAY XOAMJ BMeCTe C HUMH M, IPABO Xe, Kasa-
JIOCh, TIOHHMMAJ BCE, YTO OHHM IOBOPAT, A0 €AMHOIO
cJIOBA.

— HHTepecHO, KaKoro yuyuteas BeIGepeT asans
KBentuH, — ckaszan [IuK, BRIYMIIAA I'DA3L H3-TIOX
Horreil. — XoTh Gbl OH HAHAJM MOAXOLALIEIO YeJo-
BeKa — BeCeJIoro, KOMIMAaHeicKoro, KoTopslit 661 mo-
HUMAJI, YTO 3aHATHUA BO BpeMs KAHMUKYJ — OTBpa-
TUTEAbHAA LITYKA, U cTapaJica 6bl 3aT0 B HeyuyeGHOe
BpeMsA BecTH cebA Kak no0perit maneiii. HasepHoe,
HaM NPUAETCA TPYAUTBCA KaXKA0e YTpo.

— TIloropanausaiitecs! I xouy yaio, — ckKasan
Jxyauan. — Jluk, nomnu BHu3. IIpo penmeruropa
MBI CKOpPO BCE Y3HaeM.

OHM cnyCTHIMCL BHU3 BCEe BMECTEe M Paccejuch 3a
cronom. Kyxapka II)koyaHHa HamnekJa rpyay BOC-
XUTUTEJbHBIX OyJIO4eK M, KpoMe TOro, — OTrpOM-
Hb1it Topr. Koraa yersepo peGAT MOKOHYMJIM C e1oit,
oT GyJIOUEK H TOPTA MAJO YTO OCTAJIOCH.

Jana KBeHTHH BEepHYJCA B TOT CaMbIifi MOMEHT,
KOrzxa OHM 3axKaHumBaau ectb. OH, HO-BUAMMOMY,
6uL1 moBosieH coGoit. IIo3nopoBaBIIMCE ¢ MaJIbYMKA-
MH, OH OCBEAOMMJICA, KAK ITPOLIJA IOCAEeAHAA YeT-
BepThb B LIIKOJIE.

— Jana KBeHTuH, BBl HaHAJM perieTuTopa? —
cnpocusia AHH, BUJs, YTO BCEM He TePIIUTCA Y3HATh
HMEHHO 3TO.

— Ax nal Hauan, — orserun aaasa. OH cen 3a
ctoa, 1 Teta PaHHU Hauaa emy 4dalo. — f nmobece-
JA0BaJI C TpeMA TpeTeHAeHTaMH M IIOUTH YXKe O0ro-
BOPMJICA C OAHMM M3 HHUX, KOrja B KOMHATy BOLUEJ
ele OAMH MOJIOAOM dYesIoBeK, OYeHb CIEeLLIMBLIMIA.
OH ckasaj, YTO TOJBKO YTO yBHJAEJ OOBABJIEHME U
HAaJeeTcH, UTO elle He Oro3al.

— U BoI BIGpanu ero? — cnpocus JIux.
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— Ja, — otsernn aaga. — OH mpou3asen Ha
MEeHA BIIeYaTJIeHHe BeChMa 3APaBOMBICJIALIETO YeJIO-
BeKa. BBIACHHUJIOCH, YTO OH 3HAET Aa)Ke PO MEHA U
npo Moo pa6ory. ¥ oH npeacTaBniI OTJIHYHBIE DEKO-
MeHOallnH.

— ITo-moemy, merssM Bce 3TH NOAPOGHOCTH COBEP-
IIEHHO HH K 4eMy, — npobypuyana tera PaHHHU. —
Hy Tak Kax, ThI IIPHIVIACKJI €ro IpuexaTh K Ham?

— O na, — ckasan nana Ksentun. — On He-
MHOKKO CTapllle APYTMX IperiogaBaTteieif, ¢ KOTO-
peIiMH A GecemoBas, — Te OBLIN COBCEM MOJIOAbIE I1a-
PeHBKH. A 3TOT NMPOM3BOAHUT BIeYaTJEHHE YeJIOBeKa
OTBETCTBEHHOro M ymHoro. 1 ysepeH, PaHHM, OH
tebe noupasutca. OH npugeTcsa y Hac Ko asopy. Hy-
Malo, A ¢ YAOBOJLCTBMEM Oyay MHOrga ro Beyepam C
HUM OeceqoBaTh.

Y nereit HEeBOJBLHO BO3HHMKJIA MBICJb, YTO JIMY-
HOCTh peneTuTOpa BHymiaer tpesory. Hana KseH-
THH yJAbIGHYJICA, BUAA NOMpPaYHEBLINE JUYHUKH pe-
GATHLIEK.

— Bawm nonpasutca mucrep Ponana, — ckasan
oH. — OH ymeer ofpawiaThCA C IOHLIAMHM M 3HAET,
YTO eMy Haj0 ObITh O4EeHb TBEPALIM M IPOCJEAUTH
3a TeM, 4YTOObl K KOHILy KAHHKYJ Bbl 3HAJH YYTh
Gosiblile, YeM B Hadase.

OTH CJI0BAa BCTPEBOXKHIAM pebAT ewue GoJaslue.
Onu BceM cepaueM »xeJjanu, 4toObl BeIGOpD pereTH-
Topa B3ssa Ha ceba Tera PaHHH, a He AAAA KBeH-
THH.

— Korzaa on nosasurca? — cnpocuaa Jlxopmx.

— 3aBTpa, — OTBETHJI ei1 oTenl. — Bhl Bce Mo-
JKeTe OTNIPAaBHUTHLCA HA CTAHLMIO BCTpeYaTh ero. Emy
aro 6yaeT MPUATHO.

— Jla, HO MBI cofGMpasuch noexaTs Ha aBTofyce
3a nmokynkamMu K PoxxaecTBy, — Boadpasua Ixyau-
‘aH, 3aMeTUB PAa304yapoBaHHOE JHULO AHH.
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— Her, Her, BrI 00A3aTeJIBHO AOMXKHBI II0€XaTh
BcTpeTuTh MucTepa Ponanaa, — ckasan gana Keen-
TuH. — 5 eMy ckasan, 4uTO BHI ero Bcrperure. U Bor
4YTO, 3allIOMHHMTE-Ka BCE YeTBepo: BeauTe cebA ¢ HUM
Kax nogobaet! Bel JOJKHEI AeJaTh BCe, YTO OH BaM
BEJIUT, M BaM HaJO0 yCEepAHO C HUM 3aHHMATLCA, II0-
TOMY 4YTO Balll OTel] IUIATUT O4eHb GoJbLINe JeHBI'H
3a ero ypoku. f 3ansady Tperb CyMMBI, IIOTOMY 4YTO
X04y, 4ToOBl OH M J[DKOpA’K HEMHOro IogHaTacKall.
Tak uro, J>KOpPAK, THI AOJOKHA CTAPATHCA K30 BCEX
CcHII.

— A nonpobywo, — ckasana »kopmxk. —
Ecau oH cumMnaTuuHbIil, A 6yay crapaTeCca H30
BCEX CHUJI.

— Tw 6yaemrs cTapaTbCA HE3aBHCHMO OT
TOro, HaWAemlb JH Thl €ro CMMIATHYHBIM HJIH
HeT, — CKa3aJ eil oTel, CePpAMTO XMYDPACh., —
On npueaxaer noeagom 10.30. ByanTe Ha cran-
MM BOBpeMs.

Beuepom, Korga Bce mATEpO OCTAJINCH HA MHHYT-
Ky oguu, IIuk ckasan:

— $1 oyeHB HaAEIOCH, YTO OH OKAaYETCA He
canmkKoMm crporuMm. Ecam KTo-To Bce Bpemsa Oy-
JAeT CTOATHh y HAC HAA AYLIOH, KAHUKYJBI OyayT
ucropuyeHsl. Hazeioch Takxe, YTO OH IOJIOOHUT
Tumorn.

JIXKODIK TYT 2Ke BCKUHYJA IOJIOBY.

— ITomobur Tumoru? — mepecrnpocuaa oHa. —
Hy xoHeuHO ke, oH noaobur Tumoru. Pazse Moik-
HO ero He MoJIoGHUTL?

— Buauwms au, — Bo3pasua IIuk, — npo-
IIJILIM JIETOM TBOM OTell He. MPOABJIAJX 0C000ii
a6 K Tumoru. MHe He MOHATHO, KAK MH-
agra THMOTH MOXeT KOMY-TO He HPAaBMThCA, HO
3Haewmsb, J[)KOpAXK, eCcTh JIOAM, KOTOPEIE HE JIO-
6AT cobaxk.
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— Ecau mucrep Ponang HeBamobunr TumorH, s
HUYEro He CTaHy J/JIA Hero Jeiarb, — CKasaaa
xopax. — Huueromensknl

— OnATh OHA NpHUILJIA B HEMCTOBCTBO, — BOCK-
JUKHYJ co cmexoM J[uk. — Mory nokaacTeca, 4ro,
eCJIH TOJBKO MucTep PosaHa mocMeeT HeB3MIOOUTH
Haizero THMOTH, TyT TaKOe HAYHETCA — MCKPHI IIO-
aerart!



TJIABA TPETHSA
PeneTnrop

Ha cuneanyioliee yTpo BBITJIAHYJO COJIHIIE, MOP-
CKOIl TyMaH, BHCEBILUHII HaJ TIOJOBOI IIOCJIeLHUE
aBa QHA, paccesyicd, U y Bbixoxa u3 Kuppunckoit
GyXTBI CTAT OTYETJIHUBO BHAeH ocTpoB Kuppun. letn
JKaaHO CMOTpPEJM Ha pPas3pylIeHHbI 3aMOK, BBICHB-
IHiicA Ha HeM.

— Kak 6B1 MHe xoresoch, 4TOGBI MBI MOTJIH
NPOHHUKHYTh B 3aMOK, — cKasan JIuk. — Jlkopmx,
MOpe KasKeTcsa JOBOJBHO CIIOKOMHBIM.

— OKos0 ocTpOoBa O4YeHb CHJIBHOE BOJIHEHHEe, —
Boapaauna J[xopmx. — B 310 Bpemsa roxa Tak Bceraa
6s1Baer. I 3aHalo, 4TO MaMa Hac He IIYCTHUT.

— OTO0 Takoif 3aMevyaTeJbHbIl OCTPOB, ¥ OH BECh
npuHaanexur Ham! — BOCKJIMKHyJaa AHH. — Tl
BeAb roBOpHJA, NMOMHHIUBL, J[)KOpAK, uTO Oynelus
BCErja CUHTAaTh HAac COBJIAJEeIbLaMH.

— [Ha, rosopiia, — moareepauwia xopmx. — U
He cobupaloch OTKAa3bIBATHCA OT CBOMX CJOB. M=l
BCEeM, BKJIOYasd M IOA3eMeJbe 3aMKa, Oyaem
Baaxete coobma. Hy, momau, Haao samparaTs
TeJIe)KKY, a4 TO He yCIeeM BCTPETHTh MOoe3la, ecJau
Heabli AeHb OyaeM CTOATH TYT M rJa3eTh Ha OCT-
pOB.

OHM BBIBEJH MOHM, BHIKATHJH ITIOBO3KY M OTIIpa-
BHJINCH B IIYTH 110 TBEPAOI1 OT Mopo3a aopore. Korna
OHM IOBEPHYJIH NpoYb OT Gepera, MO HaNpPaBJIEHHUIO
K cTaHuuM, ocrpoB KHMppDHH CKDBLICA M3 BHAY 3a
yTecaMHu. _

— A uT0, B JaBHHE BpeMeHa BCA 3Ta 3eMJIA BOK-
pyr npuHagIexana saueit cemse? — cripocus Jxy-
JIHaH.
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— Ha, Bca, — orBernaa xopax. — Te-
neps MBI He BJageeM HHYEeM, KpOMe OCTpOBa
Kunppux, Haurero co6CTBEHHOTO JOMA M BOH TO#
depmbel — Buaure Braaun? OnHa HassIBaeTca
depma Kuppun. — JlKopaix ykKasaaa KHYTOM,
Kyaa cMoTperhb. lleTM yBHIeNIHM KpacHBBbIif cTa-
peIit epMepCKHit OOM, CTOALUMH# NOBOJBHO AAa-
JIeKO Ha XOJIMe, KOTOPBIil BBICHJICA HAA IOpPOC-
IUKM BEpPeCKOM BBLITOHOM.

— A xro Tam xuser? — cnpocwun JKyauaH.

— Oaun crapsiit hepmep C KeHOH, — OTBe-
tnaa xopaxk. — OHM oueHb MeHA GajgoBanau,
Kkorza s Omniia nomeHbumie. EcaM XoTuTe, MbI
Kak-Hu0yap Tyaa cxoguMm. Mama ropopuTt, 4TO
OHH Yy¥Ke He MOTyT NOJy4YaThb AOXOA OT GepMbI,
a MO3TOMY JIETOM NycKaloT K cefe KBapTHpaH-
TOB, TIPHE3XKAIOUIMX OTHAOXHYTH.

— IIpucaymaiirecs-xkal 9TO mnoe3x ryauT B
TOHHeJIe, — BOCKJHKHYJa BApPyr IkyiauaH. —
Hxopmx, pagu 6Gora moToponmMch, HE TO MbI
onoaxaem!

Yersepo zereit ¥ THMOTH CMOTpEIHM Ha O3,
BBIEXABIIMH M3 TOHHEJA M NPUOIMIKABIUMICA K
cranuuu. IToun Muanca Bo BCio npsiTh. OHM ycneior
Kak pa3 BOBpeMd.

— Kro mnoiizer Ha neppoH BCTpeyaTh ero? —
copocuna J[XKOpPAXK, KOraa OHM BBexXaad B HeboJb-
1LIOM CTAHLMOHHBIN ABOPUK. — I He molixy: MHe Ha-
no nnpurasgers 3a Tumom u 3a nouwn.

— A s He xouy naTu, — 3aasuna AuH. — §f oc-
TaHycs ¢ Jlxxopmx.

— Hy u4T0o X, B TakoM cayuyae HaaAO0 HMATH
HaM, — ckKasdana J[)kyniuaH, u oHH ¢ JJMUKOM BBI-
NPBITHYJAHM M3 MNOBO3KHM. Mainsumku BuiGexxanu
Ha MEepPpPOH B TOT CaMbIii MOMEHT, KOrja BoO3Jje
HEro OCTAHOBHJICA TMNOe3..
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Hapoay m3 Baronos Beimujgo majo. C Tpyaom
COoLJIA CO CTYINEHEK KAaKafg-TO XEHLIMHA C KOp-
3uHoii. JIerko COCKOYMJ MOJIOAOM 4YeJOBEK M
mouIeJ, HaCBMCTHIBafA, — 3TO GbIJ CHIH AepeBeH-
ckoro nexapa. C Tpyaom courean Kako#-To cra-
puk. Hu oamH M3 HuUX ABHO He Obla MX peme-
THTOPOM.

Ho BOT M3 roNIoBHOrO BaroHa BBILIEJ JOBOJILHO
cTpaHHOro Buja MyX4yuHa. OH GBLT MaJIeHBKOrO po-
cTa, IUIOTHBINA, ¢ GOpOAOIl KaK y MOPCKONO BOJIKA.
Tnasa y Hero GbUIH IPOH3MTEJBLHO roayboro usera,
a B I'yCTBIX BoJocax moGieckuBaya ceguHa. OH or-
JsgeN TePPOH M3 KOHIIA B KOHELl, 4 3aTeM MOAO3BaJI
HOCHMJIBILIMKA.

— 910, HaBepHOe, U ecTb Mucrep Poaanng, —
ckasan JDxynuan Ouky. — Ilownu, cripocum ero.
9TO ABHO OH, ¥ HUKTO APYIOii.

Mansyuky noaowau K 6opogaTroMy MyKYHHE.

— Cap, BBl cayuaitHo He mucrep Pomanx? —
canpocun Jxyauas.

— OH camsbIiif, — OTBe4yas ToT. — A BBI, HaBep-
Hoe, lxxyaunan n [Iux?

— Jla, c3p, — OTBETHJIM MaJb4YMKH B OQHUH IO-
Jaoc. — MbI npuexanu ¢ NMOBO3KO#t, 4ToOBI 3abpaTh
Bau Garak.

— Bor kak? IIpekpacuol — ckasan mucrep Po-
aaun. OH ornAaAen MaTbYHKOB C T'OJIOBBI IO HOT CBO-
MMM rosyObIMH rjasamu ¥ yasibHyjcA. xyanany
u J[MKy OH NOHpPABWJICA: IIOXO0XKe, Pa3yMHBIIl U Be-
CeJIBIii YesIoBeK.

— A of6e nxeBOoYKHM ToOxKe 3aech? — oOCBeIO-
muica mucrtep Ponauna, waraa nmo neppoHy. Ba-
ra)X ero Be3 CJIeJOBABUIMI 3a HUMM HOCHJb-
UIHK.

— Ha, xxopmx ¥ AHH OCTANHCH CHApYIKH,
OKOJIO MOBO3KH, — cKasaa Ixyauan.
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— xopmsk 1 AHH? — 03aZa4eHHO TOBTOPHJI

Ponana. — f gyman, 4TO OoCTanbHBIE — AEBOYKH,
11pO TPEeTHEr0 MAJIBYMKA A He 3HAJ.
— Ha Her, J>Kopmx — AaeBOYKa, — CKasai

cmesick [luk. — Ee nHacroamee mma — JKopmxu-
Ha.

— OueHp KpacuBoe MMA, — 3aMETHJ MMCTEp
Ponanpg.

— JI>KOpIaK TaK He cuuTaer, — Bo3pasma xy-
nuaH. — OHa He or3biBaerca Ha mma JKopmKuHAa.

Jlyuire HassiBaTh ee I)xopmx, capl

— Bot xak? — oTkaukHyJaca muctep Posaanp
JIOBOJIBHO XOJIOXHBIM TOHOM. J[3KyJIMaH B3rjaAHYJ
Ha Hero. «He Taxkoil y)K OH MHJIBIH, KAKHM KaXXeT-

cA», — MOZYMAJ MaJb4YHK.
— Tum TOXKe TaM, ¢ HUMH, — cKa3aa Jluk.
— O! A TuMm — MaJBYMK HJIH AeBOoYKa? —

cripocun muctep Posana onacauso.
— 310 — nec, c3pl — ¢ yasI6bKoit orserun [uK.
Mucrep Posnana, kasamoch, 661 BKOHeLl 03ajaa-
YeH.

— Ilec? — noBTopua oH. — 51 He 3HAJ, YTO B
noMe ecTh cobaka. Bamn gags MHe HH4Yero npo coba-
Ky He rOBOpHJI.

— Heyxean Bbl He mgiobute cobak, cap? —
yAUBJEHHO cnipocua JKynauaH.

— He m106a10, — KpaTko orseTua mucrep Po-
naHx. — Brpouem, Baina cobaka He Gyxer MHe AO-
KyyaTts. IIpuMBer, npumBeT — BOT M JEBUYYILUKH.
3npascrByiiTel

J>KopaK He OYeHb MOHPABWIOCH, YTO €€ Ha3BaJM
neBuyIIKoil. Bo-mepBbIX, OHa TepreTh He MOrJa,
yTOOBI C HEil pa3roBapMBaJIM KaK C MAJIEHBbKOM, a
BO-BTOPBIX, €M BCErxa XOTeJoCh, YTOOBI €e TNPHHH-
manu 3a maasunmka. Ona nporsanyiaa mucrepy Po-
JIAHAY PYKY, He NMpOH3HECA B OTBET HM CJIoBa. AHH
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emy yawsibHysacsk, 1 Muctep Porana mogyman npo
ce6a, 4TO OHAa HAMHOrO CHMMIIaTHYHee ADPYroil ae-
BOYKH.

— Tuml! Ilosnoposaiica ¢ mucrepom Ponmangom, —
ckaszan Jxymman, obpamasceh K Tumorn. 910 GbLI
OoXMH M3 Jgyymnx HomepoB Tuma. OH ymen oueHb
Y4THBO IOAABATH CBOKO Npasylo Jarry. Mucrep Po-
JaHAx norasaen Ha Goaeluyulero nca, 1 Tum orse-
THJI eMy B3IJIAZIOM, & 3aTeM O4YEeHb MEIJIEHHO M Je-
MOHCTPATHBHO IIOBEpHYJCA K Muctepy Ponanay
cnuHOi M 3abpanca B noBo3Ky. OOBIYHO OH cpa3sy
e MojaBsas Jany, Koraa eMy BeJejlH, TaK 4YTO AeTH
CMOTPEeJM Ha Hero C yAUBJEHHEM.

— Tumoru! Yro Ha TebA HauUI0? — BOCKJHMK-
Hya IInk. TUM onycTHa yIUH M He ABHHYJCA C
MecrTa.

— BmI eMy He HpaBHTeCh, — CKasajna J[>kopmx,
raagsa B raasa Mucrepy Pomanay. — 910 OYeHb
crpaHHOo. OGBIYHO OH PACIIOJIOXKEH K JioaaM. Brpo-
yeM, MOXKeT GuITh, BBl He aiobute cobax?

— Jla, o npaBae cKkasars, He JI00dI0, — MPH-
3Hasnca mucrep Ponana. — B percTBe MeHA CHJBHO
HCKYCAaJI e, U ¢ TeX Mop A HUKOraa He YYBCTBOBAJ K
cobaxam ocoboro pacrnonoxkennsa. Ho xymalo, uro co
BpemMeHeM TuM cTaHeT XOpOILLIO KO MHE OTHOCHUTHCH.

Bce 3afpannce B rOBO3KY, €ABA YMECTHBLINCH B
Heil. THMOTH IIOrJAAABIBAT HA JOABLKKH MHCTEpa
Posanga ¢ TakuM BhIpaKeHHEM Ha MopAe, KOTopoe
NOKAa3kIBAJIO, YTO OH He INPOYb UX YKYCHTh. YBHIEB
310, AHH paccMesJach.

— Tum Beger ceba cTpaHHO, — CKa3aJjia OHa. —
Xopo1o, 4TO BEI HE €ro IpHexaju Y4YUTh, MHCTEp
Ponaugl — Ona yapibHyaachs peneTuTopy, M TOT
yabIGHYJICA B OTBeT, OOHAXXHB OuYeHb Gesible 3yObl.
T'nasa y Hero 6bLIM TaKHe JKe APKO-roay0Oble, KaK y

Ixopmk.
28



AHH OH noHpasmJcA. B nyTH OH mIyTHI ¢ MaJIB-
YUKAMH, U OHM ofa HaYaJu AyMaTh, YTO B AEMCTBH-
TeJLHOCTH BRIGOD AAxu KBeHTHHA OKasajicsa He Tak
YK ILJIOX.

Oana ToabKO KOpAK HHYEro He roBOpHJA.
OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO PENEeTHUTOP HENPNA3HEH-
HO oTHocutcAa K Tumoru, a J)opmx He wmor
HPABHUTHLCA TOT, KTO He NPOHHKAJCA CHMIIATHEe
k Tumotru ¢ népsoro B3raaza. Eif Takxe moka-
3aJI0Ch OYeHb CTPAHHBIM, 4YTO0 THM He moXxejan
no3aopoBaThcA ¢ yuureaem. «OH mec yMHBIK, —
pasmeiuaaga oHa. — OH 3HaeT, YTO MHCTEpY
PonaHay OH He HpDABUTCH, & [IOTOMY H HE XOYeT
o0MEeHATHCA ¢ HUM pykomoxkatueMm. SI tebsa 1o-
HHMAI0, aoporoit Mmoit Tum, a 6ul TOXe He cTaja
JATb PDYKY TOMY, KOMY s He HPABJIOCh!s

IIo npueane mucrepa Posranaa nmpoBOAHJIM B €ro
KoMHAaTy. Tera DaHHM CITyCTHJIACH BHU3 M oOpaTH-
Jach K JEeTAM:

— Hy-c, oM npou3BOAXUT OYEHb NMPUATHOE BIIE-
YaTJeHne — JOBOJBLHO MOJIOAOM, BeCeJnli.

— Mononoit?! — BockaukHya Ikyaunan. — a
OH Y2KacHO craphlii. EMy KaK MMHHMYM COpOKI!

Tera PaHHN paccMenach:

— On BaMm Kaxxerca TakuMm crapuiM? Hy uro K,
cTap OH WIM HeT, a A yBepeHa, 4To OH GyaeT ouyeHs
XOpouIo ¢ BaMy ofpaliaTecs.

— Tera Panuu, MBI BeAb He HAYHEM 3aHUMATh-
ca 10 XoHua Poskaecrsa? — C TpeBoroit B roJoce
cripocua Jxyaunax.

— Koneuno, Haunere!l — orsermwna ta. — Jlo
PoxxaecTBa ele NnouTH uenas Heaensa — Y He AY-
MaeTe JH BhI, YTO MBI nIpuraacuiau mucrepa PonaH-
na npuexaTth, 4ToOBl X0 KOHuA PojkaecTBa HHYEro
He penartsb?

PeGATHILIKH rOpecTHO 38CTOHAJM.
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— M=u1 cobupasnchk IMpOU3BECTH KoOe-KaKue Io-
Kynku K PoxxaecTsy, — ckasana AHH.

— Hy u 4TO0 Xe, BbI CMOXKETe 3TUM 3aHATHLCA BO
BTOPO# MOJIOBMHE AHA, — OTBeTHJA TeTa PaHHU, —
Br1 Gyaere yYHTBCA TOJBKO YTpPOM, IIO TPH daca.
Huxkomy u3 Bac 310 He NPHYMHHUT HHM MaJeilero
Bpenal

B 31OoT MOMEHT BHH3 COlUeN YYHTENb, M TETA
@aHHM NoBeJa €ro NosuaaTeca ¢ aAAxeir KseHTH-
HOM. Yepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMA OHA BepHyJach C
O4YeHb JOBOJBHBIM BHAOM.

— Mucrep Posana coctaBUT XOpOLyi0o KoMmna-
HUIO Balemy aage, — coobiumwaa oHa Jxyauany. —
Mue Kaxxercs, oHH noaaaat. Mucrep Ponana, no-su-
A¥YMOMY, XOpoILIO pa3bHupaerca B TOM, Hax 4yeMm pabo-
TaeT Balll AALA.

— B TakoMm ciayuyae MOMCHO HAXEATHCA, YTO OH Oy-
JeT NpOBOAUTH GONBIIYIO YACTh BPEMEHHM C HHUM, —
THXOHBKO cKasana J[3Kopax.

— ITowm morynsem, — nossan Juk. — JleHs
Taxkoil uypmecHsbliil Ceromda yTpom y Hac He Oyner
YPOKOB, a, Trera Panun?

— Her, KoHeyHO, — OTBeTIIa Ta. — BBl HauHeTe
sasrpa. Ceifuac OTTIpaBAANTECH HA IIPOTYJIKY — Y HAC
BIIepeAM He TAK YK MHONO TAKHX BOT COJIHEYHBIX
el

— Iloitgemte norasaum Ha depmy Kuppuu, —
npegaoxua Hxynnan. — Ha Bux 310 OYeHb» MuIIOE
mecteuko. ITokaxku Ham gopory, IKopmxk.

— Hnet! — oroasanace aeBouka. OHA CBHCTHYJIA
THMOTH, ¥ OH BIOPHIPBDKKY noabexan K Heii. Bee
BIIATEPOM OHM TPOHYJHCH B IIyTh, CHAYAJIA I10 Caf0-
BOM aJuiee, a 3aTeM — 4epe3 BLIMOH 10 HEPOBHOM A0-
pore, KOTopas BeJa K depMe Ha faJIbHEM XOJIME.

Bpectu noa ayyamMu nekaGprCKOro conHua GuLI10
OYeHb MPHUATHO. 3aMep3LIas TPOMMHHKA 3BeHesa 0N
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HX HOramH, a Korru Tuma, peICKaBILIEro Tyaa M Cio-
Jla Ha PafOCTAX, YTO OH ONATH BMECTE CO CBOUMH 4Ye-
TLIDBMA HAPY3bAMH, YAAPAACH O 3eMJIIO, AOBOJILHO
I'POMKO CTYY&JIH.

ITocne moaroro mepexona uyepe3 BBIFOH AETH IIO-
soutu K depmepckomy JOMHKY. CiosKeHHBII U3 Ge-
JIOTO KaMH#A, NMPOYHBIA H KpacCHBBIM, OH CTOSUI HA
CKJIOHe XxoaMa. J[3KOpAK OTKpbLIa BOPOTA M BOLILIA
o nBop. OHa nepxkana Tuma 3a OIIEHHMK, ITIOTOMY
4TO rae-To nobansocty GulaM aBe cobaku, NMPHUHAMA-
Jexasilue epmepam.

Bckope HeBzasieke pasganiuch HIapKaiolye 1a-
ru. IlosBuiacsa crapuk, Koroporo I[KOpaX rpoMKO
IIpUBETCTBOBAJIA:

— 3apascrByiite, muctep Canaepc! Kax noxxu-
paere?

— O! Ta aTo Hukak mononoit muctep xopmx! —
npousHec ¢ yJabIOKoH crapbiif uemoBeK. J[xxopmx
yasiOHyJack B oTBer. Eif HpaBMJIOCh, KOrga BMECTO
«MHCC» €€ HAa3bIBAJIH ¢« MOJIOABIM MUCTEPOM ».

— 3TO MOH KY3eHhl M KY3MHA, — BHEIKDHKHYJIA
Ixxopmx. IloBepHYBILIKCH K CBOUM CITyTHHUKAaM, OHAa
obpacHuna: — OH ryiyxoit, 4yTo6bl OH TebA YCJIBI-
LwIaj, MPUXOAUTCA KPUYATh.

— Mens 3oByT I[’)kyi1naH, — pOMKHM IOJIOCOM
ckasan xynuan. OcTasbHBIE TaKiKe HAa3BaJIM CBOU
umeHa. @epmep YJaAbBIOHYJCA BCEM HM LIMPOKOI
yNBLIOKOIA.

— IloiimemMTe, MO3HAKOMBTECH C XO3AMKOM, —
CKasana OH. — YK Kak oHa obGpaayerca BceM Bam!
Ms1 3naem Mosomoro mucrepa J[xopaxx c¢ Tex rop,
Koraa oHa ObLIa elle MAJTIOTKOM, M MBI 3HAIH ee
MaMmy, Korga ta ObLIa MaJIOTKOI, 3HAJIM MBI M ee
faby1uKy.

— 3HaYuT, BBl OYEHb, OYEHb CTaphIE... — 3aMe-
tuaa AHH.
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@depmMep IMOCMOTPEJ Ha Hee.

— Mou rogs! npu MHe. C A3LIKOM MOMM MBI PO-
BECHMKH, & BOT 3yOBI — T€ YyThb IIOMOJIOMKE: I103Ke
BBIPOCJIM, — CKasaJ oH co cmexom. — Hy, nomwnl

Ouwn BouwutH B GOIBIUYIO TEILUTYIO KYXHIO, I'ie Ma-
JIeHbKaA CTapadA JMKEHIMWHA, HeNoceAluBaA, Kak
KJYLIKa, XJonotaaa no xoasiicrsy. OHa 6bu1a Tax
JKe paja BHIAETh YeTBepPhIX PeGAT, KaK M. ee MYX.

— Bor 210 n1al — BOCKIMKHYJa OoHA. — S yike
CKOJIBKO MeCHALIEB Bac He BHAENa, MOJOAON MuCTEp
Jxopmxk. A casliuana, BBl Ye3)Kaau B IIIKOJY.

— [Ha, aTo npaBaa, — ckasana J>kopmx. — A
Tereps A npuexajia AOMOH Ha KaHMKyJabl. Muccuc
Cannepc, MoxKHO A cnymy Tumorum ¢ mosoxka? S
AyMalo, OH APY>KeJi00HO OTHECeTCA K BaiuuM coba-
KaM, eCJIM OHU OTBETAT eMy TeM JKe.

— Hy KoHe4HO, CNyCTH ero, — OTO3BAJIACH CTa-
pymika. — OH npekpacHO nposefer BpeMs BO ABOpe
¢ Benom 1 Pukku. A 4To 6bI BBI XOTEJIM BBINUTH?
Topauyero monoka? Kaxkao? Kode? ¥V mens ecth cse-
JKHe KOPXKHKM — BYepa TOJBKO Hucnekyaa. f Bsac
MMM yrouny.

— 3Haere, JKeHa Ha 3TOI Hexese yKAacHO 3aHsd-
Ta, Bce BpeMA 4YTO-HUGYAb CTpANaer, — CKAa3aJ cra-
puK (depmep, Korga xo3sAiiKa CyeTJHBO 3aceMeHuIa
B KJIAAOBKY. — ¥ HAC Ha 3T0 POXAECTBO rocTH.

— Toctu? — nepecnpocuna KOpaXK yAUB-
JeHHO, H00 OHa 3Haja, YTO y CTApO# YeThl CBO-
ux aereit He 6bL10. — A KTO K BaM npueakaet?
A nx 3uaio?

— IIBoe xynoxxuukos u3 Jlongonal — orseTna
depmep. — Onu HaM npucjaaan MHUCHMO, B KOTOPOM
CITpaLIMBAIH, MOXKEM JM MBI MX NMPHIOTUTL Ha TPU
HeleJIM BO BPEMA DPOMKIECTBEHCKHUX TIIPa3JHUKOB.
KcraTti, OoHM npeasosKuiaH HaM XOpOLUYIO ILIaTy,
TaK YTO MOA XKEHYILuKa TPYAHUTCHA KakK ITYesKa.
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— Onu cobuparorcs pucoBaTb? — CIIPOCHJ
Jlxxkynuan, KOTOpEIi cunTaia cefa B HEKOTOPOM poae
TOXE XYAOMKHHMKOM. — A MOXHO MHe OyaeT Kak-
nubyap 3ariaAHYTh K HUM M norosoputh? 5 cam He-
110xo pucyo. Moker, OHH MHe YTO-TO IIOJIE3HOe
110COBETYIOT.

— IIpuxoauTre B Joboe BpeMA, KOrga BaM 3axo-
yercss, — ckasana muccuc Cauaepc, IpUroTOBAAA B
GosbiioM KyBiIMHe Kakao. OHa mocTaBWwiIa HA CTOJ
61010 C OYEeHb AINIMEeTUTHLIMM Ha BHUA KODKHKaMH,
M JeTH TaK Ha HUX M Ha6pocWiInCh.

— Mue kaxkercd, IByM XyAOKHHKaM Oyaer no-
BOJIbHO-TAKH OAMHOKO 31€eCh, AAJEKO OT CTOJMUBI,
na PoxnectBo, — 3ameruna Jlxopmx. — A oHu
TYT ¢ KeM-HHGYAb 3HAKOMBI?

— ITo ux caoBaM, y HUX HH eAHHOI AyILLIN 3HA-
KOMBIX, — CKasasa muccuc Cangepc. — Ho xymox-
HUKHM YYAHOM HapoA. Y HaC M paHbllle KOe-KTO M3
HUX ocTaHaBauBajica. IM, Kak BHAHO, HPABHJOCH
6poAXTh B TOJHOM OAMHOYecTBe. 1 yBepeHa, UTO
aTu ABoe 6yAyT OYeHb JOBOJILHLI.

— Ewme 651l Tal g1a HUX CTpANAaeIlb CTOJb-
KO BKYCHBIX Beuueit! — BcraBua ee myx. — Hy
nagHO, MHEe HaAO0 MATH, NPUCMOTPETh 3a OBIA-
mu. Cuactauso ocraBarbca, pebarkul Ilpuxoau-
Te K HaM elle.

OH Bmires. Crapaa muccuc Canpgepc, XJIOIIOTIH-
BO NepeABHMrafach 1o GOJbILOI KyXHe, MPOAOKAIaA
Gonarats ¢ aerbMu. Tumoru B6GeKan M pasjerca Ha
KOBPHKE OKOJIO ropsluei IJINTHI.

Bapyr oH yBHIEN KOIUKY, KPaaylLUYyIOCR BAOJb
credsl. OT yiKkaca mnepe He3HAKOMBIM IICOM BCA
uepcTh Ha Heil nopHaiack AbiGom. Tum papocTHO
TABKHYJ M KHHYJICA Ha KOwuKy. OHa BRICKOYMJIA M3
HKYXHHM B CTApPyIO IIPMXO0XYIO, CTEHbI KOTOpOil ObLIH
o6uthl nasenamMu. Ilec puHyJCcA et BAONOHKY, He
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ofpaiias HY MaJeifllIero BHUMAHUA Ha CTPOrHe OK-
pukn J:xopmx. ‘

Komka noneitTanach BCOPBITHYTh HA BEPXYILKY
CTAPMHHEIX CTOAYMX 4acoB B mpuxoxeit. Tum c Be-
CeJIBIM JiaeM MNpEITHYJ Bcaes 3a Heit. IIpm arom o
yaapuicsa G0KOM O NMOJHPOBAHHYIO NMaHeJdb — H TYT
MPOM3OLIJIO HEYTO COBEPILIEHHO HeBePOATHOe!

ITanens ucuyessa, a Ha ee MeCTe B CTeHe 3UAJIA
TemHasa asipal Ixopasx, nocaenosasiias 3a Tumom
B [IPHUXOXKYIO, H3AAA 'POMKHH YANBJIEGHHBIN KPHK:

— ITornaaurel Muccuc Canpgepc, HauTe-Ka Cio-

Ia, mocmorpurel



IJIABA YETBEPTAS
HHTepecHoe OTKpbLITHE

VYeasimas Kpuk JKOPAXK, B IIPHXOMKYIO BHICKO-
YUK OCTAJIbHEIEe Tpoe pebar u Muccuc Caxaepc.

— B uem peno? —sockauknyn JKyauaH. —
Yro cayunnocs?

— TuM TIpBITHYJ HA KOIUKY, IPDOMAaXHYJCA M
CWIBHO YAapWICA O CTeHHBle NAHEJIHM, — OTBEeTHIA
Ixopmx. — M Bor ogHa M3 naHeseit cCABUHYyJIAaCh, U
B CTeHe OKa3aJach AkIpa — BOT noraaaurel

— Ora naHear — C ceKkperom! — BO36YKIEHHO
BcKkpuuan JIuk, sarnaasiBas B Apipy. — Hy u aenal
A BHI 3HAJM 1IPO 3TY ABIPY, muccuc Canagepc?

— Koneuno, — orseuana crapymxa. — B aome
MOJHO PA3HBIX CTPAHHBIX Belleil Bpoge BOT 3ITOM
anipel. Koraa s mosupyio 3Ty madenan, A BCeraa Co-
6108210 OCTOPOYKHOCTH, IOTOMY YTO, €CJIM B BepX-
HEM YIVTy CJMIIKOM CHJBHO Ha)XKMellb, OHa 00sa3a-
TEJIBHO CABHHETCA C MeCTa.

— A uro TaMm, noszaaud naHeau? — CIpocHa
Ixyauan. Ieipa 6Gbla IIMPUHOM BCErO JHILL C €ro
rojioBy, H KOra OH NMPOCYHYJ B Hee IojJIOBy, TO He
yBHJEJ HHYEro, Kpome treMHOTHI. CamMa CTeHa Haxo-
IUIach AIOMMAax B BOCBMM OT IaHejeil, M oHa ObLia
KaMeHHOM.

— JaBaiiTe aocraHeM cBeuy, HamO AOOBITH CBe-
yyl — B3BOJIHOBAHHEIM I'OJIOCOM TBEpAWIA AHH. —
Y Bac cayvaifHO Her KapMaHHOro ¢oHapuka, a,
muccuc Cangepc?

— Her, y Hac Hery, HO CBedy, €CJIM XOTHTE, BBI
noyduTh Moxkere. CBeyka CTOHT, HanpuUMmep, Ha
MoJIOYKE HaJ KAMHHOM B KyXHe.

»k
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AHH cTpeMrjiaB KMHyJach B KyxHio. Jyaman
3aKer CBeYy M IIPOCYHYJ ee B OTBEPCTHE NO3aAu Ia-
Hean. OcrajabHble HABAJMJIMCH HA HErO C3aaM, IIbl-
TasACh 3aIrJIAHYTh BHYTDb OTBEPCTHS B CTEHe.

— He Tonkaiitech, — ¢ pa3apakeHHEM CKasal
Jaxynuan. — Iaynele BBI KaKue-To, MyCTh KaXKABIH
azaer cBoeit ouepexu. llaiiTe cHauasa MHe ITOCMOT-
peTs.

OH yCHJIeHHO BCMAaTpHBAJCA B ray0b ABIDBI, HO
BugeTh TaM daxkTHyecKku ObLLIO Heyero, KpoMe TeM-
HOTBI ¥ KaMeHHOU cteHbl. OH nepexaan ceeuy UKy,
a MOTOM KaXKAbI# M3 peGAT 3arjJfgHyJ B OTBEpCTHE.
Muccuc Cangepc aaBHO y»Ke yuuia B KyxHio. Jnsa
Hee B CABMramoIueiics maHeJH HHUYEro HOBOrO He
6b1110.

— OHa ckasana, 4YTO B AOME IOJHO CTPAHHBIX
Belueit Bpoge aToro, — 3amerusna AHH. — A Kakue
cTpaHHBIe Bel, Kak mo-samuemy? Jlasaiite ee
CITpOCHM.

OHM BepHYJM IaHeJb HA MECTO M IMOIILJIH IIOro-
BopuTh ¢ Muccuc Canaepc.

— Muccuc Canpepc, — cripocun Ixyauan, — a
KaKHe ele CTpaHHOCTH ecTh Ha Gepme Kuppun?

— Hasepxy crouT mkaod ¢ JOKHOI 3aaHei CTeH-
KOil, — OTBeTHJIa CTApYLIKa. — ¥ Bac Takoit Bupg,
6YATO BHI YCABIIIAIHM YTO-TO 3aXBAThLIBAIOLIE HHTE-
pecHoe. YBepAlo Bac, HUYero ocoleHHOro B 3ToM Herl
Kpome Toro, BoH Tam, BO3Jie oyara, JEeXHUT GoabIION
KaMeHb; eCJIM ero INPHIOAHATb, IOX HHUM OKAKEeTCH
noraitHaa BrnaguHa. I xymMaio, 4TO B CTApMHY JIO-
AAM HYKHBI OBLIM XOpoluHe TaltHMKH, rae MOYKHO
661710 OBI YTO-TO CIIPATATD.

PeGATHIIKN KHMHYJINCh K KAMHIO, KOTOPBI OHa
yKasana. B Hero 6GbuLI0 BAesIaHO JKeJe3HOe KOJbILIO,
TaK 4YTO OH Jerko nogHumanca. Ilox HUM GBLIO BBI-
AonbjeHHoe NPOCTPAHCTBO, AOCTATOYHO GOJbIUOE,
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4ToOBI B HEM IToMecTHJICA HeGoabuIoi Aumuyek. Ceif-
yac TaM GbLJIO ITYCTO, HO BCE PABHO BCE 3TO BBITJIAAE-
JIO OYEHb BOJIHYIOLLIE.

— A rae Haxoguresa mkad? — cnpocun xy-
JHaH.

— Momu crapele HOrM CJMIUKOM YCT&IH, YTOOBI
XOAUTH CErOAHA C yTpa IO JIECTHHIE, — CKasaja
depmepmia. — Ho- BB MokeTe mnoiiTH Ge3 MeHs.
[ToxnuMuTECH HaBEpX, NMOTOM IIOBEPHUTE HAIpPAaBO,
a gajgplue — BOMAMTE BO BTOPYIO ABEphL OT yria.
[IIkad crouT B nansHeM yray KomHarbl. OTKpoiiTe
ABepIly ¥ MolapbhTe PYKaMH BHHU3Y, [TOKA He Hally-
naete BIaguHy B JepeBAHHOI nmosepxHocTH. Koraxa
HaligeTe, HAXKMHUTE IOCWILHee, M (QaabllIHBaA 3a-
IHAA CTEHKa CABMHETCA B CTOPOHY.

Yereepo aereit 1 Tumorn nobexkanu BBepX IO
JIECTHHLIE BO BCIO NMpPHLITh, HA Gery Kycas KODXKHKH.
Bor yk noucTHHe HHTEepecHOe BBLIAAJIOCH YTpo!

Onu oThicKanM 1uKad, PaCKPBIJIM ero ABepusl, 1
BCE YETBEPO CTAJIM HA YETBEPDEHBKHM H TNPHHAJIHNCH
WAapUTh NO BHYTPEHHeH HUMKHeH NocKe, YTOOhI Haii-
™ yrurybaenue B Helt. Hamna ero Aumn.

— Bor onal — JleBouka crajsa HaXXMMAaTh Ha 00-
HAPYKEHHYIO BIAAUHY M30 BCEX CHJI, HO ee MaJjieHb-
KHe NMaTbYMKH OGbLIM HEJOCTATOYHO CMJIBHEI, YTOGBI
NpUBECTH B AeliCTBHe MeXaHU3M, 3aCTaBJABUINK
cTeHKY oToaBurathca. Ilpuinaocsk [DKyanany npuii-
TH €ii Ha MOMOLLLb.

Pasganca ckpun, u getH yBuAeaH, Kax daib-
IIMBas 3aAHAA CTeHKAa IuKada CABHUraeTcs B CTOPO-
Hy. 3a Hel BHAHEJOCh OOLIMPHOE NMPOCTPAHCTBO, B
KOTOPOM BIIOJIHE MOT YMECTHUTHCA AOCTATOYHO XYIOM
YeJIOBeK.

— 3amMeuaTesIbHOE MECTO, YTOGBI MpPATATBCA, —
ckasan Ixynuan. — Tyt m060i1 Mor GBI CrIpATATD-
cA, ¥ HUKTO ObI 06 3TOM He y3HaJ.
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— 51 Tyna Boiiay, & BHI MeHsA 3aKpoiiTe, — CKa-
3an Iux. — Bor Gyaer unrepecHo!

OH npoHHK B ITyCTOE HNPOCTPAHCTBO 34 CTEHKOI,
JxXyauaH BepHYJ 3aJHIOIO CTEHKY Ha MecTO, B JIluk
CTaJM HEeBHAMMBIM.

— JIOBOJIBHO TECHOBATO TYT, — KPHUKHYJ
Iuk. — H yxkacno temHol Bunycrure mensa Ha-
PYKYy.

PeGara mo ouepenu 3abMpaJNCh B ITyCTOE IIPO-
CTPAHCTBO 3a mIKadoM, H KaXXJOI0 TaM 3alHpaIy.
AHH 3Ta npoueAypa He OYeHb IOHPABUJIACH.

IToTOM OHH BEpHYJMCH B TEIUIYIO KYXHIO.

— CosepmieHHO nOTpACAIOMME mIKad, MHCCHC
Canpepc, — ckasan JDxyaunan. — Kax 661 mue xo-
TEJIOCh XKUTh B TAKOM BOT JOME, ITOJIHOM BCAYECKHX
Taiiul

— A MOXXHO HaM elle pa3 NPHUIATH MOUrpaTh B
arom wkady? — crnpocuaa J[Kopmak.

— Her, 6oioch, 4TO HeNab3A, MOJIOAOH MHCTED
Ixopmx, — orseruna muccuc Canaepc. — Ora
KOMHATa, riae crouT mKad, — OoaHa M3 Tex, KOTO-
PyIO 3aiiMyT ABA HAIINX KBAPTHPAHTA.

— Ax, KaKas »XaJOCTb, — Pa304apOBaHHO IIPO-
Tanyn JKyauan. — A UM Bel paccKa)xere O Iepe-
ABMOKHON 3amHei creHke, muccuc Cangepc?

— Bpsag u, — cKasaja CTapylIKa. — 9TO TOJNb-
KO Bac mnoao0Hble BelIH IPHUBOSAT B BOCTOPr, AY-
palIKH, a ABA B3POCJBIX JYKEHTJIbMEHA HHYero MH-
TEePEeCHOro B 3TOM He HaMAyT.

— Kaxue crpaHHbBle JIOAH 3TH B3pOCJbIe, —
cKasana o3agayeHHaa AuH. — 51 ysepena, 41O, KO-
JKMBHM A XOTBb J0 CTa JeT, A Oyay Oo4eHb B3BOJIHOBA-
HA, YBHUAEB CABM)KHYIO IAaHEJb HJH IOTAMHYIO
ABEpLy.

— U s Toxe, — ckasan [Iuk. — Muccuc Can-
JePC, MOXKHO MHE elle PAa30OK BBIATH B IIPHXOXKYIO U
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1IOCMOTPETh Ha CABHIraloInylocA naHeas? 1 Bo3bMmy
¢ coboif CBEUYKYy.

JluK ¥ cam He oTHaBai cefe OT4YeTa, IOYEMY €My
3aXO0TeJIOCh TIOCMOTPeTh HA HmaHensb eme pas. IIpocTo
BAPYT NpuULIo B rojioBy. OcTanbHbIEe HE TTOXKEeJIaIu
HITH C HAM, TaK Kax, 110 OpaBsje IoBOpA, HHUYEro,
KpOoMe CTapoif KaMeHHOH CTeHHI, 38 IaHeAbI0O BUAHO
He OBLIO.

JIMK B3sJ cBeUy M BHILIEA B NpEx0xKyio. OH Ha-
JlaBUJI HA MaHeJb CBEepXY, H OHA CABHHyJach. IIpo-
CyHYB BHYTDh CBedy, OH eIl pa3 BHHMMATEJbLHO
BrIAAENCA B OTKpbIBIIeeca oTsBepcTHe. He BHAHO
6b10 abCoMIOTHO HH4Yero. (MK BTAHYJ roJoBy 00-
pPaTHO U MPOCYHYJ B OTBEPCTHE DPYKY, BREITAHYB €€
BAOJb CTEHBI TAK JAJIEKO, KaK ToJabKO Mor. OH yxe
cobUpanCa BBITAIUTL PYKY OOpaTHO, KOrga ero
najiplbl HALIYTIAAM B CTEHE ABLIPKY.

— Crpannol — ckaszan Iux. — K uyemy 6wl
MMEHHO TYT GBITH ALIDKEe B cTeHe?

OH BOTKHYJ B ABIPKY GONBILOI M yKa3aTeJabHBIMI
najasubl ¥ TIOIIEBEeJ U MMH. BHYTpH CTEHBI OH Ha-
UIynajJa KaKo-T1o HeGOJIBIIOI HApoCT, MOXOMXKHUHA Ha
NTUYHA HACECT, M eMy YAAJOoCh yXBaTuTh ero. OH
CTaJ BOAUTHL IO HACECTY MNAJLIAMH, HO HHYEro He
npoucxoamao. Toraa oH yxsaTHiCca 3a Hero roxKpern-
4ye U MOTAHYJ.

N3 crens! BeICTYyNIHA menwlit KaMeHb. JIMK ObLI
[0 TOIO YAHBJIEH, YTO BBINMYCTHJ TAXKEJABIH KaMeHb
M3 PYK, M TOT C I'POXOTOM CBAJIMJICA HA TOJ IO3aaH
MaHeJH.

Ha mym B npuxoxKyio cOesxarucer oCTanbHEIe.

— Y0 3TO THl BBIAEABIBaelusb TyT, J[uK? —
crnpocna xynuan. — Tsl HHYero He caoman?

— Her, — oTrserun [[MK, JUIO KOTOPOIrO NnOpo-
30BeJI0O OT BOJIHEHMA. — $I mpocyHRyn Tyaa pykKy M
o0HaApYKUJ ABIDKY B OQHOM M3 KaMHeEil, M3 KOTO-
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PHIX CJ0XKeHa cTeHa. S yxBaTwica AByMSA Majblia-
MH 3a KaKyIO-TO KPOMKY H NoTaHyJa. KameHb BbI-
1IeJI HAPY»Ky, H 3TO TAK MEHS IIOPA3Wjo, YTO A €ro
BeIpOHMJI. OH ynaj, ¥ BOT 3TOT-TO LIIYM BhI M YCJIBI-
LIAJH.

— Hy nenal — ckasan »xynuaH, nNeITasach or-
nuxHyTh J[uKa OT OTKpHITOH maHenu. — Jlaif-ka
MHEe B3IJIAHYTb.

— Her, xynuan, — saasua J{MK, OTTAIKHUBAA
ero. — Jro moe otkpeitTHe. Ilomoxxau, moka A mo-
CMOTPIO, CMOTY JH A 4YTO-HMOYyAb HAILLYTIATH B ALID-
Ke. JIo Hee TpyaHOo nobparscal

OcranbHble Herepneauso xaanu. JKyauaH ere
YIAEPKUBAJICA OT JKeJAHUA OTTONKHYTh Huxka. JIuk
NPOCYHYJI PYKY KaK MOXKHO AajibIlle M CJICMKII Jia-
ROLIKY, YTOOBI NMOAAJbILE NPOHUKHYTh B IIPOCTPAH-
CTBO I03aAM BbIBAJHMBIUEroca Kamusa. Ilaabie!l ero
LIADUAN BOKPYr M HATKHYJHMCh HA 4YTO-TO, Ha
OILLYTIb HANOMHHAasIuee KHUry. OCTOPOXKHO, IOTH-
XOHEYKY OH H3BJIEK HAWAEHHBII npeaMeT HAPYXKY.

— CrapuHHaA KHMra, — CKas3aJ OH.

— A uTO0 B Heii? — BcKpuyasna AHH.

OHHM CTaNH OCTOPOMKHO NEepeBOpaYUBATH CTPAHM-
upl. Bymara 6bL1a HACTOJBKO HMCCOXILEH M JIOMKOI,
YTO HEeKOTOphIe CTPAHK LI PACCHINANNCH B IIpax.

— Ilo-moeMy, 3T0 — KHHMra peLienToB, — CKa3a-
na AHH, — pas’rjasjeBlIadA CBOUMH 30DKHMH rJjasa-
MM HECKOJBbKO CJIOB, HAITMCAHHBIX CTAPLIMH KOpDHY-
HeBBIMH BBHILBETLINMH YepHuiaamu. — Jlasaiite or-
HeceM ee muccuc Cannepc.

Hetn orHecan KHury ¢epmepure. Ta paccmesn-
Jaach, yBUAA uX cualomue guna. OHa B3Ana KHUTY
M [OCMOTpeJIa Ha Hee, HH BBIKA3AB HH MaJeiilero
BOJIHEHHS.

— Jla, — moaTeBepawia OHa, — 3TO KHHMra pe-
LeNnToB, TOJBKO M Bcero. Buaure mMsA Ha nepBoOi
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crpannue — Asauc-Mapu Canpepc. 910, BEpPOATHO,
Obuta Mo npafabymka. I 3Halo, YTO OHa cJaaBH-
Jach CBOMMM JieKapcrsamu. I'OBOpAT, oHa Moria
BLUIEYHTD JIIO0Or0 4eJIOBeKa MJIH MKHBOTHOE OT MHO-
rux GoJsieaHeix.

JLxKyauaH cKasan pa3o4yapoOBaHHBIM TOHOM:

— Kaxkasa »xanocTs, 4TO ee NOoYepK TaK TPYAHO
nognaerca pacuindposke. Jla m Boobie BCA KHHUra
pasBanuBaeTcA Ha KycKM. OHa HaBepHAKA O4YeHb
crapas.

— Kak BBl [ymaere, HeT JHM elue 4ero-HUGyas B
orom TaiiHuke? — cnpocuna AHH. — JKyauaH,
1IOMAM-Ka ThI, Y Te6A pyKa AJMWHHee, yeM y IIuka.

— MHe noKasasock, YTO TAM PELINTEIBHO HUYe-
ro Gosamme Her, — ckasaa Iuk. — Mecra Tam
O4YeHb MAJN0 — KaKMX-HUOYAb HECKOJBKO AI0iiMOB
11033i¥1 3TOTO BBINABIIENO KUPIIHYA UJIH KAMHA.

— JlagHo, A CYyHY TyAa PYKY H IIpOBepIO, — CKa-
s3an Jxyanan. Bce cHOBa moLLIM B NPHXOMKYIO.
JKyJIHnaH NPOCYHYJ PYKY B NpPOCTPAHCTBO IO3aaH
CABHHYTOI MaHeJ H M NMPOBeJ JAZOHBIO BAOJb CTEHBI
[0 TOIO MeCTa, OTKyAa BHIBAJIHJICA KaMeHb. Pyka
€ro BTHCHYJIACh B TPOCTPAHCTBO II038aH, a4 €ro
JUIMHHBIE MaJbIbl HAYAIH ABUTATLCA B IIOHCKAX 4Ye-
ro-To eue, 410 MorJyo 6bl TAM OKA3ATHCA.

" 310 4TO-TO AelCTBHTENBHO TaM OKAa3aJIoCh,
4TO-TO MATKOe, IJIOCKOe, Ha OLLYIb NOX0Kee Ha KO-
Ky. Mansunk GBICTPO YXBATHJI IPEAMET NAaJbLAMH
M OCTOPOXXHO BBITAHYJI €r0 Hapy¥y, OInacasch, 4YTO
OT CTAPOCTH OH MOKeT PacChHINATHCA.

— § uTo-TO Hawlen, — ckasan oH, BeceJso Gie-
cta rnasamu. — IlocMorpuTe-Ka, YTO 3TO TaKoe?

JeTn crpyauauck BOKPYT Hero.

— Iloxoxxe Ha nmanuH TaGayHBIN KHCET, — CKa-
sana AHH, nomynas Haxoaky. — @opMa Takas xe.
A BHYTDH €CTb YTO-HUOYABL?
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910 peiicTBuTenbHO 6bL1 TabGauHbId KHceT. Tem-
HO-KODMYHEBBI, CINHUTHIA M3 MATKOH KOXH H
o4YeHb noTeprthlii. J[)KyJIHaH OCTOPOYKHO PACCTErHyJ
3aCTEIKKH M DACTAHYJ KOXKY. BHYTpDH eme ocraBa-
JIOCh HECKOJBKO KpolueKk Tafaka, HO ObUIO TAM M
eme yto-Tol Ha caMoM xHe Kucera Jieakas KycoK Io-
JIOTHA, CBEPHYTOIO B TYTOii CBHTOK. J[PKyJHaH BEI-
HYJ ero, pa3BepHYJ M DAa3JjIOKHUJ Ha CTOJie, CTOAB-
1IeM B IIPHUXOXKeH.

Pebara ¢ aM060n0BITCTBOM YCTABHJIHCH HA KY-
cok TkaHu. Ha mosoTHe 6GBIIH KaKHe-TO 3HAKH
M TIOMETKH, HAHEeCeHHhIe 4YEPHBIMHM, IOYTH He
BHIIBETIUUMH 4YepHHJaMH. Ho HM OOMH K3 UerT-
BephIX pebATHIIEK He IMOHHMAJ, YTO BCE 3TO 03-
Hadaer.

—' 910 He Kapra, — ckasahx J[KyauaH. —
IToxoske, YTO 3TO — KAKOH-TO KOA MJM YTO-TO
B 3ToM poae. MHTepecHO, 4TO OH O3HA4YaeT, XO-
pomno Gm 3to paciumdpoBarb. TyT HaBepHAKA
KaKasa-To TaifHa.

et riasesn Ha KYCOK IIOJIOTHA, HeoObIYAHO
sanHTpUroBaHHele. OH 6T TAKOM CTAPHIA H K TOMY
;e 3axyouas B ceGe HeKy1o TaitHy. YTo 6Bl 3TO MOr-
J10 6BITH?

Onu noGexanu noxkasate ero muccuc Canpepc.
Ta u3yuana CTapMHHYIO KHHUTY PeLelITOB, M JIUIO ee
CBETHJIOCH PAjOCThIO, KOTla OHA OTOPBAJIACH OT KHH-
'Y M B3TJIAHYJIA HA B3BOJTHOBAHHBIX peGATHILIEK.

— Ora KHMra — npocto uyaol — ckasaaa
oHa. — J ¢ Tpynom pasbupalo nmouepkK, HO BOT, Ha-
npumep, peuent ot Goau B cimue. O6a3aTeabHO UC-
npobyio ero Ha ceGe. Y MeHA K KOHILy AHA Tak Go-
aut cnuHal A Teneps BOT, COyLIaNTe-Ka...

Ho netu He xenanu caymaTts penents ot 60au B
crmuae. OHM nonoKuau Ha KoneHu muccuc Canaepe
KYCOK TKaHH.
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— ITocmorputel Yo aro, muccuc Canzepc? Bri
ue 3uaere? MkuI 370 HAILIM B 4YeM-TO BpoAe Tabau-
OO KHCEeTa B OTBEPCTHH NO3aAH NAaHEeIH.

Muccuc Camzepc CHAJA OYKH, NMPOTEpJIa MX H
cHoBa Hajzena. OHa BHMMATENBHO OCMOTpPENa KYCOK
TKAHHN C HAHECeHHBIMH Ha Hero CTpaHHBIMH 3HAa-
KaMH.

ITokauaB rosioBoit, OHa cKa3ana:

— Her, MHe OH HHMYeEro He roBOPHT. A 3TO YTO
raxkoe? IToxo)ke HA CTApPMHHBIA TabGauyHBIA KHCET.
HasepHoe, Moemy l[)xoHy OH nmoHpaButcA. Ero cob-
CTBEHHBIII KHCEeT Takoi BeTxuii, 4TO B HeM Tabak
yxe He ACPIKHUTCHA. OTOT — TOXKe CTaphlii, HO elue
JIOJITO TIOCJTYHCHT.

— Muccuc Canzepc, a 3TOT KyCOK IIOJIOTHA BaM
TOXKe Hy)KeH? — crpocu ¢ Tpesoroit J[xyanaH, Ko-
TOpOMY O4YE€HBb XOTeJIoOCh 3abpaTh ero ¢ cofoit ¥ Kak
caeayer u3ydnTthb. OH 6Bl yBepeH, 4TO 3AeCh 3aKJIIO-
uajach KaKasi-TO BOJIHyIOLIAaA TaifHa, H eMy CTpaill-
HO He XOTeJOCh OTAaBaTh TKaHb Muccuc Canaepc.

— Jla Gepure ero, xyamaH, MHJRIA, ecaH XO-
TuTe, — CKaszana muccuc Canaepc co CMexXoM. —
Jlna ceba a ocrasmo peuentui, a I[PKOH moayuurt
kucet. Bol e Moxkete 3a6paTh 3Ty cTapyio TPAIMNKY,
¢CJI OHA BaM HY>KHA, XOTA MHEe COBEPILUEeHHO HeIo-
HATHO, YeM OHA BaM TakK NpPUIIAHyJach. A BOT H
Jxon!

OHa cTajsa roBOpHUTH NOrpoMye, 4YTOGHI TIYXOM
CTapHK ee YCJbILIAaJ:

— JI>xoH, BOT TyT auaa Teba HMmeercA TabGauyHbIi
Kucer. JleTH HaAILIM €ro rae-ToO 3a TOM CABHIKHOM
NMaHeJbl0 B MIPUXOMKeNd.

JI>KOH B3si1 KHCET B PYKHM H OLIYTIAJT CO BCeX CTO-
POH.

— CrpaHHBI# OH KakKoOH-TO, HO JydYIle, 4YeM
MOit, — cKasaja crapuk. — Hy 4uTo K, pebATKH, He
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XO4y BAC TOPOIIMTH, HO celfyac y)Ke yac AHA, H BaM
HAJ0 TPOraThCA B IIyTh — BeAb, HABEPHOE, BAM CKO-
po nopa obegars.

— ¥x Tl — BockJMKHYA xyauan — Mer
onoaxaem! o ceupanusa, muccuc Campgepc, M rpo-
MaaHoe BaM cracufo 3a KOPKHMKHM M 3a 3Ty CTapylo
TKaHb. MBI caenaeM BCe, YTO MOMKeM, 4TOGHI BhIAC-
HUTb, YTO TYT HAIIHCAHO, M paccKaxkeM Bam. [la-
BaifTe-Ka Bce noropamnusaiitecs! Tne Tum? Tumo-
TH, CKOpee CIOAa, MBI onasaniBaem!

Bea natepka 6eicTpo nobGexxana aomoi. OHM
M BHOpaBAy ONA3ABLIBAIH, TaK 4YTO OOJBIUYIO
4acTh NYTH NPUULIOCH Ipoaenarh Gerom, a 3TO
03HayaJo, 4To padroBapusaTh 610 Tpyano. Ho
YyTPeHHHEe BIEeYaTJeHHA TaK HX 3aAXBATHJH, YTO
OHH, 3aabIXaAch, Ha Oery Bce ke oOMeHHBAJIHUCH
BlIeYaTJCeHUAMHU.

— HWurepecno,— nponeixten JKyamaH, — 4TO
JKe BCe-TAKH O3HAYAIOT MOMETKHM Ha 3TOM CTapoM
aockyre. Ob6asarenpHo y3Halo. 51 yBepeH, 4TO 3TO
4YTO-TO TAMHCTBEHHOE.

— A MBI pacckaxemM 00 3TOM KOMY-HUOGyABL? —
cripocun uk.

— Her, — 3aasuna xopmx. — JlasaiiTe ne-
pXKaTh HAIly HAXOAKY B CeKpere.

— Ecan Aun HauyHer 4TOo-HNOYyAab BhIGAJITHIBATS,
TOJKHUTE ee HOroi I0A CTOJIOM, KaK MBI 3TO JAeJaau
NpOLUJILIM JIeTOM, — cKasan yamibasce Jxynuaw.
Beausikke AHH Bceraa GblI0 TPYAHO XPAHHUTh YTO-
aub0 B CeKpere, M ee YACTO TOJKAJHM JIOKTEM MJIH
yAApAaM JIETOHBLKO IO HOre, KOrga OHa HaYMHaIa
BBIJABaTh KAKYI0-HUOYAb TalHy.

— Jla s HM cJaoBedyKa He CKaxKyl — Heroayiouie
sanporecroBana AHH. — U He cmeiiTe TONIKATH Me-
Ha. {1 or 3TOrO BCKPHMKHBAIO, H B3POCJBIE TYT XKe
HAYMHAIOT CIPALIUBATEL, YTO CO MHOMA.
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— Mk&! Kak ciaefyer MOJIOMAEM IOJOBY HaJ 3THMM
KYCKOM TIOJIOTHA nocJie obega, — mporosopua Jxky-
auaH. — He coMHeBaloCh, YTO, €CJIM MBI TO-HACTOSA -
1My 3aXOTHM, HaM YAACTCA pa3ragaTh €ro CMBICJ.

— Hy Bor MuI 1 aoma,— ckKasana J[Kopmx. —
U He Tak y»K CHMIBLHO Ono3aasid. 3apaBcTByii, mamal
HaM HY»KHO OQHY MHHYTKY, YTOOBI BHIMBITH PYKH.
MbI npeKpacHo niposenu Bpemsl



TJIABA NATAA
HenpusTtHas nporyaka

ITocne ofexa yeTBepo peGATHIIIEK MOAHANHMCH HA-
BepX, B CNANLHIO MAJILYMKOB, H PACCTEJIHJIM JIOCKYT
Ha CTOABLUEM TaM ctojie. Ha TKaHM TaM M CAM KO-
PABBIMH Ne4YaTHbIMH GyKBaMH ObWIM HAITMCAHBI Ka-
KHe-T0 caosBa. MMesca TaM M yCJOBHBIN 3HAYOK,
n3ofpaXkalolmii KoMIac, Ha KOTOPOM OTYeTJHMBO
BuaHa Obuia 6GykBa «Bs — ofo3HayaBlIas BOCTOK.
Kpome Toro, MoxHo GbLUIO Pa3JHMYMTL BOCEMb rpy6o
HayepYEeHHBIX KBAAPATOB, U B CAMOM LEHTPe OJHOro
M3 HUX CTOAN KpPecTHK. Bce 310 BRIrIsaeno sechbMma
3arafjo4Ho.

— 3Haerte, N0-MOEMY, 3TO JATHMHCKHE CJIOBA, —
cxkasan J[xyauaH, neiTaach npounurars ux. — Ho s
HMX TOJKOM He Mory pasofpats. lymalo, uto, gaxke
ecan OBI 1 MO MX TIPOYECTh, s OBl Bce pABHO He IO-
HAJ, YTO OHM O3HayaloT. MHe Gul OYeHBL XOTENOCH,
4yTOo0BI CpeAHM TeX, KOro Mnl 3HaeM, ObLI 4YeJOBeK,
KoTopkIit cymesn 6b1 pa3oBpaTh 3Ty JAThIHb.

— A TBOIt oreny He Mor OBI 3TOrO CHAENATH,
Jxopmx? — cnpocuna AHH.

— Hdywmailo, xa, — orseruaa Jxopmk. Ho HUKTO
He 3axores ofpalaTsCA C ITMM K Aaae KBeHTHHY.
OH mor orofpaTh y HUX AMKOBMHHEIN CTADMHHEIN
JIOCKYT, MOr Harpous 3a0bITh O HEM, & TO M CIKeub,
y4eHble — HApPOA CTPaHHBII.

— A xax Hacuer mucrepa Poaannga? — crpocun
Auk. — OH Xe yuHTeNlb ¥ HABEPHAKA 3HAET Ja-
TBHIHb.

— Her, MBI He CTaHEeM ero HH O 4YeM IIPOCHTB,
MoKa He y3HAeM ero noJydiue, — MOJBHI OCTOPOM-
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usiit JDxynunan. — Ha suax oH Bpoge 6nl mapeHb
CBOMCKHMNA M CHMNATHMYHBIN, HO KTO ero 3Haer. Ax
THI, BOT He3ajauya, MHe Tak Om xorenoch paciumd-
poBaTh 3TH NMHChbMeHal

— Hasepxy MoXHO fCHO pasofpaTh ABa CJIO-
pa, — 3aMeTus JIMK M HONBITAJCA BOCIIPOM3BECTH
ux Ha Oymare: evia occultas. — Jl>xyauan, 410, mno-
TBOEMY, OHH MOTYT 3HAYHTH?

— EauHcTBeHHOR, YTO, HA MO} B3rafAL, OHH MO-
ryT 03Ha4aTh, — 310 «¢TaftHei IlyThs, MK UYTO-TO
B 3TOM poae, — ckasaa J[KyauaH, Hamopiuus Jo06.

— Taltuwiit ITyTs] — BOCKAMKHYJ& AHH, M raa-
3a ee TAK M 3aropejuch. — AxX, HafeICh, TAK OHO U
ectb. Tattumiit ITyTsl o yero »xe mHTepecHO! A uTO
3a TaftHBI# My Th 3TO MOXKeT OhITh, Jokyauau?

— T'nynmmka Aunl Hy orkyaa a 3Haio? — or-
serua JDxyanan. — 51 paxke He yBepeH, UTO CJIOBA
Ha TKAHM JeACTBUTENBHO oO3HavaloT eTafiHsh
ITyTbe. 310 IPOCTO MOA AOrazKa.

— Ecau cMBICK CJIOB HMEHHO TAKOB, — 3AMETHJ
IIMK, — TO Ha JIOCKYyTe, BO3MOXXHO, UMEIOTCA YKAa-
3anudA, Kaxk oteicKarh Talum#t IlyTs, uro 6BI moA
HUM HH noapasymesanock. Ax, JIynuan, xKaxkas
aocajga, NMpaBo, YTO MBI He MOYKEM IPOYMTATH, 4YTO
ram HanucaHol Hy nonmraiica. Tel Beaps 3Haemn
JaTHHCKHH Jiydiue, 4yeM A.

— PazobpaTe 3TH nNpUYYIJIHBLIE CTAPMHHBIE
OyKBBI YKaCHO TPYAHO, — mnoxanoBaica JKyauaHx,
NpeANPUHMMAA HOBYIO MONBITKY. — Her, Huuyero
He noay4aercd. I He Mory ux paciundpoBats.

B 310 BpemMsA NOCABILIAJHMCH LIATH HA JIECTHMIE,
ABEPb OTKPLLIACh, H B KOMHATY 3&IrJAHYJ MHCTEp
Ponaun.

— Ilpuser, npuserl — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — A 1A-
TO AyMan, KyAa Bbl Bce nogeBaauch. He xorure au
NPOryNAATHCA IO cKanam?
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— Xorum, — orserun J)xynauan, csBopauuBas
CTAPMHHYIO TKaHb.

— Yto 310 Y Bac tam? Yrto-HuGyAar MHTEpeC-
Hoe? — nomobonsiTcTBOBaA MHUcTep Ponanz.

— 9T10... — Hayana 610 AHH, HO TYT BCe Cpa3y
JKe 3aroBOPHJIM OXHOBPEMEHHO, 60siCh, YTO AHH BbI-
AACT UX TaiHYy.

— JleHs anA IpOryaKHM IPOCTO 3aMeYaTeNbHBIH.

— ITournu oaeBaThCsl

— Tum, Tum, rae ™1? — Jxopmx usgana
IIPOH3UTEJNbHLINA CBHUCT.

Tum, HaxoaMBIIMICA IIOA KpPOBaThIO, OAHMM
NPBIXKKOM OYYTHJICA BO3je Hee. AHH NOKpacHeja,
JOrafiaBLLINCh, OTYEro OCTaJbHEIe TaK GBICTpO ee Ie-
pebunu.

— Hdypa, — TMXOHBKO cKa3an Iuk. — Muiage-
Hen

K cuacteio, mucrep Ponanpg Goabuie He 3a-
roBapuBaj O JOCKYTe, KOTOPhI Ha ero riasax
ceepuya xyauan. I'masa ero Gmiam ycTpemJe-
Hel Ha Tuwma.

— BeposaTHO, OH TOXKe AO/KEH C HaMH TIIOM-
TH, — CKa3aJl YYHUTEJb.

Jl>xopMK ¢ HeroKoBaHMEM YCTABWJIACh Ha Hero.

— Camo coboit pasymeercsa, — 3asiBUJIa OHA. —
Mpe1 HUKOrAa, CJABILINTE — HHUKOTAA HUKYJA He XO-
aum Gea TumoTH.

Mucrep Ponana onycrtniacsa BHH3, 1 pebATa npH-
TOTOBMJIMCH K BhIXOAY. JIXKOpAK MpAYyHO HAXMYPH-
nacs. Ee BoamyTnna cama Meuicas He G6pats Tuma c
coBoit.

— Tul 4yTh He BHIZAJIA HAILI CeKpeT, IAyIbILI-
Ka, — cKasan JIuk, o6pamasch K AHH.

— i He noagymana, — OTBeTHJIA ITPUCTBIXKEHHAA
aeBYylIKa. — A Bce-Taku mucrep Ponana, Kax
BHAHO, O4YeHb CHMMNATHYHBINA 4desoBek. Ilo-moemy,
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MOKHO €ro CIIPOCHTB, He NMOMOXKeT JIM OH HaM IIo-
HATH CMBICJI 3THX CTPAHHBIX CJIOB.

— OTO YK NpeaoCTaBbTe PelliaTh MHE, — CepAM-
10 ckasan JxyamaH. — He cmeiiTe BBIMONBUTEB
oablile HU CJIOBEYKa.

Bca koMnanuA Beinuia Ha yauny, 1 Tumoru To-
»we. Mucrepy Ponanay HesaueM GbLI0 GeCIOKOUTHCA
nacuer cobaku: Tumorn u 6lIM3KO K HEMY He MOAXO-
aun. Hano ckasate, 310 6b1I0 O4YeHb crpaHHO. OH
JICPIKAJICA OT YYHUTeNA MNoAajblle M He ofpalal Ha
1er0 HM MaJteiilllero BHHMaHMA Raxke TOrAa, KOraa
mucrep Ponang ¢ HUM 3arosapuBaul.

— OObryHO OH He Takoil, — ckasan [Iuk. — Ha
CAMOM JeJie OH OYeHb AOOpOoMKeIaTeJabHLI mec.

— Hy 4T0 X, KOJIb CKOPO MHE NPEACTOUT ¥KHUTH C
HMM B OJHOM JAOMe, A AOJLKEH rnonpoboBaTh 3acTa-
BUTH €ro CO MHOM IOADYKHTLCHA, — 3aMeTHJ Y4H-
Tens. — Oit, Tumorul Ilogu cioxa, y MeHA B Kapma-
Me eCTh MeYeHbe.

IIpu cnoBe ¢neyeHbes» THMOTH HABOCTPMJ YILIM,
HO B CTOPOHY MHcTepa PosaHaa gaxe He IOCMOT-
pen. OnycTus xBoct, oH nogoren X Jxopax. OHa
noTpenaJa ero Ino CriuHe.

— Ecian emy KTo-Hubyabr He HpaBMTCH, — CKa-
jajna OHa, — OH K TAKOMY 4YeJIOBeKy He nopoiiger,
JlaXKe ecJIM TIOMAHMUTD ero Me4YeHbeM MM KOCTHIO.

Mucrep Posnana oTkasanca OT AAJBHEHILINX II0-
IIBITOK PaCcTOJIOKHUTh K cebe TuMa u cynyn nedenne
06paTHO B KApPMaH.

— Kakoit y Hero crpaHHBIii BHA, — CKasau
oH. — YxacHaa asopHaral JlonxeH npu3HaThCA, A
1IpeATIOYNTAIO MMOPOAMNCTHIX coBaK.

Jl:xxopmx nobarposena.

— Hunuero crpanHoro B HeM Herl — BEIKDHKHY-
Ja OHa, 3axJeOBIBasiCh OT BO3MYIUEHHA. — YK BO
BCAKOM CJy4ae, BUA Y HEro He TAKO CTpPAHHBIM,
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Kak y Bacl 1 HHKaKaA OH He Y)KacHas ABODHAra, a
caMulil ayqiuuii nec B Mupel

— Ilo-moemy, THI rpyOuIlIB, — 3aMETHJI MHUCTEP
Ponann n10BOJBHO KecTKHM TOHOM. — S1 He paspe-
LIAJ0 MOMM YYE€HHMKaM Aep3uTs, [ xopayxkunal

To, yro OoH Ha3sBan ee J[MKODAIKMHOM, NMPHUBEJIO
Jxopmox B erue Gosbluyio apocts. C uiioM, Mpad-
HBIM KaK Ty4Ya, OHA OTCTaJIa OT BCEX, Luaras PAAoOM
¢ Tumom. OcrasnbHbIe YYBCTBOBANHM ceB6s HEJOBKO.
Onu 3HamM, Ha KaKHe NPHUCTYNMBI I'HeBa criocoGHa
JI>xop/K ¥ Kak TPyAHO ObIBaer ¢ Helo ciaaautek. Io-
cJie JieTa, KOTOpOe OHM IIPOBEJIM BMeCTe, KOriaa roc-
THJIM B ee CeMbe, OHa cTana BecTH ce6d HEeMHOro
Jydlle M ABHO YyBcTBOBaJsa ceba cuactausee. OHH
TaK HaJesJHCh, YTO OHA He Oyzer Goablue AYPUTHL U
yCTpamBaTh CKaHAAJIbl. JTO BeAb HCIOPTWIO GBI
POKAECTBEHCKHME KAHUKYJIbI.

