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TJIABA TIEPBAS
AeTHHEe KaHHKYAbI

— Jlxxopmx, aoporad, CAAbL M 3aHMHCh YEeM-HU-
6yab, — ckasana [»xopmx ee mama. — Tl TO BOIA-
Jellb B AOM CcO cBOoMM THMOTH, TO BBIHAelub, a A
NBITAIOCh HEMHOIO OTAOXHYTh.

— IIpoctu, mama, — otBeruaa JxopaxuHa,
Gepacey 3a oweitHuk Tumoru. — $ npocro ckyvaro
6e3 ocranbHBIX pebaT. Ax, cKopee 6bI HACTYITHJIO 3a-
BTpa. fI yke uensix Tpu Hepenu 6e3 HUX.

J>xopaHUHA y4ymIach B IIKOJIe-UHTEpHATE BMe-
cTe co CBoelt ABOIOPOAHOM cecTpoit AHH, U KAHHKY-
Jbl OHU ¢ AHH ¥ aByMa Gpatbamu AHH — J[xyaua-
HOM M [IMKOM — OOBLIYHO NMPOBOAMJIM BMECTE, U MM
6uiBasio oueHb Beceso. Ceituyac mpoLJIO yKe TPHU He-
Jeny TocJie Hayana JeTHHX KaHUKyJa. AHH, IIuk u
I>xynuaH Kyaa-TO yexald cO CBOMMHM POAHUTENAMU,
HO MaThb ¥ orell J[P)KOpAKUHBI XOTeaH, YTOObl UX XO-
YyypKa OCTajJach C HUMH, TAK YTO OHA He roexasa C
OCTaJbHBIMHM pefATaMHu.

U BoT Temeps ABOe ee Ky3eHOB M KY3HHA JOJIK-
Hbl 6bUIM Ha CJAeAyIOIUUH AeHb NMpHexaTb K HUM H
MPOBECTH OCTATOK KAHMKYJ C HEl0O B CTAPHHHOM J0-
Me ee ceMbH, KHppHUH-KOTTeMXKe.

— Kak 6yner samMeuaTenbHO, KOraa OHHM NpH-
enyT, — ckasaina J[»xopax (Tak ee o6bIYHO HA3LIBA-

au), obpamaace K csoemy ncy, Tumorn. — Ilpocto
samevyareabHo, Tumoru! Tsr cornacen?

— TaB, — 3anaan TUMOTH M JHU3HYJN DYKY
Hxopask.

Ixopmx 6bla, KaK BCerpa, ofera No-MandbyM-
meybu: Ha Hell Obliu mKuHCBI M Qyrbonka. Eir
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BCErAa XoTeaoch ObITh MAJBYMKOM, M OHA HMKOraa
He oT3nIBanach Ha MM« [ DKOpMKMHA», TaK 4YTO BCe
HaseiBasin ee Jxopmx. IlepBhle HemeslM KAaHUKYJ
OHAa OuYeHb CKyuasa no pebaram.

— MHe Kasanochk, A Goablire Bcero Jio06ai0 ObITh
onHa, — coobwmaa Jxopmx THMOTH, KOTODbIif,
Noxo’Ke, Bceraa NMOHUMAN Kaskaoe ee cjoBo. — Ho
Tenepb A 3HAIO, YTO AyMaTh Tak ObL10 rayno. Tak
NpUATHO GLITH BMECTe C APYTMMH, BCe JeJaTb CO00-
ma, APYXHUTh.

TUMOTH B OTBET CTAJ KOJOTHTb XBOCTOM IIO 3eM-
ne. OH To)Ke, BHE BCAKOIO COMHEHMd, JIOGUJ Haxo-
AUThCA B oOuiecrse pebar. Emy ykacHo xorenoch
cHoBa yBuzetb J>xyninana, AuH n Jluka.

Ixopaxx nosena Tumotrn Ha Geper. IIpukpbiBasn
rjia3a pPyKoi OT COJIHLIA, OHA CMOTpesa B CTODOHY
Bxoaa B Gyxty. B camoii cepeanne GyxThl, KakK Gbl
OXpaHAA ee, HAXOAMJICA MaJIeHbKHH CKAaJIMCThI OC-
TPOBOK, HA KOTOPOM BBLICMJINCH Pa3BaJMHbI CTAPHH-
HOIO 3aMKa.

— MB&1 cHOBa Te6A IOCEeTUM 3THM JIETOM, OCTPOB
Kuppnxa, — tuxo npomusHecna xopmxk. — Iloka
YTO A He Morsza Te6A HABECTHUTh, MOTOMY YTO~MOA
Joaka Guljia B MOYHMHKE, HO CKOpo oHa ByaeT rorosa,
¥ Toraa A K teGe npueny. Y cHoBa ofnasaio crapblit
3amok. O, TuM, ThI MOMHMIIbL HALLM NPHKJIOYEHUSA
Ha octpose Kuppuu npouuisimM serom?

TuM, KOHEYHO, MPEeKPACHO MOMHMWJI, IIOTOMY YTO
NPUHUMAJI B 3THX BOJHYIOIUX IPUKJIIOYEHUAX
JKuBeiilllee yyacTe. BMecTe ¢ OCTANIBHBIMHU OH Cly-
CKaJICA B MOABAJLI 3aMKa, MOMOraj MCKaTh TaM CO-
KPOBHILIA M TOJy4YaJl OT BCEro 3TON0 TaKoe XKe Or-
POMHOe YAOBOJBLCTBHME, KaK M 4YeTBepo Aerel, KOoTo-
PBIX OH OYeHb JoOui. Ilec TUXOHBKO raBKHY.JI.

— IIpunomunaewn, Tum, na? — cnpocuna
J>xopmk, IaCKOBO MOXJIONLIBAA €ro. — A BeAb 370-
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poBo Oymer omaTte Tyaa ornpasurescal Mbl cHoBa
cnycTuMcA B nopaemense, uaer? ... nocayiuaii-ka,
a Tl NOMHHIUBb, KaK JIUK cniycTuiaca B rayGoKwuit
KoJozel, 4To6bI cniacTH Hac?

ITepebupaTte B namaTH BCE TO, YTO NMPOM3OLIJIO B
MpPOLJIOM TOAY, OKa3anoCh OYeHb BOJHYIOLIMM 3a-
HATHeM. Bocnomunanua sacrasunu JKopax ¢ ewe
GonpLINM HeTepreHHeM JMKAATh HAaCTYIUIeHHMA 3a-
BTPALUHEro JAHA, KOrga IIPHEAYT Tpoe ee Jpy-
3eif. ¢« Xopowo 6el10 61, ecnau 61 MamMa MO3BOJIMJA
HAM MOXKHUTH Ha OCTPOBE LEJIYIO HeAeN o, — AyMaJa
npo ceba JIopaK, — BOT 3TO AENCTBUTEIBHO GLLIO
6bl Becesl0o — Jydine He npuayMmarb. IlokuTs Ha
MoeM cOOCTBEHHOM ocTposels

9ro u B camoMm gene 6b1n1 ocrpoB xopaxk. B
AEMCTBUTENBHOCTH OH MPHUHAMJIEKAJ ee MaTepH, HO
ABa WJIH TPHU roja Hasaj oHa ckasana J[PKOpIK, 4To
oTAaeT ero ei, U treneps J[KOPAMXK cuMTasa ero Io-
Hacroswemy cBouM. Ilo ee MHeHHIO, eif MpHUHAanIe-
JdKanu BCe KPOJIMKH, BOAMBLIMECA HA OCTpOBe, BCe
AMKHEe MTHIBI M MNpouYHe XKHUBbIe cyiuecTsa.«Koraa
ocTaJibHbIe MPUEAYT, S MPeMJIOKY IoexaTh TyAa Ha
HeJeal0, — AyMalla OHA, HMCHBITHIBAsA NPH OXHOI
MbIcaM 06 3TOM CHJLHeiilllee BOJMHeHHe. — Mbl
BO3bMeEM C coboit eny u Bce octaibHoe u Gynem tam
JKUTb COBCeM ORXHU. Mbl OyaeM UyBCTBOBATh cebsA
Po6ounaonamu Kpysos. .

Ha caexyouumii feHs OHa OTHpPaBHJaCh BCTpe-
4aTh CBOMX ApPYy3eil B MOBO3Ke, 3aNPAMXKEHHON MMOHU.
Ee mama cHayasa TOXKe XOTesa I0eXaThb, HO MOTOM
CKasaja, 4To Iaoxo ce6a uyscTyeT. I[KOpax He-
MHOXKKO Gecriokonsnach 3a Hee. B mocienHee Bpems
MaMa 4acTeHbKO 4YyBcTBOBasa ceba HeBa)xkHO. Mo-
ket GbITh, B 3TOM OBLTA BHHOBaTa JIETHAA XKapa.
HeitcTBuTensHO, GblIO O4yeHb Kapko. M30 aua B
heHb Ha HeGe — HH o6nayKa, COJIHLE IUMNAPUT BOB-

7



cro. I>xopmx crana GpoH30BOM OoT 3arapa, M rjasa
ee KasaJuch OT 3Toro eue Gosee cuHumu. OHa nox-
CTpMIIach elle Kopodye, YyeM Bcerga, M, IVIAAA Ha
Hee, 6b110 M BIPAMBb TPYAHO CKAa3aTh, KTO 3TO — Je-
BOYKA MJIH MAJBYUK.

Iloean nmoxouren K cranumuu. Y13 okHa BaroHa or-
YagHHO MaxaJM TPH DPYKH, u J[Kopmk sakpuuasa B
MOJHOM BOCTODre:

— Jxyauan! Iuk! Aunl HakoHell-To Bl 3aechl

Tpoe nereit kyGapeM BBIKATHJIMCH M3 BaroHa.
J>KyamnaH rpoMKO MOAO3BAM HOCHJIBLLIHKKA.

— Hamu Bemuu — B faraKHOM BaroHe.
IIpuser, Mxopax! Kak noxusaemis? Hy u BbI-
pocaa xe Thil

Ouwu Bce noapociu. Bee oun GulLu Teneps Ha rof
crapiue M BhILIE POCTOM, Y€M B TO JIeTO, KOrAa rnepe-
KWK Te BOJIHYIOILUIMEe MNDHUKJIOYEeHHMA Ha OCTpOoBe
Kuppun. Jaxxe AHH, camaa MiaglIas, y»Ke He Ka-
3ajach TAKO# MaJIeHbKOM' JeBUYIIKOM, KaK Toraa.
Ona nosucaa y JI)opa Ha Liee, 4yTh He c6uB ee
HOr, a NMOTOM CTajia Ha KOJIeHKH rnepex TumorH, Ko-
TOPBII NMPOCTO OlIaNe] OT PAAOCTH NPH BHAE CBOMX
Apy3eit.

IITym crosan crpaluHbiii. Bce oHM pa3oM BbIKJA-
ABIBAJIX APYT APYry CBOHM HoBocTH, a TMMoTH JasAn,
He YMOJIKaA HY HA MUHYTY.

— Hawm kasanoch, 1oe3s HUKOrAa He AOTALLUT-
ca ao Hawuei craHumul

— O, TumotH, n0Oporoit Tel MOif, a Thl HUYYThH
He uameHuical

— T'as! I'as! T'as!

— Mawma oueHb co)xajieeT, YUTO He MOrJja cama
npHUexaTh BaC BCTPEYaTh.

— Jkopmk, Kak Tol 3aropenal fI ysepeH, Mbl
NpPeKpacHo IIpoBeJeM BpeMs.

— Tas! I'asl
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— 3amomuu, Tum, goporoit, 1 oTNIyCTH-Ka Me-
HA, Thl MOYTH MEPEKYCHJ MOMmoJaM MO rajicTyx.
Ax Thl, noporoit moit NCHHA, AO Yero ke NPHATHO
teba Buaersl

— Tasl

HocunbIMK NMOKATHA B TesIeXKe HX 6arax, U B
CKOpOM BpeMEHH Bely OBLIJM IOrpy’KeHhl B NMOBO3-
Ky. J[»OpMK LOKHyJA 3a0KAAaBILUEeMYCA MOHHM, M OH
BO BCIO NpeITh nofexxan 1o aopore. Yersepo peGAar,
YMECTHBIUHECA B MAJIEHLKON NMOBO3Ke, 'POMKO IOBO-
puau, nepebusas Apyr Apyra, HO BCeX NepeKpHIBAJ
Tum — rosnoc y nca 6s11 HeOOBIKHOBEHHO 3BYYHbI
M MOLLIHBIA.

— Haperocs, TBOA MaMa He Goneer? — crnpocua
xynunax, nobusuunii retio Pannu. Ona 6bu1a nac-
KOBOIt ¥ nobGpoit u Bceraa 6bly1a pana ux npuesny.

— §1 aymailo, Ha Hee AelicTByer )kapa, — CKasa-
na > opaxk.

— A Kak aaaa Ksentun? ¥V Hero Bce B nopan-
Ke? — cripocuna AHH.

Tpoe nereit He cauiuKoM ao6uau orua JHxopax,
TaK KAK HA Hero HHOrjJa HAaXOAWJIHM IPHUCTYMLI
CTPALLHOIO 'HEBa, H XOTA OH NPHBETCTBOBAN MpPH-
€3] CBOMX ILIeMAHHMKOB, HA CAMOM JeJjie OH He JIO-
6un nereit. IloaTomy um Bceraa OBIIO KAK-TO Hey-
IOTHO B ero ofluecTse, ¥ OHM PafOBAJIUCH, KOTAA €ro
He 610 AOMA.

— VY nmansl Bce B nopaake, — Goapo ckasaia
Hoxopmx. — Ho oH GeCnOKOMTCA M3-3a MAMBEI; KOT-
Ja OHA 3A0poBa M Becesa, OH Bpoje Gl ee He 3ame-
4aeT, HO eCJIM 4YTO-HUGYAb Y Hee He TaK, OH YXKAaCHO
oropuaercA. Tak uro 6yabTe NMOKA 4YTO C HHM IIO-
ocTopoxxHee. Brl Besb 3HaeTe, KaKoit OH, KOraa BOJI-
HyeTcA.

Ha, neru xoporwuo 310 3nanu. Koraa uro-1o 6b110
He COBCEM JIaZHO, ayvuie GbLI0 He MONnajaThbCA AAAe
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KsenTuny Ha rnasa. BrpouemM, cerogHsa aaxe MbIC-
JIH O CEepAMTOM AALe He MOIJIM MCIIOPTHTh MM Ha-
crpoeHue.Y HUX — KAHHMKYJIBI, OHM HAINpPaBIAIOTCA
B KHppHH-KOTTEMK, PANOM — MOpe, H C HUMH HX
noporoit TumMoTH, a Briepeq — CTOJBKO BeceJbA M
paaoctul

— Jxopax, a Ha octpoB KMppHH MBI moe-
nem? — cripocuna AnuH. — JlaBait noeaem! Beap Mbl
He GLLIM TaM C NPOLIJIOro JieTa. 3UMOIl M BO BpeMs
nacxajdbHBIX KAHHKYJ mnoroaa 6bLia ckBepHaA. A
Tenepr — MPOCTO POCKOLIB!

— KoneuHo, noenem, — ckasana Jl>xopax, u ee
CHHHeE IJIa3a Tak M 3acuAJu. — 3Haere, O YeM A I10-
aymana? 51 noagymana,-4to 66110 661 IIPOCTO YYAECHO
NMPOBECTH TAM LIEJYIO HeAeMI0 — COBCEM OAHMM. Mul
Ternepep CTAJM CTaplie, ¥ A yBepeHa, YTO MaMma Io-
3BOJINT.

— IlpoBecT Ha TBOEM OCTpPOBE LIeJYIO He-
neniol — BockaukHyjaa AHH. — O! 9rto 6w1710
661 TAaK IpeKpacHo, 4YTO Aae He BEepHUTCH, 4TO
TaKoe BO3MOXXHO.

— Ha namrem ocTpoBe, — PaAOCTHO OTKJHKHY-
nace xopmx. — Pa3sBe Thl He MIOMHMILB, — A CKa-
3asna, YTO Pa3AeaIo ero Ha YeThbIpe YacTH, U MEI BCe
6ynem ero Bnanensuamu? fI Beas 3TO BCephe3 roeo-
puna. OcTpoB He MOit, a HauI.

— A kaxk xe Tumorn? — crnoxsaruaach
AnH. — Pa3sse emy He nosaraerca csoa poaa? Mo-
et ObITh, MOXKHO Pa3fieINTh HA NMATH YacTreif, YTO-
6n1 1 y Hero 6bLna CBOA yacTh?

— OH MoxeT moab3oBaThCA Moeit, — oTse-
tTuna Jxopmx. OHa ocTaHOBHJIA MOHHM, H YeT-
Bepo AeTeil, a Takye cofaKa YyCTPeMHJH B30D
Ha roayb6yio 6yxtry. — Bou oH, ocrpos Kup-
puH, — mnokasana J[xopmx. — Jloporoit Haiu
maneHbKu# octpoBok! S mnpocro He Mory po-
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MAATHCA, KOrga MBI HAKOHEL TyAa MOomajaem.
MHe noka 4TO elle He YAAJOCh TaM MNOOLIBATH,
NMOTOMY YTO MOSA JOAKA He OblIa NMOYMHEHA.

— 3HAYUT, Tenepb MBI CMOXXEM OTIPaBHUTLCH

Bce BMecTe, — cKa3daa JJuk. — HHTepecHO, a Kpo-
JIMKHM TaM BCe TaKHe ke pyuHsie?
— Tasl — cpasy xe orpearupoBan Tumoru.

EMy CTOMJIO TOJBKO YCJABIILATH CJIOBO¢KPOJIHKHUS,
KaK OH IIPHUXOAWUJ B CHJbHel1iuee Bo36yKaAeHHeE.

— Hesauem Te6e AyMaTh O KPOJHKAaX HA OCTpO-
Be, THI JKe 3HAELIlb, YTO A He padpemaro Tebe 3a HU-
MH roHATLCA, Tum.

TuMoOTH OMyCTH XBOCT M FPYCTHO NMOrJAAe]a Ha
Joxopmk. 910 61T €AMHCTBEHHBIH MYHKT, 10 KOTO-
Jpomy mexxay HuM u Jxopmk He GbLIO corjacuA.
Tum 611 TBEpAO yBepeH, YTO KPOJHKH HA TO H CY-
LLIECTBYIOT, 4YTOOBI OH MOr 3a HHMM IOHATBHCHA, &
J>xopmx Oblia CTONBL dKe TBEPAO yBepeHa B obpar-
HOM.

— Ilowenl — ckasana J[»KOpAK NOHM H
AepHyJa BOXH. MajeHbKad  Jomiagka NoTpy-
cuia aanblue, no HanpasiaeHUI0 K KuppuH-kort-
TeaKy, H B CKOpDOM BPEMEHHM OHH yxKe Oblam y
napagHoro BBbe3ja.

W3 s3agHeit aBepH BhILIJIA KAKAA-TO MKEHILHMHA C
Kucoit Gu3noHOMHMeEl U cTala IOMOraTh UM BbLIIDY-
)KaTh BeluHu. [lern ee He 3HAJIH.

— Kt0 310? — cnpocuau oumn J>xopmx Lueno-
TOM.

— Hosaa kyxapka, I>koyanHa nomxkHa Gbina
Ha BpeMA YiiTH, uyToOBI NMPMCMOTpETh 3a CBOeil ma-
Tepblo, KOTOpasa cjaomana Hory. Bor mame u npm-
LLJIOCh HAHATH 3Ty KyxXapKy. Ee 3oyt muccuc Crek.

— Ilogxomawana odamuausa, — yabiGHyJICH
Mxxynuan. — OHa ¥ B caMOM Jene O4eHb IOX0XKa
Ha crapeiii crek. Ho A Hanerocs, ara nanka He 6yaer
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azech JOJr0 TOpYaTh — Bor aacr, BepHerca J[xkoy-
aHHa. MHe HpaBuiach crapas tosacraa J[»koyaHHa,
M OHa OYeHb XOpoIuo oTHocuaack K Tummu.

— ¥ muccuc Crek Toxxe ecTb cobaka, — 3aMeTH-
aa Jxopmxk. — YikacHoe KHBOTHOe, MeHblue Tu-
Ma, BCA B fnapiie ¥ B KAKUX-TO NporurelunHax. Tum
ee He BHIHOCHT.

— A rae ona? — cnipocusia AHH, OTTIAALIBAACH
BOKpYT.

— Ee pepxxat B KyxHe, u TumMa K Heit naxe
6IM3KO He MOANYyCKAaloT, — orBetwaa J[KOpmK. —
N caasa Bory, noroMy 4TO A yBepeHa: OH ee IpPOCTO
coxxkperl OH nomaer ce6e rojioBy Hax TeM, 4YTO XKe
TaM Taxkoe B KyXHe, U BCe XOAUT U IPHUHIOXHUBAETCA
K 3anepToil aABepH, Taxk 4uTo Muccuc Crek npsamo u3
ce6A BBIXOAUT.

Pebara paccmeanucs. OHM yake ycnienu BbIGpATh-
CA K3 NMNOBO3KH U MOTOBWIMChL BOUTH B A0M. Kyau-
an nomor muccuc Crex BHecTH uemomaHhl. IIoka
Ixopmx craBua HAa MECTO MOBO3KY, OCTAJIbHLIE Je-
TH TOLWIN 3X0POBATLCA C AAAel U Tereit.

— Hy, noporue mou, — Hauana tera QaHHH,
yauifasch MM C AMBAHA, HA KOTOPOM Jexkana, —
Kax BhI Bce noxkusaere? Mue xajb, 4TO A He CMOr-
na noexarbh Bac Bcrpeuath. Hana KseHTun ymen
MPOryAATLCA. A Tenmepr, — Mapil HaBepX, YMOIi-
Tech, IepeoOReHbTECh, a IMOTOM chnycKaiTech MHTh
yait.

MassuyuKy OTIIPABUJNCHE B CBOIO CTAPYIO CIasb-
HIO C €@ CTPAHHBIM CKOLLEHHBIM MOTOJKOM M OKHOM,
BBIXOAALUMM Ha 6yxTy. AHH MOAHAJACH B KOMHATY,
rae oHa cnasa Bmecte ¢ Jxopmxk. Kak npuaTHo Gbi-
JI0 cHOBa ouyTHThCA B KuppuH-korteakel Kak Bece-
10 uM Oyzer HA KaHUKyJaax ¢ JKODAXK M MHIATOIA
Tumoml!
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T'JIABA BTOPAA
CeMelictBo CTeKoB

Pe6aram GbLIO MPUATHO IIPOCHYTHCA HA CJIEAYIO-
uiee yrpo B KUppuH-KOTTEKE, YBHETH B OKHO AD-
KM COJHEYHBI CBeT M YCJABIIIATH OTAAJeHHBIN
ILIECK MOPCKHMX BOJIH. [0 Yero BoCXUTHTeNbHO 6b1I0
BBINPHITHYTh M3 MOCTEAIHM H KHHYTBCA CMOTpETh,
Kak CHHeeT MOpe M KaK KpacuB ocTpoB KuppuH y
Bxoxa B 6yxTy.

— Iloitay uckynaioch repes 3aBTPaKOM, — CKa-
san JxyamaH, xBataa mnaBku. — Iloliaewus co
mHOi, uk?

— Henpemensol — oro3BancA TOT. — 30BH H
AeBouyeK. MeI Bce moitaem.

Hrak, Bce 4eTBepO CIYCTHJIMCh BHH3, & 38 HUMH
muasica ragonom Tum, paamaxmuBaA XBOCTOM M CBe-
CUB H30 pra MJIHHHBIA po30BbIi A3bIK. OH BMecTe C
AeTBMH BOLLEJ B BOAY U CTaJ IJIABATH BOKPYr HHX.
Bce oHM 6GblIM XOpPOIUMMH ILUIOBLIAMH, HO CAMBIMH
ayqwiumu 6s1n kyanan u Jxopaxk.