Mucrep Ponauxg Goabiue He oOpawiaa Ha
Ilxopmx HUKaKoro BHuMaHusa. OH ¢ Heill He 3aroBa-
pHMBaJI, & NMPOJOJKAJ LIAraTh BlepefH C OCTAJbHbI-
MH pebsaTamMH, M30 BCeX CHJI CTapasdcCh Ka3aThCA Be-
censlM. OH AEMCTBUTENBHO YMeJ PACCMEILUHMTh, KOr-
Ia XO0TeJ, M MaJIbYMKH Hayaau cmeaTbesa. OH BaAn
AHH 3a PyKYy, M JeBOYKA BIDHUMNPBLIKKY LILJIA PAIOM
C HAM, O4YeHb JOBOJILHAA IPOTYJKOM.

Jxyauany crauao xkaako Dxopmxk. Henpusarso,
Korga Tebd He NMPUHUMAIOT B KOMIIAHHIO, H OH
3Han, Kak Jxopmx He mioOut Takme Bewn. ¢Ha-
0, — TOAYMAaJ OH, — 3aMOJIBUTH 3a Hee CJOBEYKO.
MoskeT, 3TO pa3pAAUT OOCTAHOBKY».

— Mucrep Ponanuna, cap, — Hayaa oH. — He mo-
JKeTe JM Bbl HA3bLIBATh MOIO KY3HMHY TeM HMMEHeM,
KOTOpoe eil HpaBuTcA, — J[XKOpAXK; OHA NpAMO-Ta-
K1 HeHaBuauT umA JxopmxkuuHa. 1 kpome Toro,
oHa odeHb Jo6UT Tuma. OHa NIPOCTO He NepeHOCHT,
Korga KTO-HHOyJb NOBODHT O HEM YKAaCHEIE BElljM.
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Mucrep Ponang oueHs yAUBWICA.

— JHoporoit MaJab4nK, — IPOrOBOPWJI OH AO-
WOJBHO-TAKH CYXMM TOHOM, — # yOexxaeH, 4TO TO-
6ot ABHXKYT caMble JyYlllHe HaMepPeHHs, HO BPAK
AU A HYXIAI0Ch B TBOMX COBETaX HACYET TOro, Kak
mie ce6a BecTM ¢ KeM-a1u60 M3 MOMX YYEeHHMKOB. J1
Oyny obpamareca ¢ JKOPAKHHON TaK, KaK A COYTY
MY>XHBIM, a4 He TakK, KaK Tebe xouercd. S xouy 6bITh
n apy:xbe CO BCeMH BAMH M YBEDeH, 4UTO TaK OHO H
Oynet, Ho JxopaxuHa ofA3aHa BecTH cefA Tak e
PA3YMHO, KAK M BbI TPOe.

JxxyanaH yyBCcTBOBAN ce6f MPOCTO YHHUYTOXKEH-
nuiM. O mokpacHen u mocmorpen Ha Iuka. Tor
CTUCHYJ ero pyKy. Maasuuku 3Haiau, 4to JHxopmx
fuu1a cnocoOHA AYPHUTh M JEMOHCTPHPOBATHL CBOIA
1paB, ocoGEHHO ecJIM KOMY-HMUOYyAb He HpaBHJIaCh ee
mobumana cobaka, HO, IO UX MHEHHIO, mucrep Po-
JNAH MOT CO CBOEil CTOPOHEI OTHECTHMCh K CHTYaIMH
¢ 66bIIMM TTOHMMAaHKEM. J[MK HEMHOYXKO OTCTaa MU
sawaran pagom ¢ Jxopmxk.

— Mookelmis He MATH CO MHOIT, — cpa3y e 3as-
muia emy Jkopaok, mobGiecKkMBas CBOMMM roay0bl-
mu raazamd. — M au pAaoM co CBOMM APYroM, MHC-
repom Posangom.

— OH BOBce MHe He aApyr, — orBetua Juk, —
1ne Aypu.

— i He aypio, — oroasBanace JHKOPIK CAABJIEH-
LM rosocoM. — §1 caslluana, Kak Bbl BCe CMesi-
Jch ¥ WwyTuan ¢ auM. Uam, uam, nocmeiica eme. Y
MeHsa ecTh TUMOTH.

— JxopAax, y HaC pOXKAECTBEHCKHEe KAHHKY-
awl, — ckasan IIuk. — Hy nasaiite 6yaem Bce
apy3bamu. Jlasaiitel He mano nmopruts Poxne-
CTBO.

— Tor, komy He HpaBuTca TuM, He MOXKeT Hpa-
BUTBCA MHe, — ympamo 3aasuia JHxopmxk.
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— Ho Beas T He cTaHelIb OTPHUITATH, YTO MHC-
Tep Ponaupx npeanaran eMy mnedyeHbe, — ITPOTOBO-
pua JIuk, 130 BCeX CHJ CTapaach AOOHUTHCA NPHUMH-
peHus.

JxxopmK HUYero He orBeTuNa. Ha ee MasleHEKOM
JUYHKE 3aCThUIO BeIpayKeHHe ApocTH. MK npex-
NPUHAJI HOBYIO IOIBITKY:

— JIxopmx! OGewrait mocrapaTbcs BecTH cela
XOpOLLIO IT0 KpaifHeii Mepe A0 OKOHYaHua PoxaecT-
Ba. Hy noxkanyiicra, He HaJO OTPABAATH NMPA3LHH-
Ku. ITouwnn, xoprak! i

— JlagHo, — npou3Hecsa HakoHew J[XKOpmxK. —
ITonpobyio.

— Torga nouwuru, Gygems HATH BMECTE CO BCEMH
HaMH.

JxopmK HHYero He OCTABAJIOCh, KAK HATHATH
OCTAJBHBIX M MOCTAPATHCA HE BHITJIALETH OYEHb YXK
mpauHoiti. Mucrep Ponaunx moragaincs, uro Juk mo-
nelTancAa yropoputs JKopax BecTH ce6A Kak cjeny-
eT, U OH Cpa3y 2Ke BOBJIeK ee B oOLIMiIt pa3roBop.
PaccMmelInTs ee eMy He YAABAIOCh, HO IO KpaiiHeit
Mepe OHa OTBeYaJia BEeXKJMBO.

— 9T10 depma Kuppuu? — cnpocun mucrep Po-
JIaHJZ, KOrAa OHM JAOLIJIH A0 TOINO MECTa, OTKyJAa
BHUAHA Oblia depma.

— JHa. A BuI ee 3Haere? — cnpocun Jxyauau
YAMBJIEHHO.

— Her, Her, — TOTYaC Ke OTO3BAJICA MHCTEP
Ponana. — IIpocTo A mpo Hee cABIIIAJ], BOT MHE M
NOAYMAJIOCh — He OHA JIH 3TO.

— Mu1 cerogHa yTpOM Tyaa XOAMJIH, — CKa-
sana AHH. — OTO CTpalIHO HMHTEpecHOe MecC-
10. — OHa nocMoTpesa Ha OCTANBbHEIX pebAT,
cnpamnBasa ce6Ga, paccepaaATCA JH OHH, €CAH
OHA paccKaeT 4YTO-HHOYAb O TOM, YTO OHM BH-
JeJaH CEeroxHA YTPOM.
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JxyauaH Ha MrHOBeHHMe 3agyMaiici. B KoHIe
KOHLIOB, IToYeMy OBl M He DACCKA3aTh eMy Npo Ka-
MeHb B KYXHe M npo GajisbiInByIO 384HIOI0 CTEHKY B
unatadHoM wkady? Muccuc Cangepe pacckasana 6u1
00 aTux Bewxax Jobomy. OH MOr TakXe yIIOMAHYTh
0 CABWIKHOM ITaHeJIM B IIpUXO0Keit ¥ paccKasaTh, YTO
ONM HALLIM TaM CTAPMHHYI0O KHHIY peuenrtos. A
BOT I'OBOPHMTBL O CTAPOM JIOCKYTKe ¢ KAKHMH-TO MNO-
MeTKaMHi GbLIO COBEPIUEHHO HH K YeMy.

B pesyssTaTe OH NnoBefas YYHMTENI0 O MOPA3H-
TOILHBEIX BelllaX, KOTOpPkle OHM BHAEAH B CTApPOM
¢cpMepcKoOM IOMe, HO HHM CJIOBOM He YTIOMSAHYJ O
1IOJOTHAHOM TKAHM M CTPAHHBIX 3HAKaX Ha Heii.
Mucrtep Ponang ciayiian ¢ Hanps)KeHHBIM HHTepe-
COM.

— Bce 3710 coBeplLIeHHO NOpPa3UTENBHO, — CKa-
s OH. — B BhIclIeit cTeneHHM IOpPa3HTENBHO.
KpaitHe muTepecHo. Brl roBopuTe, 4TO cTapas yera
YUBET TaM B NOJHOM OAHHO4YecTBe?

— Ha PoxaecTBo K HUM INPHME3KAIOT ABOE IIO-
croaasues, — ckadan JIuk. — Xynpoxuuxu. JxKy-
ANaH MOAYMBIBAJ MOMTH TYAA X IIOTOJKOBATH C HU-
mu. 3Haere, OH IIPeKPAacCHO yMeeT PMCOBATb.

— B camom pene? — cnpocmn mucrep Po-
aaHn. — Hy 4To X, OH KO/IKEH NOKa3aTh MHe Ka-
xue-unbyab U3 cBoux KapruH. Ho aymaio, emy Jyu-
1l1e He XOAHUTH Ha (epMy M He TPEBOXKUTD XYIOMKHH-
xos. M 310 MOMeET He IIOHPABHTHLCA.

910 3ameuanue Bo36yawno B aywe JDxyauana
yupsamcreo. OH cpady ke NMPUHAJ pereHue oba3a-
TCJILHO MOMTH M INPH IePBOM e yAOOHOM ciydae
1I0MOBOPHUTB C ABYMA XYIOKHUKAMH.

B menom mporyiaxa oxkasaslach NMPHUATHOMN, eCam
ue cuurare Toro, uro Jxopmx 6bLIO COBEpLIEHHO
ne casiHO, a THMOTH BcAYecKHM Maberan npubiam-
wateca K Muctepy Ponanny. Korga oun nogouumu x
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3amep3iiemMy npyay, JJuk craa 6pocaTe Ha Jex mnai-
KH, Koropele Tum npuHocun obparHo. OH Gela Ta-
KOl CMELIHO#, Koraa, nbiTasch 6exaTs Kax IMoJo-
KEHO, CKOJB3WI IO JBAY HA CBOHX AJMHHBIX Jia-
nax.

Bce Gpocanu naakm gaa Tuma no ouepeau, m
Tum npuHOCHI HX o0paTHO — BCe, KPOMe TeX, YTO
6pocan mucrep Ponana. Koraa yuurens Gpocan nan-
Ky, cobaKa rasjena Ha Hee H ocrapjsiaa Ge3 maeif-
IIIEr0 BHHMAaHHA. OTO ObLIO BCe PABHO KaK e€CJH Obl
OoH rosopu: «Yro, Baury nanky?! Her, Hu 3a uTol»

— A Tenepp NOLLIM AOMOi, — 3aABMJ MHCTED
Ponanja, neiTasck CKPBITH AOCAXY, KOTOPYIO BbI3EI-
Bas y Hero TuM. — MbI TONBKO-TOJBKO ycCrneeM K
yaiol



' TJIABA IECTASA
3ansTus ¢ MUcTepoM PoaranpoM

Ha crexyioiuee yTpo HacTpoeHHe y pebar Guuio
nesaxkHoe. Ypoku! Bo BpeMsa KaHHMKYJ — yIKac Ka-
xoitl Ho Bce-raku mucrep Posang okasaics He Tak
yx nuox. Hakanyue Beuepom OH He OBLI C HUMH B
IOCTHHOM: rmomres mobGeceaoBaTh C MX AAnel, Tak
“'T0 OHM MOTJIM BBITALLMTH Ha CBeT GOXKHII TaMHCT-
WCHHBIH JIOCKYT M CHOBA BHHMATEJBHO DA3TJIAALI-
WATH ero.

BrnpoueM, npokKy OT 3Toro 6uIJI0 MaJ0 — HHKTO
1e MOT IIOHATH, KAKOI CMBICH 3aKMIOYAJICA B HAaYep-
TAHHBIX Ha JocKyTe cjaoBax. ¢«Taituerit ITyTels Yro
o10 o3Havyaer? MoxkeT, 3T0 1 B cAMOM JieJie yKa3aa-
UMA, KaK OTBICKATh Kakoi-Tto Tam «TaiiHbIi
llyte»? Tae 3TOT nyTh npoJieraet U rnoyeMy OH Taii-
uniii? HeBo3aMOXKHOCTE HAMTH OTBEeThHl HA BCE 3TH
HOMPOCHI YKACHO pa3apaXkania.

— ¥ 1 B caMoM gesie NPUXO0KY K BBIBOAY, YTO B
(KOPOM BpEeMEHH HaM INpuaeTcs OOpaTHTHLCA K KO-
MY-TO 3a MOMOLIbIO, — mnpusHaiaca JDKyJauaH co
nagoxom. — 51 mpocro He Mory GosbILIE MUDHUTECSH C
2TOM TaHOM, Bce BpeMA TOJILKO O Heil M JyMaio.

B 3Tty HO4YbL OH ga’ke BO CHe BHAEJ 4YTO-TO C HeM
¢usi3aHHOeE, a ceifuac 6BUIO YTPO, M BIEpeaH MX KAA-
av ypoku. MHTepecHo, Kakoit npeamer BuIbeper MU-
crep Ponana ansa Havana — MOKeT ObITh, JIATHIHB.
'T'oraa MoXxHO 66110 GBI €I0 CIIPOCHTH, YTO 03HAYAIOT
cn0Ba «via occultas.

Mucrep Ponana nmpocMoTpesn IIKOJBHEIE OTMET-
KM KaXKIOro M3 HUX M NOMETHJ IaA cebsa npeame-
Thl, MO KOTOPhIM pebGAta orcraBaaun. OgHuM u3
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npeameToB Obula JIATHIHB, APYTHM — QPaHIy3CKHI
asbIK. ITo apudMeruke OYeHb ILUIOXHE OTMETKH ObI-
au y Huka n y Ixopax. Ax oboux Hano Gyaer nox-
TAHYTH. ¥ JKyanaHa caMbIM caabeIM MecTOM GhLia
reoMeTpHA.

Cunuranocs, 4To AHH B JONOJHUTEJIbHLIX 38HA-
THAX He HYXJIaercs.

— Ho ecsim Thl 3axodyelup IPHUATH M NOGHITH
BMeCTe C Hamu, A Tebe 3agaM 4YTO-HHOGYAL IO pHCO-
BaHHUIO, — CKadays mucrep Ponanj, Beceno raaga Ha
Hee CBOMMM ronyGbIMM riazaMu. AHH eMy HpaBH-
aace. B oranuume or :kopak oHa He Gblia yripAMOi
M YTpIOMOM.

AnH o60o)xasa pHCOBaTb.

— O npal — pagoCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJa OHa. — J1 ¢
YAOBOJILCTBMEM 3aiiMych pucosaHuem. Mucrep Po-
JaHz, A yMmMel0 pucoBaTh 1BeThl. I BaM mpocro mno
NnaMATH — He C HATYPhl — HAPHUCYI0 KPacHbIe MaKky
M CHHHe BacHUJIbKH!

— Mu1 HayHeM B MOJIOBHHE JECATOrO0, — CKAa3aJ
yuuTenb. — 3aHHMaThcA GyaeM B roctuHoit. Ilpu-
xoauTe Ge3 ono3gaHuit M npuHecHTe ¢ coboil cBOHM
y4eOHUKH.

B nonoBune pecatoro Bce germ ObLiM Ha MecTe.
OHH pAacnoJIOKMJINCH 384 CTOJIOM M PAa3JIOKWJIH Ie-
pen coboit yueGHHUKH. Y AHH 6blan npu cebe Auinyex
¢ Kpackamu u GaHouka c¢ Bomoii. OcrajbHble AeTH
NOrJAAALIBAIM Ha Hee C 3aBUCTHIO. CyacTIMBHIA 3TA
AuH — Gyner ceGe pucoBaTh, B TO BPpeMA K&K MM
NpUAETCA 3aHUMATLCA TAKMMM TPYIAHBIMH IIpeamMe-
TaMH, KaK JATUHCKHH A3bIK M MateMaTukal

— A rae Tumorn? — crnpocun Ixyauan TH-
XOHBKO, TIOKA OHM KAAJH NPUX0Aa YYUTE.

— Ilox cronom, — OTBeTHJIA BRI3BIBAIOLUMM TO-
Hom JDxopmx. — 51 yBepeHa, uTo OH Oyaer JexaThb
He aBurasch. Iloxkanyiicta, He HanoOMMHAaNTEe O HEM.
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# xouy, uTobsl OH ObL1 3xech. Ecaiu Tuma 3gech He
fyner, 1 He CTAHY 3aHHUMATHLCSH.

— A nouemy GnI emy u He 6bITH 3a€Ch C HAMHM, —
exasan Iuk. — OH oueHb, OYeHb xopowunit nec. III-
w-wil Mucrep Ponang uper!

Yuurens Bomes. Yepnasa meruHa Gopoasr oxaii-
Mmasana ero por u noxbopoaok. I's1aza nmpu GrexHOM
umeTe 3UMHErO COJIHLA, TIPDOHHKABILIEM B KOMHATY,
Kn3auch ocobeHHO npoHussiBaloMu. OH npeaso-
WU JeTAM CAAUTBCA.

— CHavasa, — CKasaJ OH, — f IIPOCMOTPIO Ba-
1M TEeTPaAM M BBIACHIO, YeM BbI 3aHMMAJIHNCh B IO-
eaenH00 yerseprs. Haunem ¢ tebsa, JKyauan.

CKOpO MajJIeHbKHI KJ1acC MOrpy3miIca B 3aHATHSA.
Aun ycepaHo manepasa ApKMEe MaKH M BACWIBbKH.
Mucrep Ponana ouens noxsanaui ee pabory, U AHH
noaymana npo cebsa: «Kaxoit on 1 B camom gesne Mmu-
antiie,

Bapyr wu3-mox crosia IOCABIILIAJICA TPOMKMIA
wsnox: Tum ycran snexaTe HenmoABMMKHO. Mucrep
PPonang yauBJeHHO noaHAA raasa. JKopaxk celfuac
e THAMKEJIO B3JOXHYJA B Hazexxnae, 4to mucrep Po-
AnHJ TIOAYMAaeT, YTO Nepex 3THM B3AbLIXala TOXKe
ona.

— IToxoxe, Tl OueHs ycrana, Jxopmxuua, —
anmernn mucrep Ponana. — B 11 y Bac y Bcex 6y-
AT HeGOJIBLIION MepephIB.

Ihxopmx Haxmypunack. OHa TeprneTs He MOrJa,
noraa ee HaseiBaau JkopmxuHoi. OueHb OCTOPOXK-
10 OHA HaXKaJsia Horoi Ha cnuHy Tumoru. 3ro 6eLI0
npeaynpexKaeHue — He u3gasaTh Gosblle HU 3BY-
un. TUM JIU3HYJ ee HOry. ‘

Cnycrs HeKOTOpoe BpeMs, Korja B KJuacce GbLIO
w0o0eHHO TNXO0, TMMy 3ax0OTeNoch KakK CJIeAyer Io-
weaTh cBoI0 cnuHy. OH DOAHANCA, 3aTeM CHOBA C
I11yMOM YCeaCA, 4YTO-TO IIPOBOPYAN H HAaYal Co
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cTpaluHoi cwaoif yecarsca. JleTH yxke Havanu uy-
MeThb, YTOORI 3aryIUIMThL 3BYKHM, KOTODble M3RaBaj
Tum.

Jxxopmx Kosoruaa no noay Horam, IDxyanan
HaYaJ KalLIATh M Kak Obl ciIy4yallHO YPOHHMJI Ha
MoJ OAMH M3 CBOMX y4eOHHMKOB. JIMK cTaa TpsACTH
CTOJ M 3aroBopmi ¢ Muctepom Posanaom.

— O Tocnoam, 3Ta 3agayka Takas OKasaJjach
TpyAHasA, NMpaBoO JKe, CTpPalIHO TpyAHasa. S Bce pe-
waipo ee, pelial, HO y MEHA HHKAK HHYero He
noaydaercsl

— OrTuero BApPYr BeCh 3TOT WIYyM? — YAWBJIEHHO
cnnpocua mucrep Ponana. — Ilepecrans cTryyars HO-
ramMu no noay, Jl>KopmxkuHa.

Tum cuosa 3atux. Jletn obleryeHHO B3JOXHYJIH.
Oun npuruxau, u mucrep Ponana senen Juky mo-
JOMTH K HEeMy CO CBOMM y4eOHMKOM apudMeTHKH.
B3AB KHHUry, OH BBITAHYJ HOTH IOJ CTOJ, M OTKH-
HYJICA HA CIIMHKY CTyJia, HaMepeBasaCh ITOMOBOPHUTS C
HuxoMm. K ero BesnyaiiiueMy yauMBJIE€HHIO, €Tr0 HOTH
HATKHYJHUCh HA YTO-TO MATKOE M TeIuioe, a MOTOM
4TO-TO GONILHO BUEMMJIOCH B €r0 JIOABDKKY. BCKpHK-
HyB OT 60JM, OH BHITALIMJI HOIH M3-IIOA CTOJIA.

Jern cMmorpean Ha Hero BO Bce rias3a. OH Ha-
FHYJICA M 3arJIAHYJ MOA CTON. — A, 3r0 Ta camasn
cobaxkal — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH ¢ orBpaiueHuem. — CKo-
THHA YKYCHJIa MEHs 3a JIOABDKKY, IOPBAJIA MOH
6proxu. Beisenu ee orciona, J[xopaxunal

Jl>xopmxuHa HHUdYero He orsernaa. OHa npoao-
JKaJla CHIETh, CJIOBHO Obl He CJABILIANA, YTO €l cKa-
3aJIH.

— Ona He craHer OTBeYarth, €CJIM BHI Oynere Ha-
aniBaTh ee JDKOPAKHMHONH, — HAIOMHWJ YYHUTENIIO
Joxynuan.

— Mpa=e ona 6yaer oTseyaTh, Kax GbI A ee HU Ha-
3bIBaJI, — IPOroBopuJa Mucrep Posana THXHUM cep-

58



AnTbIM rosocoM. — $I He gomyiry, 4ToGBI 3TOT IIeC
snaxoauiaca aaech. ECaH THI CHIO JKe MHHYTY €ro He
anBegells oTcioaa, [ KopakuHa, A Noiixy K TBoeMy
orTiy.

Jxopmx Barnanyna Ha Hero. OHa npekpacHO
oHMMasa, 4YTO, €CJHM OHA He BhIBeger Tuma M3
KomHaTel U mMuctrep PonaHpa moitzer K ee oTuy, TOT
pacriopaguTes, 4Tobsl TUMOTH BIIpeAb KU B Caay,
# KOHype, a 310 Gyaer mpocTto Komumap. Hukakoro
WIOro BBIXOAA, KPOMe KaK NOTYMHHUTHCA, He OCTa-
mivioch. C JIMIIOM, 3aMMBIUMMCA KPacKoil, 1 HAXMy-
pus 106 Tak, 4YTO rja3 CTAJIO MOYTH He BUAHO, OHA
noauanace u obparunace K Tumy.

— Homnu, Tum! MeHs HHYYTBL He YAUBJAET,
“T0 THI ero yKycua. Byas a cofakoif, A nmocrynuna
011 TOuHO Tak xel

— Hesauem rpy6urs, JXKOpmKMHA, — CepAMUTO
#OCKIUKHYJ muctep Ponanp.

OctasbHBIe JAETH IPUCTAIBHO CMOTDEIM Ha
JLxopmk, cipaminBasa cefs, KaK 3TO OHA pellaeTcA
1uBopuUTh Takue Bewuy. Korna ona npuxopmuaa B He-
MCTOBCTBO, BredyaTtJeHue ObLIO Takoe, 4TO el 6bLIo
MiILIeBaTh Ha BCe M BCA.

— Kax TonbkKo BrIBeAelub cobaKy, BO3Bpallaii-
en, — ckasan mucrep Poaana.

J>xopmx HacynuJjach, HO Yepe3d HEeCKOJbKO MH-
nyr BepHyJaack. OHa yyBcTBOBasa ceGA B JIOBYILIKE.
lic orery cumnarusupoBan MuctTepy PosaHay u
a1, Kakoit Tpyausiit Hpas y kopaxk. Ecau ona
¢riHEeT BeCTH cebA TaK CKBEPHO, KaK eil xoreaoch
Ou1, mocTpagaer or aroro Tum, Tak Kak ero, 6e3 co-
MMCHUA, BBINOHAT M3 goma. Tak uro paaun Tuma
JLKODIK NMOBMHOBAJIACH YYHUTENIO, HO C 3TOH MMHY-
Tl OHA NMPOHHKJIACh K HEeMY CHUbHeMIle HeHaBH-
(TLIO, HA KAKYI0 TOJBKO Ob1JIO CrIOCOGHO ee MaJieHb-
KO€ HEMOKOPHOe CepAEeYKO.
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Ocransubie getu xkamean xopmx u Tumorwm,
HO OHM He Da3fesAJIH XKrydyeil Henio0BH JeBOUKH K
yuuteno. OH 4acTo MX CMELIWJ, TEepneJuBO OTHO-
CWJICA K MX OUIMGKaM, OXOTHO YUYHJI, KaxX JeJaTh Ul
6ymaru cTpeibsl M KOpaOJIMKH, a TaKXKe IMOKa3bIBal
3abasuble ¢okycel. JDxyauany m IIuky doxych
O4YeéHb HPaBWJIHCh, H OHH 3alIOMHHaJIH HX, ‘{T06H
NOTOM, TIO BO3BPAILEHHMH B IIKOJIY, HCIpo6oBaTh X
Ha IPYTHX MAJTbYMLIKAX.

B 10 yTpO mocsxe 3aHATHII KeTH BHILLIM Ha I0JI-
YacuKa NMporyaaTbcA. JleHb GBI COJTHEUYHEBIA M MO-
poausbrit. Jxopmx Kaukuyaa Tuma.

— Bexgusara ter MoM, — cKaszana oHa. — Kaxk
3TO YKAaCHO — BHICTaBUTh Teba u3 KomHatsl! U ue-
ro 310 Thl TANHYA muctepa Ponannxa? f-1o cuuralo,
YTO 3TO ObLIA OTJIHYHAA MBICABL, THMM, HO, IIPABO, HE
TMOHUMAI0, 4TO Te6a NMobyanJo TaK IMOCTYIHTD.

— Ixopax, ¢ Mmucrepom PosaHaoM UIyTKH ruio-
xHu, — ckasan J[xynuan. — ToabKO HAKJAMYEIb HA
cebs 6exy. OH YeNOBEeK JKEeCTKMII M He CTaHeT CHO-
CHUTb CKOJIBKO-HHUGY AL Cephe3HbIe BEIXOAKH CO CTOPO-
HHI J1000oro n3 Hac. Ho a aqymalo, 4To, €Cid MBI Cy-
MeeM K HeMy IpaBMJIBLHO TORONTH, OH OKaXXeTcs
BITOJIHE TIOPAZOYHBIM MAJBIM.

— Hy uro 3, BOT M cTapaiiTech IPaBIJIBHO K He-
My TIOXOMTH, €eCIM BaM OXOTa, — 3aABWJIA H3JeBa-
TensCKUM TOHOM JKOpa. — A A M He moaymaio
aroro aeiartb. Ecin s yenoseka He 10610, TaK He
J106J110 TI0-HacToALEeMY. A ero-To s OnpexesJeHHoO He
Jo6.m0!

— ITouemy? TosbKO 3a TO, YTO €My He HPABHUTCH
Tum? — cnpocun UK.

— B ocHoBHOM — mnoaTomy. Ho kpome TOro, Kor-
& $ ero BMXKY, Y MEHA MypalllK¥ HaYyuHaoT Gerats
no cnuHe, — ckasana Jxopmk.— MHe He HpaBHT-
Cs ero IPOTHBHBINA POT.
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— Jla Beab ero He BHAHO, — 3AIPOTECTOBAJ
Jixkyauan. — OH Ke IPpHKDHIT ycaMu ¥ Gopozoii.

— ¥ yBupgena ckBo3b HHX ero ryOwei, — yI-
pamo HacrauBana J[kopaxk. — ToHKHe H XKec-
tkue. IlocMOoTpH caM KakK ciaeayeT M yBUAHMIUE.
S He mo6a0 nIOAeit, Y KOTOPBIX TOHKHE ryOwl.
Oun Bcerga 3asle um uyepcrBeie. I MHe He Hpa-
BATCA ero XoJoaHele raasa. Moxewib NMOAJMHU3BI-
BATLCA K HEMYy, eCJM Xodelllb, HO OT MEHS 3TO-
ro He noxuerecs!

J>KynuaH pellMs He CEepPAHUTHLCA HA YIPAMYIO
aesuymiky. OH paccMessica M CKa3au:

— Mul 1 He cob6upaeMcs NOAJH3LIBATHCA K
nemMy, a ImMpoOCTO XOTHUM BeCcTH cef6a pasymMHO —
vot u Bce. Hxopmx, crapuHa, Gyab e M THI
pa3ymHoiil

Ho xorpa [»Kopa NPpHHHUMAJIA O KaKOMYy-JIHGO
BOILIPOCY pellleHHe, HUYTO y)Ke He MOIJIO ero Mame-
untsb. OHa oueHs o6pajsoBasack, Y3HaB, YTO BCE OHM
OTIIPABATCA JHEM Ha aBTOOYyCe 38 POMKAECTBEHCKHMH
nokynkamm 6e3 mucrepa Ponanpga. OH aomxeH Gurn
NPUCYTCTBOBATHL IIPH KAKOM-TO OIIbITE, KOTODBIi ee
orer; coOHpaICa eMy MOKAa3aThb.

— ¥ Bac orBe3dy B Gmmxafiiunii ropooK, U TaM
WLl CMOXKeTe TOXOAMTH 110 MAra3dMHaM CKOJBLKO AY-
iue yrogHo, — ckasaja jaeram tera Qauuu. — Ilo-
TOM MBI IIONIBEM YAal0 B KOHAUTEPCKOM M LIIeCTHYaco-
#LIM aBTOOYCOM BepHEeMCSH AOMOM.

Kaxk Becesio 6s110! OHu ycrnienu Ha aBTofyc, OTXO-
MUK TTOCJIe TIONYAHA, H IO IIYXHM AepPeBeHCKHM
npoyJaKam aoGpasauck a0 ropoaa. MarasuHbl BBITIsA-
AGJH O4YeHBb HAPAJAHO M GhIIM APKO OcBelueHbl. Jletn
WAXBAaTMJAM ¢ co6oif BBIJAHHBIE MM KapMaHHBIE
AOHBIM M JEJOBMTO NPHHMINCh NMOKYIMATH BCAKYIO
wiynHY. Beb CTONBKHMM JI0AAM HaAO GLLIO IPHIo-
ToBUTH Noxapkul

61



— A nymaro, He Mewiano GBI KYIIUTBL YTO-HUOGYAB
B TNoAapoK wMucrepy PoaaHxy, — IIPeaodua
Huk. — Kak no-sawmemy?

— A xymmol — 3assuna AuH. — A Kymwio emy,
NnaykKy CUraper — § 3Hal0, KaKue OH KypHT.

— IlonymaTps TONBKO — MOKYyIaTh IOAAPOK He
Komy-HHGyab, a mucrepy Ponauayl — npespureinn-
HO npoueauna JHKOPIK.

— A nouemy, Jxopmk, He cjexyeT 3TOro je-
JaTb? — yIUBJEHHO CIIpocHJia ee mama. — DBoxke
THI MOil, HaneKCh, Thl OyJelllb OTHOCUTBLCA K HeMy
pasyMHO M He CTAHelUb TAK APOCTHO HEHABHIEThb
Genuary. 51 He xouy, YTOOBI OH IOXKAJIOBAJICA HA Te-
6A TBOEMY OTLLY.

— A uto THI Kynuuub ana Tuma, xopmx? —
cnpocua IKyauad, NbITaACh NMOCKOpee CMEHUTH Te-
My.

— Camyio 6oabLIYIO KOCTH, KAKaA HaeTca y
MACHHKA, — orBerusaa JKoOpMK. — A Tel 4YTO AnA
Hero Kynuin?

— A nymaso, uto, ecau 6b1 y Tuma GblIH NEeHBIH,
OH GBI KYITHJI ITOAAPOK KaXXJAOMY M3 Hac, — CKasajia
AnH, 3axBaThIBasg B rOpPCTh IyCTYIO LIEPCTh Ha liIee
Tuma M HeXHO noraruBas ee. — OH — Jayymnii
nec B Mmupel

3a raxue caosa 0 Tume Jxopmx npocTuna AHH
ee HaMepeHHe KYIHTh IoAapoKk mucrepy Pomaunay.
OHa cHOBa BOCIIpAJA AYXOM M HayaJa CTPOMTSH ILIa-
HBI IIOKYIIOK JJIA BCeX Apy3eil 1 POAHBIX.

OHHM HAIMJIMCh NPEKPACHOIO 4Yal M C IIecTHda-
COBBIM aBTOOYCOM BepHyJaHuch AoMoil. Ters @aHHMN
MoIIa NMOCMOTPETh, HAMIOWJIA JM KyXapKa 4aeM oc-
TaBaBIUMXCA AoMa myxk4uuH. U3 KabuHera OHA BbI-
11714 CHAIOILASA.

— TIpaBo e, 7 HMKOTAA He BUJeJa BAIIEro AA-
AI0 B TAaKOM INPEeKPACHOM HACTPOGHHMM, — CKa3saaa
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oHa, obpainaick K Jlxyanany u [luxy. — O u Mu-
crep Pomana u3ayMuTeNbHO JAZAT APYT C ADYIOM.
KpeHTHH noOKaszan BaHIeMy YYHTENI0 MHOYKECTBO
¢BOMX ONBITOB. J[JIT HEro OYeHb BAXKHO MMETh BO3-
MOXXHOCTb NONOBOPHTBH C KEM-TO, KTO XOThb HEMHOIO
pasbupaeTcA B 3THX Bellax.

B sTot Beuep mucrep Ponanx urpan ¢ geTsMH B
pasauyHeie Mrpel. THM HaxogWJCA B KOMHAaTe, H
yuuTeJNb BHOBb IIONBITAJICA C HUM IIOAPYKHUTHLCA, HO
cobaka He IOXKejaja ero 3aMe4yarhb.

— Takas ke yrpioMas, KaKk ¥ ee MaJeHbKaf XO-
wiikal — cKasaJ yyurelb CO CMEXOM, IVIAAA Ha
JLxopaxk. Ta axe B cBOIO Ouepeas HabMOAANA 34 TEM,
xak THM OTKa3bIBaeTCa NMOAXOAMTH K MucTepy Po-
AaHay, ¥ ABHO 6euLia 3TMM AoBosabHA. OHAa XMypo
HoriAzeaa Ha YYUTENA M IpoMoa4yaia.

— Crnpocum ero 3aBTpa, AeMCTBHUTEIBHO JU «Via
occultas osuauvaer «Taitnniii Ilytbe. — Hiam He
¢TOUT, KaK no-teoemy? — obparunca J[KyauaH K
Jliky, Korma OHH pa3ZieBAIMCh BeYEepOM Iilepen
cnoMm. — $1 npocTo ymMupalo — Xo04y 3HaTh, AeMCT-
WUTEJIBHO JIK 3TO TaK. Tt KaKoro MHEeHHA O MHCTe-
pe Ponange, Ank?

— Tonkom paxe He 3HaW, — orBetHa Juk. —
(OneHs MHOIOE B HEM MHe HDABHUTCA, & IMOTOM BAPYT
IIOABJIAETCA TAKOE YYBCTBO, YTO OH MHE COBEpILIeH-
o He HpaBuTCA. MHe He HPaBATCA ero rjiasa, M
JLxopmx cosepleHHO mnpaBa Hacyer ero ry6. OHu
r\K1ue TOHKHe, KaK 6yaTo MX COBCeM HeT.

— A mo-moeMmy, ¢ HUM BCe B NnopAaKe, — BO3pa-
aun okynaman. — OH He TEPNHUT HMKAKHX TJIYIIO-
eTeit, TONBKO M Beero. 51 661 He MPOYB MOKA3ATh eMy
WXL JIOCKYT M IIONPOCHTh €r0 PACTOJKOBATH HAM
¢MBLICJI TOTO, YTO TAM HAITHCAHO.

— MHe Kas3aJioCh, Thl N'OBOPHJI, YTO 3TO AOKHO
0LITh HACTOALIIUM CEeKpeToM, — 3ametrui [[uk.
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— Jla, roBopuJ, HO KaKoif TOJIK B CeKpere, CyTh
KOTOpOro Mul caMu He 3HaeM? — orsetun J[Kyau-
aH. — 1 Tebe cKaxKy, 4TO 6BI MBI MOTJIM CAEJNAaTh —
NONpOCHUTh OUBACHUTL HAM CMBLICJ CJIOB, & CaM JIOC-
KYT He NMOKAa3bIBaTh.

— Jla, HO caMHM MKEI HEKOTOpHIe CJIOBA He CMO-
sKeMm pasobpats, — Bo3pasdua I[ux. — Tax 4To 3T0
BGeccmpicienHo. IIpuaercs mokasaTh eMy BCIO 3Ty
IITYKOBHHY M DAcCKa3aTh, re MbI ee HAIILIH.

— Hy 4710 %, A nogymalo, — ckasan >)kyauaH,
JIOXKACh B ITOCTEJIb.

Ha cneayoumit aeHs ¢ NMOJOBMHBI AECATONO AO
MOJIOBUHBI IBEHAALATOIO ONATh OBLIM 3aHATHA.
HMxopax npuuuia 6ea Tuma. Ona Gbuta paccepikeHa
TeM, YTO eif MPHIILIOCHh TaK IOCTYIIMTh, HO BECTH ce-
6a BBLI3LIBAIOLIE M OTKA3aThCA NMPHUCYTCTBOBATH HA
sauatuax 6ea Tuma 6u110 661 Gecrioneano. Ilocne To-
ro Kax OH TANHyaA Mucrepa Ponanaa 3a HOry, OH
CYMTAJICA TPOBMHMUBILUKUMCA, H YYHTEeJb MMEJ IIOJ-
HOe INpaBO OTKA3aThCA €ro BNycKaTb. HO BHUA Y
Jlsxopmx GbLI OYEeHb M OYeHb MPDAYHKIIi.

Ha ypoke snateiam [[)KyJmaH BOCNOJB3OBAJICA
cay4yaeMm, YToObl CIIPOCHTB O TOM, YTO €My TaK XOTe-
JIOCh Y3HATb.

— Mucrep Ponaug, 6yasre n00phI, He CKa)Kete
JA BBl MHe, YTO O3HAYAET BHIDAXKEHME e¢via
occultas?

— «Via occultas? — mopiza 106, nepecnipocun
mucrep Ponang. — OHo o3nauaet <«Tailinag Tpomnas
nau «Taitnaa goporas. IloraitHoi myTh — 4YTO-TO B
aTOM poze. A noyeMy ThI CIIpAIIMBHLIIL?

Bce ameTm HampsbDKeHHO caywmanu. Hx cepaua
IPOMKO KOJIOTMJIMCh OT BO30y:kneHua. Brixoamr,
Doxynanan 6e1n1 npasl Ha arom cTpaHHOM JIOCKYyTE
6bLIM HAHECeHbI 3HAKH, YKAa3bIBaBLLIME, KAK OTHI-
CKaTh KAaKoOH-TO moraiiHO# myTh, noraitHyio Tpo-
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ny — HO Kyja OHa Bezer, ata Tpona? I'me HauuHAa-
eTcA ¥ rae KoHdaerca?

— Jla Tax npocro, 3axoreaoch y3Hats. Crnacu6o,
c3p, — orBerua xyauan. 1 mogMuraya ocranis-
ubiM. OH 6BL1 TaK ke B3BOJHOBAH, KAk M OHH. AX,
ecau GBI TOIBKO OHM MOIVIM paciuudpoBaTh OCTANb-
Hble TIOMETKH, MoKeT ObITh, HM yaasoch Obl pasra-
aate Taitny! YTo 3K, BO3MOMKHO, Yepe3 AEeHb-APYroit
OH onATh cripocuT mucrepa Poaanaa. Hano xe kak-
TO pasrajaThb CeKper.

«Taitueiit I1yTs, — nosropan npo ce6a xynu-
aH, pelias 3azadyy no reomerpuu. — TalHbI#!
IMyts — kakum-unbyas o6pa3oM s ero o6a3aTeJbHO
OTBILILY ».
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TJIABA CEIbMASA
ITpumerTs! TaitHoro ITyTH

B nocnexyoumme asa aHA y pebGar GeLIo Maso
BpeMeHH pa3MbILLIATh Hacuer TaitHoro IlyTu: npu-
Gmxanoch PoxkaecTBo M Hafo GBIJIO yCIieTh MHOIoe
caenarb. Bo-mepBeIX, HApPHCOBATh H PAaCKPaCHTh
TNO3APABUTENLHEIE OTKPBITKHM DOAMTENAM M JDPYy3b-
AM, BO-BTODBIX, YKpacuTs aoM. OHM XOZWIH ¢ MHC-
Tepom PonanaoM HapsaTh BeTOYEK OCTPOJMCTA H
NMPUTALIMIMA AOMOM ILIeJILIM BOPOX 3eJIeHBIX KOJIIO-
YHUX BETBeM.

¥YBuzeB, Kak OHM HAYT IO CANOBOM JOPOXKe, Ae-
poKa Ha IJIedax OCTPOJIMCT C ero KPaCHBEIMM ATOAKA-
mu, Teta PaHHU cKasaia:

— BaI camu GYATO COLLLIM C POMAECTBEHCKOM OT-
KpbITKH]

Mucrep Ponanp Haiesn HeCKOJBKO AEpeBLEB, C
BEePXHHX BeTBe KOTOPBIX CBHCAJIM NYYKH OMEJIHI,
OHHM ¥ oMmeay npuxsatuiau. Ee aroasr Giaecrenn, Kax
3eJIGHOBATBIEC MEeMUYyKHHEI.

— Ytobmt no6eITH 310, MHcTEepy Ponangy npu-
LIJIOCH BJIE3Th Ha AepeBo, — coobiuna AnH. — OH
JIOBKO BCKapalOKaJCA Ha JepeB0 — IpAMO Kax
obe3bsaHal

Bce paccmeanucs, kpome xopax. Ona HuKkoraga
He CMesach, €CJM AejI0 KaKMM-To obpas3oM Kaca-
Joch yuuTesnsa. CBaluB CBOIO HOUIY HA KDbIJbLE, BCE
OTIPaBHJINCh MBITHCA. BeuepoM MM npeacTrossio 3a-
HATBLCA YKPalLlIeHHeM AOMaA.

— A aAnA NO3BOJMT YKPAacUTh M ero KabuHer
Toxke? — cnpocuaa AxH. B Kabunere ceituac GuLIO
MHOXKECTBO BCEBO3MOXKHBLIX AMKOBMHHBIX NpuGoOpoB
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H CTeKJIAHHBIX K00, Ha KOTOpHIE JIeTH B3UPAIH C
yAMBJIEHMEM BCAKHMH pa3, KOrga OTBAYKMBAINCH
BOMTH B KOMHATY, 4YTO, BIPOYEM, CAYYAJIOCh OYeHb
peaxo.

— Her, — cpasy xe oro3ssanca aaga KseH-
TMH. — B MoeM Ka6uHeTe HH B KOeM CJy4Yae HHKAa-
Koro Gecriopsigka He ycrpamBaiite. laske cabILIATH
006 3ToM He xouyl

— Jana, a And 4ero BhI IEPYXKHATE BCEe 3TH CTPaH-
Hble LITYKOBMHBI B CBoeM KabunHere? — crpocuiaa
AHH, I'JIAKA HA Hero IUMPOKO PACKPHITHIMHM ACHBIMH
ryiadaMHf.

Hana KseHTHH paccMesncs.

— ¥ 3aHAT moucKaMH OZHOM ceKpeTHOI dopmy-
Jbl, — CKAa3aJ OH.

— Yr0 310 3HaYuT? — cripocusna AHH.

— TebGe 3TOro He NMOHATH, — OTBETHJ AALA
KseHTHH. — Bce 3TH ¢CTpaHHBEIE LITYKOBHHBIS,
KaK Thl MX HA3bIBaelllb, IOMOral0T MHE B MOHX
ONBITaX; MX Pe3yJAbTATH S 3AHOLIY B MOIO KHH-
ry, a mMoToM, Ha OCHOBe BCEro TOro, 4To #A y3-
naimo, fa BeiBeRy TaiftHyio ¢popmyay, KOoTopas MO-
)KeT OKa3aThCA BechbMa IMOJEe3HOi, Koraa OHa
CTAHET H3BECTHOM.

— BuI xoTHTEe HaliTH TaliHyI0 GOpMysy, a MBI
XOTUM HAWTH TAMHBIA NyTh, — NPOMOJBHJA AHH,
(OBEpILIEHHO I03a0LIB O TOM, YTO e He CJeA0BaJIo
00 3TOM rOBOPHTb.

JxynuaH, CTOABIUMII y ABepeii, B3rNAHYJ Ha
Aun u maxmypunca. K cyacreio, paaas Ksentun
OGosbuie He ofpainas BHUMAHMA Ha GOJITOBHIO AeB-
uywiku. J[3KyaiuaH BEITAHYJ €e U3 KOMHATEI.

— AHH, eAMHCTBEHHBIN crnoco® momemats Tebe
WLIZABATh CEKPEeThl — 3TO 3alIMTh Tebe poT, Bpoae
roro, Kkak Bpareny Kpoauk mocrynun ¢ mucrepom
llcom! — ckasau oH.
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Kyxapka JI)xoyanHa 6bLIa O4eHb 3aHATA: MEKJa
pOXAEeCTBEHCKMe nuporn. B Kiagoske Bucesa rpo-
MajgHas HHAeiika, npucaaHHaa ¢ Gepmmr Kuppun.
TUMOTH HAXOAWJ, YTO OHA M3YMHTEJBLHO MaxHer, U
Jl>xoyaHHa TO U [eJIO ITPOrOHAJIA ero U3 KyxHu. Ha
M0JIKEe B TOCTHHOM CTOAMH KOPOOKH C XJIOMYIUKAaMH,
M TOBCIOAY MOKHO GBLIO BHAETh KAKHE-TO TAMHCT-
BEHHBIE CBepTOYKH. Bo BceM 3ToM GLLIO OYEeHb MHO-
ro yucTo poxjaecrseHCKorol Jletu GLUIHM CYACTIMBBI
M pajoCTHO BO36YKIAEHBI.

Mucrep Ponana BhIlIeT M3 AOMA& ¥ BBIDHII He-
GONBLIYIO €JIOYKY, POCILIYIO HEMOZAJIEKY.

— Hawm ofsa3aTeJBbHO HYXKHA e€JIKa, — 3afBHJI
OH. — ¥ Bac ecThb KakHe-HHOyIab €JIOYHbIE YKpalle-
HuA, netu?

— Her, — orBerun xyamaH, BuUAfA, YTO
JI>KOpI)K OTPHLIATENIHLHO Ka4yaeT roJIoBoil.

— 1 cerogHA K Beuepy Hoexy B 'OPOA M KYILIIO
IJIA BaC KOe-uTo, — mnoofelan y4yureab. — YKpa-
math enxky 6yaer odeHs Becesio. MbI yCTAHOBHM ee B
xosne, a Ha PoxaecTBo, nocje 4as, 3aXKiKeM Ha Heit
ceeuku. KTo moemer co MHoi 3a cBeyaMu M yKpalle-
Huamu?

— fAl — B oaMH rosoc 0To3BaSIKMCh Tpoe pebATH-
mrek. YersepThlil Jke HUYEro He cKasaa. Jro GbLia
Ixopmx. C mucrepom Ponanmom ynpamas AeBOYKa
He JKeJiaJia fJaXke eJIOYHbIe YKPALIeHUA MMOKYTaTh. ¥
Hee HNKOrAa paHbIue He GBII0 eqIKH, U el OYeHb XO-
TEeJIOCh YBHAETHh HAKOHEl] HACTOAIYIO POXKJAECTBEH-
CKYIO eJKY, HO TO, YTO BELIMIIbl, KOTOPBIE AOJMKHEI
6BIIM caesaTh ee TAKOW KpacuBoM, cOGHpasICA Ky-
nuts muctrep Posnana, orpasaano ana Jxoprx Bce
YAOBOJILCTBHE.

W BOT Tenmeps esKa CTOMT B XOJLIe C PA3HOLIBET-
HBIMM CBEYAMH B MAaJICHBKHMX IOACBEYHHMKAX, IPH-
KPeNnJIeHHLIX K BeTBAM, YBEIIaHHAA OT MAKYIIKHU
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[0 Moja APKMMH, CBEePKAIOLIMMHU YKpameHuamu. C
BeTBEl CBHCAIOT KaK COCYJbKM cepeOpAHbIe HHUTH;
AnH pasfpocasa TYT H TaM KYCOYKH BaThkl, KOTOPEIE
OOMKHEI OBLIM M300pa)XaTh CHer. JpejHile H
BIIPAMB IIOJYYHJIOCh 3aMedaTeabHoe!

— Kpacusol — ckasan gaga KBeHTHH, npoxoasa
yepe3 XOJIJI M 3amernsB mucrepa Ponanpga, Bernaro-
LIEero Ha eJKy mnociaeaHue ykpamieHua. — Ilocay-
maiite-Ka, & BOH Ta KyKJa, H3obpaxaiowana ¢dero,
Ha MaxKylIKe,— OHA AJA KOro mnpeaHasHadaetrca?
Ilna camoit xopoureit geBoYyKkn?

AHH BTaiiHe Hajaesnach, 4To mucrep Ponaupg or-
AacT KyKJay eit. UYro ona He paa J[Kopmx — B 3TOM
oHa ObLIa yBepeHa, Aa Ta ¥ He npuHsaiaa 6ul ee. Ta-
Kaf XOPOLIEHbBKas KYKOJKa B ra3oBOM ILIaThe M C
cepeOpPAHBIMHM KDBLUIBILIKAMH 38 CITHHOI.

Ixynuan, IMK 1 AHH Temepp YK€ NOJHOCTBIO
NPH3HAJIM PEeIeTHTOPA CBOMM yYMTEeJeM M ADYIOM.
Hda, cobcTBEHHO, BCe NPHU3HAJIM — TeTA C AALeil TOo-
xe, 1 gaxxe Kyxapka J[xoyanHa. J[DKOpIK, KaK BO-
AUTCA, COCTABJIAJIA €AMHCTBEHHOE MCKJIIOYEHHe: OHAa
u Tumorn aepoxkanuchk nogasnwuie or mucrepa Po-
JaHza, 1 ofa CTAHOBMJIACH OAMHAKOBO MPAYHBIMH,
CTOMJIO YYMTENIO NOABUTLCA B KOMHATe.

— A 3Haere, A Ja)ke M He 3HAJ, 4TO cofaKa MO-
JKEeT MMeTh TaKOil yrpiomelil Bua, — ckasan JDKy-
auaH, npuraaaeiBaiack K Tumoru. — IlpaBo xke, on
AYeTCA MOYTH TaK e, Kak J[xopmx.

— A MmHe Bcerpa Kaxercs, 6yaro JDKopmxK, Kak
TumM, omyckaer XBOCT BCAKMIM pa3, Korga MHCTEp
Ponana B KoMHaTe, — XMXUMKHyJaa AHH.

— CMeifTech CKOJIBKO BJIe3eT, — THXO ITPOroBO-
puaa xxopmx. — Ilo-MoeMy, BhI OY€HBb ILIOXO KO
MHe OTHOCHTech. S 3Hal0, YTO A IpaBa HacyeT MHC-
tepa Ponanpa. {I atro Hyrpom uyscTByio, 1 Tum —
TOXeE.

69



— JIKOpAX, THI TJAYIOCTH INOBOPHMIIB, — 3a-
merun Juk. — Ha camoM aese HUKAKOro BHYT-
peHHero 4yyBcTBa y TebA HeT: BCe AeJO B TOM,
yro Muctep PosmaHa ynmopHO mpomosKaeT Ha3bl-
BaTh Teba J[KopaxkuHOt m craBHT Teba Ha Me-
CTO, &Xa elle B TOM, YTO eMy He HpaBurca Tum.
ITosBoas Tebe ckasaTh, YTO OH IPOCTO HHUYEro
He MOXeT c coboif moxgenars — HY He HPABATCA
emy cobaku, U Bce TyT. Beap Owbln Ke B CBOe
BpeMA 3HAMEHUTHIH uyenoBek, Jjaopa Pobepre,
KOTODBII He BBIHOCHJ KOMIEK.

— Ax, OGoke MOif, KOLLIKM — COBCEM Jpyroe Je-
a0, — Boapaauaa xoprk. — Ho ecaiu yesoBek He
aobur cobaxk, ocobeHHO Takyio cobaky, Kax Hall
THMOTH, YTO-TO Y Hero HaBepDHJAKA He TakK.

— Cnoputs ¢ Ixopax 6Gecrmose3Ho, — CKa-
san Jxyauan. — YK eCaIM OHa COCTaBHJIA O
yeM-HUOYb CBOE MHEHHMEe, HM 3a YTO ero He M3-
MeHHuT!

JI>KopK paccepauaach M BHIILIA M3 KOMHATBI.
OcranbHble CUMTAIH, YTO OHA BeAeT cebsa JOBOJBLHO
raymno.

— § npocto yausieHa, — ckasana AHH. — Bcio
MOCJIEAHIOI0 YEeTBePTh B IIIKOJIe OHA 6bliIa Takoit Be-
cenoil, a ceifuac BAPYTr CTajJa KaKaA-TO CTpaHHaA,
BpOZle TOro, Kakoil Mbl MOHAYAJIyY €e YBHUJEJH IIpO-
LIJIBIM JIETOM.

— Ilo-moemy, co cTopoHn MucTtepa Poananaa
6LIJI0O OYEeHb MMJIO BBIKONATh AJA HAC €JKy H
BCe TaKoe Impoyee, — BCTYNMHUJ B pPa3roBop
JAuk. — MHe M ceifyac OH MHOrZA He CAMILKOM
HPaBHUTCA, HO A CYHUTAIO €ro XOPOLUHM MAJBLIM.
A 4TO, ecaM CHpPOCHTHL €ero, He MOXeT JH OH
NpoYecTh HAM, YTO HANMMCAHO HA TOM JOCKYyTe, —
npaso, A HHYEro He MMeEI0 NMPOTHB TOro, 4YTOOBI
NOCBATHUTH €ro B HAIlly TaMHY.
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— $ 6mI ¢ yaoBOJABCTBHEM NOCBATHJA erol —
ckazana AHH, KOTOpPas B 3TOT MOMEHT TDyAH-
Jlach HajJ M3rOTOBJIEHHEM BEJHMKOJIEIIHOH poiKae-
CTBEHCKOM OTKDBITKH AJAA y4yHreaa. — On
crpamiHo ymeH. 1 yBepeHa, 4To OH Mor Gl HaMm
o6baAcHuTb, 4TO Takoe Taitueiit Ilyrs. laBaiite
CHIPOCHM €ro.

— Jlagno, — ckasan xyanan. — 51 moxaky
eMy Kycok nosotHa. Cerogusa couensHuk. O Gyaer
C HAMHM B TOCTHHOH, noroMy 4To TeTa VaHHH NOii-
ner B KabuHer gaau KsenTnna, 4To6sl IPHIOTOBUTDL
JUISL HAC BCEX ITOAAPKH.

Hrak, B aTor Beuep, nepex TeM Kax mucrep Po-
JIaHA TIpMLIe] NOCUAETh ¢ HUMH, JKyJnaH BBIHYJ
MaJIeHbKHM CBUTOK, B KOTODHI OH CBEpPHYJI JIOCKYT,
M pacrpaBlJI ero Ha ctoje. JPKOpIK YAUBJIEHHO Ha-
Garomasa 3a MPOUCXOAALLMM.

— Mucrep Ponang soiiger cioma ¢ MMHYThHI Ha
muHyTy. Jlyyme yGepu-Ka 3TO MOCKOpee, — 3ame-
tina JHKopmxK.

— A MuI cofHpaeMca CIPOCHTh €ro, He MOJKET JIM
OH HaM OOBACHHUTH, YTO O3HAYAIOT CJIOBA HA ApeB-
Helt JaThIHH, — cKasaa JDxyanaH.

Jda Brl uyT0?l — B yXKace BOCKJHMKHYyJA
Ixopmx. — IIpaAMO NpeaoKUTh €My Y3HATH Hally
raitny? Kaxk Be1 moxere?!

— Hocnymaﬁ MBI XOTHM Yy3HaTh, B 4YeM 3Ta
TaifHA 3aKJIOYAeTCH, MM He XOTHM? — MapHpoBa
Ixyauan. — Ham HezaueM roBOpHUTh €My, riae MhI
9TO JocTaau uau Boobiue 4To-1M60 Ha 3ToT cuer,
KpOMe OHOIO: MBI XOTHM 3HATb, YTO O3HAYAIOT 3TH
noMeTKH. BoBce MBI He MOCBALIAEM ero B TaliHy, a
BCEr0o JIMIIb MPOCHM IOLIEBEJIHTh MO3raMH — HaM
e B IMIOMOIIb.

— Tax, rak... d HuKorma He aymaJnaa, 4TO
sbl 6GyaeTre cnpamiMBaTh MMEHHO y Hero. OH He-
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NpeMeHHO II0XKeJaeT 3HATh BCe, YTO KAaK-TO C
3THM CBA3aHO, — BOT yBuaurel Ou — yxacuasa
NPOHEIpPA.

— Y70 THI HMeellIb B BUAY? — YAMBJIEHHO CIpO-
cun J>xyanan. — MHe OH BOBCe He KaXKeTcs Ipo-
HBIDOWA.

— 51 Buepa BHMAena, K&K OH BCIOAY COBaJ
cBO#t HOoc B KabuHeTe, KOraa TaM HHKOro He GbI-
N0, — cxKasana J[Kopax, — OH He 3aMeTHJ,
4yT0o A cToK0 ¢ THMOM HAIPOTHB OKHA. YK KakK
OH TaM mapual

— Ho THI 3xe 3Haelub, KaK ero uHTepecyer pabo-
Ta TBOEro orua, — so3dpasua xxyauan. — Ilouemy
6bI eMy M He nocMoTrpeTh Ha Hee? Tsoemy ormy OH
TO)Ke HPABHUTCA, THI MPOCTO HILIEIIbL, KAKYIO OhI ra-
JOCTBh CKa3aTh Npo Mucrepa Ponanzaa.

— Ax, na 3amoauuTe Bhl 008, — BOCKJHKHYJI
Iuk. — Beab cerognsa couyeabHuk! aBaitte He Gy-
€M CIIODHTB, CCOPMTBLCA HJH TOBOPDMTBH BCAYECKHE
MaKOCTH.

Kax pa3 B 3TOT cCaMbIif MOMEHT YYHTEJb BOLIEJX B
KOMHATY.

— Bce TpyaaTca Kak myenku? — ckasai oH, H
ryGul ero, CKpbIThbie YCAMH, DACTAHYJHCh B YyAbIG-
Ke. — HasepHoe, BBl CJHIIKOM 3aHATHI, 4YTOOHI
CHIrpaTh, K NPUMEDPY, B KADTHI...

— Mucrep Ponann, cap, — nagasa JDxyauan., —
He morau 6u1 BBl HaM NMOMOYb B OAHOM Aeqe? ¥V Hac
TYT €CTh CTAPMHHBIN NOJOTHAHBIA JIOCKYT C KAKH-
MH-TO CTPAaHHBIMH noMerkamu. CiroBa, Io-BHAMMO-
My, JATHHCKHE, ¥ MBI HUKAK He MOMeM pasofpaTh
TEKCT.

¥YBuges, uto JlKyauaH NMOABMHYJ JOCKYT K Y4H-
Temo, JKODMK CepAMTO BCKPMKHYJA, BHILLIA M3
KOMHATHI H C TpPOXOTOM 3axJonHyJaa 3a coboik
ABepb. TuM ObLI pAXOM C Helf.
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— Hawa paobpoxgywnan [»xopaxkuHA, KaKk BUJ-
HO, CErOAHA HACTPOEHA He CJIMIIKOM ApYyKeaiol-
HO, — oOpoHua mucrep Ponana, noararusaa Kk ceGe
TKaHb. — I'ie ToapKO BBl pa3nobeuin aro? Kaxas
HeOOBIKHOBEHHAs Bellb!

Huxkro emy He orsetii. Mucrep Ponana BHuMa-
TEJILHO BIJIAAEJCA B IOJOTHAHEIA CBHTOK M BADYT
BOCKJIMKHY.JI:

— A, Temeps A MOHMMAIO, NOYEMY BBl HA AHAX
HHTEPECOBANUCh 3HAYEHMEM JATHHCKHUX CJIOB —
TeX, YTO NepeBOAATCH Kak «Taifinaa tponas — mo-
muuTe? OHM Ke HamnMCaHBI HA JOCKYTEé H4 CAMOM
Bepxyl

— JHa,— npusnanca Juk. Bce gern npubausu-
auck K muctrepy Ponannxy B Hazexae, 4TO OH CMO-
wer pacmindpoBaTh AJIA HUX 3aragky.

— HaM npocTo xoueTca 3HATH CMBICJ CJIOB,
cap, — ckasan JHxyamaH.

— DTO M B caMOM JeJie O4€Hb MHTEPECHO, — 3a-
MEeTHJI YYHMTeNb, O03aJa4YeHHO pAas3rIAZBLIBAS JIOC-
kyr. — Ilo Bceit BMAMMOCTH, 37eCh COAEpPXKATCH
YKa3aHMA, KaK HaliTM OTBepPCTHE WJIM BXOA, uepea
KOTOphIe MOMKHO BHIATH Ha TallHyl0 Tpomy WM
nyThb.

— Mu Tak ¥ aymanu! — B3BOJHOBAHHO BO-
ckaukHya lxxynuan. — AMeHHO Tak MBI M Ay-
manu. — O cap, npoumralire, noxanyiicra,
yKa3aHuA, — MoxeT OBITh, OHH BAM YTO-TO
NOACKAMXYT.

— Hy 4T0-X, BOT 3TH BOCEMb KBAAPATHKOB
AOJKHBI 0603HAaYaTh, A AyMaio, AepeBAHHEIE

AOCKM MJM TMaHeJH, — CKa3aJ Y4YHUTesNb, yKa-
3bIBafg HA BoceMb rpy6o HayepTaHHBIX Ha IIO-
JOTHe KBaaparoB. — IlozoxAauTe-KA MHHYTKY,

HeKOTOpBIe cJOBAa A caM eje pasbuparo. Bce
9T0 HeOoOBIKHOBEHHO yBJekKarteabHol Solum
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lapideum — paries lignens, a 3To uTo 3a cJxo-
Bo? Kakercsa, cellula, na, cellulal

Jern caywiann, sartauB gbixaHue. JlepeBAHHEIE
nadenu! HaBepHAka nogpasyMeBaJNCh ITAHENMH rie-
TO B hepmMepcCKOM aOMe.

Mucrep Ponangx, HaMopiuus J106, BriasALIBAICA B
crapuHHBIe neyaTHele 6yxBel. Hakonen on mocaan
AHH nonpocuts y aaan ayny. OHa BepHyJach C Jy-
MOoiA, ¥ BCe YETBEPO CTAIH CMOTPETh CKBO3b YBEJIHMYH-
TeabHOe CcTeKJ0. C/oBa CTanIM BHAHEe M BTPOE YeTye.

— Hy-c, — npouaHec HAKOHel| YYUTENb, — HAa-
CKOJBKO f TNOHMMAlO, YKAa3aTeJIH IOBOPAT CJEeAYIO-
mree: «KoMHara, BRIXOAAUIAA OKHAMH HA BOCTOK;
BOCEMb JIePeBAHHBIX INaHeJeif; B OTHOM M3 HUX, IIO-
MeYeHHOH 3HAKOM, MMEeTCA IAe-TO OTBepCTHe; Ka-
MEHHBIN MOJ» — JAa, MHe KaKeTcs, 3TO NpaBUJIb-
HO, — KaMeHHBIH moJ; ¥ mKad. Bce 3To aByuur co-
BEPIIIEHHO HeoOBIYANHO M B BHICIUEH CTeneHH
3axsaTrbiBalolle. Tak Bce-TaKku, Ije e Bbl 3TO pas-
Ao6uLIn?

— M&1 npocTO HALILIM 3TOT JIOCKYT, — OTBETHII
Jhxyanau nocse HeGonb1uOM nay3sl. — AX, MUCTED
Ponann, Goavmyiee cnacubol Ham caMuM 310 HH
3a uto Onl He paszobpare. Kak a mousu, Bxox, Beny-
mumit k Taitnomy IlyTn, Haxomurca B KomHare, 00-
palleHHOM# OKHAMHU Ha BOCTOK?

— Iloxoxe Ha TO, — moarsepaua Mucrep Po-
JIaHA, CHOBA BHMMATEJIbHO BIVIAALIBAACH B CBH-
TO0K. — I'nie, BBl roBopuTe, 3TO0 HAILIH?

— A MBI HHYEro TaKoro He rOBOPMJIM, — CKasana
Juk. — Jlexo B TOM, 4YTO 3TO — CEKperT.

— Hy, MHe-T0, A aymalo, Bel MOorju OBl CKa-
3aTh, — 3afABUJI YYMTeN b, IIAAA Ha Jluka cBOMMH
6aecTAIMMH roayObIMH riaasaMd. — MHe MOXKHO
JOBEPATHh CeKpeThl. BEI ngKe He IIpeAcTaBiseTe,
CKOJILKO Sl 3HAIO NMPECTPAHHBIX CEKPeTOB.
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— Yro x, — ckasan Jxyauau. — 5 peiicreu-
TeJbHO He 3HAl0, M0O4YeMy BaM He CJeAyeT 3HaTh, Tae
MBI 3TO Hauutv, muctep Ponana. Ml Hamau joc-
Kyt Ha ¢pepme Kuppun, B crapoMm TafauHOM KHcCeTe.
I mnymato, Taitusnt IIyTe HaUMHAETCA rae-TO TaM.
HuTepecHo, rae UMEHHO ¥ KyAa OH Benet?

— Bal Hanwu 3170 Ha depme Kuppun? — BOCK-
aukHya mucrep Ponaua. — Tak-c, Tak-c, AOJKeH
NMpU3HAaTh, 4YTO 3TO, NMO-BUAHUMOMY, BECbMa MHTEpeC-
HOe M CTapMHHOe MmecTeuko. IIpumaercsa Kak-HUOGyAL
TYAA CXOXMUTH.

JI>KynuaH CBepHYJ KYCOK ITOJIOTHA M MOJIOKHI K
cebe B KapMaH.

— Hy u4t0 x, Gnarozapio Bac, c3p, — CKasal
OH. — BrI paspeurmin aasa HacC KaKyIO-TO YacTh OX-
HOI TAWHBI, HO 3aAaJM HOBYIO 3araaky. Hano 6yaer
nocne PoxkpecTBa, Korga MBI CMOXKEM IOMTH Ha
¢epmy KuppuH, nouckars npoxox K Taiinomy Ily-
TH.

— d noiigy ¢ Bamu, — 3aaBua muctrep Po-
aaHx. — d mory HemMHOro BamM momoub. KoHeuHO,
IIPM YCJIOBMH, €CJM Bbl HUYEro He MMeeTe IPOTHB
TOro, YToOBl A pas3feNAJ C BAMHM 3TOT BOJHYIOLIMIA
CeKper.

— 3HaeTe, BbI TAK HAM MOMOIJIH, OOBACHUB, YTO
03HA4YaIOT 3TH CJIOBA, YTO MBI 6b1IH GBI panbl Balle-

My y4acTHIO, €CJM Bbl 3aXOTHTe, C3D, — CKasaja
JLkyauan.

— JHa, Mb1 Obinm Ger pagell — mnoguepxkHyJa
Aun.

— 3uauut, noiaeM H noumwmeMm TaltHbli
llyts, — ckasan mucrep Ponaux. — To-to Gyzaer
HOCEJIO MPOCTYKHMBATH MMAHEAb M XKIATh, HE OTKPOeT-
¢A ¥ TAMHCTBEHHLII TeMHEI BxOA!

— Jxxopax BpAx Ju noiper, — mnpoGopMoTan
Jluk Ha yxo Ixyauany. — He Hago 6uu10 Te6e ro-
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BOPHTB, 4TO MucTep Ponana Moxker moiiti ¢ Hamu.
Bens aTo o3Hauaer, uto I[»xopmxk Gyaer oboitnena, a
Thl 3Haelllb, KAK OHA He JIOOMT HAXOAUTHLCA B Ta-
KOM TIOJIOXKEHHH.

— 3ualo, — orserna JKyauaH, 4yBCTBYya ceba
O4eHb HeJOBKO. — Ho He craHeM IOKa 4TO H3-3a
aroro paccrpausBatrscia. ITocne Poxxnecrsa Jxopmx,
BO3MOXKHO, Gyzer HacTpoeHa nHaue. He moxker ke
OHA Be4YHO BeCTH ce6a nmoxobHEIM obpasoml



TJABA BOChbMAA
Yro NMPOH3O0ULIAO B PO)KAECTBEHCKYIO HOYb

Yrpom B nens PoxkaecTsa mapuJo Bceobluee Be-
ceape. JleTH MPOCHYJINCH PAHO M MOBLICKAKHUBAJIH H3
rnocTeau, 4Tobbl PaccMOTPeTh MOAAPKH, DAa3JIOKeH-
Hble Ha CTyJBAX Bo3je Kposarteit. Otosciogy He-
CIMCh BOCTOPXKEHHBIEe BOILTH M BH3T.

— Ol ¥Keneanonopoxuana cranumal Kak pas To,
Yero MHe Tax Xoreaoch. IHTepeCHO, KTO IOAAPHJ
MHE 3Ty BOCXHTHUTEJIBHYIO IUTYKY?

— HoBasa KykJa — ¢ 3aKpBIBAIOLLIMMUCH Ijiasa-
mu. I HasoBy ee Bercu-Mbait. Ona Tak moxoxxka Ha
Bercu-Maiil

— Bor ato kHural Bce, 4TO Hamo 3HaATH O
camonerax. Ot Tern Panun! Kak mMumo c ee

CcTOPOHBI!
— Tumoru! IlocMorpu-Ka, yuTO mopapun Tebe
JxynuaH — OIUeHHHK, Bech B GOJBIIMX MEAHBIX

NyroBMLAX — OO Yero 2Ke Thl POCKOLIHO Oyaeius B
Hem Beiraagers! Iloitan, 1M3HU ero B 3HakK GJuaro-
napHocTH!

— Or xoro 3aro? K10 aTo, HHTepeCHO, MHe moAaa-
pun? I'ne samucoyxka? Ol 9to — or mucrepa Ponan-
na. Bor amoposol Ilocmorpu-ka, »kynuaH, nepo-
YMHHBIA HOXKHK C TpeMsd Jie3aBuaAMH]

Kpukyu M BOCKJIMUAHMA IPOAOJIKAINCH MHOJIO.
YerBepo peGAT M He MeHee MX BO30GYKIAEHHBIN Iec
11POBEJIM BOCXHTHUTEJbHBIN Yac nepes MO3AHHUM POXK-
JIECCTBEHCKMM 3aBTPAaKOM, OTKDbIBAA CBEPTOYKH Ca-
moro pasdHoro pasmepa u ¢dopmsel. Koraa ¢ aTum 3a-
natTueM ObLIO IIOKOHYEHO, CNMAJBHHM peGAT oxasa-
JIMCH B KYTKOM Gecriopsiake.
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— JIxopmx, KTo mogapua TeGe 3Ty KHUTY O CO-
Gakax? — cnpocun [kynmaH, yBHAeB HapAZHYIO
KHHUTY CpPeAH Iopbl MOAAPKOB, IMOJYYEHHBIX AEBOY-
KOH.

— Mucrep Ponana, — KOpOTKO oOTBeTHNIA
Jxopmx.

JI)KynuaH MBICJIEHHO cripaiuuMBai cefs: a mpuMer
mn Jxopmx aror nmoaapoxk? Emy kasamoch, 4TO
Bpan au. Ho nmeBuyuika, nmpH Bceil ee Aep3OCTH H
YIpsAMCTBe, PellHNJia He MOPTHTH Npa3gHUuK Poxae-
CTBa TNPOABJEHHEM CBOEro «TDYAHOroO®» XapakxTtepa.
ITosTromy, Korma ocraiabHble cTanu 6JarogapyuTh
YUYHTENA 3a BelUIlbl, KOTOPhIe OH MM IIPEroAHEC,
oHa mobasuia K o0IEeMy XOpy M CBoe ¢criacubos,
XOTA M NPOH3HECJa ero CAABJEHHBIM THXHMM TIOJIO-
coM.

JI>xopmx He momapuia Y4YWUTENI0 HHYero, XOTA
BCe OCTAJILHBIE CAEN AU eMy IoAapKu, u mucrep Po-
JlaHJ ropsadYo Bcex mnodjarogapuJ, BUAUMO 4YpPE3BbI-
yaiiHo goBosbHBIA. OH cKa3an AHH, YTO ee poxKae-
CTBEHCKAaA OTKPBITKA — CaMaA KpacuBaA M3 BCeX,
KakHue OH Korga-an0o moJy4yas, 1 OHa TakK M IIPOCH-
ANa OT PajoCTH.

— JoJkeH mnpM3HATBCA, YTO A TMOJy4Yalo
fonblLIOE YAOBOJBLCTBHE OT TOrO, YTO ITPOBOXKY
PoxpecrBo 3mecr, — ckKasan mucrep Ponaung,
KOrJa OH BMeCcTe C OCTaJLHBIMH BO BpeMs obexa
yceJcsa 3a CTOJ, NPOCTO JOMHBIUHMICA OT DPOXK-
AeCTBEHCKMX sfAcTB. — Xorure, 1 6yay BMeCTO
Bac paapesaTh HHAelKy, mucrep KsenTun? §l
GonblIOI MacTep B 3TOM Aeel

Jaaa KBeHTUH ¢ pafoCThIO Mepefan eMy BHJIKY
M GOJILLLION OCTPBIN HOXK.

— Ham oyeHb NPUATHO, YTO BHI 3AeCh, C HAMH, —
CKa3aJ OH ¢ 4YyBCcTBOM. — Jlo/DKeH cKasaTh, YTO BBl
XOpOLIO BNHCAINCh, B Hawu OwiT. I yBepeH, 4TO y
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Hac y BCEX TaKoe 4YyBCTBO, CJIOBHO MBI 3HaeM Bac
mMHoro Jiet!

Hens PoxaecTBa npoies o4yeHb Beceao. Y pPOKOB,
pasymeercs, He GbLIO, HEe AOIKHO ObLIO UX OBITH M
Ha caeaymoIuuit geHb. JleTH ¢ yAOBOJBCTBHEM JIAKO-
MUJIHCE BCAKMMH BKYCHBIMH BeIllaMM, €JH CJaJo-
CTH M C HeTepIIeHHEeM KAAJIM 4Yaca, KOrga MOXKHO
OyoeT 3a’keub eJIKY.

Ona npuoGpesa o4eHb HAPAAHBINA BHI, KOrAa Ha
Hel 3aKrau csedn. B TeMHOM XOJJle OT HUX HMCXO-
JIMJI MepLAIOIIUII CBeT, a APKHMe YKpallleHHA CBep-
kanu u 6aecreau. TUM cuaesn M CMOTpesa Ha eJIKY,
(OBEPIIEHHO 3aBOPOXKEHHEBIN 3pesIuIIeM.

— EMy oHa Tak e HpaBMTCA, KaKk M HaMm, —
ckasan Jxopmxk. TuM M npasa MCIBITHIBAN B 3TOT
JMICHb TaKoOe JKe YAOBOJBCTBHME, KaK H JI000i U3 pe-
0.

Bce onm, J03kachk B IOCTEJNb, YYBCTBOBANM cels
YCTANBIMH.

— 1 anHalo, 4TO CKOpPO YCHY, — CKa3ana, 3esas,
Aun. — O, JI)xopnak, KaK 3amMedaTeJbHO BCe OBLIO,
npasna seab? MHe o4eHBb ITOHPABHJIACH €JIKA.

— JIa, 6b1JO OYEHb XOpOILNO, — OTBETHJA
JLxxopax, npeiraa B nocreas. — Mama uger mno-
meaats HaM CrnokoiHoM Houu. Amuk! Tum,
niuk/!

TuM CKaKHYyJ B CBOM SAIIMK, CTOABILUMI OKOJIO
oxna. Korma mama J[Kopa»K mnpuXoauja IOIPO-
HATBCA C AeBOYKAMH Ha HOYb, THM Bcerna cuzaen B
NIIMKe, HO CTOMJIO el CIIYCTUTBLCA BHM3, KaK Iec
nLleTaT OTTyAa Y IPU3EMJAJICA Ha IOCTeaH
JLxopmx. Tam OH M criaj, IIPUCJIOHUBUINCH MOJOBOM
K e HOoram.

— TsI He cyuTaews, 410 ceroaus Tumy caemosano
M crtate BHHU3Y? — crnpocusa mama Jxopmox. —
JLKoyaHHA TNOBOPHUT, YTO OH CTOJBLKO BCEro CheJl Ha
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KyXHe, 4YTO, 10 ee MHEHHIO, ero ofa3areasHo Gyaer
pBaTh.

— Ax, mama, HeT, HeT! — ceifuac ke 3amnpore-
croBana >xxopak. — 3acraBsute TUMa ciaTh BHH3Y
B pPOXKJecTBeHCKY0 Houb? YT0 OH nmoaymaer?

— Hy uTo %, — cKa3aja eift MaMa CO CMEXOM. —
A morsa 6Bl npeaBuAeTh, YTO MNpPeNJaraTbh TaKylo
Belllb COBEPLIEHHO GecCMBICIeHHO. A Terneph GbICT-
PeHBKO cnatb, AHH U J[PKOpMIK, yKe MO3AHO, U BCe
BBI YCTaIH.

3aTeM OHa 3all1a B KOMHATY MaJbYMKOB M IIO-
JKeJlaJla MM TOXKe CIIOKOMHOM HouH. Te yxKe mouTH
craju.

Cnycrsa asa yaca B nocrenu OblaH yike Bce. B no-
Me BOLIAPWJIMCh THMINHHA M TeMHOTa. J[IKOpIXK H
AHH MUDHO cnajM B CBOMX KpoBarkKax. Tumoru TO-
JKe cmaJj, IOJIOXKMB THXKEJIYI0 TOJIOBY Ha HOTH
Jxxopaxk.

BuesanHo J[)xopax npocHyJ ach, KaK OT TOJMYKA.
TuMm TuxoHeuko puryaj! OH NogHAN CBOKO GOJIBLIYIO
Joxmaryio rojosy, u J[xopmx cpady moHsAna, 4TO
OH K 4YeMY-TO MPHCJYLIMBAETCA.