ITorom ouu Habpocuam Ha cefA mojoTeHUa, pac-
TepJAMCh KaK CJeAyeT U HATAHYJM MKHHCHI U ¢GyT-
Sonku. I'osogHble KAk 3BepH, OHM IMOLLJIM JQMOM
3aBTpaKkaTh. AHH 3aMeTHJIa HA 3agHEM JBOpe KaKo-
ro-TO MaJIbYMKA M YANBJIEHHO YCTaBUJIACh HA HEro.

— K10 310? — cnpocuna ona.

— A, aro 9arap, ceiH muccuc Crek, — cxkasana
xopmx. — OH MHe He HpaButcA. Henaer BCAKHe
rJAynocTH, HalpuMep BHICYHET A3BIK M CKaJKET Ka-
Kyl0-HUOY b rafioCTh.

Kornza netw Bxoaunu B BOpoTa, MM MOKasa-
JIoCh, YTO DAIAp YTO-TO HameBaeT. AHH OCTAHO-
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BuJaack nocaywmwarts. ¢ pxopaku-Ilopaxxu nupor
neyet!s — mea Aarap, M JULO y Hero 6bLI0 npu
3TOM oueHb raynoe. Ha Bua emy 6bla0 JieT TpH-
HaauatTb-yeTelpHaauaTs. OH NpPOM3BOAMJI BIle-
YyaTJeHue TYINOro, HO XMUTPOro IOHUA.«JI[xopxa-
xu-Ilopaxxu nupor meuetls

J>xopmx 3anrniach KpacKom.

— OH BeYHO 3TO NnoeT, — APOCTHO BEIKDMKHYJIA
oHa. — DBeposaTHO, NOTOMY, 4YTO MEHA 30BYT
Jlxxopmk. OH BoOGpaXKkaeT, YTO 3TO OYEHb OCTPOYM-
Ho. Tepnets ero He moryl

JxyauaH KPUKHYJ Darapy:

— A ny-xka samonuul CosceM He cMelIHO —
rJayno, ¥ TOJbKO!

— Jxopmxu-Ilopaxu, — ONATh 3aTAHYJ OA-
rap ¢ raynoi yasIGKoif Ha IIMPOKOM KPACHOM JIMLE.
JKyJauaH caenas OAMH 1uar B er0 CTOPOHY, H OH
TOTYAC K€ CIIPATAJICA B AOM.

— §1 He HamepeH 0coDeHHO JOJI0 ero Tep-
nerb] — pelINUTEeNbHBIM TOHOM OGBaABMA J[Kysu-
aH. — Ilopaxkaioch, K&K 3TO Tl TEepPHHLIb,
Ixxopmx. IloueMy THI He AallbL €My MOLLIEYMHY, He
OTAABMILb €My HOry, He OTKYCHIUb €My yIUM — Aa
MaJIO JM 4YTO MOXXHO ¢ HUM cpesaatb?] Tel paHbLe
Takas Gelia Heucrosas!

— d un ceiiluac TakaAa e, — 3aABHJIA
xopax. — Korna s casny, kak 9arap moet npo
MEHs BCAKHE IJIYIIOCTH M OG3LIBaeT MO-BCAKOMY, Y
MEHs BHYTDH BCE TaK M KHIIUT OT APOCTH, HO, BU-
AUIUb JIM, MAMA B CAMOM JeJie IIJI0XO0 cebf YyBCTBY-
eT, U A 3Hal0, YTO, €CJM A nonpobylo pacKBHTATLCA
¢ Oarapom, muccuc Crek or Hac yiaer, n GeaHoii
MaMe IIPHJETCA caMoi Bce JaesaTh, a eif 3To ceifuac
He no cuaaMm. ITosromy s H30 Bcex cui xrepwy ceba B
pyKkax M Hageiock, 4To Tumorm Gyaer Bectu ceGa
Tax JKe.
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— Monoznen, crapuHal — BOCXHILEHHO BOCK-
sukHya Jlxyauan. OH-TO 3HAJA, KAK TPYAHO IOPONi
GuiBaet J)xopaK caepyKMBaTh CBOM Hpas.

— 1 ceituac mogHMMYCh K Mame M CIpoly, He
XO4YeT JM OHa, 4Tobnl eif moganu 3aBTpaK B IO-
crenb, — ckasana xopax. — Iloxkanyiicra, mo-
aepxu MUHYTKY TuMmu 3a oweitiuk. Ecau 9arap
CHOBA NMOABHUTCA, OH MOXXET HA HEro KMHYTBHCA.

Jxyanan yxsaTnica aa oweitHuk Tummu. Kor-
na 9arap 6eu1 BO ABope, TMMMHU peIvas, ceifuac ke
OH CTOAJI COBEPLUEHHO HEeMNOABMMKHO, M TOJBKO HOC Y
HEro MoAparuBaJl, CJIOBHO OH MBITAJICA YJOBHUTbH Ka-
KOH-TO 3amnax.

Bapyr u3 aBepeit KyXHH BbIllJIA LUEJYAHBAA CO-
Gauonka. Illepcts y Hee Oblia rpasHo-Genasa ¢ npo-
IJIELIXMHAMH, XBOCT IOJKAT.

— TaB-B-Bl — pagoctHo npoaaan Tummu n
npeirHya Ha cofauyoHKy. OH nmorawma xyamana
3a co6oif, Tak Kak Obia GOJBILIMM M CHJAbHBIM IICOM,
M MAJIbYMK BBINYCTHA M3 DYyK owieiHuK. TumMmu
B0O30y KIEHHO HAacKakuBaa Ha cobaky, KoTopas Ha-
Yaja OT CTpPaxa CKYJHUTh M MONLITAJACh IOPKHYTH
o0paTHO B KYXHIO.

— Tummu! Ceituac xe ko mHel — zaopan [Ixy-
JuaH. Ho TumMMu Hudyero He casiman. OH 6wl 3a-
HAT: NBITAJICA OTKYCHTb y TOH cofaku ymm — mo
KpaiiHeil Mepe, Kas3ajoCb, YTO OH AeJaeT MMEHHO
aro. CofayoHKa B3BLLIA, U B ABEPAX KYXHH NOABHU-
nacs muccuc CTeK Co CKOBOPOAKOM B pyKe.

— OT30BH cBOIO cOBaKy, — 3aBONMJIA OHA U 3a-
maxHyJach Ha THMMH CKOBOPOAKOI, HO TOT yBep-
HYyJICA, ¥ CKOBOPOAKA NpPHLLIACHL 110 CIIMHE ee cobCT-
BEHHOI cO0aYOHKM, OTYEro Ta B3BblJA ellle rpoMue.

— Pa3sBe MOXHO 3TUM 6MTB! — BOCKJIMKHYJ
xynuan. — Bsl nokaneunre cobax. 9it, Tummu,
Tummul
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Teneps noaswiaca darap. Bua y Hero 6bL1 OYEHB
ucmyranHeifi. OH OAHAJ ¢ rosa KaKoi-ro KaMeHb
M, KaK BHAHO, BRLKHAAN yAOGHOIO Ciayyas ILIBBID-
HYTb ero B TUMMH. AHH I'DOMKO BCKPHKHYJIa:

— He cmeit 6pocaTsca kamHeM, He cmeill Hexo-
pownit THI, 3710# ManbYMILIKal

B paasrap Bceit 3Toif cyMaTOXH NMOABHJICA KpailiHe
paccepaKeHHbIH U pasapaxxeHHbIN aana Ksentun.

— Boxe npaseaustitl Y10 TyT Takoe rsopurca?
B XM3HM He CJABILLIAJK TAKOIO 8ACKOro reanrtal

Tyt Ha Mecte AeficTBUA ouyTHiaach J[PKOpIK —
OHAa myJell BbLIETENA M3 ABepeil cnacaTs CBOEro Jio-
6umoro Tumotu. lleBouka KHMHyJachb K OBYM cClLe-
nmuBIINMCA cofaKkaM M IMONBITANACH OTTALUUTH THM-
mu. Orel; HAKPHYAJ HA Hee:

— Oroitau ceifuac ke, nypouka Th! arakasl Tel
coofpaskaelllb XOTh YTO-HUOGYAb — IMLITATHCA IOJIbI-
MH DYKaMH Da3HATH Aepymmxca cobak! Tme caxo-
BbIIf 1L1anr?

HOInanr HaUUIK ¥ PUKPenuau K Gamxaituemy
BOAONPOBOAHOMY KpaHy. Ilyamnan nmoabexxasn u oT-
BepHya KpaH. IIoToM OH MOAHAJ LIJAHr M HAamnpa-
BHJI ero Ha cobak. BongaHasa cTpya yaapuaa B HUX, U
OT HEOXKMJAHHOCTH OHM TYT e OTCKOYMJIH APYr OT
apyra. II)xynuaH 3aMeTHJ CTOABLUErO HernoAaJeKy
Onrapa ¥ He YAEDXKAaJICA, CJerka HanpaBHUB CTDYIO
BOABI B €r0 CTOPOHY, TAK YTO MAJBLYHILIKA ITPOMOK C
HOTr 10 ronioBel. OH BCKPUKHYJ U cpa3y e yGexxan
B AOM.

— To1 3aueMm 310 caenan? — KOCALIMBO CIIPOCHI
aana Keentun. — J[Kopmx, nofigu CHIO 3Ke MUHY-
Ty n nnocaay Tumoru Ha uens. Muccuc Crek, s pas-
Be BaM He IOBOPHUJ — BRINycKaliTe CBOIO cobaky 3
KYXHH TOJbKO Ha noBoake? 1 He motepnuio, 4ToObI
TYT TBOpWJoch Takoe. I'ne 3asrpak? Kak Boaurcsa,
OMATHL He roTos?
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Muccuc Crek, Bopua ¥ GopMoua 4TO-TO cefe rnozn
HOC, CKphLIach B KyxHe, 3afpaB c coBoit cBolo Ha-
CKBO3b ITPOMOKIIYIO cofa4uoHKy. IKopmxk ¢ yrpio-
MbIM BuaoM npuBasana Tummu. OH yjaercd B KOHY-
pe, yMOJIAIOLE MOrJAAALIBAA HA CBOIO XO3ANKY.

— 51 tefe roBopmia, — cypoBo obpaTmjaach K
Hemy Jxopmx, — He ofpainaii HE MaJjeiflero BHHA-
MaHMA Ha 3Ty LIEAYAUBYIO col0a4vyoHKY. Buauuus,
4TO M3 3roro moaydaercal Thl Ha ueablit feHb BbIBEN
u3 ceba nmamry, a Muccuc CTeK Taxk pas3o3jHiIach, YTO
He Hare4yeT HaM K 3aBTPaKy Jienellek.

THMMH THXOHBKO 3aCKYJHJ M IOJIOXKHJI MOPAY
Ha Janbl. JI3LIKOM OH CAM3HYJ HECKOJBKO BOJIO-
CKOB, 3aCTPABILUMX Yy Hero B macTH. I'pycTtHo ObLIO
CHAETh HA LIEMH, & BCe X TAKH €My YAaloCh OT-
rpeI3Th CAMBIf KOHYHK yXa y 3Toit yskacHoit coba-
YyoHKH!

Hakoner Bce nouuu saBTpaKaThb.

— IIpoctn, uro a ynyctun Tummu, — ckasan
Jkynuan II>kopasK, — HO OH YYTh DYKY MHe He
oropsan. §I npocTo He cMor ero yaepkartb. OH cran
TAKUM MOTYYHMM ICOM — IpaBjia Beab?

— [Ha, — ¢ ropaocTei0 MNOATBEpAMJA
Mxopax. — OH cTan y»KaCHO CHJABLHBIM M, €CJIH
6b1 eMy TOJBKO MO3BOJMJAM, Mor OGnl 3a OAMH
pa3 nmporaoTuth cobaky muccuc Crex. Ha u Oa-
rapa B npuaauy.

— Xoporuo 6s1 1 camy muccuc Crek, — nobasu-
na AHH. — Beex ux. MHe HM OAMH M3 X He Hpa-
BHUTCA.

3aBTpaK MPOXOAMJ B YHBIJIOM MOJYAHUM: TETHU
@auHu He ObLIO, & AAAA KBeHTHH, npefbiBaBLINit B
AyPHOM HACTPOEHHMH, GbLT He CJMILKOM BECeJbIM CO-
GecerHUKOM 3a cronoM. OH paBkan Ha J[Kopmx u
CBEPKAJ. LIA3AMM HA OCTANbHbIX pefAT. AHH Haua-
Ja yKe Imanerh; WTeQ@Hu Boobwe npuexanu B Kup-
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PMH-KOTTeMK. BripoueMm, OHa BOCHIpAHYyJA AYXOM,
KOrga BCIIOMHWIA O IUIAHAX HA OCTAJBHYIO 4YacTh
AHA — BO3MQXKHO, UM yaactca moobeaaTh He AoOMa,
a rae-HUbGyabr Ha Gepery, a Moxker ObITh, Jake OT-
npaBuThcA Ha octpoB Kuppuu. Iazu Ksentuna c
HHUMH He 6yJeT, TaK 4TO HeKOMY OyJeT NMOPTUTL Ha-
CTPOEHHUe.

Muccuc Crex Borusia, 4toObl yOpaTh Tapeaku H3-
noA Kaimuu ¥ npuHectH GekoH. OHa ¢ rpoxorom mo-
CTaBMJIA TAPEJKH Ha CTOJI.

— 3aueM TakK wWIymMeTs? — pa3ApPaKE€HHO CIIpO-
cun aaga Keentun. Muccuc Crek npomonyana. Ona
noGauBanack AAA10 KBeHTHHA — M HeyAHUBHUTENLHO!
Cnenyouylo CTONKY TapeJOK OHA OMYCTHJIA HA CTOM
GecLuyMHO.

— YT0 BH cerogHa cobupaerech Aenarb? —
cnpocun aaaa KsenTuH, Koraa 3asTpak npuGiu-
XKanca K KOHuy. Tenepnr oH 6GbIJ HACTPOEH yxKe He-
CKOJIBKO JIy4llle, ¥ €My HenpuATHO ObLJIO BHAETH
BOKPYT cefa XMypble Juua.

— Mmu xoTenH ycTpoHMTh 4TO-HHGYABL Bpoze
NUKHUKA, — OXHUBJEeHHO oTtBermaa J[xopmx. — A
cnpamunBana y mamul. OHa pasperumna, ecid Muc-
cuc CTek MPUIOTOBUT AJIA HAC CAHABHUYHM.

— 51 nymaio, oHa He CTaHeT CAMILUKOM CTApaTh-
¢, — cKasan aAaasa KBeHTHH, nbiTaBLIMiicA cierka
MOLUYTHUTh C AETbMH. Bce OHM BEXKJMBO- YJBIGHY-
aucsk. — Ho nmonpocuTh ee BBl MOXeTe.

Hacrynuao moayanne. MeIcabs 0 TOM, YTOOBI IO-
MPOCUTh CAHABHYHK Yy MUccuc CTeK, HUKOMY He yJbl-
6anace.

— U 3aueM TONBKO OHa npuBe3ja ¢ coboit Bo-
HIOUKY? — mpauHo ckasana J[xopmk. — Ecan 6wl
ee He Ob1J10, Bce 6b110 GBI HAMHOIO MpoLILLe.

— OTO ee ChIHA TAK 30BYT? — M3YMJIEHHO CIIpO-
cua agaaa KeeHTHH.
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Jxopmx yapi6Hyaach:

— Her, koneuso! Xora 3ro uma emy 6u1 nozgo-
LLIJI0: OH, KAK BHAHO, HUKOr'ZA HEe MOETCHA, ¥ OT Hero
y»Kac Kaxk AypHo naxHer. I rosopio o ee cobaxe.
Ona ee naswiBaer IllTyukoii, a 1 — BoHouKoii, mno-
TOMY YTO OHA IPOCTO 3KYTKO BOHSET.

— § HaxoKy, 4TO 3TO HEe OYEHb-TO NPHUATHOE
umsa, — ckasana oren J»xopmk noa Bceobluee XMXU-
KaHbe.

— Koneuno, Her, — orossanacek J[>xopmxk, —
HO Beab 1 camMa 00681'(8 HEe OYEeHBb-TO NMPHUATHAA.

B KoHue KOHuOB TerAa PaHHHM MOBMAANACH C
muccuc CTeKk M JaOrosopujach HacyeT CaHABH-
yeit. Muccuc Crek noananace K Ttere PaHHH,
KOTOpasa 3aBTPaKajla B MOCTEJH, M COrjacuiach
NMPUrOTOBUTH CAHABUYH, XOTA M cAejaja 3TO
KpailHe HEOXOTHO.

— §1 He norosapusanace C BaAMH, 4YTO B IOME I10-
ABATCA ellle Tpoe AeTeil, Kortopwle 6yayT GoaraTbca
oA HOraMu, — YrpPIOMO CKas3aja OHa.

— Muccuc Crek, A Bac npeaynpeania, 4To OHH
npuenyT, — TeprneJuBo HanoMHuaa Ttera PaH-
HU. — §1 He 3Hasa, YTO K TOMY BpeMeHH, KOTAa OHH
npuenyt, a Gyay ce6a Tak CKBEPHO YyBCTBOBATb.
Ecnn 611 a1 ObL1a 3g0poBa, s MorJa Gbl IPUTOTOBUTH
caHABHYM M BooGlue MHOroe caenaats.  Mory Tonb-
KO Bac IONPOCUTH AeNaTh BCe, UTO BBl MOXKeTe, IIoKa
A He mouyscTByI0 ce6a ayuyiue. Moxker, s yxke 3a-
BTpa COBCEM momnpasiaiock. IlycTs geTu nopessarca ¢
HeleJIbKY MJIK OKOJIO TOTO, €CJIA Ke A M Toraa Bce
emte Gyny cebfa nmaoOXo 4YyBCTBOBATh, A YBEpPEHa, 4YTO
BCEé OHM 3axXOTAT BamM nomorats. HO TOJABKO mNoO-
3BOJIbTE MM CHavaja YyTh-4yTh IIOMrpaTh M MoBece-
JINTLCA.

Jern 3abpanu CBOM CBEePTKHM C CAHIBHUYAMH U
TPOHYJHMCH B nyThb. II0 fopore oHu BCTpeTHaAMN JAara-
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pPa, y KOTOporo OblJ TaKOM ke IJIYyNbIf M XUTPBIK
BHJI, KaK Bcerzaa.

— Ilouemy 6b1 BaM He 3aXBATHUTh MEHA C CO-
6oit? — cnpocun oH. — Aiiza Ha ocTpoB. f cTonbKO
BCAKOIO PasHOro Npo Hero 3Haiol

— Huuero mnopobHorol —  BCHOBIXHYJA
Ixopmk. — Thl POBHBEIM CYETOM HHMYEro O HEM He
sHaemb. U yx 1e61-TO A HUKOrjga TyAa He BO3bMY.
910 Moit ocTpos, noHaTHO? BepHee, Haiu. On npu-
HAJUIeXKHT HaM deTBeDPhIM M emte Tummu. Te6a Mbl'
HH 34 YTO TYAA He ITYCTHM.

— Bosce 3To He TBO# OCTpOB, — 3aopasn JA-
rap. — Bce-To Tl Bpewus!

— Thl gaxxe He 3Haewb, O YeM TOBOPHMINDb, —
npeapurteabHo BhIMoyiBMiaA JDxopmx. — Hy, peba-
Ta, nowan! Yero HaM TPaTHTL BpeMA Ha Pa3roBOpPbI
¢ darapom.

OHH OCTABMJIM €r0 YrPIOMBIM H PAacCepPKEeHHBIM.
Kax Tonbko oHM yaanuiance Ha GeaornacHoe paccTosi-
HHe, OH I'POMKO 3arie:

Hxncopdxcu-ITopdxu nupoz nevem,
Bce-mo 6oamaem u ece-mo epem,
Hrcopdncu-ITopdxu nupoz nevemn!

Jl>xysmaH NMOBepHYJICH, T'OTOBBIM, KayKeTcsd, KH-
HYTbCA B CTOPOHY xama 9arapa, Ho J[opmx era
yaepxana.

— OH npocTo mnoiaeT U HArOBOPHT HEBECTh
4yero CBoeil Marepu, a Ta BO3bMET H YHAET OT
Hac, ¥ TOrga Hekomy 6yaer nmoMorarts mame, —
cKasana oHa. — MHe NIpPOCTO NMPHXOAUTCA BCE
ato teprnethb. Ho A Aymalo, MBI BCe-TaKH Hai-
AeM crioco6 ¢ HUM packBUTaTbcA. OTBpaTHOE CY-
miectso! S HeHABMIKY ero npHILIABBIA HOC M
BEYHO NPHIUIYPEHHbIE TJIA3€HKH.

— T'aB! — ¢ yyscTBOM nponaHec TumoTtn.
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— TUMMH rOBOPHT, YTO OH HEHABMIMT JKAJTKHIX
xBOCTHK BOHIOUKM M ee Aypaukue yLIKH, — I10AC-
nuna JHxopmk, M Bce paccMesiuch. ¥ BceX cpasdy
NEMHOXKKO OTJIerJIO OT cepAua. B cKopoM BpeMeHH
OHM YLUIIH yXKe TaK Aa1eKO, YTO Iiaymnas necHa Of-
rapa K0 HMX He KOHOCHJIaCh, ¥ OHU COBCEM I103abbI-
M O HEeM.

— Ilomnu norasAMM, He roTOBA JIM -TBOA JIOA-
xa, — npemaoxkun xyauan. — Mooker, ecau ro-
TOBA, MBI MOrJIM OBl MOILILITH K HALIEMY AOPOrOMY
OCTpOBY.



T'JIABA TPETHA
Taxeanllt yAap

Jloaka J»kopaxx ObLia IOYTH roToBa, HO Bce-Ta-
KH He coBceM. OHa Oblza TONBKO YTO IOKpAallleHa.
Bua y Hee GbL1 OueHb HAPAAHBIN M BeceJblil, MOTO-
my urto J>xopmx Beifpana AJA CBOei JIOAKM SPKO-
KPaCHYIO OKPacKy, ¥ BecJjia ToxKe ObLIM OKpallleHbl B
KPACHBI LiBET.

— Ax! He cMo)KeM S MBI BOCIOJIB30BATLCA €10
ceronHa aHemM? — cnpocuna JKopaK JOHOYHHKA
Hxuma. Tor nmokayan roJioBoii.

— Her, woHbit Muctep Xopmx, — oTBeTHI
OH, — €CJIM Bce Bbl He XOTHUTe IepeMa3aTbCs Kpac-
HOM Kpackoil. 3aBTpa OHa yxe Oyaer cyxas, HO
paHbllIe — HUKAaK.

Pebara Bcakuit pa3 HeBONMBHO yabIbanuck, Koraa
JNOAOYHMK H  pbifaku HasbiBan  J[Kopmxu-
Hy «I0HBII Muctep J>xopaxs. Bece MecTHBIE KuUTEaH
3HaMH, KakK eil cTpacTHO xoyercs ObITh MaMbYHIL-
KOif, M OHHM 3HAJIM TaKXXe, Kakoi xpa6poit M oTKpo-
BeHHOI oHa 06bl1a, TAK 4YTO, IepECMEeUBAACh, OHH IO-
BOpHJIM MexXay coboii:

— Hy uro 3, Beaer oHa ce6A Kak MaJILYHUIIIKA,
M, eCJIH el Xo4eTcA, YTOOhI ee Ha3bIBAJIM ¢ IOHBINH MH-
crep J>Kopax s, OHA BIOJIHE 3TO 3aCJyXKHJIa.

Hraxk J[xopmxuHa OblIa IOHBIM MHCTEPOM
JxopmxeM, n el ysKaCHO HPaBHJIOCH BBILLIATMBATH
o IIAXKYy B JKHHcax ¥ Gyrboske, U ¢ JOAKO! OHA
ynpaeasaaach, Kak Jai000if Manpuuiuka-peibak, a
masana 6bicTpee HX Bcex.

— BrixoauT, Ha OCTPOB MBI OTHIPAaBUMCHA 34-
BTpa, — ckasan J[xyauaH. — CerogHa orpaHu-
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uuMca nNuUKHUKOM Ha Gepery. A morom npory-
nnaeMcA.