— B uem peno, Tum? — mnpomenrana oHa. AHH
He IPOCHyJack. THM NMpPOAOKAJ TUXOHBKO PbIYATh.
Jlxopmox cena M, 4TOObI 3aCTABUTH €r0 YMOJKHYTS,
NoJOXKHUJa PyKy Ha ero owmeitnnk. OHa 3Haina, 4ro,
ecan Tum pa3byauT ee OTLA, TOT OYEHb PaCCePIAUT-
cA.

Pas6ynus xopnk, Tum nepecran peryatn. He-
BOYKA CHJeJIa M pa3ayMblBaja HaX TeM, 4TO el je-
nare. Byaute AHH He uMMesno cMmbiciaa. JleBUyIUKA
toabko ucnyraercAa. Oruero xe Tum perunt? OH HHM.
KOraa o HoYaM 3TOro He JeJaeT.

«IToxxanyit, HagO MONTH IIOCMOTDETH, BCE JIK M
nopsakes, — noaymana Dxopmk. OHa He Benann
CcTpaxa, ¥ MBICJb O TOM, YTO €i NMPUAETCA KPacThi'A
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10 THXOMY TEMHOMY JOMYy, HUYYTh €€ He CMyInaia.
Kpome Toro, Beaws ¢ Heit Tum! KTo cniocoben mcrbl-
THIBATh CTPaxX, HaxoAAchk pAxoM ¢ Tumom?

Ouna HaxkuHyJa Ha ceba xamaruk. «Moxker,
M3 Kakoro-HuGyAb KaMHHA BBIBAJWJACH IOJIO-
BelIKA M 3aropejici KoBep», — IPOHOCHJIOCH Y
Hee B roJiope, IOKa OHa CNycKaJjach IO JIECTHH-
1le, NPUHIOXMBAACh, HE TIAaXHET JH JbBIMOM.
«3JT1O0 6B10 GBI Tak mMoxoxke Ha Tuma — y4yyaTs
samax M mpeaocTepedb Hacs.

Jlep:xa nagoHp Ha rojgoBe TMMa M 3THM AaBasa
My TIOHATBb, YTO HaxO BecTH ceba Tuxo, J[Kopmx
(CCLIYMHO NPOKpasiach 4yepe3 XoaJa B roctuHyio. C
OrieM TaMm Bce ObLJIO B MOPSAAKE — B O4Yare BHUIAHO
Ou1J10 cCrIOKOITHOe KpacHoe cBeueHne. Ha KyxHe To)e
nce ObL10 HOopManbHO. Tam smansr Tuma npoussogu-
AW LIYM, TaK KaK €ro KOrTH yAapAJIHNCH O JIMHOJIe-
YyMm.

Cnabblil 3ByK AOHECCA C IMPOTHBOIOJOMHOM CTO-
poubl goma. TMM DOBOJIBHO TPOMKO 3apblyaj, H
HICPCTh Y HEro Ha CrnuHe Berana AbiOoM. Jkopmx
(TAHOBUJIACh M 3acThlIa. A BAPYTr 310 rpabutenun?

Heoxxnpanuo TuMoOTH BhIpDBAJICA M3 ee MAJbLIEB
W IIPBIKKAMM TIOHECCA 4Yepe3 XOJJI, 10 KOPHAOPY M
aubuze — npamo B xabuuer! IDxopak ycasliuana
IHMKOe BOCKJIMIIAHMe, a TTIOTOM IIIyM, KaK OT majae-
ot Tea.

Hda aro u B camoMm jaene rpaburenb, — BCKPH-
wnnn xopmx M KuHyaach 6eroM B Kabuner. Ona
vhleJla Ha MOJY 3aXIKEHHBIM KapMaHHBIH ¢o-
WApL, KOTOPBIM YPOHHMJ KaKOM-TO 4YeJIOBeK, OOpOB-
mnitest ¢ Tumom.

JLxopaK 3a)Kria CBeT M ¢ BeJIMYAMIINM yIHBJIe-
WneM OKMHYJIA B3raaaoMm Kabuher. Tam okasancsa
snerep Porana. B nomamHeMm xanare oH Karajicsa
W Loy, nbITafsch ocBOGoAUTHCA OoT TUMOTH, KOTO-
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PbIiA, XOTA U He KycaJ ero, Kpemnko Aep»<aj B 3ydax
noJly ero xajara.

— A, 3to b1, I>xopaaxk! OT30BH CBOIO YIKACHYIO
cobaky! — npousnec mucrep Ponamag Tuxum, HO
cepaAuTHIM rojiocoM. — TBI 4YTO — Xouelub pasby-
AUTH BeCh A0M?

— Ilouemy 3TO BBI pasryauBaeTre TallKOM C
KapMaHHBIM ¢oHapukomM? — Trpo3HO cHpocuia
JlxxopmxK.

— 51 yeablmian 3gech KaKOM-TO LIYM M IIPHILIIEN
NoCMOTpPeTh, B 4eM Aejo, — oTBeTua mucrep Po-
JaHA, CaAfACh ¥ NBITAACh OTTOJKHYTH OT ce6A pac-
CBMpemneBlIero nca. — bora paau, OT30BH CBOEro
3BepA.

— IloueMy BBI He 3aXXrJiM cBer? — crnpocuiaa
Jxopmx, naxke He mbITaach orBect Tuma ot yum-
Tensa. OHa nosydyasia OrpoOMHOE YAOBOJILCTBHME, BUAA
mucrepa Posanaa TakMM paccep)XE€HHBIM M HaIy-
FaHHBIM.

— ¥ He Mor HaIITH BBIKJIOYATENb, — OTBETHJ
yuyuteab. — Kak Tel Mmorsa y6eAuTECA, OH HAXOQUT-
CA M0 APYryIO CTOPOHY ABEpH.

Jro 6blna mpasaa. Beikiaiouatens GBLIO TPYAHO
HalTH, €CJIM Bbl HE 3HAJM, I'Ie OH PaCIIOJIOMKEH.

Muctep Ponana BHOBB IONBITAJICA OTTOJNKHYTh
oT ceba Tuma, n cobaka BHe3alHO 3anana.

— Hy BoT — Teneps oH pa3byauTt Bcex! — B cep-
ALlaX BOCKJMKHYJ y4yuTeab. — 1 He cobupasicsa HH-
KOro GecrioKkouThb, JYMaJ, YTO CMOT'Y CaM BbISCHUTb,
HeT JIU KOro NOCTOPOHHEro — KaKoro-Hubyams rpa-
6utensa, Hanpumep. Hy KOHel, — BOH ¥aeT TBOW
oren!

Oren JI>xopaK BOLLEJ B KOMHATY, BOOPY>KEeHHBIR
Gonboit Koueproit. OH OCTAHOBMJICA ITOPAYKEHHBIMN,
yBuaeB mucrepa Ponanaa Ha nmony u Tumorn, cro-
ALLIEro HaJx HUM.
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— Yro BCce 310 3HAYNUT? — BOCKJHMKHYJ OH. Mn-
crep Ponanx neitanca scrats, HO TuM He aaBai.
Oren JI>xopaXk CTPOrO NPUKPHKHYJ:

— Tuml! A ny-Ka, cap, ceiiuac ke ciogal

Tumory B3raaHya Ha J[KopaK, 4ToObl yOeaAUTh-
CA, YTO ero Xo03AiKa NoJAepP>KUBAET NMPHUKA3 CBOEro
orua. OHa HH4Yero He ckasana. IIoaromy Tumoru He
o6paTU BHUMAHUA HA NMPHUKA3 H OTPAHHYMJICA TEM,
4TO KycHyJ mucrepa Posanzaa 3a JIOABDKKY.

— Ora cofaka He B CBOEM yMme, — CKasaJj, He
nogHUMasAch ¢ nosna, mucrep Ponaux. — Ona yxe
OJIMH pa3 MEHA YKYyCHJa U Ternepb ONATh NbITAETCA
c/leJIaTh TO 2Ke camoe!

— Tuml Tel nogpoitnews ciopa? — 3axkpuyan
orew Toxopmokx. — JKopmxk, 3TOT nec AeHCTBHATENb-
110 HUKOro He caymiaercaA. OT30BH ero CHIO 3Ke MH-
uyryl

— IToau ko MmHe, TuM, — npousHecsaa JHKoOpmxK
TmxuM rojocom. CoBaxka TyT ke mogouuIa K Heill M
nerana pagoM. Illepers y Hee Ha CIIMHe Bce elle CTO-
naa api6om. THM THXOHBKO phIYaJ, KaK GbI roBOpA:
+(Ocreperaiitecs, mucrep Posana, ocreperaiitecn!»

Yyurtens nopuanca. OH GBI y3KacHO pa30aJieH.
Ofpamasaces K oruy J[>KOpaK, OH cCKasa:

— § ycaslmuan Kaxkoi-To IIyM M COILEJ BHH3 C
WKWNDMAHHBIM d)OHaDHKOM TIOCMOTpPeTh, B YeéM neJio.
Mue MMoKa3aJyioCb, 4TO IUIYyM JOHOCHUTCA H3 Ballero
wnOiHera, M, 3Hasg, YTO Bbl JAEPIKHUTE 3AeCh CBOHU
nenible KHUrM B npubopsl, A MOAYMAJ, YK He BOD
nw ciona 3abpanca. He ycrien a cnycTMThCA BHHM3 H
wmofiTH B KOMHATy, KaK OTKYAA-TO MOABHJACH 3Ta
coilka ¥ cBaJMJa MeHA Ha noa. KOpIK Toxe
#I1JIA ¥ OTKA3BbIBAJIACH OTO3BATH CBOErO Iica.

A He MoOry ImOHATHL TBOEro IOBEAEHMd,
JLkopaK, HY HUKAK He MOry, — CepAMTO CKa3aj ee
wien. — Hagelocs, Tl He cTaHelIb BeCTH ce0A Tak
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rjyno, KaKk Thl MMeJia OOLIKHOBEHHME 3TO AEJAThH 10
TOrO, Kaxk NPOLLILIM JIETOM K HaM INPHUEXaJH TBOH
Ky3eHbI. A 4TO 3T0 3a Hcropua takaa? SI BnepBwie
yeasliuai, 4ro THM yiKe paHbllle NBITAICA YKYCHUTh
mucrepa PoinaHpa.

— Jlxopmax nep)Kajia ero BO BpeMs 3aHATHI 1of
cTosoM, — cKa3an mucrep Ponana. — A 06 atom He
3HAJ, ¥, KOrAa S BBITAHYJ IO/ CTOJ HOTH, S KO Hero
JOTPOHYJICA M OH MeHsA yKycui. I panblie He roso-
pua Bam 06 3TOM, C3p, MOTOMY 4YTO He XOTeJ Bac
oropyath. Ho J[2KOpA>K CO CBOMM IICOM IBLITAIOT-
CA JAOocaXXJaTh MHe CO IHA MOEero IOSABJEeHHSA
3aech.

— Hy uTo0 X, TuMy npuAeTcas MOKHHYTH AOM H
JKHUTh B KOHYpe, — ckKasan oren I[xopmx. — 5 He
MOTePILII0, YTOGBI OH HAXOAWJICA B AoMe. JT0 Gyner
HAKa3aHMeM A Hero, Aa M niua teba, Mxopmx. A
He ponyiny noao6Horo noseaeHnsa. Mucrep Ponang
HeoObI4YaifHO n06p CO BceMH BaMH.

— 1 He no3souaio TuMy XHUTh Ha yJaule, — APO-
ctHo Beinaymnaa xopmk. — Iloroga »KyTko xonon-
Has, Aa ¥ BooOuie aTo GyzeTr AJs HEro CTPALIHBIM
yAapoMm.

— Hy uT0 K, 3HaUNT, NPHUAETCA €My IepPeHeCTH
3TOT YAAp, — CKasan e oren. — Byaer au Tum Bo-
ofI1e AOMYCKATLCA B AOM BO BPeMA KAHHKYJ, OTHEI-
He LIeJIMKOM 3aBHCHUT OT TBOEro mnoseneHusa. 51 exe-
IHeBHO OyayT cnpamuuBaTh Muctepa Ponanna, Kax
ThI cebs Bena. Ecan oH ckaxker — ruioxo, Tum ocra-
Herca Ha yiauue. Teneps Thl npeaynpexxkaeHal Maun
00paTHO M JIOXKHCh B TIOCTEJIb, HO NIPEeXae MOIpPOocH ¥
mucrepa PoraHga n3BMHEHHA.

— M ue nmoaymaro! — orseruna xxopmx u, ofy-
peBaeMas THEBOM M YJKaCOM, IyJieil BBICKOYHJIA HO
KOMHATBI 4 nobexxana BBepx IO JecTHune. My:Kuu-
HbI TIPUCTAJILHO CMOTPEJIM eif BCJIeN.
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— OcraBbTe ee, — ckasaix mucrep Pomanp. —
Ona o4yeHb TPYAHBIH pe6eHOK M TBepAO HACTPOUJIACH
Ha TO, YTOOBI OTHOCHTLCA KO MHE C HEIPHUA3HBIO,
910 coBepiueHHC sacHo. Ho a OGyay pax 3HaTh, 4TO
oToil cobaky HeT B AoMe, c3p. I oTHIOAL He yBepeH,
yro J[>KOpM’KHMHA He HATPAaBHUT e€e Ha MEHA, eCcJH
CMOXKET.

— § ouens coskanero 060 BceM ITpoMCIIeIIeM, —
ckasan oren, >xopmx. — JI1060MBITHO, YTO 3TO GBLI
3a IIyM, KOTODBIM BeI caslmiaau. HasepHoe, roso-
BelIKA M3 KaMWHa BhIBAJIMJIAch Ha pewetky. Hy, a
4TO MHe JeJaTh C 3TOM HEeCHOCHOM co0aKoOil HBIHeIlI-
neit Houbio? IToiiTH M BBIBECTH ee HA yauny, d AY-
maio.

— OJToH HOYBIO He Tporaiite ee, — IONPOCHUJ
mucrep Ponaun. — § caeiny mym Hasepxy — Be-
POATHO, OCTAJIbHBIE JeTH TOXe NMpocHyauck. Jlasaii-
te He OyaeM ceroaHsA ewue Gosbllle YCHIMBATH CyMa-
TOXY.

— Bem1, noxanayi, npasel, — 6aarozapHo
otoasanca oren, xopmx. EmMy cosepuieHHO He
XOTEJOCh B XOJOAHYIO HOYb BO3HTBLCA C HeIoO-
KOPHOM AEeBOYKOM M OrPOMHOII pa3o3JIeHHOH co-
fnxoit.

My)X4YHHBI pa3OLUJMCh MO CBOMM CIAJbHAM H
sncuyau. Txxopmxk He cnana. Korga ona nmoauanace
nnnepx, oCTaJdbHBIE AETH TOXKEe He CIIAIM, M OHAa pac-
3T UM O CJAYYMBLLIEMCH.

- Ioxopmox! Hy TeI M aAypouyKa e B caMOM Je-

W, — cKasaa JIukK. — B KoHue-TO KOHIOB, a noye-
my muctep Ponang He nomkeH GbLI COMTH BHHU3, €C-
an ont yeasnuana mym? Tel sxke BoT comial A teneps

+ namu He OygeT B foMe Hauero gopororo apyra Tu-
MA B Takylo CTyxy!

Ann 3annakana. Eit ropsko GeLI0 CaABILIATE, YTO
vlTeab, KOTOPBIM eif Tak HpaBuiacA, ObLI cOMT C
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Hor TuMOM, M ee O4YEeHb OropyMJIO TO, YTO TENeph
Tuma HaKaKyT.

— He 6yas MaageHueM, — NOPHKPHKHYJA
Ixopmx. — J1 ke BOT He miuady, a pedb HIOET O
Mmoeit cobakel

Ho xoraa Bce cHOBA yJIEIVINCh M MHUPHO NOrPy3u-
JUCh B COH, noaymka I»xopax oxkasamach MOKpOit
HaCKBO3b. THMM OCTOPOXXHO yJIErCA PALOM C Heill H
CTaJ CJAU3BIBATH C €€ ILUEK COJIeHBbIe CJIe3bl, TUXOHb-
Ko ckyaa. Tum Bceraa uyscTsBoBan cebs HecyacT-
HBIM, KOrJa ero Xo3fAikKa rpycruia.



FJIABA TEBATASA

B nouckax Tafnoro ITyTn

Ha careayromuit aeHs ypokoB He 6b1y10. J[3KOpIk
Kasajach HeMHOro OsemgHoit M Obla Kakas-TO IpH-
tuxman. Tuma y)Ke BOABOPHJIH B KOHYDPY, U AETAM
ObLIO CJABILIHO, KAaK OH B OTYadAHHHM CKyJuT. Bce
OHM GBLIM PACCTPOEHBI.

— Ax, JI>opmx, A YXKacHO coxajero o060 BceM
cnyuusmiemca, — ckasan Juk. — Kak 6b1 MmHe xo-
TEJ0Ch, YTOOBI THI HEe pearHpoBajia ¢ TaKOil SAPOCTBIO
na npoucxopaiiee. Thl TOJBKO HaBJIEKaelllb 3THM
HenpuATHOCTH Ha cebA u Ha Geauary Tuma.

Jl>Kopa)K HMCIBITHIBAJIA CMELIAHHBIe YyBCcTBa. Te-
1Cpb OHA YYBCTBOBAJA K MHCTepy PosaHay Takyio
NCHPHUA3HB, YTO €l TPYyAHO ObLJIO 3acTaBUThL celsA
avKe cMOTpeTh Ha Hero. M Bce-TaKM OHA He OTBA-
Ki1acb OTKPBITO AEP3NUTh U HE CJOylLUaTbCA ero, Iio-
tomy 4ro GosAJsach, YTO YUYHTEJNb MOXKET BbICTABHUTL
ofl 3a 3TO MIOXYIO OTMETKY, U eil, ObITHL MOXeT, He
nossonAT gaxke Bumetbcsa ¢ Tumoru. Ilpu ee Hero-
KOPHOM HaType eil ObLIO KpaiiHe TPYAHO MPHUHYK-
nnrn cebA xepaKaThCca B paMKax.

Mucrep Pomanxg He obpainan Ha Hee HHMKa-
woro BHUMaHuA. OcrajnbHble [OeTH INBITAIHCh
mnutedb J[PKOpPAXK B CBOM pas3roBOpbl M IJIAHBI,
nn oia ocraBajach NMPUTHXIIEH, HUYEM He HUH-
10pecyroLenca.

Hoxopmx! Mer ugem cerogua Ha depmy Kup-
i, - cxkasaa Juk. — IToigemus ¢ Hamu? Msb1 no-
"LIrneMCA OTBICKATh OTBEpCTHe, Beayuiee K TaitHo-

sy llyTH. 9TOT NyTh AOMIKEH HAYMHATLCA TIe-TO
AN,
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Pebsita pacckasanu IPKOpAXK, YTO MPOYMUTAT HA
JIOCKYTe ¢ moMeTKamu mucrep Ponaua. Bece onu 6ul-
JIA O4YeHb 3THM 3axXBayYeHbl, XOTA INPHATHBIE COOBI- :
THA POMKIAECTBEHCKOro AHA M 3aCTABHJIM KMX Ha Ka- |
KOe-TO BpeMs 3a0bITh 00 UX TailHe. ,

— Jla, KoHeyHO, A mOAy, — OTO3BaJach
J>KopaxK, 3aMeTHO OXXHMBHUBIIMCb. — Tumorm
TOXKe MOXeT noiTH ¢ HamMu. EMy Hago npory-
JATHCA.

OaHako, Korjga AeBOYKa y3Haja, YTO MHCTEp
Ponauxg Toxe moitper ¢ HUMH, OHa TOTYAC me-
peaymana. C yyuTesieM OHa HM 3a 4YTO He NOM-
net! Her, oHa ornpaBMTCA Ha IPOTyJKy BABOEM
¢ Tumoru.

— Ho, xopmx, moaymait TOJBKO, KaK HHTe-
pecHo Gyaer uckate Taitusrit Ilyts, — ckasan Hxy-
auaH, Gepsa ee 3a pyky. I>Kopax pe3ko BbICBOGOAM-
J1a PYKY.

— Ecan nger mucrep Ponaun, a He moitny, —
yIIpAMO 3asaBuia oHa. JleTHM 3HAIM, YTO NbITATHCA
ee yroBapuBaTh GecroJyie3Ho.

— A noiiny oana, ¢ Twumorn, — ckasana
JxopmK, — a Bbl MAATE BMECTe C BalllMM Aparo-
LieHHbIM MucTepoM Posnanaom!

U oua asunHynace B nnyth pagoMm ¢ Tumoru. Ilo
CaJ0BOIl AOPOXKKE yAaIsajach OZMHOKAA MaJeHbKaA
durypka. OctanbHble pebATa CMOTpesM eif BCJeR.
Jro 6bl10 npocto y:acHo! JKopa)K OKaa3bIBajachk
Bce B GosblIeit ¥ Goablueit M30AAUMM, HO YTO OHM
MOTJIM IoAeNaaTh?

— Hy kaxk, getH, rotoBel? — CHPOCHJ MHCTEP
Ponana. — Bel crynaiite ogum, aaaHo? A s noan-
Hee BCTPeYyCh C BaMH Ha depme. MHe Hago cHayana
cOeraTh B ACPEBHIO — JOCTATh KOE-4To.

HNrax, Tpoe peGAT XABUHYJMCH OXHH, XKajedA, 4TO
¢ HuMu Het Jxopa:k. Ee Hurae He GbIIO BUAHO.
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Crapuku Canpepc OGbLiu pazgel npuxony pebsar,
ycaaMJIHd MX B KYXHE 3a CTOJA M YrOCTHJIH IOPAYUM
MOJIOKOM C KOBPMXKKaMHU.

— Hy-c, BBI IpULILIM OTBICKMBATEH ellle KaKHe-
HuOyab TAMHCTBEHHBIE NpeaMeThi? — ¢ yabIGKOik
cnpocuaa muccuc Canpepc.

— MoxkHo Ham nonpoGoBaTth? — crpocua Jxky-
auaH. — MbI MM KOMHATY, BBIXOAALUYIO OKHAMHU
Ha BOCTOK, C KAMEHHBIM II0JIOM M MAaHeJAMM Ha CTe-
Hax.

— Ilon xamMeHHBIN BO BCeX KOMHAaTax BHH-
3y, — ckKasaga muccuc Canmepc. — 3aHuMaii-
TeCh CBOMMM IIOMCKaMM CKOJbKO xorure. 1
4Hal0, YTO BBl HMYero He mnosomaere. He xonu-
Te TOJBKO HaBepxXx, B KOMHATy C ILIATAHBIM
mKadoM, y KOTOPOro 3aAHAA CTeHKa danabLIu-
Bafg, a TakK)Xe, MOXKaJyHcTa, U B COCEAHIOI C
nei. OTM KOMHATHI 3aHATHI XYIOXHUKAMH.

— Xopouro, — ckasan J[KyauaH, HeCKOJbKO
OIOpYEHHBIA TeM, YTO MM He yAacTCA CHOBa obGcie-
ROBATH 3arafioyHbIi miKap. — A XYIOKHHUKH A0Ma,
muccuc Canugepc? Mue xorenock Gbl IOrOBOPUTH C
uuMu 0 Kusonucu. fI pacCcYMTBIBAIO CO BpEeMeHeM
TOXKE CTaTh XYJ0XKHUKOM.

— IIa HeyxT0? — BOCKJIMKHYJa Muccuc CaH-
aopc. — Hy u nenal I Bcernma AMBIIOCE TOMY, Kak
W10 JIIOAM YXUTPAIOTCA IOJy4YaTh AEHBI'H 3a TO, YTO
PHCYIOT KAPTUHEIL.

— JInAa XyROXKHHKOB He JeHBbI'M I'JIaBHOE, a CaMo
‘OijlAaHe KapTUHBI, — cKaadan J[)KyJamaH ¢ yMHBIM
WM. 3TO, KaK BUAHO, elle OoJiblle 03afaqyMjo
mincenc Cangepe. OHa nokauasia B HEJOYMEHUH ro-
nonoil 1 paccMensach.

CrpanHbIit OHM Hapoa! — ckasdasna oHa. — Hy
AN JIATHO, MOHATE M HIUMUTE, YTO BAM TAaK XOYETCHA
wnitri. Ho ¢ xymosKHHMKaMHM BaM CerogHs, IOHBI
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mucrep J[)KyamaH, noroBopuTh He yaactcsa. OHM Ky-
Aa-TO YIILIH.

JeTu noenu KOBPHMIKKH, JOMHJM MOJIOKO H BCTa-
JM u3-3a CTOJIa, Pa3AyMEIBas, rae HAaYMHATH IO-
ucku. UM Hafo NOMCKATh KOMHATY MJIM KOMHATHI,
ofpallleHHEIe HA BOCTOK. OTO — II€pBOe, YTO CJEAY-
eT cAenaThb.

— Kaxasa uyacrs aoma ofpauieHa Ha BOCTOK,
muccuc Cannepc? Brr cnyyaitHo He 3HaeTe? — cripo-
cun Jl>xynuas.

— KyxHsa cMoTpuT npsAMO Ha cesBep, — CKasajia
muccuc CaHzepc, — 3HAYMUT, BOCTOK JOJIXKEH ObITh
tam. — OHa MaxHyJia pPyKOil BIpaso.

— Bnaropapio Bacl — ckasan J[Kyaman. — A

Hy-Ka Bce 3a MHOiil

Tpoe peGAT BBIMIJIKM M3 KYXHH MU INOBEPHYJIH
Hanpaso. B TO# cTOpOHe OKa3aJloChb TPH KOMHaA-
TBI: YTO-TO BpOJE 4yJaHa, KOTOPBIM Temneps pe-
AKO MOJb30BAJMCh, KpPOLIeYHAA KOMHATKa, CJay-
sxuBmasa muctepy Camzepcy 4yeMmM-To Bpojae Mmac-
TePCKOI, a TaK)ke KOMHAaTa, OBIBIIAA B CBOe
BpeMsA TIOCTMHOM, a Temepp HeOoTamJuBaeMaa H
nycTyooLas.

— Tyr BCclOAY KaMeHHbIH o, — 3ameTua Jxy-
JIMaH.

— 3HauyuT, HaM NPHUIAETCA MPOM3BECTH PO3BICKH
BO BCeX TpeX KOMHAaTax, — BCTaBHJja AHH.

— Hwuyero nogo6Horo, — Bo3paswa JDHryauad. —
K npumepy, HaM Heyero MCKAThb B YyJaHe.

— ITouemy 3T0? — yauBuiaach AHH.

— JHypoyka, ha NMOTOMY, 4YTO CTeHbl B HEM Ka-
MeHHBbIe, 4 HaM HY>XHBbI JepeBaAHHbIe naHenau. Ille.
BeJIM KakK cJaefyeT mo3ramMu, AHH!

— Tak. 3HauuT, 3T0 — OXHA KOMHATAa, rae HaM
menaTtbh Hedero, — BcraBua uk. — Iloraagu-ka,
JxynuaH, ¥ B 3TOM KOMHATYLUKE, U B TOCTHHOMN
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creHnl o6uTHI nmaneaamMu. Ham HeoGxoaumo mpoms-
BECTH IIOMCKH B 00eHX.

— JomxHO GEITH KaKoe-TO OObACHEHHe, NoYeMy
cpean ykasarteJseit (GuUrypupyioTr HMMEHHO BOCEMb
KBaApaToB, O00O3HAYAWOIIMX IaHeJIM, — CKasal
I[>KynuaH, BHOBb BIJIAALIBAACH B TMOJIOTHAHBII CBH-
ToK. — Hemnuoxo 610 OB OHMCKATB, HET JU Tae-
HNOYyAb MeCTeYKa, COCTOALLIEr0 BCEro M3 BOCHMH Ia-
ueneit. Hy, TaM, Hasi OKHOM MM elle rae-HuGyAb.

IToucku B AByX KOMHATaX OKAa3aJIHCh HEOOBIKHO-
BEHHO YBJeKaTeabHbIM 3aHaTvem! Jlerm Hauvamu c
MaJIeHbKOH KOMHATYIUKH. Ee cTeHbI GbLIH OOLLIMTBI
TeMHBIMH AyGOBBIMM IaHEJAMH, HO TYT He ObLIO
TAKOI0 MecTa, rfie HaCYUTHIBAIOCH GbI BCEro BOCEMb
naHeJieif, TaK 4YTO OHH MepeIlIM B CJEAYIOLIYIO
KOMHATy.

3neck nanenu 6u11u nHble. OHM He Kas3ajiuch Ta-
KHMH CTAapbIMH M He ObIIM TAKMMM TeMHBIMH. K
TOMY 2Ke KBaAPDATUKH NaHeseil 0Ka3aauch HEOAVHA-
KOBBLIMHM 1O pa3mepy. JleTH npoBepHJIN KAXKAYIO na-
Wb, TIPOCTYKHUBAA M HAJaBJIMBasA Ha Hee, OXKUAAA,
wro B JIO0YI0 MHUHYTY OAHA M3 HUX CABHHETCHA —
WK Ta IaHeJb, B IIPUXO0XKeH.

o ux xkpano pasouyaposanme. He mpoucxo-
AMJIO DOBHBIM cYeTOM Huuero. B cambrit pasrap
HOMCKOB OHM YCJBILIAJHM LIATM M roJoca B MpPH-
wkeir. KTo-to 3arasHysn B roCTMHYIO — Ka-
nwoil-TO My>XYHHA, XYJA0i M BBICOKMII, C OYKaMH
un JUIMHHOM HOCY.

3npascteyiitel — ckasan on. — Muccuc Can-
AV CKa3aJia MHe, YTO BBl HILeTe KJajg HJIH 4TO-TO
» orom poge. Hy, u Kak uayr gena?

Ha He CAMILIKOM YCIIEIIIHO, — BEXJIMBO OTBe-
mn Jxyaman. OH B3rJIAHYJ Ha TOBOPHUBIIIEIO M
v#IWICT 32 er0 CITMHOM APyroro My»X4HHY, MOMOJIO-
0, ¢ PULIYPEHHBIMHU IJ1a3aMH U GOJIBLIMM PTOM.
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— BeI1, HaBepHOe, M €CTh Te CaMble XYAKHUKA? —
CITPOCILT OH.

— CoBepilIeHHO BEpHO, — CKAa3aJ NepBhIf MyXK-
4YuHa, BXOAA B KOMHaTy. — Hy-C, 8 4TO HMEHHO BHI
uiere?

JxyamaHny He XOTelaoch €My TIOBOPDHTb, HO
YBHJIBHYTH OT OTBeTa OBLLJIO TPYIHO.

— Jla MBI IIPOCTO HILIEM, HET JH 3AeCh CABHMK-
HOM mnaHeNlH, — BLINOBOPWJI OH HakKoHel. — Takas
naHeJb, 3Haere JH, ecTh B npuxoxeil. Ham ouens
MHTEPECHO IIPOBOAUTL 3TH IIOMCKH.

— He nomous 11 BaM? — CHIpOCHMJI IEPBBIN Xy-
ROKHUK. — Bac kak 3oByr? Mena — Tomac, a Mo-
ero apyra — YHWJITOH.

JleTH BEXJHMBO IOMOBOPHJIM C HHMHM MHMHYTY-
APYTyIO, He MCIBITHIBAs HH MaJjeillero XejaHud,
yTo0BI 3TH ABOE CTAJIM MM NoMoraTb. Ecau cyiecr-
BOBAJIO 4YTO-TO, YTO MOKHO GBLIO HANTH, OHHU XOTe-
JU caeaaTs 310 camu. Ecam 61 TaltHy pasrajasiu
B3pocJbie, Bce 6110 661 McriopueHol

CKopo npocTyKHBaHHe INaHeseil BO30GHOBHJIOCH.
OHu OblLIM BCELEJIO TIOIJIOLEHBI CBOMM 3aHATHEM,
KOr'Zla MX OKJUKHYJIM:

— Oitl Bor rae aioau AeMCTBUTENBHO TPYAATCA
Ha coBecTh!

JleTH MOBepHYJNCHh M YBHUAEAH B JBEPAX CBOErO
YYUTeNA, KOTOPBIH ¢ yabpIOKoi cmMoTpen Ha Hux. O6a
XYIO0XHHKA B3TJIAHYJIM Ha Hero.

— 9ro0 Bawt apyr? — crpocua mucrep Tomac.

— Ha, 3TO Halll yYUTEJb, U OH OYEHb CUMIIATHY-
Hblill — oTKJMKHYyJnack AHH. OHa GeromM KUHYJach
K mucrepy PosaHay u B3aAJa ero 3a pyky.

— Moiker ObITh, Thl MEHA NpeACTABUILL, AHH, —
ckasdaa muctep Posnana, yabIOHYBILINCH JeBOYKe.

AHH 3HaNa, KaK HaAJ0 NPeACTaBJIATH JIoAeil Apyr
APYTYy — OHAa 4acTO BHJeJa, KaK 3TO JejaeT ee Ma-
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ma. IToBepnyBunce K Mucrepy Posanay, oHa mpo-
H3Hecaa:

— 9ro mucrep Tomac, — M moOKasana PYKOil B
ero CTOPOHY, — a TOT, APYroif — MHUCTep YHJITOH.

My»MHBI  IIPMBETCTBOBAIM APYT ApPYTa TIOQUTYTIOK-
JIOHOM.

— Bm1 3gecs xBapTHpyeTe? — COpOCHMJI MHUCTED
Ponaua. — OdyeHs NpUATHBIN cTapHUHHBIN depMmep-
ckuit fom. Kak Be1 Haxoaurte?

— A Hawm eme He ropa uatn? — cnpocuna JHKy-
JuaH, ycapiluas 60 yacos.

— Ha, 6oiock, uTO Mopa, — ckKasaix mucrtep Po-
naHa. — $1 nmpuinen cioga moake, 4YeM DPaCCYHUTHI-
saj. MbI AO/KHBI YATH He MO3JHEEe YeM 4Yepe3 MATh
MUHYT. I TOJBKO YyTh-4yTh IIOMOTY BaM B ITIOMCKAaX
saragouyHoro TaitHoro IlyTu.

Ho cKonbKO Obl KaXKABIN M3 HUX HU ITPOCTYKH-
BaJ MaHeJd M HU AABHUJ HA HUX, HUYEro MHTepec-
HOIMO B 3THUX HABYX KOMHATax OOHAPYXWUTb He yia-
sock. Bee Gbl1n KpaiiHe pa3oyapoBaHBI.

— Hy, a Teneps HaM AEHCTBUTENILHO HAAO0 MATH, —
saasuw mucrep Ponana. — IloitnemTe momporiiaeMcs ¢
muccuc Cangepc.

OHu rypn0Oif HanMpaBHJINCh B TEILIYI0 KYXHIO,
rae muccuc Canaepc crpanana 4To-TO, U3JaBaBlIee
BOCXHUTHUTEJBLHBIN 3amnax.

— YT0o-HuMbyabr HaM Ha o6en roToBMTE, MHCCHUC
Jangepc? — cnpocua Mucrep YuatoH. — Jomken
(Ka3aTh, YTO BbI MIPOCTO YyJ0 4YTO 3a mosap!

Muccuc Canaepc yaesibHynace B orser. Ilosep-
HYBLINCHh K AETAM, OHA CipocuJia:

— Hy, moporyumu, Hauaud To, 4ero BaM TakK XO-
resocs?

— Her, — orserun 3a uux mucrep Ponanng. —
BB KoHLe KOHLIOB HAM Tak U He yaanock HaiTh Taii-
no1id ITyTs!
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— Taiinerit IIyte? — yaMBJAEHHO Iepecrnpocuaa
muccuc Caugepc. — A 4to Bbl 00 arom 3Haere? A
aymaJsa, Bce 3TO JaBHBIM-AABHO N0O3a0bITO — COOCT-
BEHHO IroBOpA, A AOJrHe roasl BooOlle He BepHJa,
YTO TAKOH MyTh CYyLIECTBYET.

— 0O, muccuc Canaepc, 3HA4YUT, BBl O HEM 3Hae-
Tel — BockaukHya xyamaH. — I'me oH HaxomauT-
ca?

— He 3uar, goporoii, atra raiiHa yrepsHa AaB-
HBIM-IaBHO, — OTBETHJIA CTapylukKa. — Sl IMoMHIO,
KaK MOA CTapeHbKas 6afyllKa 4YTO-TO TI'OBOpPHJA
MHe 00 3TOM, Korfga MHe ObLIO MeHblIe JeT, 4YeM
mwobomy u3 Bac. Ho Korga a Gb1y1a MajleHbKaA, MEHA
TaKue BeIlM He MHTepecoBanu. 51 Gelia morJoieHa
KOpOBaMH, KypaMH, OBLIAMH.

— Ax, muccuc Canaepe, Hy noxkanyiicra, nornpo-
OyiiTe NPUIIOMHUTL XOTh YTO-HUOYAbL! — B3MosmaCcA
Ouk. — Yro npeacraBaan cobowo 31oT TaitHbIi
IIyTs?

— Cuwuranoch, 4YTO 3TO — IMOTAMHOM NPOXOA, Be-
Ay Kyaa-tro or depmel Kuppun, — ckasana
muccuc Canaepc. — A Kyaa OH BeJ, MpPaBo CJIOBO,
He 3Hawo. M nosib3oBanuce B CTapyHy, KOraa JIOAU
XOTeJIU CIPATATLCA OT BpParoB.

Kak »anko, uro muccuc Cangepc 3Hana Tak He-
mHoro! IleTn nmonpoluanuces ¢ Heil ¥ YULIM €O CBOMM
y4duTesieM, YyBCTBYA, YTO YTPO MOTPAYEHO BITYCTYIO.

Korma ouu npumuu B Kuppun-korremx,
Hxxopasx Obria goma. Teneps ee mieKHM ObLIN yaKe He
TakuMu OJegHBIMKU, M OHA TNPHUBETCTBOBaJsa pebAT,
He CKpbIBaA UHTepeca.

— Hy kak, Hamunu urto-Hubyan? Pacckakure

MHe 000 BceM, — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.
— JTa Heyero paccka3sbIBaTh, — OTBETHUJI JOBOJIb-
HO XxMypo [{uK. — MbI HAaULIK TP KOMHATHI, o0pa-

LHIeHHbI€ HA BOCTOK, C KAMEHHBIM I10JIOM, HO TOJILKO
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B ABYX OKa3aJINCh AePeBAHHbIE MAHEeJH, TaK YTO MbI
00BICKAIM KaK CJHeAyeT MMEHHO MX — BCe IIPOCTY-

KaJH, BCIOAY IOTHIKAAM — HO HAWTH HHUYEro He
yaaJnoch.
— Mu1 BuAeaH ABYX XYAOKHHMKOB, — CKasajia

Ann. — OguH — BBICOKHI, XYyAOif, ¢ AIUHHBIM HO-
com u B oukax. Ero 3oByr mucrep Tomac. pyroit
OKa3ajncs IOMOJOXKe. ¥ Hero MaJleHbKHe CBMHEIe
r1a3KA ¥ OrPOMHBIH POT.

— $1 BcTperusa MX CEeroAHA YTPOM, — cCKasaja
Ixopmox. — Hasepusaka 310 G6bltn oHn. C HUMH
6o1 muctep Ponana. Bece Tpoe oxkmBieHHo Geceno-
panu. OHM MeHA He 3aMeTHUJIH.

AHH TOTYaC 3anporecToBasia:

— Jla He MoxeT 310ro GhITH, YTO THI BHJeJA XY-
noxxHukoB! Mucrep Ponana He 6bla ¢ HUMH 3HA-
KoM. MHe npMILIoCh MX NPeACTaBUTh APYr ADPYry.

— A 3naelus, s yBepeHa, 4uTo Posnann, oGpaa-
ACh K OHOMY M3 HUX, HAa3hIBAJ €r0 YHJITOHOM, — B
HenoyMeHun ckasana J[xopmxk. — OH cosepiueHHO
onpeAesaeHHO GbL1 C HUMHM 3HAKOM.

— J1a He MOrJau aro GbITh XYACKHHUKH, — OIATH
saasuna AHH. — OHH B caMOM Jejie He 3HAJIM MMC-
tepa Ponanaa. Mucrep Tomac cripocui, KTO 310 —
Halll Pyr WM ele KTOo-HUOYAb.

— 1 ysepeHa, uTo He omnbaioch, — YIIpPAMO 3a-
asmwna Jxkopmk. — Ecau mucrep Ponaua ckasan,
YTO OH He 3HAKOM C 3THMH XYAOXKHHMKAMH, 3HAYMT,
OH IIPOCTO COBpAJI.

— Hy 3Haems, TeI Bcerna HOPOBHUIUL BLICTABUTD
ero KaKMM-TO YyOBHUILEM! — Heroayolle BOCKJIMNK-
HyJa AHH.

— Tuxol — ckasan xxyauan. — OH uger croaa.

JlBeps OTKPpBLIACh, B KOMHATY BOLUEJ YYUTEIb.

— Hy Bor, — ckasas oH, — OGMJIHO, YTO MBI He
cmorau oreickaTh Taitueiit ITyTs. Ho ¢ Haweit cro-
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POHBI OBIJIO AOBOJILHO I'JIYIIO BECTH ITOMCKH B TOM ro-
CTHHOH — BeAb IaHEJH TaM BOBCE He TAKHe Y CTa-
pble — WX HaBepHAKa Ha0HMJIH MHOIO JIeT CIyCTA
MOBEPX MPEeXHUX.

— Hy uTo X, CHOBa BeCTHM MOMCKH TaMm Gecro-
JIe3HO, — pa3oyapoBaHHO 3ametua Jxyanan. — U
A TMOYTH yYBEPEH, YTO B TOif MaJIeHbKOH KOMHATE MBI
TOXKe HUYero He HaiiaeM. MbI Beib OCMOTpeJIH ee ca-
MBIM TIIATEALHBIM oGpa3dom. Kakas, B camom nerne,
obunal

— MHa, Te1 npaB, — ckasan mucrep Poaang. —
Hy kak, >)xynuaH, nmoHpaBMJINCh Te0e XYIOOXKHH-
K1? MHe ObLIO NPHUATHO ¢ HUMHM MO3HAKOMHUTHCA —
MHe OHH IOKa3ajNCh CJABHBIMWI, MAJTBIMHU, U A XO-
Tesn 6bI MOMAEPHATh 3HAKOMCTBO C HUMH.

Ixopmx nornagena Ha yuyutens. Heyxeau o
cnocoGeH TAKMM WMCKPEeHHHMM TOHOM TIOBOPHUTbL He-
npasay? Iesouka 6bina KpaitHe o3ajgauyeHa. Ona
Obl1Ia TBEpPAO yBepeHa, YTO BHMAEJA ero B OOLIECTBe
XyR0xKHHUKOB. Ho K yeMy eMy NpUKHABIBATBCA, YTO
oH ux He 3Haer? HasepHoe, ona ommnbaace. U Bce
e eif ObLIO Kak-To He 1o cefe, H OHA TBEPAO pellu-
Jla CAeNAaTh BCEe, YTOOBbl YCTAHOBUTH UCTHHY.



TJIABA QECATASA
A>KopAK M THM nepe)XHBAIOT NOTPsICEHHEe

Ha cneayomiee yTpo ypoKH BO30GHOBWJINMCH, HO
THMOTH HOA CTOJIOM Yyike He Obuio. ¥ Jxopaxk ObL10
GoJIbILIOe MCKYILIEHHe OTKa3aThCA 3aHMMATBhCA, HO
Kaxkoit 6s11 661 OT 3TOro npok? Bapocasie obnaxaior
TaKOM BJACTBIO... 1 OT HHX MOKHO XXAATh JIo6oro
HakasaHHA. Eif 6b1JI0 Bce paBHO, KaK HaKaXyT ee,
HO OAHA MBICJIb, YTO HAKAa3aHHEe MOIKET OTPA3HUTBCA
1 Ha TumoTH, 6bLIa IUIA Hee HeBLIHOCHMA.

Hrak, Gnegnana u yrpioMmas, AeBUYYIIKAa ycejlach
3a CTON BMECTe C OCTANBLHBIMH. AHH TaK M ropeia
JKeJIaHHEM YYaCTBOBATh B 3aHATHAX—COGCTBEHHO
roBops, OHa rotosa ObL1a Ha Bce, JUIIbL GBI YTOAUTH
mucrepy Posanay, Beab OH nmogapu eif MaJeHBKYIO
tdero ¢ Mmakymiku enku! AHH cuuTana, 4to Gonee
KPacHBO# KyKJIbI OHa HMKOrja He BHJeJAa.

JXopmK CKOpYMJa rpuMacy, Koraa AHH IIOKa-
3ana et Kykay. Ona Boofie He Jo6uaa KyKOJ, U
YK effi HH B KOeM cJy4yae He MOrja NOHPaBUTHCA
KYKJa, KoTopyio Beibpan mucrep Ponana U xoto-
pyio oH nogapun AHH|! AuH e 6bLIa OT Hee B BOC-
Topre M H3 6JArofApHOCTH pelInIa 3aHUMAaTLCH
BMECTe CO BCEMM M CTAPATHLCA HA YPOKAX M30 BCexX
CHII.

Jxxopax ke nNpoABAASA YCepAHA POBHO
CTOJIBKO, 4YTOOBI TOJNLKO He HaBJeyb Ha ceba He-
npuaTHocreit. Mucrep Ponana He nposasaan
MHTepeca HM K He#l, HH K TOMY, 4YTO OHa Ae-
naet. OH XBaJMJ OCTANBHBIX M He KaJeJ CHJI,
yTo66l mMoMoub J)KyJMaHY CIPABHUTBCA C 4YeM-
TO, YTO TOMY Kas3ajoCch TPYAHBIM.
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Bo Bpema ypokoB AeTH cawiianu, Kak TuM cky-
JIUT BO ABOpe. DTO O4YeHb MX Orop4yaio, Tak Kak Tu-
MOTH OBII UM TAKHM JOODHIM TOBAPHIIIEM, TAKUM
JoporuMm apyroMm. IliAa HMUX HeBbIHOCHMMO GbLIO Ay-
MaTh O HEM, HM B YeM He NPHHHUMAIOLIEM YYacTHA,
HEeCYaCTHOM M Mep3HylIeM B cBoeit Konype. Korana
HACTyNnWJI JeCATHMHMHYTHBIA nepepniB 1 Muctep Po-
JIaHA BhIIIEA U3 KOMHAaTtel, J[)KyamaH ofpaTmica K
Hoxopaox:

—xopax! Ham y»xacHO TAMeNO CABILLIATL, KaK
Geauara Tum Boer Tam Ha xoxoge. MHe onpeneneH-
HO NMOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OH Kauuiser. IIo3soas MHe mo-
rOBOPHUTH O HeM ¢ Muctepom Ponangom. TeGe, Ha-
BepHOe, IIPOCTO HEBBLIHOCHMO CO3HaBaTh, 4YTO TuM
3abHer TaM, Ha ABOpe.

Jxopmx oTBeTH A C TPEBOIOit B roJoce:

—MBHe TOXe IMOKAa3aJIoCh, YTO A CJABILIY, KaK OH
Kauuiger. Hanerocs, oH He nipoctyauiaca. OH npocro
He MOXXeT MOHATbH, NI0YeMy MHe NPHIILIOCHh ero Tyjaa
nomecTuTb. OH CYUTAET MEHA O4YeHb Henobpoii.

IleBouka oTBepHyJach, 6oAch, Kak ObI U3 ryias y
Hee He OpbI3HyaH cae3nl. OHa Bcerga XBacCTasIach,
4YTO HMKOrga He Iuiader, HO, KOrga OHa AyMmaja o
THUMOTH, Mep3HyILIEM Ha yJHLe, OYeHb TPYAHO ObI-
JIO YAEPIKATBLCA OT CJIe3.

JHK AOTPOHYJICA IO ee PYKH.

— IMocnywaii, kopax, Thl NPOCTO HEHAaBM-
auab Mucrepa Ponanaa, u, BepQATHO, NOGOPOTH 3T0
B cebe Thl He cMoxkewib. Ho MBI Bce mpocTO He MO-
2KeM NPUMHUDHUTHECA ¢ TeM, 4To THMOTH TaM coBceM
OAMH, a CerofHs, MoOxoxke, noiger cHer. I[nsa Hero
310 Gyner yxacHo. Tl He morsa Gul CeroaHs BECTH
cebs HeBepOATHO XOpOLIO M 1o3abbITh O CBOEil He-
NPUA3HH, C TeM 4YTOOB, KOoraa TBOH OTeI[ CIIPOCHT
mucrepa Posanga o TBOeM NoBeAEHUH, TOT MOT CKA-
3aTh, YTO Thl OTJMYHO ce0sa Beja, a MBI BCe TOrAa
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nonpocuM Mucrepa Posnanaa paspemunts Tummn
BEPHYTBLCA B AOM. Cabimiums?

TUMOTH ONATH KALLUIAHYJ BO ABOpE, U CepAue y
J>KopmeK C3xanoch. A 4TO, eC/IM y Hero HadyHeTcs aTa
crpainHas Gose3aHb, KOTOpas HA3BLIBAETCA ITHEBMO-
HHell — BOCTaJIeHHEM JIerKMX, & OHA He CMOJKEeT 3a
HHM YX&XHBaTh, IOTOMY 4YTO OH Oyaer ofsasan
>KUTh B KOoHype? Ona ymper ot ropal Ixopax obpa-
tiuaack K [xynuany u Juky.

— Jlaano, — cKasasa oHa. — 1 aeicTBUTENBHO
HeHaBH)Ky mucrepa Ponanzaa, Ho MoA 110608 K TH-
MOTH CHJIbHee Moeifi HeHaBHCTH K yuureaio. Iloaro-
my paau TMMa A NPHUTBOPIOCH XOpoOLUeH, MOCHYLI-
HOM M ycepaHoil. M Torna BelI CMOKeTe yIIDOCHTH €ro
paspemuuts TUMY BepHYTHCA.

— Mosoguunal — ckasan Ixyanan. — BoH on
HUJEeT, cTapaicsa e H30 BCeX CHII.

K Benuuaiimemy yausieHuio yunrtens, IHxopmx
yneIGHYACHh €My, KOTrJa.OH BOIIeJ B KOMHATY. OTO
6LLI0 CTOJIb HEOXKHMIAAHHO, YTO OH oroponen. Eumre
Gonbmie OH OBl O3agadyeH, BHAA, UTO BCE YTPO
Jlxxopak 3aHHMasach ¢ GOJMBIIMM IPHJIEKAHHEM,
YeM BCe OCTAaJIbHbIe, & KOTrAa OH C.Hel 3aroBapuBal,
OTBEYAJIA BeKJHUBO U ApyxKeao6Ho. OH moxsanmi ee.

— Monoaen, Txopmxnnal Cpady BHAHO, YTO Y
TefA XOpoluas roJiosa Ha Ijaedax.

— Cnacu6o, — ckasana J>xopmx ¥ Harpaguia
ero ere ogHoM caaboit yasibKoit — oueHsb GiexHOM
Y eBa 3aMETHOM MO CPABHEHMIO C €e K€ PaJOCTHBI-
MH yaepIiGKaMH, KOTOphIe TAK XOpowuo ObLIM 3HAKO-
Ml ee apy3baM. Ho Bce-taku 310 6b11a yasibkal

Bo Bpemsa obena JI>xopmx 6bL1a KpaiiHe niofe3Ha
¢ mucrepom PonanaomM — 1mepenaBajia COJIOHKY,
crpaluMBajia, He HY>KHO JIK eMy eule xJeba, BcTasa-
na, 4yTOOBl HAIIOJHHTHL €ro CTAKaH, Korga OH ObLI
nyct. OcTanbHEIe AeTH CMOTPEJIM Ha Hee C BOCXHILe-
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HueM. J[opax obiazana rpoMagHOil CHJIOM BOJIH.
Hasepusaka et 6bL10 OYeHb TPYAHO BecTH ceGA Tak,
Kak ecau 6u1 muctep Ponana 6eL1 ee GonbiuuM ApY-
rOM, TOTA4 KaK Ha CaMOM JeJle OHA XKYTKO €ro He-
HaBugenal

¥ mucrepa Ponanza 6611 O4eHb JOBOJIBHBIN BUL,
¥ OH, CYAA IO BCeMY, GbLLI rOTOB OTKJIHKHYTBCA HA
apyxemobue Ixopax. OH HEMHOMKO C Hel moly-
THJI, TIPE/UIOKHJ AATh eif KHIKKY 0 cofakax, KOTO-
paa y Hero 6bu1a. Mars >xkopak Oblia B BOcTOpre,
yGeauBILINCh, YTO €e TPYAHAaA AOo4YKa Bpoae Obl pe-
INKMIA HAYaTh HOBYIO KM3Hb. B ofleM, B 3TOT AeHBb
armochepa B aome ObLIa HAMHOIO Becejiee, 4eM
npexae.

— Jxxopmx, nepex TeM KaxK TBOM oTell BOMzaer
CerofHa BeyepoM, 4YTOGBI cipocuTs MucTepa Ponan-
na, Kak Tel ce6a Besa, BRIMAM M3 KOMHATHI, — IO-
cosetroBas lxxyanan. — WM Koraa yyuTesas CKaXket O
TBOEM OTJHMYHOM IIOBEJEHHMH, MBI BCE CIIDOCHM €ro,
He MoxxeT i Tumorn BepHyThca. Ham Gyner serde
3TO CAeJIaTh B TBOE OTCYTCTBHE.

— Xopouro, — ckasana Jxopmx. Eit Bceit ay-
IIOM XOTeNoCh, YTOBH!I 3TOT TPYAHKIK AEHB ITOCKOpee
KOHuYmIcA. JlesaTh BMA, YTO OHA MCILITHIBAET ApY-
JKeCKHe YYBCTBA K YUYHMTENIO, Korpa aejo obCTosno
coBCEeM HHaue, eif 6b1JI0 OueHs HeJerko. OHa HUKOr-
Ia, HUKOraa He MorJya 6el TAK IOCTYIIMTH, eCau Gbl
He Tumorul

ITepex Tem kKak mpobuJyo 1recTs Yacos, JKOPIXK
BBICKOJIb3HYJIa M3 KOMHATHI: OHA YCJABILIANA IpPH-
Gmmxaromueca warn otua. OH BowIesT B KOMHATY M
KHMBHYJ mucrepy Ponaupgy.

— Hy-c, xopo1o Ju nopaboTany CerofHs Ballyu
y4eHMKH? — CHPOCHJI OH.

— OueHb, OYEHb XOPOILIO, — OTBEYAJ MHCTEp
Ponaun. — J)xynnaH CEerogHs I0-HACTOALUEMY OCH-
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JUJI TO, Yero paHblIe He MOHMMAaJ. UK XOpolIo
BBIMIOJIHMJI 3aJaHHUe 10 JaThlHH. AHH Hamucaaa ym-
paxxHeHne no ¢paHuy3cKoil rpamMmaTuke Oe3 eau-
HOM OIIMOKH.

— A kakx Hacuer JDxopmk? — cnpocHa asaas
Ksentun.

— 3 kax pa3 nepexogmn K JDKopaxuHe, —
ckasan mucrep Posaupa, ornfaasiBasch BOKPYT M BH-
I, 4TO ee B KOMHAaTe HerT. — OHA CerogHsa TPyAH-
Jiach JIy4Yllle BCeX OCTAIbLHEIX. §I, MpaBo, OYEHb €10
nososieH. OHa oyeHBb crapajack M GbLIa MO-HACTOA-
LIeMY BeXKJHBOM M ApyKeno0Hoi. S yyBcTBYIO, 4TO
OHA NBITAETCA U3MEHUTDb CBOe OOBLIYHOe IOoBeeHHe.

— Ona ceropusa Gulja MOJIOALIOM, — IOPAYO AO-
O6asun Ixynuan. — Iaaa KBeHTHH, OHA XYTKO
crapanach, Hy IpOCTO M30 Bcex cuia. W, anaere, oHa
CTpPAILTHO HEeCYacTHA.

— ITouemy? — yauBaeHHo cnpocun aaasa Keen-
THH.

— H3-3a Tumorn, — ckasan Jxyanan. — Bu-
AUTe JH, OH B TAKYIO CTYXKYy Ha YJHIE, & MEeXIy
TE€M OH CTPAIIIHO KalLIfer.

— Ax, nana KseHTHH, Hy noxanyiicra, ro-

3BoabTe OepHare TuMMH BepHYTHCA B AOM, — YMO-
NAOLIe cKa3ana AHH.
— Ja, noxkanyiicra, noasosyjbrel — noBasma

Huk. — He Toasko pagn I»kopask, KoTopad Tak ero
qiobur, HO 1 pagu Hac. HaM npuxoauTcsa caymiars,
KaK OH CKYyJHUT BO asope. A J[XKOpAK NpAMO-Taku
3acjaysKnia Harpany, AsaAas, — OHA CerofHs Beja ce-
6 BOCXMTHTEJLHO!

— Hy ut0, — npousnec aaaa KBentuH, Heyse-
PEHHO IIAAA Ha ofpallieHHBbIe K HeMy C HAaJAexnoit
Juua, — A MPOCTO He 3HAI0, YTO M CcKasaThb. Eciam
Ixopmx Gyner BecTH ce6A pasyMHO, & IOroja Cra-
HET XOJIOAHEEe — YTO ...
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O nocmorpen Ha Mmucrepa Pomanaa, oxupas,
4TO TOT CKaKeT 4TO-HMOyas B nons3dy Tumoru. Ho
yUYHTeJb HUYEro He cKkasau. Bua y Hero 61 pasno-
Cafi0OBaAHHBIIL.

— Kax Bm aymaere, Ponana? — crpocus gans
KBeHTHH.

— 5 xymaio, YTO BHI AO/LKHEI IIPHAEPIKUBATHCA
TOro, YTO CKa3adHd paHbIle, H OCTABUTh CODAKy BO
ABOpe, — CKA3aJ HAKOHel yuureab. — JDKOpmK
n3banoBaHa, M 10 OTHOLUEHHIO K Heit Tpebyerca
TBEpAOCTHh. BEI AO/MKHEI OCTABHTL B CIUJIE CBOE pellle-
Hue Hacuer cofaku. HeT HHKAKHUX OCHOBAHHM yCTy-
NaTh TOJBKO IIOTOMY, YTO OH& OAMH-eAMHCTBEHHLIN
pa3 Besa cefa xopoiuo.

Tpoe nmereit ycraBuauch Ha mucrepa Posnanpa c
yAuBJEeHHEM M yxacom. IM H B rojIoBy He IpHMXxo-
JWJIO0, YTO OH MOMKET UX He MOAAEPIKATb.

— O wmucrep Ponana, BB JelCTBHUTEIBLHO
CcTpalIHbIi yenoBek! — BcKpuuana AHH. — Hy cka-
JKHUTE JKe, CKAXKHUTe, YTO Bl COrJIaCHhI BepHYTh TH-
morul

Yuurens aaxxe He BaragHya Ha AHH. OH NpHUKY-
CHJI CBOM TOHKHE Iy0hl, CKPBITEIE I'YyCTBIMHM YCAMH, U
CMOTpeJI IIpAMO B riasa aane KseHTuHy.

— Y710 X, — cKas3an aaaa KBeHTHH, — mnoxka-
ay#, nocmorpumMm, Kak JDxopmx Gyner ceb6a BeCTH B
TeyeHUe Hejeau. B KOHLe KOHIOB, OAMH JA€Hb —
3TOro MaJIOBaTo.

Hetu cMoTpenu Ha Hero ¢ HenmpuasHbio. ITo nx
MHEHUIO, OH OKajsaiuca caabeiM m HenoOpeiM. Muc-
Tep Ponana ono6pUTEeNIbHO KMBHYJI.

— Ha, — npoMonBua OH, — Hexenn — Gousee
HaJIe)KHEI HCnbITaTeNbHBIN cpok. Ecan J[xopmxu-
Ha Oyzer uLeayio Heoeaio BeCTH ceff XOpoIlo, MBI
eure pa3 obcyanm Bonpoc o cobake, c3p. A 1oxa 4To,
A CYHUTAIO, JyYllie IIOAEPIKATD ee Ha YyJHLe.
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— Jorosopuiaucs, — OTO3BaJICA AAAA KBeHTHH
¥ BuIIIeNX U3 KOMHaTel. OMHAKO, BBIXOAA, OH OCTa-
HOBMJICS HA TIOpOre M OrJSAHYJICA. — 3aXOAUTE KaK-
Hubyap KO MHe B KabuHer, — cKasaj oH. — §I He-
MHOKKO NMPOABHMHYJICA Briepes B BhIBeAeHHH Gopmy-
aul. Ceifyac KaKk pas OYeHb HHTEpPECHasa CTaguA.

Tpoe aeteil neperasHyJIUCh, HO HUYEro He CKa3a-
au. Kakasg HM30CTH CO CTOPOHBI YYHTEJNA OTIOBO-
pyuTh aaaio KeentuHa or Toro, uto6ul TuM BepHyJ-
ca B gom! Bce OHM oLyTHIM pPa3doyapoBaHHE B HEM.
Yuurenp 3aMeTHJI BEIDAXKEHHE UX JIHIIL.

— H coxanero, 4TO pa3oyapoBas Bac, — CKas3as
oH. — Ho a aymaro, uro, ec1u 661 TUMOTH OXMH pa3
BaC TANHYJ, a B APYroii pa3 MCKycaJ BCEro, rosa-
JHJI Ha noJj, BaM OBl TOXe He CJMIIKOM XOTeJOCh,
4yT06BI OH HAXOAHMJICA B JJOME.

OH BHILLIEX M3 KOMHATBI, & AETH CTAIH 00CYyK-
aaTh, 4to ckasarb J[kopmk. OHa moABMIach B TY
xe MMHYT. JIMIIO ee BHIDAXKAJIO HeTeprneHue W Ha-
OeXKAy. YBUAEB yrpiOMEIe JIHIIA CBOMX Apy3eii, oHa
3aMepJia Ha MecCTe.

— Yro, TuMy He paspelnaloT BePHyTbCA? — TO-
POIUIMBO CIIDOCHJIA AeBOYKA. — 4YTo mpom3souwno?
T'osopure kel

Onu eif pacckasammu. JIuuo JDHKOpmK noTreMHeNIQ
OT T'HEBa, KOrja OHA YCJLIIIANA, KAK YYHTEeJh Ha-
CTOAIJI HA CBOEM, HECMOTDA HA TO YTO AaxKe ee OTell
BBICKA3&JICA 34 BO3BpAallleHHe IIca JOMOM.

— Kaxas »xe oH ckotuHal — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. —
Kax s ero HeHaBmxy! 3a 310 1 C HUM DaCKBHTAIOCH.
O6asarensHO, 06A3aTeNbHO, 06A3aTeNIBHO!

C aTuMu croBaMM OHa MyJiei BbLIeTeNa M3 KOM-
HaTel. OHM CABILIAJH, KAK OHA BO3UTCA B XOJLIE;
3aTeM XJIOMHYJIA BXOAHAA ABEpPb.

— Ona ymna Tyaa, B TEeMHBIH ABOp, — CKa3as
Ixynnan. — YsepeH, uto nouwa k Tummu. Bex-
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uara xopmx! Tenmepr OHa craHeT COBCeM HEBO3-
MOXKHO¥! i

B Ty Houp )kOpmK He B COCTOAHMM ObuLia 3a-
cayTh. OHA BOpOYanach ¥ MeTajaach B IIOCTEJNH, NPH-
CAYyLINBAACh, Kak TaM Tumoru. OHa cabiiana, Kax
OH Kamnuifer, Kak cKyaut. OH 3ameps, ona GeLra
yBepeHa, uto Tum 3amep3. Ona HacoBasa Maccy CBe-
JKell COJIOMBI B €ero KOHYDY, a CaMy KOHYpY NOBep-
HyJa TakK, 4To0Ll B Hee He 3aJeTaNl XOJIOAHHIA ce-
BEPHBLIN BeTep, HO BCE PABHO €My HaBepHsKa ObLIO
TAYKEJIO NEePEeHOCUTh 3TY MYYMTEJbHYIO HOYb IOCJ]e
TOro, KaxK OH TaxK JOJIIO CNaJ y Hee B nocreau!

THUMOTH KalIAHYJ TAKHM IPOCTYKeHHBIM 6a-
coMm, uto J[)xopmx He B cuinax Geura Gosbiie Tep-
ners, OHa A0o/KHA, MPOCTO 06:A3aHA BCTATH M BHIH-
TH K HeMy. «f1 HeHaZO0J/Iro BIIyLIy €ro B JOM M pa3so-
TPy eMy IPyAb TeM CHaa00beM, KOTOpPHIM OGBIYHO
NoJbL3yeTcs MaMa, KOrga y Hee 3aJIOKeHa IpyAb.
MosxeT, 3TO eMy nMOMOXKeT», — paccy»aaja npo ce-
6a neBOYKA.

Ona GbICTPO HAKHHYJIA Ha cefA Koe-4TO M3 Ofex-
ABl M THMXOHBKO CIIYCTHJIACh IO JieCTHHUe. B nome
6110 nioBcioxy THX0. OHA BBICKOJB3HYJIA BO ABOD H
cuana Tuma ¢ uenu. B BocTopre or Toro, 4T0 BUAUT
ee, OH CTAJ HEeKHO JU3ATh €e PYKH M JIHIIO.

— IloitneM HeHAZOJIIO B TEIJIO, — IPOLLEITANA
AeBOoYKa. — J1 pasorpy TBOIO GeAHYIO IDYAKY — Y
MEeHS eCTh JUIA 3TOrO CreLMaIbHOoe Macjo.

TumMu npouutenan 3a Helt B aiom. OHa nipusena
€ro B KyXHIO, HO OT'OHb B IIeYH AABHO IIOTac, ¥ B IO-
MerueHuH 6uLI0 Xoa0aHO. Jlopax ofoina Apyrue
KOMHATEI.

OroHs B KAMHMHE elle€ JOBOJIBHO XOPOILIO ropes B
KafuHeTe ee OTHA, NO3ITOMY OHHM ¢ THMOM BouLIH
TyAa. 3aKUraTh CBEeT OHA He CTajla, TaK KaK BO3Jje
KamMuHa OBLIO AOCTATOYHO CBeT/JO. ¥ Hee GbLI NpH
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cebe MaseHbKHI QUIAKOHYHK KAKOro-TO Macja, KO-
TOpHIii OHA JOCTANA M3 anTeyKn B BaHHOM. OHA no-
crasuia GyTBUIOUYKY NOGAMIKE K OrHIO, YTOORI MAacJjIo
corpeJyoch.

3aTeM feBOYKA CTajJa HATHDATH BOJIOCATYIO
rpyAb Ica MacjioM, O4eHb HaZefiCh, YTO OHO eMy I10-
MOJKET.

— Toasko, noxanyiicra, ceifyac, eCIM MOKelllb,
He Kawaai, Tum, — menHysaa oHa eMy B yxo. — A
TO emie KTo-HMOyAb ycasiuur. Jlokuch, Moit Mu-
JIBIA, 31eCh, OKOJIO OTHA, OTAOXHM M corpeiica. Cko-
po Te6a MeHblue 6yfeT MyYUTh TBOS IPOCTYAA.

Tumory yjaerca Ha Kosep. Ou Guln pajg, YTO €ro
BBIITYCTHJIM M3 KOHYDHI M IIO3BOJILIH BHOBB GLITH
pAmOM ¢ ero Jrobumoit xo3aikoit. OH nosoKHA ro-
JoBy et Ha Konenu. OHa IOrIaKUBaiIa €ro M ILiemn-
Tajla JacKOBhIe CJIOBA.

OrcBern! orusa nob6IeCKMBAIHN HA CTPAHHBIX NPH-
Gopax M CTeKJAHHBIX Konbax, KoTopeiMu GeUIH yC-
TaBJIeHK! BCE IIOJIKM B OTLIOBCKOM KafuHere. B Ka-
MHHE HEMHOIO CMeCTHJIOCh OZHO ITOJIEHO M OMYyCTH-
JIOCh BHH3, IOAHAB KBEpXy CHON MCKp. B xKomuarte
OBLIO TEIlJIO U THXO.

JleBuynIKa MOYTH y)Ke rorpyaunachk B coH. Coba-
Ka TO)Ke 3aKPhLIa Ijas3a ¥ pPagoCTHO NMpeaasach OT-
IBIXY, Hacjaaxkzaach terwioM. Jxopmx yao6HO ycr-
pomnnach, MOJIOYKHMB I'OJIOBY HA €ro Iei, KaK Ha Io-
IYILKY. _

OHa npocHyJ1ach, KOraa 4ackl B KabuHeTe npobu-
g mwects]! B KoMHaTte 610 Tereps XOJOXHO, M OHA
crasa apoxkarsb. Bor Tebe u Hal IIlects yacos! Ckopo
npocHerca Kyxapka Jxoyanna. Hensasa gomycTuTts,
4T0o6BI OHA 3acrana Tummu u xopmx B kabunere!

— Tum, munensknii, npoceinaiical Haxo sep-
HYTh Tebsa oOOpaTHO B KOHYpy, — IIpolLuenTraia
Mxopmx. — S ysepena, 4ytTo npocryaa y Teba HaUYM-
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HAeT NPOXOAUTHh — BeJb C TeéX NOpP, KAK Thl OKAa3aJ-
cA MOA KpbIIUei, Thl HU pady He KauuiAaHyJa. Bcra-
Bail — ¥ He mymMu. II-mr-md

TumM BcTan H BeTpaxHyaAca. O musnya JHxopmx
pyKy. Ilec npexkpacHO NMOHMMAJ, YTO AOJLKEH BECTH
cefa xak MoxkHO THIue. O6a BHICKOJIB3HYJH M3 Ka-
6uHeTa, BBILILIH B XOJIJ, & 3aTeM 4Yepe3d napagHoe —
Ha yJauny.

Yepes MuHYTY-Apyryi0 TuMoTH GBLI yKe CHOB&
HA Lenu, B CBOEeH KOHype, rae OH 3aphLICA B COJIO-
my. JDKODAK Y’KACHO XOTeJIOCh PACTAHYTHCA TaM
paaoMm ¢ HuM. OHa J1aCKOBO MOXJIONAJIA €r0 HAa IPOo-
LIIAHHE I10 CIIMHE U CHOBA IPOCKOJNB3HYJIA B JOM.

ConHas u 3aMep3llan, OHA JierJa B IOCTeJb, 3a-
OBIB CHATB ONEXKAY, KOTOPYIO Hajena Ha ceba. Yepes
MrHOBEHME OHAa yXKe cIiaja.

¥YrTpoM AHH KpaiiHe YAUBHJIACH, YBUAEB, YTO HA
Jxopa)K, KOorga Ta BbLIE3JIa M3 IIOCTeNH, 4YTOOBI
OAEeTHLCHA, OKA3AJHUCh MAlKa, LITAHUIIKH, JXKHUHCH X
¢yrbonka. )

— Caywait-Ka, — BOCKJMKHyJa AHH, — Ja
BeJlb Thl HAIOJIOBHHY Y>Ke OfieTa, a A ONpPeAeIeHHO
BHJIeJIa BYepa Be4epoM, KaK Thl Pa3feBajach.

— Ture! — ckasana Dxopax. — Houslo a1 xo-
auiaa BHU3 M Bnycruaa Tuma B oM. MeI ¢ HUM cH-
JieJIN TrIepel KaMHHOM B KaGHuHere, ¥ f pacrepja eMy
rpyas macaom. TolsKo HUKOMY HH 3ByKa. Ilait cio-
Bol

AHH fana cJI0BO M 4eCcTHO ero caep:xana. Hy n
Hyl — ToJiIBKO moaymaTh, 4TO y J[KOpMK XBaTHJIO
CMEJIOCTH BOT 3TaK OPOAMTH BCIO HOYb — YTO 34 I10-
pa3uTenbHaA AeBouKal



TJIABA O, TAA
Ykpapennsle 6ymarn

— JHxopaix, cerogusA, 6ora paau, He BEIXOAHM M3
ceba, — ckasan J[KyauaH mocje 3aBTpaka, ofpa-
u1afach K Ky3auHe. — HuKakoit nosb3sl 310 HU Tebe,
H1 THMOTH He NIpPHHeceT.

— Heyxenn Te1 nymaems, uro A 6yay BecTH ce-
6a XopolIo, KOraxa MHe abCOJIIOTHO ACHO, YTO MHC-
Tep Poslana HM 3a 4YTO He INO3BOJHUT AepxaTh Tuma
B AOME HA MPOTHKEHUH BCeX KAHMKYJa? — BO3pa3m-
na Jlxopmxk.

— Ho Beans OoHH cKa3aaH, YTO peus uaetr ob ox-
HOM Hemene, — 3ameruya IIuxk. — Yro e ThHI, He
CMOXKeIlb MMPOAEPIKATLCA HeAeao?

— Her. B xonue Heaeau mucrep Ponaun 3a-
ABHUT, YTO MEHA HAAO MCNLITATh elle HeAealn, —
ckasana Jxkopmx. — OH Bcepbe3d HeB3JIIO0HJ
Geguary Tuma. Jla u meHa Toxe. I HUYYTH He
yAUBJIEHA, TIOTOMY 4YTO 3HAIO, 4YTO, KOrga s Xo-
4y GBITH HeBBLIHOCHMMOIf, 1 U B CAMOM Jejie He-
BeiHOcHMa. Ho Geansaxkky TumMmMu emy He u3-3a
4ero HeHaBHAETbh.

— Ax, J)xopax, Thl HAM HCIIOPTHUIUL BCe KaHH-
KYJbI, €CJIM CTAHeIUb YYAUTH U MOMNajaTh B pasHbie
HEeNpPHUATHBIE HCTOPHUM, — BMeIUaIach AHH.

— Hy uTo X, Hciopyy TaKk HCIopyy, — Imapupo-
Bana J[>xopmk, ¥ HaA JHLE ee CHOBA IOABUJIOCH yT-
pIOMOe BhIpaXKeHHe.

— He noitmy, 3auem Tebe ‘HaxO INMOPTHTH KaHHU-
KyJbl HaM, na u cebe camoit? — cripocua JHxyaunax.

— JHna Bac oHM coBceM He 00Ga3aTeabHO GyRyT
ucrnopyeHsl, — orserunia Jxopmx. — Passiaekaii-
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TeCh CKOJBKO YTOZHO, XOAHTE HA NPOTyJKH C Ba-
mHM MHIeHmmMM mHcTtepoM Posnamaom, mrpaiite c
HHM 110 BedYepaM B pa3Hble Mrpel, cMeiiTech H BGoi-
TaifTe CKOABKO Ayue yroaso. Ha MeHs Bhl MoXkere
He ofpaliaTe HUKAKOro BHHMaHHA.

— Yynuia Te aesuna, JKoOpmx, — cKasald co
B3noxoM [Ixyiman. — Mu1 tefa mobum, 1 Ham
O4YeHb THIKKO BHAETb, 9TO Thl HecdacTHa. Kax xe
MBI MOKEM BECEJHTHCHA, €CJJH MBI 3HAEM, 4YTO ThI
crpazaemrb — H Thl 1 TumMu?

— 060 MHe, moxanyicra, He TPEBOXBLCA, —
nporosopmuia PKOpK KAKHM-TO CAABJEHHBIM TIO-
JgocoM. — H yxoxy orciona K Tumy. Ha 3auarus a
CerogHsA He NpHUAY.

— JTxopmx! Ho T po/uxkna npmiiTH! — BOCK-
aaxkHyan JDHxynnan u [Iuk B oA rosoc.

— Hukaxoro «aomxHas aaech ObITh HE MOMKET, —
saasuna JHxopmx. — He npuny, n Bce. 51 He crany
3aHAMATBCA ¢ MUcTepoM PonaHaom, moka OH He
CKa’KeT, 4TO A CHOBA MOry Jaep:aTh THMOTH B
AOMe.

— Ho TH Xe noHMMaems, 4YTO TAKHE BeEIH
HeJb3A jgejath — TefA OTILIenaloT WiIM elle Kak-
Hubyap HakaxxyT, — Bo3pasmwi Jnk.

— Ecau craHer coBceM Xyzo, f cfery, — nporo-
sopuna Jxopax apoxaummm rogocom. — Clery
BMecTe ¢ Tumom:

Ona BHIIILIA M3 KOMHATHI H C TPOMKHM CTYKOM
3axJonHyJa 3a coboit aseps. OCTalbHEIC AETH HEOT-
peIBHO cMoTtpenu eit Bcaen. Hy 4ro MOHO moge-
JaTh ¢ TAKHM 4denaoBexoMm, Kak JDxxopax? Korma x
Heil moaxoauau mno-xo6poMy, ¢ MOHHMAHHEM — OT
Hee MOXKHO AOOMTBCA 4Yero yrogHo, HO CTOMJIO eif
CTOJIKHYTHCA C KEeM-TO, KTO NMPOABJIAN K Hel Hernpu-
A3Hb HWJIHM BBHI3LIBAJ HENPUA3HL K cefe, OHA mIapa-
Xajach Mpo4yb, KAK MCIIyraHHaA Jjomagka, U 6pni-
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KaJach TOYHO TaK, KaK 3TO AieJaeT MCIyraHHaAa Jio-
manxal

Mucrep Ponang BolIeT B IOCTHHYIO, JepoKa
y4e6HuKH B pyKax. OH IPHBETCTBOBAJ TPOHX AeTelt
yasiGKoi.

— Hy-c, Kax A BIXKY, BCe B IOJHOI NOTOBHOCTH
K YPoKy. A rae xopmx?

Huxro e orserwn. Hu oaun m3 Hux He cobu-
pascsa BeIAaBaTh J[3KODIK.

— BslI uTO — He 3HaeTe, rae oHa? — YAMBJEHHO
cnpocusx mucrep Ponaux u mocMorpen Ha Jxynu-
aHa.

— Her, c3p, — BONIHEe HCKPEHHE OTBETWJ TOT. —
IlonaTuia He MMelO, rae OHA.

— Taxk... Moxer GeiTb, OHa uYepe3 Imapy MHHYT
npuaer, — ckasaia mucrep Ponanx. — Hasephoe,
MOLLLIA KOPMHTB CBOIO coBaKy.

Bce ycesucs 1 3anaauck aenom. Bpemsa muro, a
Jxopax Bce He mnoasaanack. Mucrep Poaaug
B3MVIAHYJ HA YACHl H C AOCANON NMPUINEIKHYJ A3BI-
KOM.

— Kaxk xe Hexopouio, uro J[PJKOPAX TaK CHJIBHO
onasasiBaer. AHH, NoiaAN roUILH eel

Aun seimusna. OHa 3arasHyjla B CHAJBLHIO.
Tam )KOpPAXK He OKA3ajoCh. 3ArJAHYJA B KYyX-
HI0. Tam He 6BlI0 HHKOro, Kpome J[XoyaHHBI,
KOoTopaa mexkJa Kekcel. OHa pgana aeBOYKe ro-
pPAYNM KYCOYeK TOJBKO YTO HCIIEYEHHOro KeKca
M CKasajla, YTO He HMeeT INPEeACTABJEHHA, Ihe
Haxoxpurca Jxopmx.