Ounu ycrponnu nuKHUK Ha Gepery, npudem Tu-
MOTHM AocTajoch 6oJblle IOJIOBHHBLI MX IPHMIIACOB.
Canasnuu GLLIH He CJAMILIKOM BKYCHBIMHU: XJe0 uep-
CTBREIN, Macja ABHO HeJOCTATOYHO, a KPOMe. TOro,
CJIOKEHHbIe BMecTe, KYCOYKH xJsebfa OKasaJuch
caumikom toacreiMu. Ho TMMOTH OTHeccA K HeM ¢
onobpeHreM. OH MPOMVIOTMJI HMX CTOJBLKO, CKOJBKO
nepenasjo Ha ero AOJIO0, NMPH 3TOM XBOCT €ro yxapa-
CA O 3eMJIIO C TaXO0il CUJIOI, YTO B BO3AYX NMOAHUMA-
JIUCh TYYH IeCKa.

— TumorH, ecau Xouelllb MaxaTh XBOCTOM, BbI-
TallY ero U3 necka, — ckasan J[)KyauaH, Koraa nec
B YeTBepThIN pa3 ofChINAN ero rojosy neckom. Tum-
MH ONATH C CHUJION yaapHJ XBOCTOM O 3eMJII0 1 o6py-
IUMJ Ha MaJb4YMKa HOBBII mnecyaHbIil JuBeHb. Bce

pPacxoxoTaJuCh.
— A rteneps nomiu npoitaeMca, — ckasan Jluk,
BCKaKMBas Ha Horu. — SI yyBCTByIO, BCEM HaM He-

sBpenHo nopaamarbesa. Kyna noitnem?

— Ilomn Mo BeplLIMHE yTeca, OTKyAa HaM Bce
ppema Gyxer BMAHO Mope, JaaHO? — MpemJIOXKUJIA
AnH. — J[3K0opmK, a OCTPOB INOTepnesLuero Kopate-
KpyuieHue Kopabas Bce ewe tam?

Jxopmx KuBHysa. letu B cBOe BpeMs NpoBeaM
HeoOBIYAITHO BOJIHYIOLIME Yachl Ha o6JI0MKax cyaHa,
NnpoJieyKasllero MHOTO BPDEMEHH Ha MOPCKOM JHe.
CunpHBIH 1ITOPDM IMOAHAJ €0 CO AHA M IPOYHO IO-
caaua Ha ckansl. M Toraa yaanoch XOPOLUEHBKO
ofciaenoBaTh OOJMOMKH CyAHA, M OHM HAIIM TaMm
KapTy 3aMKa C YKasaTelsMH, Ie UCKaTb CIIPATaH-
Hble COKPOBHIIIA.

— A BBI NIOMHHTE, KAK MBI HAULIM Ha pa3burom
KopabJie cTapyio KapTy, Kak Mbl HCK&IH 30JI0TbIe
CAUTKH M B KOHIIe KOHLIOB HAIUNM MX? — CIIpOCHI
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JKynmaH, M rJjasa ero Ip#’ BOCIIOMMHaHUH 0O
BCEM 3TOM 3aCBepKaJM. — A 4TO, 3Ty Pa3BaJIMH'
ele He pa3HecJ0 Ha KyckH, Jxopmx?

— Her, He  AyMmalo, — OTBETHJI
Jxxopaxx. — Bbl Beagb NMOMHHTE, OCTOB CYHH:
JIXKMT Ha CKaJjaxX, Ha TOil CTOpPOHe OCTpOBa
TAK 4YTO OTCIOKA MBI He MOXKeM ero BHAeTb. Hi
KOrga Msl 3aBTpPa OTNPABMMCA Ha OCTPOB, ME
CMOX>XeM Ha Hero NnoCMOTpPeTh.

— [lasafiTe, npasaa, NOCMOTPMM XOpOILUEHb
KO, — B3AOXHyJa AHH. — BexHas crapas passaiu
Ha, BPAX JIX OHA TeIepPh JOJIr0 IPOAEPKHUTCH.

Onu uuM no BepuinHe yteca, a TumoTH Becen
Gexxan Bnepeau. UM GuL1 ACHO BHMAEH OCTPOB M BHI
CHBILLUMICA B CAMOM €ro LIEHTpe pa3BaJMUBIUHKIiCHA 3a
MOK.

— BoH BOpOHBA GaluHa, — cKaszana AHH. — 4
apyraa GamHa o6Basunack, xa? I»kKopasK, Tl TONb
KO TNOCMOTPHM HA BOPOH — KAK OHHM BCe KPYXKaT 1
Kpy»KaTr BOKpyr Gaiunul |

— Ja. Ouu Kaxablit roa CTPOAT TAaM CBOM rHead|
aa, — 3ameruna Jxopmk. — IToMHMLUB, CKOMBK(
NPYTHKOB Mbl HALILTM BOKPYT 6alllHM — BOPOHBI U]
YPOHMJM, KOraa CTpomaMm rHesga. Kax-to pas m
noao6paaH 3TH NMPYTHKH M Pa3BesH C HX nomou.uj
KOCTep.

— MaHue 6bI XOTeJIOCH €llle pa3 3TO cAenaaThb,
ckasana AHH. — JlaBaiiTe pa3BOAMTBL KOCTEpP K
Abl Bedep, ecayn 6yeM XKUTh Ha OCTPOBE LIeJYIO H
pemro. JIxopaK, THI cipalmidBasia cBOX mamy?

— Hla, KoHeuHo, — orBeruaa xopax. — O
ckasaua: ¢« [lymaio, MOXKHO Bac TyAa OTIIYCTHTb, HY |
TaM IOCMOTPHMM».

— Ax, 10 4ero e s He J106/110, KOraa B3pOCJIb,
TOBOPAT:¢«A TaM I[10CMOTPHM®, — BOCKJHKHY.
AHH. — Yame Bcero 3To 03HaYaer, YTO B KOH
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KOHIIOB OHM He II03BOJIAT BAM YTO-TO CAeaaTb, —
NPOCTO MM He XO4YeTcA cpa3y cKasaTh 06 aToM.

— Her, A Hageloch, OHA ITO3BOJIUT, — BO3Pa3u-
aa JLHxopaxk. — Beas MBI Tenepr HAMHOIO cTapiue,
yeM B rnpouuiom roay. JLKkyauaHy yke TPMHAALATD,
HaMm ¢ JJukom Toxke ckopo GyaeT croabko xe. OaHa
TOJBKO AHH elle MaJeHbKasf.

— Hwuuero nogo6Horo, — Bo3MyTHNaCh AHH., —
f1 Takasa e cuJabHAA, KAK M Bbl. A 4YTO A MOJIOXKe
Bac — 4To A Mory noaenars?!

—Tuwe, THue, MJaneHen, — ckasana Jxyauax,
JIACKOBO ITOXJIONBIBAA CECTPHYKY I10 CIIMHE M CMeACh
B ee Heroaylowee aUYuKo. — Oif, mocmorpuTe-Kal
Yo 37O TAM TaKOe, Ha ocTpoBe?

IToka oH nomapasHuBan AHH, OH 3aMeTHJ BAa-
JIeKe 4YTO-TO HeNOHATHOoe. Bce NoBepHY/INChL U CTATH
BHMMATEAbHO BCMATpPMBAaThCA B oOCTpPoB Kuppuo.
Bapyr J»Kopas BOCKJIMKHYJIA:

— Bor Te Hal 910 ke cTron6 asimal He nunaue Kak
asiml Ha Moem ocTpoBe KTO-TO eCTb!

— Ha namem ocrpose, — nonpasua Juxk. — Ho
9TO Ke HeBO3MOKHO! JIbIM, HaBepHOe, HAET M3 TpPY-
Ol kKakoro-HHOyab nmapoxona, KOTOPBI HaXOAMTCHA
ceifyuac mosaam ocrposa. HaM ero mpocTo He BMA-
HO — TOJABKO M Bcero. Ho s coBeplLUeHHO yBepeH,
YTO ABIM MAET M3 NapoxoxHol Tpy6ul. Mbl e 3Ha-
€M, 4TO, KpOMe, HaC HHUKTO MNOnacth Ha OCTPOB He
moxkeT. HUKTO Hoporu He 3Haer.

— Ecian Ha MoeM ocTpoBe KTO-TO €CTh, — CePAM-
TO ¥ HeroAylouwle Havana J[PKOpAXK, — eCAH TOJBKO
Ha MOEM OCTPOBE KTO-TO €CTb, f... ... f...

— Tsl cama B30pBELULCA — TOJBKO ABLIM OCTA-
Hetcal — mowytua OIuk. — Hy, cMoTpuTte, BOT OH
u nponai. $I yBepeH, 4To 310 GBI BCErO JIMILL 1ApO-
X0, KOTOPBIi TO JIM Map BHIMYCKAJ, TO JH AbIM, HE
3HAI0, YTO OHM OOBIYHO JeJAaloT.
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ITocsne aToro oHM elle Kakoe-TO BpeMA CMOT-
peau Ha octpoB Kuppuu, HO anima Goablue He
6b1JI0 BHAHO.

— Ax, ecau 661 Moa aoaka 6e11a roroal — Gec-
nokoitHo npoudnecna J[xopaxk. — S 6w ceroans
e Tyaa ornpasuiacsk. f, noxkanyit, noiiay u 3aGes
Py CBOIO JIOAKY, faXke eCIM KpackKa Ha Heil elue HeQ
BBICOXJIA. :

— He raynu! — pospasun Dxyauman. — T
MpeKpacHO 3Haelllb, YTO HAaYHETCA J0Ma, eCJM Mk
BepHeMCA IepemMa3aHble KpacHO Kpackoii. Byas
XOTb 4yTO4YKY GiraropasymHoil, J[xxopax.

Jxxopmx oTkasanach or cBoeil daten. OHa xKf
Jla, KOrja no Ty WJIM APYryl0 CTOPOHY OCTPOBA IO
KajKeTCA NapoxXox, HanpasjaAwoluuiica B OyxTy, H
HMKAaKoro rnapoxoaa He OnLIO.

— BepoatHo, Gpocua AKOPh M03agM OCTPOBA,
npeanoaoxkun Jduk. — Ilowwnm kel Tak u Gyae
BeChb JIeHb CTOATH Ha OAHOM Mmecte?

— Ilopa Bo3Bpamiatsca aomoii, — ckasana Jky
JuaH, noraages Ha yacel. — CKOpoO y»ke 4ail moaa:
ayt. Hagerocs, I»xkopmk, TBoA mMama y»Ke IMOAHA{
Jace ¢ noctean. Korna oHa CHAMT ¢ HAMH 3a CT
JIOM, ropaszio yIoTHee ceGs YyBCTBYelllb.

— O, A Hazgewch, OHA CErOAHA CIYCTHUTCH
HaMm, — 3ameruna Jxopmx. — Aitna gomoiil

Onn noBepHyJIM M IBMHYJINCH B OOpaTHBIN NyTh
Ilo mopore oHM He CBOAWJM ria3 ¢ ocTposa Kupput
HO eIMHCTBEHHOe, YTO UM OBbLIO BUAHO, — 3TO BO
Hbl WJIH 4YaifKH, Kpy)KuBlmmne Hax HUM. Hu ogHo
cronba apima Gosnblue He mnoABMJOCh. HaBepHAK
310 6611 napoxoxal

— Bce paBHO 3aBTpa A noeay M IMOCMOTPIO,
TBepao 3aasuna xopmk. — Ecau Ha Moit ocTpo
NPOHUKJM KaKHe-HHOyAb HelpolueHble 3KCKYPCaH
ThI, A UX BBICTABJIO!
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— Ha nam ocrpoB, — mnonpaBua Juk. —
Jbopmk, a 661 xoTrena, 4yToObl ThI He 3abbIBaja, YTO
oficlana rnojgeJiMTh ero MeXxay BCeMH HaMH.

— Hy u 4yt0 X, A ¥ JeauJa ero ¢ BaMM, HO Bce-
TNKH A He MOTy He CYMTATh e€ro CBOMM OCTDOBOM.
Howan! 1 nporosoaanacse.

Hakonenr oHuM BepHyaucb B Kuppun-kor-
TeAX, BOLUJM B XOJJI, & OTTyAa — B FOCTHHYIO.
I{ BennuaifiueMy HUX yAHMBJIEHHIO, TAM OKasajicda
Jarap. OH cugen u uuran ogHy u3 KHur J[xy-
AuaHa.

— Tsl 4TO TYT Aenaewb? — crnpocua kyan-
an. — M kro Tebe nossosna 6pats Mou KHUru?

— §1 e HMKOMY HHM4Yero IJIOXQro He jgejaio, —
nospasun 9arap. — Ecam A Xouy MOYMUTATH B TH-
11IMHe, TTIOYeMY MHe HeJIb3A 3TO CAeaaTh?

— Iloroau, noka ciona npuaeT Moi orelw X YBH-
JAMT, KaK Thl TYT Pa3BaJIMJCA B Kpecje, — 3aABHJIA
Jlxopmk. — Bor Tel MOil, ec/iM TOJBLKO Thl 3aXOAMNJI
» KabuHeT, TeGe He NMO3XOPOBUTCA.

CoBepilIeHHO HEeOXKHUIaHHO JArap CKasai:

— A a u ram 6bu1. S Buaen Bce ITHM YyAHBIE
npuGopsl, KOTOPLIMH OH TOJbL3YEeTCA.

— HTa xax TsI cMeal — Bckpuuana Ixopax, mo-
GesieB OT ApocTH. — Bexab aa)xke HaM He paapeluaer-
cA BXOAMTHh B KaOMHeT oTua. A yK TpOrarb ero se-
um — 3ro, A tefe CKaxy...

Hoxynuan ¢ mo6onbITCTBOM pasrjaaAbiBag Oara-
pa. EMy 6Gb1I0 COBeplIEHHO HENOHATHO, C 4Yero Obl
JTO MAJIBYHUILIKA CTaJ BAPYr TAKHM HArJIbIM.

— Tne TBOIt oren, xxopax? — cnpocun oH. —
I aymaio, Ham nydie Mo3BaTh €ro — IMYCTh Cam
pasbeperca ¢ JarapoM. MajapuMUIKa, KaK BUAHO, C
yMa CIATHIL.

— 3oBHUTe, ecaM 0X0Ta, — OTO3BAJCA DArap, Io-
NpexKHeMy CHAA Pa3BAIMBILIKUChL B Kpecje U HaXalb-
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HO JMCTaA cTpaHMUB KHMWXKKH JDkyamana. — OH
BCE PABHO He NPHAET.

— Yro TH XOYemIb CKaszaTh? — CIpocHJa
JDxopmx, BADYr MOYYBCTBOBABLIAA OCTPHIA McC-
nyr. — Lne moa mama?

— Ilo30BM u ee TOXKe, €CIM XOYelllb, — 3AABMJ
oarap, XHTPO norasAawBaa Ha Hee. — JlaBaii, na-
Baif, 30BH ee!

Herelt oxsaTun BHe3anHmull cTpax. UYro mMen B
suay Oarap? JHKXopmx nmoMyaaach BBEpPX I10 JECTHH-
1ie, B KOMHATY MaTepH, C FPOMKHM KPHKOM:

— Mawmal Mamal T'ze TaI?

Ho nocrenn ee MaTepu oKasanack nycra. OHa He
6bl1a 3acTesleHa, HO MAaTepu B mocTeau He 6bLio.
Jxopmx GeicTpo ofeskasia Bce OCTAJNbHbIE CMANbHH,
B OTYAAHUM KpHYA:

— Mawmal Mawma! I1anal Ine Be1?

HukTto He or3siBanca. Ixopmx cbexasa rno Jec-
THHUUE BHHUJ. JIMLO y Hee 6bUI0 GesIbIM KakK MeJs. OfO-
rap IUMPOKO PACcTAHYJA ry0ul B yabibKe, rIaas Ha
Hee.

— # 4ro Tebe rosopun? — cnpocua oH. —
CKAa3aJI: 30BH CKOJIBKO XOYelllb, & OHH BCE PABHO He
npuAyT.

— T'ne oun? — TpeboBaTENBLHEIM TOHOM CITPOCH-
aa Ixopax. — Orseuail cuio ke MUHYTY!

— Cama y3uait, — orserus darap. i

Pasnanca 3BOHKMIA 3BYK IIOLIEYHHBI, M IArap
BCKOYMJI, JepaKack pykoil 3a meky. J>xopmk Haue-
TeJjla HAa Hero M yaapuia no GoM3aHOHOMMH CO Bceik
cwioit, Ha Kakyio OsL1a criocofHa. daarap y»<e noj-
HAJN DYKY, 4TOGBI OTBeTHTb € TeM ke, HO Iepex
HuM BeIpoc JIKyaunaH.

— C Ixopmx f Tebe APATHLCA He IO3BOJIO, —
3aaBun OH. — OnHa — peBouka. Ecam xouerus
APaThCA, A K TBOMM YCJYTaM.
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— He xenaio GITH AEBOYKON, A — MAJIBYUK, —
saopana J[KOpmK, NuITAACH OTTONKHYTh JDxyana-
Ha. — $1 roroBa nozpaTnscA ¢ DArapoM, U A emy 3a-
JAaM, BOT YBUAMIUB, KTO nmobeauT.

Ho JynuaH Kpemko mepaxas ee. DArap Havalu
GoukoM MpoOHPATECA K ABEPH, HO TAM €ro IMOAMXKH-
aan Iuk.

— MunyTouky, — ckasanx OH. — Hpeame yeMm
yitews, CKayKH, rae Hamu reta u aaaal

— I'-p-p-p-p, — BHe3anHo 3apsryan Tumorn Ta-
KHMM YTPOMKAIOLLMM IOJOCOM, 4YTO OArap B cTpaxe
ycraBuiaca Ha Hero. Ilec ockanua cBou Gosbline 3y-
6bl, IIEPCTh Y HEro Ha 3arpuBKe BcTana AbiGom. Bug
y Hero GbLT O4YeHb CTPAIIHELIA.

— IIpunepxkure cBolo cofaky, — IPOHU3HEC APO-
AILMM rojiocomM 9arap. — Y Hero Takoi Buia, Oyxa-
TO OH BOT-BOT HA MeHA IpBITHET.

JxynnaH yxBaTna pykoit omeitHuk Tuma.

— Tuxo, Tum! — cxkasan oH. — A Teneps, IA-
rap, cooBlIX HaM TO, YTO MBI XOTHMM Y3HATh, ¥ IoO-
BOpM no6eIcTpee, a TO Kak 6b1 Tebe He noxxanets!

— Jla Heuero oco6eHHO paccKa3bIBaTh, — CKa3al
Onrap, He cBoas raad ¢ Tumotn. Barnanys MenbKOM
Ha I»xopmx, oH mpoaoskan: — Tsoeit mame ctaso
BAPYT OYeHb ILJIOXO: y Hee Hayajach y»kacHaa Gosb
BOT 3716Ch, BLI3BAJIM AOKTODA M ee yBe3dau B BONLHH-
uy. Teoit oren yexan ¢ Heit. Bor u Bce.

Jxopmxk cena Ha ansadH. Ona noGiegHesa elue
CHUJIBbHee, M BUJ V Hee ObLI coBCceM GOJIBLHOIA.

— O! — ckazana ona. — Begnaa mamoukal A
3ayeM TOJIBKO A yuuia cerogua n3 goma. O I'ocnioan,
KakK JKe HaM y3HAaTh, YTO COYYHJIOCH?

OArap BBICKOJBL3HYJ M3 KOMHATBHI M 3aKpPbLT 3a
coBoit xBeps, ¢ TeM uTOGBI TMOTH He yBsA3aJCA 3a
HuMm. IToroM mocablIaNoCh, KaK XJIOMHYyJa ABEPb
KYXHH. JleTH raaaenu Apyr Ha Apyra, OXBadeHHbIe
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YYBCTBOM JKAJIOCTH U crpaxoM. Beanas I[xxopmxl!
Beanasa tera ®aunun!

— HasepHoe, rae-to ocrasjeHa 3anuckKa, —
ckasan J[xxyauan u orasgenaca Bokpyr. OH cpasy
3aMeTUJ NMUCHEMO, IMOACYHYTO€ IOA paMy 3epKasay
ITucemo Obino0 azppecoBano JIKOpmIK, M Maabym
nepeaan ero eit. Ono 6uLI0 OT ee oTuA. A

— Ywuraii ckopee, — nonpocuna AHH. — AX Tbl
Boxxe Moit, Kak y»XaCHO HAYHHAIOTCA HAILH xarml
Kyasil




TJIABA YETBEPTASA

PsaA MEAKHX HeNpHSITHOCTeH

Jxopmx mpouna nuckMo Beayx. OHo GBIIO KO-
POTKMM M ABHO HAIIMCAHO B CIELLIKe.

«Toporaa Mxopaxl

TsBoa mama cepbe3dHo 3abGonena. 51 eay c Heit B
60JILHUAILY ¥ OCTAHYCh TaM, IOKa eil He CTaHeT Jyd4-
1ie. 910 MOXKET 3aHATh HECKOJBKO JHed MM Hene-
mo. Byny 3BoHHUTH TeGe 1o TenedoOHy KaXKAbI AeHb
yTpOM M coobLiaTh, KaKk oHa cefa 4yBCTByeT. 3a
wcemyu Bamu Gymer npucmarpusarh Muccuc CTex.
llocrapaiiTecs, 4ToOBI BCe OBLJIO B NMOPAAKE A0 MOEro
upuesna.

Teoi nobawuii omey».

— O, I'ocriogn! — BoCKAMKHYJ1a AHH, NIOHUMAB-
11asa, Kax ara HOBOCTb oropuut J>Kopmx, KoTopas
O4YeHb JIO0UT MaThb. Y QE€BOYKHM M B CAMOM JeJie BbI-
CTYIWIM Ha rJjasax cJae3sl, a 3T0 CJAy4Yaloch C
JLxopmx kpafine peaxo. Boollue-To oHa HHMKOraa
e IU1aKaaa, Ho npuiiT BOT 3TaK AOMOIA M y3HATB,
“TOo TBOEt MaMel 3aech Gosbure HeT, — OBLIO IPOCTO
yxkacHo. Jla u mansl Herl Hukoro, xpome Mmuccuc
Crex u Oarapa.

— OJTO NpPOCTO HEBBLIHOCMMO, YTO MaMy BOT TaK
NOT yBe3au, — BAPYT 3apbiaasia HaB3pwia Jxopmk,
YTKHYBIIMCh roJioBoii B moaywmky.— OHa... OHa,
MoxKeT, ¥ BooGLIe HUKOraa 6oabiIe He BepHETCH.

— He raynu, JDxopmx, — ckasan Jlxynnan,
1IPHCAXKHUBAACH PAAOM C Helf U OOHMMAA AEBOUKY. —
O6sazarensHo BepHerca. Ilouemy 3TO OHA MOXKeT He
vepHyThcA? Passe TBOM namna He Hammcas, YTO OCTa-
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HeTCA C Heif, MOKa eif He CTaHeT Jydlue, a JJIA 3TO-
ro, BepOATHO, norpebyercs BCero HECKOJbLKO AHeIl.
A ny-ka, B3Goxgpucs, >xopax. CoceM Ha Teba He
MOX0Xe — TaK pacnyckKarscsl

— Jla, HO A naxke He mompoliajiach ¢ Hell, —
peinana Gegnasa xopak. — M a 3actaBuia ee npo-
cuts Muccuc Crek caenaTh CAHABHYH, XOTA IIpe-
KpacHO caMa MOrja Inonpocuts. S xouy mnoexars,
HAUTH MaMy M CBOMMH rja3daMH YBHUAETb, KaK OHA&
ceBa yyBcTBYyeT.

— Tl JKe He 3HAEIUb, KyAQ ee OTBe3JIH, A4 eCJ
6ul 1 3Hana, Te6a 6bl Tyaa He MPOMYCTHJAH, — JIaC-.
KoBO 3aroBopua Iluk. — JlaBaiiTe-ka monbeM uaio,
HaM BCEM II0CJIe 3TOrO CTAHeT Jierye.

— 5 He cnocofHAa MNPOrJOTHTL HM Kycoukal —
ApocTHO 3amnpoTtecroBana J[>kopax. THMOTH TKHyJI-
CA HOCOM B €€ DYKH M IOMBITAJICA MX JU3HYTb, HO
nocrate ux 6bu10 TpyaHo — Jopmxk cnpATana B,
HHX CBOe 3alulakaHHoe Juuo. Ilec TMUXOHBLKO 3acKy-
JNI. .

— Beausiit Tumorn! OH He moHHMMaeT, YTO NpoO-
HCXOANT, — cKadana AHH. — OH XyTKO paccTpoe
TeM, 4YTO Thl YeM-TO orop4yeHa, Jxopmx.

9rH caosa 3acrasuan JDxopmxk cectb. OHa mpo.
BeJla PYKaMH MO rjasam, a norom noasonuiaa Tum
MH CJIH3HYTb C ee JagoHeit cine3anl. Mx cosensl
BKyc yausua nca. OH nwitanca B3o6paThca
Jl>kopaK Ha KOJIeHH.

— Taynsim, Tummul — yxxe 6oae HOpMAAbLHEI
rojsiocom npousHecaa xopmxk. — He paccrpansait
ca. IIpocTo HA MeHA CBAINJIOCh HEOXKHUAAHHOE He-
cyacTbe — TOJbKO M Bcero. TMMMH, MHe yxe Jayd
we. 'nynenbKuii, He ckyau tak. Co MHOIt BCe B 110-
pAgKe, HUYEro y MeHa He GosuT.

Ho Tumotru Gein yGexkaen: pas Jxopmx T
JaKajaa, 3Ha4MuT, Y Hee 4YTO-TO CHJbLHO GOJHT Ma
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0114 YeM-TO MOPAHMJIACK, K OH IMPOAOIKAI CKYJIUTh,
xvatats JKOpMK J1anoit ¥ neITaTheA B3oGpaThea eit
1a KOJIEHH.

Jl>xya1maH OTKDBLI ABEPb.

— IMoitny ckaxxy muccuc CreK, YTO MBI XOTUM
uao, — opABKMA OH M Belwea. OcTanbHble MOAyMa-
an: Hy M xpabpeny — He mnoBoAJICA MMETh HeJo C
muccuc Crexl

IxynuaH nogoumea K ABePH KYXHHM H OTKpPBLI
ve. B kyxue cuaen Oarap. Illeka, no Koropoit ero
yaapuiaa Jxopmx, 6bL1a OorHeHHO-KpacHoit. Tam ke
naxoauaack u muccuc Crexk. Bug y Hee Ob1a1 Mpau-
HbIA.

— Ecau ara aeBuua eue pa3 yaapur Jarapa, A
210 Hee nobGepycsl — yrposkalole cKkasaja OHA.

— OJarap MOJAyYMJ 1O 3acJyraM, — NnapHpoBai
Jlxxynnan. — Kaxk Tam Hacuer yaio?

— A BOT He JaM BaM HHKAKOIO 4alo, — 3asABHJIA
muccuc Crex. Ee co6auyoHKa BBICYHYJIACh M3 CBOEro
yria ¥ 3apeiyaia Ha J[)kynauana.

— IIpaBunsno, IlITyukal Ha Tex, k10 6beT no
lleKkamM darapa, HajO phiyaThl — IOXBAIWJIA MUC-
cuc Crek.

Jxxynvan HuuyTh He Gosica IITyyku.

— Paa Bul He co6upaerech IOMThL HAaC 4aeMm, A
(aM BO3bBMY BCE€, YTO HYXXHO, — 3afBUJ MAaJb-
wuk. — I'ne xne6 u rae nenemxkn?

Muccue Crexk ycrasuaace Ha J[)KyauaHa TsxKe-
JNbIM B3TJALOM, HO MANBYMK He OMYCTHJI nepej Heit
rna3. O ayman npo ceba:e«l[0 yero ke npoTuBHasA
TeTKa, YK ei-TO A He MO3BOJIO OAEPXKATb HAAO
MHOI1 Bepx». EMy OoueHb XOTeNOCh CKa3aTh eif, 4To-
Ou1 oHa yOupasach BOH, HO OH YyTheM NMOHUMAJ, YTO
HUKyJZa OHA He yiiger, TAK YTO Heuyero TPATHUTH Ha
Hee CHJIBI.

Muccuc Crex onycruia riasa nepsoii.
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— §1 npuHecy BaM vait, — 3aABWJIA OHa, — HO,
ecJM BBl ro3sosnTe cefe eme Kakue-Hubyan nmxon-
KH, A He cTaHy Bac 6GoJibllie KODMHTD.

— A ecsau Bl No3BonuTe cebe Kakue-HUOYAL BHI-
XOAKH, A obpallych B MOJMIMIO, — HEOXKHUIAAHHO
seInanana Jxyaunad. OH He coBMpasCA rOBOPUTH HHU-
4ero NoxXo0Kero, HO 3TH CJIOBA BHIPBAJIMCH Y HEro CO-
BePILIEHHO HENPOM3BOJBLHO. 34TO OHM ITPOHU3BEJH
nopaautensHoe aeiicrsue Ha muccuc Crek. Ona 6bi-
Jia yAUBJEHA ¥ UCIIyraHa.

— Yo 3ro BeI? 3aueM rOBOPHThL raaocTu? —
cKasasa OHa ropa3no Gosee BeXJIMBBIM TOHOM. —
Bce MBI nepexnin HEOXKHAAHHBIN yaap, ¥ Bce MBI
PaccTpoeHbl — A CHI0O MHHYTY IIPHHECY BaM uaii.

Jl>xyauaH BHILLIEJ, HEIOYMEBaA, MOYEMY €ro Heo-
HUJAHHAA yrpo3a o0paTUTHCA B MOJMUMIO 3aCTABH-
na muccuc Crek G6bITh Takoit BexJanBOil. Moaker,
OHA HCNYTAJACh, YTO MOJHUIMA CBAXKETCA C AAneit
KBeHTHHOM M TOT ceifuac ke MpUMYKUTCA OGpPATHO.
Hsane KBeHTHMHY 1le1as COTHA TaKMX, KAK MHCCHC
Crek, 6b1n1a 61 HUTIOUEM!

JloKyauaH BepHYJICA K OCTAJILHBIM pebATam.

— Ceituac Oyaer yait, — OOBABUI OH, — TAK 4
raAaauTe-Ka Beceseel

Ho xorpa muccuc Crek npuHecsa yaiif, 3a CTO.
ycesnach He OYeHb-TO Becejas Kommnauusa. J[opa
6bL10 Teneps CTHLLAHO CBOMX cJe3d. AHH Oblaa B
elle pacctpoeHa. JIMK momeiTalicsa paccKasaTh Iap
FJAYNbIX AHEKAOTOB, 4TOGBI BCEX pPacCMELIUThb, H
HUKTO AaXKe He YJbIGHYJICA, TaK YTO OH 3aMojay
Jxyanan 6bL1 cepbedeH M 3a0OTIHB, Ka3asioch, O
KaK-TO Cpa3y CTaJl COBCEM B3POCJILIM.

Tumotu cuaen pPAABLILIKOM C JIXKODAMK, MONOMKH
rosoBy eil Ha KoJeHH.«¢Kak 6b1 51 xoTtena umers CO
6aKy, KoTOpas BOT Tak e MeHA Obl Jobuiaas,
nogymana AHH. THMMM npPOZOMXKAN NPHCTAJBH
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omorpers Ha JDHKOpMK CBOMMH GOJIBLLIMMM KAPHMMH
uperaHHBIMH raasamu. Terepb, Korga ero MajeHb-
xun xo3aiika Gela TaK rpycTHa, OH HUKOTO M HHUYe-
1L He 3aMevaJs, KpoMe Hee.

Hukro He ofpaTWy BHMMAHHMA HA TO, YTO MM
1OAANH K 4al0, M BCe-TAKHM II0CJe 4Yad BCEM CTAJIO
muwiocTs noayyule. MM He 3axorenoch MATH ITOCJe
wroro Ha Oeper — BAPYT 3a3BOHHT TeJedOH H 4TO-
unbyap ckaxyr o mame Jxopmxk. Ilosromy onm
PICTIOJIOKMIINCE B CAXY, OMHMM YXOM IIPMCJIYILHBA-

nes K TesaedonHy.
M3 KyXxHH NOCJABILLIAIOCH [IeHHe:

Hmcopdxncu-ITopdxncu nupoz nevem,
Cadem nasemv, 0a xax 3apesem...
Hncopdxcu-ITopdxcu...

JKyn1MaH TOAHAJCA, IIOAOLUENA K KYXOHHOMY
OKHY M 3arjafaHyJ BHYTpPb. OArap Obl1 OqMH.

— A Hy-Ka, noau cioaa, Idarap! — npousHec
JLkyanan cypoBsiM TOHOM. — $I Teba Hayuy nertb
apyryio necHo. Hau cioaal

JArap He ABMHYJICA C MECTa.

— A 4TO — s pa3Be He MOTY IeTh, €CJIH MHe XO-
serca? — CIPOCHN OH.

— Mokelus, KOHEYHO, HO TOJBKO He 3Ty IIeCHIO.
$l Te6a Hayuy nets Apyrylo. JlaBaif, Beixogul

— H He nogymalo, — oro3sajca Idarap. — Thl
Xoyelllb CO MHOM ITOAPATHCA.

— Ha, xouy, — noarsepaun xyauan. — 5
AyMalo, Xopoluasa 4decTHaA aApaka Oygmer aaa tebs
loJIe3Hee, YeM CHAETh M PAacIeBaTh ragKue NeceHKH
11po neBOYKY, KoTopoii u Ge3 te6a Tomno. Hy Tak
KaK — ThI CaM BhIiZellb, WJIN MHe Te0A BHITALLUTH
orryna?

— Mamal — 3aopan BHe3anmHO OXBAYEHHBIH Ia-
unkoit 9arap. — Mamal 'ne T™H1?
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JIKyIraH HeOKMAAHHO NPACYHYJ PYKY B OKHO,
YXBATHUJ NaJbLIAMM JUIMHHBIR HOC DArapa ¥ AepHyJa
€ro ¢ Takoif cuJoi, 4YTO MaJbYUIIKA B3BbUI OT Gonn.

— A ny, nycanl Iycaul Mae Goawno! Oamycau
Mot xocl

Muccuc CreKk TOpPOILIMBO BOLLJIA B KYXHIO. YBH-
zAeB, uTo genaer JkyauaH, OHA M3Zajia MCTOLUHBLIA
KpHUK M Opocuiack B ero cTopony. Ixxyauan y6pan
PYKY, HO IIPOJOJLKAJ CTOATH BO3Je OKHA.

— JHla xak THl cMmeemusl — 3aopana MucCCHC
Crex. — CHauana 3ra aeBYoHKa Oner Jarapa mno
1IeKe, & Teneps Tl Aepraeiub ero 3a Hoc! YTto 3To
HAIIUIO Ha Bcex Bac?

— Huyero, — n106e3HBIM TOHOM OTO3BAJICA
I xyauan, — HO BOT y JArapa AajleKO He BCe B I0-
paaxke, muccuc Crex. MulI 4yyBCTByeM, 4TO IpOCTO
ofA3aHLl 3TO MCNpaBUTh. PaszymeeTcA, 3aHATLCA
aruM ciaenosaso Obl BaM, Aa He3aMeTHO, 4TOOb! BHI
YTO-TO AeNasIH.

— Tl nossonsAems cefe y»KacHble 4ep30CTH, — B
GellleHCTBe BOCKJIMKHYJIA COBEPLLUEHHO BLIBEJEHHAA
u3 ceba muccuc Crek.

— Ha, BuI npaBel, — oTBeTuna JHKyauaH. — Oto
Balll OJArap OKAa3bIBAET HA MEHA TAaKOe BJIUAHME.
TouHO Tak ke Ha MeHd JelicTByer 1 BoHiouka.

— Bonioukal — Bckpuuana muccuc Crek, npu-
xona B ewue Goabluyio ApocTb. — Moio cobaky 30BYE
COBCEM He TaK, M Thl 3TO NPEKPacHO 3Haeuln!

— He 3oByT, Tak caenosaso Onl 3BaTh, — 3asd
Bua J[)KyamaH, CNIOKOMHO yAansaAchk Npoys. — Baii
MoiiTe ee, ¥ TOraa, Moxer GbIThb, MbI CTAHEM HA3bIA
Bath ee IIITyuKoit.

OcrasuB muccnc Crek, Xoropas IpPOAONMKAI
yT0-TO GopMOTaTh B GemieHcTse, J)KyauaH BepHYJI
K OCTANBHBIM AeTAM. OHH Pa3rAAALIBAJIH €ro C JIO-
GonuiTcTBOM. 910 ObLT KAk O6yaTOo CcoBCeM Apyroit
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Jxynuan — CypOBHIl, ' PeIIHTENbHbIH, cOBceM
B3POCJBI M JOBOJILHO CTPAILHLIN.

— Hy, Goiocs, moaIna s Macja B OroHb, — CKa-
san J[KyanaH, ycaxuBaach Ha TpaBy. — 5 4yTh He
OTOpBaJ HOC JATApa OT ero TOICTOM (u3NOHOMHUM, &
0ro MaMOYKa 3aCTajla MeHs 3a 3TUM 3aHaTHueMm. Te-
1epb, HaBepHOe, MeXKAY HaMHM HAYHeTCA OTKPLITaA
noitnal C aToit MHUHYTH HaAM NPHAETCA He OYEHb Be-
ceno. CoMHeBaloCh, YTO OHA BOOOILIE CTAHET HAC KOp-
MITb.

— Hy u uto x, camMu uTO-HHOYAHL NPUIOTO-
wum, — saaBuia JHxopak. — S HeHaBHMXKY MHMCCHC
Crex. Kak 6w A xotena, utobbl BepHyaach J)xoyaH-
ua. 1 u 3TOrO OTBpPATHOIO JArapa HEHABHIKY M ITY
upenpoTuBHyI0 BoHIOUKY!

— Ilornaau-ka, a BOH 1 BoHioukal — BApYr
rxasan JIUK, NpPOTArMBas PyKy, YToObI CXBATHTDb 3a
owedHUK THMOTH, KOTOpHI ‘mOAHANCA M Hadal
puivate. Ho TuMMHu cTpaxHya ¢ ceba ero pyky u
UPLDKKAMHM TIYCTHJICA uepe3d Jy)kaiiky. BoHiouka
M106HO B3BBLIA M NONBITAJNACH CIIACTHCH 6ercTBOM.
Ho Tumorn yke ycmean yXBaTHUTh cO0AYOHKY 3a 3a-
'PUBOK M TPAC €e, KAK KPBICY.

Ha mecte peilicTBMA TOTYAC MOABMJACE MMCCHC
(Texk M HaYaaa 4YTO €CTh MOYM Da3MaxMBaTh IIaJ-
woft. Kasanocs, eit 6b1710 Bce paBHO, KaKOit U3 cobak
aocraBanuck yaapel. JKyauaH cHoBa OpocHiaca K
WIAHTY. DArap TOTYAC XKe CKPLUICA B AOMeE, BCIIOM-
KB, YEeM JeJI0 KOHYWIOCh JJIA HEro B IPOLUJbIH
paa.

Bona ¢ cunoit yanapuaa u3 waaura, Tumoru
PACKDBIJI OT HEOXHUAAHHOCTH MACTh U BBIIIYCTHJ
WHKAINYI0 XBODHAXKY, KOTOPYIO AepXXan B 3y-
fOax. BoHiouka TyT e KuHyaach K Mmuccuc Crek
W, COAPOrasch OT y»Kaca, MOMNLITAJNACh YKPBITbCA
» o¢ 1o0kax.
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— § ary TBOIO CcOBaky OTpaBJIO, — HAPOCTHO
npurpoauna muccuc Crexk JDxopmx. — OHa BeuHO
6pocaerca Ha mowo. IlpuraaaeiBail 3a CBOMM IICOM,
He TO A ero OTPaBJIIO.

OHa cKpsLIACH B IOME, & YeTBEepO AeTei OTOLIN
M CHOBAa yceauch Ha tpaBe. Bux y J>xopax 6su1 no-
HACTOALIEMY BCTPEBOXKEHHBIIA.

— Kak Th nymaelius, OHA H B CAMOM JeJjie MOXKeT

nonuiTarsca OrpasuTh TuMOTH? — HCHyraHsHo
cnpocuiaa aesouxka JxyanaHa.

— OHa o4YeHb Mep3KaA TeTKA, — THXO OTBEeTHJ
xxynuan. — S aymaio, Hamo aep:xath THMoOTH

JHEM M HOYBIO MoGJaMIKe K HaM M KODMHTb ero ca-
MHM, C HAIIMX COGCTBEHHKHIX TApeJIoK.

HcnyranHaa caMoil MBICJIBIO O TOM, YTO KTO-TO
MOXKeT XOoTeTh oTpaBuTh ee Tumotu, xopax npu-
BJeKJia 1ca K cebe.«A Beab npasaa, muccuc Crek —
y)KacHas »KeHIIMHAa, U OHAa criocofHa Ha YTO yroA-
Ho», — aymana Jxopmx. Kak 6wl eit xorenocs,
yTo0BI Mmamna ¢ Mamoii nmockopee BepHyJsuce! Kaxoi
3TO0 GBLI Y)KaC — OCTAThCA BOT TAK OAHUM.

Bapyr pasganca pes3kuii TeaedOHHBIA 3BO-
HOK, OT KOTOpDOro BC€ MCIYraHHO B3JADOTHYJH.
Pe6GaTa BcKOYMJM Ha HOrM, a TuMMu 3aperuai.
Hxopaxx Bietrena B AoM M cHAxa Tpy6ry. OHa
ycaeIxajia roJioc oOTua, U cepAalie y Hee ytxameﬂ-
Ho 3abuiocs.

— 910 TBI, Ixk0pmx? — cnpocus orew. — Hy
Kak, y Bac Bce B mopaake? ¥ MeHa He GbL10 Bpemed
HH 38JIepKaThCA U pacckas3aTh TeGe 060 BceM.

— Ilana, kak mama? I'oBopu ckopee, Kak ee co-|
croanue? — crpocuia Jkopmx.

— OTO MBI Y3HaEeM TOJLKO M0CAe3aBTpa, — o'rneJ
THJI eit oren. — $I NO3BOHIO 3aBTpa yTpOM M mocJe-
3aBTpa — Toxke. SI He npueny, Noka He y3HAIKO TOYS
HO, 4TO €if cTaJo Jyyuie.
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— Ox, nama, Kak y»acHO Tyt 6e3 Teba u ma-
mul, — mnposaenerana Geanaa Ixopmxk. — Muccuc
Crek — y’Kac 4TO 3a XKEeHLIMHA.

— IMocaywmaii-ka, JI)kopaK, — ZOBOJILHO HeTep-
1ICIMBO TIpepBaJ ee orel. — Heyikenu BbI, JeTH, He
moxkete caMu 0 cefGe 1103aboTHTBCA M NMPUMHPHUTLCA
¢ muccuc Crek, moka f He npueny. He sacrasaait
McHA XOoTh 00 3ToM GeCrioOKOUTBCA. Y MeHA ceiiuac U
(c3 TOrO AOCTATOYHO NPHYHH IJIA BOJHEHMA.

— Kornaa, Tel Aymaeus, Tel npuefemib? — crpo-
cuaa Jkopak. — MoKHO MHe nMpuexaTh MOBUAATh-
en ¢ Mamoit?

— Her, — orserua otenr. — Bpauu rosopsar, He
punblile yeM yepesd ABe Hexean. S npueny cpasy xe,
KoK ToasKo cmory. Ho ceifuac s TBOI0o MaMy He OC-
rapaio. A eit HyxkeH. JIo cBuagaHusa, u Beaure ceba
nee¢ XOPpOLLIO.

Jlxopaxk mosiokniaa TpyOGKy Ha pelyar M IoBep-
Nysach K OCT&JIbHBIM pebaram.

— O mame Gyaer H3BECTHO TOJIBKO IIOCJIE3aB-

Tpn, — cKasana oHa. — M moka nana He Bep-
MOTCA, HAM HAAO0 NPUMHUDPHTHCA ¢ Muccuc Crek,
A Korga OH BepHerca — oauH Bor asnaer! Ka-

xoft yxkac, npaszna?l



I'JIABA NIATASA
CpeaH HOYH

Muccuc Crek GbL1a B TOT Beyep B TAKOM ILJIOXOM
HACTPOEHHMH, YTO He IPHUIOTOBHJIA MM HHKAaKOIO
yxkuHa. JDxyanaH Hanpasuica GbLIO ITOMPOCUTD Ka-
KOoi-HUOGYAL enbl, HO ABepb KYXHH OKasajach 3a-
neproii.

OH BepHyJica K pe6ATaM MpadHbIi, TaK KaK BCe
OHM ObLLIM IOJIOAHBI.

— Ona 3anepsaa aBseps, — CKa3aa OH. — OTta
TeTKa ¥ B CAMOM JieJie KAKOoe-TO CTPAILIHOe CYLLEeCT-
Bo. IIo-MoemMy, HAM CErOfHA Y)KMHA He AOKAATLCH.

— Ilpugerca nomoKaaTh, IHOKA OHA JAXKET
cnats, — ckasana J[xopmx. — Ilocse 3Toro mm
CNyCTUMCA BHH3 M IOLIADHM B KJAAOBKe — aBOCh
yT1o-HNOyab Ka HalgeMm.

OHu yaernuch B noctesb ronoaHbiMu. xynuan
npUcaymMBanca, Koraa muccuc CTek u Darap Toxke
NMONAYT JOMKHUTLCA. YCJBIIIAB, KAK OHHU IOAHAJIHUCH
HaBepXx, M yOeaAUBIUKCH, YTO ABEPh 38 HUMH 3aKphl-
Jlach, OH NMPOCKONBL3HYJ B KyXHI0. Tam GBLIO TEMHO,
un JI>xynnan coBceM Gb1s10 coGpasicA BKJIIOYHMTD cae'r,
KOrAa BAPYr YCJABILLIAT Ybe-TO THYKEeJOoe AbIXaHHU
KT0 651 370 MOr 6bITH? — crnipamuuBai OH cebA. Moi
sxer, 310 Bonwouka? Her, aTo He Gb110 moxoxe Hu
AbIxaHue cobaku. Tak AbILIAT JIOAH.

OH WIeJKHYyJ BbIKJIOYaTegeM. SIpkuit cBeT 3ad
JUN KyXHIo, B B3raax Jkynuana Gbl NMPUKOBAH K
durype My>X4YMHEI MaJeHLKOrO pOCTa, JieyKaBluerq
Ha ausase. ToT Kpenko cnan ¢ paCKpbITHIM PTOM.

3peauiue GbLI0 He U3 NMPUATHBIX. My>KUMuHA AB.
HO Y>Xe HEeCKONbKO AHeil He OpMJICA, H ero LUEeKH W
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110A60POOK GBLIMM NMOKPHEITH! MCCHHA-4EPHOM LLIeTH-
woit. IToxoike GBLIO, YTO HE MBLICA OH M TOIO JOJb-
Ile, TaK KaK PYKH y Hero GblIH rpsa3Hble, a MOX

MorTAMH — yepHo. BoJsocel y Hero ObLiM BHXpa-
¢Tule, 8 HOC — TOYHO TaKoM e GOpMEI, KaK y OA-
rapa.

«HasepHoe, nanaiua aopororo 9arapa, — noay-
mun npo ce6ba xynuan. — Hy u poxkal Hy uto ik,
orkyna Gbl GeaqHOMY OArapy B3ATh INPHIHYHYIO
WHOUIHOCTD NMPH TAKHUX-TO POAUTENAX?»