AHH HUrZe He Morja ee Halitu. Bepuysumiuce,
oHa coobumaa o6 arom mucrepy Pomanxy. ¥ Toro
ObLIT CepaAMTHIA BHUA.

— Ilpuaerca coobuTs 06 3TOM ee OTLY, — CKa-
3aq OH. — MHe HHKOraa eule He NPUXOAMJIOCH
MMeTh JeJI0 ¢ TAKHM HeIocayIIHbBIM peGenkom. Ona
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CJOBHO HApPOYHO JeJaeT BCe, YTO TOJBKO MOXKET,
4yTO0BI HaBJIEYb HA 6 HEeNPHUATHOCTH.

3aHATHA npoAoKaIuch. HacTymun nepepsis,
Ho JI>xopaak Bce ewle He 6bL10. J[XKyaMaH BBICKOJIb3-
HYJ BO ABOp M ybGeamiacs, 4To cofaybA KOHypa ITyC-
Ta. 3uauuTt, J[xopmx yuna ¢ Tummul Hy u nona-
JeT e e, Korga oHa BepHercsl

He ycnenum aerH mocje nepepuiBa IPHUCTYIIMTBH
CHOBA K 3aHATHAM, K&K HAYAJICA CHABHEHIIMil mne-
PeroJIox.

B xomuary sopsanca paga Ksentun. OH mmen
OrOp4YeHHBLIN U BCTPEBOXKEHHBINH BHUA.

— JHeru, 6611 1M KTO-HUOYAb U3 BAC B MOEM Ka-
6uHeTe? — CITIPOCHJI OH.

— Her, — oTBeTHJIH BCe Tpoe XOpOM.

— BBI e npeaynpeauaun, 4To6bl MBI HE 3aX0QH-
Ju Tyaa, — 3amerun JxyauaH.

— YTto ciyumnocs, c3p? Yro-aubyas cromano? —
cripocun mucrep Ponanz.

— Jla, xoab6nl, KOoTOphIe A IPHUIOTOBMJ BYepa
JIUIA onbITa, pa3buThI, HO elle Xy¥e Apyroe: nmpomna-
JIM TPH CaMble BAJKHBIE CTPAHMLBI U3 MOe KHUIH, —
orserun aaga Ksentun. — Koneuno, s Mory mx Boc-
CTAHOBHTb, HO 3r0 mnorpebyer Goanuioit paGoThI.
MHe cOBepLIEHHO HEMOHATHO, K&K 3TO MOIJIO CJy-
yutscA. JleTH, Bbl aGCONIOTHO YBEPEHBI, YTO HE TPO-
rajJu HU4Yero B MoeM KabuHere?

— VYBepeHbl, — OTBEeTHJIM T€ XOpOM. AHH IpH
3TOM CTPAILTHO MOKpacHeJla — OHA BAPYT BCIIOMHH-
Ja 0 ToM, 4TO et pacckasana J[xopmxk. Ta rosopm-
Jla, 4YTO HOYBIO npuBesa TMMMHM B KaGMHeT AAgM
KBeHTMHA M pacTUpaja TaM €ro rpyab KaKHM-TO
macaom. Ho JIopax HHKaK He Morja pa3buTb
KOJOBI M YTAILUTh CTPAHHUILI H3 KHHTH CBOEro
oTua.

Mucrep Ponana samerms, yTo AHH IOKpacHena.
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— Tul uyro-HuM6yabL 3Haem» o6 aroM, AHH? —
CITPOCHJI OH.

— Her, mucrep Ponann, — orBermia AeBOYKA,
KpacHed ewe Gonsure. Buxg y Hee 61 y)KacHO cMmy-
ILIeHHBIA.

— A rne [xopmx? — BAPYr CHpOCHI AAAA
KseHTHH.

Hern npomomyanu. OrBerun emy mwucrep Po-
JIQHA.

— Mu1 e 3naem. OHa cerogHsa yTpOM He NpH-
LL7a HA 3aHATHA.

— He npumuna Ha 3auarua? ITouemy? — tpebo-
BaTeJbLHLEIM TOHOM CIpDOCHJ AAxa KBeHTHH, HauM-
Had XMyPUTLCAH.

— O npuumuHe oHa He coollumia, — CyXO OTBe-
Tun mucrep Ponana. — BepoATHO, ee oropumio To,
YTO MBI BYepa Be4epoM IPOABHIM TBEPAOCTb, KOIAa
peus uLIa o ee cobake, €3p, U 3TO — ee crocob BeIpa-
3UTH CBOM IIPOTECT.

— HemnocaymHasa neB4oHkal — cepAuTO CKasan
nana Kseutun. — He Mory noHaTs, 4To 3a mocjen-
Hee Bpems Ha Hee Hauumo. @aunul Uau ciogal TeGe
M3BECTHO, 4TO JIXKODXK CerogHA He ABMJIACH HA 3a-
Harua?

Tera ®aHHH BOIILIA B KOMHATY C OYeHb BCTPEBO-
JKeHHBIM BHAOM. B pyKax y Hee 6bL1 MaJeHbKHIk
dnakoHunk. JleTd NMOHATHA He HMeJH, YTO ITO Ta-
Koe.

— He npumna Ha 3aHaTual — nosropuaa Tersa
®anuu. — Quens, oueHb cTpaHHO. Torma rame ke
oHa?

— JHymaio, BaMm He CTOMT O Heilt GeCrIOKOUTHCA, —
XJIATHOKPOBHO 3amermn mucrep Ponanma. — Cxopee
BCEro, OHA B MPHUCTYIIe APOCTH yuuia co cBouMm Tu-
motu. Topa3no cepresnee 1O, €3p, — oBGpaTuiCa OH
K aane KBeHTHHY, — 4YTO KTO-TO, KAK BHIHO, MC-
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noprua Bawry paGory. Xouy HazeaTsCH, YTO 3TO CAe-
nana He J[>XOpA)K, paccepAMBILIAACA [0 TaKOM cTe-
[eHH, YTO pellnJia BaM OTILJIATMThH 3a OTKAa3 myc-
THUTB ee coDaKy B JOM.

— Jla y», KOHe4HO, 310 caeaana He Jlxopmx! —
BOCKJHUKHYJ JIMK, BO3MYIUEHHEI TeM, YTO KTO-TO
MOT Ja)Xe NMOAYMATh TAKOE O ero Ky3uHe.

— Her, xopax HUKOrga, HuKoraa Gel He cxe-

Jana HHYero TAKOro, — IIPHCOEAUHMJICA K HeMy
Joxynuan.
— Her, un 3a uTo OBl He cAesana, — cCKasajaa

AHH, MY>XeCTBEHHO NOJEPKHUBAA KY3UHY, XOTA ee
AyLIy Tep3ajd CTPDAUIHBIe COMHEHHA: Bedb
Jlxopmak-To AeiicTBUTENBHO OBlJIa HOYBIO B Kabu-
Herel

— KsenTun, a ysepena, uro J[>xopax nomoGHoe
HHKorza Gbl ¥ B roJIoBy He NPHIILIO, — CKa3aa Te-
18 QanHu. — Tsl rae-HubyAb HaNAEIIb 3TH CTPAHHU-
kI, & YTO KacaeTrcsa pa3buThIxX Kojl6 — MoxkeT GBITS,
BeTep KOJBIXHYJI 3aHABECKH, M OHM MX 3a1eJH, WIH
ewure 4To-HMGYABL B 3TOM poae npou3douwuto. Koraa Tei
B NOCJEAHMIA pa3 BHJEJ NMPONaBlliye CTPAHUIbLI?

— Buyepa no3aHO BeyepoM, — CKasaJd AALA
Ksentun. — § ux cHOBa mepeyuTan M IIPOBEPHI
uudpoBrle JaHHbIE, YTOOB YAOCTOBEPMTBLCA, UTO
OHHM NpaBJIBLHBI. Ha aTHMX CTpaHMIAaX M3JI0MKeHa ca-
Mas cyTh moeit popmyasll Ecin oHu nonaxyT B 4y-
JKHe DYKH, MOMM CEeKPETOM MOXKET BOCIIOJIb30BATBLCA
KTO-TO apyroii. Ina meHa aro npocro yxacHo! Mue
COBepLIEHHO Heo0XOAMMO y3HaTh, KaKoBa cyanba
3THX CTPaHMIL.

— ¥ mama BOT 310 B TBoem KaOuHere, Kpen-
THH, — cCKasaja teTA ®aHHH, NPOTATHBAA €My
b1akoHYMK, KOTOPBIH NpHHecaa ¢ cofoit. — ITO THI
ero tTyaa noaokuia? OH Jexan Ha KaMHMHHONR pe-
LIIETKE.
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Oana KBeHTHH B3s1 QUIAKOHYHK M CTAN BHUMA-
TEJILHO €r0 PasrIAABLIBATD.

— KamdopHoe Macio, — NMpou3Hec OH HAKOHeL,, —
Camo coboit pasymeercs, 1 €10 Tya He KJIal. 3ayeM
OHO MOIVIO MHe NOHagoouTLCA?

— Ho B TakoM cayuyae KTO 310 caeaan? — Cripo-
cuna HegoyMeHHO Tera @aunu. — HukTo M3 gereit
He TPOCTYKeH; Aa ecau Obl ¥ GBI NMPOCTYXeH, HHU
OAHH U3 HHUX He nogyMaa 6ul 0 KaMGPOpPHOM Macjie u
He npuHec Obl ero B KafuHer, YTOORI TAM MM BOC-
noan3oBatecal YpeassIuaitHO CTPaHHO!

Bee 6sutn yausiaensl. Kakum o6pasom GyTeLIOU-
Ka KaM(pOpPHOro Macjia MOIJIa OYYTHUTHCH HA KAMMH-
HoOlt pernetke?

TonbKO OAMH 4YeJIOBEK AOraALIBAJICH, KaK 3TO
MOIJIO ITPOM30ITH: AOrafKa BHE3aITHO OCeHMIa AHH.
Beas )xopax rosopwia, YTO OHa npusena TuMMu
B KabuHeT K pacrepJa eMy rpyas macjaoMm. Crenana
OHA 3TO ITOTOMY, YTO y Hero 6Lt Kaweas. OHa ocra-
BIWJIa Macjo B KabuHere. Ax, Goie THI MOil, YTO-TO
Tenepsb Gyxaer! Kakasa xxanocts, uto JKopmx 3abhl-
na macJiol

Tnsana Ha GaakoHUYMK, AHH ONATH CHIBHO IIO-
KpacHena. Mucrtep Pomanza, okasaBiuuiica cerogHs
0cOOEHHO 30PKHMM, YCTPEMMHJI CTPOruit B3rjAx Ha Ae-
BOYKY.

— Amnn! Tl uTO-TO 3HaEIIb MPO 3TO MACI0, —
BAPYT cKa3al OH. — YTo TeGe n3BecTHO? OTO THI €ro
Tyaa noaoxkuiaa?

— Hert, — oTBeruna AuH. — 51 He 3axomuna B
xabuner. f xxe ckasana, He 3axoauaa.

— A 7TBI yTO-HN6YAL 3Haems 0 Macae? — MoOBTO-
pun ceoit Boripoc mucrep Ponana. — Yro-to Tebe
SABHO M3BECTHO.

Bce ycrasunuce Ha AxH. OHa B CBOIO oyepens
CMOTpeJIa Ha OCTaNBbHBIX. 9T0 6bL10 ykacHo. OHa He
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moraa BeiAaTh JPKODAXK, HY IPOCTO HUKAK He MOr-
nal xxopmx 1 Oe3 Toro Geuia B Gene, HeJb3A Ke J0-
6aBJATh K ee HenpuATHOCTAM HOBhIe! CxxaB ry0mi,
OHA HHUYero He OTBETHJIA.

— Ann! — cyposo npousHec mucrep Poraug. —
OrBeuait, Koraa Te6a CipaluXBaloT.

AHH npomoayana. MaapYMKH NPHUCTAABLHO
CMOTpeJH Ha Hee, AOraAbIBaAChb, 4YTO BCE 3TO
Kak-To ca3daHo ¢ Jxopax. OuM He 3HaIM O
TOM, 4TO J[)KODAK HaKaHyHe Be4epOM IIPUBOAM-
sa TumMoTH B JaOM.

— AHH, MHJIOYKA, — JIACKOBO CKa3aja TeTd
®annu. — Ecau Tel 4TO-TO 3Haellb, CKAXXKH HaM.
9TO MOXXeT HaM IIOMOYb BBIACHHTB, KyJa AEBAJIUCh
6ymaru gagu KsenTuna. 9To oueHb, OYEHb BaxK-
Hol

N Bce-Takm AHH He CKa3asa HM cJoBa. I'J1a3a ee
HaNoOJHUJIHKCHL cie3damu. J[)KyJamaH Kpemko CiKaJa ee
DYKY.

— OcraBbTe AHH B IIOKOE, — CKa3aj OH, obpa-
LIaACh K B3pocabIM. — Ecau oHa cuyutaer, 4TO He
MOXKeT OTBeYaTh Ha BAalllM BOIIPOCHI, 3HAYMT, y Hee
€CTh JUIA 3TOTO Cepbe3HbIe IIPUYUHEI.

— Ilo-moemy, oHa nokpeiBaeTr JKopaK, — CKa-
3an mucrep Ponana. — Benp Tak, AHH?

Aun paspeiganacek. JDKyaman oGHsJI CBOXO CeCT-
PMYKY M CHOBA O6paTHJICA K TPOMM B3POCJBIM.

— Ocrasbte Bol AHH B nokoe! Heysxenn BnI He
BHAMTE, YTO OH& paccTpoeHa?

— Hy uTo x, MBI npegoctaBuMm J[3KOpmK camoit
orseyaTts 3a cels, KOrna OHa HagyMaeTr BepHYTbCA, —
s3aaswn muctrep Ponang. — f yGexxneH, 4To oHa 3Ha-
eT, KakuM o0pa3oM ara OyThUIOYKA Ty[a ronaaa, u
€CJIA OHa caMa IIOJIOKHJIa ee Ha KAMHHHYIO peller-
KY, 3HaYHUT, OHA 3axoamia B ' KaGHHeT, IpHYeM OHA —
eIMHCTBEHHBIN 4YeJIOBeK, TYAA 3aXOAMBIIINIA.
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MansunKkyu HH Ha CeKYHAY He MOTJM AOMYCTHUTD,
y10681 J>Kop/mK GbLIa criocofHA HA TAKOM IMOCTYTIOK —
ucnopruthk pafory cBoero orua. AHH onacaaach, 4YTO
TaK OHO M 6mLIO, ¥ 3TO ee paccrpomwno. OHa peigana
B oobaTHAX )xynanana.

— Korna JI»xopmx BepHercs, IOLLIATE e€e KO
MHe B KabMHeT, — CKa3ajJ pa3ApakeHHO AAAA
Ksentnn. — Kak yesnoBexk moxker pa6orats, eciu B
aome npoucxoaaT taxkue seruu? S Bceraa GhLT Mpo-
THB TOro, 4To0Bl B JIOMEe IIOA HOraMH IYTAJIHCh JAe-
TH.

Bricoknii, xMypsIii, cepAUTEIHA, OH I'POMKO IIPO-
TONAJX BOH M3 KOMHAaThI. JleTH GBIIM paabl ero yxo-
ay. Mucrep Ponanag ¢ mrymom 3axJIONMHYJl KHMTH,
JIeXKaBIIlIMe Ha CTOJe.

— Mau=1 Gosblize He MOYKEM CErOAHA YTPOM 3aHM-

maTecd, — 3aaBua oH. — OpesaiiTece M uaUTE TY-
JATH A0 obexaa.
— Ha, naure, — ckasana tera PaHHH, JULO

KOTOPOI1 noGeJieso M BHIPAXKAJIO TPeBOry. — JTO XO-
pOLIIasA MBICJb.

Mucrep Ponana u trera @aHHH yIIIH.

— He 3naw, cobupaerca am mucrep Poaanpg
noiiTu ¢ Hamu? — mnpousHec J)KyamaH, IOHHU3HUB
rosoc. — Ho Ham o0s3aTeIbHO HAAAO BHIATH M3 JO-
My NepBLIMH H YCKOJAB3HYTh OT Hero. Ham Hemnpe-
MEHHO HYXKHO oTbIcKaTh J[PKOpIK M paccKkasaThb eif,
Kak obcroaT xena.

— IIpasuabHO! — BOCKAMKHYJI J{uk. — BeiTpH
rnasa, AnH, Mmuiaouka. Jlasait ckopee noiinem one-
Hemca. Mbl 1npocKosb3HeM d4epe3 JBepb B caf,
npexxae yem mucrep Ponanx cnycrurca BuHu3.
yBepeH, 4T0 J[PKOp)K OTIIpaBMjiack Ha CBOIO JIOOH-
MYIO IIPOryJKY 1o cKanaM. MeI ¢ Heit Bcrperumcsl

Tpoe peGAT HaAKMHYJM CBOM 3MMHHE NaNbTO M
THXOHBKO IIPOCKOJNBL3HYJHM 4Yepe3 aseph B cax. Oum
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PHICBIO ITPOGEXKAIHN CaZOBYIO AOPOKKY M BBILLIM Ha
yauuy, npexae yem mucrep Posnann ycrnen coobpa-
3UTh, YTO OHHM HMcuye3nu. OHU ABHHYJNCH B CTOPOHY
CKaJI, BCe BpeMJ MOrJIAAbLIBAA, HE MAET JM HaBCTpe-
uy J>xopax.

— Bor ona n Tumoru ¢ Heill — BOCKJIMKHYJ
Jxynuad, yKasslBasd MajblieM Ha AEBOYKY C coba-
Koit. — Jlxopmxk! xopmx! Iloroponncs, HaM Hano
Koe-uTo Tebe pacckasaTh!



T'JIABA MIBEHAIIATASA
AkopaK B Gepe

— B yem pmeno? — cnpocuia JXopmx, Korga
Tpoe pebAT CTPEeMMTEJBLHO MoAbeXaau K HeH. —
Yro-unbyap cayyuaocs?

— [Ha, Ixopmx. KTo-TO BRITALMI TPH caMble
Ba)XHbIe CTPAHMIBLI U3 KHUTH TBOEero otual — cKa-
3an >xyaumaH, ¢ Tpyaom nepeBoaa ayx. — H K To-
My Ke pa36ui KoJj6bl, KOTOpbIe OH NMPUrOTOBMJ IJIA
Kakoro-to onbiTa. Mucrep Ponanpx aymaer, 4Tto
THl K 3TOMY, BO3MOXXHO, HMeJla KaKoe-TO OTHOLIIe-
Huel

— Ax oH, HerofAil 3takmitl — BOCKJHKHYyJA
JxopmK, U ee roay0ble riaasa NMOTeMHEIN OT FHeBa. —
Kaxk Oyaro a cnioco6Ha Ha Taxoil nocrynok! A, cober-
BEHHO, [IOYEeMY OH pelllWJ, YTO BUHOBara A?

— Tak Beap, J[XKOpAXK, THI OCTABMJIA HA KAMMH-
HOM pelreTke B KabuHere ToT QUIAKOHYHK C MacJoM, —
cKkasana AHH. — §I HUKOMY HM CJIOBEYKAa He rOBODHJIA
O TOM, YTO Thl MHE paccKasajia Npo BYEepalIHIOIO
HOYb, HO MucTep PonaHx kakum-to ofpa3om nora-
AaJcs, YTO ThI MMeJa KAaKOoe-TO OTHOLIeHHe K GJa-
KOHUYHKY MacJa.

— A TBI M MaJBYHMKaAM He PAcCKa3bIBajia O TOM,
yro A npusoguaa Tummu B aom? — cnpocuaa
Jxopax. — Ia TyT ocoGeHHO Hedero paccKasbl-
Bath, I)xyauan. IIpocTo HOUBIO A ycablLana, Kax
Geansara Tum Kauuaser, U, Koe-KaK OAEBIUHNCDH, A CO-
1IIJIa BHHU3 U IIPpHUBeEJA ero B KaGuHeT, rae B KAMUHEe
ele ropes OroHb. ¥ Mambl €CTh GYTBIIOYKA C Mac-
JIOM, KOTOPBIM OHA HATHUDaeT TrpyAb, KOrga y Hee
HAYMHAeTCA Kaulejb, IIO3TOMY H PellnJia, YTO OHO
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MOJKEeT NIOMOYb BBLIEYHUTH M npoctyxy Tummu. 5 no-
cTaja Macjo M KakK CJeAyeT pacTepja ero, a IoToMm
Mul ofa 3aCHYJH M npocnaiau ao wecru yrpa. Koraa
A NPOCHYJIaCh, MHE Y>KaCHO XOTeJIOCh CIaTh, U A 3a-
6sL1a npo Macjao. Bor u BcA HCTOpHA.

— W TeI He Gpasna KaKue-TO CTPAHMILI U3 KHH-
rd, KOTOpylo nuuietr aaaAa KBeHTHH, M THl HHYero,
COBCEM HHYEro He pas3buja y Hero B KabuHere? —

cripocuna AHH.
— KoneuHo ke, Her, Aypexa, — BO3MYIUEHHO
orsermaa eit [xopaxx. — Kax y Te6a a3bIK noso-

pauyuBaeTcsa 3azaBaTh MHe Takue Bompocei? C yma
ThI, YTO JIH, comaa?

J>KopaX HHUKOrga He Jraja, M OCTAJBLHbIO
Bceraa eil Bepusn, yTo 6Bl OHA HH CKa3sania.
OHHM npHCTAJbHO CMOTpPEJIHM HA Hee, M OHA OT-
BeyaJjia UM TeM Xe.

— WHTepecHO, KTO ke B TAKOM cJjydae Mol
B3ATH 3TH cTpaHuubl? — cnpocun Kyaman. —
Moxxer, TBOIt oTeny ewe Halizer ux. MHe Kaxkercs,
OH CNpATAN UX B KAaKOe-TO HaJexKHOoe MecTo, a Io-
TOM 3a0bl1 MPo HUX. A KOJ6GBI MOIJIM MPOCTO IOBA-
JauTbeA U pa3butnca. Hexkoropele M3 HMX, MO-Moe-
MYy, O4eHb HEeyCTOIYMBEIE.

— Teneps, HaBepHOe, MHE JOCTAHETCA 3a TO,

yto A npuBoguiaa Tuma B KabuHer, — ckasana
Hoxopax.

— W ewme 3a TO, YTO CerogHA yTPOM HO
npyuJa Ha 3aHATHA, — BctaBua Juk. —

Jxxopax, Tel, mMpaBo e, Beaewlb cebs Imo-Ay-
pauxu. I HuKorga He BCTpeyas APYroro 4eso-
BeKa, KOTOPHIi OBl TAK BJANLIBAJICA B HEIpDH-
ATHOCTH, KAakK Thl.

— Mosiker 6bITh, Te6e Jyullle He MOABJATHCA el
KaKoe-TO BpeM#A, IIOKa BCé HEMHOXKKO He YCIIOKOAT-
¢, — MoaBuaa AHH.
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— Her, — TyT e Bo3pasuna J[xopax. — Ecau
MHe JOCTaHeTCA, IIyCTh AOCTAHeTcA cpasy xe. J He
Gorocs!

Ona aBUHyJaCh RaJjblle IO AOPOXKKe, KOTOpas
BmJjacek no ckanaMm. Tum, Kak Bceraa, Gexxas, aenas
BOKpDyr Hee Kpyru. OcranbHble uuM caeaom. Kak
TAXKeJ0 ObLIO AyMarh O TOM, 4TO JDKOpMK KAYT
BECBMA Cephe3Hble HeIIPHATHOCTH.

OHH nopoULIH K AOMY M 3allaraid 1o cagoBoi
JIOPOIKKe.

Mucrep Ponana yBuaen MX M3 OKHA M CaMm OT-
Kpbl1 UM ABepb. OH nornaaen Ha JHKOPIK.

— TBoit orer; xouer BuaeTh TeGA B cBoeM Kalbu-
HeTe, — IPOM3HEC YYHUTEJb. 3aT€M OH IIOBEPHYJICH
K OCTAJIbHBIM C BHID&JKEHHEM JOocaAbl Ha JHLEe. —
Bl nouemy ymunu 6e3 mena? 5 cobupanca noiitu c
BaMH.

— B camom gene, cop? HapunuTel — BE&KINMBO
ckasan JxyanaH, He raaga Ha mucrepa Ponanga. —
Mge! 1pocTO HeMHOIrO NOSPOAWIIM 110 CKAJIAM.

— J>xopmxHuHa, ThI NPOILIOIH HOYBIO 3aXOAMJA
B KabuHer? — cnpocun mucrep Posnana, Haboio-
naBIUMiA 33 TeM, Kak J[)KOpA)X CHHMAaeT najbToO H
LIAMNKY.

— 51 6yay orBeuaTh He Ha BAlllM BOIIPOCHI, a Ha
BOMPOCKI MOEro orua, — napuposana Jkopax.

-~ B ueM THI AEHCTBHTEJLHO -HYXAAEILCA, TaK
31O B TOM, 4YTOOBI T€GA XOPOLIEHBLKO OTLIUIENaNH, —
saasun muctep Ponana. — M a 66l 310 caenan, Oyas
A TBOMM oTuom!

— Ho BHI He Mot orenr, — orsBerwaa J[KopmK.
OHa HamnmpaBujach K ABEpH B KaOHMHET M OTKphUIA
ee. B xoMHaTe HUKOro He GLLIO.

— Orua 3gecs Her, — cKasana J[KoOpmK.

— OH npuaer yepe3 MMHYTY, — 38METHJI MMC-
tep Ponana. — Bxoau ¥ noaosau ero. A Bel, BCE
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OoCTaJIbHEIe, NOAHMMATeCh HABEPX U BBIMOMTE PYKH
nepex obexom.

Y neteit, Korga OHM IIOAHHMMAJNCH IIO JIECTHULE,
6LLI0 TaKoe 4YYBCTBO, CJIOBHO OHHM IIpefaioT
Ixopmx. IM 6bLIO CHBILIHO, KAK BO ABOPE CKYJHT
Tummun. OH TOHUMAJI, YTO €r0 MaJIEHbKAA X03AlKa
B Gene, ¥ eMy XOTeJOCh OBITH PAZOM C HeM.

Jloxopaax cena Ha CTYJA H crajda TAAgeTh Ha
OIOHb, BCIIOMMHAfA, KaK MPOILJIOH HOYBIO CHZAeIa
TaM Ha KOBDHKe BO3jie KamMuHa pagom ¢ Tumom m
pacTHpaja ero MOXHaTyIoO rpyab. Kakaa riaymocts ¢
ee CTOPOHBI 3a0BITh PO OYTHLIOUKY Macaal

B xoMmuary. Bolen oren, HaXMypPEeHHBII U cepau-
Te1ii. OH CypoBO B3raAHyJ Ha J[JKopaix.

— ToI 6bU1a 37€Ch MPOLILIOH HOYEIO, J3KOpmIK? —
CITPOCHUJI OH.

— JHa, O6bina, — cpa3y ke TIOATBEpAHJA Je-
BOYKA.

— Yto THI TYT Aenana? Tel 3Haelb, YTO JEeTAM
3anpeleHo BXOAUTh B MOl KaOHHeT.

— ¥ 3naro, — ckasana dxopxx. — Ho, Bu-
Auib i, THMMM CTPAIITHO KAUUIAJ, ¥ A NMPOCTO He
B cuax Onina 310 BeRIHOCMTH. Ilo3TOMY OKOJIO Yaca
HOYM A THXOHBKO CIYCTWJIACh BHM3, BHIIUJIA Ha
yAHLY M BOycTmJa ero B oM. TBoii kabuHer GBI
€AWHCTBEeHHO! KOMHATO#, rae ObUIO MO-HACTOALLE-
MYy TeIlIO, ITI03TOMY A PACIIOJIOXKUJIACh TYT M pacrep-
Jla eMy rpyab MacjoM, KOTopoe yrorpefaser mama,
KOI'Ia OHA IPOCTYXKHUBAETCH.

— Tul HaTupana cobake rpyabr KamboOpHBIM Mac-
aoM? — BOCKJMKHYJ B KpailHEeM yAMBJICHHM OTell. —
Kakasn Gesaymuan uzaesal Kak 6yATo 310 MOIrJIO ITPHHECTH
eif Kaky10-T0 noyb3yl

— MHe 310 BOBCe He Kas3anoch Ge3yMHBIM, —
Bospasuna Jxopmx. — HaoGopor, A cuurana 3to
aapaBoit ngeeit. 1 TUMMH cerogHa Kauuiser ropas-
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no mensbiue. IIpoctu, uro A 3auuta B Kabuser. Camo
coboii pasyMeercsi, A HA A0 4Yero He AOTPOHYJIACh.

— Jxopa)K, NPOH3OLLIO HEYTO OYEeHb Cepbesd-
HOe, — CKAaaaJ OTell, rIAAd Ha Hee CTPOrMMH rJa-
3amMu. — Hekoropeie 3 MOMX KO0J16, KOTODBIMH 5
NOJb3YIOCh JJIA BAYKHBIX OMNBITOB, OKA3aJIHCh pa3bu-
TBIMM, M, YTO elle XyKe, — IIPONaJH TPH CTPaHH-
Bl pYKOMUcH Moeit KHuru. J[ait MHe YecTHOe CJIOBO,
410 TeGe HU4Yero 06 3TOM He M3BECTHO.

— MHue Huyero o6 3TOM He H3BeCTHO, — CKa3sa-
na J[xopask, npaAMO rNIAAA B riaasa oruy. IIpu atom
ee rina3a GbLIM APKO-rONyOBIMM M OYeHb YMCTBIMH.
On 6bL1 TBepRo yOexxkaeH, uTo J[)KOpDAK IOBOPHT
npasay. OHa He MOrJa HUYero 3HaTh O IPUYHHEH-
HoM yuiepGe. Torma Kyaa e AeBaJIUCh Te CTPaHM-
upi?

— JIxopma, BuYepa, KOrAa s JIOXKHMJICA CIIaTh B
OAMHHAALIATHL YacoB Beyepa, Bce ObLIO B MOpPAAKE, —
cKasaj OH. — §1 mepeunTan aTH TP BaXKHEIE CTPAHM-
LBl ¥ e1le pa3 JHYHO nepenpoBepu Bce uudpsi. Ce-
rofHA YTPOM MX HA MeCcTe He OKa3aJioCh.

— 3HAYMT, MX KTO-TO B3AJ MEXAY ORUHHAM-
oaTel0 Beyepa M 4YacoM HOYHM, — CKasaaa
Hxopmx. — S Haxoamaack TyT ¢ yaca HOYHM JO
LIeCTH yTpa. . )

— Ho k10 Mor ux B3aATs? — CHPOCHJ OTell. —
OKHO, HACKOJBKO A 3Hal0, 6bLIO 3akpeiTo. U HU-
KTO, KpOMe MeH#d, He 3HaeT O TOM, KaK Ba)KHBI 3TH
TPH cTpPaHMUbI. YpesBrIuaitHO cTpauHoO!

— Ilo Bceit BepoATHOCTH, 06 3TOM 3HAJN MHCTEDP
Ponann, — wmeanenHo nporosopuna JHxopmx.

— He rosopu B3gopl — BOCKJIMKHYJ oTell. —
Jaxxe ecaim GbI OH INMOHMMAaJ, HACKOJBKO OHM BaXK-
Hbl, OH He B3 6bl nX. OH OYeHb NMOPAJOYHBIN Ye-
noBeKk. Keratu, 310 HanoMHWiI0 MHe Koe 0 yeM. Thl
rnoyeMy He Oblja CerogHs yTpoM Ha 3aHATHAX?
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— § Gonblue He cTaHy 3aHMMATHCA C MHCTEPOM
Ponanagom, — orseruaa Hxopmx. — 1 ero npo-
CTO HEeHaBHXKY!

— xopmx! S sanpemaio TebGe roBopuTh B TAa-
KOM TOHel — 3asABWJ oTell. — YK He XO4Yellub JIH
ThI, 4TOOBI A BOOOLIEe Besea Tefe pacrpolnaTbCa C
Tumom?

— Her, He xouy, — oroaBaJjach J[)Kopax, oluy-
TUB cJaa60CTh B KoseHax. — M A He cuMTalo crpa-
Be[UIMBBIM CHOBA M CHOBA 3aCTABJATHL MEHA YTO-TO
JeaaTh, rpo3a MHe rnorepeit Tumorun. — Ecau... ec-
JIH... Tl TOJBKO CAeJaellb 4To-HUOyab B 3TOM poae,
AA... A... ybery U3 aomMa MJIH IPUAYMAIO 4TO-HUGYAL
Apyroe.

Cne3 B raasax J[»opax He 6pu1o. OHa cupena
OYeHb NMPAMO M BBI3LIBAIOLIE IUIAKEIA HAa oTuA. « Kak
C Hell Bce Ke TPyAHOl» — B3ZOXHyJ npo ceGA oTew
M BCIIOMHHJ, YTO €ro B JETCTBE TOXe HAa3bIBAIH
«TpyAHBIM peOeHkoM». Moxker GbiTh, J[xopmx mo-
umia B Hero? OHa Moryia 6eITh TAKOM IOKJAAMCTOM
M MMUJIOH, U BOT Ha TeGe — COBEpIIEHHO HEeBBIHOCH-
MasA aeBouKal

Oreny He 3Hay, 4yTo emy geaarts ¢ Jxopmx. Ou
pelInJ, 4TO, MOMKAIYMH, CJIeAyeT II0COBETOBATBHCH C
axeHoit. OH BCTANM M MOJOLIEN K JBEpH.

— OcrasBaiica 3gech, A 4epe3 MMHYTY BEpHYCb.
Xoyy noroBopuTh 0 Tebe ¢ MaTepblo.

— Toabko, moxanyiicta, He ropopu o060 MHe ¢
mucrepom Ponanaom, gagHo? — ckasana Jxopmx,
COBEpILIEHHO YBEepeHHAasA B TOM, YTO YYHUTEJIb IIOpe-
KOMEHAYeT CAMBIM CypOBBIM 00pa3oM HaKa3aThb ee U
Tummu. — Ax, namna, ecau 6e1 ToabKo TuMoTu 6610
MpOLILJIOH HOYBIO B AOME M CNaJl, KaK BCeraa, B Moei
crianbHe, OH y4yyaa 6Bl TOro, KTO yKpaJ TBOM
cekper, Torga oH Owbl 3anaaa u pa3bymua Bechb
zoml!
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OTeny HMYEro el He OTBETWJ, HO OH 3HAaJ, YTO
ckasaunHoe xopax cnpaBeamnBo. TUMMHM HUKOMY
6bl He MO3BOJMJI NMPOHMKHYTH B KabuHer. CTpaHHO,
4YTO OH He 3ajlaAj] HOYBIO, €CIM KTO-TO CHApyXXH
npobpancsa B KabuHer uepe3d okHo. IIpaBxa, oH Ha-
XOAUJICA B APYIrOM KOHIIE AOMAa M, MOXKeT ObITh, HU-
4ero He CJBIIUAJ.

IBeps 3akpeLiachk. J[)KOpDAMXK HENOABMIKHO CHIe-
Ja Ha CTyJie, yCTPEMHUB rjia3a Ha KAMHUHHYIO IOJIKY,
rae CTOAJM 4achl, OTCUMTHIBaomue spema. OHa 6bI-
Jla OYeHb HecyacTHa. Bce, HY pelIIMTeJbHO BCe CKJA-
ABIBAJIOCH HE TaK, KaK Hanaol

Tnaga Ha OOILNMTHIA MaHEJAAMH YYAaCTOK CTEHbI
HaJ KaMHHHOM IOJIKOM, OHA HayaJjia CYMTaTh Aepe-
BAHHBIe KBaapaTel. Ux 6ul10 Bocems. Tak, Tak. I'ne
3TO OHA paHpllle CJHBIIIAJa O BOCBMM KBazpartax?
Ax, Hy na, koneuno, — Taiinsrit IIyTs. Ha nmosor-
HAHOM CBHUTKe OBLTO 0003HAYEHO BOCEMb IIaHeJeil.
Kakas »anocTs, 4TO Ha JiepeBAHHOM CTeHe Hajx Ka-
MHMHHOM moakoit Ha ¢depme Kuppun He okasanoch
BOCBMHM naueueiil

J>KopAK mocMoTpesa B OKHO, CIpalIdBan
ce6s, y»X He BBIXOAMT JHM OHO Ha BOCcTOK. OHa
OrJnfAHyJach, YTOOBI YCTAHOBMTBL, I'Zle HAXOAHUTCH
COJIHIIE — €ero Jy4YH He NMPOHHUKAJIH B KOMHAa-
Ty, HO PaHO YTPOM COJIHIIe ee OCBeIlaJo. 3Ha-
4YuT, OKHO ofpameHo Ha Boctok! IlomymaTtsm
TOJIBKO — BOT KOMHATAa, BBIXOAALIAA HAa BO-
CTOK, M B Hel MMeeTcA BoceMb naHejseit. Uure-
PEeCHO, KAMEHHBIH JMu y Hee moua?

ITon Obln 3acT/IaH OrPOMHBIM TOJICTBIM KOBPOM.
Ixopmx mogHAnack M nmopoulna K creHe. Ilpumon-
HAB TaM Kpa#l KoBpa, OHa yBHfeJa, YTO MOJ COCTO-
UT U3 GOJBLIMX IJIOCKMX KaMeHHbIX nuaut. Kabu-
HeT, KO BCeMy IIpo4YeMy, MMeJ elle M KaMeHHBbIH
noJl
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Ona cHoBa ycesach Ha CTyJ M CTajia CMOTPeTh Ha
JEepeBAHHbIE TaHEJH, MBITAACh BCIIOMHHUTH, KaKas
u3 HUX OBLIA HA JIOCKYTe IIOMEYeHAa KPECTHMKOM.
Brnpouem, KOMHAaTa, KOHEYHO, HE MOIJIa HAXOAUTh-
ca B Kuppun-korremxe: Taituerit Ilyts obsasa-
TeJBHO AOJKeH Obln HaumHaThCA Ha ¢epme Kup-
PHH.

Hy, a Bce »xe, ect¥ IIpeAnoIoKHUTL, YTO OH Geper
Hayamo B Kuppun-xorremxe? Ilpasnpa, JocKyT ¢
ykasatenamu Obln HaiineH Ha ¢epme Kuppuu, Ho
U3 3TOro BOBCe He cjemoBasio, 4To Taiiueiit IlyTe
obsa3aTeJbHO Ha4YMHaeTrca TaM, xora muccuc CaH-
Iepc, No-BUAUMOMY, TAK CUMTAaeT.

JI>KOpZK TOYYBCTBOBAjA, 4YTO €€ OXBATHIBAET
BOJIHEeHHe. «fl DoMKHA NIPOCTYKATh KaK CJIEeAYeT 3TH
BOCEeMb TaHeJieii M MOMNBITATHCA HAMTH Ty, 4TO IIO-
MeyeHa Ha CBUTKE, — pa3MbIILJAJA OHa. — OTa
na’eJ b MOYeT CABHHYTLCA B CTOPOHY MJM KYZXa-TO
ele, ¥ A BHE3aITHO YBMXKY BXOXHOe OoTBepcTHels

Ona Bcrasia, 4ToGBI NMPOBEPHUTH, HE TOBE3eT JH
eil, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT JBeph CHOBA OTBOpHJACH, M
BOILIeJI ee OTell. BripaXkeHue ero auna ObLIO O4YeHb
CYpOBBIM.

— 1 rosopua ¢ TBOEH MaTepbl0, — CKa3aJ OH. —
OHa, KaK ¥ A, CY4UTAET, YTO ThI NMPOABJIACIIL KpalHee
HerocJayuianue, rpy6octs u aep3octs. Mb1 He MoO-
JKEeM OCTaBHUTh Takoe mnoseaeHHe 06e3 BHUMAaHUA,
Hxopmx. IIpunerca Te6sa HaKa3aTh.

Jl>xopaxx ¢ TpeBoroii B3rasaHysa Ha orua. ToasKo
Obl ee HaKa3aHMe HUKAaK He KocHyJock Tumoru! Ho,
KOHEYHO, KOCHETCH...

— Bcio ocTanbHYI0 4acTh AHA ThI IIPOBEEIUb B MO-
cTeNd M TpM AHA He OyAems Buaerscs ¢ Tumorm, —
ckaszan oren. — 1 Bemo JKyanaHy KOPMHTB U ITPOry-
auBaTth ero. Ecau ke Tel Oyaeuib yropcTBOBATh B
CBOEM HEINOoCJAyIUaHHUH, TeOe NMPUAETCA pacrpoIaTh-
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ca ¢ Tumoru HaBcerga. Boioch, KaKk O6bI CTPAHHO 3TO
HH NPO3ByYaJio, HO 3Ta cofaka OKasbIiBaeT Ha Tebsa
CKBEDHOe BIHMSHUE.

— Jla Her ke, Het! — BoCcKIMKHYyJa J[xopmx. —
O, ou Gyzner Tak HecyacTeH, eCJIM Hac pasjiydaT ¢ HUM
HAa UeJbIX TpY AHsA!

— TI'oBopuTs Gosblize He O YeM, — 3aABII OTell. —
Iloaguumaiica ceifuac ske HaBepX, JOXKNUCH B IIOCTENb U
Nopa3MBICJAH KaK CJaeayeT Hajx TeM, 4uTo A Tebe cKa-
3an. MeHsa o4yeHBb oropuyaer TBOe IOBeiecHHEe BO Bpe-
MA HBIHEIHMX KaHuKyJa. d-to xyman, 4yto obue-
HHe C AByMA TBOMMH KY3€HaMH H Kyauupi?l oKasaJjio
Ha TeOa O6JaroTrBOpHOE BAHAHHE M Thl CTAjJa HOP-
MaJibHOI1, pa3dymMHOil aeBouykKoil. Ho ThI ceifyac Be-
Jewb cebA Xy)Ke, yeM Korapa-aubo.

OH pacnaxHyJa aBepb, ¥ J[KOpZK BBILILIA M3 Ka-
6MHeTa C BBICOKO NOAHATON rososoii. OHa cabia-
Ja, Kak OCTajlbHble AeTH o0efailoT B CTOJIOBOIA.
Jxxopmk moiuwuia npaMo K cefe HaBepx M pasgesnach.
¥Yaermmuces B 1ocresib, OHa MOPECTHO AyMaJsia O TOM,
4yTo TpU AHA He yBuaMT Tuma. IIna Hee 3ro GbuLi0
HEeBBIHOCHMO. HHKTO Heé HMea HOHH’I‘HH O TOM, KaK
oHa Jjob6ur Tumorul

J>xoyaHHa MOAHAJNACh HABepX M IIpHHecaa e
obex Ha mogHoCe.

— Ax, Muce, — cKasajia OHA BECEJbIM I'OJIOCOM, —
Kakasa o0ujaa BHAETh Bac B nocread. Byaste Guaropa-
3yMHBI, BeAuTe ce6A Kak cjeAyeT, H BaM CKOpO IO-
3BOJIAT CIYCTHUTHCH BHU3.

JI>KOpIXK NOKOBLIPAJA BMJKOM IPUHECEHHbIe e
Kywanbea. EcTb coBceM He xorenock. OHa CcHoOBa
yJerjach B IocTesab, AyMas o Tume, a Take O BOCh-
MH TaHeJAX HajJ KaMHHHOM NOCKOif. A BApYr 3TO Te
camble, 4YTO IIOMeYeHbl HA JIOCKYyTe, H OHM —  Ha-
yano TaitHoro Ilytn? — HanpsKeHHO pa3MBILILIA-
Jia OHA, IJIAAA B OKHO.
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— Bor T moii, cHer ugerl — BAPYTr ckasana
OHAa M cesia B nocrequ. — Koraa s yBuaesna ceroa-
HA YTPOM 3TO CBHHIIOBOe He(O, A mogymaia: HaBep-
Hoe, noiiner cHer. Kakoit cunsHElA cHeronaal K se-
Yyepy TOJIIMHA CHEXXHOIO NMOKPOBA AOCTHUTHET He-
CKOJBKHMX AI0MMOB. Ax, Gequara Tumoru. Haxerocs,
Jlxyanan npocJegUuT 3a TeM, YTOOhI B €ro KOHYpY
He HaMeJIO CHera.

Y nexasiueit B nocrexu J[xopmx Gbuia macca
Bpemenu Ana pasaymuii. Ilpiunna I)xkoyaHHa u 3a-
6pasna noaHoc. BoJsbllle HUKTO K Heil He MPUXOAWJI.
Jxopmx Oblia yBepeHa, YTO OCTAJBHBIM pebsiTam
3alpeTJiM HaBeLaTh €e M pPas3roBapMBaTh C Hei.
Ouna uyyscTBOBaJIa ce0A OAMHOKOM M BCEMHM INMOKHHY-
TOM.

JleBouKa pa3MBIILIAIA O NPONABLIMX CTPaHH-
ax M3 KHUru ee orua. Mor jgu mucrep Ponanpx ux
B3aATH? Beap OH oYeHb HHTepecoBaJICA paboToit oTua
M, KaK BUAHO, MOHUMAJ ee CyThb. Bopom ob6s3aTesnn-
HO GBI KTO-TO, 3HABILMI, KAKME MMEHHO CTpPaHHU-
bl Haubosee BaXxxHbI. TUMOTH, 63 COMHeHHus, 3aja-
AJa Ob1, ecn ObI BOP NMPHILIEJ CHAPYXKH, XOTA Kabu-
HeT HAXOAMJICA B APYroM KoHue aoma. ¥ Tummmu
Taxoit ocTpslit cayx!

— Jymalo, 4TO 3TO OBLI OOQMH M3 TeX, KTO HaXo-
AWICA B IoMe, — Mpou3Hecaa BcayXx IKOpmK. —
KoneuHo, 3T0 He Obl1 KTO-TMOO M3 HAC, AeTeil; UCK-
awoyaorea tTakxke mama u JDxoyanna. Takum obpa-
30M, octaerca ToabKo mucrep Ponauna. Y seas B 1Yy,
APYryio HoYb, Korga TMMMH pa3byaus MeHA CBOMM
pblyaHMeM, A 3actaja ero B Kabuxerel

BHxesanHo oHa cena B nocTenu. « [lymaio, 4To Mu-
crep Ponaua nobuiacs, 4robpl TMMOTH BBICTABMIM
M3 A0Ma MMEHHO Paju TOro, 4ToOKl OH MOT CHOBA
NOILIAPDHUTh KaK cjaeayer B Kabunere. Ox Gosuca, 4To
TuMm 3anaer, — IPOHECJOCH Y Hee B rojose. —
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OH Tak HacTauBaJ Ha TOM, 4To THM IO/KEeH ocra-
BaThCA Ha yJuLe — JaXKe TOrxa, Korga Bce OcC-
TaJIbHbIE BCTYNMMJHNCHh 32 MEHA M YMOJAJH €ro Iryc-
™aTh Tuma B gom. S aymalo, a gaxe yOexxaeHa, 4To
BOPp — He KTO HHOM Kak mucrep Pomaunl»

HeBouka Obuta O4eHb B3BOJIHOBaHHA. Bo3aMOXKHO
JH, 4TOOBI YYMTENb YKpaJ Te caMble CTPaHHUILBI K3
KHUTM M pa3buJ Takue Ba)XKHble MJIA OTLA Npubo-
pei? Kak eit xoremoch, 4TOGBI OCTajibHBIE pebaTa
NPUILLIJIK K Heil 1 OHA Morya Obl OGCyAHUTH BCE 3TO C
Humu! :



TJIABA TPHHAMUIATASA
A’KyAHaHa NoOACTeperaer CIOpIpH3

Tpoe peGar BHuU3y odeHb xkamean sxopmx. -
aa KBeHTHH 3anpeTHs MM MOAHMMATLCA HABEPX H
pasroBapHMBaTh C He.

— Hapo mate eit HeMHOXXKO BpPeMeHH IIopas-
MBICJUTE 000 BCeM HaeaHMHe ¢ caMoii cofoil. 3To moii-
et JIopax Ha MoJb3y, — 3aABHUJ OH. — DeaHsK-
Ka Ixopmax, — moasua Ixynaunan. — Kak Henpu-
ATHO! BBl TONBKO nOriAANTe, KAKOM CHIBHBIM cHerl

CHer nazan rycreiIMM XxJonbamu. JDKyaunaH
NOAOLIEeN K OKHY M IIOCMOTpPeJ, YTO TBOPMTCA CHa-
PYXH.

— MHe npugerca BHIATH M IIPOBEPHUTH, BCE JH
B NopAaKe ¢ KOHypoit TumMmu, — ckasaa oH. — Mur1
He MOXeM JAONYCTHTh, 4ToOBI GemoJjary 3achlnajo
cuerom! OH HeGoCh HeLOyMeBaeT, YTO 3TO 3a LITYKa
Takaa — CHer.

TumoTH M B camMoM fesie GbLI O4YEeHb YAMBJIEH,
BHAA, YTO BCE BOKPYr NOKPBITO 4YeM-TO GeJbIiM H
markum. OH cuaen B cBoelf KOHype M CMOTpesa Ha
najgamoLIye XJOMNbs, [IPOBOMXKAasA UX I10JeT GOJbLUINMU
Kapumu raaszamu. Ilec GbLI yAMBJEH M HeCYaCTeH.
IlouemMy oH XHBeT 3[4eCh, Ha XOJIOJE€ M B IIOJTHOM
onunouectse? Ilouemy J[KOpAX K HeMy He IPHXO-
ant? Moxer GbiTh, OHA ero Gonbiue He ao6uT? I'po-
MaaHbIN nec OblJ1 OYeHb HeCYacTeH, TaK JKe Hecda-
creH, Kak JKopmxk.

¥Yeunes J[)KynmaHa, OH cTrpaiuHo obOpajoBaics,
NOANPLITHYJ M JM3HYJ MaTb4YHUKa B JHUIIO.

— Munseiit crapuna Tum! — npusercrsoBan
ero oxyauan. — Hy kak 1e1 TyT? Jaii-ka s oTmery
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HEMHOYXKO CHera M II0BepHY TBOIO KOHYDPY Tak, 4TO-
6BI CHEXXHBIE XJIONbA He 3aJerald BHYTDb. BOT Tak-
to 6yaet nyyiuel Her, crapuk, MBI He MAeM Ha IIpO-
ryaKy — ceiiuac 3TO HeBO3MOXKHO!

Mansuuk noxJonan cobaky Io CriMHe, HEeMHOMK-
KO NOBO3MJICA € Heil, a 3aTeM BepHyJcs B gom. Oc-
TaJbHBIE BCTPETHJIM €ro y ABEPH CTOJIOBOIL.

— IDxyauau! Mucrep Ponanag ornpasiasercsa
Ha nporyJky B oauHodecTBe. Tera MaHHU JIEKHUT, a
aaga KeeHTuH y ceba B xkabGunere. Moiker, Ham
MOAHATHLCA HaBepx M nosuaarsca ¢ Jxopmx?

— Hawm xe s3anpeTund, — ¢ COMHEHHEM B IO-
Joce ckasan JHxynanaH.
— 3uaw, — Bo3pa3un Juxk. — Ho s roros

PMCKHYTh HApYILIMTBL 3arpeT, €CJM 3TO XOTh 4y-
TouKy obpaayer >xopmx. Ina Hee, HaBepHOe, 3TO
OpOCTO KOLUMap — JIEXKATh TaM OXHOM, 3HAas, 4YTO
OHa HECKOJILKO AHel He CMOKeT yBHAeTh THuMa.

— Hy uto X, maBsaiiTe-Ka i, KaK CaMblil cTap-
IMH, oAy HaBepx, — ckasaa JKyamaH, — a Bl
IBOE OCTaBaiiTeCh BHM3Y, B N'OCTHHOM, U pa3roBapu-
paiite. Toraa aaasa KBeHTHH pelwIuT, 4YTO MBI BCe
TyT. $I NpOCKONB3HY HaBepX U HECKOJbKO MHHYT
nobyay ¢ d>xopmxk.

— Xopowo, — coraacuiaca uk. — Ilepenait
el OT HacC NMPUBET U CKAXKH, YTO MBI IPUCMOTPHUM 3a
Tummu.

JI>KyJIMaH TMXOHBKO IPOKPAJICA BBEPX HAa JIECT-
Huue. OH oTKpBLI ABeps cnadbHu JHKOPHK M OCTO-
POXKHO Bowies. 3aKpeIB 3a coGoM [ABeph, MaJbYUK
yBuzgea, 4To JPDKOpMK CHAMT B IOCTEIN M CMOTPHUT
Ha Hero ¢ BOCTOPTOM.

— II-w-m! — npenocreper Ixynuan. — Mue
He I10JIOYKEHO HaXOAUTHLCH 31eCh.

— O, Mxyaunanl — paaocTHO BOCKJIMKHYJA
Hxopmx. — Kak ato 3a0poBo, 4TO ThI npumie!
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Mue 6110 TaKk oguHOKO. Ilogxoau K mocream ¢
atoit cropoubl. Torma, ecam KTo-HUOyab BApPYI
BOIeT, THI MOJELIb HBIPDHYTh M CIPATATBLCHA
noJ KpOBAaTBIO.

Jxynuan obowien mocrens M NpPUOAM3MICA K
Jxopmk ¢ apyroit croponsl. Ta ceifuac )xe Hayana
M3JINBATh HA HEro BCe TO, O YeM OHA Pa3MBbILIJIAJIA B
OIMHOYECTBE.

— $ yBepena, uro muctep Posaua 1 ects BOp,
A B 3TOM yBepeHa, — CKasaJja oHa. — $I rosopio ato
He IIOTOMY, YTO HEHaBH)XY €ero, 4eCTHOe CJIOBO, He
noromy, Ixxyauan! Beas s 2ke B caMoM JeJie BUAENA
OMHAMKALI BEYEPOM, KaK OH YTO-TO MBITAJNCA Pa3HIO-
xaTs B KabuHere, a IIOTOM ellie Pa3 TO e caMmoe IIo-
BTOPMJIOCH IOCPeAM HOYH. BO3MOXKHO, OH IIPOCJIBI-
uran o pabore Moero OoTua M ABHJCA ClIOAa IIpOBe-
PMTB, He YAACTCA JHM eMy IOXMTHTL ee. EMy npocro
1oBe3JI0, YTO HaM HyKeH ObLi1 perterutop. 51 yBepe-
Ha, 3TO OH YKpAaJ Te camble CTPaHM1b], ¥ S yBepeHa,
YTO OH XOTeJ BBIrHaTh THMMH H3 JOMa, 4YTOOBI OH
MOT IIPOM3BECTH KpPaxKy, He 6osach, uTo Tum ero yc-
JBIIIUT U HAYHET PbIYaTh.

— Ox, Ixxopmx, He aymaio, 4yToOBl 3TO GBLIO
Tak, — 3ametus J)KyamaH, KOTOpDBIII IMpPOCTO He
mor cefe NMpeACTaBUTh, YTOOBI YUYHTENb GBI CIIOCO-
GeH Ha TaxKoe neso. — Bce 3TO KaK-To 3a yLIM IIpU-
TAHYTO U 3BYYHUT HEBEPOATHO.

— OueHp MHOTME BelllM, KAXKYILUECA HeBepo-

ATHBIMH, TEM He MeHee NMPOMCXOAAT, — BO3pa3uia
Joxopmx. — OueHb, OYeHb MHOrue, M 3Ta — OAHA
U3 HUX.

— Hy naano, ecim mucrep Posang neitcrem-
TEJBHO IOXUTHJ 3TH CTPAHWIBI, 3HAYUT, OHHM MOJI-
JKHBI HAXOQUTHCA rAe-To B AomMe, — ckKasaj J[xyau-
aH. — OH Beckp AeHb He BeIXOAMJ. OHM JOJIKHBI
6bITh rae-HUbyab B ero crianbHe.
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— Koneunol — B3BOJHOBAHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA
Ixopmx. — Kak 661 MHe XOTeJIoCh, YTOOBI OH BBI-
ren u3 gomal d Gb1 Torga oObicKasa ero KOMHATY.

— JKOpIK, Helb3A AesaTh NoAoOHBIE Bely, —
3aMeTII LIOKUPpOBaHHbIN JKymaH.

— To1 npocTO He 3Haelb, KAKHE BELM A CII0co0-
Ha JenaTth, €CJIM MHe I0-HacTOALIEeMY 3axXodercd, —
orseruna JDxopmx, ynpamo ckas ryoel. — Ox, 4to
Tam 3a wym?

CaslluHO 6110, KaK XJOMHyAa ABeps. JDHKyauan
OCTOPOXXHO IOAOLIEN K OKHY M INOIJsAAe] Ha yauny.
CHer Ha Kakoe-TO BpeMA IIPDEKPaTHUJICA, U MHCTEp
Ponanag Bocnosb3oBasicss 3THM, 4YTOOBI BBIMTH M3
aoma.

— 910 mucrep Ponana, — ckasan Jxyauan.

— 0-0-0l I moraa 6b! ceityac OBBICKATE €ro KOM-
HAaTy, €CJM ThI MOCTOPOKMILUL Y OKHA M IIpeayIpe-
AMIIBb MEHs, KOrja OH npuaer obpaTHOo, — CKasaaa
JIKopmK, TYT e CKUABIBAA ¢ cebA oxeAio.

— He uHago, xopax, He apenait aToro, —
BoCKJAUKHyn [Ixynuman. — Hy mnpaso ke, aTo
y3Kac KaKoOi-TO — OOBICKMBATH 4YYXKYI0 KOMHAa-
Tyl Ila ¥ moasoasr Te6Ge 3aMeTHTh, YTO OH MOT
3axBaTHTh Te CTpaHHUBI ¢ cob6our. OH, MoOXxerT,
M MOoLIeJ-TO MMEHHO JJIA Toro, 4ro6hl mepeaaThb
X KOMY-HHOYyAB!

— Mue 3T0 B roJioBy He NMPUXOAWJIO, — IIPH-
aHanacek Jxopmk, raaga Ha JKyavaHa paciuupeH-
HbiMH riaadamu. — Hy ne gocaguo au? Koneuwno,
OH MMEHHO 3THUM ceifuac M 3aHaT. Hanpumep, oH
3HAKOM C O0OMMH XYIAOXXHHKAMM, >XUBYILMMM Ha
tdepme Kuppun. BriTe MOXKeT, OHM TOKe y4acTBYIOT
B 3arosope.

— Ax, J[)opmx, He rOBODH IJIyIIOCTH, — 3aMe-
Tun Jxynuan. — TwI Kexaeiir U3 MyXH CJIOHA, BbI-
AYMBIBasg KaKue-TO 3aroBopbl ¥ Bor auaert uro emrel
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MoxHOo moaymaTh, YTO Mbl HAaXOAMMCA B CaMOM
LIEHTPe KaKOoi-TO GOJIbILIOI aBaHTIOPHI!

— Hy uro %, A cynuTalo, YTO 3TO UMEHHO TaK, —
HeOXXUAaHHO npouadHecna J[KOpaK, M BbIpAKeHUe
ee JuIA IPH 3TOM OBLIO OYeHb cepbe3HbIM. — 1,
MOXXHO CKasaTh, MPAMO-TAKM OINYLIAI0, YTO MbI
BOBJIEYEHBI B HacTosllee GOJbILIOEe ITPUKJIIOYEHHE.,

Jl>xynuaH 3agyM4YMBO CMOTPEJ HA CBOKO KY3UHY.
A MoxeTr ObITH, B TOM, YTO OHA N'OBOPHT, €CTh NOJAA
npasab1?

— JxyauaH, He cAejaellb JH Thl KOE-4YTO IJIA
meHA? — cnpocuaa JKopmK.

— Ox0THO, — C I'OTOBHOCTBIO OTO3BAJICA MaJlb-
YUK.

— Beuitau u3 goma M noiAaM cjaemomM 3a MUCTe-
pom Posanaom, TOJABKO Tak, YTOOBI OH TeDA He BH-
aen, — ckasana xopmx. — B xonne, B mkady,
BucUT Gennrit nuramn. Hagens ero, u Te6a TpyaHo Oy-
aet 3amMeTuTh Ha QoHe cHera. Ioiiau 3a HUM M 1IpO-
cJeau, He BCTPETHUTCA JIM OH C KeM-TO U He Iepeaact
JU UM 4YTO-HUOGYIb, ITOXO¥Kee Ha CTPAHHUIBI U3 KHU-
r'M MOero OTila — 3Haelllb, GONbIINe TaKue JUCTHI,
Ha KOTopbIx OH nuiuer. OHu oyeHs Goasluoro ¢op-
mara.

— HWper, — ckasan xyaman. — Ho obe-
mai, 4To, eCaAu A ITO CAesalo, Thl He CTaHellb
obbICKMBATHL ero KomMHary. Tak He mocrtymnaior,
Ixopmx!

— A a nocrymmio, — Boapasuna JDKopmx. —
Ho He crany, ecau Tl caenaelub TO, O YeM A IpO-
uy, ¥ noigeiusb caeaom 3a mucrepom Poaaugom. fA
y6GexxIeHa, 4YTO OH HaMepeH MepenaTh APYTMM yda-
CTHHKAaM 3arosopa To, 4To oH BbiKpail M criopum,
YTO 3TO — Te€ CaMble XYMOXKHHKHM, JKUBYIIIHE Ha
depme KuppuH, KOTOPBIX OH TIPUTBOPHJICA BHIA-
LIMM Bnepselel
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— Bor yBuauib, YTO THI A0COIIOTHO He npasa,
ckaszan J>xynauaH, Hanpasiaach K asepu. — K tomy
JKe A TaK MJIM MHaYe He CMOTYy HATH CJEAOM 3a MHC-
TepoM PonaHaoM — mnpolwuio y»e IMATh MUHYT, KaK
OH BBILIIEJ U3 AOMA.

— Jla raynocTH KakKue, NPeKpacHO CMOJKEIb —
BeAb OH OCTABMJI Ha CHery cieanll — Bo3pasuia
Ixopmx. — Ha, caymait-ka, IKynauaH, A coBceM
3abbiya paccKkasath Tefe elle Koe-4To, OYeHb, OUYEeHb
uHTepecHoe. AX Tel, BOoT Oesa — ceifuac HeT AIA
aroro BpemMeHH. §I paccKka)ky, Koraa Thl BEePHEILIbCH,
ecau Tebe yRacTCA CHOBA NMOAHATLCA Hasepx. Jeso
Kacaerca Taitsoro ITyTu.

— B camom pene? — BocKIMKHyYJ [KyanaH B
nonnom Boctopre. OH 6bL1 TAK pa3oyapoBaH, 4YTO
BCe HX IMOMCKHM HH K 4yeMy He npusean. — XopoLuo,
A MONBITAIOCH IIOTNO03Ke CHoBA npobparsca cona. Ec-
JIH A He npuAay, Thbl noMeIsn: 3HA4YNT, A IIPOCTO HE
mory. B aroMm cayuae Tebe npuaerca KAATh, NIOKA He
NpUAeT BpeMA HaM BCEM JIOXKHUTBLCA CNAaTh.

OH ucue3, GeCLIIyMHO IIPHMKDPRIB 3a coboil aBeps.
IIpocKkonb3HyB BHH3 IO JIECTHHIE, OH 3arjIAHYJ B
FOCTHHYIO M NpOLUENTA] HAXOAMBLUIMMCA TaM pelbsa-
TaM, 4YTO YXOAMT M3 AOMA M TNOMAET CJeAOM 3a y4H-
TeJeM.

— A 3aueMm, 310 1 BaM OUBACHIO NO33Ke, — CKa-
3aJ1 OH.

3aBepHYBIUNCH B GeJblil nall, OH BBILLIE] B Cak.
CHer cHOBa HayaJ naaarhb, HO eule He ObLT TAaKHUM
IrycThIM, 4TOOBI CKDBITH I1y6OKHe CJeAbl, OCTABJIEH-
Hele mucrepom Ponanaom. Ha yuutene 6Gulau BRICO-
KHe Camnory, OCTABJABIIME YeTKHe CJIeABl Ha CHery,
KOTODHINA JIeXKaJI CJIOEM TOJIIMHON B ILUECTh AION-
MOB.

Manpuuk GHICTPO LIET B TOM HAIDABJIEHHH, KY-
Jia BeJH cJeAbl. MeCTHOCTH BOKDYT BRIIVIAZENA Te-
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nepy o4YeHb MO-3auMHeMy. CBHMHIIOBOe HeGO TAMKeEJIO
HaBHucJ0 Hajx 3emueit, u JKyauany GbLIO ACHO, YTO
CHery BBINAfeT elle o4eHb MHoro. OH crerumna cie-
aom 3a mucrepom PosaHmoMm, xors GuUrypsl yuyure-
N HUTAe He ObLIO BHIHO.

ITo y3koit yjouke, no oGOYMHE TPOIIMHKH, IIPO-
Jerasmieil yepe3 BHINOH, TAHYJACh ABOMHAaA IeNOY-
Ka caenoB. I'maza xyauaHa OblaM IPUKOBAHBI K
cjaenaM, M OH HEeYasaHHO CHOTKHyJcA. HeosxmpanHo
OH YCJBIIIAJ YHHM-TO IOJIOCA M PEe3KO OCTAHOBMJICH.
Cnpasa poc 6GonbLIoii KyCT TePHOBHHKA, M roJjoca
JOHOCHJIMCH C TOM CTOpOHBI. MaJbYHK moAoLIea I1o-
6nmxxe K Kycry. OH ycanllIajg rojioc CBOEro y4uTe-
Jisi, TOBOPMBILEIO TAaK THXO, YTO He pa3obpaTh HHU
OAHOIO CJIOBA.

«C KeM ke 3TO OH MO)KeT TaM pa3roBapuBaTh? » —
MBICJIEHHO cripocus ce6a ManbyuK. OH moakpaiacs K
Kycty eme 6nmxke. B cepeamHe ero 6mlio mycroe
npocTpadcTso, u JXKyauaH mnoaymai, 4To Mor Obi
npobpaThCs IIPAMO B CAMyIO CepeaAMHY, XOTA KYCT U
O4YeHb KOJIOYMii, a npoGpaBlIMCh, OH MOKET IIO-
CMOTpeTh OOHHMM TIJIA3KOM, KTO TaM, I03aAM KYCTa.
OueHb OCTOPOKHO MAJBLYHK 3a0pajicA B KOJIOYYIO
BEIEMKY MEXAy BeTBed, Koropele GbLIM 3aech KO-
PMYHEBLEIMM M COBCEM T'OJILIMH.

MenseHHO, OCTOPOIKHO OH Pa3ABHMHYJ KOJIOYHE
BeTKM H, K CBOEMY YAMBJIEHHMIO, YBHAEJ] MHCTEpa
Ponanna, Gecexyromero ¢ AByMA XYAOXKHHKaAMH C
tdepmpr Kuppun — mucrepom Tomacom m Mucrepom
Yunronom! Beixoaur, xopax Gblra npasal Yum-
Tesb ABHO ObLJI ¢ HUMH 3HAKOM, H, noka Jxyaunan
cieaun 3a 3ToM cueHoi, mucrep Ponana nepexan
mucrepy Tomacy nauky CJIOXKeHHBIX BABoe Gymar.

«OHHU BRITIANAT COBEPIIEHHO TaK JKe, KaK JHC-
Tel B KHure aaau KsenTuna, — ckasau cebe Ixy-
auaH. — JloJukeH mnNpPU3HATHCA, 3TO YEPTOBCKH
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cTpaHHO. JlefCTBUTEIBHO CTAHOBHTCA IIOXQXKE Hu
3aroBop — M B LeHTpe ero muctep Ponannals

Mucrep Tomac 3acynys Gymaru B KapMaH CBOEro
nanbTo. MyKYMHBEI NpoGOPMOTANIM ellle HECKOJIbKO
CJIOB, KOTOpHIe Aaxke uyTKHMe yium JDKyauaHa He
MOTJIM YJIOBHUTH, H Pa3OLLINCh. XYAOKHHKH Hampa-
BIJINCh B CTOpPOHY (Qepmul Kuppun, a mucrep Po-
JIaHJg TIOLIEJ HAa3aj II0 TPONMMHKE dYepe3 BHITOH.
JxynuaH coKajICA B KOMOYEK B YrAyOGJICHHMH MEXIY
BEeTKAMH TEPHOBHHKA, HAJEACh, YTO YYHTEIb He II0-
BepHeT roJIoBel U He 3ameruT ero. K cuacrtseio, Bce
oBo1LI0Ch.

Mucrep Ponanpg npomomxan miaraTe InpaMO H
Mcue3 3a 3aBecOi CHera, KOTODHIM majgaJ ceiyac ry-
CTBIMH XJONbAMH. K TOMYy )Xe Hayalo TeMHeThb, H
Jl>KyauaH, KOTOPHIM yaKe He BUAeN (HUryphl ydure-
JIA, TOPOILJIMBO IIOLLIEJ CJEAOM 34 HMM, or4yacTH 6o-
Ach 3a0JyAUTHCA M3-3a METEJH.

Mucrep Ponana toxe ABHO He CTPEMMJICA OCTa-
BaTbCA INOA OTKPBITHLIM HeGoM Gosblue, yeM GBLIO
HeoOxoguMo. OH uyTh He GeKajJ B HaNpaBJIeHHH
Kuppun-korreaxa. HakoHel, OH mopoiuen X BOpO-
Tam, ¥ J[)xkyanaH BUAeJa, KAK OH BOLUEJ B JOM.

JdaB y4yuTedI0 BpeMA pa3feThCsi M Ha XOAy IIo-
XJionaB Nno crnuHe THMOTH, MAaJbYMK IOAOILEN K
asepu M Boiuea B aoM. OH cHax ¢ ce6a rnain, cme-
HUI 00yBb M IIPOCKOJIB3HYJ B INOCTHHYIO A0 TOIO,
Kak Mmucrep PosaHza cnycTHiaca TyAa M3 CBoeit
CNIAJIbHH.

— Yro cayuunocs? — cnipocuan xopom Uk u
AnH, BUAA, 4TO J[)KyanaH 4YyeM-TO OYEeHb B3BOJIHO-
BaH. OIHAKO OH HHYEro He MOr MM OTBETHTh; Kak
pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHAaTy Bouwuia J[»koyaHHa u
Hayajia HaKpLIBATh HA CTOJ.

K Bennuaiimieit nocane Ixyauana, OH BeCch Be-
Yep He MOT pacCKa3aTh OCTAJNLHLIM pefATaM HH CJIO-
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BeYKa, TAK KaK B KOMHATe BCE BPEeMs HaXOAWICHA
KTO-HUOYAb M3 B3pocasix. He MOr OH ¥ NMOAHATHLCA
HaBepx, K J[xopmx. EMy He Tepmesock nMoAeIMTHCA
CBOMMH HOBOCTSMHM, HO JeaaTh GbLJI0 HeYero — Ipu-
XOIUJIOCH KAATh.

— Tera ®auuu, CHer Bce ele UAeT? — CIIpocH-
Ja AHH.

Tera ®aHHM NOAOLILIA K BXOAHON ABEPH H IIO-
raagena Ha yaumy. CHera HasaJmwao OO CaMoro
KpeL1brial

— Jla, — cxasana OHA, BEPDHYBIINCH B I'OCTH-
Hy10, — cHer uzaer sosciol Ecan tak 6yzer npomou-
JKATbCA, HAC COBCEM 3aHeceT; KakK 310 GeLI0 3uMoOii
IBa roaa Hasan. Ml Torga B TeYeHHe MATH JHEH He
Morsu m3 aoma BeIiiTH. HU MOMOYHMK, HH 6yJo4-
HHMK He B COCTOAHUH ObIIM K HaM npobutsca. K cua-
CTBIO, Y Hac GbIJIO MHOIO KOHCEPBHPOBAHHOIO MOJIO-
Ka, a xneb6 A ymelo neys cama. Ax Bul, GegHbIE pe-
GATKH, 3aBTpa Bbl HE CMOXKETe BBIMTH HA YJIUILY —
BCe Kpyrom 6yZeT MOKPBITO CJIHMILKOM TOJICTBIM CJIO-
eM cHeral

— A depma Kuppusn toxxe 6yaer 3aaHeceHa CHe-
rom? — cnipocun mucrep Ponang.

— O ga, eme cuabHee, YeM MBI 3eCh, — CKa-
sana tera ®annu. — Ho ee oburarensam Bce paBHO.
IIponykToB y HuX Tam xorb orGasaait. OHM cTaHyT
TAKMMH Ke Y3HHKAMH, KaK U MBI, & MOJKET, elle u
B GoJibIIIeit CTErIeHH, YeM MHEI.

«AutepecHo, — noaymaxn JHKyauan, — noyemy
mucrep Ponanx sagan aror sonpoc? Bourca, 4to ero
APY3bf He CMOryT OTIIDABMTHL T€ JIMCTHI II0 TIOYTe
WM OTBE3TH MX Kyaa-Hubyasr Ha aBTobyce MM aB-
TomoGune? »

Masnbuuk He COMHEBAJICA, YTO BOIPOC OBLI IIpO-
AMKTOBAH MMEHHO 3THM. AX, KaKX eMy XOTeJIoCh Iie-
PeroBopuTh 060 BCEM C OCTAJILHBIMH pebaTamul
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— § ycranl — 3aABHI OH OKOJIO BOCHMH Bede-
pa. — Ilomun cnats!

Jduk 1 AHH YAHBJIEHHO NMOCMOTpEJH Ha HEero.
OGBIYHO, IIOCKOJBKY OH OBIJI CAMBIM CTAPIIHM,
OH JIOXKHJCH CIaTh NMOCJAELHUM, & CerogHsa BAPYT
caM mnpeaJjaraer BceM HATH cnatk. JKyauaH
HE3aMeTHO HM MOAMMIHYJ, U OHH TYT JKe ero
MOAAEPMKATH:

JuK LHIMPDOKO 3eBHYJ, a BCjeX 3a HUM M AHH.
Tera PaHHM OTJIOKHUIA B CTOPOHY CBOE LLIMTHE.

— [Ha, ronoca y Bac ycraasle. I aymalo, Bam
JIy4llIe BCero MOMTH M Jiedb CIAaTh.

— A MO)XHO MHe Ha MHHYTKY BBIIITH BO JBOp —
NnocMoTpeTh, Kak TaM TumMmu? — cripocun JHxKyauax.

Tera ®anHn KUBHyJa. MaapuuR HATAHYJA pe3n-
HOBBIE CAfIOrM, HAJMEJ IMAJLTO M Yepe3 ABepb, BeAy-
LYIO B CaA, BhIIIEI BO ABOP, TOXKE MOKPBITHIA TOJ-
cTeiM cyoeM cHera. Konypa Tuma Oblia 3aBasieHa 10
nosoBuHEI. Ilec BrITONTAN HEGQIBIIYIO ILIOILAAKY
Ha CHery rnepejx BXOAOM B KOHYDY M CTOAJ TaM, IJiA-
A Ha npubamxalomeroca xyauaxa.

— Ax ThI, GeAHAXKKA, B NOJHOM OXHUHOYECTBE
Ha cHery! — BocKJauKHyA JDxynauan. OH noxJonan
nca no cnuxHe, ¥ Tummu sackyamn. OH npocui, 4TO-
6B MAJIBYMK B3sJ ero ¢ coboik.

— Kak 6u1 51 xoren 3axsaTuTth Te6sa ¢ coboit, —
ckaszan JxynuaH. — Hwuuero, Tumorn. 51 sasTpa
npuay teba nposenaTs.

OH cHOBa BepHyJICA B AOM. J[eTH IOIpOILIATIHCH C
Teteit PaHHN M MHCTEPQM Ponangom u yuun Ha-
Bepx.

— DBhICTpeHBKO pa3feHbTeCh, HAKHHbTE XaJja-
Thl ¥ IIPNXOAUTE B KOMHaTy J[>Kopax, — nporuern-
Tan xyanan.: — ToasKo He UIymMeTh, & TO TeTA
‘Danxrm nogHuMerca cioga. Hy, motopanausaii-
Tech
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He npouwnto m Tpex MHHYT, Kak pefGara paszae-
JHUCh M, HaJeB XAJATHKH, YCeJIMChb HA KpOBAThb
Ixopaxk. Ona 6Gblna OYeHb pajga MX BuUAeTb. AHH
3afpajsach K Heil B IOCTeNb, TAK KAK Y Hee OKOYeHe-
JIA HOTH.

— Hy uro, I)xyauan, yaaaocs Tebe BHICIEAUTH
mucrepa Ponanga? — menoroM cnpocuna JHKopmxK.

— A nouyemy OH HO/KeH ObLI €ro BBHICJIEKH-
BaTb? — crnpocus J{MK, IPOCTO YMHPAaBIUHIA OT JIIO-
GOonBITCTBA.

JhxyaInaH KaK MOXKHO KOpoYe BCe MM paccKasasl —
H 0 noao3peHnax JKOp/K, M 0 TOM, KaK OH IOLIes
CJIeOM 3a YYMTEJIEM, M YTO €My J0BEJIOCh YBHAETb.
Koraa xopmx ycasluana npo 1o, Kak Jhxyauan
Habnonan CueHy rnepegayd mayku Gymar JByM Xxy-
JAOKHHKAM, IJ1a3a ee 3aKIJIHCh 'HEBOM.

— Bopioral 910 HaBepHAKA GBLIIM MMpPOMaBIUKE
auctrell 1 mogymars TOJIBKO, YTO MOM OTel TaK K
HeMy pacniosioxken! Yro ke Ham genars? OTH moau
NpH IEPBOIl Ke BO3MOXKHOCTH IepernpaBaT Gymaru
KYyZAa-TO B APYroe MecTo, M CEeKDeTOM, Haj paaraf-
KOl KOoTOporo oren GHJICA LEAYyI0 BEYHOCTh, BOC-
NoJL3yeTcs KTO-TO APYroii — moxker 6biTh, B MHTE-
pecax 4y»o¥ crpaHsil

— Onu He MoryT nepenpasuTh 6ymaru, — 3ame-
T xynuan. — Tel He npeacrasaAenib, CKOJbKO
cHery HaBanwio KpyroMm, Jxopmx! Ecau cuer 6Gyaer
MPOAOJLKATH UATH, MBI OK&XKEMCA 31eCh HA HeCKOJIb-
KO AHeH Y3HMKaMH, TOYHO TaK e, KaKk ¥ ofurareau
tdepmul Kuppun. Ecau onun xorar cnparars 6ymaru,
MM NPHAETCA CIIPATATh HX BHYTPH (epMepcCKOoro a0-
Ma. 9X, ec/i 661 MBI MOIJIM IIPOHHKHYTD TYAa H KaK
cJenyer BCe KpyroM obmapuTel

— VYBHI, MEI He CMOXEM 3TOro caejaarb, —
BeraBua JJuk. — 910 a6COMIOTHO TOYHO: MBI 110 IOp-
JIO YTOHEeM B cHery!l
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YerBepo pe6AT XMYypO NOrAAALIBAJM LPYr Ha
apyra. IuKy ¥ AHH C TPYAOM BEepHJOCH, YTO
KoMnaHelickuit mucrep Poaang okasaiaca Bo-
POM, BO3MOXKHO, Ja)Xe IUMHMOHOM, NMLITABLIMMCH
YKPACTh B&)XXHBIM CEKPeT y APYXKECKH K HeMy
OTHOCHAIEeroca y4eHoro. 1 OHH He MOryT 3TOMY
nomemars!

Haxonen >xyauaHn ckasan:

— Hago, noxanyii, paccCKasaTh TBOEMY OTILY.

— Her! — Bo3apasuna Aun. — OH Bce paBHO He
nosepMT, BeAb npasaa, Hxopax?

— OnH Hac BBICMEeT M TYT Ke NoijaeT U paccKa-
et o060 BceM Mucrepy Ponamay, — mnoaTsepauia
JKOpIK. — OTO JHMIIb IOCAYXKHT AJA TOrO Ipeno-
CTEPeXKEeHHEM, & er0 HHM 3a YTO HeJab3sd IIpeaocTepe-
ratb. OH He JOJKEH AOraibIBATHLCA, YTO MBI YTO-TO
3HaeM.

— III-mu-m! Tera ®anuu uaerl — BAPYT 1UeIn-
Hya JIuk.

ManburKH BRICKOJIL3HYJIHM M3 KOMHATHI U 3abpa-
JIACh B CBOH NOCTeaH. AHH NpLIrHyJa K cebe B Kpo-
BatKy. Koraa tera PaHHu BOLLJIA B CHAJBHIO, TAM
LIAPMJIH MHMD M IOKOMi.

Ona noenana AeTAM CIIOKOMHON HOYM M YKDhI-
na noreriee. Kak TobKO OHA collLIa BHU3, YeTBEPO
pebaT BHOBB cobpanuck B KomHaTte J[>xopax.

— JDxopmK, pacCKa)XKu MHe Tenepb TO, YTO ThI
cobupanaces coobuute Hacyer TaltHoro Ilyrn, —
ckasan Jxyauas.

— AX npal — BcnomHuaa xopasx. — Mosker
OBITH, B MOei TEOPHH HHUYEro CePLe3HONo HeT, HO Je-
JIO B TOM, 4YTO B KafHHeTe OTua, HAA KaMHHHOMI
MOJKOM, HMEIOTCA BOCEMb NePeBAHHLIX IaHenei, a
KOMHara 3tra ofpauieHa Ha BocToK. CrpanHOBaTO,
Kak BaM Kaxxerca? B TouHocTH coBmazaer ¢ ykasa-
TeNAMH Ha CBHTKe!
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— A mxkad ram TOXKe HMeercA? — CIIPOCHI
Jxynuan.

— Her, HO Bce ocTasIBHOE €CTh, — OTBETHJIA
Ixopax. — M MHe mpocTo NPHULIO B I'OJIOBY, & He
MOXKeT JH ciay4daiiHo Bxopa, Beaywmit k TailiHomy
ITyTu, HaxoguThCcA He HAa ¢epme, & BOT B 3TOM ca-
moM aome. leno B ToM, 41O HeKoraa ofa noma npu-
HajuIexKanu Hameu cemne. Jliogm, xusmue B dep-
MEpPCKOM JOMe MHOIO JIeT TOMY Ha3aj, HaBepHAKAa
NpPeKpacHo BCe 3HAJM PO HALI KOTTemLX.

— ITocaymaiit-ka, J[:xkopax, a 4TO, €CJaM BXOZ
M B CaMOM feJie HaXOANTCA 34ecb?! — BOCKJIMKHYJ
IOuxk. — Beas aro 6uw10 661 pocto yyaecHo! ITouwiu
NpAMO ceiiyac BHU3 M nocMorpuml

— He rosopu raynmoctul — omepHyn Gpata
Jxynuan. — Kax aro noittu B kabuHeT, KOraa TaM
cuautT aana Kseutun? 1 661 cKopee pUCKHYJ BCTpe-
THTBHCA C ABAALATHIO JLBAMH, YeM ¢ aanei! OcobeH-
HO T10CJIe CJTYYHBLIIErOCH.

— Jla, Ho MBI 06A3aHEI MPOBEPHUTD, CIIPABEAIMBO
qu npeanoyaokenne JLxopax. IIpocTo obasaHelr, —
saaBu1 (4K, 3a0bIBLUMIA, YTO IN'OBODHUTH HAAO LLIEIO-
TOM.

— 3amomun, aypaneit! — soamytuiaca Ixyan-
aH, naBafg eMy NMUHKA. — ThI 4YTO, XO4YelIlb CO3BATH
clona Bech AoM?

— Ipowry npomenun, — cxkasaa IIuk. — Ho
IO 4Yero e Bce 10 MHTepecHO! ONATL MBI y4acTBy-
€M B NpUKJIIoYeHHun!

— Bor uMeHHO! — B3BOJHOBaAHHO MOAAEpKATIA
ero Jxopmk. — IlocaywaiiTe, Moker, HaM JoO-
JKIATHCA MOJIYHOYH, & IIOTOM, KOraa BCe 3aCHYT, TH-
XOHBKO IPOKPACTHCA B KaOMHET M NONBITATH CYa-
crea? Mosxer, B Moeli uee ¥ HeT HHYEro, HO ITpoBe-
pPUTH HazoO ceityac. 51, HaBepHOEe, HEe CMOr'y 3aCHYTb,
MoKa He MpPOILyNaio KaK ClIeyeT KaXXAYI0O U3 BOCh-
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MH IaHeJeil HaJg KAMHHHOM IOJIKOM — a BAPYT Aa
M npoM3oiiaer 4ro-Tol

— 1 yBexxieH, 4TO TOXKe HA HA MUT He YCHY, —
ckasan Juxk. — IIpucaymnatirech-ka. He nogaumaer-
ca au KTo-HUOyas mo nectHune? Ham ayuine y6-
pateca orcioga. ITouwnn, Mxyaman! Berperumca B
KomHate JXKOpAXX B IOJIHOYB, COMAEM THXOHBKO
BHH3 M NMPOBEPHM ee Teopuiol

OGa manpunka yuumn K cebe. Hu oguH M3 HuX
HH Ha CeKYHAY He COMKHyJ BeK. He 6bL1a B cocTof-
Hun cnarb ¥ xopmx. Ona snexana, nepebupas B
yMe coOBITHA HBIHEIUHHUX KaHHMKYJ.<¢IIpamo saran-
Ka KaKasa-10, — Aymaja oHa. — CHauasa s BooOiue
HUYEero He IIOHMMAJIA, HO Tenepb COGBITHA CKJIALBI-
BaIOTCA OAHO K OZHOMY, 00pa3ys HeKOe OCMEICJIEH-
HOe LIeJIoe».

AHH Kpenko cnasia. B moaHous ee nipuuiiaocs 6y-
AHUTB,

— Bcrasaitl — npowrenrrana I>xopmk, pacrai-
KHuBasg ee. — PasBe Thl He XoYellb y4acTBOBATh B
NPHUKJIIOYeHuH?



I'JIABA YEThIPHATITATASA
Haxoner-to Talinsi ITyTh Hakipen!

B TeMHOTe M THIIMHe HOYHM 4YeTBepo pebAT Taii-
KOM cnyctuauchk mo jectHune. CosepuieHHO Gec-
IIyMHO OHM pobGpaauck a0 KabuHera. J[HKopmx
OYeHb OCTOPOXKHO 3aKPhUIA JABEPh M TOJLKO II0CJIe
3TOrO 3a)KrJja CBeT.

Jlern ycTaBWIMCh Ha BOCBMYIO TIAHENb CTEHBI HaX
KaMUHHOHK monkoii. fa, ux 6bLI0 POBHO BOCEMBb —
4YeThIpe B OQHOM DAAY M CTOJBKO JKe — B DAAY, pac-
TIOJIOXKEHHOM Hax nepBuIM. JIKyauaH pasocTiaas Io-
JIOTHAHBIA CBUTOK HA CTOJIe, M IETH CTAJM BHHMATE/h-
HO B Hero BIVIAALIBATHCA.

— KpecT cTOHT B cepeanHe BTOPOI raHeJ M Bepx-
Hero paza, — Tuxo ckaszan xyman. — H ceituac
MOMLITAIOCH HA Hee HAJaBUTh, 4 BBl BCE CJELHUTE,
Y4YTO IIPOM30iaer.

On nmopoumien K Kamuuy. OctanbHble ¢ GBIOIM-
MHCA OT BOJHEHHUA CePALIAMH ABMHYJIHUCH CJIEAOM 3a
HuM. J[)KyJIuaH NPUIOAHAJICA HA LLIITOYKH M CTA
CHWJIBHO HaJaBJIHMBATH HA LEHTPAJIBHYIO 4YaCThb BTO-
poit manenu. Hudyero He nosyvanocs...

— JHasu cuabueel IIpocTykait ee, — mocosero-
Ban Juk.

— $1 6o10Ch CIMIIKOM CHJIBHO LIYMETh, — OTO-
asasnca J[)xyanaH, OLIyTILIBaA BCE ITPOCTPAHCTBO Ma-
HesqH, YTOOBI HAMTH Ha Hell KaKyl0-HHOYyAbL HepOB-
HOCTh, YKAa3bIBAIOLIYI0O HA TO, YTO CHHM3y HMeEeTcs
noraiHaA MPy>KWHA WIH pbIYar.

CoBeplIeHHO HEOXKHAAHHO MaHeN b IO ero pyKa-
MH HECJBIIIHO CABMHYJIACh B CTOPOHY TOYHO TAKHM
ke ofpa3oM, KAK Ta MaHeab, YTO OHM OGHAPYKIIN

142



B ipuxoxkeit foma Ha depme Kuppun! IJetn kaxk 3a-
BOPOXXEHHBIE CMOTPEJH HA OTKPHIBLIEeCA 3a Ima-
HeJbIO OTBEPCTHE.

— Ono HepocTaTo4yHO 60JbILIOE, YTOOBI MOKHO
6bLI0 B HErO MPOHMKHYTb, — cKadana Jxopmx. —
910 He Moxer ObITh BXOXA, Beaywmii K TaiiHomy
IIyTn.

Jxyauad BEITAINMJ M3 KapMaHa CBOErO xXaJjara
aneKTpuyecKkuit onapuk. OH NMPOCYHYJ €ro B OT-
BEPCTHE M THXOHBKO BCKPHKHYJI.

— 3mech HEYTO BpOAEe PYYKH, K KOTOpOil mpH-
KperJieHa NpPOBOJIOKA MJH 4YTO-TO B 3TOM poae. 51
AEepHy 3a Hee — IIOCMOTPHM, 4TO byzer.

OH NMOTAHYJ NPOBOJIOKY, HO Y HEro He XBaTAaJO
cuJI, 4TOOBI TIPMBECTH B JABHMKEHME DYYKY, CJIOBHO
BpPOCIUYIO B CTeHY. JIMK TOXe yXBaTHJICA 3a IPOBO-
JIOKY, M MQJIbYHKH MOTAHYJH ee BIBOEM.

— JIBuraerca, HEMHOXKKO NOANAETCHA, — THAKEe-
JIO nepeBoAA ayX, ckasan Ixxkynuan. — IaBait, aa-
Bait, [luK, TAHK 4YTO ecTh MouH!

BuesanmHo pyuyka oToulIa OT CTeHHl, a 3a
Hel0 TMOTAHYJACh TOJICTaA IIPOBOJIOKA, pXKaBasa
oT crapocTH. B 3TO xe camMoe BpeMA H3-TOJ
KOBPHKA NepeA KAMHHOM MOCHLILIAJNCA KaKOM-
TO CTPAHHBIA CKpexeT. AHH 4YyTh He DPyXHyJa
Ha TMOJ OT cTpaxa.

— JXyamnaH, — npou3Hecsia OHA MCITYTaHHO, —
oA KOBPHKOM 4TO-TO nepeasuraercsl 51 cosepuieHHO
ACHO movyBCTBOBa1a. IIoJ KOBPHKOM, HMAMTE CIOAA
cKopeel

Pyuka pansimie me asuranacs. Maapuumku ormy-
CTHJIH ee M NMocMOTpeau BHH3. CripaBa OT KaMHHA,
oJx KOBPHMKOM, YTO-TO AEHUCTBHTEJIBHO ABUTAIOCh —
B 9TOM He ObLI0 HMKaKuXx coMHeHuit. KoBpuk yxke
He ObIJ IUIOCKMM M DOBHBLIM, 8 KaK-TO OCeJ M TIpO-
BHC KHM3Y.
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— OTO KaMeHb B IONYy ABHHYyJcAl — ckasan
Jl>xyaman JpoyKallyM OT BOJTHEHHMA IOJIOCOM. — Jra
pyYKa yIpaBjfieT PhI4aroM, KOTODHIi NpPHKpeIUieH
K IIPOBOJIOKE. BRICTPEHBKO — MOAHHUMUTE KOBPHK M
OTKHMHBTE Kpaif KoBpa.

Jpoxkaimnumn pykamMu peGATa OTTAILMIHM B CTO-
POHY KOBPMK, OTKMHYJM Kpalff KOBpa M OCTAHOBH-
JIMCh Nepex YeM-TO OYeHb CTPAHHBIM.

Bosbmiaa nuiockags KaMeHHAA IUINTA B IOy
NpOoBATWIACH BHU3 — ee KaKMM-TO o6pa3oM IOTH-
HyJla KHM3y IPOBOJIOKA, NMPHKPEIUIEHHAaA K DydKe,
yTo 6bL1Aa CKpRITA NMO3agm naneau. Ha Tom Mmecre,
rae 6bL1a nauTa, Terneps o6pa’oBanach YepHAA ObI-
pa.

— B Tonsko nogymaiitel — cxasana uienorom
norpaceHHana JHxopmx. — OTO Ke oTBepcTHe, BeAy-
uree K Taltuomy Iyl

— OHo BCe-TaxH, OKa3bIBaeTCA, 3aecsl — mnpo-
naHec J[KyauaH.

— [HaBaiiTe aBuHeMc BHH3! — IpeIJIOMKILI
HuK.

— Her! — 3anporecroBana AHH, COApOrasch
MPH MBICIHM O TOM, YTO HAJO Je3Th B YEPHYIO ABIDY.

JxyauaH nmocBeTus GOHAPDHMKOM B TEMHOE OTBEp-
crne. KaMeHHaa nJuTa mnepeABHMHYJach KHH3Y, &
3aTeM — B CTODOHY. BHH3y MOKHO 6BLIO pasiu-
YUThH JIa3 KaK pa3 Takoro pasmepa, 4Tobsl TaM MOT,
COTHYBLUHKCH, IIOMECTHUTLCA YEJIOBEK.

— A gymalo, YTO TYT HAYHHAETCA TOHHEJIb HJIH
4YTO-TO B 3TOM POAeE, IPOXOAALINI ITOA JOMOM M BhI-
BOAALLMIT HA MOBEPXHOCTb, — Hporosopun J[xyiu-
aH. — M HTepecHO, KyAa e OH BexeT?

— Ham npocTo HeOGXOAUMO 3TO BBIACHHUTH, —
BOCKJHKHYyJa JKOpIK.

— Tonsko He ceituac, — Bospa3una Juk. — Ceii-
yac TeMHO M xojsogHo. MHe BoBce He yianiGaerca
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npoasurateesa no TaliHomy IlyTtu B nosxous. 5 Hu-
4ero He MMeIO IIPOTHUB TOro, YTOGH!I CIIPHITHYTH BHU3
M IOraAjerb, YTO 3TO TaKoe, HO AaBaiite He Gyaem
JO YyTPa XOAUTH HH 10 KAKHM TOHHEJIAM.

— 3asTtpa 3xechk Gymer paborath naxa Keen-
THH, — 3ameTua JkyauaH.

— Ox rosopuia, 4To yTpoM 3aiimMercs pac-
YUCTKOM CHera mnepex napagHbIM, — cKasajia
Hxopaxx. — B 3T0 BpemMa ME Morau OmI mpo-
6pateca B kKaluHer. 3aBTpa cy66ora. YDOKOB,
BO3MOXXHO, He Oyner.

— JlagHo, — cornacunca xynuaH, KOTopoMy
OTYAAHHO XOTEJOCh TYT K€ NMPHUCTYNMUTh K H3BICKA-
HuaMm. — Toasko Bora pagn, aaBaiiTe Bce-TakH Io-
rAAgUMM, JAEMCTBHTENLHO JH TaM, BHH3Y, €CThb
ToHHeab. IIoka YTO HaM He BHAHO HHUYEro, Kpo-
Me AbIphl

— 5 nomory Tebe cnycTuThea, — ckasan k.
OH pan 6pary PykKy, M JKyamaH JIerKo CIPBITHYJ
BHHM3, B YepHOe IIPOCTPAHCTBO, Aepyka Iepex coboii
¢oHapuk. Pebara ycasianu, Kak OH 'POMKO BOCK-
JUKHYJI:

— OTO caMBlifi HACTOALIMN BXOX, BeXYILUHH K
Taitnomy Ilytn! 3mecr TOHHens, HAYIIHME OTCIOAA
nox gomoMm. OH y»KacHO y3KMi, C HH3KHM IIOTOJI-
KOM, HO JICHO BHAHO, YTO 3TO TOHHEeJb. X0TeJOoCh 6b1
MHe 3HaTh, KyAa OH Bezer!

OH no4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO APOKHUT. BHM3y 6bLIO XO-
JIOAHO M CHIPO.

— Ilopaii-Kka pyKy, MK, — IIONpPOCHJ OH.

Bckope oH yake BrIGpasica M3 Jia3a M CHOBA O4y-
THJICA B TeIIOM KabuHere.

et pasoCcTHO M BO3GYKIEHHO INeperasaabIBa-
JIMCh. ITO M B CAMOM Jiesie GLIO IIPUKJIIOYeHHe, Ha-
cTosllee npukiaoyeHue. Kakaa obupa, 4uto ceiruac
HeBO3MOXKHO OBLIO AeiicTBOBaTH Aasbiuel
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— 3aBTpa MBI NONBITAEMCA 3aXBATHTh C COBOl
TumMmn, — ckasana Jxopax. — Bariomkn, a Kak
MBI 3aKpOEM 3TOT BXOA?

— Mul He MOXKEM NPOCTO NPHMKDLITH 3Ty ABIPY
KOBPHKOM M GOJILILIMM KOBPOM, — NOARAKHYJA JIMK. —
He Mo)xeM MBI OCTABHTB M IaHeMbh OTKPLITOM.

— ITonpo6yem, He YAACTCA JH HAM BEPHYTb Ka-
MeHHYI0 IuTy obparHo, — ckKasan Jxyauan. On
NPHUINOAHAJCA HA IBIMTOYKH M CTAJX ILIADMTH PYKO
o BHyTpeHHell cropoHe naHenau. Ilansunl ero Ha-
IIYyNAJH 4YTO-TO BPOJE IUHINEYKH, BAEJAHHON B Ka-
MeHb. OH NMOTAHYNA 3a Hee, M DPydYKa TOTYAC IKE
CKOJIB3HYJIa HA TIpe)KHee MeCTO, IIpDMBEJeHHAA B
ABM)KEHHMe IPOBOJIOKOIl. B TO »Ke MrHoBeHme omy-
CTHBIIAACA BHHU3 IIJIMTA IUIABHO IIOAHAIACH HABEPX,
Ha CBOe NnpexKHee MecTO B noay. IIpu arom pasgancsa
JIMIUB JIETKUI CKPeXeT.

— IIpAMO KOJIAOBCTBO KAKOE-TO, — BOCKJIMK-
Hyn JInk. — Hacroamee xoaxoscTso! Bl TOABKO
nogyMaiiTe: MEXaHH3M TaK OTJIMYHO paboraer, XOTa
MM MHOKECTBO JieT He noan3oBanuchk! I HUKorga He
BHEJ HHYEero MHTepecHee!

B cnanbHe Ha BepxHeM 3TaXKe IOCJABILIAJICS
urym. Jlety Tak B 3aCTHUIHM, NPHCIYLLINBAACH.

— 910 mucrep Ponaux, — npowenrtan Iuk. —
On nac ycaunuana. Ckopee, 6e;xMM HaBepx, IOKA OH
He YCIIeJ CIIyCTHThCA.

JleTH BBIKJIOYHJIHM CBET, THMXO-TUXO OTKDBLIU
aBepb KabHHeTa M KHHYJUCh 6eroM BBepX IIO JIeCT-
HULE, nepeaBurasach 0e33ByYHO, KaK HHAECHILI.
BripoueM, cepaua MX KOJOTWIMCH TAK I'DOMKO, 4TO,
Kas3ajoch, CTYK MX ObIJ CJOBIILIEH BCeM oOMTaTe] AM
ZaoMma.

HeBouku GuaroronyyHo po6pajucs A0 CBoOei
KOMHAaThI, JIMK TOXe ycriel HBIDHYTh B IIOCTENb, &
Bor Jxynuana mucrep Ponawa, Beimemmiuit u3
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CBOeM CNTAJLHH ¢ KAaDMaHHEIM-QOHADHKOM B PyKax,
3acTajs B KOpUaope.

— Tul uto TyT Aenaewusn, lxyauan? — yaus-
JIEHHO CIIPOCHMJI YyYHTelb. —ThI CJOBIIIAT KAKOM-TO
mryM BHuM3y? MHe mokasanoch, OTTyZa OOHOCATCH
KaKHe-TO 3BYKH.

— Jla, A& ycapimiajg JOBOJbHO CHJABHBIM LIyM
BHH3y, — oTBeTna J[)KyJIuaH, HUYYTh He KPHUBA
aywoik. — Ho, Moxer 6BITH, 3TO NPOCTO CHEr
CBAJIMJICA C KpPHIIUK M TPOMKO LIJENHYJCA Ha
sema0, c3p. Kak no-sameMy, MOrjo Taxkoe CJay-
quThcA?

— He 3Halo, — ¢ COMHEHHEM B roJioce OTBETHI
yunteab. — IloiiieM BHH3 M IIOCMOTDHM.

OHHM CITYCTHJIHCh BHM3, HO, pa3yMeeTc, YBHAETh
TaM HHU4Yero He yaaxock. JHxyaunan 6u11 pafg, 4YTO UM
YAAN0Ch 3aABMHYTH NaHEJb U BOABOPUTh KAMEHHYIO
IUTHTY Ha Nnpe)kHee Mmecto. MeHbIlIe BCero eMy xore-
JIOCh JEeJHTHLCA CBOe TaiiHoit ¢ mucrepom Ponau-
JIOM.

IToroM OHHM cHOBA NMOAHAJKUCH HaBepx, U JxKyau-
aH CKpRUICA y ce6s B KOMHATe.

— Bce B nopaake? — menorom crnpocua Juk.

— Hla, — oTreerun emy 6par. — He Hago paaro-
BapuBaTtb. Mucrep Ponang He cniut, 1 A He Xouy,
4TOGEI OH YTO-HHUOYAB 3arI0J03PHI.

Bckope Manpumku norpysuauch B coH. Korma
OHHM MNOYTPY NPOCHYJHMCh, 38 OKHOM Bce Obljio Ge-
AbIM-6esio. CHer TOJICTBIM CJIOEM NOKDLUI BCE BOK-
pyr. Konypy TumoTu gaxxe He 610 BuaHol OqHaKo
BOKDYT Hee BUAHEJMCH CJIeAbl Ha CHery.

¥YBHIEB, KAKMM TOJICTHIM CJIOEM JIG)KUT CHET,
Jlxopaix B3BM3rHya:

— Beauntit Tumornl f noiixy u npusexy ero B
aoM. MHe Bce paBHO, KTO 4YTO CK&XKeT, — s He fi0-
nmyury, 4To0bl €ro HaCMepTh 3aBAaJIMJIO CHeIroOM.
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Ona oapenace M myJeit moHecaach BHU3 IO JIECT-
HUIe. YBsA3aA B CHery, oHa qobpajach A0 KOHYDHI,
HO TUMOTH TaM He OKa3aI0Ch.

¥Ycabimmas rpoMKHii Jsaif, ROHOCHBIIMIfCA H3
KyxHu, J[KODMK B3APOTHYJIA OT HEOXKHIXAHHOCTH.
Kyxapka I[)xoyaHHa mocTydyaaa IaAbLEM IO Ky-
XOHHOMY OKHY.

— Bce B nopaake, — KpPUKHyJa oHa. — S He
MOTJIa BEIHECTH 3TOrO 3pejMIla — IIca, 3aChIIIaHHO-
ro CHeroM, BOT A M BTaluia-ero, 6egHAry, B I0OM.
Bama mMamMa roBOpHT, YTO S MOTY AEpXKATh €ro B
KyXHe, HO YTO Bbl He JOJKHEI CIOfA XOAWUTb M BH-
JAeThCA C HUM.

— Ax, 3ro npocro 3amevareabHO — TuMmMH B
Terle, — pagocTHO BocKAuKHy’aa JDxopmx. Ona
rpoMko KpukHyaa J[)xoyanne: — Boasiuyiee cra-
cubo! Bur no-HacTosiemy Ao6peIil yesoBek!

Jlxxopmx BepHyJach B AIOM M DACCKa3aia O CJay-
YUBILIEMCA OCTanbHBIM peGatam. Te ouens obpamo-
BaJINCh.

— A y MeHA TOXe eCTh IJA BaC HOBOCTb, —

ckasan IIuk. — Mucrep Posana cuiabHO mnpocty-
AWICA M JIEKUT B IOCTEJNH, TAK YTO YPOKOB CEerOXHA
He Gyner. Ypal

— Bor noucTHHe NPUATHAA HOBOCTH — BOCK-
JUKHYyJAa 3amMeTHO noBeceneniuan Jlxxopax. — Tum-
MM B TEIIOK KyXHe, a MUCTep PosaHa NMpUKOBaH K
nocrenu. 51 oueHs, OYeHb AOBOJBHA!

— Teneps, — Bctrasma J[KyauaH, — MBI CMO-
JeM crokoitHo oGcneposath Taituwrit ITytes. Ters
®aHHH GyAeT yTPOM 4YTO-TO JAeJIaTh B KyXHe BMeCTe
¢ I>xoyaHHOM, a aaxAa cobHpaeTcA 3aHATHCA YyOOp-
Koit cHera. I npemsiaraio: aasaiiTe ckaxkeM, 410 Gy-
JleM CAMOCTOATEJHLHO 3aHUMATLCA B NOCTHHOM, a IIo-
TOM, Koraa obGcranoBka Oyaer NMOAXOAAILAS, IIPH-
ctynuMm K uccnegposanuio Tatinoro IlyTu.
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— A nouemy 310 MBI AO/DKHEI 3aHMMATHCA? —
BO3MYILIEHHO npousHecaa JHxopmx.

— Iloromy, aypexa THI 3TAKas, YTO B IIPOTHB-
HOM CJydae HaM IIPDHAETCA IOMOraThb TBOEMY OTILY
ybupats cHer, — orBeTua JKyauaH.

Hrak, K BeIMKOMY yAMBJIEHHIO Aaau, Dxyanau
0OBABWI, YTO AETAM CJAeA0Baj0 Gbl cCAMOCTOATENBHO
3aHATHCA YPOKAMH B M'OCTHMHOIL.

— Hy u70 &, a xymai, 4TO BAM 3aX04YeTcs BbIM-
TH Ha YJIHIY X IIOMOYb MHE PacUMILATH CHET, — CKa-
san asaasa Keeutun. — Ho, moskanyit, BaM aeicTBH-
TEJIbHO JIyYllle TI03aHMMAaThLCA.

HeTn, Kak HacToAlMe NAWHBbKH, YCEJHUCh B IOC-
THHOI, pacKpuIB repex cofoit yyebuuxku. MM GoLio
CHABIIIHO, Kak Mucrep Ponanpx kaunuiser y ce6a B
KOMHATe; CJIBLILIAIN OHH M KaK Terda PaHHH nouwuia
B KYXHIO M 3aroBopuja ¢ J[)KOyaHHOIi; CJellLIaaH,
kKak TumMmu ckpefercsi 0 KYXOHHYIO ABepb, IIOTOM —
KaK €ro Jansl IpOLLUIENaJHd 0 KOPHAOPY, & CJAeA0M
3a 3THM B ABEpb TNOCTMHOM IIPOCYHYJICA GOJBIIOM
J06ONBITHRIA HOC, M Iepe] HUMH nipeacran TumMmu,
C TPeBOroil OTHICKMBAIOIUMII rja3aMH CBOKO JIIOOM-
MYIO XO03AMKY.

— Tummu, — 3aBonmuaa J[KOpAK ¥ OIIPOMETHIO
6pocunack K Hemy. OGXBATHB pyKaMM IIEKO IIiCa,
OHA IIPMIKAIACh K HeMy.

— Tw Bememb ceGA Tak, CJIOBHO rof He BHe-
aack ¢ Tumom, — 3amerun JDHxyauax.

— MHe 310 BpeMsa NOKA3aJI0Ch LIEJIBIM I'OA0M, —
orsetina JDxopmk. — Ilocayiuaitre, Bon MoOit mama
30 Bcex cua Komaer cHer. ITouemy 6b1 Ham He OT-
NpaBUTHLCA B KaGMHeT npaMo ceituac? B namem pac-
nopsxeHun Gyaer JOBOJIBHO MHOIO BPEMEHH.

ITokunys rocTHyio, OHM HanpasWJIMCh B Kabu-
Her. JKyJnaH oueHb CKOPO HAlllell M Hadyaa TAHYTh
PYYKY, CKPBITYIO 3a CeKPeTHOM manHenso. JKopmx
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orGpocusia KOBDHK TIepeA KaMHHOM, 3aBEepHyJa
Kpaif koBpa. KameHHaa rumra ocena BHH3 H CABH-
HyJach B CTOpOHY. Bxox, sexyumit Kk Taitnomy Ily-
TH, GBLT OTKDHIT.

— IMomau! — ckasan I)xynuan. — Bricrpol

OH cnpeIrHyJI B ABIPY, 3a HUM nocaenosan JIuk,
notrom AHH H, HakoHen, J[kopax. J>xyauaH npo-
TOJIKHYJI MX BCE€X B Y3KHii MpPOXoA ¢ HU3KHUM IIOTOJ-
koM. IToToM OH oriAHyJCA Ha3aj M NOAYMAaN: IO-
sanyi, Haao 6Bl NMPHUKDBLITHL OTBEPCTHE KOBPOM H
KaMHHHBLIM KOBPHKOM Ha CJydaii, eciu KTo-HubyAb
3aiiler B KOMHATY M OIMVIAZUTCA BOKpyr. EMy noHa-
JOOHJIOCH HECKOJBKO CEeKYHA, 94TOOBI crenars 310, a
IIOTOM OH CIIDBITHYJI BHHM3 M IPHCOEAWHMIICH K OC-
TaJBLHBIM B TOA3EMHOM npoxoge. HakoHel-TO OHH
Hanpasasaauchk obcaenosats Taliubiit ITyTs!



TJIABA NNATHAIIIATASA
YBAeKaTeAbHOe NMyTemecTBHEe H NOHCKH

TuMOTH CHIPLITHYJ B ALIPY BeJex 3a Ixopmxem,
a Ternepb OH Gexas Brepeau pebAT, HeAOyMeBas, MO-
YyeMy MM 3aXO0TeJIoCh 06C/Ie0BATh TAKOe XOJOTHOe H
TemHoe MecTO. ¥ I xyaunaHa u J[uka 6bL10 1O 3JI€K-
TPHUYECKOMY GOHAPHKY, KOTOpPEIe OTOPACHIBAJIH BIIe-
pen LIMPOKYIO IOJIOCY CBETa.

Onnaxo BugeTh Gu1710 ocoGeHHO Heuero. TaiHBIN
IIyTs, mposeraBlumii 1Mox CTapeiM AOMOM, Gbla y3-
KHM, C HH3KHM IIOTOJIKOM, TaK 4YTO AETAM IIPH-
LIUIOCh TIPOABHMrATBLCA LEIMOYKOM APYr 3a ApYyIom,
npurubasace 4yTh JH He K camoii 3aemse. OHU nouyB-
creoBasM Gosbloe ofjeryeHue, Korga TOHHEIb CTal
HEMHOXKKO IoLIMpe, & IIOTOJOK 4yTh nossbiie. V-
TH BCe BpeMA COTHYBIIMCH GBLIO OYE€Hb YTOMMTEJIb-
HO.

Iuxk cnpocun >xyanaHa:

— Kak T aymaemus, Kyaa semer TaitHblit
IIyts? MeHsa uHTepecyeT, BelleT JU OH B CTODPOHY
MOpSA MJIKM B CTOPOHY OT Hero?

— Hy wner, Tonsko He Kk mopiol — ckasan J[xy-
JIMaH, Y KOTOPOro ObLJIO OTJIMYHOE YYBCTBO OPHEHTA-
. — HacKossKo s MOry CyAUTH, TOHHEIb UIEeT B
HanpasJjieHuy BeiroHa. Ilornsam Ha CTEeHBI — OHH B
HEKOTOPBIX MECTaxX CJOBHO OBbI CJIOMKEHBI H3 Iecua-
HHKAa, a MBI 3HaeM, 4TO Ha BLINOHe IoYBa rnecyaHasn!
Hapgerocs, He ciayuynTca TOro, YTO TOHHENb B KAKOM-
Hubyap mectTe 00BAIHICA.

Ouu npoasuranuch Bce Aajbiue U xanbire. Taii-
Hblil ITyTh GBI OYEHb NMPAMBIM, XOTA MHOI pa3 OH
M Aesial IeTiio, 06XoAs CKAIMCTYIO TIOPOAY.
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— o 4ero ke TeMHO M XOJIOQHO, — IIOXKAJIOBa-
Jacks AHH, exach OT xojaona. — JKajako, 4To A He
Jorajzagackh HajeTh NaabTo. Kak ThI' AyMaelus,
I>xynuaH, CKOJBKO MHJIb MBI Ipourin?

— Jlaxxe oxHOM ele He MNPOLUJH, TJYHBILI-
Ka, — otrsetua xxyauan. — IIpusert! Iloras-
AUTe-Ka Cioaa, IOX0XXe, B 3TOM MeCTe TOHHEeJb
maJsocte ocenl '

IIpocTpaHcTBO Briepeayd OCBeLIAIM IBA APKHX
Jyda ot GOHApUKOB, 4 JeTH YBUAEIH, YTO NecyaHas
KPOBJIA OchInajachk. J>KyauaH rHyJ Kydy IecKka Ho-
roi.

— He 6exa, — ckasax oH. — MBsI TyT mpo-
6beMca Gea Tpyma. He Tak y»>X CHJIBHO OHA M
o0Basuach, fa K TOMY >Xe B OCHOBHOM 3TO BCe-
ro JHUIUb mnecok. S HEMHOXXKO IIOKOJIOYY IO He-
MY HOTOIA.

PebGsaTa mnoronTanuce Ha 3acCBIIQHHOM IIeC-
KOM MeCTe, NONHHAJM ero HOrofi M B CKOPOM
BpeMeHH ycTpaHuau npenarcrsue. Tenepsr cBon
ObIJI y3Ke HACTOJbKO BBICOKMM, YTO XETH MOIJH
nepeJyieaTh yepe3 rpyay Iecka, HaKJOHMB T0JO-
Bbl, 4TOGBI He YAApHMTHLCA O NMOTONOK. [xyamau
nocseTus GOHAPDMKOM M YBHAEJ, YTO NYyTh BIIE-
pean cBoGOneH.

— B arom mecre Taitublit IIyTs oueHs mmpox! —
BADPYT BOCKJIMKHYJI OH ¥ 00BeJ1 MPOCTPAHCTBO BIiepey
ay4yoMm ¢oHApMKA, YTOOBI OCTAJLHBIE MOIVIM B 3TOM

yOenuTLCA.
— OH 6bL1 pacuIupeH, 4ToObnl 06pa30BasIoCh YTO-
TO BpoJe MAaJeHBKOM KOMHATHI, — CKa3ajia

Jxopmx. — CMmorpuTe, B rirybHHe YCTPOEHO KaKoe-
TO CHIAEHbe, BbIOA6GAeHHOe B cKase. HasepHoe, 310
6BLIO MECTO AJIA OTABIXA.

Yersepo ycranbix pefATHILEK, 3aMep3lUNX, HO
B3BOJIHOBAHHBIX, YCEJIMCh HA CTPAHHOH CKaMbe
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BIUIOTHYIO APYr K APY’KKe, BOCIIOJIb30BaBIINCh BO3-
MOXCHOCTBIO AJIA KeJJAHHOrO OTAbIXxa. TMMMH moOJIO-
KU rooBy Ha KoseHo [xkopaxk. OH 6buT cHacTINB
CHOBA GBITH C HeElO.

— Hy uT0 *, nouuH aanbile, — COYCTA He-
CKOJBKO MHHYT BOCKJMKHYJA lxynuan. — 51 Hauu-
HAI0 CHJIbHO Mep3HyTh. XoTesIoCh 6bI MHE 3HATH, T'Ae
3TOT TOHHEJb BBIXOAUT HapyxKy!

Buesanno JI»xopax cripocuJa:

— JIxxyauaH, a Tl He AyMaelllb, YTO BBIXOA M3
HEero MOXKeT HAaXORUThLCA BHYTpHM JAoma Ha ¢depme
Kuppun? ITomuuius, muccuc Canaepc rosopmJia, 4To
CYLUECTBYeT IOTAMHOIl Iepexod, BeAyLUMIl KyAaa-To
ot depmepckoro noma. Hy, Tak mMoxxer ObITh, 3TO OH
caMblif 1 ecTh U Beaet oH B Kuppun-korremx?

— A 3naewrs, J[2xopax, s Aymaio, Tel Ipasa, —
oro3sasca xyauan. — Ila, Beas ob6a soMma MHOro
JleT Ha3aj IIPUHAIJEXAJH Baleil cembel A B cTapu-
HY 4acTO CTPOMJIM IOTaMHbIe IePexXoAbl MEeXAY HO-
MaMH, TaK 4YTO COBEPILLUEHHO SICHO, YTO 3TOT II0A3€eM-
HBII NIyTh COeAMHAET ABA BalIMx aoma. M kax ato
paHbllle He IIPUIILJIO MHE B rojioBy?

— ITocaymaiitel — nucKHys1a AHH TOHEHBKHM

B3BOJITHOBAHHBIM rojiockom. — Ilocnymuaiite, A To-
2Ke XO4y Koe-4To cKa3aTs!

— Yro umeHHO? — XOpPOM BOCKJHMKHYJIH OC-
TaJbHBIE.

— A BOT 4TO: ec/IM Te ABA XYAOXHHUKA 3a-
nonyuyuan OGymaru aaau KsBeHTHHaA, HaMm, Mo-
)KeT OBITh, ymacTca oro6paTh HMX Ipexae, 4em
OHM OTOLJIIOT HMX IO NMOYTE MJH CAMHM KyXa-HH-
6yar oTBe3dyT? — nponuiunaia AHH, HacTOJBKO
3axBayeHHas CBOeil upaeeit, 4TO MpPOCTO 3axJje-
6miBanachy caosamu. — OHu Ha depme Kuppun
OYYTHJHCh B IJIEHY H3-3a CHera, Tak e, KakK
Mbl y ceba B Kuppun-korremxe.
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— AmnH! A Benb THI 10 TOBOPHIIL! — BOCKJIMK-

Hya JxynuaH.
— Ymunual — pobasmn Juxk.
— [HaiitTe 1 MHe cKasaTh, — BCKpHYaia

Jxopmx. — o yero »xke 3To 6e1y0 GBI 3aMeyaTesb-
HO, ecay OBl TOJILKO HaM YJAAJIOCh 3allOJNy4YHTh Ha-
3an Te camblie Gymarul

Tummu 3apasuica OOILIMM BOJHEHHEM H Hadal
OT pajOCTH MOANPHIrMBaTh Ha Mecrte. llereif 4TO-TO
o0paioBajio, 3HAYHUT, ¥ OH GbLI KOBOJIEH!

— Iomnn, — ckasan Jxyauan, Gepa AHH 3a
pPyxKy. — Bce 310 cTpamuHO yBaekaTeabHo. Ecamu
Jxopmx npasa U Taitnueni IlyTe BeIXOOAMT Ha mnO-
BePXHOCTh I'ie-TO BHYTpH aoma Ha ¢epme Kuppun,
MBI KaKMM-HUOyabp o6pa3om npobepeMcA B KOMHATBI
3THX MOCTOAJIBIIEB, OOIIApDUM KX M OThILIEM Gymarul

— A Beap THI N'OBOPHJ, YTO OOBICKMBATBL YyXKHE
KOMHATEI CTHLAHO, — 3ameruia J[xopmx.

— Jla, HO A He 3HAJ TOrja TOro, YTO 3HAIO Te-
nepb, — o0waAcHUA JKyaumaH. — Me1 310 genaem
pagM TBOEro OTIAa, a MOXKeT ObITh, M paaM Halei
CTPaHBbI, €CJIM ero ceKperHasa ¢opMyJa NMpeacTaBiiA-
eT eHHOCTb. MBI npocTo 06A3aHBl HANIpAYL ceidac
BCE CBOM YMCTBEHHEIe CITOCOOHOCTH, YTOObI Nepexur-
PMTBL OMACHBIX BpParos.

— TsI B caMOM fiesie CYMTAEIb UX ONMacHbIMU? —
HCITyTAHHO Cripocna AHH.

— Hywmailo, na, — orserun Ixyauan. — Ho Te-
Ge, AnH, He3ayeM BOJHOBAThCA. Beaws y Tebs ecTh
3alMTHUKY — #, Tuk u Tum.

— 51 ToKe Mory ee 3allIMTHTh, — HEINOAYIOLLE
npousnecaa Jxopmk. — S HUUYTHL He xyxKe J1060-
o MaIBYUIIKH]

— Oro mpaspa, cylmias npaBna, — BCTaBHJI
JAuk. — CobGCcTBEHHO rOBOpSA, THI HEHCTOBee Jo6Goro
M3 MaJBYMKOB, KAKMX S 3HAIO.
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— Ilouwnm kel — HeTepnieanBo nosropma JHKy-
JuaH. — MHe He TepnmHTCA CKopee zodparhcs OO
KOHIIA 3TOro Iepexoja.

Bce cHOBa ABMHYJINCH B NyTh. AHH IILIA CJIEA0M
3a Ixxynuanom, [Iuk — mosagm Dxopmxk, Tummu
TO 3aberas Briepes, TO BO3Bpalllajica o0paTHO, TO M
e I0 BTUCKHUBaACh Mexay HMMH. Ha ero Barusag,
3T0 6GBIZIO HOBOJBHO CTPaHHOE yTpeHHee Bpe-
MANPENPOBOXKAEHHUE.

ITocsne Toro Kax OHM ycrea AOBOJLHO JAJIEKO
npoiTtH, J)KyJ1HaH BHE3aIIHO OCTAHOBMJICH.

— B uem peno? — cnpocua caagn duk. — Ha-
Aeloch, He o4yepeaHoi obBan?

— Her, HO A fyMal0, MBI AOCTHUIJIM KOHIIA Ilepe-
xonal — ckasan oxBauyeHHbIN BO36yxkaeHneM J[xy-
auad. OcrajJbHble IMOAOLIIM K HEMY HAacCTOJbKO
61M3K0, HACKOJBKO 3TO ObLIO BO3MO)KHO. Ilepexoxn,
BHE BCAKOro COMHEHHs, TyT KoHuaicsa. Ilepen uumu
O6blIa CKaJIUCTasg CTeHa, B KOTOPYyI0 ObLIM NPOYHO
BAEJAHBI METAJIHYECKHE CKPeIbl, CJYXXUBIIIHE OII0-
paMH AJA HOr. OTH CKpenbl IILJIM I10 CTeHe HaBepx,
4, Koraa J>KyJuaH HarnpaBuJ KBepxy Jyd ¢oHapsa,
AEeTH YBHUALIM B IIOTOJKE TOHHEJA KBaApPaTHOE OT-
BepCTHe.

— Teneps Ham npuaercA B3GUpPATHCA IO 3TOM
creHe, — cKasaa J[)KyauaH, — IIPOJIe3Th Yepe3 BOH
TO TEMHOE OTBEPCTHE, ABUHYThLCA OTTYAA Aajblile —
M OAMH TOJABLKO Bor 3Haer, rae Mbl OKA)XXeMCA B pe-
syasrare. {1 moitny nmepseiM. Bel Bce auTe 3aeCh, A
BEPHYCh M PACCKa)Xy BaM, YTO YBHJIEJ.

Mansuuk 3axkan cdoHapuk 3ybGamMu, a IOTOM
MOATAHYJICA BBEPX, AepKach 3a cKpensl B creHe. OH
Jle3 BBEpX, CTaBA HOrM HA 3TH MeTaIM4YecKHe CKO-
Obl, U HAKOHEeI[ IIPOTHCHYJCH 4Yepe3 KBaAPATHBINK
4YepHBIii JIa3, BCe BPeMs HalyNbIBaA CKOObI pyKaMu
M HOTaMH.

155



Takum o0pa3oM OH NpPeoAoJIe] NOPAAOYHOe pac-
crosHue. « Bce paBHO Kak 1o ABIMOBOII TpyGe moJ-
3ellIb BBEpX », — IOAYMaJ OH. Bru1o xonoxHo, nax-
- 10 neceHnpl0. Heo:xnaaHHO OH KOOpasICA A0 KaKOord-
TO BBICTYIA M B300pajci Ha Hero. BricBoGoxus
3aKaTBhIN MexXay 3ybaMu GoHapb, OH NOCBETHJ BOK-
pyr ceds.

ITozaamn Hero, c60Ky OT Hero M HajJ ero roJIoBOif
He 6bLIO HHMYEro, KpoMe KaMEHHOH CTeHBI. ¥ HOr
3uAna 4epHas AbIpa, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO OH IIpOJiea.
Joxkyniuan Hanpasua Jy4MK (oHapA NPAMO Iiepex
co0GOM M 3aCThlJ, MOTPACEHHBIN YBUIEHHBIM.

ITepen HUM HMKaKOMH KaMeHHOM cTeHbI He ObLIO,
a 6bl1a GonblIaA AepeBAHHAA ABepPb, CKOJOYEHHAas
u3 TemHoro ayba. Pyuyka Haxoaunace mpuMepHO Ha
BeIicoTe -ero tanuu. poxkaimummu nansuamu Jky-
JIMaH NoBepHyJ ee. YTO-TO OH YBHAMUT 3a ABEpPLIO?

JBeps OTKpBLIBAJIACH HAPYXKY, MOBEpPX BLICTYNA,
M ObLJIO TPYAHO 0GOITH ee, HE CBAMHMBIINCHL OGpaTHO
B amy. Bee ke JKyamaHy yaaaoch IIHPOKO ee pac-
NnaxHyTh, OGOrHYTH, He IIOTEPAB paBHOBECHUA, H
war"yTth Brepen. OH pacCYUTBHIBAJ, YTO OYYTHTCA B
Kaxkoi-uubyar KomHare. OAHAKO BMECTO TOrO €ro
PyKa CHOBA HAIIyNaja BIIepeAH AEPeBAHHYIO IIO-
BepxHocTb. OH moBen BOKpPyr ¢OHapHKOM u ybGe-
AUJICA, YTO CTOMT Mepes 4YeM-TO, HAIIOMHHAIOLIUM
ewie ogHy ABepb. Ilox ero mIapAINMMMH HaJbLAMU
3Ta MOBEPXHOCTh BAPYT CABHHYJACh C MecTa H Oec-
IIIYMHO OT'beXaJjia B CTOPOHY!

Toraa >KyauaH NOHAJN, rae HaxoAUTCA.«Hd B
nnataHoM wKady B qoMe BiaanenanuesB ¢depmel Kup-
PMH, B TOM caMOM 1ukKady, y KOTOporo 3agHAA CTEH-
Ka QansmnBas! — MPOHECJIOCh Y HEro B rojiope. —
Taitubrit IIyTs BBIXOAMT HA MOBEPXHOCTH 3a 3TOM
crenkoii. Kax xutpoymuo! Korma Mel urpaau B
aroM mKady, MBIl ¥ IIOHATHA HE MMEJHU O TOM, YTO
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OH HE TOJHKO MMeEeT NMEepPeABHIKHYIO 3aJHIOI0 CTEH-
Ky, HO 4YTO 3TO U €CTh BXOZHOe oTBepcTHe TaiftHOro
IIyTa, cnpaTaHHOe 3a CTeHKOM 1ukadals

B nanuslil MoMeHT muKad ObLI 3aIlOJIHEH OxEK-
[OM, MNpHHaIexKaBsleil xyaokHuKaMm. JDxynuan
MOCTOAJI M npucaywiaicsa. B KomMHare He ObLIO
CJABILIHO HM 3ByKa. He nonpoGoBaTts Ju emy ObICT-
PEHBKO MOrJafAfeTs KPyroM — BADYT IONAaAyTCHA rae-
Huby s nponasimne 6ymaru?

Ho TyT OH BCIOMHHJ NpPO OCTAJIBLHYIO YEeTBEpPKY,
TepneJuBO OXKUAAKILYIO ero BHM3y Ha xosoge. Ilo-
Kamyil, HaZO CIYCTHTBCA M pacCcKasaTh MM, YTO
npousouwn1o. OHM MOryT Bce IOXHATBLCA CIOZA M IIO-
MOYb B [TOMCKAaX.

OH 1ar”HyJ B NPOCTPAHCTBO IO3aAH NEepeABHIK-
HOM 3aaHell creHKH. J[BMIKyIUAsAcA ABeph CHOBA 3a-
Kpbinack, M J[XKynHaH OCTAJICA CTOATh HAa Y3KOM
BBICTYINE. PAOM ¢ HUM CTOAJIA HACTEXKDb PAClaxHy-
Taa aybosaa asepb. OH He CTaJ TPYAUTHCA ee 3a-
KpeiBaTh. HoraMu OH Haluapmi »Keje3Hele CKOOBI B
OTBEPCTHH, 3UABILEM IOA HHMM, M CTAJX CIYCKATLCA
B HMX, LUEMJAACH 3a METAJIMYECKHUE OIIOPHI PyKaMH
M HOramMu M faep:ka oHaps 3a)KaThIM MeXay 3yba-
MH.

— Ixyanau! Yro THI Tak Aoaro tam nenaan?
CKopee paccKa3bIBaii BCe, YTO BHUAEJ, — KPHUKHYJA,
yBugeB ero, J>xopmk.

— Bce 3TO HEeBepOATHO MHTEPECHO, — CKar
san »xxyaunan. — Ilpocro cBepxuurtepecuno! Ky-
Aa, mo-BalieMy, BeleT Bech 3TOoT mnepexon? B
naataHoi mkad, KOTOPBI CTOMT B JAOMEe HAa
tepme Kuppun, — TOT caMelii, y KOTOpOro 3afHAA
creHKa (Qansmmnsanl

— Bor 3ro nal — BockaukHya I[ux.

— Hwuuero ce6el — npucoexuunnaa CBOM roJoc

I>xopmox.
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— A TH Bomlen B KOMHATY? — cnpocHia
AHH.

— 51 B3oOpascss HACKOJIBLKO MOTr BBICOKO M OYY-
TIJICA nepen Goabiuoil AyGOBOM ABEPHIO, — CKas3al
Ixynanan. — OHa MMeeT pPY4YKY Ha 3TOH CTOpDOHe,
TaK 4YTO A ee pacrnaxHyJ. A NnoToM s yBUAEa nepex
co0oi1 ellle OAHY AEePEeBAHHYIO ABEpb — IIO0 KpaitHeit
Mepe A PelINJI, YTO 3TO ABEPh: A He 3HAJ, YTO 3TO
BCEro JMIIb GanblINBaA 3aJHAA CTEHKa TOIO LIKa-
da. OToaBMHYTE €e B CTOPOHY OKAa3aJIoCh OYEHb JIer-
KO, A LIArHYJ BHYTPb H OYYTHJICA CPEAM LIEJIOrO
BOpOXa OofexAnl, BucAleil B mkady! Toraga a no-
criemina obpaTHO, 4YTOOBI pacckasaTs BaM 000
BCEM.

— Ixynuaul M1 MoxkeM ceifdac Jxe Ha4aTh HC-

Kate Te Oymarum, — BOCKAMKHyaa J[Kopmx, He
CKphIBaA HeTepneHuA. — B KomHaTe ObLI KTO-HH-
6yan?

— MHe He ObLIO CJBIIIHO, €CTh TaM KTO-HUOYAB
niau Her, — orBerua Jxyaunan. — 51 BoT uTo nipex-
Jaraio: JaBaiiTe BCce IIOXHMMEMCA HABEPX U KaK cJje-
Ayer obliapuMm 3TH ABe KOMHATHI. Jlejo B TOM, 4TO
XYAOXKHHKH 3aHHMAIOT M APYTyI0 KOMHATY, PAAOM
¢ Toi, rae crout mwkKad.

— IIpekpacHol — BocKIMKHYJ JIMK, BOOAYILEB-
JIEHHBI NMepCreKTHBOI 3aMeYaTeJbHOro MpPHUKJIIYe-
HUA.

— Tlouwunu ceiryac xe. Tei, Dxynuan, ne3s nep-
BBIM, 3a 1000 — AHH, niorom JDKopmx, a 3a Heit — A.

— A kax Hacyer Tuma? — mnomHTEpecoBanach

Jlxxopmxk.
— Taynenskas, Benb OH JKe He MOXeT Kapab-
KaTbCA BBepX MO creHe, — orBerua J[Kyauan. —

OH NpocTO BOCXMTHTEJNbHEIN Nec, HO Ja3aTh 10 CTe-
He OH He moxkeT, J[xopmx. Ilpugerca ocraBuUTh ero
aaech, BHH3Y.
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— Emy 310 He nonpaBuTCi, — BO3pa3mia

Ixopask.
— Y710 % noaenaells, Beb MEI He MOXKEM IIOX-
HATHL ero Hasepx Ha pyKax, — ckasaa [Iuk. —

Tum, crapuHa, Tel BeAb He OyAelllr HUYEro HMMeTh
NPOTHUB TOrO, YTOOBI OCTATHLCA HEHAMO0JIro 34ech?

Tum 3asmaan xsocrom. Ho Koraa oH yBupedn,
KakK 4eTBepo pefAT TAMHCTBEHHO MCYe3aloT, Kapab-
KasACh BBEpPX II0 CTeHe, OH TYT JKe OIYCTHJ CBOH Iy-
mmcteiit xBoct. Kak! Yxoaar Ge3 Hero? Jla Kak OHH
cmerort!

OH NpBIrHYJI HA CTEHKY H TYT JKe CBAJIMJICA Ha
3emai0. OnATh CKAKHYJ M Hayal cKyJuTh. axopax
cKasaja THXO:

— Tum, munsiit, He uymun! Me1 cKopo Bep-
Hemcsl

Tum nepecran cKyauTb. OH yJierca y NmogHOMKHSA
CTEHBI, [IOCTABMB YIIIH TOPYKOM. OTO NMPUKJIIOYEHHE
CTaHOBMJIOCH Bce Gosee u Gosiee cTpaHHBIMI

B cxkopom BpemeHu aetH A0GpajiMCh OO Y3KOrO
Belctyna. Crapasa ay6oBas ABepb Oblia MO-TIPeXHe-
My pacnaxHyTta. J[>KyauaH nocseTns GOHADHKOM, U
ocTajibHble pebara yBuaean GQajabILUBYIO CTEHKY
mwkada. Kynuan HagaBUI HA Hee PyKaMH, M OHa
GecuyMHO OTBexaja B cTopoHy. M rorma ¢oHapuk
OCBETHJI BUCALIME PALAMH MAJbTO H XaJAThI.

JeTu cTosanu oyeHb THXO, NMpPHCAyluIMBasick. U3
KOMHATh!I He JOHOCHJIOCh HH 3BYKa.

— §I oTkpolo aBepiy mKada ¥ 3araAHY OJHUM
rj1a3koM B KOMHaTy, — mpoiuenran JKyauaH. —
Tonvko Tuxol

ManbyuKk npoBpajica MeXKAy BMCAILMMH Bella-
MH M Halllynaj Hapy»KHyIo ABepuy wmkada. Haiina,
OH cierka ee TOaKHya. OHa NpPUOTKpBLIACh, U B
mKkad NMpoHUK Jyd AHEBHOro csera. OH OCTOPOMKHO
3arJIAHyJ B KOMHaTty. Tam He 6b110 HU AyIIH.
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— Xopomo! Cional — uHIenoroM no3saa OH OC-
TaJbHBIX. — B KOMHaTe HMKOro Herl

Jeru apyr 3a ApyroM mnpoJes3naM 4depe3d Iuxkad B
KoMHaTy. TaM cToANM: LUMPOKAaA XpOBaTh, YMbI-
BaJbHUK, KOMOX, HeGOJBILIOM CTOJ M ABa CTyJa.
Boasine Hunyero. OGLICKATh BCIO KOMHATYy He COCTa-
BHT TpyZa.

Bapyr Il»xopmk ckasaa:

— Ilocaymait, [xkyauaH, MeXay ABYMS KOM-
HaTaMH ecTh ABepb. J[Boe M3 HAC MOryT MOMTH IIO-
HCKaTh TaMm, a ABoe — 3aech. JlBepm, Beayliue Ha
JIECTHUYHYIO TUIOLLAAKY, Mbl MOYKEM 3aIepeThb, YTO-
6bI HUKTO He MOr BOMTH M 3aCTaTh Hac TyT!

— Xopowraa Meicab, — ckadan Jxyauan, 6o-
ABMIKMCA, YTO KTO-HHOYAb MOXKET B JIO0YI0 MHHYTY
BOMTH M 3aCTaTh HX B CAMBIH pasrap NMOHCKOB.

— AHH ¥ A noiizeM B APYTyI0 KOMHATY, a BBI C
JHuKOM MoOKeTe IIOMCKATh 3A4ECh. Jlmc. 3aKpoit
ABEph Ha JIECTHHULY, a A 3aKpOI0 B APYyrod KOMHare.
JBepp Mexxay 00eMMHM KOMHAaTaMM MbI OCTaBMM OT-
KPBITOM, 4TOOBI MOXKHO GBLLJIO LIIEIIOTOM NEeperoBapu-
BaThCA APYr ¢ APYIroM.

ManbuuK M ero ceCTpeHKa HEeCJIBILIHO ITPOCKOJb-
3HYJH B CMEXKHYI0O KOMHATY, O4YeHb MOXOXYI0 Ha
nepByio. Tam Toxe HuUKOro He Oburo. JKynaman
MoAoLIeN K ABEPH, BHIXOAALLEH Ha TUIOLIAAKY JIECT-
HHLBI, ¥ TIOBEPHYJ KJioy B 3amke. OH cablmiai,
Kak UK npogesan To XKe camMoe B COceaHeil KOMHa-
Te. I)xyanaH obGieryeHHO B3ZOXHYyJI. Teneps oHM B
GesomnacHoctul

— AHH, NPUIOAHMMM KOBDHKH M IIOCMOTDH,
HeT JH KaKMX-Hubyap GyMar rnox HUMH, — CKasal
OH. — A Tenepsb NOCMOTPH IO NOAYIUKAMH Ha CH-
JEHBAX Kpeces, CHUMH OAEAJIO M MPOCTLIHM C IIOCTe-
JM U IIOCMOTPH, He CIIPATAHO JH 4ero Nnoj Marpa-
COM.
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AwnH B3saJach 3a pabory, u JKyauaH Toxe IpH-
HscA ucKaTtbh. Havyanx OH ¢ KoMojaa, KOTODBIi, IO
€ro MHEHHUIO, GbLI OYeHb IMOAXOAAILMM MECTOM I
npuUnpATbIBaHuA Bewlei. JleTH IuapuaIn TyT U TaM B
NOMCKaxX nponasuInx Gymar, ¥ pyKH Y HUX ApOXKa-
JY OT BOJIHEHMS.

HNHuTepecHO, rae MoryT GbITh JBOE MYKYHUH, MBIC-
JIeHHO crnpamivBaiau oHM ceba. HasepHoe, BHu3y, B
TeIIoi KyxHe. 34ech, B CNAIbHAX, GbIJIO XOJOLHO,
M UM He 3aXO04YeTCA paccTaBaThCA C TEerOM. BreriiTu
“3 OOMa OHHM He MOIJH, MOTOMY 4YTO BeChb JOMMK
tbepMmbl KuppuH 6b11 3aBajieH BHICOYEHHBIMM CYTpoO-
6amu.

Juk n J[>Kopak MexAy TeM ycepAHO OoObICKHMBa-
JIM COCeAHIO KOMHaTry. OHU 3arjasiHyJM B KasKAbIil
ALIMK, PACIOTPOLUMIM IOCTEJIb, NepeBepHYJIN KOB-
PMK y nocteau u Goapiuoit xkosep. OHM naxke momia-
PMJH PYKaMH B KaMHHHOI TpyGe.

— JIxxynuan! Hamuen yro-unbyas? — crpocua
UK, TUXOHBKO TIIOSABHUBIIMCH B JABEPAX MEXIY
CMEXHBIMM KOMHaTaMH.

— HeT, Huyero, — JOBOJLHO MPA4YHO OTBETH.I
Ixynuan. — Ouu xopowo cnpsaranu 6ymarul Ha-
IeIoCh, YTO OHM He HOCAT MX npu cebe — B Kapma-
Hax MM elue rae-HUOyIb.

JIuk rmocMoTrpes Ha Hero B yxKace. O6 3ToM OH He
noayMadJ.

— 9710 6610 6B IPOCTO YKAacHO! — CKAa3aJ OH.

— Hau obpaTHO M MIUM BCIOAY, TAE TOJBKO
MOXKHO, — pelunTeabHO Bcoayl — npukasan Jxy-
auad. — IloThIKal MOAYIIKH, YTOGK! MPOBEPUTH, HE
3aCyHyJIM U OHM Oymaru B HaBOJIOYKH]

Ann u J[XKyauaH Toxe npoaomxuau noucku. He
OCT&JIOCh NMPAMO-TAKM HHM eAMHOI0 YroJKa, Kyaa Obl
OoHM He 3arnaHyau. OHM Ja)ke mnepeBOpaYHBAIN
KapTHHBI, YTOOBI NMPOBEPUTH, HEe 3ATKHYTHI Ju Oy-
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Mar” 3a Kaxkyo-HuOyap u3 Hux. Ho Huuero Haiitu
He yaajochk. Beulo cTpaiHo o0HIHO.

— Mg&1 He MOXKeM yiiTH, He Halaa Oymaru, — B
oryaaHuHu cKkasan Jxyaman. — 910 GbUIO Takoe Be-
3eHHe, IPOHMKHYTH CIOZa TeM CIIOCOO0M, KAKHMM MbI
HNpOHUKJIH — vyeped TaitHelit Ilyts M npamo B
cnanbHu! MuI nonpocty oGf3aHel HAMTH 3TH CaMble
6ymarmu.

JluK cHOBA MOABHJICA HA IOpPOre.

— 5 casiuy ronocal IIpucayuiaiitecs!

Bce yerBepo HacTopokuauce. la, caslHbl Obl-
JM MycKue ronoca. IIpamo 3a geepamu cnasesl!



TJIABA IIECTHAIIATASA
Pe6siT 06HApPY>KHAH

— Yrto Ham genars? — mpomentana J>Kopmxk.
Bce yeTBepo HA LIBINTOYKAX MEPellJIH B IEPBYI0 KOM-
HATY M CTOSJH DPAABILIKOM, MPHUCIYIUHBAACH K IO-
a0caMm.

— IToxkanyit, Ham Jy4Ille ONATH BOCIOJb30BATh-
e Taitueim IlyTem, — ckasan J[xyanax.

— Ax Her, Beab MBI Xe... — Hauaja ObLIO
Jxcopak, HO TYT 3Ke OHa yCJbIIIasa, KakKk KTO-TO
110BOpaYMBaeT ABEPHYIO pydKy. ToT, KTO cobupasca
BOINTH B KOMHATy, HUKAK HE MOT OTKDBITH ABEDb.
[ locabImanuce cepaAuThIE BOCKJIHIIAHUA, a4 3aTEM Je-
¥ AICHO Pa3JIMYMJIM I0JIOC MHCTEpA YHMJITOHA:

— Tomac! Moo aseps, Kak BUAHO, 3aen0. Tel He
BO3padKaeb, eCJayu s MpoiAy uYepe3d TBOKO CHAIBHIO
1 MOCMOTPIO, YTO CAYYMUJIOCh C MOEH ABEpHOIl pyd-
Kkoin?

— Iloxanyiicra, — oroa3sanca muctep To-
mac. 3a 3THM IIOCJENOBAJM ILIArM B HampasJe-
MUY ABEpHM BTOPOM KOMHATHI, a 3aTeM 3arpeme-
Nn pydyKa JABepHM, KOTOPYIO KTO-TO TPAC M TMBI-
TAJICA TIOBEPHYTh.

— Y710 TaxKoe cTPACIOCh? — BOCKJHMKHYJ MUCTED
YunroH, asBHO norepsaB TeprneHue. — KM 3Ta He OT-
kpoiBaercal Moxer ObITh, ABepH 3anepTbi?

— IToxoxe Ha Tol — cornacunca mucrep Tomac.

Henanoaro HacTynmuao0 MOJYaHHe, a IIOTOM JEeTH
JICHO PpACCABINIANH ITPOM3HECEHHBbIE IOHM)XEHHBIM
1'0JIOCOM CJIOBA:

— He cayuunnocs au udero ¢ 6ymaramu? Y»x He
OXOTHTCA JIX KTO-HUOyAbL 3a HUMM?

0O
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— OHu y 1eba B KOMHATe, He TaK JuU? —
cnpocun mucrep Tomac. M cHoBa HacTynuiaa
naysa. Heru neperasHyiaumcs. 3Ha4yuT, Oymaru
IEeMCTBHUTEJbHO HAXOAATCA Yy 3THX Jlofeit, 6osee
TOro — OHM 3Jech, B KomHarel B Toit camoi
KOMHAarTe, rge oHu, pebGara, ceifuac croar. C ya-
BO€HHBIM BHHMaHHEM OHH OKHHYJH B3rjaaaom
BCe BOKpDyr, Jomasa cebe rososy Hajx TeMm, rie
JKe OHHM eIlle He IOMCKAJH KakK CJeayer.

— BricTpol O6iapeTe ere pa3 Bce KPyroMm, Io-
Ka y Hac eCThb BpeMfA, — ILENOTOM CKOMAaHIOBAJ
Jxyauan. — Toasko He mymuTel

IlepenBuraacr Ha HOCKax, AETH HAYaJIM HOBBIMH
TiiareabHbIit 00bIcK. Kak onu uckanu! PackpreiBa-
JH Aa)Xe KHHTH Ha CTojie — BAPYr Gymaru BJOXKe-
HBI MexJay crpaHuuamu. Ho HaiiTH Tak HH4Yero u
He yAaJIoCh.

— Muccuc Canaepc! — pasgancsa rojoc MUCTepa
Yunrona. — Bel cay4yaiiHO He 3amepau 3TH [Be
KomHaTbeIl? MBI He MOXKeM TyZAa BOMTH.

— DBaTiomku cBATHI, — NOCJBILIAJICA C JIECTHH-
upsl ronoc muccuc Camgepc. — Ceituac npuay mno-
cmorpio. SI-TO yK, KOHEYHO, HHKAKHUX JABepeil He
sanupaial

Pyuku cHOBa cTaJM MOBOPAYMBATH CHAPYXKH, HO
ABEPHM He OTKPBLIBAJMUCH. MYXXUYMHBI HAYAJIH BBIDA-
JKaTh KpalfHee HeTeplieHHe.

— B=I cunTaeTe, 4TO B HAIIMX KOMHATaX KTO-TO
ectb? — cCHnpocun MHUCTEp YWITOH, ofpallasch K
muccuc Canpepc.

Ona paccmessiach.

— Ha 4ro BBI, 3P, KTO MOXeT GbITh B BallIMX
KomHatax? B nmome, kpome mena u mucrepa Can-
Jiepca, HUKOTO HeT, M Bbl He XyKe MeHA IIOHuMaere,
9TO CHApYy>XM HUKTO NMPOHMKHYTH Ciofa He MOr —
BeJb HAaC COBCEM 3aBajnjo CHeroM. 1 mpocTo He mo-
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MMMAal0, B YeM AeJI0 — MOxKeT OhiTh, C ABEPHBIMH
3aMKaMHM 4TO-TO CJYYHJIOCH.

B 3ror mMoMeHT AHH NPHUIIOAHMMAJIA KYBLUMH
BO3Jie YMBIBAJIbHMKA, YTOOBl 3arjJAHYTh IIOA HEro.
OH okasajca TsaXxejee, YeM OHA AyMaJsa, M eil nmpu-
HLJIOCh TYT e MOCTaBUTh ero Ha Mmecto. KyBiuun
I'POMKO CTYKHYJICA O MPaMOp YMBIBATLHHUKA, & BOAA
pacTeKJach 1o Bceil KOMHaTe.

Bce, KTO HaXOAMJICA 3a ABEePbI0O KOMHATHI, YCJIbI-
wann wyM. Mucrep Yunton sa6apabaHnia B ABepb
M HavaJ TPACTH PYYKY.

— Kro Tam? Ceituac ;xe BnyCcTHTe Hac, a TO BaM
e 6yner xyxel Yro BrI TaMm nenaere?

— Hy u aypuma Tel, AHH, — BOCKJIMKHYJ
JIuk. — Ternepb OHM B3JIOMAIOT ABEPH!

HNMeHHO 3TO nBOE MYKYMH H COOHpAIHCH Che-
J1aTh. Hanyra}mme TeéM, 4YTO KTO-TO TAMHCTBEHHBIM
ofpa3oM 3abpajcad K HUM M NbITAETCA HAUTH MOXMH-
uieHHble 6ymMaru, OHM MOTEPAJH BCAKMII DACCyAOK M
HavyaJ U130 BCeX CHJI TOJIKATh ABepPb IJjIe4oM, IbITA-
ACH BLICAAMUTDH ee. J[IBeph moaparmsaja ¥ CKpumesna.

— A Hy-Ka nojserye, 4TO 3TO Bl HaAgyMaaIu? —
Heroaywile KpukHyaa muccuc Cangepc. Ho my»xuu-
Hbl He 00paTHJIM Ha Hee HMKAKOro BHUMaHusg. OHu
BABOEM HABAJIIMJINCH HAa ABEpPb, M Ta 3aTpeliaia.

— Cxopeel Hago yxomutsl — ckasan Hxyau-
aH. — OHH He AOJDKHEI Y3HATh, KAK MBI CIOAA IPO-
HUKJIM, HHa4Ye MBI He CMOXKeM IIPMITH CIOfa Ha Io-
MCKH B apyroit pa3. AnH, [opmxk, Iuk, GeicTpo
saneaaiiTe o6paTHO B mKadl

Jern Gerom KMHyJaHCh K IKady.

— f noitay mepBeIM M NMOMOTY BaM CIYCTHUTh-
ca, — ckasan Jyanan. O BeIGpayicd Ha Y3KMH
BLICTYII M HAllyNaJ HOraMH jKeJie3Hble CKOOBI. 3a-
kaB (poHapMK mno o0bI4al0 B 3y0ax, OH CITYCTHJICH
BHHUS3.
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— AHH, Teneps THI CIIYCKAMCA, — 1103BaJ OH. —
A Tb1, [IUK, MO TPEeTHMM M IOMOrd AHH, €CJIH I10-
HagoburcA. J[;KopaK JiazaeT OTJIMYHO H JIEFKO CITY-
CTUTCA CAMOCTOSATEJNBHO.

AHH crryckanach odyeHb MexineHHo. Ona 6Gvlia
CTPaILIIHO BO30y:KaeHa, AOBOJBHO CHJIBHO HAIlyraHa
u TaKk Gosach ynacTb, YTO €Jie OTBAXKHUBAJIach Ha-
INYNBIBaTh KAXKAYIO CJIEAYIOIIYIO CKOOY.

— JKuBee, AHH, — TMpOLUENTA] €l CBepXy
JMuk. — XyAOKHHKH yKe TMOYTH BRUIOMAJIHN ABephb!

O nBepsr CnaJbHH 4YeM-TO yAapsijM, OHA MOrJja
nojatecA B JO0YyI0 MHHYTY, H TOrZa B KOMHATY
BOpBYTCA Te ABoe. JIMK ouyeHb OOpanoBasICA, KOraa
ouepeab MOJA3TH BHHU3 IO CTeHe Aouuia a0 Hero. Kak
TOJILKO OHM BCe BbIOepyTCA M3 KOMHAaThl, Jl»Kopmx
CMOXKeT 3aKpHITh 0OJbLIYIO AYOOBYIO ABEPb, M OHH
6yayT B 6e30MacHOCTH.

JxopaK cnpsaTazach MeXAy NajabTO, BHCEBLIH-
MH B IKady, M Kaajma, KOrga HacTaHeT ee 4yepen
cnyckarbsca. IIoka oHa TaM cTosana, TIIETHO Iepedu-
pas B yMe BepOATHbIE IIOTAaMHBIE MECTeYKH, TIhe
MOXHO OBLIIO crIpATaTh GymMaru, ee pyKH Hallynajau
B KapMase OJHKaIIero najbsTo YTO-TO 3allIypIilas-
miee npu npukocHoseHuu. IlanpTO mnpeacrasiasio
coGoit MmakuHTOLI ¢ GonbiuMMHK Kapmanamu. Cepaue
Yy AeBOYKH €KHyJO. A 4uTO, ecqin GymMaru oCcTaBJIEHBI
B KapMaHe MNalbTO, KOTOpoe OblJIO Ha MYXXYHHe,
NoJy4yMBILIEM HX HU3 PyK Mucrepa Poananpma? 9rto
OBbILI0O eIUHCTBEHHOE MEeCTO, KOTOpoe JAeTH He OObI-
CKaJIu, — KapMaHel NaJbTO, BHCAIIMX B LIKady!
JpoxkaluuMM aJdbLUaMH JEeBOYKA TIIOLIApUIa B
KapMaHe, OTKyJa 0 Hee JOHeCCA Iuypulaiui 3ByK.
Ona m3BaekJa nauky 6ymar. B mkagy 65110 TeMHO,
TaK 4YTO HEBO3MOXKHO ObLIO yOeaAuThCA, Te JU 31O Oy-
MarM, 3a KOTOPLIMH OHH OXOTATCH, MJIM HET, HO Kak
CUJIBHO el XoTesoch, 4TOGBI GyMaru OKas3aJucCh Te
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campie! OHa 3acyHyJa HX CIepeAH IOA CBOIO GyT-
00Ky, TaK Kak y Hee He Obli10 GOJIBILIOr0 KapMaHa,
u wenoroM crpocuaa Juka:

— Mory s HayaTs cnycKaTbsca?

Tpax! [IBeps €O CTPAaIIHBEIM LIIYMOM BHIBAJIMJIACH
BIYTDb KOMHATBbI, ¥ JIBO€ MY>KYMH TOT4YaC 2Ke BOD-
sanch K cebe. OHu ormaHyauck Bokpyr. Ilycrol Ho
YMBIBAJIBHUK M I0J ObLUIHM 3aJIMTHI BOAOI. SHAYMT,
KTO-TO HaBEPHAKA I'Ae-TO 3aTaWJICH.

— Ilocmorpu B nataHoM mkady, — NoCOBETO-
sa1 mucrep Tomac.

J>XopasKk BBICBOGOAMJIACH M3 TpPyAbl ONEXKA H
11ariyJja Ha y3KHil BBICTYN IIO3aZH TOrO MeCTa, rae
00LIYHO TOMelasach (aabIIUBasg 3agHAA CTEHKa
mkada. Ota CTeHKa Bce ewle Oblja CABUHYTA B CTO-
pony. JleBouka Ha HECKOJIBKO IIIAroB CIYCTHMJIACh
LIM3 Yepe3d JIa3 M 3aKpeLIa AyGOBYIO ABEPb, HAXOAA-
1IlYIO0CA Telephb y Hee HAJ NoJIOBOi. Y Hee He XBaTH-
JIO CMJIBI 3aKPBITH €€ IMJIOTHO, HO OHAa HajeAaAjach,
“'TO Ternepsb el HUYTO He IPO3UT.

My>4HHBI IOAOLLLIM K IUKady M cTaau nepedu-
pATL BUCAILME BelllM — He NpAYETCA JHU KTO-HHU-
Oyab Mexay HUMH. Bapyr mucrep YWITOH IDOMKO
$SOBOTTHIIL:

— Bymaru ucyesnu! Ouu GeLIM B KapMaHe, HO
TAM M Cjega OT HMX He ocranock. Ckopee, Tomac,
1eo0X0AMMO HAMTH BOpa M BepHYTH Oymarul

MyX4YHUHBI HEe 3aMETHJIH, YTO 33AHAA CTEHKA
mkada yxoaur Bray6r OGoabiue, 4yemM OOBIYHO.
YGeauBIUUCh, 4YTO B IIKady HHKOro HeET, OHH
OTOLIJIM OT HEero M Havajld UIapUTh IO BCel
KOMHAarTe.

K asromy Bpemenu Bce aeru, Kpome J>Kopmx,
y)Ke HAaXOAUJIMUCh HA JHE BXOAHOIO OTBEPCTHUA, TO
oerp Ha TaitHom IlyTtH, M ¢ HeTepneHHeM »Xaajw,
Koraa K HuUM cnycrurca JPxopmxk.
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— Beausra, HaBepHOe, TAK TOPONHJIACH, YTO 3a-
LIeNMNUJIACh YeM-TO 3a OAHY M3 CKOO M Temeps eif mpu-
XOAUTCA CTOATH B OYEHb OIACHOM 1o3e M nmpofoBaTh
OTLIENTUTHCA.

— Ilorapannusaiica, xopmx, Bora pazul —
npousHec J>KynauaH.

TumotH npeiraix Ha cteHy. OH YyBCTBOB&J CTpax
M BOJHEHHE OXXHJAABILIUX €ro XO3AMKYy mereit M GbLI
KpaitHe oropyeH. EMy HykHa 6bL1a xopmx. IToue-
My OHa He mier? 3ayeM OCTajIach TaM, HaBepXy, B
aToit yepHoit Abipe? TUM TpEBOXKHIICH 3a Hee.

OH OTKMHYJ Ha3aj I'oJIOBY M HCITYCTHJI TAaKOM
rPOMKHII ¥ rOPEeCTHBII BOIIB, YTO JETH TaK M IIOX-
MPBITHYJIH.

— Monuats, Tum! — kpukuya Jxyauas.

Tum cHOBa 3aBBLI, M 3TOT AMKHII 3BYK OTO3BAJI-
CA CO BCeX CTOPOH KAKHM-TO CTPAHHBIM 3XOM. AHH
NpHLLJIA B y»Kac U Hayaja Iuiakatrb. THMOTH 3aBEI-
BaJ cHoBa U cHoBa. Koraa oH HayMHAa A BBITH, OCTA-
HOBHTB ero 610 TPYAHO.

JIroau, HAXOAMBILMNECS HABEPXY, B CIAJbHE, YC-
JBIILIAJIH 3TOT HEOOBIYHEIN 3BYK H, INOpaKeHHEIe,
3aCThLIM HAa MECTe.