MyskunHa 3axpanen. JKynauaH crnpaunBai ce-
On, uto emy meaatb. EMy y3KacHO XOTeJOCh IMPONTH
# KJIAOOBKY, HO, C APYro#f CTOPOHBI, He CJAMIIKOM
xoresaocs pa3byAnTh YelOoBeKa M BBA3ATLCA B CKAH-
ana. OH He npeacrasaan cefe, Kakum ofGpa3om
M)KHO 6b1J10 GBI €ro BLICTABUTH, & BAPYT TETA U AA-
n paspewrnau Myxy muccuc CTeKk BpemMs OT Bpeme-
uK c104a MPUXOAUTH, XOTA OH M CYMTAJ 3TO MaJioBe-
PONTHBIM. N

Jlxkyanan Obln1 O4YeHb roJjogeH. Mpeicab o
WRYCHBIX Bellax B KJagoBKe nobyauja ero BbI-
NAKIOMUTH CBET H MPOKPACTHCA B TEMHOTe B KJa-
nonky. OH OTKpBII ABeph, MNOIUAPHA HA MOJ-
wux. Yaaual OH Halmynmaa 4To-TO, HAIIOMMHAIO-
oo nupor. IloHioxan — naxjao macom. Msac-
wolt nupor — BOT 310pOBO!

(Ou cHOBa HAYaJ LIAPUTH II0 IOJKE K HATKHYJCA
WA TAPEJIKY C 4YeM-TO IIOXOXXMM Ha BaTPYIUKH C Ba-
{wnneM: OHH GBIIM Kpyriible, IJIOCKHE, C KaKoM-TO
AnnKoit HaYnHKOM B cepeauHe. Hy uto XK, MscHOIT
WMPOr M BATPYLUKH C BapeHbEM — 3TO0 ObLLIO Kak
i TO, YTO HAAO AJA YeTbIpeX IOJIOAHBIX peGATH-
mox!

JLkynuaH B3AA B DYKHM nupor M Goablioe
Mmoo ¢ BATPYLIKAMHM M OCTOPOXXHO BBILIENA M3
WAWJOBKH, HOrOM NMpPUKDHIB 3a coboii aseps. Ilo-
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TOM OH IOBEpPHYJICA, YTOOBI BBIMTHM M3 KYXHH.
OaHako B TeMHOTE OH ABMHYJICA He B Ty CTO-
POHY H KAK HApPO4YHO HATKHYJCA NMpPAMO Ha M-
BaH. Biogo ¢ BaTpyumikamMu OoT BHE3amHOro TOJI-
YKa KAa4yHyJOCh, M OAHA M3 BATPYIUEK CBaJH-
nace. OHAa yroauaa NPAMO B OTKDPBITHIN DpOT
cnAalero, OT4Yero TOT B MCIyre MPOCHYJCH.

«AX Thl uyepT!» — BOCKJIHMKHYJ MbICJEeHHO J[)Ky-
JIMaH ¥ HA4YaJ THUXOHBKO MATHTHLCA HAa3aA B HaJAEX-
Ae, YTO MY >K4YMHA MMOBEPHETCA Ha Apyroit 60K MU CHO-
Ba 3acHer. Ho JuMnKaa BaTpyLIKa C BapeHbEM,
CKOJIL3HYBLIAA 0 ero noaBGOpPOAKY, OKOHYAaTeJbHO
ero paabyausia, OH Pe3KO NMPUIIOAHAJICA M CeJl.

— K10 3gecs? 9o Tb1, Iarap? Yro TeI TYT gena-
ewn?

J>xyauaH, He oTBe4as, MPOAOJIKAA ABUraTLCA B
Ty CTOPOHYy, rjae, Kaxk OH HaleAJCA, HAXOAUJACh
ABepb. My»>XuMHa BCKOYHMJ U MOTAHYJCA K TOMY Me-
cTy, rae nomxeH 6bl1 6bITh BeIKJOYaTeab. OH geil-
CTBUTEJbHO OGHADYIKHJI €ro M IOBEpHYJ. YBHAEB
Jxynauana, oH ¢ BeanyailuuM yAHBJIEHHEM yCTa-
BHJICA Ha Hero.

— Yt0 THI TYT AEenaewb? — CTPOro CIIPOCHJI OH.

— A a Kak pa3 cobupasica CIIPOCHMThL Bac O TOM
e, — XJaAHOKPpOBHO oTBeTua J[)ynuaH. — Bei-To
4yTo 3aech aenaere? KTo BaM moasonusa cnatrh Ha
KyXHe moero aaau?

— 51 umero npaBo 3aeck 6biTh, — rpy6o 3aopan’
My)KYHHA. — Mos JkeHa 3aech CTpAnyXa — Tak
unun Her? Moe cyaHO BOLUJO B MOPT, MHE AAJM OT-
nyck. TBoit gaxA AOroBOpPHJICA C MOEM XKeHOi, 4To
BO BPeMA OTIYCKA A MOTY XHUTh 3€Chb, — MOHATHO?

droro-to [xyauan u onacainca. Kaxkoit koumap
TepneTs B aoMe, moMumo Muccuc Crex u 1oHoro Cre-
Ka, ewe ¥ mucrepa Crekal 31o Gyser npocTo HeBLI-
Hocumol
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— Hy uT0 X, yTpoM MOl AAAA ITO3BOHUT IO Te-
axpoHy, A y Hero cnpowy, — ckasana JlxyauaH, —
A Teneps paiite, mo)kanyiicra, mpoiitu. MHe Hagmo
HOAHATHCA HABEpX.

— Xal — ckasan mucrep Crek, yBuaeB MACHOM
nupor u 61040 ¢ BaTrpylukamu B pykax y Jxyauna-
na. — Bopyelus u3 KI1a0BKH, KaK A norasxy. Xo-
pOLIEHbKHE JeJHIIKH, HUYEero He CKajkelun|

JxyanaH He coGMpaCA NpenuparbcA C MUCTe-
pom CTeKoM, KOTOpHIil, O4EBHIHO, CYUTAJ, YTO CHJIA
1A ero CTOPOHe.

— JlaiiTe MHe npoittH, — mnoBropua JKyau-
an. — 51 noBecenyio ¢ BaMH yTpPOM, IOCJE TOIO Kak
11010BOPIO 1O TeAedOoHy ¢ aAAxeit.

Mucrep Crek, Kak BUIHO, BOBCe He cobupasica
AOTb MaJBYMKY gopory. HenpHATHBIA MaleHBbKHIt
“esI0BeYeK, pocToM 4yTh rnoseiwne J[xyauana, cro-
11, He CXOAA C MeCTa, H Ha ero HeGpUTOM JIMLE HUr-
pasa capkacTHYecKas ycMellKa.

Ixyauan cnaoxua rybml TpyGO4YKOil M IPOMKO
csuctHysn. HaBepxy 4TO-TO rpoxHyJsio o6 noa. 3to
Tumorn cockoumn ¢ kposatu J[xopmx! Ilotom mno-
C/ABIIIAJOCH LIJIENAaHbe JIAN, CIYCKAKILINXCA 10 JIeC-
THULE U 3aTeM — LUAraloUIUX M0 KOPHAOPY, KOTO-
puiit Bexr K KyxHe. ITpubanakanca Tummul

OyyTuBIUMCH BO3JIe ABEePH, OH MOYYAJ 3a-
nax, ucxoamswuuit or mucrepa Creka. Illepcts
y Hero Ha llee OLUETHMHHJACbL, 1eC OCKAaJHJ 3y-
Ot u 3apeiyan. Mucrep Crexk mocrnelHo otouuesa
OT ABEPM M aKKypPaTHO 3aXJIOMHYJ ee Imepex ca-
MbLIM HOCOM y co6aku. OH YXMBIJILHYJCA NPAMO
» auuo Hxyauany.

— Hy, a reneps uro ThI Gynewub aenarn? —
ClIPOCHJT OH.

— Ckasars? — cnpocua J[Kynuas, nodyyscTBO-
BAB 3aKMnawlmii ries. — Bo3bMy M IUBBIPDHY 3TOT
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NpeKpacHBIl COYHBIN MUPOr MPAMO B BAally YXMbI-
asomyioca GpuanoHomuiol

OH yxe 3aHeC DYKY, HO muctep CTeKk TOpPOMJINBO
NPUTHYJICA.

— Hy 3auem xe Tak? — ckasan oH. — § Beas
npocTo Hax Toboit noarpyHuBalo. He Hafo 3pA BeI-
6pacsiBaTh Taxkoit samevareasHslit nupor. Eciu xo-
Yelb, MOMELIb MATH K cefe HaBepXx.

OH otoaBuHyJCA K auBaHy. JKyauaH OTKpPBII
ABEpb, U B KYXHIO, pblua, BopBajca Tumoru. Muc-
Tep CTeK C TPeBOIOii CJeANJ 38 HUM.

— He noanyckait Ko MHe 3TOro NMPOTHBHOIO Or-
POMHOIO 1ica, — B3MOJHJCA OH. — S He a106:110 CO-
Gax.

— Torza nouemy »xe BBl He OTAesaeTech OT Bo-
HIouKn? — cnpocua >xynuan M, obpaiwtances K Tu-
morH, nobasuia: — Tummu, ko mHe. Octasp ero B
noxkoe. Ha Hero u peryats-10 He cTouT!

J>KynnaH ABMHYJICA BBEpPX IIO JIECTHHLE, a 3a
HUM 1o naraM — Tumoru. PebsaTa OKPYIKUIH ero u
HayaJId pacClpallMBaTh, YTO CAYUYHJIOCH: OHM CJbI-
mand rosoca BHu3y. Koraa oH pacckasan UM, Kax
YyTh He WIBBIDHYJ MACHON mnupor B GM3HOHOMHIO
mucTepa Crexa, OHM pacCMesIHCh.

— Emy-Tro 6b110 6B mnogesoM, — cKasaia
AHH, — HO Kakas 6b11a GbI JKAJIOCTh: BEAb MBI TOr-
aa He cMorad 6nl cwecTh nupor. Muccuc Crek, kKo-
HEYHO, YKACHOe CYLLEeCTBO, HO TOTOBUTh OHA yMeeT.
3TOT IIUPOT — MPOCTO POCKOLIL]

JleTH cpenu BeChb IHUPOr, & TAKXKE M BATPYUIKH
A0 nocaenHeil Kpowmku. JKyJaHaH paccKasal HM
npo mucrepa Crexa, Korophmlit ysoauaca ¢ xopabas
B OTIIYCK.

— Tpoe CtekoB — 3TO y»K uepecuyp, — 3aAyM-
4yuBO nporosopusa Juk. — Maako, 4TO MBI He MoO-
JKeM OAHHMM DA30M OT BCEX HMX OTAeJaThCA M Ha-
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ante caMu o0 cefGe 3abormthca. JDRopmxK, Moxer
OuiTh, 3aBTpa TeGe yAACTCA YTOBOPHTH OTLA, YTOBHI
0N M03BOJIMJ HAM oTzAenaTbca oT CTeKOB U caMOCTO-
arteabHO 3a60TUTHCA O cefe? .

— Ilonpo6yio, — ckasana xopmx. — Ho
nLl BeAb 3HAeTe, KAKOK OH — C HHUM XKYTKO
TPYAHO crnopuTb. M Bce-TAKM A MNONBITAKCh.
I'ocnogu, kak cnars xouercal Iloau ciona, Tum-
My, nomau cnath. Jloxkuce y MeHa B Horax. S
Teneps raa3 ¢ TefA He cnylny, a TO 3TH YIKA&C-
nnte Creku ewme orpasatr Tebsal

Yepea HEKOTOPOE BpPeMA YeTBepO pebAT, KOTophle
yxe He OBLIM IOJIOAHBI, MOrPY3UJHCh B CIIOKOMHBIN
con. OHn He GOAJNHNCH, YTO B UX KOMHATHI HArPAHYT
Crekn, mmoromy uro 3Hanu: THMMH KX cpasy ke
pusbyaur ¥ npeaynpeaur. Jlyymiero crpaka, uem
I'uMMH, 1 IpuayMaTh GBLIIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

Y1pom muccuc CTek gaxxke mopasia 4TO-TO Bpozae
ANBTPAKAa, YTO HECKA3aHHO YAUBWIO pebAT.

— § gymato, 3TO MOTOMY, 4YTO OHA 3HAET: Ceroa-
nux 6yzeT 3BOHUTH TBO#H oren, J»kopmx, — 3ameTun
JLxyauaH, — Tak 4YTO OHA He XOueT JaBaTh [IOBOAA
ana xkano6. Korna, oH ckasan, oH Gyaer 3BOHUTL?
Kwnkeress, B aeBars? Hy uTo kK, ceifuac mosoBuHa
aesatoro. JlaBaiiTe caenaeM KOPOTKYIO NpoOexXKy
M0 Gepera u o6paTHO.

Bce narepo nycruance 6erom, He obpaiias BHH-
MAnuA Ha Darapa, KOTOPhIR CTOoANn B rayOumHe caza
W y>Xe IPUIrOTOBMJICA KOPYUTh CBOM AYypalKHe rpH-
macsl. JleTH HEBOJIBHO AYMAJIM: HAaBEPHAKA y Hero
ne sce noma. OH Bex ce6A COBCEM He TaK, KaK Iojxo-
OneT MaJIBYHKY TOIO JKe Bo3pacTa, 4To JhKynauax.

Koraa onu BepHyaucs, 6u110 npuMepHo 6e3 ne-
OATH AEBATH.

— Iloka asana He MO3BOHUT, AaBaiiTe NOCUAUM B
roctuHoOit, — ckasan xyauan. — Hennsda mony-
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CcTHTB, 4T06EI Muccuc CTeK mepBoif mopouia K Te-
aedony.

Ho, x ux y:xacy, B TOT caMblii MOMEHT, KOr-
Ja OHM BXOAMJIM B JOM, AO HHMX JNOHECCA TIO0JIOC
muccuc Crex, pasroBapuMBaBileil B XoJjje Mo Te-
nedony.

— Ila, cap, — ckasana oHa. — Bce B nou-
HOM nopaake. §I crnpaBafAloch C AeTbMH, XOTHA
OHM HMHOH pa3 M He cayuwalorca. la, cap. Ko-
HeyHO, c3p. Kakoe cuacTee, €3p, YTO MOH MYK
MOJAYy4YHJ KakK pa3 celiyac oTnyck y ceb6a Ha Ko-
pabse — OH MOXXeT MHe NOMOraTh Mo AOMYy, H
3ato obaeruaer aeso. Hu o uem He Gecnokoii-
Tech, C3P, M He B3AyMaiiTe MpHe3KaTh paHbLIE
TOro BpeMeHH, Koraa 310 Gyaer ana Bac ymoG-
Ho. fI co BceM ynpaBJIOCh.

Jxopmk Kak OelueHaa BJeTena B XOJMJ H BhI-
xBaTuna Tpybry y muccuc Crek.

— ITanal 9ro a, MIxopmk! Kak mama? Paccka-
KM cKopeel

— He xyxe, uem go cux nop, »xopmx, — yc-
JbILIANA OHA rojioc oTua. — Ho OKbHYAaTeaLHO BCE
CTaHeT M3BECTHO TOJBKO 3aBTpa yTpoM. S pax 6oL
yeasluats oT Muccuc CTek, 4TO Bce y Bac B INOPAA-
Ke. I oueHbL PaccTpPOeH M BCTPEBOXKEH, TAK YTO MeHsA
paayer, 4TO 1 MOTy IepeiaTh TBOeil Mame, YTO y BaC
BCe B NOpAJKe M XKU3Hb B KHppHH-KOTTEMXKE npore
KaeT HOPMAJBLHO.

— JHIa HuYyero noaoOHOro, - ¢ »KapoM BbI-
KpukHyJaa B Tpy6ky Ixxopmx. — Coscem Bce He
TaK — Yy HaC y»ac 4To TBopuTrcsa. Henawn3da iau

HaM nomnpocutsh CTekoB y6paTnca M camMum 3a-
6oTuTeca o cebe?

— Boxe mMuaocTusbIil, KOHEYHO, HET, — yci
JbILIAJA OHA YAWBJEHHBIH M pa3focamoBaHHbIM
roxoc orua. — O yeMm ThI TOAbkKO aymaemn? §

46



Tak Hageancsa, JXopaxk, uro Tel Oyzewnnr pa-
wymHoi, Gymemus momorath MHe. omxeH Ttebe
(Ka3aTh...

— JIxxyanaH, MOroBOPM Thl C HUM, — Oecmo-
moiuHo ofparuiaacek K MankunKy J[PKOpMK, cya emy
» pyKy TpyO6Ky. ToT moaHec ee K yXy M 3aroBOpHJ
('ROUM YHUCTBHIM, OTJIHMYHO PA3JIHYHUMBLIM IOJOCOM:

— Jlobpoe ytpo, cap! I pax, uTo Moeit Tere He
nyne.

— Jla, HO eii craHeT Xy»Ke, ecau OoHa Gyaert
AymaTh, 4TOo gesa B KuppuH-KOTTEexke OBGCTOAT

usoxo, — ckasaa aaas KseHTHH, u mno ero ro-
aocy 6blJI0 ACHO, YTO OH IIOTEPAJ BCAKOE Tep-
nenue. — Heyxenan Tel He MoOKelub CIAAUTH C

JLKopAXK U 3acCTAaBUTH ee Pa3yMHO CMOTpPeTh Ha
wiu? Bor TeI MOI, Hey)eJaM OHA He MOXKeT
norepners CrexkoB Hegmenio-apyryio? JDxynuaH,
¢KuKy Te6e OTKPOBEHHO: A He MO3BOJIO B MoOe
orcyrcrBue yBoanTh CrexoB. $I xouy, 4TOGHI
Aom OBl B MOpAAKe, KOraa A NpuUBe3y Ballly Te-
o, Ecin BBl He cMoXeTe ¢ HMMHM YXKUTbCA, A
01l MocoBeTOBAN CBSR3aThCA C BAlIMMH DPOAHTE-
ANMU H CIIPOCHTh, MOXKETE JH BBl IIPOBECTH OC-
TATOK KaHUKYJa y ceba noma. Ho xopaxk s 3a-
upeuwtaro exats ¢ samu. OHA AOJXKHA OCTATHCA
#» Kuppun-korrenxe. 9To Moe mocJeaHee CJOBO
10 JaHHOMY BOIIPOCY.

— Ho, cap, — unauan J>xyaunax, aymasa npo ce-

fn, ¢ Kakoi CTOPOHHI MNOACTYNHUTHCA K CBOEMY
WILIIBYUBOMY Aage. — JlomkeH BaM © CKasaTh,
W, .
Ha apyromM KoHue nocablinajica 3ByK otboa. Ja-
an KBeHTHMH monokun TpyOKy M yAaiduicA, roBO-
piwrn ObLIO He 0 yeM. Ax Tbl, BoT He3ajgaual Ixkyau-
AN IUIOTHO C3Kaj ryGbl M, HAXMYPHBILIKCH, OTJIAEN
CTIVIBHBIX peGAT.
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— On yien, 6pocust TpyGKY B TOT caMblii MoO-
MEHT, KOrla A XOTeJ IONbITATHCA €r0 YPe30OHHUTb.

— Tax Tefe M Hamol — pasgaica M3 APyroro
KOHIIA XoJu1a pe3akuit ronoc muccuc Crek. — Teneps
Tebe sacHO, Kak obcroaTr aena? I HaxoxKych 3aech,
31eCh M OCTAHYCh — TAKOB NPMKA3 BALIero aaau. A
BBI BCE M3BOJIbTE BECTH cebA KaK cjeayeT, He TO BAM
xe Gyner xyxel




TJIABA HIECTAA

AJKyAHaH opepiKkHBaeT noGepy
Hap CreKaMH

[Tocapiuanca CHMABHBIN IIYyM: 3TO 3aXJIOMHYJACh
aneps B KyxH0. Casliino 6e110, kak muccuc Crex
TOPIKECTBYIOLLIMM TOHOM pAacCKa3blBaeT O IIPOMC-
mejawem 9arapy u mucrepy Crexy. et nmownu B
INXCTHUHYIO M YCeJIMCh, MPAYHO MOTJAAALIBAA APYr Ha
Apyra.

-— ITana npocTo HeBO3MOXeH! — SPOCTHO BOC-
wankHyaa JDxopak. — OH HUKOrza HUYEro He xe-
Anet cayluaTh.

— Buaums a4, OH BeAb OYEHb PACCTPOEH, —
paccyauTensHo 3amerwa JIMK. — ViKacHO Kaus,
WTO OH TMO3BOHMJI PaHblUe AEBATH, TAK YTO MMCCHC
Crex ycnena mepBoit MOroBOPUTL C HUM.

— Y10 nana ckasan Ttebe? — ofpaTuaach

L]
JLxopmk K JIxyauany. — IToBTOpM TOYHO, 4YTO OH
¢Kasai.

— On cxaaaJ, 4TO, €CJIM MBI HE MOXKEM YXKUThCA
vo Crexamu, AHH, JIMKy ¥ MHe cJeayeT BePHYThCA
K HAIIMM COOCTBEHHBIM DOAMTENAM. A Thl AOJKHA
INTATBCH 3AECH.

Jhxopmk ycrasnaacek Ha Jlxxkyaunana.

— Hy uT0 X, — CKa3aja OHAa HaKOHel, — Bbl U
¥ CaMOM JieJie He MOXKeTe C HUMH YXKHUTBLCA, TAK 4YTO
nyuwe BaM yexatb aomoit. O cebe a cama roaa6o-
yCh.

— He 6yap aypoukoitl — JKyanan Apy»KecKH
norpenan ee no rnJedy. — Tbl NpeKpacHO 3Haellb,
wro mMbl Teba He 6pocum. He mory ckasarb, 4TOGBI
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MHe yJbI6aach NepcreKTHBa LeJayI0 HeAea, a TO U
ABe 6uITh nox Kabaykom y Crekos, HO ObIBalOT Be-
um ¥ noxyxe. Byzem cooflua nepxaThcs MpoTHB
3THX najok!

Ora noTyra Ha IUYTKY He BhI3BaJa YJIBIOKH Aaxke
y Ann. IlepcnekTBa O4yTHTHCA NMOJ KabJyKOM TpoO-
ux CrexkoB 6ulia KpaiiHe HepagocTHoi. TuMoTH mo-
JIOXKUJ rosioBy Ha Konenu Jxopmx. Ona moxJsonana
€ro 10 CIIHHEe ¥ OKMHYJIa B30POM CBOMX APYy3ei.

'— ¥ MeHsa ecTh CBOI1 COGCTBEHHBII IIJ1aH, BAC OH
He kacaercA. Co mHoit Tummu, on 060 MHe noaa6o-
TuTCcA. Il03BOHNTE POAUTENAM U 3aBTpPA 2Ke yeadxaii-
Te JOMOM.

Bug y Ixopax 6611 BeidsiBaoiumit. OHa BbICOKO
NOAHSAJA TOJIOBY, U MOXHO ObLIO He COMHEBAThCA,.
4YTO y Hee U B caMOM feJie GblI KAKOM-TO I1aH.

JKyanaH BCTPEBOMCHUJICH.

— He rnynu, — ckasan oH. — 1 Te6Ge roBopio;
MBI TePeHeceM TO, YTO HaM TPEACTOUT, BCce BMeCTe.
Ecau y Tebsa ecTh niaH, Mbl NPUMEM B HEM ydacTue.
Ho, utro GbI HM NPOM3OLIJIO, MBI OCTAHEMCH anec‘
BMecTe ¢ ToOOIA.