— 9710 ewe 4YTO TaKoe? — CIIPOCHJ OOMH.

— Iloxoxe, uTO rae-To B camoif riryOMHe 3eMJIu
BOeT cobaKa, — OTKJHKHYJICA APYTOii.

— Crpannol — 3amermsn MHCTEp YWITOH. —
BrnieyatsieHMe Taxkoe, 4TO 3BYK HMIET OTKYAA-TO CO
cropoHb! 11Kada.

On nogouren K mwkady u orsopua asepuy. TUMm
BRIGDATT MMEHHO 3TOT MOMEHT, 4YTOOBI MCITYCTHTH
0CO0eHHO CKOpOHBI# BOMIb, U MHCTED YMWJITOH CO-
aporuyacsa. OH 3aje3 B mukad ¥ HaYaa WIApUTH Py-
Koii B rayOuHe. JlyGoBaAa aBepb, 3aMeHABILAA Te-
neps 3aAHIOID CTEHKY, IIOAAJACH IIOA €ro PyKoil, u
OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OHA OTKPbLIACh.
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Tomac! 3aech 4TO-TO OYEeHb CTpPaHHOE, — IIO-
iUl IIPHATENA MUcTep YHaTOH. — Hecu cioga moit
(ponapr — OH Ha CTOJIE.

TuM cHOBaA B3BBLI, X €r0 IojioC BHI3BAJ Y MHUCTe-
pn Tomaca aposs. TUM yMes BEITH KaK-TO OCOOEHHO
anosere. 9X0 JOHECJO ero rojioc yepe3 OTBEPCTHE B
Hepexoae HaBepx M gajiee — B ILIATAHOM mkad.

Mucrep Tomac Boopyxkuaca ¢onapukom. Myx-
“MHbl HABEJH €ro Ha 3aJHIOI c'rel-my mxmba bi
WCKPMKHYJIM OT YAWBJICHUA.

— Tu cmotpul Ia 3mecs kakaa-to asepsl Kyzna
ona seger?

Muccuc Caupgepc, HabaoaaBIas 3a IMPOMCXOAS-
11MM, C YAUBJEHHEM H HEeroJOBaHMEM, TAK KaK OHa
He MOIJIa He PacCepAMTHCA Ha TO, YTO B €e JOME BhI-
JIOMaJI ABepb, noaouina K mkady.

— Hy u nenal — BockaMKHysa oHa. — 1 3Hana,
wro B 3ToM 1mKady mmeercA danslIMBag 3agHAA
('CHKA, HO YTO 3a Hell eCTh elle OAHA XBEPb — A M
HOHATHA He uMeJal 3TO HaBEPHAKA BXOJ, BeAYLIMIA
k IToraitHomy IlyTH, KOTOPBIM JIOAM IOJB3OBAIHCH
I CTAPUHY.

— Kyna o Bener? — OTPBIBUCTO CIIPOCHJI MHC-

Tep YUATOH.

— Kro x ero suaerl — orseruna muccuc Cau-
acpc. — MeHsa Takue Belu HHKOrja OCOGEHHO He
HiTepecoBaIn.

— Ilomnu, Tomac, HaM HaZO0 CHOYCTUTLCA
Min3, — CKasajax MUCTep YHWJITOH, HAIPaBAAS Jyd

(oHapuKa B KBaApaTHYIO 4YepHyI0 abipy. OH 3ame-
THJ MeTaJUINYEeCKHe OINOophbI AJIA HOI', BAEJAHHbLIE B
KaMeHb. — Bop ymen umenHo cioxa. OH He ycnen
yiitn gameko. Mel asuHeMcA caexom 3a HuM. Ham
11POCTO HEOOXOAMMO BEepHYTH Te Gymarul

Bckope oba xyRo:xkHHKA nepeOpajiuch yepes ya3-
Kitil BBICTYN M ABMHYJHUCH BHH3, B Y3KYIO I'ODJIOBH-
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HY, HALIyNbIBaA HOraMHM META/UIMYEeCKHe OIOpbI.
OHN cnyckaauch Bce HMIKE M HIIKE, MBICJIEHHO
cnpaiunBaa cebsa, rae e OHM OKaXXYTCA B KOHIE
KoHuoB. Ilog HuMu Bce GbL10 THXO. Bop ABHO yinen!

. JTOopaK HAKOHEL-TO yA&JIOCh CIIYCTHUTBhCA. THM
OT PafOoCTH YyTh He cOua ee ¢ Hor. OHa nonoxuna
€My Ha roJIOBY DYKY.

— Ax TbI, AYpPEHb THI MO, — CKasaja JeBO4Y-
Ka. — Tsl, HaBepHOe, BuIAaa Hawuy Taiiny! Ixyau-

MOTOPONHUMCS, HAM HAA0 HATH, IIOTOMY 4YTO 4Ye-
pe3 MHWHYTY-ADPYrylO0 3TH JIOAW HamagyT Ha Hau
caexn. Beap oHn HaBepHsaKa ycasiiuany sou Tumal

— ITowun, Aux, — ckasan xyauaH, Gepa ge-
BOYKY 3a pyKy. — TelOe npuaercs 6exxaTs KaK MOMK-
HO ObicTpee. llaBsair, masait, noxkuseel J{uk, ocra-
Baiica ¢ [ opmx.

YeTBepo peGAT TOPONJIMBO ABHHYJINCH 110 TEMHO-
My y3koMmy nepexoay. Kakoit AIMHHBIA NyTh UM
NPeACTOAJIO ITPEOOJIeTh, IOKA OHM x0bepyTcs KO AO-
mal Ecau GbI TOJBKO mepexox He TAHYJCA Ha Taxoe
orpomHoe paccrosnue! PeGAaTa cnemuuau, CoThIKa-
ACh HA XOA4Y, M KAXKIAbIA OLIYILAJ, KAK TAMXEJI0 KO-
JIOTUTCA CEepALE.

JkynuaH Bce BpeMA OCBelllaJl MyTh BIEpeaH, a
Jux Hanpasaaa Jgy4d csoero ¢oHapa Haszax. Ilomyse-
Is1, noiyHeca Ha cebe AuH, Dxynuan TpOABUTANICA
BriepeA. Bapyr oHM yCiblluany 3a CIMHON KPHUK:

— ITocmorpu-kal Briepeau Buzen cser. 3to Bop!
ITournu, mel ero ckopo cxsatTuml



I'JIABA CEMHAIITATASA
MoaopunHa Tum!

— BricTpee marait, AHH, Hy Ke, OuicTpee] —
KpuKkHya (UK, mequIuii npaMo 3a Helo.

Ho Geausxke AHH 6bLIO OY4EHb TPYAHO UATH GbI-
crpo. J[)KynuaH TAHYJN ee 3a pyKy, JIuK moaranku-
BaJ B CNIHHY, M BCe-TAKM OHA JOBAa HJM TpH pasa
yyTh He ynana. OHa TAMeNOo AbIlLAna, M el Kasa-
JIOCh, YTO I'PYAb BOT-BOT PA30pBETCH.

— JTaitTe MHe NepeaOXHYTb] — 3aALIXAIOLLIUMCH
rosiocom moauaa oHa. Ho orasixars 6bL10 Hekoraa:
3a HumMHu rHaaucel ety nmoaouLm K TOMY OTpe3Ky
TOHHEJA, KOTOPBI GBI HEMHOXKKO INPOCTOPHEEe M
rae CTOAJIA KAMEHHAA CKaMbA. AHH C TOCKOIl Ha Hee
nocMorpeJia: 6e3yMHO XOTeJIOCh XOTh YYTOYKY I1OCH -
zets. Ho MalbuYMKH HEyMOJHMMO TBEDAWJIH: CKOpee,
cKopee!

BHesanHO AeBYyIIKA CIIOTKHYJAch O KaMeHb M
TAXKEJIO PYXHYJIa Ha3eMb, YyTh He YPOHUB u Jxy-
auana. OHa mnoneITanack BCTATh, HO He CMOIJIA M
paspasuiachk cje3aMi.

— ¥ mens y»xkacHo 6oaut Horal 5 ee BHIBUXHY-
nal Oit, ixyauan, MHe GOJILHO HA Hee HACTYNAaTh, A
He Mory uatul

— Yrto nogenarts, aoporyuia, tefe Bce-TaKu
npugercA uaTH, — ckasan JHxynauan. OH oyeHs co-
YYBCTBOBAJ CECTPEHKe, HO TMOHHMAJ, YTO HAXO IpO-
ABHATH TBEPAOCTh, HE TO BCeX MX mnoiimaior. — I[Bu-
ralica GeICTpee, KAK TOJBKO MOXKEILb.

Ho Aun yxe He morna uarn 6eicrpo. OHa ruia-
Kana or 6o B HOre M KOBBIJIAJA TAK MEIJIEHHO,
410 J[UK 4YyTh He yraji, HATOJKHYBIIIHMCH Ha ee CITH-
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Hy. OH Opocus B3riasjg Ha3aA M yBHAeJa npubiamka-
omuiica ceer GOHAPDHKOB JBOMX IpeciexoBaTeJieil.
Yro ke uM penarn?

J>xopmk BApYr ckasaja:

— 51 ocranycs 3geck ¢ TUMOM M 3anepiKy HX.
Hux, Bor 6ymaru, Bo3bMH uX. S gymalo, aTo Te ca-
Mble OymMaru, KOTOpDhIe HaM HYXXHbI, HO He MOry
6bITH yBepeHa, NoOKa MBI He Pa3IVIAAHM HX KakK CJe-
ayer npu ceetre. 1 ofHapyKmia UX B KapMaHe OA-
HOIO M3 NaJbTO, BUCEBIIKX B IIKady.

— Bor 3To gal — yansiaeHHO BOCKIMKHYJ JTuk.
OHn B3aa nauxky Gymar M 3aCyHyJ MX IO CBOIO GyT-
GONMKY TOYHO TaK, KaK DPaHbIIIe TO e caMoe mpoje-
aana xopmxk. Bymarn 6puin caniukoM GoJbIoro
dopmara, 4yTOGBI TOMECTUTLECA B GDIOYHOM KapMaHe., —
Jxopmk, A ocTaHych ¢ TOOOI, a OCTALHbIe ABOE ITYCTh
UAYT AaJIbllIe.

— Her. A xouy, urobul 6ymaru 6bLIH JOCTaBJIE-
Hbl B Ge3omacHoe MecTo — BeAb 3TO, BO3MOXKHO, Gy-
Maru Moero otua, — Bodpasuaa JDxopmx. — Hau,
Huk! S tyr ¢ TumMoM, TaKk YTO HHYEro CO MHOM He
cayyurca. S ocTtaHych Ha TOM MecCTe, rae TOHHENIb
cBOpauYMBaeT, 06xoas CKanaucThlil yyacTok. A Tum
OyZeT JaATh KaK CyMacILIeALIIMA.

— A ur0, ecau y 3THX Jiofeit npu cebe peBOJIb-
Bepel? — 3acomHeBanca uk. — OHH MoryT ero
IIPUCTPEJHUTD.

— CriopuM, HeT y HUX HUKAKHX PEBOJIbBEPOB, —
orsetina xopmxk. — HMan xe, Iuk! Otu moau no-
JOLLIH K HaM BILUIOTHYI0. BUAMIIL — BOH CBeT OT
nx poHapuka.

JuK 3acmemius BAONOHKY 3a KOBBIIAIOLLIEH
AnH. OH pacckasan J[)KyaumaHy O NpeAJIOMKEeHHH
Hoxopmox.

— Monogen; Dxxopmxl — ckasan IDxyaunan. —
OHa npocTo Yy#o — HUYeromeHbKH He Gourcsal Eii,
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KOHEYHO, YA4aCTCA CAEPIKUBATH 3TMX ABOMX, TNOKA A
He AO0CTaBJIIO AOMOIl GeAHMKKY AHH.

JlxxopmK cropATanack 3a CKaJIMCTRIM YYacTKOM
creHnl. lep:xka Tuma 3a omedHHUK, OHA JKaaja.

— Hy-ka, Tum, nogaift rosoc, — ILIEMHYyJa
Jxopmk. — Jlait kak MoxxkHO rpomue. Hy-kal

Jo atoro momenTa THMOTH pBIYAJI, HO IO KO-
maHzge JDKOpM)K OH DAasHMHYJ CBOI0O TDOMAAHYIO
nacts U 3anuiaca gaem. Kax on jaanal Y Hero 6uLn
PeAKOCTHOM CHJIBI NOJIOC, M 3BYKH €ro JiaA 3XO0 pa3-
HOCHJIO II0 BCEMY TE€MHOMY H Y3KOMY TOHHEJIO,
MHOTOKPATHO €ro yCHJIMBas.

ToponuBLIMeCA MYXXYHMHBI, KOTOpble ObLIHM yXKe
coBceM GJIM3KO OT CKAJIMCTOIO yYaCTKA TOHHeJA, OC-
TAHOBWIKCh.

— Ecnu BBI TOJIBKO CBepHeTe 3eCh, — Mpeaymn-
penusa nx Kpukom J[Kopmx, — # crnyimuy Ha Bac
Mo10 cobaky!

— Jla 3aro Kakoii-To peGeHOK KpuunT, — obpa-
TIWICA OAMH MNpecjefoBaTe]b K Apyromy. — Bcero
aub pebenok! ITorwnu!

THMOTH CHOBA 318U M CTAJT HATATHBATHL CBOM
ometHuK. EMy crpacTHO Xorejsoch gofpaTbca IO
arux mopaeit. JIydu or ux GoHapMKa OCBEeTHJ IIpO-
CTPAHCTBO 3a M3ruboM ToHHenn. JHKOpIK OTIYCTH-
na Tuma, 1 orpoMHBIif ec pagOCTHO 3aIPLIraya BO3-
Jie MOBOpPOTA, MOTOBSACH BCTPETHUTH CBOMX BPAroB.

BHeszannHO OHM yBHAEIM €ro IIPH CBeTe CBOEro
tdonapuxka. 3penuiue OhlIO MOKMCTHHE YCTpALUAIO-
uiee! Ilpexxae Bcero oKasajaoch, YTO 3TO OrPOMHEINL
nec, u ceifuac, Korga ero pasoa3juiaH, BCA LIEPCTh Y
Hero Ha 3arpMBKe B3AbIGHJIACH, OTYEro OH Kajaics
eure rpomagHee. OckaneHHbIe 3y6hI 1ICa TAK U CBep-
K&JIH B Jy4Ye CBeTa.

MyxunHaM OYeHb He MOHPABWJIOCH TO, YTO OHH
YBHAEIH.
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— Ecau BBl npu6Gau3uTeCh XOTh HA LIAr, S Ha-
nymy Ha Bac cobaky! — Kpuknyaa Jlxxopmxk. — Ty-
6o, Tum, Ty6o! OcraBaiica Ha MecTe, II0OKA S He OT-
aM KOMaHJAY.

Ilec croan B Jayde cBera M rpoMKo peryas. Ha
BHJ 310 GBI KpaiiHe cBUpenslii 3Bepb. My»X4YMHBI
HepelnTeJBLHO IMOrJAAALIBAINM Ha Hero. Haxownerr
OAMH M3 HHMX CAejaJ wuar Bnepexa, u J[Kopmk 3to
yeasnuana. OHa TyT ke ckomaugosana Tumy:

— Ary ero, TumMm, ary erol

TUM MOANIPLITHYJ M LIAITHYJ MY>KYMHY 3a I'OpJIO.
3aCTHrHYTHIH BpAacILIOX, TOT YHaJ, THMKEJO0 I'poX-
HyBIIKMCH O 3emuo. OH M30 BCeX CHJI MBITAJICA OT-
6uTnsca or nca. Ero HanapHuk eMy nomorai.

— Or30oBHu cBOIO COGAKy MM MBI ee H3yBeyum! —
3a0paJI BTOPOil Ipecsiel0BaTe b,

— Ckxopee oH Bac wusyseuut! — 3aaBuUiIa
Jl>xopaxk, BEIXOAA M3-3a cKajabl. OHA ABHO HACIAXK-
Janach NMPEeACTABUBILUMUMCS 3peJIUILEeM.

— Tuwm, ornycrul

TuMm OTOILIESI OT YeJIOBEKa, KOTOPOro OH Tepaas,
M IIOCMOTpeJ Ha XO3AHKYy, KakK Oul rosopsa: a
NOJIy4HMJI TaKoe yaoBoJancTBHe! 3aueM THI BCe HC-
nopruaa?

— Kro THI? — crnipocusa My)YMHA, JIeKABIIIHIA
Ha 3emJe.

— Hu Ha oauH BalI BOIIPOC A He OTBE4y, — OT-
xkiaukHynack J[xopmx. — Bosspaimaititece Ha dep-
my Kuppun — BoT Bam Moii coBet. Eciin BBI mocme-
eTe ABHHYTBLCA I10 3TOMY TOHHEJIO, i CHOBA HATDAB-
JII0O Ha Bac MOIO cofaKy, ¥ B CJIeAYIOLIMIA pa3 BaM OT
Hero JOCTAHETCA IOCHJBHee.

My>XKuyHMHBI NOBEpPHYJHMCh M JABMHYJHCh HAa3ax
TOM JKe AOoporoil, Kakoi npuuuiu. Hu oquH M3 HuUX
He MCHBLITHIBAJ eJaHUS BHOBb BCTPETHTHCA JHIIOM
K jguny ¢ Tumom. JDxopmx mogokaana, roka Jyd
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ux doHapuKa He MCYe3 U3 BUAY, & MOTOM HAKJOHU-
Jach ¥ JIaCKOBO norpenaia Tumornu.

— Xopowuwuii, xoporwuuit nec! — ckasaja oHa. —
A mobmo Tebsa, moporoit Mot TuM, U THI Ja'Kke He
npeacraBisfelb, KaKk g Toboi ropxycs! ITomwnm, Te-
nepb MbI GBHICTPEHBKO MOIAEM BCJEX 38 OCTAJBHLI-
mu. HasepHoe, 3THM ABOe CTAHYT CErofHA BEeYepOM
obcaenoBaThr TOHHeNnb. Kaxkoit ke yaap ux Jkzer,
KOrga OHM y3HAIOT, KyJa OH BeAeT, H YBHAAT, KTO
ux xaerl

Jlxxopmx mnpouuia OCTAAbHYIO YacTh AJHMHHOIO
nepexonaa OwvicTpeiM miaromM. Tum Gexan pagoM c
Heil. Y Hee Obln KapmaHHblit doHapuk J[MKa, U eit
He IOHaNoGMIOCHE MHOIO BpeMeHH, 4YTo0bI HarHaTh
ocTanbHBIX. TsaAXKeN0 mnepeBoas AyX OT OwICTpOit
xoas6bl, OHA paccKa3ajia MM O MPOMCIUeAlleM, U Aa-
e GegHAXKKA AHH pPafoOCTHO NPHIIEIKHYJA A3bI-
KOM, KOrja ycJaslana, Kak TUM LWIBEIpHYJ Ha moJ
MHCTepa Y WITOHA.

— Hy, Bor u gouumn, — ckasan I>xyanas.

OHH JOCTHIIM KOHLIA TOHHEJA NOJ OTBEPCTHEM B
noay kabuHera.

— Bor 1e Ha — 410 3107

B orBepcTy GBI BUAEGH APDKHIA CBET; KAMMHHEBIH
KOBDHK M GoJablloit Kosep, KoTopeiMu JKyauan
TaK TILIATEJIBHO NPHUKPHUI ALIDY, 6BLIH Tenepp CHO-
Ba OTKMHYTHI. JleTM yAUBJIEHHO CMOTpeJH BBEpPX.
Boane orsepctsa croanu aAsaas KBeHTMH uM Tera
®anuu. Korna oHM yBHAEJHM BBIMVIAALIBAIOLINE H3-
noA mnona Juua jereil, OHH TaK YAUBHIMCH, YTO
4YyTh CAMH He CBAJWINCH B ABLIPY!

— xyaunaun! Aun! Yo Bel TaM faesaere BHU3Y?
Yyneca, n1a ¥ ToabKol — BCKpHYaa aaaa KeseHTHH.
OH mozan KaxaoMy u3 peGAT PyKy, M BCEe YeTBepO
naereit, conposokaaemele THMOTH, HAKOHEL-TO OKa-
3ajuch B KabuMHere M IOYYBCTBOBaJIH cefa B Ges-
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ormacHocTH. J[0 Yero npUsATHO BHOBB OLIYLUATH TeIl-
s0l OHH NoAOLLIM K KAMHMHY Tak GJIM3KO, KaK TOJb-
KO MOXKHO GbLIO.

— JHTeru, 4TO BCe 3TO O3HA4YaeT? — CIIPOCHJIA Te-
T @anun. JInno y Hee 6u1y10 Gi1eAHOE, BCTPEBOMKEH-
Hoe.

— § Bomwna B KabuHeT, 4TOOB! CMAXHYTh KOe-
rae neUIb, M, KOrAa HACTYIIMJIA Ha 3TOT Kpail KOB-
pMKa, MHe TOKAa3aJIoCh, YTO OH TOAO MHOM rpoBa-
ausaerca. Koraa A ero orraummiaa B OTKHHYJIA KO-
Bep, A YBUJEJA 3Ty ABIPDY, H KPOMe TOro — ALIPY B
na”enu. A mocjie 3Toro A ofHapy»Kuia, 4TO BCE BEI
ucuesnu. 1 Tyr ke nouwna 3a gazgeit. Tak uro ke
BCE-TAKH CHYYMJIOCHh U KyAA BeJeT 310 orBepcTue?

JuK BeITAIIMJ MaykKy OyMar M Iepean HX
Hxopmk. OHa B3Aa M BPy4YHJIa CBOEMY OTILY.

— 9T0 Te camble JIUCTHI, YTO Npornaau? — crpo-
CHJIA OHA.

Orer; Ha6pPOCHJICA HA 3TH CTPAHMYKH TakK, CJIOB-
HO OHM GBLIHM M3 YHCTOrO 3o0Jsiora. J{JIa Hero OHM GBI-
JI1 B COTHHM DPa3 JOpOKe.

— Hal dal — Bckpuyaa OH. — IJTO Te caMhle
crpaHunkl, Bce Tpu TyT! Crasa Bory, uro oHM Ha-
uncs. S norpaTun Tpu roga, 4Tobel oriuaudoBaTh
MBICJIM, KOTOpble HA HMX H3JIOKEHBI: 3eCh — CYTh
Moeit cekpeTHOIT dopmyanl. J[KOpmK, rae Thl X AO-
crana?

— O, 370 OYeHb AIMHHAA UCTOPHUA, — OTBETHJIA
Hoxopmx. — JKynanaH, pacCKaXXu-Ka Tel 060 BceM,
A TyBCTBYIO cebA CIMIIKOM yCTAJOM.

J>xynuaH Hayasn paccKasslBaTh, Kak GLLIO Aeno,
He OonmycKasa HU Maseitiueit moapoGuocTu. Pacckasan
o ToMm, kak Jlxopmx 3acrana mucrepa Posnanpa,
4YTO-TO MCKABIUEro B KafuHeTe, KAK OHA INPOHMK-
JIach YBEPEHHOCTBIO, YTO YYHUTENAb He JKeJaeT, YToObl
TuMMH HaXORWJICA B AOME, IIOTOMY 4YTO IO HOYAM
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cofaKa npeaymnpexxaana OKPYyKalouX O ero Guryxk-
AaHHAX Mo KoMHaTaM; Kak J[xopmx Buaena ero Ge-
CeRYIOLHUM C ABYMSA XYAOKHHKAMH, XOTH OH yBe-
paa, 4TO He 3HAKOM ¢ HMMH. Ilo Mepe Toro kKax
JxynauaH npomoJKaa CBOM pacckas, Juua Aagu
KBeutuna u Tern (DaHHHM BBIDAXKAJH DpacTyliee
yausiaeHne. OHH NPOCTO He MOIVIK BO BCE 3TO IOBe-
DHTBb.

Ho, kak 661 T0 HH 6BLIO, HEAOCTAIOLUME JIMCTHI
KHUru 61aronosydyHo Bo3spaiueHsl! 910 6mL10 Uy-
mecHo. ana Ksentun nprmxan K cebe cson Gymarn,
Kax Gyaro 3ro 6bLn ero aob6umelit peGenok. Ox we
JKeJiajl HM Ha MrHOBEHHe C HUMM DaCcCTaThCH.

JKopAK H3NOKHIA 3MIH30A,.B KoTropoM TumMmu
YIAEpKUBAJ TIOXHUTHTeNel, INLITABIINXCA MAOrHATH
yBeraBiuux peGAT.

— Tax 4TO, KaK BHAMIIB, XOTh Thl H 38CTABHJI
Gexuary Tuma 2KHTH Ha MOpPO3e, B PA3JIyKe CO MHOIM,
OH (axkTHYEeCKH criac BceX Hac, M TBOM Gymaru TO-
e, — CKas3aja OHA, CBepJA JHLO OTLA CBEpKalo-
NIMMH rosyOGhIMH IIa3aMH.

Oren BRIrAsAen KpaliHe cMyuieHHeIM. OH YyBCT-
BOBaN ce6A BHHOBATHIM 38 TO, 4YTO HAaKAa3al
Jxopax 1 Tumorn. OHu GBLIM IIpaBkl HACYET MMC-
Tepa Ponanpna, a oH 3abmyxaanica.

— Beanan J[)opA», — IIPOrOBOPHJ OH, — H
Gennnrit Tummu. S ouens coxxaneio 060 BceM.

Korza xTo-TO0 npusuasan csoio BuHy, J[xopmx
He xep:kaJyia Ha Hero 3ja. OHa yARIGHYJIACh OTILY.

— Huvero, — ckasana oHa. — Ho Tebe He Ka-
JKETCA, YTO, KOJIb CKOpO s 6hLIa HaKkasaHa Hecrpa-
Bea1uBO, MucTepa Ponanaa Hago 6ul HAKA3aTh Kak
c.ne;lxye'r? OH 3TOro 3acayKHBAeT IO CIIPaBEAJIHBO-
cTH

— O, o 6yaer nakasaH. Pasymeercs, Gyner] —
noobGewzan oren,. — Kaxk BeI 3HaeTe, OH NMPOCTYIKEH
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M JI&KHT B nocreau. 51 Hazeloch, YTO HHYEro M3 TO-
T0, YTO 3eCh NOBOPHJIOCH, OH He CJABIILIAJ, & TO eile
10MBITAETCA COEIKATE.

— COexxaTr OH He MOMKeT, — BO3pa3mja
xopmx. — Hac saBanuno cHeroM. Tel Mor 6w 110-
3BOHHMTb B TOJHMLHIO M JOrOBOPHMTHCHA, YTOOBI OHU
npubLELIN CIOAA IOCKOpee, KaK TOJBKO JOPOTHM O4YH-
cTATCA OT cHera. fI Qymalo, YTO Te ABOe MOryT IIO-
MBITATECA KAK MOYKHO CKOpee oOCJIeOBATH NOTAii-
HOI mepexoA, 4ToOBl 3a6paTh Hasaa TBOM Gymarwm.
Kax TeI AyMaelus, HaM yAACTCA MX CXBAaTHTh, KOrAa
OHHM NMOABATCA?

— Hoxkanyitl — ckasan gaga Keentun, xora y
Tern MaHHU OGLLT BHI, ABHO NOBOPALIMIA, YTO eif GbI
He XOTeJOCh INepexuBaTh Gosibllle HUKAKHX BOJHY-
IOINUX COOBITHI.

— IMocaymiaiiTe-Ka, — CKasaja OHa. — ¥ Bac y
BCEX BHJ AEMCTBHTEJBLHO 3aMep3LUMii, H Bhl HaBep-
HAKA MpPOroJOAAJNCH: BeAb BPEeMA yiKe IOYTH obe-
nenHoe. Uaute B cTONOBYIO, CagHTeCh MNMOOGIMMKE K
oruio, a J[)koyaHHa NpHUHECeT HaM BCeM rops4YMi
oben. Toraa ¥ MOroBOpHM O TOM, YTO JEJIATHh AAJb-
re.

Huxro, xoneyno, He ckasan mucrepy Ponangy
HU coBa. OH Jie)Kan B NOCTeTH X BPEeMA OT BpeMeHH
nokauuinBaia. JKOPDIK THXOHBKO IPOCKOJb3HyJa
HaBepx M 3amepJia CHapy»K# ero asepb. OHa He Mor-
Jia JOITyCTUTh, YTOOBI OH BBILIIEJI M3 CBOEII KOMHATHI
M uyto-Hubyap noacaymanl

Pe6ara ¢ yaosoascTBueM noobenanu. Bee ouu co-
rpeaucsk. UM crano xopoiuo u yioTHo. IIpuarHo Ob1-
JIO BOT TaK CHIETh BCEM BMecTe, oOCyKAaTh mnepe-
JKHUTOE NPHMKJIIOYEHHe M CTPOMTH IJIAHBI AAJIbHel-
ILIHMX OEMCTBHIA.

— $1, KOHe4YHO, NO3BOHIO B MOJMMUIMIO, — CKAa3aJ
aana KBeHTHH. — A BeyepoM CEerogHs Mel MYCTHM
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TumMu B KabuHer, YTOOBI OH MOT' YCTPOHTBh MM XO-
POLLIYIO BCTPeYY, €CJIM OHMU ABATCA]

K Beuepy mucrep Posana B3gyman ojersca M
CITyCTHTBCA BHM3, HO, K KpaiiHeil cBoeit nocanxe, 06-
Hapy»XWi, 4YTo ABeph ero 3amepra. OH Ha4Yan Hero-
AYIOILE KOJOTHTH 1O Heit KynaxkoM. Jlxopmx mupo-
KO yaBIGHyach U Hanpaswiaach Hasepx. OHa ycnena
COOGLIUTh OCTANBHBIM peGATAM, YTO 3amnepia ABepb
y4duTens.

— B uem geno, mucrep Ponana? — BesxJIHBO OC-
BeIOMHJIACH JEBOYKA.

— A, 3710 THI, J[2DKOpAXK? — CIIPOCHJI B CBOIO OYe-
peab yunutens. — IlocMoTpH, noxanyiicra, 4To CiIy-
4YuI0Ch ¢ Moeit aAsepsio? SI He MOry ee OTKPBITB.

Koraa Jl»xopmx 3anupana ABepb, OHa CyHyJa
K104 B KapmaH. Ha Bonnpoc mucrepa Posnanaa ona
BECeJIO OTBeTHJIa:

— Ax, 3unaere, mucrep Ponana, B Baiueit gsepu
HeT KJK4a, MMO3TOMY A He MOry ee OTKpHITh. Iloitay
IIOCMOTPIO, MOKET, MHE YAACTCA ero HaiTH.

Muctep Ponaug 6u11 paccepskeH u o3agaded. OH
He MOT IIOHATH, NoYeMY ero ABepb OKa3ajlach 3anep-
Ta, a4 KJAI04Y H3 3aMKa ucye3d. EMy U B rososy He
NIPUXOAMJIO, YTO Tenepb Bce GBbIJIO PO HEro H3BECT-
Ho BceM. Koraa J[xopaxx colwia BHH3 M paccKasasa
OTLy NpPO 3arnepryio ABEPb, TOT PACCMEAJICA.

— MoskHO cunTaTh, YTO OH TENeph B 3aKJIOYe-
HuH. Teneps y:x HUKyRaA He YOEIKHT.

B TOT Beuep Bce mouuIM cnars paHo, a Tummu
OCTABMJIH B KabHHeTe CTOPOXKHTh OTBEpPCTHE B IMOJY.
Buasa, 4ro ero aBepp He OTKpPHIBAIOT, MHCTEp Po-
JIaHJ TIPMXOANT BO Bce GOJbIlIee HEJOYMEHUE U pa3-
apaxxenne. OH Kpuyas B pacyere, YTO OT30BETCHA AfA-
a1 KBeHTHMH, HO HAa ero KpPMKH IpPMIILIA TOJBKO
Jxopmk. OTOro OH HHMKAK HEe MOr' IIOHATD.
Jxopak, pasymeercs, HaCAaXKAajlach BCEM ITPOMC-
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xopaumM. OHa HapoyHO 3acrasmia Tumorn naaTs
nox ABepsio mucrepa PosaHaa, ¥ 9TO TOXKE YAUBJIA-
JIO YYUTENA: BeAb OH 3HaJ, 4TO J[XKOpIK He JO/DKHA
6eL1a Buaerbea ¢ TMMMM neawlx Tpu aHA. dukue
MBICJIM BCKa4Yb HECJHCh B ero royose. Moxxer GBITh,
3Ta HEHCTOBAsA, HeBRIHOCHMAA AEBOYKA 3arepja He
TOJIBKO €ro, HO M coGCTBEeHHOro orua, Math u Jkoy-
anny? OH npocTo He npeacrasaan cefe, YTO »Ke Ta-
KOe NMPOH3O0LILIO.

Cpean Houm Tummu pasbyaun Bcex OellreHBIM
aaem. JIana KBeHTHH HM AeTH TOpOILUIMBO CIYCTH-
JIKCH TI0 JIECTHMIIE, 38 HUMH cjenosanu tera PaHHu
u HepoyMmeBawmana JxoyanHa. Mx riaasam npex-
CTABIJIOCH IIPAMO-TAKH BOCXHTHTEIbHOE 3pesuiiel

B xabuHeTe HAXOAMJIHMCH MHUCTED YHJTOH H MHC-
Tep Tomac, nmpucepnIne Ha KOPTOYKHM 3a AHBAHOM.
Ouu Guutu Hamyransl THMOTH, KOTODHIA Jasn BO
BeCh roJioc. THUMMH CTOAJ BO3JIe OTBEPCTHA B XaMEH-
HOM MOJIY, TAK YTO HBIPDHYTH OOPATHO MYXXYHHEI He
morau. Xurper, Tummu!l OH Moaua BBDLKAAJ, NOKA
ABOE HE3HAKOMLIEB NMPOKPAJIMCH Yepe3 OTBepCTHe B
KabuHeT, 3aTeM HAYaJIU BHUMATEJILHO OCMAaTPHBATH
BCe KPYroM, He IIOHHMAasA, KyJAa 3TO OHH IONA&JH, &
IOTOM IIeC OXHHUM NPBLKKOM OYYTHJICA OKOJIO ABIDHI
M CTaJI Ha CTPaXKe, He JaBaA HeNpOIUeHHBIM I'OCTAM
CKDRITHCH.

— JIobpeiit Beuep, Mucrep YUaTOH, KOODHIL Be-
yep, mucrep Tomac, — BEXJIMBO IIPHBETCTBOBAJIA
ux Jxopmkx. — Bl npuiuIA HaBeCTHMTHL HAILEro
yuuTtens, mucrepa Ponanna?

— Ara, 3HauYuT, BOT rae OH xuserl — ckasan
MUCTED YHATOH. — OTO ThI 6BLIA CErOAHA B Iepexo-
ne?

— Jla, 1 ¥ MOH Ky3eHBl U Ky3MHa, — OTBETHJIA
Jxxopmx. — Bl npunum uckats 6yMaru, KOTopsie
BRI YKDaJIH y Moero orua?
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Myxuunsl momyanu. OHM NMOHANH, YTO IOKMa-
Hbel. Yepe3 KaKoe-TO BpeMA MHCTEP YHJITOH 3aroBO-
pwI:

— T'ne Ponaun?

— Hana, moxer ObITh, HAM NPOBOAHUTH 3THX
giope#t K mucrepy Ponaugy? — cnpocun Jxyaman
u nogmurnya Ixopmx. — Xora ceifuac ruayGokas
HOYb, A YBepeH, 4T0 OH GyAeT CTpALIHO pag UX BH-
JAETh.

— IIpaBunvHOo, — ckasan aaga Ksentun, TyT
e coobpasuBIumii, 4YTO MaJNbYHK cobupaerca czae-
aarb. — OrBesn ux, TUMMH, THI TOMXKE UAU C HUMH.

Myxuunm 3amaraam Bcien 3a JxyamaHom
BBEpX IO JecTHHuUe, npudyem TUMMH He OTCTABAJ OT
Hux HH Ha mar. Csaau muna yasiGaromascs
Jxoprx. Ona nepenana xkiaou xyaunany. Tor or-
nep ABepb, H MYKYMHEI BOIILJIK B KOMHATY B TOT ca-
MBI MOMEHT, Koraa J[JKyJMaH IOBEPHYJ BBIKJIIO-
yatens. Mucrep Posmanx OGoapcTBoBanr H  M3zan
IPOMKHI HM3yMJIEHHHIX KDHK, YBHZEB CBOHX ApY-
3eif.

He ycnienn oHM NepeKHHYTBHCHA XOTh CJIOBEYKOM,
Kak JDxyauan cHoBa 3amep ABepb M KHHYJ KJIIOY
Haxopmx.

— Munaa ManeHbKaA KOMNAHHA 3aKJIIOYEH-
HBIX, — CKa3aJ MaJbYUK. — MBI OCTABMM CTADUHY
TuMa CTOPOXKHMTH MX 3a ABepbio. BuifpaTnca Hapy-
Ky 4Yepe3 OKHO HeBO3MOXKHO, aake ecau Opl MM yaa-
Joch GexaTh yepe3 OKHO, MBI 3aBAJIEHLI CHEroM.

Bce cHOBa yJserauch B IIOCTeJIb, HO IOCJEe TAKHX
BOJIHYIOLIMX COOBITHI AEeTH HUKAK He MOIJVIM 3a-
CHYTbh. AHH neperuenTuiBanacs ¢ Jxopmx, Txynu-
aH ¥ JI[UK TOXKe TMXOHBKO IIepPeroBapMBaINCh — UM
6LLIO O YeM MOTOJKOBATH!

Ha cunenylommit feHp BCeX OMKHMAA CIOPIIPH3.
Ilonuums, HecMOoTpA HM Ha 4yTO, npubsural CHer ee
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He OCTAHOBHJ. Pa3fo0bIB rae-to JBIKH, NOJHIEH-
CKHMe TNPUKATHJIHM TNOBHAATHL Y3HMKOB. Bcex 310
CTPAILIIHO B30yZ0OpasKmiIo.

HNucnexkTop ckaszan nage Ksentuny:

— Cap, noka cHer He COMAET, MEI 3THX JIIOAEH
orciona He 3a6epeM. Ho MBI HaieHeM Ha HMX Hapyd-
HHMKH, 4YTOOBl OHH He MONBLITAIHUCH BRIKHABIBATD Ka-
Kue-HuOya» HoMepa. Bl mpopoukaiiTe AepKaTh
ABEphb HA 3arope, ¥ NMyCTh 34 ABEPLIO OCTaeTCA coba-
Ka. JleHeK-Apyroil OHH HHKYAA OTTYyAA He AEHYTCA.
MBI NpHBe3JIH UM JOCTATOYHO eAbl, YTOOB! XBATHJIIO
0 HAIIIero BO3BPAIIeHHA. A eCIM H NPUAETCA YYTh-
YyTh NMOMNOCTHUTLCHA, TO TAK UM M Hajo!

JByMa ZHAMH NMO3KEe CHEr pacTasj, M IOJIHULMA
yBeana mucrepa Ponranna ¥ asyx ero apysei. Jlern
HabaI0Ra/HM, KaK 3T0 IIPOMCXOIHJIO. ’

— B atH KaHMKyJBI HUKAaKuX GoJsIbllle YPOKOB
He 6yaer] — pamoCTHO NMPOYHPHKana AHH.

— HuKTO yXe He CTAHeT HACHJBLHO JEPIKATH
Tumotu Bo aBope!l — 3amernaa I KOpmIK.

— Ter 66L1a IpaBa, J[xopmk, a MeI ombarucs, —
cxkasan JhxyymaH, — Thl AeCTBUTENLHO HEMCTOBCTBO-
BaJia, BEPHO BeAlb, HO BOT 3TO-TO M OKAa3aJIOCh 3aMe-
yaTeabHeIMI

— OHa npocTO XKYyTh KaKas HeuCToBas, — BCTa-
B JIMK, HEOXKHAAHHO OOHAB AeBouKy. — Ho mHe,
NOXaTyil, OHA HPABHUTCA KAK pa3 B MOMEHTHI He-
ucroscTBa, a Tebe, xynuan? Ilpaso xe, J[xopmx,
Korza Mel ¢ To0Oi#I, ¢ HAMM CJIy4YalOTCA TaKHe H3y-
muTeabHule npukiaodenusal losexerca am ewe uc-
NEITATh YTO-HUGY AL noxobHoe?

— O6sasarensHol Kakue Mmoryr GuITh cOMHeHHA?!
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CHAPTER ONE
Christmas holidays

It was the last week of the Christmas term, and
all the girls at Gaylands School were looking for-
ward to the Christmas holidays. Anne sat down at
the breakfast-table and picked up a letter addressed
to her.

‘Hallo, look at this!’ she said to her cousin
Georgina, who was sitting beside her. ‘A letter
from Daddy — and I only had one from him and
Mummy yesterday.’

‘T hope it’s not bad news,’ said George. She
would not allow anyone to caall her Georgina,
and now even the mistresses called her George.
She really was very like a boy with her short
curly hair, and her boyish ways. She looked
anxiously at Anne as her cousin read the let-
ter.

‘Oh, George — we can’t go home for the holi-
days!’ said Anne, with tears in her eyes. ‘Mummy’s
got scarlet fever — and Daddy is in quarantine for
it — so they can’t have us back. Isn’t it just too
bad?’

‘Oh, I am sorry’, said George. She was just dis-
appointed for herself as for Anne, because Anne’s
mother had invited George, and her dog Timothy,
to stay for the Christmas holidays with them. She
had been promised many things she had never seen
before — the pantomime, and the circus — and a
big party with a fine Christmas treel Now it
wouldn’t happen.
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‘Whatever will the two boys say?’ said Anne,
thinking of Julian and Dick, her two brothers.
‘They won’t be able to go home either.’

‘Well — what are you going to do for the holi-
days then?’ asked George. ‘Won’t you come and
stay at Kirrin Cottage with me? I'm sure my
mother would love to have you again. We had such
fun when you came to stay for the summer holls”.

‘Wait a minute — let me finish the letter and
see what Daddy says,’ said Anne,picking up the n
ote again.‘Poor Mummy — I do hope she isn’t
feeling very ill.’

She read a few more lines and then gave such a
delighted exclamation that George and the other
girls waited impatiently for her to explain.

‘Georgel We are to come to you again — but oh
blow, blow, blow! — we’ve got to have a tutor for
the holls, partly to look after us so that your
mother doesn’t have too much bother with us, and
partly because both Julian and Dick have been ill
with’flu twice this term, and have got behind in
their work.’

‘A tutor! How sickening! That means I'll have
to do lessons too, I’ll bet!’ said George, in dismay.
‘When my mother and father see my report I guess
they’ll find out how little I know. After all, this is
the first time I’ve ever been to a proper school, and
there are heaps of things I don’t know.’

‘What horrid holls they’ll be, if we have a
tutor running after us all the time,” said Anne,
gloomily. ‘I expect I’ll have quite a good report, be-
cause I've done well in the exams — but it won’t be
any fun for me not doing lessons with you three in
the holls. Though, of course, I could go off with Ti-
mothy, I suppose. He won’t be doing lessons!’
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‘Yes, he will,” said George, at once. She could
not bear the idea of her beloved dog Timothy going
off each morning with Anne, while she, George, sat
and worked hard with Julian and Dick.

‘Timothy can’t do lessons, don’t be silly,
George,’ said Anne.

‘He can sit under my feet while I'm doing
them,’ said George. ‘It will be a great help to feel
him there. For goodness’ sake eat up your saus-
ages, Anne. We've all nearly finished. The bell will
be going in a minute and you won’t have had any
breakfast.’

‘T am glad Mummy isn’t very bad,’ said Anne,
hurriedly finishing her letter. ‘Daddy says he’s
written to Dick and Julian — and to your father to
ask him to engage a tutor for us. Oh dash — this is
an awful disappointment, isn’t it? I don’t mean 1
shan’t enjoy going to Kirrin Cottage again — and
seeing Kirrin Island — but after all there are no
pantomimes or circuses or parties to look forward
to at Kirrin.’

The end of the term came quickly. Anne and
George packed up their trunks, and put on the la-
bels, enjoying the noise and excitement of the last
two days. The big school coaches rolled up to the
door, and the girls clambered in. ‘Off to Kirrin
again!’ said Anne. ‘Come on, Timothy darling, you
can sit between me and George.’

Gaylands School allowed the children to
keep their own pets, and Timothy, George’s
big mongrel dog, had been a great success. Ex-
cept for the time when he had run after the
dustman, and dragged the dustbin away from
him, all the way up the school grounds and
into George’s classroom, he had really behaved
extremely well.
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‘I’'m sure you’ll have a good report, Tim,’ said
George, giving the dog a hug. ‘We’re going home
again. Will you like that?’

‘Woof,” said Tim, in his deep voice. He stood
up, wagging his tail, and there was a squeal from
the seat behind.

‘Georgel Make Tim sit down. He’s wagging my
hat offl

It was not very long before the two girls and
Timothy were in London, being put into the train
for Kirrin.

‘I do wish the boys broke up today too,’ sighed
Anne. ‘Then we could all have gone down to Kirrin
together. That would have been fun.’

Julian and Dick broke up the next day and
were to join the girls then at Kirrin Cottage. Anne
was very much looking forward to seeing them
again. A term was a long time to be away from one
another. She had been glad to have her cousin
George with her. The three of them had stayed
with George in the summer, and had had some ex-
citing adventures together on the little island off
the coast. An old castle stood on the island and in
the dungeons the children had made all kinds of
wonderful discoveries.

‘It will be lovely to go across to Kirrin Island
again, George,’ said Anne, as the train sped off to-
wards the west.

‘We shan’t be able to,” said George. ‘The sea is
terribly rough round the island in the winter. It
would be too dangerous to try and row there.’

‘Oh, what a pity,” said Anne disappointed. ‘I
was looking forward to some more adventures
there’.

‘There won’t be any adventures at Kirrin in the
winter,” said George. ‘It’s cold down there — and
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when it snows we sometimes get frozen up com-
pletely — can’t even walk to the village because the
sea-wind blows the snow-drifts so high.’

‘Oooh — that sounds rather exciting!’” said
Anne.

‘Well, it isn’t really,’ said George. ‘It’s awfully
boring — nothing to do but sit at home all day, or
turn out with a spade and dig the snow away.’

It was a long time before the train reached the
little station that served Kirrin. But at last it was
there pulling in slowly and stopping at the tiny
platform. The two girls jumped out eagerly, ahd
looked to see if anyone had met them. Yes — there
was George’s mother!

‘Hallo, George darling — hallo, Annel’ said
George’s mother, and gave both childrren a hug.
’Ann, I’'m so sorry about your mother, but she’s
getting on all right, you’ll be glad to know.’

‘Oh, good!’ said Anne. ‘It’s nice of you to have
us, Aunt Fanny. We’ll try and be good! What
about Uncle Quentin? Will he mind having four
children in the house in the winter-time? We won’t
be able to go out and leave him in peace as often as
we did in the summer!’

George’s father was a scientist, a very clever
man, but rather frightening. He had little patience
with children, and the four of them had felt very
much afraid of him at times in the summer.

‘Oh, your uncle is still working very hard at
his book,” said Aunt Fanny. ‘You know, he has
been working out a secret theory — a secret idea —
and putting it all into his book. He says that once
it is all explained and finished, he is to take it to
some high authority, and then his idea will be used
for the good of the country.’
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‘Oh, Aunt Fanny — it does sound exciting,’
said Anne. ‘What’s the secret?’ _

‘T can’t tell you that, silly child,’ said her aunt,
laughing. ‘Why, even I myself don’t know it. Come
along, now — it's cold standing here. Timothy
looks very fat and well, George dear.’

‘Oh Mother, he’s had a marvellous time at
school,’ said George. ‘He really has. He chewed up
the cook’s old slippers...’

‘And he chased the cat that lives in the stables
every time he saw her,’ said Anne.

‘And he once got into the larder and ate a
whole steak pie,’ said George; ‘and once...’

‘Good gracious, George, I should think the
school will refuse to have Timothy next term,’ said
her mother, in horror. ‘Wasn’t he well punished? I
hope he was.’

‘No— he wasn’t,” said George, going rather
red. ’You see, Mother, we are responsible for our
pets and their behavior ourselves — so if ever Ti-
mothy does anything bad I’m punished for it, be-
cause I haven’t shut him up properly, or some-
thing like that.’

‘Well, you must have had quite a lot of punish-
ments then,” said her mother, as she drove the
little pony-trap along the frosty roads. ‘I really
think that’s rather a good ideal’ There was a
twinkle in her eyes, as she spoke. ‘I think I’ll keep
on with the same idea — punish you every time Ti-
mothy misbehaves himself!’

The girls laughed. They felt happy and excited.
Holidays were fun. Going back to Kirrin was love-
ly. Tomorrow the boys would come — and then
Christmas would be therel

‘Good old Kirrin Cottagel’ said Anne, as they
came in sight of the pretty old house. ‘Oh — look,
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there’s Kirrin Island!’ The two looked out to sea,
where the old ruined castle stood on the little is-
land of Kirrin — what adventures they had had
there in the summer!

The girls went into the house. ‘Quentin!’ called
George’s mother. ’Quentin! The girls are here.’

Uncle Quentin came out of his study at
the other side of the house. Anne thought he
looked taller and darker than ever. ‘And frow-
nier!’ she said to herself. Uncle Quentin might
be very clever, but Anne preferred someone
jolly and smiling like her own father. She
shook hands with her uncle politely, and
watched George kiss him.

‘Welll’ said Uncle Quentin to Anne. ‘I hear I've
got to get a tutor for you! At least, for the two
boys. My word, you will have to behave yourself
with a tutor, I can tell youl’

This was meant to be a joke, but it didn’t sound
very nice to Anne and George. People you had to
behave well with were usually very strict and tires-
ome. Both girls were glad when George’s father
had gone back into his study.

‘Your father has been working far too hard
lately,” said George’s mother to her. ‘He is tired
out. Thank goodness his book is nearly finished.
He had hoped to finish it by Christmas so that he
could join in the fun and games — but now he says
he can’t.’

‘What a pity,” said Anne, politely, though se-
cretly she thought it was a good thing. It wouldn’t
be much fun having Uncle Quentin to play cha-
rades and things like that! ‘Oh, Aunt Fanny, I'm
so looking forward to seeing Julian and Dick —
and won’t they be pleased to see Tim and George?
Aunt Fanny, nobody calls George Georgina at
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school, not even our Form mistress. I was rather
hoping they would, because I wanted to see what
would happen when she refused to answer to Geor-
ginal George, you liked school, didn’t you?’

‘Yes, said George, ‘I did. I thought I'd hate
being with a lot of others, but it’s fun, after all.
But Mother, you won’t find my report very good,
I’'m afraid. There were such a lot of things I was
bad at because I'd never done them before.’

‘Well, you’d never been to school before!’ said
her mother. I'll explain it to your father if he gets
upset. Now go along and get ready for a late tea.
You must be very hungry.’

The girls went upstairs to their little room.
‘I'm glad I'm not spending my holls by myself,’
said George. ‘I’ve had much more fun since I've
known you and the boys. Hi, Timothy, where have
you gone?’

‘He’s gone to smell all round the house to make
sure it’s his proper homel’ said Anne, with a
giggle. ‘He wants to know if the kitchen smells the
same — and the bathroom — and his basket. It
must be just as exciting for him to come home for
the holidays as it is for us!l’

Anne was right. Timothy was thrilled to be
back again. He ran round George’s mother, snif-
fing at her legs in friendliness, pleased to see her
again. He ran into the kitchen but soon came out
again because someone new was there — Joan the
cook — a fat, panting person who eyed him with
suspicion.

‘You can come into this kitchen once a day for
your dinner,” said Joan ‘And that’s all. I’m not
having meat and sausages and chicken disappear-
ing under my nose if I can help it. I know what
dogs are, I do!’
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Timothy ran into the scullery and sniffed
round there. He ran into the dining-room and the
sitting-room, and was pleased to find they had the
same old smell. He put his nose to the door of the
study where George’s father worked, and sniffed
very cautiously. He didn’t mean to go in. Timothy
was just as wary of George’s father as the others
werel

He ran upstairs to the girls’ bedroom again.
Where was his basket? Ah, there it was by the win-
dow-seat. Good! That meant he was to sleep in the
girls’ bedroom once more. He curled himself up in
his basket, and thumped loudly with his tail.

‘Glad to be back,’ said his tail, ‘glad — to — be
— back!’



CHAPTER TWO
All together again

The next day the boys came back. Anne and
George went to meet them with Timothy.
George drove the pony-trap, and Tim sat
beside her. Anne could hardly wait for the
train to stop at the station. She ran along the
platform, looking for Julian and Dick in the
carriages that passed.

Then she saw them. They were looking out of a
window at the back of the train, waving and yell-
ing.

‘Anne! Anne! Here we are! Hallo, George! Oh,
there’s Timothy!’

‘Julian! Dick!’” yelled Anne. Timothy began to
bark and leap about. It was most exciting.

‘Oh, Julian! It’s lovely to see you both again!’
cried Anne, giving her two brothers a hug each. Ti-
mothy leapt up and licked them both. He was
beside himself with joy. Now he had all the child-
ren around him that he loved.

The three children and the dog stood happily
together, all talking at once while the porter got
the luggage out of the train. Anne suddenly re-
membered George. She looked round her. She was
nowhere to be seen, although she had come on the
station platform with Anne.

‘Where’s old George?’ said Julian. ‘I saw her
here when I waved out of the window.’

‘She must have gone back to the pony-trap,’
said Anne. ‘Tell the porter to bring your trunks out
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to the trap, Julian. Come along! We’ll go and find
George.’

George was standing by the pony, holding his
head. She looked rather gloomy, Anne thought.
The boys went up to her.

‘Hallo, George, old thing!’ cried Julian, and
gave her a hug. Dick did the same.

‘What’s up?’ asked Anne, wondering at
George’s sudden silence.

‘T believe George felt left-out!’ said Julian with
a grin. ‘Funny old Georginal’

‘Don’t call me Georginal’ said the little girl
fiercely. The boys laughed.

‘Ah, it’s the same fierce old George, all right,’
said Dick, and he gave the girl a friendly slap on
the shoulder. ‘Oh, George — it’s good to see you
again. Do you remember our marvellous adven-
tures in the summer?’

George felt her awkwardness slipping away
from her. She had felt left-out when she had seen
the great welcome that the two boys gave to their
small sister — but no one could sulk for long with
Julian and Dick. They just wouldn’t let anyone feel
left-out or awkward or sulky.

The four children climbed into the trap. The
porter heaved in the two trunks. There was only
just room for them. Timothy sat on top of the
trunks, his tail wagging nineteen to the dozen,
and his tongue hanging out because he was pan-
ting with delight.

‘You two girls were lucky to be able to
take Tim to school with you,’ said Dick, pat-
ting the big dog lovingly. ‘No pets are allowed
at our school. Awfully hard on those fellows
who like live things’.
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‘Thompson Minor kept white mice,” said
Julian. ‘And one day they escaped and met Matron
round a corner of the passage. She squealed the
place down.’

The girls laughed. The boys always had funny
tales to tell when they got home.

‘And Kennedy keeps snails, said Dick.
‘You know, snails sleep for the winter — but
Kennedy kept his in far too warm a place, and
they all crawled out of their box and went up
the walls. You should have heard how we
laughed when the geography master asked
Thompson to point out Cape Town on the map
— and there was one of the snails in the very
placel’

Everyone laughed again. It was so good to
be all together once more. They were very
much of an age — Julian was twelve, George
and Dick were eleven, and Anne was ten. Holi-
days and Christmas time were in front of
them. No wonder they laughed at everything,
even the silliest little jokel

‘It’s good that Mummy is getting on all
right, isn’t it?’ said Dick, as the pony went
along the road at a spanking trot. ‘I was dis-
appointed not to go home, I must say — I did
want to go to see Aladdin and the Lamp, and
the Circus — but still, it’s good to be back at
Kirrin Cottage again. I wish we could have
some more exciting adventures. Not a hope of
that this time, though.’

‘There’s one snag about these holls,” said
Julian. ‘And that’s the tutor. I hear we’ve got to
have one because Dick and I missed so much school
this term, and we’ve got to take important exams
next summer.’
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‘Yes,’ said Anne. ‘I wonder what he’ll be like. I
do hope he will be a sport. Uncle Quentin is going
to choose one today.’

Julian and Dick made faces at one another.
They felt sure that any tutor chosen by Uncle
Quentin would be anything but a sport. Uncle
Quentin’s idea of a tutor would be somebody strict
and gloomy and forbidding.

Never mind! He wouldn’t come for a day or
two. And he might be fun. The boys cheered up and
pulled Timothy’s thick coat. The dog pretended to
growl and bite. He wasn’t worried about tutors.
Lucky Timothy!

They all arrived at Kirrin Cottage. The boys
were really pleased to see their aunt, and rather re-
lieved when she said that their uncle had not yet
come back.

‘He’s gone to see two or three men who have
answered the advertisement for a tutor,’ she said.
’He won’t be long before he’s back.’

‘Mother, I haven’t got to do lessons in the
holls too, have I?’ asked George. Nothing had
yet been said to her about this, and she longed
to know.

‘Oh yes, George,’ said her mother. ‘Your father
has seen your report, and although it isn’t really a
bad one, and we certainly didn’t expect a- marvel-
lous one, still it does show that you are behind
your age in some things. A little extra coaching
will soon help you along.’

George looked gloomy. She had expected this
but it was tiresome all the same. ‘Anne’s the only
one who won’t have to do lessons,’ she said.

‘T’ll do some too,” promised Anne. ‘Per-
haps not always, George, if it’s a very fine
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day, for instance — but sometimes, just to
keep you company.’

*Thanks,’ said George. ‘But you needn’t. I shall
have Timmy.’

George’s mother looked doubtful about this.
‘We’ll have to see what the tutor says-about that,’
she said.

‘Mother! If the tutor says I can’t have Timothy
in the room, I jolly well won’t do holiday lessons!’
began George, fiercely.

Her mother laughed. ‘Well, well — here’s our
fierce, hot-tempered George again!l’ she said. ‘Go
along, you two boys, and wash your hands and do
your hair. You seenr to have collected all the grime
on the railway.’

The children and Timothy went upstairs. It was
such fun to be five again. They always counted Tim
as one of themselves. He went everywhere with
them, and really seemed to understand every single
word they said.

‘I wonder what sort of a tutor Uncle Quen-
tin will choose,’ said Dick, as he scrubbed his
nails. ‘If only he would choose the right kind
— someone jolly and full of fun, who knows
that holiday lessons are sickening to have, ‘and
tries to make up for them by being a sport
out of lesson-time. I suppose we’ll have to
work every morning.’

‘Hurry up. I want my tea,’ said Julian. ‘Come
on down, Dick. We’ll know about the tutor soon
enough!’

They all went down together, and sat round the
table. Joanna the cook had made a lovely lot of
buns and a great big cake. There was not much left
ofh:cilther by the time the four children had fin-
ished!
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Uncle Quentin returned just as they were fin-
ishing. He seemed rather pleased with himself. He
shook hands with the two boys and asked them if
they had had a good term.

‘Did you get a tutor, Uncle Quentin?’ asked
Anne, who could see that everyone was simply bur-
sting to know this.

‘Ah — vyes, I did,” said her uncle. He sat
down, while Aunt Fanny poured him out a cup
of tea. ‘I interviewed three applicants, and
had almost chosen the last one, when another
fellow came in, all in a hurry. Said he had
ohly just seen the advertisement, and hoped
he wasn’t too late.’

‘Did you chose him?’ asked Dick.

‘T did,’ said his uncle. ‘He seemed a most intel-
ligent fellow. Even knew about me and my work!
And he had the most wonderful letters of recom-
mendation.

‘T don’t think the children need to know all
these details,” murmured Aunt Fanny. ‘Anyway —
you asked him to come?’

‘Oh yes,’” said Uncle Quentin. ‘He’s good
bit older than the others — they were rather
young fellows — this one seems very respon-
sible and intelligent. I'm sure you’ll like him,
Fanny. He’ll fit in here very well. I feel 1
would like to have him to talk to me some-
times in the evening.’

The children couldn’t help feeling that the new
tutor sounded rather alarming. Their uncle smiled
at the gloomy faces.

‘You’ll like Mr Roland,” he said. ‘He knows
how to handle youngsters — knows he’s got to be
very firm, and to see that you know a good-bit
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more at the énd of the holidays than you did at the
beginning.’

This sounded even more alarming. All four
children wished heartily that Aunt Fanny had been
to choose the tutor, and not Uncle Quentin.

‘When is he coming?’ asked George.

‘Tomorrow,’ said her father. 'You can all go to
meet him at the station. That will make a nice wel-
come for him.’

‘We had thought of taking the bus and going
to do a bit of Christmas shopping,’ said Julian,
seeing Anne looked very disappointed.

‘Oh, no, you must certainly go and meet Mr
Roland,’ said his uncle. ‘I told him you would. And
mind you, you four — no nonsense with him!
You’ve to do as- you’re told, and you must work
hard with him, because your father is paying very
high fees for his coaching. I'm paying a third, be-
cause I want him to coach George a little3e too —so
George, you must do your best.’

‘T’'ll try,” said George. ‘If he’s nice, I'll do my
very best.’

‘You’ll do your best whether you think him
nice or not!’ said her father, frowning. ‘He will ar-
rive be the ten-thirty ‘train. Be sure to be there in
time.’

‘I do hope he won’t be too strict,” said Dick,
that evening, when the five of them were alone for
a minute or two. ‘It’s going to spoil the holls, if we
have someone down on us all the time. And I do
hope he’ll like Timothy.’

George looked up at once. ‘Like Timothy!’ she
said. ‘Of course he’ll like Timothy! How couldn’t
he?’

‘Well — your father didn’t like Timothy very
much last summer,” said Dick. ‘I don’t see how
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anyone could dislike darling Tim — but there are
people who don’t like dogs, you know, George.’

‘If Mr Roland doesn’t like Timothy, I'll not do
a single thing for him,” said George. ‘Not one
single thing!l’

‘She’s gone all fierce again!’ said Dick, with a
laugh ‘My word — the sparks will fly if Mr Roland
dares to dislike our Timothy!’



CHAPTER THREE
The new tutor

Next morning the sun was out, all the sea-mist
that had hung about for the last two days had dis-
appeared, and Kirrin Island showed plainly at the
mouth of Kirrin Bay. The children stared longingly
at the ruined castle on it.

‘T do wish we could get over to the castle,’ said
Dick. ‘It looks quite calm enough, George.’

‘It’s very rough by the island,’ said George. ‘It
always is at this time of year. I know Mother
wouldn’t let us go.’

‘It’s lovely island, and it’s all our ownl!’ said
Anne. ‘You said you would share it with us for
ever and ever didn’t’ you, George?’

‘Yes, I did,” said George. ‘And so I will, dun-
geons and all. Come on — we must get the trap
out. We shall be late meeting the train if we stand
here all day looking at the island.’

They got the pony and trap and set off down
the hard lanes. Kirrin Island disappeared behind
the cliffs as they turned inland to the station.

‘Did all this land round about belong to your
family once upon a time?’ asked Julian.

‘Yes, all of it,” said George. ‘Now we don’t own
anything except Kirrin Island, our own house —
and that farm away over there — Kirrin Farm.’

She pointed with her whip. The children saw a
fine old farm-house standing on a hill a good way
off, over the heather-clad common.

‘Who lives there?’ asked Julian.
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‘Oh, an old farmer and his wife,” said George.
‘They were nice to me when I was smaller. We’ll go
over there one day if you like. Mother says they
don’t make the farm pay any more, and in the
summer-time they take in people who want a holi-
day.’

‘Hark! That’s the train whistling in the tun-
nell’ said Julian, suddenly. ‘Buck up, for goodness’
sake, George.We shan ’t be there in timel!’

The four children and Timothy looked at the
train coming out of the tunnel and drawing in at
the station. The pony cantered along swiftly. They
would be just in time.

‘Who’s going on to the platform to meet him?’
asked George, as they drew into the little station
yard. ‘I’'m not. I must look after Tim and the
pony.’

‘I don’t want to,” said Anne. ‘I’ll stay with
George.’

‘Well, we'd better go, then,’ said Julian,
and he and Dick leapt out of the trap. They
ran on to the platform just as the train pulled
up.

Not many people got out. A woman clambered
out with a basket. A young man leapt out, whis-
tling, the son of the baker in the village. An old
man climbed down with difficulty. The tutor could
be none of thosel

Then, right at the front of the train,
rather a queer looking man got out. He was
short and burly, and he had a beard rather
like a sailor. His eyes were piercingly blue,
and his thick hair was sprinkled with grey. He
glanced up and down the platform, and then
beckoned to the porter.
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‘That must be Mr Roland,’ said Julian to Dick.
‘Come on — let’s ask him. There’s no one else it
could be.’

The boys went up to the bearded man. ‘Are you
Mr Roland, sir?’ he asked.

‘T am,’ said the man. ‘I suppose you are Julian
and Dick?’

‘Yes, sir,” answered the boys together. ‘We
brought the pony-trap for your luggage.’

‘Oh, fine,” said Mr Roland. His bright blue
eyes looked the boys up and down, and he smiled.
Julian and Dick liked him. He seemed sensible and
jolly.

‘Are the other two here as well?’ said Mr Ro-
land, walking down the platform, with the porter
trailing behind with his luggage.

‘Yes — George and Anne are outside with the
trap,’ said Julian.

‘George and Anne,’ said Mr Roland, in a puz-
zled voice. ‘I thought the others were girls. I didn’t
know there was a third boy.’

‘Oh, George is a girl,’ said Dick, with a laugh.
‘Her real name is Georgina.’

‘And a very nice name too,’ said Mr Roland.

‘George dpesn’t think so’, said Julian. ‘She
won’t answer if she’s called Georgina. You’d better
call her George, sirl’

‘Really?’ said Mr Roland, in rather a chilly
tone. Julian took a glance at him.

‘Not quite so jolly as he looks!’ thought the
boy.

‘Tim’s out there too,’ said Dick.

‘Oh — and is Tim a boy or a girl?’ inquired Mr
Roland, cautiously.

‘A dog, sir!’ said Dick, with a grin.
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Mr Roland seemed rather taken-aback. ‘A
dog?’ he said. ‘I didn’t know there was a dog in the
household. -Your uncle said nothing to me about a
dog.’

‘Don’t you like dogs?’ asked Julian, in sur-
prise.

‘No,” said Mr Roland, shortly. ‘But I daresay
your dog won’t worry me much. Hallo, hallo — so
here are the little girls! How do you do?’

George was not very pleased at being called a
little girl. For one thing she hated to be spoken of
as little, and for another thing she always tried to
be a boy. She held out her hand to Mr Roland and
said nothing. Anne smiled at him, and Mr Roland
thought she was much the nicer of the two.

‘Tim! Shake hands with Mr Roland!’ said
Julian to Timothy. This was one of Tim’s really
good tricks. He could hold out his right paw in a
very polite manner. Mr Roland looked down at the
big dog, and Tim looked back at him.

Then, very slowly and deliberately, Timothy
turned his back on Mr Roland and climbed up into
the pony-trap! Usually he put out his paw at once
when told to, and the children stared at him in
amazement.

‘Timothy! What’s come over you?’ cried Dick.
Tim put his ears down and did not move.

‘He doesn’t like you,’ said George, looking at
Mr Roland. ‘That’s very queer. He usually likes
people. But perhaps you don’t like dogs?’

‘No, I don’t as a matter of fact,” said Mr Ro-
land. ‘I was once very badly bitten as a boy, and
somehow or other I’ve never managed to like dogs
since. But I daresay your Tim will take to me
sooner or later.’
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They all got into the trap. It was a tight
squeeze. Timothy looked at Mr Roland’s ankles as
if he would rather like to nibble them. Anne
laughed.

‘Tim is behaving queerly!’ she said. ‘It’s a good
thing you haven’t come to teach him, Mr Roland!’
She smiled up at the tutor, and he smiled back,
showing very white teeth. His eyes were as brilliant
a blue as George’'s.

Anne liked him. He joked with the boys as they
drove him, and both of them began to feel that
their Uncle Quentin hadn’t made such a bad choice
after all.

Only George said nothing. She sensed that the
tutor disliked Timothy, and George was not pre-
pared to like anyone who didn’t take to Timothy at
first sight. She thought it was very queer too, that
Tim would not shake paws with the tutor. ‘He’s a
clever dog.’ she thought. ‘hHe knows Mr Roland
doesn’t like him, so he won’t shake hands. I don’t
blame you, Tim darling. I wouldn’t shake hands
with anyone who didn’t like mel’

Mr Roland was shown up to his room when he
arrived. Aunt Fanny came down and spoke to the
children. ‘Welll He seems very nice, youngish and
jolly.’

‘Youngish!’ exclaimed Julian. ‘Why, he’s aw-
fully old. Must be forty at the very least!’

Aunt Fanny laughed. ‘Does he seem so old to
you?’ she said. ‘Well, old or not, he’ll be quite nice
to you, I’'m sure.’

‘Aunt Fanny, we shan’t begin lessons until
after Christmas, shall we?’ asked Julian, anxious-
ly.

‘Of course you willl’ said his aunt. ‘It is almost
a week till Christmas — you don’t suppose we have
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asked Mr Roland to come and do nothing till
Christmas is over, do you?’

The children groaned. ‘We wanted to do some
Christmas shopping,’ said Anne.

‘Well, you can do that in the afternoons,’ said
her aunt. ‘You will only do lessons in the morning,
for three hours. That won’t hurt any of you!’

The new tutor came downstairs at that mo-
ment, and Aunt Fanny took him to see Uncle
Quentin. She came out after a while, looking very
pleased.

‘Mr Roland will be nice company for your
uncle,’ she said to Julian. ‘I think they will get on
very well together. Mr Roland seems to understand
quite a bit about your uncle’s work.’

‘Let’s hope he spends most of his time with
him then!’ said George, in a low voice.

‘Come on out for a walk,” said Dick. ‘It’s so
fine today. We shan’t have lessons this morning,
shall we, Aunt Fanny?’

‘Oh, no,’ said his aunt. “You’ll begin tomorrow.
Go for a walk now, all of you — we shan’t often
get sunny days like this!’

‘Let’s go over to Kirrin Farm,’ said Julian. ‘It
looks such a nice place. Show us the way, George.’

‘Right!’ said George. She whistled to Timothy,
and he came bounding up. The five of them set off
together, going down the lane, and then on to a
rough road over the common that led to the farm
on the distant hill.

It was lovely walking in the December sun.
Their feet rang on the frosty path, and Tim’s blunt
claws made quite a noise as he pattered up and
down, overjoyed at being with his four friends
again.
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After a good long walk across the common the
children came to the farm-house. It was built of
white stone, and stood strong and lovely on the
hillside. George opened the farm-gate and went
into the farm-yard. She kept her hand on Tim’s
collar for there were two farm-dogs somewhere
about.

Someone clattered round the barn near by. It
was an old man, and George hailed him loudly.

‘Hallo, Mr Sanders! How are you?’

‘Why, if it isn’t Master George!l’ said the old
fellow with a grin. George grinned to. She loved
being called Master instead of Miss.

‘These are my cousins,” shouted George. She
turned to the others. ‘He’s deaf,’ she said. ‘You’ll
have to shout to make him hear.’

‘I’'m Julian,’ said Julian in a loud voice and
the others said their names too. The farmer beamed
at them.

‘You come along in and see the Missis,” he
said. ‘She’ll be rare pleased to see you all. We've
known Master George since she was a baby , and
we knew her mother when she was a baby too, and
we knew her granny as well.’

‘You must be very, very old,’ said Anne.

The farmer smiled down at her.

‘As old as my tongue and a little older than my
teeth!’ he said, chuckling. ‘Come away in now.’

They all went into the big, warm farm-house
kitchen, where a little old woman, as lively as a
bantam hen, was bustling about. She was just as
pleased to see the four children as her husband
was.

‘Well, there now!’ she said. ‘I haven’t seen you
for months, Master George. I did hear that you’d
gone away to school.’

210



‘Yes, I did,’ said George. ‘But I’'m home for the
holidays now. Does it matter if I let Timothy loose,
Mrs Sanders? I think he’ll be friendly if your dogs
are, too.’

‘Yes, you let him loose,” said the old lady.
‘He’ll have a fine time in the farm-yard with Ben
and Rikky. Now what would you like to drink? Hot
milk? Cocoa? Coffee? And I’ve some new short-
bread baked yesterday. You shall have some of
that.’

‘Ah, the wife’s very busy this week, cooking up
all sorts of things,’ said the old farmer, as his wife
bustled off to the larder. ‘We’ve company this
Christmas!’

‘Have you?’ said George, surprised, for she
knew that the old pair had never had any children
of their own. ‘Who is coming? Anyone I know?’

‘Two artists from London Town!’ said the old
farmer. ‘Wrote and asked us to take them for three
weeks over Christmas — and offered us good
money too. So the old wife’'s as busy as a bee.’

‘Are they going to paint pictures?’ asked
Julian, who rather fancied himself as an artist,
too. ’'I wonder if I could come and talk to them
some day. I’'m rather good at pictures myself. They
might give me a few hints.’

‘You come along whenever you like,” said old
Mrs Sanders, making cocoa in a big jug. She set
out a plate of most delicious-looking shortbreads,
and the children ate them hungrily.

‘T should think the two artists will be rather
lonely down here, in the depths of the country at
Christmas-time,” said George. ‘Do they know
anyone?’

‘They say they don’t know a soul,” said Mrs
Sanders. ‘But there — artists are queer folk. I've
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had some here before. They seemed to like mooning
about all alone. These two will be happy enough,
I’ll be bound.’

‘They should be, with all the good things
you’re cooking up for them,’ said her old husband.
‘Well, I must be out after the sheep. Good-day to
you, youngsters. Come again and see us some-
times.’

He went out. Old Mrs Sanders chattered on to
the children as she bustled about the big kitchen.
Timothy ran in and settled down on the rug by the
fire.

He suddenly saw a tabby cat slinking along by
the wall, all her hairs on end with fear of the
strange dog. He gave a delighted wuff and sprang
at the cat. She fled out of the kitchen into the old
panelled hall. Tim flew after her, taking no notice
at all of George’s stern shout.

The cat tried to leap on top of an old grand-
father clock in the hall. With a joyous bark Tim
sprang too. He flung himself against a polished
panel — and then a most extraordinary thing hap-
pened!

The panel disappeared — and a dark hole
showed in the old walll George, who had followed
Tim out into the hall, gave a loud cry of surprise.
’Look! Mrs Sanders, come and look!’
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CHAPTER FOUR
An exciting discovery

Old Mrs Sanders and the other three children
rushed out into the hall when they heard George'’s
shout.

‘What’s up?’ cried Julian. ‘What’s happened?’

‘Tim sprang at the cat, missed her, and fell hard
against the panelled wall,” said George, ‘And the
panel moved, and look — there’s a hole in the walll’

‘It’s a secret panell’ cried Dick, in excitement,
peering into the hole. ‘Golly! Did you know there
was one here, Mrs Sanders?’

‘Oh yes,’ said the old lady. ‘This house is full
of funny things like that. I'm very careful when I
polish that panel, because if I rub too hard in the
top corner, it always slides back.’

‘What’s behind the panel?’ asked Julian. The
hole was only about the width of his head, and
when he stuck his head inside, he could see only
darkness. The wall itself was about eight inches be-
hind the paneling, and was of stone.

‘Get a candle, do get a candlel’ said Anne,
thrilled. ‘You haven’t got a torch, have you, Mrs
Sanders?’

‘No,’ said the old woman. ‘But you can get a
candle if you like. There’s one on the kitchen man-
telpiece.’

Anne shot off to get it. Julian lighted it and
put it into the hole behind the panel. The others
pushed against him to try and peep inside.

‘Don’t,’ said Julian, impatiently. ‘Wait your
turn, sillies! Let me have a look.’
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He had a good look, but there didn’t really
seem anything to see. It was all darkness behind,
and stone wall. He gave the candle to Dick, and
then each of the children had a turn at peeping.
Old Mrs Sanders had gone back to the kitchen. She
was used to the sliding panel!

‘She said this house was full of queer things
like that,” said Anne. ‘What other things are there,
do you think? Let’s ask her.’

They slid the panel back into place and went to
find Mrs Sanders. ‘Mrs Sanders, what other funny
things are there in Kirrin Farm-house?’ asked
Julian.

‘There’s cupboard upstairs with a false
back,” said Mrs Sanders. ‘Don’t look so ex-
cited! There’s nothing in it at alll And there’s
a big stone over there by the fireplace that
pulls up to show a hidey-hole. I suppose in the
old days people wanted good hiding-places for
things.’

The children ran to the stone she pointed out.
It had an iron ring in it, and was easily pulled up.
Below was a hollowed-out place, big enough to take
a small box. It was empty now, but all the same it
looked exciting.

‘Where’s the cupboard?’ asked Julian.

‘My old legs are too tired to go traipsing up-
stairs this morning,’ said the farmer’s wife. ‘But
you can go yourselves. Up the stairs, turn to the
right, and go into the second door you see. The cup-
board is at the bottom till you come across a dent in
the wood. Press it hard, and the false back slides to
the side.’

The four children and Timothy ran up-
stairs as fast as they could, munching short-
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bread as they went. This really was a very ex-
citing morning!

They found the cupboard and opened the door.
All four went down on hands and knees to press
round the bottom of the cupboard to find the
dented place. Anne found it.

‘I’ve got it!’ she cried. She pressed hard, but
her little fingers were not strong enough to work
the mechanism of the sliding back. Julian had to
help her.

There was a creaking noise, and the children
saw the false back of the cupboard sliding side-
ways. A big space showed behind, large enough to
take a fairly thin man.

‘A jolly good hiding-place,” said Julian.
‘Anyone could hide there and no one would ever
know!’

‘T’ll get in and you shut me up,’ said Dick. ‘It
would be exciting.’

He got into the space. Julian slid the back
across, and Dick could no.longer be seen!

‘Bit of a tight fit!’ he called. ‘And awfully dark!
Let me out again.’

The children all took turns at going into the
space behind the back of the cupboard and being
shut up. Anne didn’t like it very much.

They went down to the warm kitchen again.
‘It’s a most exciting cupboard, Mrs Sanders’, said
Julian. ‘I do wish we lived in a house like this, full
of secretsl’

‘Can we come and play in that cupboard again?’
asked George.

‘No, I'm afraid you can’t, Master George,’ said
Mrs Sanders. ‘That room where the cupboard is, is
one the two gentlemen are going to have.’
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‘Oh!l’ said Julian, disappointed. ‘Shall
you tell them about the sliding back, Mrs San-
ders?’

‘T don’t expect so,’ said the old lady. ‘It’s only
you children that get excited about things like that,
bless you. Two gentlemen wouldn’t think twice
about it.’

‘How funny grown-ups are!’ said Anne, puz-
zled. ‘I’'m quite certain I shall be thrilled to see a
sliding panel or a trap-door even when I’'m a hun-
dred.’

‘Same here,’ said Dick. ‘Could I just go and
look into the sliding panel in the hall once more,
Mrs Sanders? I'll take the candle.’

Dick never knew why he suddenly wanted to
have another look. It was just an idea he had. The
others didn’t bother to go with him, for there re-
ally was nothing to see behind the panelling except
the old stone wall.

Dick took the candle and went into the hall. He
pressed on the panel at the top arfld it slid back. He
put the candle inside and had another good look.
There was nothing at all to be seen. Dick took out
his head and put in his arm, stretching along the
wall as far as his hand would reach. He was just
about to take it back when his fingers found a hole
in the wall.

‘Funnyl’ said Dick. ‘Why should there be a
hole in the stone wall just there?’ ’

He stuck in his finger and thumb and worked
them about. He felt a little ridge inside the wall,
rather like a bird’s perch, and was able to get hold
of it. He wriggled his fingers about the perch, but
nothing happened. Then he got a good hold and
pulled.
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The stone came right out! Dick was so surprised
that he let go the heavy stone and it fell to the
ground behind the panelling with a crash!

The noise brought the .others out into the hall.
‘Whatever are you doing, Dick?’ said Julian.
‘Have you broken something?’

‘No,’ said Dick, his face reddening with excite-
ment. ‘I say — I put my hand in here — and found
a hole in one of the stones the wall is made of —
and I got hold of a sort of ridge with my finger and
thumb and pulled. The stone came right out, and I
got such a surprise I let go. It fell, and that’s what
you heard!’

‘Golly!l’ said Julian, trying to push Dick away
from the open panel. ‘Let me see.’

‘No, Julian,’” said Dick, pushing him away.
‘This is my discovery. Wait till I see if I can feel
anything in the hole. It’s difficult to get at!’

The others waited impatiently. Julian could
hardly prevent himself from pushing Dick right
away. Dick put his arm in as far as he could, and
curved his hand round to get into the space behind
where the stone had been. His fingers felt about
and he closed them round something that felt like
a book. Cautiously and carefully he brought it out.

‘An old book!’ he said.

‘What’s in it?’ cried Anne.

They turned the pages carefully. They were so
dry and brittle that some of them fell into dust.

‘I think it’s a book of recipes,’ said Anne, as
her sharp eyes read a few words in the old brown,
faded handwriting. ‘Let’s take it to Mrs Sanders.’

The children carried the book to the old lady.
She laughed at their beaming faces. She took the
book and looked at it, not at all excited.
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‘Yes,’ she said. ‘It’s book of recipes, that’s all
it is. See the name in the front — Alice Mary San-
ders — that must have been my great-grand-
mother. She was famous for her medicines, I know.
It was said she could cure any ill in man or animal,
no matter what it was.’

‘It’s a pity it’s so hard to read her writing,’
said Julian, disappointed. ‘The whole book is fall-
ing to pieces too. It must be very old.’

‘Do you think there’s anything else in that hi-
deyhole?’ asked Anne. ‘Julian, you go and put your
arm in, it’s longer than Dick’s.’

‘There didn’t seem to be anything else at all,’
said Dick. ‘It’s a very small place — just a few in-
ches of hollow space behind that brick or stone that
fell down.’

‘Well, I’ll just put my hand in and see,’ said
Julian. They all went back into the hall. Julian put
his arm into the open panel, and slid it along the
wall to where the stone had fallen out. His hand
went into the space there, and his long fingers
groped about, feeling for anything else that might
be there.

There was something else, something soft and
flat that felt like leather. Eagerly the boy’s fingers
closed over it and he drew it out carefully, half
afraid that it might fall to pieces with age.

‘I’ve got something!’ he said, his eyes gleaming
brightly. ‘Look — what is it?’

The others crowded round. ‘It’s rather like
Daddy’s tobacco pouch,’ said Anne, feeling it. ‘The
same shape. Is there anything inside?’

It was a tobacco pouch, very dark brown, made
of soft leather and very much worn. Carefully
Julian undid the flap, and unrolled the leather.
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A few bits of black tobacco were still in the
pouch — but there was something else, tool Tightly
rolled up in the last bit of pouch was a piece of
linen. Julian took it out and unrolled it. He put it
flat on the hall-table.

The children stared at it. There were marks and
signs on the linen, done in black ink that had hard-
ly faded. But the four of them could not make head
or tail of the marks.

‘It’s not a map,’ said Julian. ‘It seems a sort of
code, or something. I do wonder what it means. I
wish we could make it out. It must be some sort of
secret.’

The children stared at the piece of linen, very
thrilled. It was so old — and contained some kind
of secret. Whatever could it be?

They ran to show it to Mrs Sanders. She was
studying the old recipe book, and her face glowed
with pleasure as she raised it to look at the excited
children.

‘This book’s a wonder!’ she said. ‘I can hardly
read the writing, but here’s a recipe for backache. I
shall try it myself. My back aches so much at the
end of the day. Now, you listen...’

But the children didn’t want to listen to recipes
for backache. They pushed the piece of linen on to
Mrs Sanders’s lap.

‘Look! What’s this about, Mrs Sanders? Do you
know? We found it in a kind of tobacco pouch in
that place behind the panel.’

Mrs Sanders took off her glasses, polished
them, and put them on again. She looked carefully
at the piece of linen with its strange marks.

She shook her head. ‘No — this doesn’t make
any sense to me. And what’s this now — it looks
like an old tobacco pouch. Ah, my John would like
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that, I guess. He’s got such an old one that it
won’t hold his tobacco any more! This is old too —
but there’s a lot of wear in it yet.’

‘Mrs Sanders, do you want this piece of linen
too? asked Julian, anxiously. He was longing to
take it home and study it. He felt certain there was
some kind of exciting secret hidden there, and he
could not bear the thought of leaving it with Mrs
Sanders.

‘You take it, Master Julian, if you want it,’
said Mrs Sanders, with a laugh. ‘I’ll keep the
recipes for myself, and John shall have the pouch.
You can have the old rag if you want it, though it
beats me why you set such store by it! Ah, here’s
John!’

She raised her voice and shouted to the deaf old
man. ‘Hey, John, here’s tobacco pouch for you.
The children found it somewhere behind that panel
that opens in the hall.’

John took it and fingered it. ‘It’s a queer one,’
he said ‘But better than mine. Well, youngsters, 1
don’t want to hurry you, but it’s one o’clock now,
and you’'d best be going if it’s near your dinner-
timel’

‘Gracious!’ said Julian. ‘We shall be late! Good-
bye, Mrs Sanders, and thanks awfully for the
shortbread and this old rag. We'll try our best to
make out what’'s on it and tell you. Hurry,
everyonel Where’s Tim? Come on, Timothy, we're
latel’

The five of them ran off quickly. They re-
ally were late, and had to run most of the
way, which meant that it was difficult to talk.
But they were so excited about their morning
that they panted remarks to one another as
they went.
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‘l wonder what this old rag says!’ panted
Julian. ‘I mean to find out. I’'m sure it’s some-
thing mysterious.’

‘Shall we tell anyone?’ asked Dick.

‘Nol’ said George. ‘Let’s keep it a secret.’

‘If Anne starts to give away anything, kick her
under the table, like we did last summer,’” said
Julian, with a grin. Poor Anne always found it dif-
ficult to keep a secret, and often had to be nudged
or kicked when she began to give things away.

‘I won’t say a word,’” said Anne, indignantly.
‘And don’t you dare to kick me. It only makes me
cry out and then the grown-ups want to know
why.’

‘We’ll have a good old puzzle over this piece of
linen after dinner,’” said Julian. ‘I bet we’ll find
out what it says, if we really make up our minds
tol’

‘Here we are,’ said George. ‘Not too late. Hallo,
Mother! We won’t be a minute washmg our handsl!
We’ve had a lovely time.’



CHAPTER FIVE
An unpleasant walk

After dinner the four children went upstairs to
the boys’ bedroom and spread out the bit of linen
on a table there. There were words here and there,
scrawled in rough printing. There was the sign of a
compass, with E marked clearly for East. There
were eight rough squares, and in one of them,
right in the middle, was a cross. It was all very
mysterious.

‘You know, I believe these words are Latin,’
said Julian, trying to make them out. ‘But I can’t
read them properly. And I expect if I could read
them, I wouldn’t know what they meant. I wish we
knew someone who could read Latin like this.’

‘Could your father, George?’ asked Anne.

‘I expect so,” said George. But nobody wanted
to ask George’s father. He might take the curious
old rag away. He might forget all about it, he
might even burn it. Scientists were such queer
people.

‘What about Mr Roland?’ said Dick. ‘He’s
tutor. He knows Latin.’

‘We won’t ask him till we know a bit more
about him,’ said Julian, cautiously. ‘He seems

quite jolly and nice — but you never know.
Oh, blow — I wish we could make this out, I
really do.’

‘There are two words at the top,” said Dick, and
he tried to spell them out. ‘VIA OCCULTA.’ ‘What
do you think they could mean, Julian?’
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‘Well — the only thing I can think of that they
can mean is — Secret Way, or something like
that,’” said Julian, screwing up his forehead into a
frown.

‘Secret Way!’ said Anne, her eyes shining. ‘Oh,
I hope it’s that! Secret Wayl How exciting. What
sort of secret way would it be, Julian?’

‘How do I know, Anne, silly?’ said Julian. ‘I
don’t even know that the words are meant to mean
«Secret Ways. It’s really a guess on my part.’

‘If they did mean that — the linen might have
directions to find the Secret Way, whatever it is,’
said Dick. ‘Oh Julian — isn’t it exasperating that
we can’t read it? Do, do try. You know more Latin
than I do.’

‘It’s so hard to read the funny old letters,’ said
Julian, trying again. ‘No — it’s no good at all. I
can’t make them out.’

Steps came up the stairs, and the door opened.
Mr Roland looked in.

‘Hallo, hallo!’ he said. ‘I wondered where you
all were. What about a walk over the cliffs?’

‘We’ll come,” said Julian, rolling up the old
rag.

‘What have you got there? Anything interes-
ting?’ asked Mr Roland.

‘It’s a — ’began Anne, and at once all the
others began to talk, afraid that Anne was going to
give the secret away.

‘It’s a wonderful afternoon for a walk.’

‘Come on, let’s get our things onl’

‘Tim, Tim, where are you?’ George gave a
piercing whistle. Tim was under the bed and came
bounding out. Anne went red as she guessed why
all the others had interrupted her so quickly.
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‘Idiot,’ said Julian, under his breath. ’Baby.’

Fortunately Mr Roland said no more about the
piece of linen he had seen Julian rolling up. He
was looking at Tim.

‘I suppose he must come,” he said. George
stared at him in indignation.

‘Of course he must!’ she said. ‘We never never
go anywhere without Timothy.’

Mr Roland went downstairs, and the children
got ready to go out. George was scowling. The very
idea of leaving Tim behind made her angry.

‘You nearly gave our secret away, you silly,’
said Dick to Anne.

‘I didn’t think,’ said the little girl, looking
ashamed of herself. ‘Anyway, Mr Roland
seems very nice. I think we might ask him if
he could help us to understand those funny
words.’

‘You leave that to me to decide,’ said Julian,
crossly. ‘Now don’t you dare to say a word.’

They all set out, Timothy too. Mr Roland need
not have worried about the dog, for Timothy would
not go near him. It was very queer, really. He kept
away from the tutor, and took not the slightest no-
tice of him even when Mr Roland spoke to him.

‘He’s not usually like that,” said Dick. ‘He’s a
most friendly dog, really.’

‘Well, as I've got to live in the same house
with him, I must try and make him friends with
me,’ said the tutor. ‘Hi, Timothy! Come here! I've
got a biscuit in my pocket.’ ’

Timothy pricked up his ears at the word ‘bi-
scuit’ but did not even look towards Mr Roland. He
put his tail down and went to George. She patted
him.

224



‘If he doesn’t like anyone, not even a biscuit or
a bone will make him go to them when he is called,’
she said.

Mr Roland gave it up. He put the biscuit back
into his pocket. ‘He’s a queer-looking dog, isn’t
he?’ he said. ‘A terrible mongrell I must say I
prefer well-bred dogs.’

George went purple in the face. ‘He’s not queer
- lookingl’ she spluttered. ‘He’s not nearly so
queer-looking as youl He’s not a terrible mongrel.
He’s the best dog in the world!’

‘I think you are being a little rude,” said Mr
Roland, stiffly. ‘I don’t allow my pupils to be chee-
ky, Georgina.’

Calling her Georgina made George still more
furious. She lagged behind with Tim, looking as
black as a thundercloud. The others felt uncom-
fortable. They knew what tempers George got into,
and how difficult she could be. She had been so
much better and happier since the summer, when
they had come to stay for the first time. They did
hope she wasn’t going to be silly and get into rows.
It would spoil the Christmas holidays.

Mr Roland took no more notice of George. He
did not speak to her, but strode on ahead with the
others, doing his best to be jolly. He could really be
very funny, and the boys began to laugh at him.
He took Anne’s hand, and the little girl jumped
along beside him, enjoying the walk.

Julian felt sorry for George. It wasn’t nice to
be left out of things, and he knew how George
hated anything like that. He wondered if he dared
to put in a good word for her. It might make
things easier.

‘Mr Roland, sir,” he began. ‘Could you call my
cousin by the name she likes — George — she sim-
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ply hates Georgina. And she’s very fond of Tim.
She can’t bear anyone to say horrid things about
him.’
‘Mr Roland looked surprised. ‘My dear boy, I
am sure you mean well,” he said, in rather a dry
sort of voice, ‘but I hardly think I want your ad-
vice about any of my pupils. I shall follow my own
wishes in my treatment of Georgina, not yours. I
want to be friends with you all and I am sure we
shall be — but Georgina has, got to be sensible, as
you three are.’

Julian felt rather squashed. He went red and
looked at Dick. Dick gave him a squeeze on his
arm. The boys knew George could be silly and diffi-
cult, especially if anyone didn’t like her beloved
dog — but they thought Mr Roland might try to be
a bit more understanding too. Dick slipped behind
and walked with George.

‘You needn’t walk with me,’ said George at
once, her blue eyes glinting. ‘Walk with your
friend Mr Roland.’

‘He isn’t my friend,’ said Dick. ‘Don’t be silly.’

‘I’'m not silly,” said George, in a tight sort of
voice. ‘I heard you all laughing and joking with
him. You go on and have a good laugh again. I've
got Timothy.’

‘George, it’s Christmas holidays,” said Dick.
‘Do let’s all be friends. Do. Don’t let’s spoil Christ-
mas.’

‘T can’t like anyone who doesn’t like Tim,’ said
George, obstinately.

‘Well, after all, Mr Roland did offer him a bi-
scuit,” said Dick, trying to make peace as hard as
he could.

George said nothing. Her small face looked
fierce. Dick tried again.
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‘George! Promise to try and be nice till Christ-
mas is over, anyway. Don’t let’s spoil Christmas,
for goodness’ sakel Come on, George.’

‘All right,’ said George, at last. ‘I’ll try.’

‘Come and walk with us then,’ said Dick. So
George caught up the others, and tried not to look
too sulky. Mr Roland guessed that Dick had been
trying to make George behave, and he included her
in his talk. He could not make her laugh, but she
did at least answer politely.

‘Is that Kirrin Farm-house?’ asked Mr Roland,
as they came in sight of the farm.

‘Yes. Do you know it?’ asked Julian, in sur-
prise.

‘No, no,’ said Mr Roland, at once. ‘I’ve heard
of it, and wondered if that was the place.’

‘We went there this morning,’ said Anne. ‘It's
an exciting place.” She looked at the others, wonde-
ring if they would mind if she said anything about
the things they had seen that morning. Julian
thought for a moment. After all, it couldn’t matter
telling him about the stone in the kitchen and the
false back to the cupboard. Mrs Sanders would tell
anyone that. He could speak about the sliding
panel in the hall too, and say they had found an
old recipe book there. He did not need to say any-
thing about the old bit of marked linen.

So he told their tutor about the exciting things
they had seen at the old farm-house, but said noth-
ing at all about the linen and its strange markings.
Mr Roland listened with the greatest interest.

‘This is all very remarkable,’ he said. ‘Very re-
markable indeed. Most interesting. You say the old
couple live there quite alone?’

‘Well, they are having two people to stay over
Christmas,’ said Dick, ‘Artists. Julian thought he
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would go over and talk to them. He can paint aw-
fully well, you know.’

‘Can he really?’ said Mr Roland. ‘Well, he
must show me some of his pictures. But I don’t
think he’d better go and worry the artists at the
farm-house. They might not like it.’

This remark made Julian feel obstinate. He
made up his mind at once that he would go and talk
to the two artists when he got the chance!

It was quite a pleasant walk on the whole ex-
cept that George was quiet, and Timothy would not
go anywhere near Mr Roland. When they came to a
frozen pond Dick threw sticks on it for Tim to
fetch. It was so funny to see him go slithering
about on his long legs, trying to run properly!

Everyone threw sticks for the dog, and Tim
fetched all the sticks except Mr Roland’s. When
the tutor threw a stick the dog looked at it and took
no more notice. It was almost as if he had said.
‘What, your stick! No thank youl!’

‘Now, home we go,’ said Mr Roland, trying not
to look annoyed with Tim. ‘We shall just be in time
for teal’



CHAPTER SIX
Lessons with Mr Roland

Next morning the children felt a little gloomy.
Lessons! How horrid in the holidays! Still, Mr Ro-
land wasn’t so bad. The children had not had him
with them in the sitting-room the night before, be-
cause he had gone to talk to their uncle. So they
were able to get out the mysterious bit of linen
again and pore over it.

But it wasn’t a bit of good. Nobody could make
anything of it at all. Secret Wayl What did it
mean? Was it really directions for a Secret Way?
And where was the way, and why was it secret? It
was most exasperating not to be able to find out.

‘T really feel we’ll have to ask someone soon,’
Julian had said with a sigh. ‘I can’t bear this mys-
tery much longer. I keep on and on thinking of it.’

He had dreamt of it too that night, and now it
was morning, with lessons ahead. He wondered
what lesson Mr Roland would take - Latin per-
haps. Then he could ask him what the words ‘VIA
OCCULTA’ meant.

Mr Roland had seen all their reports and had
noted the subjects they were weak in. One was
Latin, and another was French. Maths were very
weak in both Dick’s- report and George’s. Both
children must be helped on in those. Geometry was
Julian’s weakest spot.

Anne was not supposed to need any coaching.
‘But if you like to come along and join us, I'll give
you some painting to do,’ said Mr Roland, his blue
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eyes twinkling at her. He liked Anne. She was not
difficult and sulky like George.

Anne loved painting. ‘Oh, yes,’ she said, hap-
pily, ‘I'd love to do some painting. I can paint
flowers, Mr Roland. I’ll paint you some red poppies
and blue cornflowers out of my head.’

‘We will start at half-past nine,” said Mr Ro-
land. ‘We are to work in the sitting-room. Take
your school-books there, and be ready punctually.’

So all the children were there, sitting round a
table, their books in front of them, at half-past
nine. Anne had some painting water and her paint-
ing-box. The others looked at her enviously. Lucky
Anne, to be doing painting while they worked hard
at difficult things like Latin and maths!

‘Where’s Timothy?’ asked Julian in a low voice,
as they waited for their tutor to come in.

‘Under the table,” said George, defiantly. I'm
sure he’ll lie still. Don’t any of you say anything
about him. I want him there. I'm not going to do
lessons without Tim here.’

‘I don’t see why he shouldn’t be here with us,’
said Dick. ‘He’s very very good. Shl Here comes Mr
Roland.’

The tutor came in, his black beard bristling
round his mouth and chin. His eyes looked very
piercing in the pale winter sunlight that filtered
into the room. He told the children to sit down.

‘I’ll have a look at your exercise books first,” he
said, ‘and see what you were doing last term. You
come first, Julian.’

Soon the little class were working quietly
together. Anne was very busy painting a bright
picture of poppies and cornflowers. Mr Roland ad-
mired it very much. Anne thought he really was
very nice.
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Suddenly there was a huge sigh from under the
table. It was Tim, tired of lying so still. Mr Roland
looked up, surprised. George at once sighed heav-
ily, hoping that Mr Roland would think it was she
who had sighed before.

‘You sound tired, Georgina,” said Mr Roland.
‘You shall all have a little break at eleven.’

George frowned. She hated being called Georgi-
na. She put her foot cautiously on Timothy to warn
him not to make any more noises. Tim licked her
foot.

After a while, just when the class was at its
very quietest, Tim felt a great wish to scratch him-
self very hard on his back. He got up. He sat down
again with a thump, gave a grunt, and began to
scratch himself furiously. The children all began to
make noises to hide the sounds that Tim was mak-
ing.

George clattered her feet on the floor. Julian
began to cough, and let one of his books slip to the
ground. Dick jiggled the table and spoke to Mr Ro-
land.

‘Oh dear, this sum is so hard; it really isl I keep
doing it and doing it, and it simply won’t come
right!’

‘Why all this sudden noise?’ said Mr Roland in
surprise. ‘Stop tapping the floor with your feet,
Georgina.’

Tim settled down quietly again. The children
gave a sigh of relief. They became quiet, and Mr
Roland told Dick to come to him with his maths
book.

The tutor took it, and stretched his legs out
under the table, leaning back to speak to Dick. To
his enormous surprise his feet struck something
soft and warm — and then something nipped him
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sharply on the ankle! He drew in his feet with a cry
of pain.

The children stared at him. He bent down and
looked under the table. ‘It’s that dog,’ he said, in
disgust. ‘The brute snapped at my ankles. He has
made a hole in my trousers. Take him out, Georgi-
na.’

Georgina said nothing. She sat as though she
had not heard.

‘She won’t answer if you call her Georgina,’
Julian reminded him.

‘She’ll answer me whatever I call her,” said Mr
Roland, in a low and angry voice. ‘I won’t have
that dog in here. If you don’t take him out this
very minute, Georgina, I will go to your father.’

George looked at him. She knew perfectly well
that if she didn’t take Tim out, and Mr Roland
went to her father, he would order Timothy to live
in the garden kennel, and that would be dreadful.
There was absolutely nothing to be done but obey.
Red in the face, a huge frown almost hiding her
eyes, she got up and spoke to Tim.

‘Come on, Tim! I’m not surprised you bit him. I
would, too, if I were a dog!’

‘There is no need to be rude, Georgina,’ said Mr
Roland, angrily.

The others stared at George. They wondered
how she dared to say things like that. When she
got fierce it seemed as if she didn’t care for anyone
at alll

‘Come back as soon as you have put the dog
out,’ said Mr Roland.

George scowled, but came back in a few
minutes. She felt caught. Her father was
friendly with Mr Roland, and knew how dif-
ficult George was — if she behaved as badly
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as she felt she would like to, it would be Tim
who would suffer, for he would certainly be
banished from the house. So for Tim’s sake
George obeyed the tutor — but from that mo-
ment she disliked him and resented him bit-
terly with all her fierce little heart.

The others were sorry for George and Timothy,
but they did not share the little girl’s intense dis-
like of the new tutor. He often made them laugh.
He was patient with their mistakes. He was willing
to show them how to make paper darts and ships,
and to do funny little tricks. Julian and Dick
thought these were fun, and stored them up to try
on the other boys when they went back to school.

After lessons that morning the children went
out for half an hour in the frosty sunshine. George
called Tim.

‘Poor old boy!’ she said. ‘What a shame to
turn you out of the room! Whatever did you
snap at Mr Roland for? I think it was a very
good idea, Tim — but I really don’t know
what made you!’

‘George, you can’t play about with Mr Roland,’
said Julian. ‘You’ll only get into trouble. He’s
tough. He won’t stand much from any of us. But I
think he’ll be quite a good sport if we get on the
right side of him.’

‘Well, get on the right side of him if you like,’
said George, in rather a sneering voice. ‘I’'m not
going to. If I don’t like a person, I don’t — and I
don’t like him.’

‘Why? Just because he doesn’t like Tim?’ asked
Dick.

‘Mostly because of that — but because he makes
me feel prickly down my back,” said George. ‘I
don’t like his nasty mouth.’
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‘But you can’t see it,’ said Julian. ‘It’s covered
with his moustache and beard.’

‘I’ve seen his lips through them,’ said George,
obstinately. ‘They’re thin and cruel. You look and
see. I don’t like thin-lipped people. They are always
spiteful and hard. And I don’t like his cold eyes
either. You can suck up to him all you like. I
shan’t.

Julian refused to get angry with the stubborn
little girl. He laughed at her. ‘We’re not going to
suck up to him,’ he said. ‘We’re just going to be
sensible, that’s all. You be sensible too, George, old
thing.’

But once George had made up her mind about
something nothing would alter her. She cheered up
when she heard that they were all to go Christmas
shopping on the bus that afternoon — without Mr
Roland! He was going to watch an experiment that
her father was going to show him.

‘I will take you into the nearest town and you
shall shop to your hearts content,” said Aunt
Funny to the children. ‘Then we will have tea in a
tea-shop and catch the six o’clock bus home.’

This was fun. They caught the afternoon bus
and rumbled along the deep country lanes till they
got to the town. The shops looked very gay and
bright. The children had brought their money with
them, and were very busy indeed, buying all kinds
of things. There were so many people to get pres-
ents forl

‘I suppose we’d better get something for Mr Ro-
land, hadn’t we?’ said Julian.

‘’'m going to,” said Anne. ‘I'm going to buy
him a packet of cigarettes. I know the kind he
smokes.’
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‘Fancy buying Mr Roland a present!’ said
George, in her scornful voice.

‘Why shouldn’t she, George?’ asked her
mother, in surprise. ‘Oh dear, I hope you are going
to be sensible about him, and not take a violent dis-
like to the poor man. I don’t want him to complain
to your father about you.’

‘What are you going to buy for Tim, George?’
asked Julian, changing the subject quickly.

‘The largest bone the butcher has got,” said
George. ‘What are you going to buy him?’

‘I guess if Tim had money, he would buy us
each a present,’ said Anne, taking hold of the thick
hair round Tim’s neck, and pulling 1t lovingly.
‘He’s the best dog in the world!’

George forgave Anne for saying she would buy
Mr Roland a present, when the little girl said that
about Tim! She cheered up again and began to plan
what she would buy for everyone.

They had a fine tea, and caught the six o’clock
bus back. Aunt Fanny went to see if the cook had
given the two men their tea. She came out of the
study beaming.

‘Really, I've never seen your uncle so jolly,’ she
said to Julian and Dick. ‘He and Mr Roland are
getting on like a house on fire. He has been show-
ing your tutor quite a lot of his experiments. It’s
nice for him to have someone to talk to that knows
a little about these things.’

Mr Roland played games with the children that
evening. Tim was in the room, and the tutor tried
again to make friends with him, but the dog re-
fused to take any notice of him.

‘As sulky as his little mistress!’ said the tutor,
with a laughing look at George, who was watching
Tim refuse to go to Mr Roland, and looking rather
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pleased about it. She gave the tutor a scowl and
said nothing.

‘Shall we ask him whether « VIA OCCULTA » re-
ally does mean «Secret Way» or not, tomorrow?’
said Julian to Dick, as they undressed that night.
‘I’'m just longing to know if it does. What do you
think of Mr Roland, Dick?’

‘T don’t really quite know,’ said Dick. ‘I like
lots of things about him, but then I suddenly don’t
like him at all. I don’t like his eyes. And George is
quite right about his lips. They are so thin there’s
hardly anything of them at all.’

‘I think he’s all right,’ said Julian. ‘He won’t
stand any nonsense, that’s all. I wouldn’t mind
showing him the whole piece of rag and asking him
to make out its meaning for us.’

‘I thought you said it was to be a proper secret,’
said Dick.

‘I know — but what’s the use of a secret we
don’t know the meaning of ourselves?’ said Julian.
‘T’ll tell you what we could do — ask him to ex-
plain the words to us, and not show him the bit of
linen.’

‘But we can’t read some of the words our-
selves,’ said Dick. ¢ So that’s no use. You’d have to
show him the whole thing, and tell him where we
got it.’

‘Well, I'll see,’” said Julian, getting into bed.

The next day there were lessons agdin from
half-past nine to half-past twelve. George appeared
without Tim. She was angry at having to do this,
but it was no good being defiant and refusing to
come to lessons without Tim. Now that he had
snapped at Mr Roland, he had definitely put him-
self in the wrong, and the tutor had every right to
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refuse to allow him to come. But George looked
very sulky indeed.

In the Latin lesson Julian took the chance of
asking what he wanted to know. ‘Please, Mr Ro-
land,’ he said, ‘could you tell me what «VIA OC-
CULTA» means?’

'« VIA OCCULTA»?’ said Mr Roland, frowning.
‘Yes — it means «Secret Path»s, or «Secret Road».
A hidden way — something like that. Why do you
want to know?’

All the children were listening eagerly. Their
hearts thumped with excitement. So Julian had
been right. That funny bit of rag contained direc-
tions for some hidden way, some secret path — but
where tol Where did it begin, and end?

‘Oh — I just wanted to know,’ said Julian.
‘Thank you, sir.’

He winked at the others. He was as excited as
they were. If only, only they could make out the
rest of the markings, they might be able to solve
the mystery. Well — perhaps he would ask Mr Ro-
land in a day or two. The secret must be solved
somehow.

'«The Secret Way»’ said Julian to himself, as
he worked out a problem in geometry. ’«The Secret
Way». I'll find it somehow.’



CHAPTER SEVEN
Directions for the Secret Way

For the next day or two the four children did
not really have much time to think about the Secret
Way, became Christmas was coming near, and
there was a good deal to do.

There were Christmas cards to draw and paint
for their mothers and fathers and friends. There
was the house to decorate. They went out with Mr
Roland to find sprays of holly, and came home
laden.

‘You look like a Christmas card your-
selves,” said Aunt Fanny, as they walked up
the garden path, carrying the red-berried holly
over their shoulders. Mr Roland had found a
group of trees with tufts of mistletoe growing
from the top branches, and they had brought
some of that too. Its berries shone like pale
green pearls.

‘Mr Roland had to climb the tree to get this,’
said Anne. ‘He’s a good climber — as good as a
monkey.’

Everyone laughed except George. She never
laughed at anything to do with the tutor. They all
dumped their loads down in the porch, and went to
wash. They were to decorate the house that eve-
ning.

‘Is Uncle going to let his study be decorated
too?’ asked Anne. There were all kinds of strange
instruments and glass tubes in the study now, and
the children looked at them with wonder whenever
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they ventured into the study, which was very sel-
dom.

‘No, my study is certainly not to be messed
about,” said Uncle Quentin, at once. ‘I wouldn’t
hear of it.’

‘Uncle, why do you have all these funny things
in your study?’ asked Anne, looking round with
wide eyes.

Uncle Quentin laughed. ‘I’'m looking for a se-
cret formulal’ he said.

‘What’s that?’ said Anne.

‘You wouldn’t understand,’ said her uncle. ‘All
these «funny thingss as you call them, help me in
my experiments, and I put down in my book what
they tell me — and from all I learn I work out a se-
cret formula, that will be of great use when it is
finished.’

‘You want to know a secret formula, and we
want to know a secret way,’ said Anne, quite for-
getting that she was not supposed to talk about
this.

Julian was standing by the door. He frowned at
Anne. Luckily Uncle Quentin was not paying any
more attention to the little girl’s chatter. Julian
pulled her out of the room.

‘Anne, the only way to stop you giving away se-
crets is to sew up your mouth, like Brer Rabbit
wanted to do to Mister Dog!’ he said.

Joanna the cook was busy baking Christmas
cakes. An enormous turkey had been sent over
from Kirrin Farm, and was hanging up in the lar-
der. Timothy thought it smelt glorious, and Joanna
was always shooing him out of the kitchen.

There were boxes of crackers on the shelf in the
sitting-room, and mysterious parcels everywhere.

239



It was very, very Christmassy! The children were
happy and excited.

Mr Roland went out and dug up a little spruce
fir tree. ‘We must have a Christmas tree,” he said.
‘Have you any tree-ornaments, children?’

‘No,’ said Julian, seeing George shake her head.

‘T’ll go into the town this afternoon and get
some for you,’” promised the tutor. ‘It will be fun
dressing the tree. We’ll put it in the hall, and light
candles on it on Christmas Day after tea. Who's
coming with me to get the candles and the orna-
ments?’

‘T am!’ cried three children. But the fourth said
nothing. That was George. Not even to buy tree-or-
naments would the obstinate little girl go with Mr
Roland. She had never had a Christmas tree before,
and she was very much looking forward to it — but
it was spoilt for her because Mr Roland bought the
things that made it so beautiful.

Now it stood in the hall, with coloured candles
in holders clipped to the branches, and gay shining
ornaments hanging from top to bottom. Silver
strands of frosted string hung down from the
branches like icicles, and Anne had put bits of
white cotton-wool here and there to look like snow.
It really was a lovely sight to see.

‘Beautifull’ said Uncle Quentin, as he passed
through the hall, and saw Mr Roland hanging the
last ornaments on the tree. ‘I say — look at the
fairy doll on the topl Who’s that for? A good girl?’

Anne secretly hoped that Mr Roland would give
her the doll. She was sure it wasn’t for George —
and anyway, George wouldn’t accept it. It was such
a pretty doll, with its gauzy frock and silvery
wings.
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Julian, Dick and Anne had quite accepted the
tutor now as teacher and friend. In fact, everyone
had, their uncle and aunt too, and even Joanna the
cook. George, of course, was the only exception,
and she and Timothy kept away from Mr Roland,
each looking as sulky as the other whenever the
tutor was in the room.

‘You know, I never knew a dog could look so
sulky!” said Julian, watching Timothy. ‘Really, he
scowls almost like George.’ \

‘And I always feel as if George puts her tail
down like Tim, when Mr Roland is in the room,’
giggled Anne.

‘Laugh all you like,’ said George, in a low tone.
‘I think you’re beastly to me. I know I’'m right
about Mr Roland. I've got a feeling about him.
And so has Tim.’

‘You're silly, George,” said Dick. ‘You haven’t
really got a Feeling — it’s only that Mr Roland will
keep calling you Georgina and putting you in your
place, and that he doesn’t like Tim. I dare say he
can’t help disliking dogs. After all, there was once
a famous man called Lord Roberts who couldn’t
bear cats.’

‘Oh well, cats are different,’ said George. ‘If a
person doesn’t like dogs, especially a dog like our
Timothy, then there really must be something
wrong with him.’

‘It’s no use arguing with George,” said Julian,
‘Once she’s made up her mind about something,
she won’t budge!’

George went out of the room in a huff. The
others thought she was behaving rather stupidly.

‘I’'m surprised really,” said Anne. ‘She was so
jolly last term at school. Now she’s gone all queer,
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rather like she was when we first knew her last
summer.’

‘I do think Mr Roland has been decent digging
up the Christmas tree and everything,’ said Dick.
‘I still don’t like him awfully much sometimes, but
I think he’s a sport. What about asking him if he
can read that old lined rag for us — I don’t think
I'd mind him sharing our secret, really.’

‘I would love him to share it,” said Anne, who
was busy doing a marvellous. Christmas card for
the tutor. ‘He’s most awfully clever. I'm sure he
could tell us what the Secret Way is. Do let’s ask
him.’

‘All right,’ said Julian. ‘I’ll show him the piece
of linen. It’s Christmas Eve tonight. He will be
with us in the sitting-room, because Aunt Fanny is
going into the study with Uncle Quentin to wrap
up presents for all of us!’

So, that evening, before Mr Roland came in to
sit with them, Julian took out the little roll of
linen and stroked it out flat on the table. George
looked at it in surprise.

‘Mr Roland will be here in a minute,’ she said.
‘You’d better put it away quickly.’

‘We’re going to ask him if he can tell us what
the old Latin words mean,’ said Julian.

‘You’re not!’ cried George, in dismay. ‘Ask him
to share our secret! However can you?’

‘Well, we want to know what the secret is, don’t
we?’ said Julian. ‘We don’t need to tell him where
we got this or anything about it except that we
want to know what the markings mean. We’re not
exactly sharing the secret with him — only asking
him to use his brains to help us.’

‘Well, I never thought you’d as him,” said
George. ‘And he’ll want to know simply everything
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about it, you just see if he won’t! He’s terribly
snoopy.’

‘Whatever do you mean?’ said Julian, in sur-
prise. ‘I don’t think he’s a bit snoopy.’

‘I saw him yesterday snooping round the study
when no one was there,’ said George. ‘He didn’t see
me outside the window with Tim. He was having a
real poke round.’

‘You know how interested he is in your father’s
work,’ said Julian. ‘Why shouldn’t he look at it?
Your father likes him too. You’re just seeing what
horrid things you can find to say about Mr Ro-
land.’

‘Oh shut up, you two,’ said Dick. ‘It’s Christ-
mas Eve. Don’t let’s argue or quarrel or say beastly
things.’

Just at that moment the tutor came .into the
room. ‘All as busy as bees?’ he said, his mouth
smiling beneath its moustache. ‘Too busy to have a
game of cards, I suppose?’

‘Mr Roland, sir,” began Julian, ‘could you help
us with something? We’ve got an old bit of linen
here with odd markings on it. The words seem to be
in some sort of Latin and we can’t make them out.’

George gave an angry exclamation as she saw
Julian push the piece of linen over towards the
tutor. She went out of the room and shut the door
with a bang. Tim was with her.

‘Our sweet-tempered Georgina doesn’t seem to
be very friendly tonight,” remarked Mr Roland,
pulling the bit of linen towards him. ‘Where in the
world did you get this? What an odd thing!’

Nobody answered. Mr Roland studied the roll of
linen, and then gave an exclamation. ‘Ah — I see
why you wanted to know the meaning of those
Latin words the other day — the ones that meant
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«hidden paths, you remember. They are at the top
of this linen roll.’

‘Yes,’ said Dick. All the children leaned over to-
wards Mr Roland, hoping he would be able to un-
ravel a little of the mystery for them.

‘We just want to know the meaning of the
words, sir,’ said Julian.

‘This is really very interesting,’ said the tutor,
puzzling over the linen. ‘Apparently there are di-
rections here for finding the opening or entrance of
a secret path or road.’

‘That’s what we thought!’ cried Julian, excited-
ly. ‘That’s exactly what we thought. Oh sir, do-
read the directions and see what you make of
them.’

‘Well, these eight squares are meant to repre-
sent wooden boards or panels, I think,’ said the
tutor, pointing to the eight rough squares drawn
on the linen. ‘Wait a minute — I can hardly read
some of the words. This is most fascinating. Solum
lapideum — paries ligneus — and what’s this — cel-
lula — yes, cellulal’

The children hung on his words. ‘Wooden pa-
nels!’” That must mean panels somewhere at Kirrin
Farm-house.

Mr Roland frowned down at the old printed-:
words. Then he sent Anne to borrow a magnifying
glass from her uncle. She came back with it, and
the four of them looked through the glass, seeing
the words three times as clearly now.

‘Well,’ said the tutor at last,” as far as I can
make out the directions mean this: a room facing
east; eight wooden panels, with an opening some-
where to be found in that marked one; a stone floor
— vyes, I think that’s right, a stone floor; and a
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cupboard. It all sounds most extraordinary and
very thrilling. Where did you get this from?’

‘We just found it,” said Julian, after a pause.
‘Oh Mr Roland, thanks awfully. We could never
have made it out by ourselves. I suppose the en-
trance to the Secret Way is in a room facing east
then.’

‘It looks like it,” said Mr Roland, poring over
the linen roll again. ‘Where did you say you found
this?’

‘We didn’t say,’ said Dick. ‘It’s a secret really,
you see.’

‘I think you might tell me,’ said the tutor, look-
ing at Dick with his brilliant blue eyes. ‘I can be
trusted with secrets. You’ve no idea how many
queer secrets I know.’

‘Well,’ said Julian, ‘I don’t really see why you
shouldn’t know where we found this, Mr Roland.
We found it at Kirrin Farm-house, in an old tobac-
co pouch. I suppose the Secret Way begins some-
where therel I wonder where and wherever can it
lead to?’

‘You found it at Kirrin Farm-housel’ exclaimed
Mr Roland. ‘Well, well — I must say that seems to
be an interesting old place. I shall have to go over
there one day.’

Julian rolled up the piece of linen and put it
into his pocked. ‘Well, thank you, sir,” he said.
‘You’ve solved a bit of the mystery for us but set
another puzzlel We must look for the entrance of
the Secret Way after Christmas, when we can walk
over to Kirrin Farm-house.’

‘I’ll come with you,’ said Mr Roland. ‘I may be
able to help a little. That is — if you don’t mind me
having a little share in this exciting secret.’
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‘Well — you’ve been such a help in telling us
what the words mean,’ said Julian; ‘we’d like you
to come if you want to, sir.’

‘Yes, we would,’ said Anne.

‘We’ll go and look for the Secret Way, then,’
said Mr Roland. ‘What fun we shall have, tapping
round the panels, waiting for a mysterious dark
entrance to appear!’

‘I don’t suppose George will go,” Dick mur-
mured to Julian. ‘You shouldn’t have said Mr Ro-
land could go with us, Ju. That means that old
George will have to be left out of it. You know how
she hates that.’

‘I know,’ said Julian, feeling uncomfortable.
‘Don’t let’s worry about that now though. George
may feel different after Christmas. She can’t keep
up this kind of behaviour for ever!’



CHAPTER EIGHT
What happened on Christmas night

It was great fun on Christmas morning.
The children awoke early and tumbled out of
bed to look at the presents that were stacked
on chairs near by. Squeals and yells of delight
came from everyone.

‘Oh! a railway station! Just what I wanted! Who
gave me this marvellous station?’

‘A new doll — with eyes that shut! I shall call
her Betsy-May. She looks just like a Betsy-May!’

‘I say — what a whopping great book — all
about aeroplanes. From Aunt Fanny! How decent
of her!’

‘Timothy! Look what Julian has given you
— a collar with big brass studs all round —
you will be grand. Go and lick him to say
thank youl’

‘Who’s this from? I say, who gave me this?
Where’s the label? Oh — from Mr Roland. How
decent of him! Look, Julian, a pocket-knife with
three blades!’

So the cries and exclamations went on, and the
four excited children and the equally-excited dog
spent a glorious hour before a late Christmas
breakfast, opening all kinds and shapes of parcels.
The bedrooms were in a fine mess when the child-
ren had finished!

‘Who gave you that book about dogs, George?’
asked Julian, seeing rather a nice dog-book lymg
on George’s pile.
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‘Mr Roland,” said George, rather shortly.
Julian wondered if George was going to accept it.
He rather thought she wouldn’t. But the little girl,
defiant and obstinate as she was, had made up her
mind not to spoil Christmas Day by being ‘diffi-
cult’. So, when the others thanked the tutor for
their things she too added her thanks, though in
rather a stiff little voice.

George had not given the tutor anything, but
the others had, and Mr Roland thanked them all
very heartily, appearing to be very pleased indeed.
He told Anne that her Christmas card was the ni-
cest he had ever had, and she beamed at him with
joy.

‘Well, I must say it’s nice to be here for Christ-
mas!’ said Mr Roland, when he and the others were
sitting round a loaded Christmas table, at the mid-
day dinner. ‘Shall I carve for you, Mr Quentin?
I’'m good at that!’

Uncle Quentin handed him the carving knife and
fork gladly. ‘It’s nice to have you here,” he said
warmly. ‘I must say you’ve settled in well — I'm
sure we all feel as if we’ve known you for ages!’

It really was a jolly Christmas Day. There were
no lessons, of course, and there were to be none the
next day either. The children gave themselves up to
the enjoyment of eating a great deal, sucking
sweets, and looking forward to the lighting of the
Christmas tree.

It looked beautiful when the candles were
lighted. They twinkled in the darkness of the hall,
and the bright ornaments shone and glowed. Tim
sat and looked at it, quite entranced.

‘He likes it as much as we do,’ said George. And
indeed Tim had enjoyed the day just as much as
any of them.
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They were all tired out when they wygnt to axl
‘I shan’t be long before I’'m asleep,’ yawnuod Anne
‘Oh, George — it’s been fun, hasn’t it? I did like
the Christmas tree.’

‘Yes, it’s been lovely,” said George, jumping
into bed. ‘Here comes Mother to say good night.
Basket, Tim, basket!’

Tim leapt into his basket by the window. He was
always there when George’s mother came in to say
good-night to the girls but as soon as she had gone
downstairs, the dog took a flying leap and landed
on George’s bed. There he slept, his head curled
round her feet.

‘Don’t you think Tim ought to sleep downstairs
tonight?’ said George’s mother. ‘Joanna says he
ate such an enormous meal in the kitchen that she
is sure he will be sick.’

‘Oh no, Mother!’ said George, at once. ‘Make
Tim sleep downstairs on Christmas night? What-
ever would he think?’

‘Oh, very well,’ said her mother, with a laugh.
‘I might have known it was useless to suggest it.
Now go to sleep quickly, Anne and George — it’s
late and you are all tired.’

She went into the boys’ room and said good-
night to them too. They were almost asleep.

Two hours later everyone else was in bed. The
house was still and dark. George and Anne slept
peacefully in their small beds. Timothy slept too,
lying heavily on George’s feet.

Suddenly George awoke with a jump. Tim was
growling softlyl He had raised his big shaggy head
and George knew that he was listening.

‘What is it, Tim?’ she whispered. Anne did not
wake. Tim went on growling softly. George sat up
and put her hand on his collar to stop him. She
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knew that if he awoke her father, he would be
cross.

Timothy stopped growling now that he had
roused George. The girl sat and wondered what to
do. It wasn’t any good waking Anne. The little girl
would be frightened. Why was Tim growling? He
never did that at night!

‘Perhaps I'd better go and see if everything is
all right,” thought George. She was quite fearless,
and the thought of creeping through the still, dark
house did not disturb her at all. Besides she had
Tim! Who could be afraid with Tim beside them!

She slipped on her dressing-gown. ‘Perhaps a
log has fallen out of one of the fire-places and a
rug is burning,’ she thought, sniffing as she went
down the stairs. ‘It would be just like Tim to smell
it and warn us!’

With her hand on Tim’s head to warn him to be
quite quiet, George crept softly through the hall to
the sitting-room. The fire was quite all right there,
just a red glow. In the kitchen all was peace too.
Tim’s feet made a noise there, as his claws rattled
against the linoleum.

A slight sound came from the other side of the
house.

Tim growled quite loudly, and the hairs on the
back of his neck rose up. George stood still. Could
it possibly be burglars?

Suddenly Timothy shook himself free from her
fingers and leapt across the hall, down a passage,
and into the study beyond! There was the sound of
an exclamation, and a noise as if someone was fall-
ing over.

‘It is a burglar!’ said George, and she ran to the
study. She saw a torch shining on the floor,
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dropped by someone who was even now struggling
with Tim.

George switched on the light, and then looked
with the greatest astonishment into the study. Mr
Roland was there in his dressing-gown, rolling on
the floor, trying to get away from Timothy, who,
although not biting him, was holding him firmly
by his dressing-gown.

‘Oh — it’s you, Georgel Call your beastly dog
offl’ said Mr Roland, in a low and angry voice. ‘Do
you want to rouse all the household?’

‘Why are you creeping about with a torch?’ de-
manded George.

‘I heard a noise down here, and came to see
what it was,’ said Mr Roland, sitting up an trying
to fend off the angry dog. ‘For goodness’ sake, call
your beast off.’

‘Why didn’t you put on the light?’ asked
George, not attempting to take Tim away. She was
very much enjoying the sight of an angry and
frightenned Mr Roland.

‘I couldn’t find it,” said the tutor. ‘It’s on the
wrong side of the door, as you see.’

This was true. The switch was an awkward one
to find if you didn’t know it. Mr Roland tried to
push Tim away again, and the dog suddenly
barked.

‘Well — he’ll wake everyone!’ said the tutor,
angrily. ‘I didn’t want to rouse the house. I
thought I could find out for myself if there was
anyone about — a burglar perhaps. Here comes
your father!’

George’s father appeared, carrying a large
poker. He stood still in astonishment when he saw
Mr Roland on the ground and Timothy standing
over him.
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‘What’s all this?’ he exclaimed. Mr Roland
tried to get up, but Tim would not let him. George’s
father called to him sternly.

‘Tim! Come here, sir!’

Timothy glanced at George to see if his mistress
agreed with her father’s command. She said noth-
ing. So Timothy took no notice of the order and
merely made a snap at Mr Roland’s ankles.

‘That dog’s mad!’ said Mr Roland, from the
floor. ‘He’s already bitten me once before, and now
he’s trying to do it again!’

‘Tim! Will you come here, sir!’ shouted George’s
father. ‘George, that dog is really disobedient. Call
him off at once.’

‘Come here, Tim!’ said George, in a low voice.
The dog at once came to her, standing by her side
with the hairs on his neck still rising up stiffly. He
growled softly as if to say, ‘Be careful, Mr Roland,
be carefull’

The tutor got up. He was very angry indeed. He
spoke to George’s father.

‘I heard some sort of noise and came down with
my torch to see what it was,’ he said. ‘I thought it
came from your study, and knowing you kept your
valuable books and instruments here, I wondered if
some thief was about. I had just got down, and into
the room, when that dog appeared from somewhere
and got me down on the ground! George came along
too, and would not call him off.’

‘I can’t understand your behaviour, George; I
really can’t,” said her father, angrily. ‘I hope you
are not going to behave stupidly, as you used to be-
have before your cousins came last summer. And
what is this I hear about Tim biting Mr Roland be-
fore?’
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‘George had him under the table during les-
sons,” said Mr Roland. ‘I didn’t know that, and
when I stretched out my legs, they touched Tim,
and he bit me. I didn’t tell you before, sir, because
I didn’t want to trouble you. Both George and the
dog have tried to annoy me ever since I have been
here.’

‘Well, Tim must go outside and live in the ken-
nel,’ said George’s father. ‘I won’t have him in the
house. It will be a punishment for him, and a pun-
ishment for you too, George. I will not have this
kind of behaviour. Mr Roland has been extremely
kind to you all.’

‘I won’t let Tim live outside,’ said George furi-
ously. ‘It’s such cold weather, and it would simply
break his heart.’

‘Well, his heart must be broken then,’ said her
father. ‘It will depend entirely on your behaviour
from now on whether Tim is allowed in the house
at all these holidays. I shall ask Mr Roland each
day how you have behaved. If you have a bad re-
port, then Tim stays outside. Now you know! Go
back to bed but first apologise to Mr Roland!’

‘I won’t!’ said George, and choked by feelings of
anger and dismay, she tore out of the room and up
the stairs. The two men stared after her.

‘Let her be,” said Mr Roland. ‘She’s a very dif-
ficult child — and has made up her mind not to
like me, that’s quite plain. But I shall be very glad,
sir, to know that that dog isn’t in the house. I'm
not at all certain that Georgina wouldn’t set him
on me, if she could!’

‘I’'m sorry about all this,” said George’s father.
‘I wonder what the noise was that you heard — a
log falling in the grate I expect. Now — what am 1
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to do about that tiresome dog tonight? Go and take
him outside, I supposel’

‘Leave him tonight,” said Mr Roland. ‘I can
hear noises upstairs — the others are awake by
now! Don’t let’s make any more disturbance to-
night.’

‘Perhaps you are right,” said George’s father,
thankfully. He didn’t at all want to tackle a defi-
ant little girl and an angry big dog in the middle of
a cold night! _

The two men went to bed and slept. George did -
not sleep. The others had been awake when she got
upstairs, and she had told them what had hap-
pened. N

‘Georgel You really are an idiot!"” said Dick.
‘After all, why shouldn’t Mr Roland go down if he
heard a noise! You went down! Now we shan’t have
darling old Tim in the house in this cold weather!’

Anne began to cry. She didn’t like hearing that
the tutor she liked so much had been knocked down
by Tim, and she hated hearing that Tim was to be
punished. A

‘Don’t be a baby,’ said George. ‘I'm not crying,
and it’s my dog!’

But, when everyone had settled down again in
bed, and slept peacefully, George’s pillow was very
wet indeed. Tim crept up beside her and licked the
salt tears off her cheek. He whined softly. Tim was
always unhappy when his little mistress was sad.



CHAPTER NINE
A hunt for the Secret Way

There were no lessons the next day. George
looked rather pale, and was very quiet. Tim was al-
ready out in the yard-kennel, and the children
could hear him whining unhappily. They were all
upset to hear him.

‘Oh, George, I'm awfully sorry about it all,’
said Dick. ‘I wish you wouldn’t get so fierce about
things. You only get your self into trouble — and
poor old Tim.’

George was full of mixed feelings. She dis-
liked Mr Roland so much now that she could
hardly bear to look at him — and yet she did
not dare to be openly rude and rebellious be-
cause she was afraid that if she was, the tutor
would give her a bad report, and perhaps she
would not be allowed even to s@e Timothy. It
was very hard for a defiant nature like hers
to force herself to behave properly.

Mr Roland took no notice of her at all. The
other children tried to bring George into their talks
and plans, but she remained quiet and uninter-
ested.

‘Georgel We’re going over to Kirrin Farm-house
today,’ said Dick. ‘Coming? We’re going to try and
find the entrance to the Secret Way. It must start
somewhere there.’

The children had told George what Mr Roland
had said about the piece of marked linen. They had
all been thrilled about this, thought the excite-
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ments of Christmas Day had made them forget
about it for a while.

‘Yes — of course I'll come,’ said George, look-
ing more cheerful. ‘Timothy can come too. He
wants a walk.’

But when the little girl found that Mr Roland
was also going, she changed her mind at once. Not
for anything would she go with the tutor! No —
she would go for a walk alone with Timothy.

‘But, George — think of the excitement
we’ll have trying to find the Secret Way,’ said
Julian, taking hold of her arm. George wren-
ched it away.

‘I’m not going if Mr Roland is,’ she said , obsti-
nately, and the others knew that it was no good
trying to coax her.

‘I shall go alone with Tim,’ said Gorge. ‘You go
off together with your dear Mr Roland!’

She set out with Timothy, a lonely little
figure going down the garden path. The others
stared after her. This was horrid. George was
being more and more left out, but what could
they do about it?

‘Well, children, are you ready?’ asked Mr Ro-
land. ‘You start off by yourselves, will you? I'll
meet you at the farm-house latter. I want to run
down to the village first to get something.’

So the three children set off by themselves,
wishing that George was with them. She. was no-
where to be seen. )

Old Mr and Mrs Sanders were pleased to see the
three children, and sat them down in the big kit-
chen to eat ginger buns and drink hot milk.

‘Well, have you come to find a few more secret
things?’ asked Mrs Sanders, with a smile.

256



‘May we try?’ asked Julian. ‘We’re looking for
a room that’s facing east, with a stone floor, and
panelling!’

‘All the rooms downstairs have stone floors,’
said Mrs Sanders. ‘You hunt all you like, my
dears. You won’t do any damage, I know. But
don’t go into the room upstairs with the cupboard
that has a false back, will you, or the one next to
it! Those are the rooms the two artists have.’

‘All right,” said Julian, rather sorry that they
were unable to fiddle about with the exciting cup-
board again. ‘Are the artists here, Mrs Sanders?
I'd like to talk to them about pictures. I hope one
day I'll be an artist teo.’

‘Dear me, is that s0?’ said Mrs Sanders. ‘Well,
well — it’s always a marvel to me how people make
any money at painting pictures.’

‘It isn’t making money that artists like, so
much as the painting of the pictures,’ said Julian,
looking rather wise. That seemed to puzzle Mrs
Sanders even more. She shook her head and
laughed.

‘They’re queer folk!’ she said. ‘Ah well — you
Ko along and have a hunt for whatever it is you
want to find. You can’t talk to the two artists
today though, Master Julian — they’re out.’

The children finished their buns and milk and
then stood up, wondering where to begin their
nearch. They must look for a room or rooms facing
enst. That would be the first thing to do.

‘Which side of the house faces east, Mrs San-
ders?’ asked Julian. ‘Do you know?’

‘The kitchen faces due north,” said Mrs San-
ders. ‘So east will be over there,’” she pointed to the
right.

ot 19 257



‘Thanks,’ said Julian. ‘Come on, everyonel!’ The
three children went out of the kitchen, and turned
to the right. There were three rooms there — a
kind of scullery, not much used now, a tiny room
used as a den by old Mr Sanders, and a room that
had once been a drawing-room, but which was now
cold and unused.

‘They’ve all got stone floors,’ said Julian.

‘So we’ll have to hunt through all of the three
rooms,’ said Anne.

‘No, we won’t,’” said Julian. ‘We shan’t have to
look in this scullery, for one thing!’

‘Why not?’ asked Anne.

‘Because the walls are of stone, silly, and we
want panelling,’ said Julian. ‘Use your brains,
Anne!’

‘Well, that’s one room we needn’t bother with,
then,’ said Dick. ‘Look — both this little room and
the drawing-room have panelling, Julian. We must
search in both.’

‘There must be some reason for putting eight
squares of panelling in the directions,’ said Julian,
looking at the roll of linen again. ‘It would be a
good idea to see whether there’s a place with eight
squares only — you know, over a window, or some-
thing.’

It was tremendously exciting to look round the
two rooms! The children began with the smaller
room. It was panelled all the way round in dark
oak, but there was no place where only eight panels
showed. So the children went into the next room.

The panelling there was different. It did not
look so old, and was not so dark. The squares were
rather a different size, too. The children tried each
panel, tapping and pressing as they went, expect-
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ing at any moment to see one slide back as the one
in the hall had done.

But they were disappointed. Nothing happened
at all. They were still in the middle of trying when
they heard footsteps in the hall, and voices.
Somebody looked into the drawing-room. It was a
man, thin and tall, wearing glasses on his long
nose.

‘Hallo!’ he said. ‘Mrs Sanders told me you were
treasure-hunting, or something. How are you get-
ting on?’

‘Not very well,” said Julian, politely. He looked
at the man, and saw behind him another one,
younger, with rather screwed-up eyes and a big
mouth. ‘I suppose you are the two artists?’ he
nsked.

‘We arel’ said the first man, coming into the
room. ‘Now, just exactly what are you looking
for?’

Julian did not really want to tell him, but it was
difficult not to. ‘Well — we’re just seeing if
there’s a sliding panel here,” he said at last.
“I'here’s one in the hall, you know. It’s exciting to
hunt round.’

‘Shall we help?’ said the first artist, coming
into the room. ‘What are your names? Mine’s Tho-
mas, and my friend’s name is Wilton.’

The children talked politely for a minute or two,
not at all wanting the two men to help. If there
wins anything to be found, they wanted to find it. It
would spoil everything if grown-ups solved the
puzzlel

Soon everyone was tap-tap-tapping round the
wooden panels. They were in the middle of this
when a voice hailed them.

‘Hallo! My word, we are all busy!’

0e
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The children turned, and saw their tutor stand-
ing in the doorway, smiling at them. The two ar-
tists looked at him.

‘Is this a friend of yours?’ asked Mr Thomas.

‘Yes — he’s our tutor, and he’s very nicel’ said
Anne, running to Mr Roland and putting her hand
in his.

‘Perhaps you will introduce me, Anne,’ said Mr
Roland, smiling at the little girl.

‘Anne knew how to introduce people. She had
often seen her mother doing it. ‘This is Mr Ro-
land,’ she said to the two artists. Then she turned
to Mr Roland. ‘This is Mr Thomas,’ she said, wav-
ing her hand towards him, ‘and the other one is
Mr Wilton.’

The men half-bowed to one another and nodded.
‘Are you staying here?’ asked Mr Roland. ‘A very
nice old farm-house, isn’t it?’

‘It isn’t time to go yet, is it?’ asked Julian,
hearing a clock strike.

‘Yes, I'm afraid it is,” said Mr Roland. ‘I’'m
later meeting you than I expected. We must go in
about five minutes — no later. I’ll just give you a
hand in trying to find this mysterious secret way!’

But no matter how anyone of them pressed and
tapped around the panels in either of the two
rooms, they could not find anything exciting. It re-
ally was most disappointing.

‘Well, we really must go now,’ said Mr Roland.
‘Come and say good-bye to Mrs Sanders.’

They all went into the warm kitchen, where Mrs
Sanders was cooking something that smelt most
delicious.

‘Something for our lunch, Mrs Sanders?’ said
MrkWilton. ‘My word, you really are a wonderful
cook!’
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Mrs Sanders smiled. She turned to the children.
‘V&l"eel(ll, dearies, did you find what you wanted?’ she
asked.

‘No,’ said Mr Roland, answering for them. ‘We
haven’t been able to find the secret way, after alll’

‘The secret way?’ said Mrs Sanders, in surprise.
‘What do you know about that now? I thought it
had all been forgotten — in fact, I haven’t believed
in that secret way for many a year!’

Oh, Mrs Sanders — do you know about it?’
cried Julian. ‘Where is it?’

‘T don’t know, dear — the secret of it has been
lost for many a day,’ said the old lady. ‘I remember
my old grandmother telling me something about it
when I was smaller than any of you. But I wasn’t
interested in things like that when I was little. I
was all for cows and hens and sheep.’

‘Oh, Mrs Sanders — do, do try and remember
somethingl’ begged Dick. ‘What was the secret
way?’

‘Well, it was supposed to be a hidden way from
Kirrin Farm-house to somewhere else,” said Mrs
Sanders. ‘I don’t know where, I’'m sure. It was
used in the olden days when people wanted to hide
from enemies.’

It was disappointing that Mrs Sanders knew so
little. The children said good-bye and went off with
their tutor, feeling that their morning had been
wasted.

George was indoors when they got to Kirrin
Cottage. Her cheeks were not so pale, now, and she
greeted the children eagerly.

‘Did you discover anything? Tell me all about
it’ she said.

‘There’s nothing - to tell,” said Dick, rather
gloomily. ‘We found three rooms facing east, with
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stone floors, but only two of them had wooden pa-
nelling, so we hunted round those, tapping and
punching — but there wasn’t anything to be dis-
covered at all.’

‘We saw the two artists,’” said Anne. ‘One was
tall and thin and had a long nose with glasses on.
He was called Mr Thomas. The other was younger,
with little piggy eyes and an enormous mouth.’

‘I met them out this morning,’ said George. ‘It
must have been them. Mr Roland was with them,
and they were all talking together. They didn’t see
me.’

‘Oh, it couldn’t have been the artists you saw,’
said Anne, at once. ‘Mr Roland didn’t know them.
I had to introduce them.’

‘Well, I'm sure I heard Mr Roland call one of
them Wilton,’ said George, puzzled. ‘He must have
known them.’

‘It couldn’t have been the artists,” said Anne,
again. ‘They really didn’t know Mr Roland. Mr
Thomas asked if he was a friend of ours.’

‘I’'m sure I'm not mistaken,’ said George, look-
ing obstinate. ‘If Mr Roland said he didn’t know
the two artists, he was telling lies.’

‘Oh, you’re always making out that he is doing
something horridl’ cried Anne, indignantly. ‘You
just make up thjngs about him!’

‘Shl’ said Julian. ‘Here he is.’

The door opened and the tutor came in. ‘Well, ¢
he said, ‘it was disappointing that we couldn’t find
the secret way, wasn’t it!l Anyway, we were rather
foolish to hunt about that drawing-room as we did
— the panelling there wasn’t really old — it must
have been put in years after the other.’

‘Oh — well, it’s no good looking there again,’
said Julian, disappointed. ‘And I’'m pretty sure
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there’s nothing to be found in that other little
room. We went all over it so_thoroughly. Isn’t it
disappointing?’

‘It is,” said Mr Roland. ‘Well, Julian, how did
you like the two artists? I was pleased to meet
them — they seemed nice fellows, and I shall like
to know them.’

George looked at the tutor. Could he possibly be
telling untruths in such a truthful voice? The little
girl was very puzzled. She felt sure it was the ar-
tists she had seen him with. But why should he
pretend he didn’t know them? She must be mis-
taken. But all the same, she felt uncomfortable
about it, and made up her mind to find out the
truth, if she could.



CHAPTER TEN
A shock for George and Tim

Next morning there were lessons again — and
no Timothy under the table! George felt very much
inclined to refuse to work, but what would be the
good of that? Grown-ups were so powerful, and
could dole out all kinds of punishments. She didn’t
care how much she was punished herself but she
couldn’t bear to think that Timothy might have to
share in the punishments too.

So, pale and sullen, the little girl sat down
at the table with the others. Anne was eager
to join in the lessons — in fact she was eager
to do anything to please Mr Roland, because
he had given her the fairy doll from the top
of the Christmas tree! Anne thought it was the
prettiest doll she had ever seen.

George had scowled at the doll when Anne
showed it to her. She didn’t like dolls, and she cer-
tainly wasn’t going to like one that Mr Roland had
chosen, and given to Annel But Anne loved it, and
had made up her mind to do lessons with the
others, and work as well as she could.

George did as little as she could without getting
into trouble. Mr Roland took no interest in her or
in her work. He praised the others, and took a lot
of trouble to show Julian something he found diffi-
cult.

The children heard Tim whining outside as they
worked. This troubled them very much, for Ti-
mothy was such a companion, and so dear to them

264



all. They could not bear to think of him left out of
everything, cold and miserable in the yard-kennel.
When the ten minutes’ break came, and Mr Roland
went out of the room for a few minutes, Julian
spoke to George.

‘Georgel It’s awful for us to hear poor old Tim
whining out there in the cold. And I'm sure I
heard him cough. Let me speak to Mr Roland about
him. You must feel simply dreadful knowing that
Tim is out there.’

‘I thought I heard him cough, too,’ said George,
looking worried. ‘I hope he won’t get a cold. He
simply doesn’t understand why I have to put him
there. He thinks I’'m terribly unkind.’

The little girl turned her head away, afraid that
tears might come into her eyes. She always boasted
that she never cried — but it was very difficult to
keep the tears away when she thought of Timothy
out there in the cold.

Dick took her arm. ‘Listen, George — you just
hate Mr Roland, and I suppose you can’t help it.
But we can none of us bear Timothy being out
there all alone — and it looks like snow today,
which would be awful for him. Could you be aw-
fully, awfully good today, and forget your dislike,
so that when your father asks Mr Roland for your
report, he can say you were very good — and then
we’ll ask Mr Roland if he wouldn’t let Timmy come
back into the house.’

(S%?’

Timothy coughed again, out in the yard, and
George’s heart went cold. Suppose he got that
awful illness called pneumonia — and she couldn’t
nurse him because he had to live in the kennel?
She would die of unhappiness! She turned to Julian
and Dick.
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‘All right,’ she said. ‘I do hate Mr Roland —
but I love Timothy more than I hate the tutor — so
for Tim’s sake I'll pretend to be good and sweet and
hard-working. And then you can beg him to let Ti-
mothy come back.’

‘Good girll’ said Julian. ‘Now here he comes —
so do your best.’

To the-tutor’s enormous surprise, George gave
him a smile when he came into the room. This was
so unexpected that it puzzled him. He was even
more puzzled to find that George worked harder
than anyone for the rest of the morning, and she
answered politely and cheerfully when he spoke to
her. He gave her a word of praise.

‘Well done, Georginal I can see you've got
brains.’

‘Thank you,’ said George, and gave him another
wan smile — a very watery, poor affair, compared
with the happy smiles the others had been used to
— but still, it was a smile!

At dinner-time George looked after Mr Roland
most politely — passed him the salt, offered him
more bread, got up to fill his glass when it was
empty! The others looked at her in admiration.
George had plenty of pluck. She must be finding it
very difficult to behave as if Mr Roland was a
great friend, when she really disliked him so much!

Mr Roland seemed very pleased, and appeared
to be quite willing to respond to George’s friendli-
ness. He made a little joke with her, and offered to
lend her a book he had about a dog. George’s
mother was delighted to find that her difficult
daughter seemed to be turning over a new leaf. Al-
together things were very much happier that day.

‘George, you go out of the room before your
father comes in to ask Mr Roland about your beha-

266



vior tonight,’ said Julian: ‘Then, when the tutor
gives you a splendid report, we will all ask if Ti-
mothy can come back. It will be easier if you are
not there.”

‘All right,’ said George. She was longing for
this difficult day to be over. It was very hard for
her to pretend to _be friendly, when she was not.
She could never never do it, if it wasn’t for Ti-
mothy’s sakel

George disappeared out of the room just before
six o’clock, when she heard her father coming. He
walked into the room and nodded to Mr Roland.

‘Well? Have your pupils worked well today?’ he
asked.

‘Very well indeed,’ said Mr Roland. ‘Julian has
really mastered something he didn’t understand
today. Dick has done well in Latin. Anne has writ-
ten out a French exercise without a single mistakel’

‘And what about George?’ asked Uncle Quentin.

‘T was coming to Georgina,” said Mr Roland,
looking round and seeing that she was gone. ‘She
has worked better than anyone else today! I am re-
ally pleased with her. She has tried hard — and she
has really been polite and friendly. I feel she is
trying to turn over a new leaf.’

‘She’s been a brick today,’ said Julian, warmly.
‘Uncle Quentin, she has tried awfully hard, she re-
ally has. And, you know, she’s terribly unhappy.’

‘Why?’ asked Uncle Quentin in surprise.

‘Because of Timothy,’ said Julian. ‘He’s out in
the cold, you see. And he’s got a dreadful cough.’

‘Oh, Uncle Quentin, please do let poor Timmy
come indoors,’ begged Anne.

‘Yes, please do,” said Dick. ‘Not only for
George’s sake, because she loves him so, but for us
too. We hate to hear him whining outside. And
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George does deserve a reward, Uncle — she’s been
marvellous today.’

‘Well,” said Uncle Quentin, looking doubtfully
at the three eager faces before him, ‘well — I hard-
ly know what to say. If George is going to be sen-
sible — and the weather gets colder — well...’

He looked at Mr Roland, expecting to hear him
say something in favour of Timothy. But the tutor
said nothing. He looked annoyed.

‘What do you think, Roland?’ asked Uncle
Quentin.

‘T think you should keep to what you said and
let the dog stay outside,’ said the tutor. ‘George is
spoilt, and needs firm handling. You should really
keep to your decision about the dog. There is no
reason to give way about it just because she has
tried to be good for oncel’

The three children stared at Mr Roland in sur-
prise and dismay. It had never entered their heads
that he would not back them upl

‘Oh, Mr Roland, you are horrid!’ cried Anne.
‘Oh, do, do say you’ll have Timothy back.’

The tutor did not look at Anne. He pursed up
his mouth beneath its thick moustache and looked
straight at Uncle Quentin.

‘Well,” said Uncle Quentin, ‘perhaps we had
better see how George behaves for a whole week.
After all — just one day isn’t much.’

The children stared at him in disgust. They
thought he was weak an unkind. Mr Roland
nodded his head.

‘Yes,” he said, ‘a week will be a better test. If
Georgina behaves well for a whole week, we’ll have
another word about the dog, sir. But at present I
feel it would be better to keep him outside.’
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‘Very well,’” said Uncle Quentin, and went out of
the room. He paused to look back. ‘Come along into
my study sometime,’ he said. ‘I’ve got a bit further
with my formula. It’s at a very interesting stage.’

The three children looked at one another but
said nothing. How mean of the tutor to stop Uncle
Quentin from having Timothy indoors again! They
all felt disappointed in him. The tutor saw their
faces.

‘I'm sorry to disappoint you,’ he said. ‘But I
think if you’d been bitten by Timothy once and
snapped at all over when he got you on the floor,
you would not be very keen on having him in
either!’ .

He went out of the room. The children wondered
what to say to George. She came in a moment later,
her face eager. But when she saw the gloomy looks
of the other three, she stopped short.

‘Isn’'t Tim to come in?’ she asked, quickly.
‘What’s happened? Tell me!’

They told her. The little girl’s face grew dark
and angry when she heard how the tutor had put
his foot down about Timothy, even when her father
had himself suggested that the dog might come in-
doors.

‘Oh, what a beast he is!’ she cried. ‘How I do
hate him! I’ll pay him out for this. I will, I will, I
willl’

She rushed out of the room. They heard her
fumbling in the hall, and then the front door
banged.

‘She’s gone out into the dark,’ said Julian. ‘I
bet she’s gone to Timmy. Poor old George. Now
she’ll be worse than ever!’

That night George could not sleep. She lay and
tossed in her bed, listening for Timothy. She heard
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him cough. She heard him whine. He was cold, she
knew he was. She had put plenty of fresh straw
into his kennel and had turned it away from the
cold north wind — but he must feel the bitter night
terribly, after sleeping for so long on her bed!

Timothy gave such a hollow cough that George
could bear it no longer. She must, she simply must,
get up and go down to him. ‘I shall bring him into
the house for a little while and rub his chest with
some of that stuff Mother uses for herself when
she’s got a cold on her chest,” thought the girl.
‘Perhaps that will do him good.’

She quickly put a few clothes on and crept
downstairs. The whole house was quiet. She slipped
out into the yard and undid Tim’s chain. He was
delighted to see her and licked her hands and face
lovingly.

‘Come along into the warm for a little while,’
whispered the little girl. ‘I’ll rub your poor chest
with some oil I’ve got.’

Timmy pattered behind her into the house. She
took him to the kitchen — but the fire was out and
the room was cold. George went to look at the other
rooms.

There was quite a nice fire still in her father’s
study. She and Tim went int there. She did not put
on the light, because the firelight was fairly bright.
She had with her the little bottle of oil from the
bathroom cupboard. She put it down by the fire to
warm.

Then she rubbed the dog’s hairy chest with the
oil, hoping it would do him good. ‘Don’t cough now
if you can help it, Tim,’ she whispered. ‘If you do,
someone may hear you. Lie down here by the fire,
darling, and get nice and warm. Your cold will
soon be better.’
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Timothy lay down on the rug. He was glad to be
out of his kennel and with his beloved mistress. He
put his head on her knee. She stroked him and
whispered to him.

The firelight glinted on the curious instruments
and glass tubes that stood around on shelves in her
father’s study. A log shifted a little in the fire and
settled lower, sending up a cloud of sparks. It was
warm and peaceful there.

The little girl almost fell asleep. The big dog
closed his eyes too, and rested peacefully, happy
and warm. George settled down with her head on
his neck.

She awoke to hear the study clock striking six!
The room was cold now, and she shivered. Good-
ness! Six o’clock! Joanna the cook would soon be
awake. She must not find Timmy and George in the
studyl!

‘Tim darling! Wake up! We must put you back
into your kennel,” whispered George. ‘I’m sure
your cold is better, because you haven’t coughed
once since you’ve been indoors. Get up — and don’t
make a noise. Sh!’

Tim stood up and shook himself. He licked
George’s hand. He understood perfectly that he
must be quite quiet. The two of them slipped out of
the study, went into the hall and out of the front
door.

In a minute or two Timothy was on the chain,
and in his kennel, cuddled down among the straw.
George wished she could cuddle there with him. She
wave him a pat and slipped back indoors again.

She went up to bed, sleepy and cold. She forgot
that she was partly dressed and got into bed just as
whe was. She was asleep in a moment!
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In the morning Anne was most amazed to find
that George had on vest, knickers, jeans and jer-
sey, when she got out of bed to dress.

‘Look!’ she said. ‘You’re half-dressed! But I saw
you undressing last night.’

‘Be quiet,’” said George. ‘I went down and let
Tim in last night. We sat in front of the study fire
and I rubbed him with oil. Now don’t you dare to
say a word to anyone! Promisel’

Anne promised — and she faithfully kept her
word. Well, well — to think that George dared to
roam about like that all night — what an extraor-
dinary girl she was!



CHAPTER ELEVEN
Stolen papers

’George, don’t behave fiercely today, will you?’
said Julian, after breakfast. ‘It won’t do you or Ti-
mothy any good at all.’

‘Do you suppose I’'m going to behave well when
I know perfectly well that Mr Roland will never let
me have Tim indoors all these holidays?’ said
George.

‘Well — they said a week,’” said Dick. ‘Can’t
you try for a week?’

‘No. At the end of a week Mr Roland will say I
must try for another week,’ said George. ‘He’s got
a real dislike for poor Tim. And for me too. I’'m not
surprised at that, because I know that when I try
to be horrid, I really am horrid. But he shouldn’t
hate poor Timmy.’

‘Oh George — you’ll spoil the whole holls
if you are silly, and keep getting into trouble,’
said Anne.

‘Well, I'll spoil them then,” said George, the
sulky look coming back on her face.

‘I don’t see why you have to spoil them for us,
as well as for yourself,’ said Julian.

‘They don’t need to be spoilt for you,’ said
seorge. ‘You can have all the fun you want — go
for walks with your dear Mr Roland, play games
with him in the evening, and laugh and talk as
much as you like. You don’t need to take any no-
tice of me.’,

‘You are a funny girl, George,” said Julian,
with a sigh. ‘We like you, and we hate you to be
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unhappy — so how can we have fun if we know
you are miserable — and Timmy too?’

‘Don’t worry about me,’ said George, in rather a
choky voice. ‘I’m going out to Tim. I’m not coming
in to lessons today.’

‘Georgel But you must!’ said Dick and Julian
together.

‘There’s no emusts about it,” said George.
‘I’'m just not coming. I won’'t work with Mr
Roland till he says I can have Timothy indoors
again.’

‘But you know you can’t do things like that —
you’ll be spanked or something,’ said Dick.

‘I shall run away if things get too bad,’ said
George, in a shaky voice. ‘I shall run away with
Tim.”

She went out of the room and shut the door
with a bang. The others stared after her. What
could you do with a person like George? Anyone
could rule her with kindness and understanding —
but as soon as she came up against anyone who
disliked her, or whom she disliked, she shied away
like a frightened horse — and kicked like a fright-
ened horse, tool

Mr Roland came into the sitting-room, hig
books in his hand. He smiled at the three
children.

‘Well? All ready for me, I see. Where's
George?’

Nobody answered. Nobody was going to give
George away!

‘Don’t you know where she is?’ asked Mr Ro-
land in surprise. He looked at Julian.

‘No, sir,” said Julian, truthfully. ‘I’ve no idea
where she is.’
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‘Well — perhaps she will come along in a few
minutes,’ said Mr Roland. ‘Gone to feed that dog
of hers, I suppose.’

They all settled down to work. The time went on
and George did not come in. Mr Roland glanced at
the clock and made an impatient clicking noise
with his tongue.

‘Really, it’s too bad of George to be so latel
Anne, go and see if you can find her.’

Anne went. She looked in the bedroom. There
was no George there. She looked in the kitchen.
Joanna was there, making cakes. She gave the
little girl a hot piece to eat. She had no idea where
George was.

Anne couldn’t find her anywhere. She went
back and told Mr Roland. He looked angry.

‘T shall have to report this to her father,’
he said. ‘I have never had to deal with such
a rebellious child before. She seems to do
everything she possibly can to get herself into
trouble.’

Lessons went on. Break came, and still George
did not appear. Julian slipped out and saw that the
yard-kennel was empty. So George had gone out
with Timmy! What a row she would get into when
she got back!

No sooner had the children settled down after
break to do the rest of the morning’s lessons, than
a big disturbance came.

Uncle Quentin burst in looking upset and wor-
ried.
‘Have any of you children been into my study?’
he asked.

‘No, Uncle Quentin,’ they all answered.

‘You said we weren’t to,’ said Julian.
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‘Why, sir? Has something been broken?’ asked
Mr Roland.