— OcraBaiiTech, €CIM XOTHTe, — OTO3BAJACh
JI>KOpa, — HO A OT CBOEro ILVIaHa He OTCTYILIIOCK,
BBI caMH yGeauTech, YTO B KOHIIE KOHLIOB BaM He OC-
TaHeTCA HUYero MHOro, Kaxk BepHyThca aomoii. Ilo-
wan, Tumoru. Iloitaem k Jxumy, nmocMorpum, ro-
TOBa JIM MOA JIOAKA. ¢

— Mbs1 noitgem ¢ ToGoii, — 3aasua JuK. Emy‘
6b110 kans xopax. HecMoTps Ha ee BbI3bIBalO-
IMif TOH, OH BHJAEN ee HACKBO3b M IOHHMAJ, YTO
OHa OYeHb HecYacTHA, GEeCIOKOMTCA O CBOeil MaTepH,.
CepAMTCA Ha OTLIA M OropyaeTrcs OTTOrO, YTO el Ka-
KETCA, 4TO pebATa OCTAIOTCA 3AeCh PaaM Hee, B TO
BpeMA KaK OHM MOIJIM Gbl BEPHYTBHCHA JOMOM M mpe-
KPaCcHO IIPOBECTH TaM BpeMd.
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Jlens moayumaca HeBecenbrit. Jlkopmx aeprxa-
AnCL OYEeHb HATAHYTO M MpoAoJKala HacTauBaTh,
wiro0bl OCTAJIBHBIE YeXalu AOMOII M OCTaBHJIM ee Of-
ny. A Koraa OHH CTOJIb XK€ HAaCTOMYMBO Jajy eif 1o-
MNThL, YTO OHH 3TOTO He CAenaloT, OHa COBCEM pac-

¢opinacse.
— Bel paspyliaete Bech MOif nJaH, — 3afABUJIA
onn HakoHel. — Bel morau 6b1 yexaTs, MpaBaa xe,

morau Gel. I BaM roBopio: BbI BKOHeEIl pa3pyliiaere
MO naH. _

— CKa)kH, HAKOHEll, B YeM COCTOMT 3TOT CAMBIii
nanu? — Herepnenuso cnpocua Hxyanan. — Y me-
"% HEBOJBHO CO3Aaercsd BIleYaTJIeHHMe, YTO ThI Mpo-
(70 TNPUTBOPAELIbLCA, 4YTO y TebA ecTh Kakoli-to
waail, 4ToOBI MBI YeXaJH.

— § ne npursopsAlch, — BbILLIA U3 cebsA
JLkopmx. — Paase s korga-HuGYab IpUuTBOpPANAch?
‘I'm npekpacHo 3Haemis, uto Het! Ecau a rosopio,
TO Yy MEHA eCTh IJIaH, 3HA4YHUT, OH B CAMOM jeJse
wern. Ho A BaM ero He packpolo, TaxK 4ToO Jydllle He
aklILITEIBAMTE. 3TO MOI1 COGCTBEHHEBIN CeKper, MOt
AMMHBIN TIJIAH.

— Hy u 4yTo K, a A Bce-TakM CYMTAIO, YTO HAM
Tht ObI MOrJIa O HEM pacCKas3aTh, — BOCKJIMKHYJ AB-
no ysssaeHHsbI JIuk. — Y MBI Bce paBHO ocTaHeM-
¢n ¢ To6GOM, ecTh M y TebA nJaaH HAM HeT, AAa, AAa,
AKC eCM MBL Pa3pyllIMM TEM CAMBbIM TBOM MJaH,
WK ThI TOBOPHILIL, MBI OCTAHEMCA 3AeCh, C TOOOI.

- §I He no3BosI0 BAM copBaTh MOM MJaH, — 3a-
nmisa Jxopak, cBepkas riasaMu. — 9TO MOAJO C
WAL CTOPOHBI. BBl TOXXE MPOTHB MEHA — TOYHO
rni oxe, Kak Crexu.

- Ax, Jxopmx, Hy He Hagol — BOCKJIMKHYJA,
uyrh He ruiaya, AHH. — He Gyaem ccopurncs. Paase
MIJI0 HaM CcCOP C 3TMMH yxKacHbIMu CTekaMu, 4TO-
M e1ie Mexxay coboit nepeccopuThes?
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TrHeB J[xopmx mcue3 TaKk ke ObICTPO, K&K BO3+
HUK. Bua y Hee GbLI NIPUCTBLKEHHBIN.

— IIpowy npomenusa! — ckasana oHa. — 1 ay-
pa. He Gyay ccopurhbcs ¢ BaMH, HO I'OBOPIO A COBep-
LLIEHHO cepre3Ho. I HaMepeHa MPOAOJIIKATBH OCYyLIe-
CTBJIEHHE MOEro IUIaHa, & B YeM OH COCTOMT — He
CKa)Ky, ITOTOMY 4TO, ecu Ghl cKa3ana, 3TO MCIIOPTH«~
Jo 661 BaM KaHuKyJbl. IIoxkanyiicrta, moBepbTe MHe.

— Jasaiite onaTs 3axBaTUM ¢ cofoit oben U moe:
OUM rae-HUGYAb MO OTKPBITHIM HeOOM, — IIPeAJIO«
xua Hxynuan u Bcran. — Mel Bce GyneM 4yBCTBO-
BaTh ceGa nayuyie, ecnu GyaemM CerogHA RepKaThCA
nozassiue ot sroro aoma. Ioitay morosopio co cra-

pyxoit Crek. 1
— Kaxkoit mononen wam Jxynauau. Bor xpa6-
peu-to, npasBxa?l — BOCKJIMKHYyJA A.HH, KOTOopas

roroBa Gblia CKOpee ymepeTb, 4eM CTONKHYTHCA B
3Ty MHHYTY JIMLOM K Juuy ¢ muccuc Crek. :

Cnanuts ¢ muccuc Crex oKasanoch KeOM HeJer-
KuM. B aToT MOMEHT OHa yyBcTBOBAasa ceba noﬁenm‘
TeJILHULEH, & KPOMe TOro, ei0 OBJiajesa CHUJbHeils
uIas aocaaa, Koraa oHa ofHapy»KuJja HCUYe3HOBEHH
CBOEro 3aMevyaTeJILHOTO MACHOINO MUpora M BaTpy-
weK ¢ sapeHneM. Mucrep Crek Kaxk pa3 OGBACHAN
eif, KyZa OHM MOAEBANNCH, KOrZAa HA KyXHe IMOABUJI
ca IxyauaH.

— Kaxk y Bac xBaTaeT COBECTH PacCYMTHIBATH HA
CAHABHUYM JUIA NHKHHUKA, KOrA4 Bbl YKPAIHX MOM IH<
por u Batpymuku? Y MeHs 3TO NpPOCTO B rOJOBEe HA
yKJaAbIBaeTcA, — Hayajla OHa B KpaiiHeM Herono»;
BaHMH. — MoJKeTe MOJYYHUTDh ANA CBOEro NMUKHUKA
xne0 ¥ BapeHbe, HH Ha 4YTO GOJblle He PacCYMTHIS
paiite. fI 661 ¥ 3TOrO BaM He Aasa, ecau 6b1 He xo-rea
Ja, 4To6hl Bbl yGpaaucs ¢ MOMX IJaa. -

— CkarepTbio I0OpPOXKKa, — mnpofopMoTan npo
ceba darap. OH nexan, paCTAHYBUINCH BO BECh POCT
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MA AMBAHE, M YUTAJ KAKYIO-TO KHMMKKY KOMMKCOB C
MPKUMHM KAPTHHKAMH.

— Ecau Tl xouews MHe q'ro-nuﬁynb CKAa3aTh,
Darap, BHIAAKM HA YJAHIY M CKAXKH, — YrpoKaloLe
nporosopua JxynauaH. ’

— A DOgarapa ThI, noxkanyiicra, He Tporad, —
(pasy e BCKMHyJach Muccuc Crex.

— OTO KaK pa3 To, Yero MHe M CaMOMYy He
xorenoch OBl KeJaTh, — INPEe3PHUTEIBLHO OTO3BAJI-
en xyanaH. — KoMy oxora ¢ HEM CBA3HIBATH-
¢M, C 3TOI MaJeHBKON TPYCAMBON NpHILIABOI
ubpa3uHON?

— Oi, ait, nocaywait-kal — 3aroBOpU CHAEB-
wnit B yray mucrep Crek.

— He xouy a Bac caywarb, — TYT Ke OTIapH-
ponan JHxyauaH.

— Oit, mocaywai, riagsHb-Ka cioaal — BOCKJIMK-
nya mucrep Crex, Bcrasas ¢ MecTa.

— 5 Bam ckasan — He xouy, — orBetua JHxy-
AnaH, — He TAKoOe YK IMPUATHOE 3TO 3peJMLLe.

— Onare aep3octsl — BCKpHUAIa ABHO BBLILLIEA-
s 3 ceba muccuc Crek.

— Hukakasa He gep3ocTh, a uMucTelllaa npas-
AR, — GecrieuHo Bo3apasua JxyamaH. Muccuc Crek
ycTpeMHJIa Ha Hero APOCTHBIM B3raax. JkynnaH
oaepXKas Hajx Heil Bepx. ¥ Hero Ha Bce HeMeIJIeHHO
MAXOZMJICA OTBET, U OH I'OBODHJ NPH 3TOM TAKHM
woxuBEIM TOHOM! UeMm Gostee rpyGuiM GBI CMBICH
#10 CJIOB, TeM BEXKJIHBEe OH MX mponaHocuwa. Takue
moau, Kak JxyanaH, ObIIH HEZOCTYMHBI NMOHMMA-
unio muccuc Crexk. BoasHo yxx ymHblel — aymana
oMa 0 HUX. MaJIbuKMK BBI3BIBAJI Y Hee OCTPOe YYBCT-
#0 HEHABUCTH, H OHA YTO €CTh CHJIBI XBATHJIA CKOBO-
poaKoit 0 MoKy, Aymasa o ToM, Kak 6e110 661 XOpO-
W0, ecan 6Bl yap NpHUIUENICA He II0 PAKOBHMHE, a 1o
ronose [xyanaHa.
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BoHoouKa, HCNyraHHaa BHE3alHbLIM LUIYMO
NOACKOYMJIA U 3apblvyaia.

— Xanno, Bouloukal — npuBercrBoBan ee [k
auaH. — Hy 4Tto, nomMeln Te6a? YBbI, BCe elLe He¢
Bce Tak e BOHAelb, KAK X paHbLue!

— Tw npekpacHo 3Haewb, 4YTO cofaky 30B
BoBce He BoHIOYUKa, — CepAMTO 3aMeTHJIa MHCC,
Crek. — A ny, ybupaiica u3 moeit KyxHuul

— Haerl — orsernn xyaunan. — C npesen
KHM yaoBoabcTBHeM. Hacuer xse6a M BapeHba
He TpyauTtech. S Haiiay uTo-HMOYAbL moaydiue.

OH BBILIEJ, HACBUCTHIBAA. BOHIOUKA 3apblya.
eMy BcJiel, a 9Arap rpoMKO MOBTOPMUI:

— Ckareprtsio fopoxKal

— Y710 THI cKa3an? — cnpocua xyauaH, BH
3alHO CHOBA 3ariAAblBag B IPHUOTKPBHITYIO ABE|
KyxHu. Ho Oarap He peummnicA NOBTOPHTHL CKasa
Hoe, Tak 4Tto J[)KyJInaH CHOBA IoOLUeJ IpoyYb, Bece,
HACBHUCTBIBAaA, XOTA HA Aylle Y Hero ObLIO BOBCE !
Becesio. OH 6bla BCTpeBOXKeH. B KOHLIe KOHLOB, ecJ
muccuc Crek o6CTaBUT HMX NHUTaAHHE TAKHMH TDPY
HOCTAMH, XHU3Hb B KHDPDMH-KOTTEZ)Ke CTaHeT |
CJMLUIKOM IPUATHOM.

— Hy-ka, KTo-Hnbyap U3 BaC X04eT MOAYYHTD ]
obGen xne6 ¢ sapensem? — cnpocun JKyaunaH, se
HYBLUMCH K OCTaJbHbIM pebatam. — Hukro? Tak a
AyMaJ, a NOTOMY OTKJOHHJI J1I00e3HOoe INpeNJIOMKEeH!
muccuc Crek. ' 3a 10, 4ToGbI MONTH U KYNHUTb K
KYyI0-HHOyab NPUINYHYIO eqy. B Z1epeBeHCKOI 1aBI
O4YeHb XOpoLuy OYJIOYKH C COCHCKaMM.

JkopmKk Bech HOeHb Oblna Monauyanusa. PeGa
MOHMMAJH, 4YTO OHA GeCcrtioKOMUTCA 0 Matepu. Kpor
TOro, OHa, BEPOATHO, oOayMbIBaer cBoOif ryiaH. M
TepecHo, B YeM »Ke OH 3aKJII4YaeTcA.

— Mpu1 cerogHA nmoeaeM Ha octpoB Kuppuu? -
cnpocuna xxyauan. OH nogyman, 4to, ecnu Gbl OF
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oTnpaBMAMCL Ha Jo6uMBIE octpoB J[XKOpaik, 3TO
morJio 6ul OTBJIEYD €e OT TANOCTHBIX MEICHei.

J>XopmK OTpULIATEABHO NMOKaYasa rojIoBoi.

— Her, — ckasana oHa. — MHe He xouercs.
Jlogka yxe coBceM rorosa, s 3Hal0, HO MHe IIPOCTO
ue xouercAa. IlouuMaere, A He XOUy AAJIEKO OTXO-
AWTH OT OOMA, MOKA He y3HA10, YTO MaMa IonpaB-
anerca. Ecan 61 nmana nosponusa, Creku Bcerna
morau 6ul rmocsaaTh 3a MHOIt Darapa, a ecnau a Gyay
0 OCTPOBE, OH He CMOKET MeHs HalTH.

JleTn Koe-KaK NpoBajJaHAAJHCh OCTATOK AHA,
touceM HuUYero He jenaa. Korapa Hactynuiao
WpeMA 4YAaenUTHA, OHH HAaNpaBMJWUCh B CTOJIO-
wyto, u muccuc Crek nogana um xuaeb, Macao u
wnpeune. Ho HUKakux nenewex. MoJoOKO K ToO-
MYy e, KaK BBIACHHJOCh, IIPOKHMCJO, U BCEM
NpuLIIOCh MUTH 4Yal 6e3 MOJIOKAa, & HU OAUH U3
MUX 3TOrOo He JIKIOOHJI.

B To camoe Bpems, Koraa AeTH NMUJIHM 4ail, OHHU
yOILILIATH 32 OKHOM rosnoc 9arapa. OH aepxkan B
PyKe OJOBAHHYI0O MMCOYKY, KOTOPYIO IIOCTABHMJ HA
rpasy BO3Je AOMa.

— OGen ana saweit cobakul — 3aopan oH.

— OH cam noxoxx Ha obex ana cobakH, — C OT-
wpaliieHneM nporosopun JIMK, — KaxKoe HepALLIH-
mx co3nanmel

Bce pacxoxoranuce.

darap — cobaumit obeal — mnoaxsaTuna
Aun. — Tlocaywait, Ixopax, — mnpomosxana
Wiil, — a He OCTAJIOCH JIM NedYeHbA BOH B TOi GaHke
ua Oydere?

JLkopmk BcTana, uytobel B3raaHyThe. TeM Bpeme-
woM THUMOTH BBICKONB3HYJ M3 ABEpeit M HarpasMJI-
‘A K npegHas3Havaslueiica aasa Hero mucke. OH 06-
woxaa ee. Ixopak, Bosdspamasiuasca or Oydera
Wi CBOe MeCTO, B3IVIAHYJIA B OKHO M YBHJAeJa €ro.
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Eit TyT ke npuuuIa B roJIoBy MbIciab 06 oTpase,
OHA 3aKpH4Yasa, 10 CMepTH nepenyras pebaT:

— Tuwm! Tum! He npukacaiicsa Kk aromyl

TumoTH 3aBMJIAN XBOCTOM, KaK GBI JkeJsad ee 3
BepHUTh, YTO OH M He cobupajicsi NpHKacaThC
Jxopmx myaeit BbLIeTeNa M3 JOMa, CXBaTHIa MU
KY C CHIPDEIM MACOM M ITOHIOXA&JIa €e COAEePKHUMOe.

— TuMOTH, THl He NPHUKAacaicA K 3Tomy, a? —
TPEBOIOil CIPOCHJIA AEBOYKA.

JIMK BBICYHYJCA M3 OKHA.

— Her, oH He cBesn HH KpowlKu. f1 ciaexmn
HuM. OH OGHIOXAJ MHCKY CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO Jax
He NPHUTPOHYJCA K MAcy. J coBeplueHHO yBepe!
YTO OHM TOAJNOKHMIAM TYAA KPBICHMHBIM A4 WJIH el
4yT0-HUGY AL B 3TOM poje.

J>xopmk cTpalHo nobaenHena.

— O, Tummn, — cKasana oHa, — Thbl TAKOi D
3ymHblil nec. Tel Beab He CcTaHelUb €CTh BCAKYIO O
paBy — CK&)Xy, He CTaHellb?.

— TaBl — pemnrensno orserun Tumoru. B
HIOUKA YCJAbIXaJa Jaift ¥ BBICYHYJIA HOC H3-M0J K
XOHHOM aBepH.

Jl>xopmK rpOMKO cTasia ee 3BaTh:

— Boniwouka, Bonwouka, uau ciogal Tummu o
KaabIBaeTcA OT cBoero obexa. Moxkewmn ero ors
nats. Iloau ciona, BoHiouka, BOT OHI

Bcnen 3a BOHIOYKOIT TOPONJIMBO BBLICKOYHMJ I,
rap.

— He nasaiiTe eit 370l — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH.

— A nmouemy? — cnpocuna xopmx. — Hy, 9,
rap, o0ObACHH HaM IoYeMmy.

— OHa He eCT ChIpOe MACO, — HAKOHEIL[ CKAa3{
darap nocje xoaroi nayasl. — OHa ecT TOABKO 61
KBHTBI 1A cobak.

— Bpewms! — BcobIXHYJIA OT BO3MYILUEHH
Jxopaxk. — 1 Buepa Buaena, Kak OHA eja M
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ro. A Hy-ka, BoHlOuKa, noau cloga M chelub-Ka
nor atol

Jarap BbIPBaJ MHUCKY M3 DyK J[XKOpAK, YyTh Jn
M0 3aphLIYaB Ha Hee, M CO BCEX HOr KHHYJICA B JOM.
Jixopmx yixe cobpanack 6b110 GPOCMTHCA 38 HUM,
no JXKyauaH, KOTODBIA IPY NoABJIeHUH OArapa Bbl-
WUPLICHYJ M3 OKHA, YAEPKAT ee.

— Hu K yemy 3T0 He npuBeneTr, CTapMHa, —
¢Kn3an OoH. — Bce paBHO THl HMYeEro OT Hero He
nodvewusca. MsAco OHH, 1O BCeit BePOATHOCTH, ycre-
A BLIOPOCUTH B NMEYHYIO TONKY. C 3TOlf MUHYTBI MBI
OyjcM caMH KOpMUTHh TMMOTH MsCOM, KYIJIEHHbIM
y MACHMKA Ha Hawu cobcTBeHHBle aeHbru. He Goii-
(M, YTO OH CBHECT KaKYyI-HHOYAb OTPABJEHHYIO Ma-
%0cThb. 1A 3TOMO OH CAMILIKOM YMHBIN Iec.

— On Mor 6ml cnectb, ecnu Oul GbIa yiKacHO,
myrko rosoneH, xyaman, — ckasana JKopmx,
AMI0 KOTOpOIT coBceM rmnoaeseHeso. OHa 4yBCcTBOBA-
nn, uto ee ToluHUT. — KoHeuHo, s1 BOBce He cobupa-
ARCL MTO3BOJIMTh BOHIOUKE CBHECTh 9Ty OTpaBy, HO A
AOI'Q1AJIACH, YTO, €CJIM 3TO MSACO AEeMCTBUTENBHO OT-
pasneHo, KTo-Hnbyan u3 CrexkoB o6sa3aTentHO BbiGe-
muT 1 He gact BoHiouke ero cwectb. Bor Oarap u
mhicKko4ynJ. PasBe 3To He JOKA3bIBAET, YTO OHO GLLIO
pasaeHo?

-— Iloxkaumyit, na, — cornacuaca JxyanaH. —
llo ne Bonnyiica, I>xopax, TUMMH He oTpaBsAT.

— Ho oH Mor, Mor orpaBUTbCA, — ‘TBepAHUIA
JLKopaK, MONOXKHUB PYKYy Ha rojsioBy nca. — Ax, A
HPOCTO caMOoM MbICJH 00 3TOM He MOTY BBIHECTH, He
MOI'Y, HY HUKaK He moryl

— 3HaYyMT, HEe HAJIO0 IIPO 3TO AYMAaTh, — CKA3aJ
Jlxyauan, Bexsn ee 3a coBoit Hasax, B gom. — Ha
WT, BO3BMHM IE€YEHbHLIE.

— A THI He aQyMaeulb, yTo CTEKH 3aXOTAT M HAC
ipuBuTL? — cnpocusa AHH C BHE3ANHBIM MCITYy-
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oM, I'JIAAA Ha MeYeHbe C TAKHM BUAOM, CJIOBHO OHO
MOTJIO €@ YKYCHUTb.

— Koneuno, Het, aypouka. OHM NIpPOCTO XOTAT
y6paTts ¢ noporu THMMH, MOTOMY YTO OH CJHLIKOM
XOpo1l0 Hac oxpaHset, — ckasana Jxynunan. — Ilo-
yemy y TeA Taxoil McnyraHHbIil Bua? Bce yrpsacer-
cA 4epe3 AEHb-APYroif, ¥ B KOHIle KOHILIOB MBI CMO-
’KeM NpeKpacHO NpoBecTH Bpemsa. Bor ysuaurel

Ho IxysauaH ckasan 3T0, TOJABKO YTOGBI YCITOKO-
UTh CBOIO MJAAIUYIO CeCTpPUYKy. BraiiHe OH ObLi
OYeHb BCTpeBOXKeH. EMy oueHb xoTenoch Gbl yBe3TH
AnH, Muxka 1 Ixopax K HuM aomoii. Ho oH 3Hau,
uto JI>KOpAXK He noeseT. A KaKk OHH MOTYT OCTaBHUTh
ee Ha CrekoB? 310 6bIJI0 UCKJIIOYEeHO. J[py3ba JOJK-
HBI Bcerza Jepaxkatbhca BMmecte. Hano Kak-To BbICTO-
ATb, NMOKA He BepHyTcA TeTA PanHu U aaaa KseH-
THH.



T'JIABA CENbMASA
OTpaaHble HOBOCTH

BeuepomMm, Koraa oHu cHOBa ocTajuch 6e3 y)»xuHa,
Jluk ckasan:

— A MoKeT, HaM OIATh Npo6paThLCa B KIAAOBYIO
woese toro, Kak CTeku yasaryrca cnartbh, M pasno-
kit TaM Kakylo-HUbyan eny?

JKyJInaHy He CJAMILKOM XOTeJIOCh CHOBA TalKOM
"IlycKaThCA BHU3 M UMETh AeJo ¢ muctepom Crexkom.
llo 10 yTOGHI OH ero GosAJCA, HO Bce 3TO ObLIO Tak
WpOTHBHO. B KOHILIE-TO KOHLIOB, BeAb 3TO UX IOM, U
WPOJIYKTBI MIPUHAAJIEKAT MM — C KaKOM CTaTH OHM
AOKHBI MX BBINpallUMBaTh Uau ao6biBaTh Taitkom?
Hpoeto cmerno.

Ko mue, Tumotn, — ckomanpgosan >xkyauas.
Hoe orowen ot Ixxopmx v npubauauiaca K Jxyau-
ANy, BOIIPOCUTENBHO raAasa Ha Hero. — Iloiigews co
Mioit 1 ybeauius Jaoporyio, ao0peilllyld MHCCHC
('toK BBILZATH HAM BCe camoe Jyylilee, YTO y Hee eCTh
# KJA010BOM, — ¢ yabIOKoit ckasan xynauan Tumy.

Bce aacmesanucs U cpasy nosecesesiu.

Xopowaa Mmeicasl — omobpua Ouk. — A
Mo, Mel Bee noitaem? Bor Gyaer nmorexal

Jlyuuie He Hamo, — Bodpaaun IkyaunaH. —
M ¥ 0AMH IPeKpacHO CIPAaBJIOCh.

Ou HanpaBWJICA MO KOPMAODPY K KyxHe. BHyTpm
Wi/l PATHONIPMEMHMK, TAK YTO HHUKTO He CJBILLIAJ
#10 1pUGIHIKEHHA, TIOKA OH He OTKPbUI ABEpPb U He
W'INIIOBUJICA B ABepHOM mnpoeme. Tyt Darap nogHAN
mwvosy 1 yBuaea TumorH, a takake Jkyaunana.

Jarap ykacHo 6osajca rpoMagHOro nca, KOTopblit
voflune apoctHo peiuan. OH cnpATaicA 3a KYXOH-
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HbIA AMBAHYHK M WCIIYrAaHHO TOrJAALIBAJ] OTTY,
Ha Tumoru.

— Yro rebe Hano? — cnpocuna muccuc Cre
BBIKJIIOYAA pagHo.

— VYxkuH, — c maiobe3Hoil yabIOKoOit OTBeTI
xynnan. — VYxun! Camoe nyyiuee, 4TO €CTh
KJ8J0BKe, — BCe, KYIUIEHHOE Ha AEHBbI'M MOEro X
AM, NPUIOTOBJIEHHOE HA IIHTe MOoelf TeTH M Ha rad
3a KOTOpHI OHAa ILIATHT, — JAa, MHe Tpebyer
ykuH! OTKphIBaiiTe-Ka KJAa40BYIO, NOCMOTPHUM, 4
TAM HMeeTcH.

— Hy u naxanl — nHavan 6bl10 ITOpaXeHHb
mucrep Crek. .

— Moikere B3aTh GyxaHky xje6a ¥ HEMHOIO Cl
pa, — 3aasuaa muccuc Crek. — 910 Moe nocaenH
CJIOBO.

— Ho y MeHsa-10 ewe Haiiferca CJI0BEYKO-AD
roe, — ckasan J[KyJIuaH ¥ HanpasWICA K JBEPH
KaanosKy. — Tummu, 3a MHOil Perun cKoabKO X
Yyelub, HO HUKOIO He Kycailt — roka 4rol

Poryuanne Tummu nouctuHe O6bLIO ycTparuar
mmM. Jaxxke mucrep Crek mnepefpajcsa B AasIbHE
KOHell KyxHH. ‘UTto ke no BoHloukH, TO ee BOOOUL
Hurae He 6b110 BUAHO. CoBayonka 3abuiach B 4
JaH U JApOXKasa, CIPATABIUMCH 38 BBIMKHMAIK(
ana Geabd.

Ty6e1 Mmuccuc CTeK BHITAHYJIHUCH B XKECTKYIO IID:
MYIO JIMHHIO.

— 3abupaiit xne6 u ceIp ¥ ybupaiica, — 3aaBu)
OHa.

JKynamaH OTKDBIN ABEPh KJIAAOBKH, THXOHBF
TIIOCBUCTHIBAA, 4YTO BHI3BIBAIO y Muccuc Crex oc
GeHHOe pasapakeHue.

— Bor Thl MoOitl — BOCXMILIEHHO BOCKJIHKHY
Hxynuan. — JlomxeH cka3ath, Bbl yMeeTe KaK CJI
ayer HaOHTh KJanoByl0 npunacamu, muccuc Crel
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Wapenan xypnnal Mue nokasanocs, YTO A CABILA
manax, Korga oHa Jxapuaack. Kak BuaHo, Mucrep
Crex ceronusa 3apesan oaHy u3 Hamuux Kyp. ITo-mo-
oMy, A CJABILIAJK I'POMKOE KyJAaXTaHbe. A KaKue 4y-
Aociisie nomuaopsll Bea coMHeHusn, Bo Beeil nepeBHe
wo naifitu ayqdmunx. ¥ Bor ter moit, muccuc Crex,
KAKOH BOCXMTHTEJNbLHBIN nupor ¢ natokoitl Ber npsi-
MO-TAKM 3aMeyaTeJIbHAafd MoBapuxa — 3TOrNo y Bac
"o oTHUMeLIn!

JxynauaH noagXxBaTHI KYPHIY, MUCKY C IIOMMAO-
PAMH, a ITOTOM NPHUCTPOMJ CBEPXY TAPeJKY C IMUPOo-
1OM.

Muccuc Crex 3aopana:

— He Tporait atu seu! 3ro — Haiu yxkus! Oc-
TADL BCE TaM, e CTOAJO.

— BnBl cnerka omn6Gauch, — BEMXJIHUBO IIO-
upasua ee JxxyamaH. — DTO HAm YKHUH. MsI
COrOHA TOYTH LEJBIA JeHb HUYero He eju, Hu
NOpolIMH yXKMH HaM coBceM He nospeaurt. Or-
pomuoe cnacubol

-- IMocayurait-ka, MoyeMy ThI HA MEHA Aa)Ke He
ranauuwb? — cepauTo Havan mucrep Crek B GelueH-
#TRO OT TOIO, YTO €ro YyAECHBIA YIKMH YHOCAT.

— He xoruTte ke BB, YTOGHI A ONATHL Ha Bac
omorpen?! — yauBaeHHBIM TOHOM cripocus Jxynu-
alt. — Yero ato pagu? Passe BHI ¢ Tex nop noGpu-
anen — wiau, Moxer GbITh, yMbLINCH? Bolock, HM
1, uu apyroe. Tak urto, eciu He BO3paXkaere, A YK
Aystlie He CTAHy Ha BaC CMOTPETb.

Mucrep Crexk morepan aap peun. OH u BoOOLue-
) e OTVIMYAJICA HAXOAYMBOCTBLIO, & TAKOI BOT
manLuuK, Kak Jlxyanas, npocro cGHBan ero ¢ ToJ-
WY, U OH He MOr BbIAABUTH M3 cebA HHUYero, Kpome
M0N0 U3II06JIEHHOro «9J#, nocayuaire-Kale

-— ITocTass ceituac e Bce 3TO 06paTHO, — PE3KO
rHoMangoBasna muccuc Crek. — A MBI 4YTO, I10-TBOE-

61



My, GyaeM eCThb 3a YXKMHOM, €CJIM Thl YHecelllb 3TH
peuu? Hy-Ka, orBevaii!

— OrTBeuy c JerkocTeio, — 3aaBua J[xxynauan. —
Ilo3BosibTe MHe TIPEAJIOKHUTL BAM HAIll Y)KUH —
xse6 u ceip,muccuc Crek, xje6 u cripl

Muccuc CreK 4TO-TO CEpAMTO NMpOMbIYaJia H, 3a-
HecA PYKY AJA yaapa, ABUHyJaach 6bu10 3a Jkyaua-
HOM, HO HA Hee TYT e IPLIrHyJ THMOTH U rpOMKO
JIASTHYJA 3yGaMu.

— Ox! — 3aBonmmna muccuc Crek. — Tsoa coba-
Ka 4YyTh He OTXBaTuja MHe pykKy! ¥V, asepioral I yx
Kak-HHOyap nobepych X0 Hee — BOT yBuauTtel

— A BBl Beib CerogHA yXKe MNOMBITAJINCh — He
TaKk Jau? — cnokoiHo npoudHec J[KyauaH, cBepas
riaa3aM GH3MOHOMHMIO XKEHILUMHBI. — A 3TO yxKe —
MaTepHan IJA MOoJHLMY, 3Haerte Ju. ByabsTre noocro-
poxxkHee, muccuc Crek. I HamepeH 3aBTpa ke ofpa-
THTLCA B INNOJHIIHIO.

Kak u 'B npouueiii pa3, ynmoMHHaHue O IOJH-
UMM, no-suauMomy, ucnyraaro muccuc Crek. Ona
B3rJIAAHYJIA HA MYXKa M cAejaaJa wuar Hasaza. xyan-
aH MBICJEHHO CNPOCKJI ce0A: YK He COBEPILUHJI JH ee
MY>X 4ero-To TaKoro, 4YT0 Tenepb CKPHIBAETCA OT
noanuun. OH, noxoske, 6e3BLLIA3HO CHAUT AOMA.

Manbuuk noGeJOHOCHO 3aliaraj 1o KOPHAODPY.
TuMMH CJle0BAT 3a HMM IO MATAM, Pa3o4yapoBaH-
HBI, YTO eMy He yAAaJ0Ch XOTA Obl KyCHYTh BoHIOU-
Ky. J)KynuaH BouIeJ B NrOCTHHYIO M OCTOPOXKHO pac-
CTaBUJ NPUHECEHHBIe KYLIaHbA HA CTOJIE.

— Hy-ka, B3rnAHMUTE, YTO A NpHUHEC, — BOC-
KJHUKHYJ OH, — coGcTBeHHbIN yxxuH Ctekos! — On
paccKasas ApY3bfM, KaK Bce ObLIO, U OHH TIDOMKO
pPacxXxoXOTaIUCh.

— Kax 3to Ttefe npuxoauT B roJIOBYy CKa3aTb
KaXXAblil pa3 4yTo-HUOYyAb araKoe? -— BOCXHILIEHHO
crnpocusa AHH. — Heyausureasno, IKynauaH, 4to
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TLl NpuBOAUIUL UX B GeweHcTBo. XOpOLUO, UYTO Y
HAC eCTh TAKOM 3ALLMTHHUK, Kak THMMH.

— Jla, 6e3 Tummu a 6ul He uyBcTBOBas ce6A Ta-
KMM CcMenbIM, — npuaHaica JHxynaunax.

YxuH ypainca Ha caaBy. B Oydere Haluamuce
MOXXH M BMJAKHM, & 4YTOOBI He XOAMTH B KYXHIO
ua TapeJKaMH, AETH BOCMOJbL30BAJHCH JgecepT-
MLIMM TapeJO4YKaMH, TO¥Ke HaXOAMBIUMMHCA B
Oydere. OT yan y Hux ocrasaiaca xael, Tak 4TO
WM yJIaJIoCh OTJMYHO 3aKyCHTh. Eaum OHH c or-
POMHBIM YyAOBOJIBCTBHEM.

— IIpoctu, Tum, uTO MHI He yroiiaeM TebA Ky-
PHIIBIME KOCTOYKaMH, — cKasdana J[3KOpaxK, — OHH
MOryT NMOPAHUTh TBOH BHYTPEHHOCTH. 3aTO BCE OC-
TATKHM MsAca Thl noayuyuwms. Cmorpu, BoHiouke HM-
0o He octaBaaiil

TumMMH He ocTaBMJ HM Kycouka. l[Ba-tpm
"IOTKA, ¥ OH OYHUCTHJ TapeJKy, a IIOTOM CTaJ
AOKHUAATHCA, HEe MepenajieT JH eMy KyCco4yeK IH-
pora.

Ilocne BKycHO#1 exbl meTu mnoseceseau. Ky-
PMIly OHM CBEJH BCIO — OT Hee OCTanach JHUIb
wyuxka kocteit. IloMmuaopsl OHM TOXKe BCe YHHU-
1UOKHIHM, TIPHKOHYUAM XxJie6 U ¢ yXOBOJBCTBMEM
"WOJM TIMPOT.

Bouno yxxe moaagHo. CHauana AHH, a NOTOM M
JLKopmK 3eBHYIN.

- JlaBaHTe JIOXKUTHCA CMATh, — IpPEAJIOKHIA
Jikopak. — MHe cerogHA He XO4YeTCA MrpaTh B
HAPTLI WIM elle BO 4YTO-HUOYAb.

Bce momnu yknaawisaThCa B mocTteab, U Tumo-
I8, KaKk OOBIYHO, yJIercs BCeil CBOeM THMKECThIO Ha
woru xopmx. Kaxkoe-Tto Bpemsa o Goapcrsosal,
WANOCTDMB YLLIM — He JOHECeTCA JIK KaKoil-Hubyanb
mym cuudy. OH ycabnuan, kak CTeku mogHANMCH
wanepx, 4ToGel JIeub cnaTh. JIo ero cayxa JOHeCJ0Ch
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XJionaHbe ABepei, MOTOM NOCKyJanBaHNe BOHIOUKH
3areM HacTynuiaa nojaHasa THMIHHA. TuMMM ypoHm
roJIOBy Ha BRITSAHYTbIE Jansl 1 3acHyJ. Ho u Bo cH
OAHO YyXO y Hero CTOAJIO TOPYKOM — Ha cayyail BHe
sanHoi onacHocTH. Tumorn gposepan Crekam m
Goabuie, yuem peGaTa.

YTpoM ngeTH NpOCHYJHCh O4YeHb paHo. Ilep
BbIM OuHyJcA oT cHa JxkyamnaH. JleHp 6bla 4y
AecHbI. JI)Kyn1uMaH moAoOLuIes] K OKHY M BBITJAA
Hya Hapyxy. HeGo 6niso cBerso-roayGoe, m In(
HeMy TIJjIaBajJH po3oBhie obnauxka. Mope ObLi
npo3payHo-CHHee, rjaaakKoe M cnokoiiHoe. I[xy
JHAHY MPHUIIOMHUJIOCH, YTO AHH YacTO IMOBODHT
paHO yTpOM BeChb MHD BBIMIAAUT TakK, CJOBH(
6Bl ero TOJBKO YTO BBICTMpPAJIX — TaKON OH um
CTEIN M cBexuiil

Bce zetu a0 3aBTpaka HMCKYNaliuCh, U Ha 3TO
pa3 OHH BEPHYJMCh JOMOIi yiKe K IOJIOBHHE JEBATO
ro, 6osack, uTo oren J[PKOPAMXK ONATH MOXKET II03BO
HUTb DaHblLIe, 4YeM oxkuaanoch. J[»KyamaH yBuuel
Ha JgecTHuUe Muccuc CTeK M KpUKHYJI:

— Moit aana ewe He 3BOHMUA?

— Het, — yrpiomo orBeruna ta. OHa Hage
ANach, 4TO TeJedOH 3a3BOHHUT, KOraa peGAT H(
6yner aoMa, M Torga OHa, KaK M HaKaHYHe
CMOXeT CHATh TPYGKY M IepBOil cKas3aTb He
CKOJIBKO CJIOB.

— Iloxanyiicra, nopaifite 3aBrpaxk ceiivac, —
ckaszan xkyanan. — M utober aro 6uln1 xoporuud
3aBTpak, muccuc Crek. Beas Mot naas MoxeT cripo
CUTb, YTO Yy Hac OGbLIO0 Ha 3aBTpak, npasaa? Kwn
3HAEeT, O YeM OH CIIPOCHT.

Muccuc Crek, o4eBHAHO, NMOAYMAJIa, 4YTO, €6
JIM OHA AA4CT MM Ha 3aBTPAaK TOJBKO XJeb ¢ mag
aom, JXyamaH MokeT cKasatbhb 006 aToM nAze,
a INOTOMY JXEeTH O4YeHb CKOpPO IMOYYyBCTBOBaJN
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BOCXHTHTEJAbHBIN 3anax nog)xapuBaemoro 6exo-
na. Muccuc Crex BHecaa uenoe Oaoao 6exoHa,
yKpalIeHHOro BOKpPYyr nmomuaopamu. OHa ¢ rpo-
XOTOM OIYCTHJIA €ro Ha CTOJ, rae yxxe Oblau
paccraBiaensl Tapeaku. Ilorom npuiuen darap u
npHHEC Ha MOAHOCe YalfHUK, yamku ¥ Garoaua.

— A BoT ¥ Hawu goporoit 9arap, — ckasan Jxy-
AnaH, KH306pasMB IOJOCOM DPAJOCTHOE YAMBJIEHHE.
Jloporoit crapuna, npruiasaa ofpasuHal

— HMa uau Thl — rapkHyJ 9Aarap ¥ XJOIHYJ
WailHUK Ha croa. TuMMMH 3apuryai, U 9arap yapan
0 BCEX HOT.

Ixopmk He 3axoTesna 3aBTpakaTbh. JKyauau
HONOXKWT ee MOPLMIO Ha mojorperoe GJIIOA0 M NpH-
KpbLa ee Tapeakoil. OH ITOHKUMAJ, YTO OHA MKIAET HO-
wocteit. Xoth 661 CKOpee 3a3BOHUA TesieOoH — Toraa
ona Gyaet 3HaTh, HaYaja JI ee MamMa IONpPaBJIATHCA
WAK HET.

3BOHOK pasgaJjcd, Koraa Bce ObLIH 3aHATH efoi.
JLxopax noackoumMsa K annmapaTty Ipexkae, 4eM OH
nepectan 3BOHMThL. OHa npuioKnIa TPyOKY K yXy.

— ITanal da, aro Dxopax. Kak ,mama?

IToxka >xopax cayiuiana, B KOMHaTe Lapuia TH-
nHa. JleTH mnepecTaJM €CTh M MOJvYa CAYILAJIH,
wxuaas, nmoka Jxopmk cHoBa 3arosopuTt. Ciaeayio-
WHe JKe ee CJIOBA CKaXXYT MM, XODOLLHM JU HOBOCTH
AN NJI0XH.

— 0, ol I Tak pamal — ycaslimaau OHM rosoc
Jxoprx. — ¥V Hee Buepa Gbuna onepauua? Tel HU-
wero MHe npo 3to He rosopual Hy, a ceituac Bce B
nopnaxe, na? Beanas mamal Ilepenait eit npuser ot
mein. Mue Tak xodercsa ee Buaerh. AX, mnamna, Hey-
MO MHEe Helb3A NpHexaThb?

OueBuaHO, oTBet GbLT OTpULATENBHBIM. JXKOpAK
¥l KAKOe-TO BpeMA MOCJayLlIasa, ITOTOM MPOM3Hec-
14 b11le HECKOJIBKO CJIOB M IIONPOIIAIach C OTLIOM.

Vobee IR 65



OHa B6exxasia B rOCTHHYIO.

— Bul Beab casinany, npasga? — Beceno Cnpo-
cuna oHa. — Mawme ayumre. Teneps oHa HenpemeH-
HO MOMPABHMTCA M CKOPO BEPHeTCA AOMOIl — mpH-
MepHO AHel 4yepe3 aecaTh. Ilama nmpueser TOJALKO
TOrga, Korga CMOXKeT MpHBe3TH ee ¢ coboii. 1 paxa
HM3BECTHIO O Mame, HO 00IO0Ch, 4YTO OTAENATHCA OT
. CTEKOB MBI HE CMOXKEM.



I'JIABA BOCHbMAS
IMaan AKopaAXK

Muccuc Crexk noacaymana teaedOHHBIA pasro-
BOp — BO BCAKOM CJIy4ae, OHA CJABILIANA, YTO I'OBO-
pwiaa Hxopmkx. Ona nousana, yro marepu J>xopmx
Aydllle ¥ 4YTO OTell ee BEPHEeTCHA TOJbLKO TOraa, Koraa
cmoxer 3abpats ee ¢ coboil. TO cayunTcA AHell ye-
pes mecAThb, a A0 TeX nop CTeKH MOryT HerJioxo
11POBECTH BpeMs.

K JDxopmx BHe3anmHO BO3BPATHJICA AaIIIETHT.
Ona ¢ xaaHOCTBIO chesta 6EKOH M AaXKe BHITEPJIA Ta-
pesKy KycoukoMm xJjeba. Ilorom oHa BeImMJIA TpH
MALIKH Yas, MOocJie Yero HaAKOHel YAOBJETBOPEHHO
OTOABHHYJIACH OT CTOJIA.

— Teneps A 4yBCTBYI0 cefA nmoayylile, — cKasajia
ona. AHH cyHyJ1a eif B pyKy cBolo Jajoiky. Ona Gbi-
AR OYEHBb pajia, YTO Y ee TeTH AeJIO INOLJIO Ha Nonpas-
Ky. Ecau 6u1 He 3ti ykacHele CTeKH, UM MOTJIO Gbl
OuiTh Tax xopoiwuo! B ator MmomeHT J3KopaaK ckasasia
4T0-TO, 4YTO CHJIBHO paccepauno Jlxxynuana.

— Hy BoT, a Teneps, Koraa A 3HaI0, YTO MaMa
KOO MONPABHUTCA, A NMPEKPAaCHO MOTY CPa3UThHCA CO
(rexamu ogHa — MHe Tummu nomoxer. Tak yTto A
Xy, 4TOORI BBl BCe TpO€ OTIPABUJMCH LOMOH H
NpoBeJM OCTATOK KaHMKyJ Oea mensa. Huuero co
MN0IT He CIYYHUTCA. '

— 3amouun, JKOpMK, — KDHUKHYJ Ha Hee
Juxynnan. — Mel1 Bce 310 yxke obeys:xpanu. A npu-
AN pellleHHe, & A CBOMX PelleHMiI He MEeHAI0 TOYHO
taK e, KaKk M Tbl. Thl MEHA cepANILEL]

— Hy 410 %, — oTeermna J[>xopmx, — A Bedb
'NA3AIA BaM, YTO Y MEHA €CTh IUIaH M 4YT0 A 0o-

’
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IOCb — BaM HeT B HeM MecTta. Bl camu yGeautecs,
YTO BaM NIPHUJETCA yexaThb AOMOIf, XOTUTe BBI TOIO
WIH HeT.

— K uemy Bce atu taitunl, J)Kopax? — Herep-
neauso cnpocua I xyauan. — B uem cocTouT aTor
saragoyHblit niaan? Tel HaM DacCKa)KM BCe-TaKH,
JadKe ecJIM 1A Hac B HeM HeT MecTa. TrI uTO, He HO-
Bepselus HaM?

— Pasymeerca, [0Bepaio, HO Bl MOJKETe IIONbI-
TaTbCA MEHA OCTAHOBMUTH, - OTBeTHaa J[XKOPAXK Ha-

CYNMHUBILINCE.
— B TakoM ciyyae HenpeMeHHO pPaCCKaXXu
HaM, — 3aAaBuJ BcTpeBoXKeHHbIN Jxxynman. Korpa

Jxopax 3amagana B rojiopy kaxkaa-Hubyas wuzed,
OHa cTaHoBMJIach coBceM GeapaccyaHOi M MorJja Bbl-
KHHYTb YTO yroaHol

Ho I:xopmx He moxkenana Gosbllle CKa3aTh HH
cnoseuka. JXKyJIuaH B KOHLIE KOHLIOB I1epecTas Ibl-
TaThCA €e yroBapuBaTh, HO NMpo ce6A pelIus B 3TOT'
AeHBb He CIyCKAThb ¢ Hee raad. Ecau ona BosHamepn-:
Jach OCYLIeCTBMTh KAaKoi-To cymacOpomHblif njaH,’
el MpuAeTca 3T0 AeNATH ITOJ €ro CTPOruM KOHTpoJeml

BripoueM, HHYTO He YKAa3bIBAJIO HA TO, 4YTO
J>KOpM)K NMPOBOAUT B JKMU3Hb KAaKO-TO Hesensiff.
mnad. OHa BMecTe CO BCEMH elle pa3 BBIKYNasach,
romna co Bceff KoMnauueit MpOTyJATHCHA, & IOTOM"
MPHUIJACHJIA NMOKATATECA 10 MOpo. IIaeITH K OCTpO-
By KuppuH OHa He xoTesna, a MOTOMY OCTaJIbHBIE pe-
6ATa ocODEeHHO He JABMJIM HA Hee, I10JIATAA, YTO OHA
He XO4YeT CJMIUKOM YAANATLCA OT Gepera: BApYr A&
oarap npubeXXHT nepexatsh el Kakoe-HUOGYABL coole
LLleHH’e OT OTuA.

Jens 6611 1OBONBHO NPUATHBIM. lleTH onATh xy
nuau 6yJIOYKH C COCHCKAMH M Koe-Kakue QpyKTHI §
ycTpomn¥ NHMKHMK Ha Gepery. Tummu mnonyuuf
GOJIBILIYIO COYHYIO KOCTh, KYTUIEHHYIO Y MACHHMKA.
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Korana npnbausuiocsh BpemMa yaenutnd, JHKopax
cKasaja:

— MHue HanO NMOXOAWUTHL IO MarasmuHaM — Ky-
IIUTh KOe-4To. A BHI Bce CTymaliTe M MoOCMOTpHTE,
roroBuT JaH Muccuc Crek HaM 4yTo-HUOGYAbL K yaro. 5
MMIOM CJETAI0 B MArasMHel M KYILUTIO, 4YTO MHe
HYXXHO.