‘Yes — the test-tubes I set yesterday for an ex-
periment have been broken — and what is worse,
three most important pages of my book have gone,’
said Uncle Quentin. ‘I can write them out again,
but only after a great deal of work. I can’t under-
stand it. Are you sure, children, that none of you
has been meddling with things in my study?’

‘Quite sure,” they answered. Anne went very
red — she suddenly remembered what George had
told her. George said she had taken Timmy into
Uncle Quentin’s study last night, and rubbed his
chest with oill But George couldn’t possibly have
broken the test-tubes, and taken pages from her
father’s book!

Mr Roland noticed that Anne had gone red.

‘Do you know anything about this, Anne?’ he
asked.

‘No, Mr Roland,’ said Anne, blushing even red-
der, and looking very uncomfortable indeed.

‘Where’s George?’ suddenly said Uncle Quentin.

The children said nothing, and it was Mr Ro-
land who answered:

‘We don’t know. She didn’t come to lessons this
morning.’

‘Didn’t come to lessons! Why not?’ demanded
Uncle Quentin, beginning to frown.

‘She didn’t say,” said Mr Roland dryly. ‘I im-
agine she was upset because we were firm about Ti-
mothy last night, sir — and this is her way of
being defiant.’

‘The naughty girll’ said George’s father,
angrily. ‘I don’t know what’s come over her lately.
Fanny! Come herel Did you know that George
hasn’t been in to her lessons today?’
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Aunt Fanny came into the room. She looked
very worried. She had a little bottle in her hand.
The children wondered what it was.

‘Didn’t come in to lessons!’ repeated Aunt
Fanny. ‘How extraordinary! Then where is she?’

‘I don’t think you need to worry about her,’
said Mr Roland, smoothly. ‘She’s probably gone off
with Timothy in a fit of temper. What is very
much more important, sir, is the fact that your
work appears to have been spoilt by someone. I
only hope it is not George, who has been spiteful
enough to pay you out for not allowing her to have
her dog in the house.’

‘Of course it wasn’t Georgel’ cried Dick, angry
that anyone should even think such a thing of his
cousin.

‘George would never, never do a thing like
that,’ said Julian.

‘No, she never would,’ said Anne, sticking up
valiantly for her cousin, although a horrid doubt
was in her mind. After all — George had been in
the study last night!

‘Quentin, I am sure George would not even
think of such a thing,” said Aunt Fanny. ‘You will
find those pages somewhere — and as for the test-
tubes that were broken, well, perhaps the wind
blew the curtain against them, or something! When
did you last see those pages?’

‘Last night,” said Uncle Quentin. ‘I read them
over again, and checked my figures to make sure
they were right. Those pages contain the very heart
of my formula! If they got into anyone else’s
hands, they could use my secret. This is a terrible
thing for mel I must know what has happened to
them.’
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‘I found this in your study, Quentin,’ said Aunt
Fanny, and she held up the little bottle she carried.
‘Did you put it there? It was in the fender.’

Uncle Quentin took the bottle and stared at it.
‘Camphorated oill’ he said. ‘Of course I didn’t take
it there. Why should I?’

‘Well — who took it there, then?’ asked Aunt
Fanny, puzzled. ‘None of the children has a cold —
and anyway, they wouldn’t think of the camphor-
ated oil, and take it into the study to use! It’s most
extraordinary!’

Everyone was astonished. Why should a bottle
of camphorated oil appear in the study fender?’

Only one person could think why. It suddenly
came into Anne’s mind in a flash. George had said
she had taken Timmy into the study, and rubbed
him with oill He had had a cough, that was why.
And she had left the oil in the study. Oh dear, oh
dear — now what would happen? What a pity
George had forgotten the oill

Ann went very red again as she looked at the
oil. Mr Roland, whose eyes seemed very sharp this
morning, looked hard at the little girl.

‘Anne!l You know something about that oill’ he
said suddenly. ‘What do you know? Did you put it
there?’

‘No,’ said Anne. ‘I haven’t been into the study.
I said I hadn’t.’

‘Do you know anything about the 0il?’ said Mr
Roland, again. ‘You do know something.’

Everyone stared at Anne. She stared back. This
was simply dreadful. She could not give George
away. She could not. George was in quite enough
trouble as it was, without getting into any more.
She pursed up her little mouth and did not answer.
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‘Anne!’ said Mr Roland, sternly. ‘Answer when
you are spoken to.’ '

Anne said nothing. The two boys stared at her,
guessing that it was something to do with George.
They did not know that George had brought Ti-
mothy in the night before.

‘Anne, dear,’ said her aunt, gently. ‘Tell us if
you know something. It might help us to find out
what has happened to Uncle Quentin’s papers. It is
very, very, important.’

Still Anne said nothing. Her eyes filled with
tears. Julian squeezed her arm.

‘Don’t bother Anne,’ he said to the grown-ups.
‘If she thinks she can’t tell you, she’s got some
very good reason.’

‘I think she’s shielding George,” said Mr Ro-
land. ‘Is that it, Anne?’

Anne burst into tears. Julian put his arms
round his little sister, and spoke again to the three
grown-ups.

‘Don’t bother Annel Can’t you see she’s upset?’

‘We’ll let George speak for herself, when she
thinks she will come in,’ said Mr Roland. ‘I’m sure
she knows how that bottle got there — and if she
put it there herself she must have been into the
study — and she’s the only person that has been
there.’

The boys could not think for one moment that
George would do such a thing as spoil her father’s
work. Anne feared it, and it upset her. She sobbed
in Julian’s arms.

‘When George comes in, send her to me in my
study,’” said Uncle Quentin, irritably. ‘How can a
man work when these upsets go on? I was always
against having ckildren in the house.’
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He stamped out, tall, cross and frowning. The
children were glad to see him go. Mr Roland shut
the books on the table with a snap.

‘We can’t do any more lessons this morning,’
he said. ‘Put on your things and go out for a walk
till dinner-time.’

‘Yes, do’ said Aunt Fanny, looking white and
worried. ‘That’s a good idea.’

Mr Roland and their aunt went out of the room.
‘I don’t know if Mr Roland thinks he’s coming out
with us,’ said Julian, in a low voice, ‘but we’ve got
to get out first and give him the slip. We’ve got to
find George and warn her what’s up.’

‘Right!’ said Dick. ‘Dry your eyes, Anne dar-
ling. Hurry and get your things. We’ll slip out of
the garden door before Mr Roland comes down. I
bet George has gone for her favorite walk over the
cliffs. We’ll meet her!’ The three children threw on
their outdoor things and crept out of the garden
door quietly. They raced down the garden path, and
out of the gate before Mr Roland even knew they
were gone! They made their way to the cliffs, and
looked to see if George was coming.

‘There she is — and Timothy, too!’ cried Julian,
pointing. ‘George! George! Quick, we’ve got some-
thing to tell you!’



CHAPTER TWELVE
George in trouble

"What’s the matter?’ asked George, as the
three children tore up to her. ‘Has something
happened?’

‘Yes, George. Someone has taken three most
important pages out of your father’s book!’
panted Julian. ‘And broken the test-tubes he
was making an experiment with. Mr Roland
thinks you might have had something to do
with itl’

‘The beastl’ said George, her blue eyes deepening
with anger. ‘As if I'd do a think like that! Why
should he think it’s me, anyway?’

‘Well, George, you left that bottle of oil in the
study fender,’ said Anne. ‘I haven’t told anyone at
all what you told me happened last night — but
somehow Mr Roland guessed you had something to
do with the bottle of oil.’

‘Didn’t you tell the boys how I got Timmy
indoors?’asked George. ‘Well, there’s nothing
much to tell, Julian. I just heard poor old Tim
coughing in the night, and I half-dressed,
went down, and took him into the study,
where there was a fire. Mother keeps a bottle
of oil that she used to rub her chest with
when she has a cough — so I thought it might
do Timmy’s cold good, too. I got the oil and
rubbed him well — and we both fell asleep by
the fire till six o’clock. I was sleepy when I
woke up, and forgot the oil. That’s all.’
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‘And you didn’t take any pages from the book
Uncle Quentin is writing, and you didn’t break
anything in the study, did you?’ said Anne.

‘Of course not, silly,” said George, indignantly.
‘How can you ask me a thing like that? You must
be mad.’

George never told a lie, and the others always
believed her, whatever she said. They stared at her,
and she stared back.

‘I wonder who could have taken those pages
then?’ said Julian. ‘Maybe your father will come
across them, after all. I expect he put them into
some safe place and then forgot all about them.
And the test-tubes might easily have over-balanced
and broken themselves. Some of them look very
shaky to me.’

‘I suppose I shall get into trouble now for tak-
ing Tim into the study,’ said George.

‘And for not coming into lessons this morning,’
said Dick. ‘You really are an idiot, George. I never
knew anyone like you for walking right into
trouble.’

‘Hadn’t you better stay out a bit longer, till
everyone has calmed down a bit?’ said Anne.

‘No,” said George at once. ‘If I'm going to get
into a row, I'll get into it now! I’m not afraidl’

She marched over the cliff path, with Timmy
running round her as usual. The others followed.
It wasn’t nice to think that George was going to get
into such trouble.

They came to the house and went up the path.

Mr Roland saw them from the window and op-
ened the door. He glanced at George.

‘Your father wants to see you in the study,’
said the tutor. Then he turned to the others, look-
ing annoyed.
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‘Why did you go out without me? I meant to go
with you.’

‘Oh did you, sir? I'm sorry,’ said Julian, polite-
ly, not looking at Mr Roland. ‘We just went out on
the cliff a little way.’

‘Georgina, did you go into the study last night?’
asked Mr Roland, watching George as she took off
her hat and coat.

‘T’ll answer my father’s questions, not yours,’
said George.

‘What you want is a good spanking,’ said Mr Ro-
land. ‘And if I were your father I'd give it to you!’

‘You’re not my father,” answered George. She
went to the study door and opened it. There was no
one there.

‘Father isn’t here,’ said George.

‘He’ll be there in a minute,” said Mr Roland.
‘Go in and wait. And you others, go up and wash
for lunch.’

The other three children felt almost as if they
were deserting George as they went up the stairs.
They could hear Timmy whining from the yard
outside. He knew his little mistress was in trouble,
and he wanted to be with her.

George sat down on a chair, and gazed at the
fire, remembering how she had sat on the rug
there with Tim last night, rubbing his hairy chest.
How silly of her to have forgotten the bottle of oill

Her father came into the room, frowning and
angry. He looked sternly at George.

‘Were you in here last night, George?’ he asked.

‘Yes, I was,” answered George at once.

‘What were you doing in here?’ asked her
father. ‘You know you children are forbidden to
come into my study.’ '
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‘T know,’ said George. ‘But you see Timmy had
a dreadful cough, and I couldn’t bear it. So I crept
down about one o’clock and let him in. This was the
only room that was really warm, so I sat here and
rubbed his chest with the oil Mother uses when she
has a cold.’

‘Rubbed the dog’s chest with camphorated oill’
exclaimed her father, in amazement. ‘What a mad
thing to dol As if it would do him any good.’

‘It didn’t seem mad to me,” said George. ‘It
seemed sensible. And Timmy’s cough is much bet-
ter today. I'm sorry for coming into the study. I
didn’t touch a thing, of course.’

‘George, something very serious has happened,’
said her father, looking gravely at her. ‘Some of
my test-tubes with which I was doing an important
experiment, have been broken — and, worse than
that, three pages of my book have gone. Tell me on
your honour that you know nothing of these
things.’

‘I know nothing of them,’ said George, looking
her father straight in the eyes. Her own eyes shone
very blue and clear as she gazed at him. He felt
quite certain that George was speaking the truth.
She could know nothing of the damage done. Then
where were those pages?

‘George, last night when I went to bed at eleven
o’clock, everything was in order,” he said. ‘I read
over those three important pages and checked them
once more myself. This morning they are gone.’

‘Then they must have been taken between
eleven o’clock and one o’clock,’ said George. ‘I was
here from that time until six.’

‘But who could have taken them?’ said her
father. ‘The window was fastened, as far as I
know. And nobody knows that those three pages
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were so important but myself. It is most extraordi-
nary.’

‘Mr Roland probably knew,’ said George, slow-
ly.

‘Don’t be absurd,’ said her father. ‘Even if he
did realise they were important, he would not have
taken them. He’s a very decent fellow. And that re-
minds me — why were you not at lessons this
morning, George?’

‘I’'m not going to do lessons any more with Mr
Roland,’ said George. ‘I simply hate him!’

‘Georgel I will not have you talking like this!’
said her father. ‘Do you want me to say you are to
lose Tim altogether?’

‘No,” said George, feeling shaky about the
knees. ‘And I don’t think it’s fair to keep trying to
force me to do things by threatening me with los-
ing Timothy. If — if — you do a thing like that —
I’ll — I’ll run away or something!’

There were. no tears in George’s eyes. She sat
bolt upright on her chair, gazing defiantly at her
father. How difficult she was! Her father sighed,
and remembered that he too in his own childhood
had been called ‘difficult’. Perhaps George took
after him. She could be so good and sweet — and
here she was being perfectly impossible! -

Her father did not know what to do with
George. He thought he had better have a word with
his wife. He got up and went to the door.

‘Stay here. I shall be back in a moment. I want
to speak to your mother about you.’

"Don’t speak to Mr Roland about me, will you?’
said George, who felt quite certain that the tutor
would urge terrible punishments for her and
Timmy. ‘Oh, Father, if only Timothy had been in
the house last night, sleeping in my room as usual,
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he would have heard whoever it was that stole your
secret — and he would have barked and roused the
house!’

Her father said nothing, but he knew that what
George had said was true. Timmy wouldn’t have let
anyone get into the study. It was funny he hadn’t
barked in the night, if anyone from outside had
climbed in at the study window. Still, it was the
other side of the house. Maybe he had heard noth-
ing.

The door closed. George sat still on her chair,
gazing up at the mantelpiece, where a clock ticked
away the time. She felt very miserable. Everything
was going wrong, every single thing!

As she gazed at the panelled overmantel, she
counted the wooden panels. There were eight. Now,
where had she heard of eight panels before? Of
course — in that Secret Way. There were eight pa-
nels marked on the roll of linen. What a pity there
had not been eight panels in a wooden over-mantel
at Kirrin Farm-housel

George glanced out of the window, and won-
dered if it faced east. She looked to see where the
sun was — it was not shining into the room — but
it did in the early morning - so it must face east.
Fancy — here was a room facing east and with
eight wooden panels. She wondered if it had a stone
floor.

The floor was covered with a large thick carpet.
George got up and went to the wall. She pulled up
the edge of the carpet there — and saw that the
floor underneath was made of large flat stones.
The study had a stone floor tool

She sat down again and gazed at the wooden pa-
nels, trying to remember which one in the roll of
linen was marked with a cross. But of course it
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couldn’t be a room in Kirrin Cottage — it must be
in Kirrin Farm-house where the Secret Way began.

But just suppose it was Kirrin Cottage! Cer-
tainly the directions had been found in Kirrin
Farm-house — but that was not to say that the Se-
cret Way had to begin there, even though Mrs San-
ders seemed to think it did.

George was feeling excited. ‘I must tap round
about those eight panels and try to find the one
that is marked on the linen roll,” she thought. ‘It
may slide back or something, and I shall suddenly
see the entrance openingl’

She got up to try her luck — but at that mo-
ment the door opened again and her father came in
looking very grave.

‘T have been talking to your mother,” he said.
‘She agrees with me that you have been very dis-
obedient, rude and defiant. We can’t let behaviour
like that pass, George. You will have to be pun-
ished.’

George looked anxiously at her father. If only
her punishment had nothing to do with Timothy!
But, of course, it had.

‘You will got to bed for the rest of the day, and
you will not see Timothy for three days,’ said her
father. ‘I will get Julian to feed him and take him
for a walk. If you persist in being defiant, Timothy
will have to go away altogether. I am afraid, queer
as it may seem, that that dog has a bad influence
on you.’

‘He hasn’t, he hasn’t!’ cried George. ‘Oh, he’ll
be so miserable of I don’t see him for three whole
days.’

‘There’s nothing more to be said,” said her
father.’Go straight upstairs to bed, and think over
all T have said to you, George. I am very disap-
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pointed in your behaviour these holidays. I really
did think the influence of your three cousins had
made you into a normal, sensible girl. Now you are
worse than you have ever been.’

He held open the door and George walked out,
holding her head high. She heard the others having
their dinner in the dining-room. She went straight
upstairs and undressed. She got into bed and
thought miserably of not seeing Tim for three
days. She couldn’t bear it! Nobody could passibly
know how much she loved Timothy!

Joanna came up with a tray of dinner. ‘Well,
Miss, it’s a pity to see you in bed,’ she said cheer-
fully. ‘Now you be a sensible girl and behave
properly and you’ll soon be downstairs again.’

George picked at her dinner. She did not feel at
all hungry. She lay back on the bed, thinking of
Tim and thinking of the eight panels over the man-
telpiece. Could they possibly be the ones shown in
the Secret Way directions? She gazed out of the
window and thought hard.

‘Golly, it’s snowing!’ she said suddenly, sitting
up. ‘I thought it would when I saw that leaden sky
this morning. It’s snowing hard! It will be quite
thick by tonight — inches deep. Oh, poor Timothy.
I hope Julian will see that his kennel is kept clear
of the drifting snow.’

George had plenty of time to think as she lay in
bed. Joanna came and took the tray away. No one
else came to see her. George felt sure the other
children had been forbidden to go up and speak to
her. She felt lonely and left-out.

She thought of her father’s lost pages. Could
Mr Roland have taken them? After all, he was
very interested in her father’s work and seemed to
understand it. The thief must have been someone
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who knew which were the important pages. Surely
Timothy would have barked if a thief had come in
from outside, even though the study was the other
side of the house. Timmy had such sharp ears.

‘I think it must have been someone inside the
house,’ said George. ‘None of us children, that’s
certain — and not Mother or Joanna. So that only
leaves Mr Roland. And I did find him in the study
that other night when Timmy woke me by growl-
ing.’

She sat up in bed suddenly. ‘I believe Mr Ro-
land had Timothy put out of the house because he
wanted to go poking round the study again and
was afraid Tim would bark!l’ she thought. ‘He was
so very insistent that Tim should go out of doors
— even when everyone else begged for me to have
him indoors. I believe — I really do believe — that
Mr Roland is the thiefl”

The little girl felt very excited. Could it be that
the tutor had stolen the pagés — and broken those
important test-tubes? How she wished that the
others would come and see her, so that she could
talk things over with them!
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN
Julian has a surprise

The three children downstairs felt very sorry
for George. Uncle Quentin had forbidden them to
go up and see her.

‘A little time for thinking out things all alone
may do George good,’ he said.

‘Poor old George,” said Julian. ‘It’s too bad,
isn’t it? I say — look at the snow!’

The snow was falling very thickly. Julian
went to the window and looked out. ‘I shall
have to go and see that Timmy’s kennel is all
right,” he said. ‘We don’t want the poor old
fellow to be snowed up! I expect he is wonde-
ring what the snow is!’

Timothy was certainly very puzzled to see
everywhere covered with soft white stuff. He sat in
his kennel and stared out at the falling flakes, his
big brown eyes following them as they fell to the
ground. He was puzzled and unhappy. Why was he
living out here be himself in the cold? Why didn’t
George come to him? Didn’t she love him any
more? The big dog was very miserable, as miserable
as George!

He was delighted to see Julian. He jumped up at
the boy and licked his face. ‘Good old Tim!’ said
Julian. ‘Are you all right? Let me sweep away
some of this snow and swing your kennel round a
bit so that no flakes fly inside. There — that’s bet-
ter. No, we’re not going for a walk, old thing —
not now.’
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The boy patted the dog and fussed him a bit,
then went indoors. The others met him at the sit-
ting-room door.

‘Julian! Mr Roland is going out for a walk by
himself. Aunt Fanny is lying down, and Uncle
Quentin is in his study. Can’t we go up and see
George?’

‘We were forbidden to,’ said Julian, doubtfully.

‘I know,’ said Dick. ‘But I don’t mind risking it
for the sake of making George feel a bit happier. It
must be so awful for her, lying up there all alone,
knowing she can’t see Tim for days.’

‘Well — let me go up, as I’'m the eldest,’ said
Julian. ‘You two stay down here in the sitting-
room and talk. Then Uncle Quentin will think

+we’re all here. I’ll slip up and see George for a few
minutes.’

‘All right,’ said Dick. ‘Give her our love and tell
her we’ll look after Timmy.’

Julian slipped quietly up the stairs. He opened
George’s door and crept inside. He shut the door,
and saw George sitting up in bed, looking at him in
delight.

‘Sh!’ said Julian. ‘I’m not supposed to be herel’

‘Oh Julian!’ said George joyfully. ‘How good of
you to come. I was so lonely. Come this side of the
bed. Then if anyone comes in suddenly, you can
duck down and hide.’

Julian went to the other side of the bed. George
began to pour out to him all she had been thinking
of.

‘I believe Mr Roland is the thief, I really dol’
she said. ‘I’'m not saying that because I hate him,
Julian, really I'm not. After all, I did find him
snooping round the study one afternoon — and
again in the middle of the night. He may have got

10* 2901



to hear of my father’s work, and come to see if he
could steal it. It was just lucky for him that we
needed a tutor. I'm sure he stole those pages, and
I’'m sure he wanted Timmy out of the house so that
he could do his stealing without Tim hearing him
and growling.’

‘Oh, George — I don’t think so,’ said Julian,
who really could not approve of the idea of the
tutor doing such a thing. ‘It all sounds so far-
fetched and unbelievable.’

‘Lots of unbelievable things happen,’ said
George. ‘Lots. And this is one of them.’

‘Well, if Mr Roland did steal the pages, they
must be somewhere in the house,’ said Julian. ‘He
hasn’t been out all day. They must be somewhere
in his bedroom.’

‘Of course!l’ said George, looking thrilled. ‘I
wish he’d go out! Then I'd search his room.’

‘George, you can’t do things like that,’ said
Julian, quite shocked.

‘You simply don’t know what things I can do, if
I really want to,’ said George, setting her mouth in
a firm line. ‘Oh — what’s that noise?’

There was the bang of a door. Julian went cau-
tiously to the window and peeped out. The snow
had stopped falling for a time, and Mr Roland had
taken the chance of going out.

‘It’s Mr Roland,’ said Julian.

‘Oooh — I could search his room now, if you’ll
keep watch at the window and tell me if he comes
back,’ said George, throwing back the bedclothes at
once.

‘No, George, don’t,’ said Julian. ‘Honestly and
truly, it’s awful to search somebody’s room like
that. And anyway, I dare say he’s got the pages
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with him. He may even be going to give them to
somebody!’

‘I never thought of that,” said George, and she
looked at Julian with wide eyes. ‘Isn’t that sicken-
ing? Of course he may be doing that. He knows
those two artists at Kirrin Farm-house, for in-
stance. They may be in the plot too.’

‘Oh, George, don’t be silly,” said Julian. ‘You
are making a mountain out of a mole-hill, talking
of plots and goodness knows what! Anyone would
think we were in the middle of a big adventure.’

‘Well, I think we are;’ said George, unexpected-
ly, and she looked rather solemn. ‘I sort of feel it
all round me — a Big Adventure!’

Julian stared at his cousin thoughtfully. Could
there possibly be anything in what she said?

‘Julian, will you do something for me?’ said
George.

‘Of course,’ said the boy, at once.

‘Go out and follow Mr Roland,’ said George.
‘Don’t let him see you. There’s a white macintosh
cloak in the hall cupboard. Put it on and you won’t
bee easily seen against the snow. Follow him and
see if he meets anyone and gives them anything
that looks like the pages of my father’s book —
you know those big pages he writes on. They’re
very large.’

‘All right,” said Julian. ‘But if I do, promise
you won’t go and search his room. You can’t do
things l1ke that, George.'

‘T can,’ said George. ‘But I won’t if you’ll just
follow Mr Roland for me. I'm sure he’s going to
hand over what he has stolen to others who are in
the plot! And I bet those others will be the two ar-
Ests ?t Kirrin Farm-house that he pretended not to

now!’
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‘You'll find you’re quite wrong,” said Julian,
going to the door. ‘I’'m sure I shan’t be able to fol-
low Mr Roland, anyway — he’s been gone five
minutes nowl!’

‘Yes, you will, silly — he’ll have left his foot-
marks in the snow,’ said George. ‘And oh, Julian
— I quite forgot to tell you something else excit-
ing. Oh dear, there isn’t time now. I'll tell you
when you come back, if you can come up again
then It’s about the Secret Way.’

‘Really?’ said Julian, in delight. It had been a
great disappointment to him that all their hunting
and searching had come to nothing. ‘All right —
I'll try and creep up again later. If I don’t come ,
you’ll know I can’t, and you must wait till bed-
time.’

He disappeared and shut the door quietly. He
slipped downstairs, popped his head into the sit-
ting-room and whispered to the others that he was
going out after the tutor.

‘Tell you why, later,” he said. He put the white
macintosh cloak around him and went out into the
garden. Snow was beginning to fall again, but not
yet heavily enough to hide Mr Roland’s deep foot-
marks. He had had big Wellington boots on, and
the footwear showed up well in the six-inch-deep
Snow.

The boy followed them quickly. The countryside
was very wintry-looking now. The sky was low and
leaden, and he could see there was much more
snow to come. He hurried on after Mr Roland,
though he could not see a sign of the tutor.

Down the lane, and over the path that led
across the common went the double row of
footmarks. Julian stumbled on, his eyes glued
to the foot-prints. Suddenly he heard the
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sound of voices and stopped. A big gorse bush
lay to the right and the voices came from
there. The boy went nearer to the bush. He
heard his tutor’s voice, talking in low tones.
He could not hear a word that was said.

‘Whoever can he be talking to?’ he wondered.
He crept up closer to the bush. There was a hollow
space inside. Julian thought he could creep right
into it, though it would be very prickly, and peer
out of the other side. Carefully the boy crept into
the prickly hollow, where the branches were bare
and brown.

He parted the prickly branches slowly and cau-
tiously — and to his amazement he saw Mr Roland
talking to the two artists from Kirrin Farm-house
— Mr Thomas and Mr Wilton! So George was
right. The tutor had met them — and, as Julian
watched, Mr Roland handed over to Mr Thomas a
doubled up sheaf of papers.

‘They look just like pages from Uncle Quentin’s
book,” said Julian to himself. ‘I say — this is
mighty queer. It does begin to look like a plot —
with Mr Roland as the centre of it!’

Mr Thomas put the papers into the pocket of his
overcoat. The men muttered a few more words,
which even Julian’s sharp ears could not catch,
and then parted. The artists went off towards Kir-
rin Farm-house, and Mr Roland took the path back
over the common. Julian crouched down in the hol-
low of the prickly gorse bush, hoping the tutor
would not turn and see him. Luckily he didn’t. He
went straight on and disappeared into the snow,
which was now falling thickly. It was also begin-
ning to get dark and Julian, unable to see the path
very clearly, hurried after Mr Roland, half-afraid
of being lost in the snow-storm.
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Mr Roland was not anxious to be out longer
than he could help, either. He almost ran back to
Kirrin Cottage. He came to the gate at last, and
Julian watched him go into the house. He gave him
a little time to take off his things and then, giving
Timothy a pat as he went by, he went to the gar-
den door. He took of his macintosh cloak,
changed his boots, and slipped into the sitting-
room before Mr Roland had come down from his
bedroom. ,

‘What’s happened?’ asked Dick and Anne,
seeing that Julian was in a great state of excite-
ment. But he could not tell them, for just then
Joanna came in to lay the tea.

Much to Julian’s disappointment, he could not
say a word to the others all that evening, because
one or other of the grown-ups was always in the
room. Neither could he go up to see George. He
could hardly wait to tell his news, but it was no
good, he had to.

‘Is it still snowing, Aunt Fanny?’ asked Anne.

Her aunt went to the front doer and looked out.
The snow was piled high against the step!

‘Yes,” she said, when she came back. ‘It is
snowing fast and thickly. If it goes on like this we
shall be completely snowed up, as we were two win-
ters agol We couldn’t get out of the house for five
days then. The milkman couldn’t get to us, nor the
baker. Fortunately we had plenty of tinned milk,
and I can bake my own bread. You poor children —
you will not be able to go out tomorrow — the snow
will be too thick.’

‘Will Kirrin Farm-house be snowed up too?’
asked Mr Roland.

‘Oh yes — worse than we shall be,” said Aunt
Fanny. ‘But they won’t mind! They have plenty of
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food there. They will be prisoners just as much,
and more, as we shall.’

Julian wondered why Mr Roland had asked that
question. Was he afraid that his friends would not
‘be able to send those pages away by the post — or
take them anywhere by bus or car? The boy felt
certain this was the reason for the question. How
he longed to be able to talk over everything with
the others.

‘I’m tired!” he said, about eight o’clock. ‘Let’s
go to bed.’

Dick and Anne stared at him in astonishment.
Usually, as he was the eldest, he went to bed last of
all. Tonight he was actually asking to gol Julian
winked quickly at them, and they backed him up at
once.

Dick yawned widely, and so did Anne. Their aunt
put down the sewing she was doing. ‘You do sound
tired!’ she said. ‘I think you’d better all go to bed.’

‘Could I just go out and see if Timmy is all
right?’ asked Julian. His aunt nodded. The boy put
on his rubber boots and coat, and slipped out
through the garden door into the yard. It was very
deep in snow, too. Tim’s kennel was half-hidden in
it. The dog had trampled a space in front of the
kennel door, and stood there, looking for Julian as
he came out of the house.

‘Poor old boy, out here in the snow all alone,’
said Julian. He patted the dog, and Timmy whined.
He was asking to go back with the boy.

‘T wish I could take you back with me,’” said
Julian. ‘Never mind, Timothy. I’ll come and see
you tomorrow.’

He went indoors again. The children said good-
night to their aunt and Mr Roland, and went up-
stairs.
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‘Undress quickly, put on dressing-gowns and
meet in George’s room,” whispered Julian to the
others. ‘Don’t make a sound or we’ll have Aunt
Fanny up. Quick now!’

In less than three minutes the children were
undressed, and were sitting on George’s bed. She
was very pleased to see them. Anne slipped into bed
with her, because her feet were cold.

‘Julian! Did you follow Mr Roland all right?’
whispered George.

‘Why did he follow him?’ asked Dick, who had
been dying to know.

Julian told them everything as quickly as he
could — all that George suspected — and how he
had followed the tutor — and what he had seen.
When George heard how Julian had watched him
giving a sheaf of papers to the two artists, her eyes
gleamed angrily.

‘The thief! They must have been the lost pages!
And to think my father has been so friendly to
him. Oh, what can we do? Those men will get the
papers away as quickly as they can, and the secret
Father has been working on for ages will be used
by someone else — for some other country, prob-
ably!’

‘They can’'t get the papers away,’ said
Julian. ‘You’ve no idea how thick the snow is.
now, George. We shall be prisoners here for a
few days, if this snow goes on, and so will
the people in Kirrin Farm-house. If they want
to hide the papers, they will have to hide them
in the farm-house! If only we could get over
there and hunt round!’

‘Well, we can’t,” said Dick. ‘That’s quite cer-
tain. We’d be up to our necks in snow!’
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The four children looked gloomily at one #n-
other. Dick and Anne could hardly believe that the
jolly Mr Roland was a thief — a spy perhaps,
trying to steal a valuable secret from a friendly
scientist. And they couldn’t stop it.

‘We’'d better tell your father,” said Julian at
last.

‘No,’ said Anne. ‘He wouldn’t believe it, would
he, George?’

‘He'd laugh at us and go straight and tell Mr
Roland,’ said George. ‘That would warn him, and
he mustn’t be warned. He mustn’t know that we
guess anything.’

‘Sh! Aunt Fanny’s comingl’ whispered Dick,
suddenly. The boys slipped out of the room and
into bed. Anne hopped across to her own little bed.
All 'was peace and quiet when the children’s aunt
came into the bedroom.

She said good-night and tucked them up. As
soon as she had gone down, the four children met
together again in George’s room.

‘George, tell me now what you were going to say
about the Secret Way,’ said Julian.

‘Oh, yes,” said George. ‘Well, there may be
nothing in my idea at all — but in the study down-
stairs, there are eight wooden panels over the man-
telpiece — and the floor is of stone — and the room
faces east! A bit queer, isn’t it? Just what the di-
rections said.’

‘Is there a cupboard there too?’ asked Julian.

‘No. But there is everything else,” said George.
‘And I was just wondering if by any chance the en-
trance to the Secret Way is in this house, not in
the farm-house. After all, they both belonged to my
family at one time, you know. The people living in
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the farm-house years ago must have known all
about this cottage.’

‘Golly, George — suppose the entrance was
herel’ said Dick. ‘Wouldn’t it be simply marvellous!
Let’s go straight down and look!’

‘Don’t be silly,” said Julian. ‘Go down to the
study when Uncle Quentin is there? I'd rather meet
twenty lions than face Uncle! Especially after what
has happened!’

‘Well, we simply must find out if George’s idea
is right; we simply must,’ said Dick, forgetting to
whisper.

‘Shut up, idiot’ said Julian, giving him a
punch. ‘Do you want to bring the whole household
up here?’

‘Sorry!’ said Dick. ‘But, oh golly, this is excit-
ing. It’s an Adventure again.’

‘Just what I said,’ said George, eagerly. ‘Listen,
shall we wait till midnight, and then creep down to
the study when everyone is asleep, and try our
luck? There may be nothing in my idea at all — but
we’ll have to find out now. I don’t believe I could
go to sleep till I've tried each one of those panels
over the mantelpiece to see if something happens.’

‘Well, I know I can’t sleep a wink either,’ said
Dick. ‘Listen — is that someone coming up? We’d
better go. Come on, Julian! We’ll meet in George's
room at midnight — and creep down and try out
George's ideal’

The two boys went off to their own room.
Neither of them could sleep a wink. Nor could
George. She lay awake, and went over and
over in her mind all that had happened those
holidays. ‘It’s like a jigsaw puzzle,” she
thought. ‘I couldn’t understand a lot of things
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at first — but now they are fitting together,
and making a picture.’

Anne was fast asleep. She had to be awak-
ened at midnight. ‘Come on!” whispered
Julian, shaking her. ‘Don’t you want to share
in this adventure?’



CHAPTER FOURTEEN
The Secret Way at last!

The four children crept downstairs through
the dark and silent night. Nobody made a
sound at all. They made their way to the
study. George softly closed the door and then
switched on the light.

The children stared at the eight panels over the
mantelpiece. Yes — there were exactly eight, four
in one row and four in the row above. Julian
spread the linen roll out on the table, and the child-
ren pored over it.

‘The cross is in the middle of the second panel
in the top row,’ said Julian, in a low voice. ‘I’ll try
pressing it. Watch, all of you!’

He went to the fireplace. The others fol-
lowed him, their hearts beating fast with ex-
citement. Julian stood on tiptoe and began to
press hard in the middle of the second panel.
Nothing happened.

‘Press harder! Tap it!’ said Dick.

‘I daren’t make too much noise,” said Julian,
feeling all over the panel to see if there was any
roughness that might tell of a hidden spring or
lever.

Suddenly, under his hands, the panel slid si-
lently back, just as the one had done at Kirrin
Farm-house in the halll The children stared at the
space behind, thrilled.

‘It’s not big enough to get into,’ said George. ‘It
can’t be the entrance to the Secret Way.’
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Julian got out his torch from his dressing-gown
pocket. He put it inside the opening, and gave a
low exclamation.

‘There’s a sort of handle here — with strong
wire or something attached to it. I’ll pull it and see
what happens.’

He pulled — but he was not strong enough to
move the handle that seemed to be embedded in the
wall. Dick put his hand in and the two boys then
pulled together.

‘It’s moving — it’s giving way a bit,” panted
Julian. ‘Go on, Dick, pull hard!’

The handle suddenly came away from the wall,
and behind it came thick wire, rusty and old. At
the same time a curious grating noise came from
below the hearthrug in front of the fireplace, and
Anne almost fell.

‘Julian! Something is moving under the rug!’
she said, frightened. ‘T felt it. Under the rug,
quick!’

The handle could not be pulled out any farther.
The boys let go, and looked down. To the right of
the fireplace, under the rug, something had moved.
There was no doubt of that. The rug sagged down
instead of being flat and straight.

‘A stone has moved in the floor,’ said Julian,
his voice shaking with excitement. ‘This handle
works a lever, which is attached to this wire. Quick
— pull up the rug, and roll back the carpet.’

With trembling hands the children pulled back
the rug and the carpet — and then stood staring at
a very strange thing. A big flat stone laid in the
floor had slipped downwards, pulled in some man-
ner by the wire attached to the handle hidden be-
hind the panell There was now a black space where
the stone had been.
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‘Look at thatl’ said George, in a thrilling whis-
per. ‘The entrance to the Secret Way!’

‘It’s here after alll’ said Julian.

‘Let’s go down!’ said Dick.

‘Nol’ said Anne, shivering at the thought of
disappearing into the black hole.

Julian flashed his torch into the black space.
The stone had slid down and then sideways. Below
was a space just big enough to take a man, bending
down.

‘T expect there’s a passage or something leading
from here, under the house, and out,’ said Julian.
‘Golly, I wonder where it leads to?’

‘We simply must find out,’ said George.

‘Not now,’ said Dick. ‘It’s dark and cold. I don’t
fancy going along the Secret Way at midnight. I
don’t mind just hopping down to see what it’s like —
but don’t let’s go along any passage till tomorrow.’

‘Uncle Quentin will be working here tomorrow,’
said Julian.

‘He said he was going to sweep the snow away
from the front door in the morning,’ said George.
‘We could slip into the study then. It’s Saturday.
There 'may be no lessons.

‘All right,” said Julian, who badly wanted
to explore everything then and there. ‘But for
goodness’ sake let’s have a look and see if
there is a passage down there. At present all
we can see is a holel’

‘T’ll help you down,’ said Dick. So he gave his
brother a hand and the boy dropped lightly down
into the black space, holding his torch. He gave a
loud exclamation.

‘It’s the entrance to the Secret Way all right!
There’s a passage leading from here under the
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house — awfully low and narrow — but I can see
it’s a passage. I do wonder where it leads tol’

He shivered. It was cold and damp down there.
‘Give me a hand up, Dick,’” he said. He was soon
out of the hole and in the warm study again.

The children looked at one another in the grea-
test joy and excitement. This was an Adventure, a
real Adventure. It was a pity they couldn’t go on
with it now.

‘We’ll try and take Timmy with us tomorrow,’
said George. ‘Oh, I say — how are we going to shut
the entrance up?’

‘We can’t leave the rug and carpet sagging over
that hole,’ said Dick. ‘Nor can we leave the panel
open.’

‘We’ll see if we can get the stone back,’” said
Julian. He stood on tiptoe and felt about inside the
panel. His hand closed on a kind of knob, set deep
in a stone. He pulled it, and at once the handle slid
back, pulled by the wire. At the same time the sunk
stone glided to the surface of the floor again, mak-
ing a slight grating sound as it did so.

‘Well, it’s like magicl’ said Dick. ‘It really is!
Fancy the mechanism working so smoothly after
years of not being used. This is the most exciting
thing I've ever seen!’

There was a noise in the bedroom above. The
children stood still gnd listened.

‘It’'s Mr Roland!'whispered Dick. ‘He’s heard
us. Quick, slip upstairs before he comes down.’

They switched out the light and opened the
study door softly. Up the stairs they fled, as quiet-
ly as Indians, their hearts thumping so loudly that
it seemed as if everyone in the house must hear the
beat.
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The girls got safely to their rooms and Dick was
able to slip into his. But Julian was seen by Mr Ro-
land as he came out of his room with a torch.

‘What are you doing, Julian?’ asked the tutor,
in surprise. ‘Did you hear a noise downstairs? I
thought I did.’

‘Yes — I heard quite a lot of noise downstairs,’
said Julian, truthfully. ‘But perhaps it’s snow fall-
ing off the roof, landing with a plop on the
ground, sir. Do you think that’s it?’

‘T don’t know,’ said the tutor doubtfully. ‘We’ll
go down and see.’

They went down, but of course, there was noth-
ing to be seen. Julian was glad they had been able
to shut the panel and make the stone come back to
its proper place again. Mr Roland was the very last
person he wanted to tell his secret to.

They went upstairs and Julian slipped into his
room. ‘Is it all right?’ whispered Dick."

‘Yes,” said Julian. ‘Don’t let’s talk. Mr Ro-
land’s awake, and I don’t want him to suspect any-
thing.’

The boys fell asleep. When they awoke in the
morning, there was a completely white world out-
side. Snow covered everything and covered it dee-
ply. Timothy’s kennel could not be seen! But there
were footmarks round about it.

George gave a squeal when she saw how deep
the snow was. ‘Poor Timothy! I'm going to get him
in. I don’t care what anyone says! I won’t let him
be buried in the snow!’

She dressed and tore downstairs. She went out
to the kennel, floundering knee deep in the snow.
But there was no Timmy there!

A loud bark from the kitchen made her jump.
Joanna the cook knocked on the kitchen window.
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‘It’s all right! I couldn’t bear the dog out there in
the snow, so I fetched him in, poor thing. Your
mother says I can have him in the kitchen but
you're not to come and see him.’

‘Oh, good — Timmy’s in the warmth!’ said
George, gladly. She yelled to Joanna, ‘Thanks aw-
fully! You are kind!’

She went indoors and told the others. They were
very glad. ‘And I've got a bit of news for you,’ said
Dick. ‘Mr Roland is in bed with a bad cold, so there
are to be no lessons today. Cheers!’

‘Golly, that is good news,’ said George, cheering
up tremendously. ‘Timmy in the warm kitchen and
Mr Roland kept in bed. I do feel pleased!’

‘We shall be able to explore the Secret Way
safely now,’ said Julian. ‘Aunt Fanny is going to
do something in the kitchen this morning with
Joanna, and Uncle is going to tackle the snow. I
vote we say we’ll do lessons by ourselves in the sit-
ting-room, and then, when everything is safe, we’ll
explore the Secret Way!l’

‘But why must we do lessons?’ asked George in
dismay.

‘Because if we don’t, silly, we’ll have to help
your father dig away the snow,’ said Julian.

So, to his uncle’s surprise, Julian suggested
that the four children should do lessons by them-
selves in the siting-room. ‘Well, I thought you’d
like to come and help dig away the snow,’ said
Uncle Quentin. ‘But perhaps you had better get on
with your work.’

The children sat themselves down as good as
gold in the sitting-room, their books before them.
They heard Mr Roland coughing in his room. They
heard their aunt go into the kitchen and talk to
Joanna. They heard Timmy scratching at the kit-
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chen door — then paws pattering down the passage
— then a big, inquiring nose came round the door,
and there was old Timmy, looking anxiously for
his beloved mistress!

‘Timmy!’ squealed George, and ran to him. She
flung her arms round his neck and hugged him.

‘You act as if you hadn’t seen Tim for a year,’
said Julian.

‘It seems like a year,” said George. ‘I say,
there’s my father digging away like mad. Can’t we
go to the study now? We ought to be safe for a
good while.’

They left the sitting-room and went to the
study. Julian was soon pulling the handle behind
the secret panel. George had already turned back
the rug and the carpet. The stone slid downward
and sideways. The Secret Way was open!

‘Come on!’ said Julian. ‘Hurry!’

He jumped down into the hole. Dick followed,
then Anne, then George. Julian pushed them all
into the narrow, low passage. Then he looked up.
Perhaps he had better pull the carpet and rug over
the hole, in case anyone came into the room and
looked around. It took him a few seconds to do it.
Then he bent down and joined the others in the
passage. They were going to explore the Secret Way
at last!



CHAPTER.FIFTEEN
An exciting journey and hunt

Timothy had leapt down into the hole when
George had jumped. He now ran ahead of the child-
ren, puzzled at their wanting to explore such a
cold, dark place. Both Julian and Dick had torches,
which threw broad beams before them.

There was not much to be seen. The Secret Way
under the old house was narrow and low, so that the
children were forced to go in single file, and to stoop
almost double. It was a great relief to them when the
passage became a little wider, and the room a little
higher. It was very tiring to stoop all the time.

‘Have you any idea where the Secret Way is
going?* Dick asked Julian. ‘I mean — is it going
towards the sea, or away from it?’

‘Oh, not towards the seal’ said Julian, who had
a very good sense of direction. ‘As far as I can
make out the passage is going towards the com-
mon. Look at the walls — they are rather sandy in
places, and we know the common has sandy soil. I
hope we shan’t find that the passage has fallen in
anywhere.’ .

They went on and on. The Secret Way was very
straight, though occasionally it wound round a
rocky part in a curve.

‘Isn’t it dark and cold,’ said Anne, shivering. ‘I
wish I had put on a coat. How many miles have we
come, Julian?’

‘Not even one, sillyl’ said Julian. ‘Hallo — look
here — the passage has fallen in a bit therel’
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Two bright torches shone in front of them and
the children saw that the sandy roof had fallen in.
Julian kicked at the pile of sandy soil with his foot.

‘It’s all right,” he said. ‘We can force our way
through easily. It isn’t much of a fall, and it’s
mostly sand. I'll do a bit of kicking!’

After some trampling and kicking, the roof-fall
no longer blocked the way. There was now enough
room for the children to climb over it, bending
their heads low to avoid knocking them against the
top of the passage. Julian shone his torch forward,
and saw that the way was clear.

‘The Secret Way is very wide just here!’ he said
suddenly, and flashed his torch around to show the
others.

‘It’s been widened out to make a sort of little
room,’ said George. ‘Look, there’s a kind of bench
at the back, made out of the rock. I believe it’s a
resting-place.’

George was right. It was very tiring to creep
along the narrow passage for so long. The little
wide place with its rocky bench, made a very good
resting-place. The four tired children, cold but ex-
cited, huddled together on the queer seat and took
a welcome rest. Timmy put his head on. George’s
knee. He was delighted to be with her again.

‘Well, come on,” said Julian, after a few
minutes. ‘I’m getting awfully cold. I do wonder
where this passage comes out!’

‘Julian — do you think it could come out at
Kirrin Farm-house?’ asked George, suddenly. ‘You
know what Mrs Sanders said — that there was a
secret passage leading from the Farm-house some-
where. Well, this may be the one — and it leads to
Kirrin Cottage!’
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‘George, I believe you’re right!’ said Julian.
‘Yes — the two houses belonged to your family
years agol And in the old days there were oftent se-
cret passages joining houses, so it’s quite plain this
secret way joins them up together! Why didn’t I
think of that before?’

‘I say!’ squealed Anne, in a high, excited voice,
‘I say! I’ve thought of something too!l’

‘What?’ asked everyone.

‘Well — if those two artists have got Uncle’s
papers, we may be able to get them away before the
men can send them off by post, or take them away
themselves!” squeaked Anne, so thrilled with her
idea that she could hardly get the words out quick-
ly enough. ‘They’re prisoners at the Farm-house
because of the snow, just as we were at the Cot-
tage.’ '

‘Anne! You’re right!” said Julian.

‘Clever girll’ said Dick.

‘I say — if we could get those papers again —
how wonderful it would bel’ cried George. Timmy
joined in the general excitement, and jumped up
and down in joy. Something had pleased the child-
ren, so he was pleased tool

‘Come on!’ said Julian, taking Anne’s hand.
“This is thrilling. If George is right, and this Secret
Way comes out at Kirrin Farm-house somewhere,
we’ll somehow hunt through those men’s rooms
and find the papers.’

‘You said that searching people’s rooms was a
shocking thing to do,’ said George.

‘Well, I didn’t know then all I know now,’ said
Julian. ‘We’re doing this for your father — and
maybe for our country too, if his secret formula is
valuable. We’ve got to set our wits to work now, to
outwit dangerous enemies.’
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‘Do you really think they are dangerous?’ asked
Anne rather afraid.

‘Yes, I should think so,’” said Julian. ‘But you
needn’t worry, Anne, You’ve got me and Dick and
Tim to protect you.’

‘T can protect her too,’ said George, indignantly.
‘I’m as good as a boy any day!’

‘Yes, you are, really,’ said Dick. ‘In fact, you're
fiercer than any boy I knowl’

‘Come on,’ said Julian, impatiently. ‘I’m long-
ing to get to the end of this passage.’

They all went on again, Anne following behind
Julian, and Dick behind George. Timmy ran up and
down the line, squeezing by them whenever he
wanted to. He thought it was a very peculiar way
to spend a morning!

Julian stopped suddenly, after they had gone a
good way. ‘What’s up?’ asked Dick, from the back.
‘Not another roof-fall, I hope!’

‘No — but I think we’ve come to the end of the
passagel’ said Julian, thrilled. The others crowded
as close to him as they could. The passage certainly
had come to and end. There was a rocky wall in
front of them, and set firmly in it were iron staples
intended for footholds. These went up the wall and
when Julian turned his torch upwards, the child-
ren saw that there was a square opening in the roof'
of the passage.

. ‘We have to climb up this rocky wall now,’ said
Julian, ‘go through that dark hole there, keep on
climbing — and goodness knows where we come
out! I'll go first. You wait here, everyone, and I'll
come back and tell you what I’ve seen.’

The boy put his torch between his teeth, and
then pulled himself up by the iron staples set in
the wall. He set his feet on them, and then climbed
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up through the square dark hole, feeling for the
staples as he went.

He went up for a good way. It was almost like
going up a chimney shaft, he thought. It was cold
and smelt musty.

Suddenly he came to a ledge, and he stepped on
to it. He took his torch from his teeth and flashed
it around him.

There was stone wall behind him, at the side fo
him and stone above him. The black hole up which
he had come, yawned by his feet. Julian shone his
torch in front of him, and a shock of surprise went
through him.

There was no stone wall in front of him, but a
big wooden door, made of black oak. A handle was
set about waist-high, Julian turned it with trem-
bling fingers. What was he going to see?

The door opened outwards, over the ledge, and
it was difficult to get round it without falling back
into the hole. Julian managed to open it wide,
squeezed round it without losing his footing, and
stepped beyond it, expecting to find himself in a
room.

But his hand felt more wood in front of him! He
shone his torch round, and found that he was up
against what looked like yet another door. Under
his searching fingers it suddenly moved sideways.
and slid silently awayl!

And then Julian knew where he was! ‘I’m in the
cupboard at Kirrin Farm-house — the one that has
a false back!’ he thought. ‘The Secret Way comes
up behind it! How clever! Little did we know when
we played about in this cupboard that not only did
it have a sliding back, but that it was the entrance
to the Secret Way, hidden behind it!’
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The cupboard was now full of clothes belonging
to the artists. Julian stood and listened. There was
no sound of anyone in the room. Should he just
take a quick look round, and see if those lost
papers were anywhere about?

Then he remembered the other four, waiting pa-
tiently below in the cold. He had better go and tell
them what had happened. They could all come and
help in the search.

He stepped into the space behind the sliding
back. The sliding door slipped across again, and
Julian was left standing on the narrow ledge, with
the old oak door wide open to one side of him. He
did not bother to shut it. He felt about his feet, and
found the iron staples in the hole below him. Down
he went, clinging with his hands and feet, his
torch in his teeth again.

‘Julian! What a time you’ve been! Quick, tell us
all about it!’ cried George.

‘It’s most terribly thrilling,’ said Julian. ‘Abso-
lutely super! Where do you suppose all ,this leads
to? Into the cupboard at Kirrin-house — the one
that’s got a false back!l’

‘Golly!’ said Dick.

‘I say!’ said George.

‘Did you go into the room?’ cried Anne.

‘I climbed as far as I could and came to a big
oak door,’ said Julian. ‘It has a handle this side, so
I swung it wide open. Then I saw another wooden
door in front of me — at least, I thought it was a
door, I didn’t know it was just the false back of
that cupboard. It was quite easy to slide back and I
stepped through, and found myself among a whole
lot of clothes hanging in the cupboard! Then I hur-
ried back to tell you.’
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‘Julianl We can hunt for those papers now,’
said George, eagerly. ‘Was there anyone in the
room?’

‘I couldn’t hear anyone,” said Julian. ‘Now
what I propose is this — we’ll all go up, and have a
hunt round those two rooms. The men have the
room next to the cupboard one too.’

‘Oh good!’ said Dick, thrilled at the thought of
such an adventure. ‘Let’s go now. You go first, Ju.
Then Anne, then George and then me.’

‘What about Tim?’ asked George.

‘He can’t climb, silly,’ said Julian. ‘He’s a sim-
ply marvellous dog, but he certainly can’t climb,
George. We'll have to leave him down here.’

‘He won’t like that,’ said George.

‘Well, we can’t carry him up,’ said Dick. ‘You
won’t mind staying here for a bit, will you, Tim,
old fellow?’

Tim wagged his tail. But, as he saw the four
children mysteriously disappearing up the wall, he
put his big tail down ‘at once. What! Going without
him? How could they?

He jumped up at the wall, and fell back. He
jumped again and whined. George called down in a
low voice.

‘Be quiet, Tim dear! We shan’t be long.’

Tim stopped whining. He lay down at the bot-
tom of the wall, his ears well-cocked. This adven-
ture was becoming more and more peculiar!

Soon the children were on the narrow ledge. The
old oak door was still wide open. Julian shone his
torch and the others saw the false back of the cup-
board. Julian put his hands on it and it slid silent-
ly sideways. Then the torch shone on coats and
dressing-gowns!
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The children stood quite still, listening. There
was no sound from the room. ‘I’'ll open the cup-
board door and peep into the room,” whispered
Julian. ‘Don’t make a sound!’

The boy pushed between the clothes and felt for
the outer cupboard door with his hand. He found
it, and pushed it slightly. It opened a little and a
shaft of daylight came into the cupboard. He
peeped cautiously into the room.

There was no one there at all. That was good.
‘Come on!’ he whispered to the others. ‘The room’s
empty!’

One by one the children crept out of the clothes
cupboard and into the room. There was a big bed
there, a wash-stand, chest of drawers, small table
and two chairs. Nothing else. It would be easy to
search the whole room.

‘Look, Julian, there’s a door between the two
rooms,’ said George, suddenly. ‘Two of us can go
and hunt there and two here — and we can lock the
doors that lead on to the landing, so that no one
can come in and catch us!’

‘Good ideal’ said Julian, who was afraid that at
any moment someone might come in and catch
them in their search. ‘Anne and I will go into the
next room, and you and Dick can search this one.
Lock the door that opens on to the landing, Dick,
and I’ll lock the one in the other room. We’ll leave
the connecting-door open, so that we can whisper to
one another.’

Quietly the boy and girl slipped through the
connecting-door into the second room, which was
very like the first. That was empty too. Julian
went over to the door that led to the landing, and
turned the key in the lock. He heard Dick doing the
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same to the door in the other room. He heaved a
big sigh. Now he felt safe!

‘Anne, turn up the rugs and see if any papers
are hidden there,” he said. ‘Then look under the
chair-cushions and strip the bed to see if anything
is hidden under the mattress.’

Anne set to work, and Julian began to hunt too.
He started on the chest of drawers, which he
thought would be a very likely place to hide things
in. The children’s hands were shaking, as they felt
here and there for the lost papers. It was so ter-
ribly exciting.

They wondered where the two men were. Down
in the warm kitchen, perhaps. It was cold up here
in the bedrooms, and they would not want to be
away from the warmth. They could not go out be-
cause the snow was piled in great drifts round Kir-
rin Farm-housel!

Dick and George were searching hard in the
other room. They looked in every drawer. They
stripped the bed. They turned up rugs and carpet.
They even put their hands up the big chimney-
placel

‘Julian? Have you found anything?’ asked Dick
in a low voice, appearing at the door between the
two rooms.

‘Not a thing,” said Julian, rather gloomily.
‘They’ve hidden the papers welll I only hope they
haven’t got them on them — in their pockets, or
something!’

Dick stared at him in dismay. He hadn’t
thought of that. ‘That would be sickening!’ he said.

‘You go back and hunt everywhere — simply
everywhere!” orGcered Julian. ‘Punch the pillows to
see of they’ve stuck them under the pillow-case!’
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Dick disappeared. Rather a lot of noise came
from his room. It sounded as if he were doing a
good deal of punchingl!

Anne and Julian went on hunting too. There
was simply nowhere that they did not look. They
even turned the pictures round to see if the papers
had been stuck behind one of them. But there was
nothing to be found. It was bitterly disappointing.

‘We can’'t go without finding them,’ said
Julian, in desperation. ‘It was such a bit of luck to
get here like this, down the Secret Way — right
into the bedrooms! We simply must find those
papers!’

‘I say,’ said Dick, appearing again, ‘I can hear
voices! Listen!’

All four children listened. Yes — there were
men’s voices — just outside the bedroom doors!



CHAPTER SIXTEEN
The children are discovered

'What shall we do?’ whispered George. They
had all tiptoed to the first room, and were standing
together, listening.

‘We'd better go down the Secret Way again,’
said Julian.

‘Oh no, we ...’began George, when she heard the
handle of the door being turned. Whoever was
trying to get in, could not open the door. There was
an angry exclamation, and then the children heard
Mr Wilton’s voice. ‘Thomas! My door seems to
have stuck. Do you mind if I come through your
bedroom and see what’s the matter with this
handle?’

‘Come right along!’ came the voice of Mr
Thomas. There was the sound of footsteps
going to the outer door of the second room.
Then there was the noise of a handle being
turned and shaken.

‘What’s this!’ said Mr Wilton, in exasperation.
‘This won’t open, either. Can the doors be locked?’

‘It looks like it!’ said Mr Thomas.

There was a pause. Then the children distinctly
heard a few words uttered in a low voice. ‘Are the
papers safe? Is anyone after them?’

‘They’re in your room, aren’t they?’ said Mr
Thomas. There was another pause. The children
looked at one another. So the men had got the
papers — and what was more, they were in the
room! The very room the children stood in! They
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looked round it eagerly, racking their brains to
think of some place they had not yet explored.

‘Quick! Hunt round again while we’ve time,’
whispered Julian. ‘Don’t make a noise.’

On tiptoe the children began a thorough hunt
once more. How they searched! They even opened
the pages of the books on the table, thinking that
the papers might have been slipped in there. But
they could find nothing.

‘Hi, Mrs Sanders!’ came Mr Wilton’s voice.
‘Have you by any chance locked these two doors?
We can’t get in!’

‘Dear me!l’ said the voice of Mrs Sanders from
the stairs. ‘I’ll come along and see. I certainly
haven’t locked any doors!’

Once again the handles were turned, but the
doors would not open.The men began to get very
impatient.

‘Do you suppose anyone is in our rooms?’ Mr
Wilton asked Mrs Sanders.

She laughed.

‘Well now, sir, who would be in your rooms?
There’s only me and Mr Sanders in the house, and
you know as well as I do that on one can come in
from outside, for we’re quite snowed up. I don’t
understand it — the locks of the doors must have
slipped.’

Anne was lifting up the wash-stand jug to look
underneath, at that moment. It was heavier than
she thought, and she had to let it down again sud-
denly. It struck the marble wash-stand with a
crash, and water slopped out all over the placel

Everyone outside the door heard the noise. Mr
Wilton banged on the door and rattled the handle.

‘Who'’s there? Let us in or you’ll be sorryl What
are you doing in there?’
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‘Idiot, Anne!’ said Dick. ‘Now they’ll break the
door down!’ } ’

That was exactly what the two men intended to
do! Afraid that someone was mysteriously in their
room, trying to find the stolen papers, they went
quite mad, and began to put their shoulders to the
door, and heave hard. The door shook and creaked.

‘Now you be careful what you’re doing!’ cried
the indignant voice of Mrs Sanders. The men took
no notice. There came a crash as they both tried out
their double strength on the door.

‘Quick! We must go!’ said Julian. ‘We mustn’t
let the men know how we got here, or we shan’t be
able to come and hunt another time. Anne, George,
Dick — get back to the cupboard quickly!’

The children raced for the clothes cupboard. ‘I’ll
go first and help you down,’ said Julian. He got
out on to the narrow ledge and found the iron foot-
holds with his feet. Down he went, torch held be-
tween his teeth as usual.

‘Anne, come next,” he called, ‘And Dick, you
come third, and give a hand to Anne if she wants
it. George is a good climber — she can easily get
down herself.’

Anne was slow at climbing down. She was ter-
ribly excited, rather frightened, and so afraid of
falling that she hardly dared to feel for each iron
staple as she went down.

‘Buck up, Anne!’ whispered Dick, above her.
‘The men have almost got the door down!’

There were tremendous sounds coming from the
bedroom door. At any moment now it might break
down, and the men would come racing in. Dick was
thankful when he could begin to climb down the
walll Once they were all out, George could shut the
big oak door, and they would be safe.
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George was hidden among the clothes in the
cupboard, waiting her turn to climb down. As she
stood there, trying in vain to go over any likely
hiding-place in her mind, her hands felt something
rustly in the pocket of a coat, she was standing
against. It was a macintosh coat, with big pockets.
The little girl’s heart have a leap.

Suppose the papers had been left in the
pocket of the coat the man had on when he
took .them from Mr Roland? That was the only
place the children had not searched — the poc-
kets of the coats in the cupboard! With trem-
bling fingers the girl felt in the pocket where
the rustling was.

She drew out a sheaf of papers. It was dark in
the cupboard, and she could not see if they were
the ones she was hunting for, or not — but how
she hoped they werel She stuffed them up the front
of her jersey, for she had no big pocket, and whis-
pered to Dick:

‘Can I come now?’

Crash! The door fell in with a terrific noise, and
the two men leapt into the room. They looked
round. It was empty! But there was the water spilt
on the wash-stand and on the floor. Someone must
be there somewherel!

‘Look in the cupboard!’ said Mr Thomas.

George crept out of the clothes and on to the
narrow ledge, beyond the place where the false back
of the cupboard used to be. It was still hidden side-
ways in the wall. The girl climbed down the hole a
few steps and then shut the oak door which was
now above her head. She had not enough strength
to close it completely, but she hoped that now she
was safel
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The men went to the cupboard and felt about in
the clothes for anyone who might possibly be hid-
ing there. Mr Wilton gave a loud cry.

‘The papers are gone! They were in this pocket!
There’s not a sign of them. Quick, Thomas, we
must find the thief and get them back!’

The men did not notice that the cupboard
seemed to go farther back than usual. They stepped
away from it now that they were sure no one was
there, and began to hunt round the room.

By now all the children except George were at
the bottom of the hole, standing in the Secret Way,
waiting impatiently for George to come down. Poor
George was in such a hurry to get down that she
caught her clothing on one of the staples, and had
to stand in a very dangerous position trying to
disentangle it.

‘Come on, George, for goodness sake!’ said
Julian.

Timothy jumped up at the wall. He could feel
the fear and excitement of the waiting children,
and it upset him. He wanted George. Why didn’t
she come? Why was she up that dark hole? Tim
was unhappy about her.

He threw back his head and gave such a loud
and mournful howl that all the children jumped vi-
olently.

‘Shut up, Tim!’ said Julian.

Tim howled again, and the weird sound echoed
round and about in a queer manner. Anne was ter-
rified, and she began to cry. Timothy howled again
and again. Once he began to howl it was difficult to
stop him.

The men in the bedroom above heard the extra-
ordinary noise, and stopped in amazement.

‘Whatever’s that?’ said one.
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‘Sounds like a dog howling in the depths of the
earth,’ said the other.

‘Funny!’ said Mr Wilton. ‘It seems to be coming
from the direction of that cupboard.’

He went over it and opened the door. Tim chose
that moment to give a specially mournful howl,
and Mr Wilton jumped. He got into the cupboard
and felt about at the back. The oak door there gave
way beneath his hand, and he felt it open.

‘Thomas! There’s something queer here,’ called
Mr Wilton. ‘Bring my torch off the table.’

Tim howled again and the noise made Mr Wil-
ton shiver! Tim had a peculiarly horrible howl. It
came echoing up the hole, and burst out into the
cupboard.

Mr Thomas got the torch. The men shone it at
the back of the cupboard, and gave an exclamation.

‘Look at that! There’s door herel Where does it
lead to?’

Mrs Sanders, who had been watching every-
thing in surprise and indignation, angry that her
door should have been broken down, came up to the
cupboard.

‘My!’ she said. ‘I knew there was a false back to
that cupboard — but I didn’t know there was an-
other door behind it tool That must be the entrance
to the Secret Way that people used in the old days.’

‘Where does it lead to?’ rapped out Mr Wilton.

‘Goodness knows!l’ said Mrs Sanders. ‘I never
took much interest in such things.’

‘Come on, Thomas — we must go down,’ said
Mr Wilton, shining his torch into the square black
hole, and seeing the iron foot-holds set in the
stone. ‘This is where the thief went. He can’t have
got far. We'll go after him. We’ve got to get those
papers back!’
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It was not long before the two men had swung
themselves over the narrow ledge and down into
the hole, feeling with their feet for the iron staples.
Down they went and down, wondering where they
were coming to. There was no sound below them.
Clearly the thief had got away!

George had got down at last. Tim almost
knocked her over in his joy. She put her hand on
his head. ‘You old silly!l’ she said. ‘I believe you’ve
given our secret awayl Quick, Ju — we must go,
because those men will be after us in a minute.
They could easily hear Tim’s howling!’

Julian took Anne’s hand. ‘Come along, Anne,’
he said. ‘You must run as fast as you can. Hurry
now! Dick, keep with George.’

The four of them hurried down the dark, nar-
row passage. What a long way they had to go
home! If only the passage wasn’t such a long onel!
The children’s hearts were beating painfully as
they made haste, stumbling as they went.

Julian shone his light steadily in front of him,
and Dick shone his at the back. Half-leading half-
dragging Anne, Julian hurried along. Behind them
they heard a shout.

‘Look! There’s a light ahead! That’s the thief!
Come on, we’ll soon get him!’



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
Good old Tim!

’Hurry, Anne, do hurryl’ shouted Dick, who
was just behind.

Poor Anne was finding it very difficult to get
along quickly. Pulled by Julian and pushed by
Dick, she almost fell two or three times. Her breath
came in loud pants, and she felt as if she would
burst.

‘Let me have a rest!” she panted. But there
was no time for that, with the two men hur-
rying after them! They came to the piece that
was widened out, where the rocky bench was,
and Anne looked longingly at it. But the boys
hurried her on.

Suddenly the little girl caught her foot on a
stone and fell heavily, almost dragging Julian
down with her. She tried to get up, and began to
cry.
‘I’ve hurt my foot! I’ve twisted it! Oh, Julian, it
hurts me to walk.’

‘Well, you’ve just got to come along, darling,’
said Julian, sorry for his little sister, but knowing
that they would all be caught if he was not firm.
‘Hurry as much as you can.’

But now it was impossible for Anne to go fast.
She cried with pain as her foot hurt her, and hob-
bled along so slowly that Dick almost fell over her.
Dick cast a look behind him and saw the light of
the men’s torches coming nearer and nearer.
Whatever were they to do?
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‘I’ll stay here with Tim and keep them off,’ said
George, suddenly. ‘Here, take these papers, Dickl I
believe they’re the ones we want, but I’m not sure
till we.get a good light to see them. I found them in
a pocket of one of the coats in the cupboard.’

‘Golly!’ said Dick, surprised. He took the sheaf
of papers and stuffed them up his jersey, just as
George had stuffed them up hers. They were too
big to go into his trousers pockets. ‘I’ll stay with
you, George, and let the other two go on ahead.’

‘No. I want the papers taken to safety, in case
they are my father’s,” said George. ‘Go on, Dick!
I’ll be all right here with Tim. I shall stay here just
where the passage curves round this rocky bit. I’ll
make Tim bark like mad.’

‘Suppose the men have got revolvers?’ said
Dick, doubtfully. ‘They might shoot him.’

‘T bet they haven’t,” said George. ‘Do go, Dick!
The men are almost here. There’s the light of their
torch.’

Dick sped after the stumbling Anne. He told
Julian what George had suggested. ‘Good - for
Georgel’ said Julian. ‘She really is marvellous —
not afraid of anything! She will keep the men off
till I get poor old Anne back.’

George was crouching behind the rocky bit, her
hand on Tim’s collar, waiting. ‘Now, Tim!’ she
whispered. ‘Bark your loudest. Now!’

Timothy had been growling up till now, but at
George’s command he opened his big mouth and
barked. How he barked! He had a simply enormotis
voice, and the barks went echoing all down the
dark and narrow passage. The hurrying men, who
were near the rocky piece of the passage, stopped.

‘If you come round this bend, I'll set my dog on
you!’ cried George.
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‘It’s a child shouting,’ said one man to another.
‘Only a child! Come on!’

Timothy barked again, and pulled at his collar.
He was longing to get at the men. The light of their
torch shone round the bend. George let Tim go, and
the big dog sprang joyfully round the curve to meet
his enemies.

They suddenly saw him by the light of their
torch, and he was a very terrifying sight! To begin
with, he was a big dog, annd now that he was angry
all the hairs on the back of his neck had risen up,
making him look even more enormous. His teeth
were bared and glinted in the torch-light.

The men did not like the look of him at all. ‘If
you move one step nearer I'll tell my dog to fly at
youl’ shouted George. ‘Wait, Tim, wait! Stand there
till I give the word.’

The dog stood in the light of the torch, growling
deeply. He looked an extremely fierce animal. The
men looked at him doubtfully. One man took a step
forward and George heard him. At once she
shouted to Tim.

‘Go for him, Tim, go for him!’

Tim leapt at the man’s throat. He took him
completely by surprise and the man fell to the
ground with a thud, trying to beat off the dog. The
other man helped.

‘Call off your dog or we'll hurt him!’ cried the
second man.

‘It’s much more likely he’ll hurt you!’ said
George, coming out from behind the rock and en-
joying the fun. ‘Tim, come off.’

Tim came away from the man he was worrying,
looking up at his mistress as if to say ‘I was hav-
ing such a good timel Why did you spoil it?’

‘Who are you?’ said the man on the ground.

328



‘I’m not answering any of your questions,’ said
George. ‘Go back to Kirrin Farm-house, that’s my
advice to you. If you dare to come along this pas-
sage I'll set my dog on to you again — and next
time he’ll do more damage.’

The men turned and went back the way they
had come. They neither of them wanted to face Tim
again. George waited until she could no longer see
the light of their torch, then she bent down and
patted Timothy.

‘Brave, good dog!’ she said. ‘I love you, darling
Tim, and you don’t know how proud I am of youl
Come along — we’ll hurry after the others now. I
expect those two men will explore this. passage
some time tonight, and won’t they get a shock
when they find out where it leads to, and see who
is waiting for them!’

George hurried along the rest of the long pas-
sage, with Tim running beside her. She had Dick’s
torch, and it did not take her long to catch the
others up. She panted out to them what had hap-
pened, and even poor Anne chuckled in delight
when she heard how Tim had flung Mr Wilton to
the ground.

‘Here we are,’ said Julian, as the passage came
to a stop below the hole in the study floor, ‘Hallo
— what’s this?’

A bright light was shining down the hole, and
the rug and carpet, so carefully pulled over the
hole by Julian, were now pulled back again. The
children gazed up in surprise.

Uncle Quentin was there, and Aunt Fanny, and
when they saw the children’s faces looking up at
them from the hole, they were so astonished that
they very nearly fell down the hole tool
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‘Julian! Anne! What in the wide world are you
doing down there?’ cried Uncle Quentin. He gave
them each a hand up, and the four children and Ti-
mothy were at last safe in the warm study. How
good it was to feel warm again! They got as near
the fire as they could.

‘Children — what is the meaning of this?’
asked Aunt Fanny. She looked white and worried.
‘I came into the study to do some dusting, and
when I stood on that bit of the rug, it seemed to
give way beneath me. When I pulled it up and
turned back the carpet, I saw that hole — and the
hole in the panelling too! And then I found that all
of you had disappeared, and went to fetch your
uncle. What has been happening — and where does
that hole lead to?’

Dick took the sheaf of papers from under his
jersey and gave them to George. She took them and
handed them to her father. ‘Are these the missing
pages?’ she asked.

Her father fell on them as if they had been
worth more than a hundred times their weight in
gold. ‘Yes! Yes! They’re the pages — all three of
them! Thank goodness they’re back. They took me
three years to bring to perfection, and contained
the heart of my secret formula. George, where did
you get them?’

‘It’s a very long story,’ said George. ‘You tell it
all, Julian, I feel tired.’

Julian began to tell the tale. He left out noth-
ing. He told how George had found Mr Roland
snooping about the study — how she had felt sure
that the tutor had not wanted Timmy in the house
because the dog gave warning of his movements at
night — how George had seen him talking to the
two artists, although he had said he did not know
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them. As the tale went on, Uncle Quentin and
Aunt Fanny looked more and more amazed. They
simply could not believe it all.

But after all, there were the missing
papers, safely back. That was marvellous.
Uncle Quentin hugged the papers as if they
were a precious baby. He would not put them
down for a moment.

George told the bit about Timmy keeping the
men off the escaping children. ‘So you see, al-
though you made poor Tim live out in the cold,
away. from me, he really saved us all, and your
papers too,’ she said to her father, fixing her bril-
liant blue eyes on him.

Her father looked most uncomfortable. He felt
very guilty for having punished George and Ti-
mothy. They had been right about Mr Roland and
he had been wrong. ‘

‘Poor George,” he said, ‘and poor Timmy. I’'m
sorry about all that.’

George did not bear malice once anyone had
owned themselves to be in the wrong. She smiled at
her father.

‘It’s all right,” she said. ‘But don’t you
think that as I was punished unfairly, Mr Ro-
land might be punished well and truly? He
deserves it!’

‘Oh, he shall be, certainly he shall be,” promised
her father. ‘He’s up in bed with a cold, as you
know. I hope he doesn’t hear any of this, or he
may try to escape.’

‘He can’t,’ said George. ‘We’re snowed up. You
could ring up the police, and arrange for them to
come here as soon as ever they can manage it,
when the snow has cleared. And I rather think
those other two men will try to explore the secret
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way as soon as possible, to get the papers back.
Could we catch them when they arrive, do you
think?’

‘Rather!]’ said Uncle Quentin, though Aunt
Fanny looked as if she didn’t want any more excit-
ing things to happen! ‘Now look here, you seem re-
ally frozen all of you, and you must be hungry too,
because it’s almost dinner-time. Go into the dining-
room and sit by the fire, and Joanna shall
bring us all a hot lunch. Then we’ll talk about
what to do.’

Nobody said a word to Mr Roland, of course. He
lay in bed, coughing now and then. George had
slipped up and locked his door. She wasn’t going to
have him wandering out and overhearing any-
thing!

They all enjoyed their not dinner, and became
warm and cosy. It was nice to sit there together,
talking over their adventure, and planning what to
do.

‘I will telephone to the police, of course,’ said
Uncle Quentin. ‘And tonight we will put Timmy
into the study to give the two artists a good wel-
come if they arrive!’

Mr Roland was most annoyed to find his door
locked that afternoon when he took it into his head
to dress and go downstairs. He banged on it indig-
nantly. George grinned and went upstairs. She had
told the other children how she had locked the
door.

‘What’s the matter, Mr Roland?’ she asked, in
a polite voice.

‘Oh, it’s you, George, is it?’ said the tutor. See
what’s the matter with my door, will you? I can’t
open it.’
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George had pocketed the key when she had
locked the door. She answered Mr Roland in a
cheerful voice.

‘Oh Mr Roland, there’s no key in your door, so
I can’t unlock it. I’ll see if I can find it!’

Mr Rolarid was angry and puzzled. He couldn’t
understand why his door was locked and the key
gone. He did not guess that everyone knew about
him now. Uncle Quentin laughed when George
went down and told him about the locked door.

‘He may as well be kept a prisoner,’ he said. ‘He
can’t escape now.’

That night, everyone went to bed early, and
Timmy was left in the study, guarding the hole.
Mr Roland had become more and more angry and
puzzled when his door was not unlocked. He had
shouted for Uncle Quentin, but only George had
come. He could not understand it. George, of
course, was enjoying herself. She made Timothy
bark outside Mr Roland’s door, and this puzzled
him too, for he knew that George was not supposed
to see Timmy for three days. Wild thoughts raced
through his head. Had that fierce, impossible child
locked up her father and mother and Joanna, as
well as himself? He could not imagine what had
happened.

In the middle of the night Timmy awoke
everyone by barking madly. Uncle Quentin and the
children hurried downstairs, followed by Aunt
Fanny, and the amazed Joanna. A fine sight met
their eyes!

Mr Wilton and Mr Thomas were in the study
crouching behind the sofa, terrified of Timothy,
who was barking for all he was worth! Timmy was
standing by the hole in the stone floor, so that the
two men could not escape down there. Artful
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Timmy! He had waited in silence until the men had
crept up the hole into the study, and were explor-
ing it, wondering where they were — and then the
dog had leapt to the hole to guard it, preventing
the men from escaping.

‘Good evening, Mr Wilton, good evening, Mr
Thomas,’ said George, in a polite voice. ‘Have you
come to see our tutor Mr Roland?’

‘So this is where he lives!’ said Mr Wilton. ‘Was
it you in the passage today?’

‘Yes — and my cousins,’” said George. ‘Have
you come to look for the papers you stole from my
father?’

The two men were silent. They knew they were
caught. Mr Wilton spoke after a moment.

‘Where’s Roland?’

‘Shall we take these men to Mr Roland, Uncle?’
asked Julian, winking at George. ‘Although it’s in
the middle of the night I’m sure he would love to
see them.’

‘Yes,” said his uncle, jumping at once to what
the boy meant to do. ‘Take them up. Timmy, you
go too.’

The men followed Julian upstairs, Timmy close
at their heels. George followed too, grinning. She
handed Julian the key. He unlocked the door and
the men went in, just as Julian switched on the
light. Mr Roland was wide awake and gave an ex-
clamation of complete amazement when he saw his
friends.

Before they had time to say a word Julian
locked the door again and threw the key to George.

‘A nice little bag of prisoners,’ he said. ‘We will
leave old Tim outside the door to guard them. It’s
impossible to get out of that window, and anyway,
we’'re snowed up if they could escape that way.’
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Everyone went to bed again, but the children
found it difficult to sleep after such an exciting
time. Anne and George whispered together and so
did Julian and Dick. There was such a lot to talk
about.

Next day there was a surprise for everyone. The
police did arrive after alll The snow did not stop
them, for somewhere or other they had got skis
and had come skimming along valiantly to see the
prisoners! It was a great excitement for everyone.

‘We won’t take the men away, sir, till the snow
has gone,’ said the Inspector. ‘We’ll just put the
handcuffs on them, so that they don’t try any
funny tricks. You keep the door locked too, and
that dog outside. They’ll be safe there for a day or
two. We’ve taken them enough food. till we come
back again. If they go a bit short, it will serve them
right!’

The snow melted two days late, and the police
took away Mr Roland and the others. The children
watched.

‘No more lessons these holls!’ said Anne glee-
fully.

‘No more shutting Timothy out of the house,’
said George.

‘You were right and we were wrong, George,’
said Julian. ‘You were fierce, weren’t you — but
it’s a jolly good thing you were!’

‘She is fierce, isn’t she?’ said Dick, giving the
girl a sudden hug. ‘But I rather like her when
she’s fierce, don’t you, Julian? Oh George, we do
have marvellous adventures with you! I wonder if
we'll have any more?’

They will — there isn’t a doubt of that!
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