JLxyauaH cpasy ke HaCTOPOXKWICA. YK He mpo-
rouser au ux Ixopmx or ceba aaa Toro, 4ToleI OC-
TATLCA OKHOM M 3aHATHLCA NPETBOPEHHEM B XXHU3Hb
€BOEro TAMHCTBEHHOrO I1aHa?

— i noitpy ¢ Toboit, — 3aasua IxyanaH, Bcra-
sas ¢ mecra. — OauH pas, AnAa pa3HooGpa3usa, MHC-
onc Crexk moxker sauarsca I[uk. Ilycts BO3bMeT C
0060it TuMMH.

+ — Her, uau te1, — ynepnacs >xopmxk. — A He-
naj0Iro.

Oannako J>XynmaH TBepAO PELINJ He YXOAUTb.
Konuunoces TeM, uto oHM Bce mowwnu ¢ JKOpmK,
rak Kak (MK He ro)kejaJ HMMeThb JeJI0 C MHCCHC
Crex Gea [xyanana unn JDHxopaxk.

JIXKopK BolUJIA B MajJleHbKMI yHMBepCaJbHbII
MAra3MHYMK M Kynuia HoBylo GaTapeiiky AJsi cBoe-
v kapmaHHoro ¢ponapuka. OHa Tak)Ke KynuJja ase
HOpoBKY ciuyeK U GYyTHUIKY KepOCHHA.

-— 3auem 310 TebGe? — YAHUBJEHHO CIIpPOCHJA
A,

-- Jla 3Haelb, MOXET NMPUINOANTHCH, — OTBETH-
an Jlxkopaak, u Gonbie He npubGaBuia HU CJIOBA.

Ilocse aroro Bce nmourtn Hasaxn, B Kmppun-xkor-
repx. Yait yaxe 611 noaan! Ilpasaa, HUuero mHTe-
|®0ro Ha cTosie He ObLI0O — TOJABKO XJ1e0, BapeHbe
AR valtHMK ¢ ropayuM yaem. M Bce-takm 3ro GbLiI0
WON-4TO, U K TOMY JKe BNOJIHe chenobHoe.

Reuepom nowren poxae. Jletu cuaeau 3a CTOJIOM
W nwrpaan B Kaprtel. Temeps, Korga nmpuilIM XOpo-
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mue BectH 0 matepu J[2KOpAIK, HA Ayllue y HAX CTa-
Jo nonerye. B pasrap urpal JDxyamnaH BcTaa M mo-
3BOHMJI B KOJMOKOJABYHK. OcTansHble pebsaTa ¢ BeJH-
YyalIIUM yAMBJEHHEM BO33PDHJINCh HA HeEro.

— 3aueM ThI 3BOHHILIB B KOJOKOJABYHK? — Cripo-
cuna J[>Kopax, riasa KOTOpoii cTajlu KPYrJbIMH OT
YAMBJICHUA.

— Yr1o6m1 ckaszars Mmuccuc Crek, 4ToGBI OHA MpPH-
HecJ1a HAM Y)KHH, — C yasI6Koit orserun Ixynauas.
Ho Ha 3BOH KOJIOKOJIBYMKA HHKTO He -OTO3BaJICA.
Torna J)KysmaH NMO3BOHMJ elle pa3, IMOTOM elle U
elue.

HaxoHeln; ABepb KYXHH OTKpPBLIACh, M MHCCHC
CreK, ABHO B O4YeHb AYPHOM DACIIOJIOKEHHH AyXa,
npoujia Yepe3 KOPHAOP H MOABHJIACH B ABEPAX Ioc-
THHOM. .

— Tol nepecTaHb 3BOHHUTb B KOJOKOJbYMK, —
cKasana oHa cepauto. — 1 He cobupaloch ABJATHLCA

Ha TBOM 3BOHKH. .
— § no3BoHMJ, 4TOGLI CKA3aTh BaM, YTO MBI XO-
Tesn Obl NMoy>KMHATh, — cKasan xyauaH. — A

TaK)Ke 4To0Bl CKa3aThb BaM, 4YTO, €CJHM BbI IIPEAINO-
yuraere, 4ToObl s mpuiuea Bmecte ¢ TumMmu K cam
Bce 3abpas M3 KJIagOBKH, KaK B IPOLLUJIBIA pa3, A ¢
YIAOBOJBLCTBMEM 3TO caesaio. Eciu ke BbI 9TOro He
XOTHUTE, MO)KETe€ CaMH NPUHECTHM HaM IPHUJINYHBIN
YIKHH.

— Ecau T ewle pa3 npuaellis BOPOBAThb I1PO-

AYKTBI M3 Moeii Ki1axoBoi, fA... A... — HavaJa MHC-
cuc Crek.

— Bu1 nososere noanuuion? — AOKOHUYHJ 3a Hee
¢pasy dxynnan. — Iloxanyiicra. Hac aro Brosane

yerpout. I Tak M npeacrasasio cefe Halllero Mecr-
HOIO IOJMCMEHAa, KOTOPhIii 3aHOCUT B GJIOKHOT BCA-
yecKkHe noapoOHocTH. A noxpoGHocTeit A eMy Mory
coo0LIHUTE HEMAJIO.
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Muccuc Crek npoGopmorana npo cefa KaKyo-To
rpy6octs, cBepkHyJaa Ha J)KyaunaHa TakuM 3j06-
MBIM B3rJIALOM, CJOBHO rorosa 6buia ero youTts, M
ONATH yULIA NPOYb. 3BOH U I'POXOT NMOCYALI HA KyX-
Me ABHO MOBOPMJIM O TOM, YTO KAKOM-TO Y2KMH MHC-
cuc Crek ana Hux roroBut. CraBas kaprel, Jlxyanu-
AH YXMBLIAJICA Npo cebaA.

YKUH OKa3aJIcA He TAKAM XOPOINMM, KAK HaKa-
IlyHe, HO BCE K€ OH OBbLI HeIUIOX: HEMHOMXKKO BeT4YH-
MbLI, CBIP M OCTATKH MOJIOYHOro nyauHra. Kpome To-
10, GblIa NPMHECEHA TapejKa BApeHOro msAca A
Tumu.

J>xopmx NMpPHCTANBEHO HAa Hee MOCMOTpena.

— ¥Y0epure 370, — CKasana oHa. — JI cosep-
IICHHO yBepeHa, YTO Bbl ONATH MOACLINANIM OTPAaBY.
Y6epure arol

— Her, 3ayewm xke?! Hao6opor, ocraBeTe, — CKa-
nan I>kyaunan. — §1 3aBTpa OTHeCy 3TO B MECTHYIO
AlITEKY M TIONpoIny caeaars aHaau3d. Ecan, Kak ay-
maer J[)KOpDIK, MACO OTPABJEHO, arTeKapb, BO3-
MO)KHO, PACCKaXXeT HaM MAaCCy MHTEePEeCHOro.

Muccuc Crek Ges aByka yGpasa MsAco.

— Xytkan xenmmHal —  BOCKJIMKHYyJIa
JUkopmok, cuabHO npmxkumas kK cebe Tumornm. —
Knk s ee nenasmxy! fI rak Gorocs 3a Tummn.

JTOT MHUMAEHT MCnoprua Bech Beuep. Korama
TCMHEJIO, JeTAM 3aXO0TeJIOCh CNaTh.

— ¥Yxe pecaTh yacoB, — ckasan Jlxkyauan. —
Aymaio, BCeM IOpa JIOXKMTHCA. AHH cJeRoBano Gbl
AnnHBIM-1aBHO 6bITh B noctenu. OHA ele HeAOCTa-
TOMHO B3pOCJas, 4YToObI 3aCHMKHBATBCA IO TAKOIo
1O3THErO yaca.

— Tsl uTO 3TO?! — Herogyole BOCKJIHKHYJA
Aun. — MHe MOYTH CTONBKO e JieT, CKOJIbKO
Jinopmk, passe He Tak? Hy, a ecainm g8 HEMHOMKKO
mJiaaule, passe 3TO — MOA BUHA?
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— JlagHo, nagHo, — ckasan co cmexoM JlKynu-
aH. — He Bosnyiica, s He CTaHy OTNPABJAATH TeOA B
nocrenb ogHy. Iloka TyT, B fome, CTeKH, MBI AOJHK-
HBl Jepskarsca Bmecte. Ilomunu! Ham Bcem mopa.
ITouwnn, uyro an?.

Hern uyscrBoBanu ceba ycransiMmu. B aror
NAeHb OHHM M KYNAJHUCh, M TYJAJH, U Ha JOAKE
Karanuchk. J[’KyauaH IONBITAJCA elle KAaKoe-TO
BpEeMA IPOTUBHUTBLCA CHY, HO H OH TOXe€ OGBICTPO
YCHYJI. .

IIpocHyJICA OH OT KAKOIo-TO BHE3AITHOIO LIyMa,
no KpaltHeit Mepe Tak emy nokasainocs. Ho kpyrom
6bL10 THXO0. YTO 310 MOr GBITh 3a uymM? Mosker, aTO
6poaut kro-uubyas u3 Crexkos? Her, 310 Gb1JI0 MCK-
JIIOYEeHO, TAK KaK B 3TOM cjaydae THM BCIIOJIOLLIMJI
6b1 cBOMM JaeM Bech A0M. Toraa uTo ke 310 6B1I07
Yro-TO Ke ero pa3byauo.

«Hagerocs, 310 He crapuHa Hxopax, HagyMmas-
LIAA NNPHUBECTH B HCIOJHEHHeE CBOM MJaH», — BAPYT
npoHecJIoch y Hero B rosiose. OH cesi, HaLynan BO3-
Jie nocTeau xaaat ¥ Hagea ero. He pa3byaus JIuka,
OH MPOKPAJICA B KOMHATY AEBOYEK M BKJIIOYMJ CBOM
¢oHapuK, 4TOOBI YOEAMTHCA, YTO C HUMH BCE€ B IIO-
paake.

AHH Je)xaja B CBOell KpoBaTKe M MMPHO criaja.
Ho nocresas Ixopax 6bL1a nycra. Y oaexaa ee To-
e ucueanal

— Hy u aenal — tuxoHbKO npoGopmoran Ixy-
auaH. — Kyzna ee nonecno? Hasepusaka yGexana,
yT0o06bl Y3HATB, e HAXOAUTCA €€ Mama.

Jyu ¢donapuka BricBeTHN Gesblift KOHBepT,
NpUKOJOTHIA OGynaBkoil K mnoaywke Jxopax.
OH TuXxOHBKO mopowes. Ha KoHBepTe KpPYIHBI-
mu 6yxkBamu 3Hauujgocs: JJIKVIIMAHY. Mans-
YUK pPA30pBajl KOHBEPT M IIPOYEJ BJIOXKEHHYIO B
Hero 3amMucKy:
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«Toporoit Toxyauan!

Tloxaunyiicra, He cepAuch HAa MeHA. SI He pelua-
1ock Gosblue ocraBaThca B KuppuH-KOTTEmke; Go-
10ch, KaKk Ob1 Creku He orpaBunu Tummu. Twl 3Ha-
ewb, 4To 3T0or0 A OBl He mnepeHecaa. Ilostomy s
yexana — INOKHMBY Ha HallleM OCTPOBe OAHA, IOKAa
He BepHyTcA mama ¢ manoii. Iloxkanyiicra, ocrasb
JJIA Tanbl 3anMCKy M HAITMIIH, YTO6bl OH NMOMPOCHJI
J>xuma noananiTh K ocTpoBy KHppHH ¢ MasleHEKMM
KpacHbIM GIaXKKOM Ha MauTe, KAK TOJbKO OHH Bep-
nytca. Torpa a cpasy npueay aomoii. Teneps, nocise
Moero orpe3na, tebe, UKy ¥ AHH HAnO yexaThb K
ponutenaM. Kornga MeHa B gome He Oyaer, raymo
6b110 GbI BaM ocTaBaThca B KuppuH-koTTemke B 06-
utecTBe CTEKOB.

JIob6awan me6s Jxcopdxic».

Jl)KxynuaH BHMMATEJBHO MNPOYHTAJ 3AIMHCKY.
oocnogu, KakK 3TO A He Jorajzaicd, 4YTO ee
naad MMEHHO B 3TOM M COCTOMT! — MBICJEHHO
BOCKJIHKHYJ OH. — BoT mouemy Ham He O6blIO
» HemM Mecra. Eit xoresocs yexaTh OAHOM, C
Tummn. Het, atoro s et nmo3poauTh He Mory.
Ouna He MOXeT TaK JOJIrO XKHUTh OQHA HAa OCT-
pose Kuppun. Ona moxer 3aboseTb, MOXeT ITO-
CKOJIB3HYTHCA HA CKaJle U MOKAaJeYuThCA, U HU-
kto o6 aTom He y3HaeTl»

Manb4yHK NMO-HACTOALLEMY BOJHOBAJICA 3a PeLIH-
TEeBHYI0O MAJIEHBKYIO AeBOYKY. UTO ke meaarn? —
cnpawmnsaia oH ceba. Illym, Koropnlit OH ycabimia,
ueposATHO, npom3sesaa Hxopax. 3HauuT, OHA He
morjaa ocobeHHO aanexko yitu. Ecam oH mocmewnt
w3, Ha Oeper, OH eLIe MOXeT 3acTaTh TaM
JL)KOPIK ¥ OCTAHOBHTD €e.

Kak 6uu1, B Xanate, OH moGexxas 1o noabe3gHoi
aanee, BoIGeKAS M3 BOPOT M IMOMYAJICA IO JOpOre,
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Bexyiueil K Gepery. Ioxab mepecran, Ha Hebe IOKa-
3anuch 3se3anl. Ho HOub OTHIONL He GbLIa CBeTJION.

«Kak 310 JIxxopmx cobfupaercs B Tako# TbMme
HallTH AOpPOry MeXXAy CKaja, — ayman oH. — Ona
npocto ¢ yma couunal Ee jionka HaCKOYUT Ha CKaIy
M TIOTOHET».

OH npoxomxan GexxaTh B TeMHOTE, TPOMKO paa-
rosapusas cam ¢ coboii. «Teneps NOHATHO, 3a4eM eit
noHanobusace HoBas Garapeiika anAa GoHapuka M
CMIHYKH... A KePOCHH, HABEPHOE, /I €e MAJIEHbKOI
mutku! A noyemy TOABKO OHAa HaM He morya 060
BceM pacckasaTtb? Beab HaM Gblio ObI TaK MHTepec-
HO MoexaThb C Heil BMecTel»

On BbIGexxan Ha Geper u yBuaen ceet (doHa-
pukKa B ToM MecTte, rae J[XKOpPAXK Aep)kajia CBOIO
aoaky. O noGexan Ha cBeT, yBf3asm B MATKOM
BJIAXKHOM IecKe.

— xopmx! Hypoukal He B3agymait oTnipaBasTs-
CA HOYBI0 B IIOJJHOM OAMHOYecTBe! — KPHKHYJI
Hoxynanas.

J>Kopmk BHITAJIKMBAJIA CBOIO JIOAKY B BOAY. YC-
asixaB rojoc J[KyamaHa, oHa B3APOTrHyJia OT HeEO-
JKUOAHHOCTH.

— Tsl He MOXeLIb MEHA OCTAHOBHUTH! — BOCK-
JAMKHyaa oHa. — A orneisaol

Ho I>xynman yxBaTHJca 3a JIOAKY, BOHAA B BO-
Ry I10 MOosC.

— Jxopmx, caywiait, 4To A TeGe rosopro. Trl He
MOJKellIb BOT TaK yexaThb. Thl HACKOYMILL HA CKaJy.
Bepuucs!

— Her, — orpesana J[)xopax, HauMHas cep-
anThcA. — Tbl MOXellIb BEPHYTBCA K cebe mOMOIA,
Hxyaunan. Co mHO# Hudyero He cayuyutca. Ornycrn
aoakyl!

— JIKOpIMK, moueMy Thl He paccKasajla MHE O
csoeM mnaHe? — cnpocua J[KynamaH, KOTOporo Boj-
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Ha 4yTh He c6uya ¢ Hor. — Bor npokasaTLe-TO ITH
BosHbll MHe nipuaeTca ceCTh B TBOIO JIOAKY.

On 3abpanca Tyaa. EMy He 61O BHAHO JMIIO
J>xopmK, HO OH ACHO OLIYILAJ Ha cebe ee rHEeBHBIH
BaraaA. TMMMH JM3HYJ €ro rojsle HOrH.

— Tel MHe nopTHWIL BCe JeJI0, — CKasaia
JLxopK HANJIOMJIEHHBIM IOJIOCOM, O3HA4YaBIUMM,
YTO OHA PacCTpPOeHa.

— I'nynenskas, xa Huyero noxobHorol — jmacko-
Bo oro3dsanca Jxynuman. — Ilocaywaii, noiigem
ceituac co mHoit B Kuppun-korremxk, xopmx. fA
Koe-uto TebGe TBepno ofewraro. 3aBTpa MbI BCe IOe-
aeM ¢ Toboit Ha ocrpoB. ficHo TeGe? Bce, cKoaBKO
Hac ectb. Ilouemy 6bl u Her, B camom nene? Tsos
Mama roBOpPHJIa, YTO MBI MOXKeM NPOOLITHL TaM Hexe-
a0, — Beab rosopmina? Mel okaxkemca HegocArae-
MBIMM JUIA 3TMX YyKacHeIX Crekos. Mbl monyumm
Maccy YAOBOJBCTBMA M NMPEKPACHO NMpOBEJeM BpeMHA.
Hy kak, Temepr THI mnoiaelub CO MHOIM JOMOIA,
Jlxxopmx? A 3aBTpa TpOHeMCA B IyTh BCe BMecTel



T'JIABA TEBATAA
Houb, NoAHast BOAHEHHN

KpyroM napuna THIIMHA, CANIIHO OBLIO TOJb-
KO, KaK BOJHBI IurewyTca o Gopra aoaku. U sapyr
M3 TBMBI pa3faicA JUKyowmi ronoc Mxopmax:

— O, MDxynuan, Th 310 Bcepned? Bur B camom
nesie noegere co MHo? S Gossach, YTO Y MEHSA M3-
3a 3TOro MOryr OhLITh HEMPUATHOCTH — BeAb namna
cKasaj, 4YTO 4O ero BO3BPALLEHHMA A JOJYKHA OCTAa-
BaThci B KHDpDMH-KOTTeAKe, & THl BeAb 3HAELlb,
KaK OH He JIO0MT, KOraa ero He caywatorca. Ho a
3HaJa, 4YTO, €CJIM A OCTAHYCh, Bbl TOXKe OCTAHETECh,
a MHe He XOTeJoCh, 4To0hl BaM 6bLIO NJIOXO M3-3a
arux KowmMapHeix CTeKoB, — BOT A M HaayMmania
yexaTs. 1 He npeamnonarasa, YTO Bhl TOXKE 3aXOTHUTE
noexaTtb — BeAb rpo3AaT HenpuatHoctul MHe naxxe B
IoJIOBY He IPHIIJO IIPHUIJACHTh Bac I0eXaTh CO
MHOIA.

— A TbI MHOI1 pa3 GbIBaelIbL COBCEM Iy IIeHbKOM,
Ixopmok! — ckasan xkyauan. — Kak Gyaro Hac
MOrYyT HCIYyraTb KAKHE-TO TAM HeNPUATHOCTH:
ri1aBHOe BeAb GbITH BCceM BMecTe, CTOATb IAPYr 3a
APy Ky. KoHeuHo ke, MbI noeaem ¢ ToGoi, a BCIO
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a nober A npuMy Ha cefa K cKa-
Ky TBOEMY OTLly, YTO 3TO — MOA MHHMUMATHUBA.

— JMaxxe u He aymaif, — TYT »Ke BoO3pa3uJa
Joxopmk. — 5 ckaxy, yro ato 6bla MOA ujued.
Korpa s menao uro-Hubyabp He Tak, A He 6oOxOCh B
3TOM NpHU3HaTLCA. Thl 3TO MpPEeKpacHO 3HAELb.

— Hy nagHo, He craHem ceiiuac o6 aToMm crio-
puth, — 3amerna JDKyauan. — Mel ycrneem
BCJIACTh HACIIODHUTBLCA 3a Ty HEAENI0 MJM JecHaTh
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AHelt, utro npoBeneM Ha ocrpoBe Kuppun. Ceituac
r1aBHOE — BEPHYThLCA AOMOI, pa3byAuUTh OCTajb-
MbIX, THXOHEYKO IeperoBopuTh 060 BCEM, YTO Kaca-
erca TBoero IuaHa. S HAXO0Xy, YTO 3TO O4YEHb,
OuYeHb XOpPOLUAA MBICJB!

Ixopaxk GeLna BHe ceGA OT pagocTH.

— MHe xouercsa 06HATH TeGa Ha paanoctax, Jxy-
AuaH, — BOCKJMKHYyJa OoHa. — Ize Becaa? A, BoT
ounl Jloaky ycneno JOBOJBHO KaJIeKO OTHeCTH OT Ge-
pera.

CunpHBIMM B3MaxaMH BeceJl OHA MOoJorHasua JIoA-
Ky o6paTHO. J[3KyJHaH BBIIPLITHYJ H C IOMOLLLIO
Jlxopmx BTAHYA noaky Ha Geper. OH ocsetun ¢o-
MApPHKOM BHYTDEHHOCTBb JOAKHM M I'DOMKO BOCKJIMK-
nyas:

— A y 1e6A TYyT HEIUIOXOM CKJajg BCAKOM BCAYM-
ubl — xse6, BeTYHHA, Macao M ewe Koii-uero. Ka-
Kum obpasom Tebe yaanock pasnobeITh BCe 3TO TaK,
wro6n1 Mucrep Crex T1eba He samerua? Tel, HaBep-
noe, npobpanaces B KJaZOBKy M 3abpaja Bce 3TO OT-
ryna?

— Hy na, — otsernaa L:xopmx. — Ho 3Haelus,
B KYXHe CerofgHs BeyepoM HMKOro He Gouro. Moxker
OwiTe, Mucrep CTek mepeluen cnaTh HaBepx, a MO-
XeT, OH BepHyJicA Ha cBoi KopaGun? Bo Bcaxkom
caydyae, KOraa S THXOHBKO Tyja npo6pajiach, B KyX-
e He GbIJI0O HUKOrO — jaxke BoHIOYKH.

— Iloxkanyit, aydiue OCTABHTh 3TH MNPOAYKTHI
saecb, — ckasaua JkyauaH. — 3aCyHb HX BOH B TOT
wkabyuK 1 3anpu ero Ha 3aMoK. HuKomy B rosioBy
lle IpUJeT, YTO TaM uto-HUGYAbL ecTh. Ecau MbI co-
fupaeMcA MOXKHUTHL HAa OCTPOBE, HAM TMPHUAETCA B3ATH
¢ coboit ropa3no Goablle eabl U Pa3HBIX ADYTrHX Be-
teir. Bor Gyaer Beceno-Ttol

PagocTHO BO036y)KaeHHbIEe, AETH HAaIlpPaBUJIUCH
Romoit. Mokpsle moasl xanara JKyanaHa creraau
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€ro Mo HOraM, OH IOAJAEPHYJ MX MOBbILUE, YTOOLI He
mewranu. THMOTH pDafOCTHO MPHLIrajl BOKPYT: HOY-
Hele COOBITHA, KAa3aJ0Ch, HHYYTh €ro He YAUBHJIH.

Bepuysuimuce aoMoit, oHM pa3byaHUIH OCTAIBHBIX
pe6GAT, KOTOphle € YAMBJIEHHEM BBICAYLIAIH, YTO
NPOM3OLILIO, NMOKA OHM CIIaiu. AHH NpHILIA B Ta-
Koe B0o36ykJeHHe IIPM MBICAH, YTO BCEM HM MNpeA-
CTOHT IIOXKHUTHh HA OCTPOBE, YTO He MOrJa yAepKaTh-
Csl OT BOCTOPXEHHOI0 BOILIA:

— O! Hu o uem JsyuizeM 1 MeutaTth Heabdal O
B CAMOM JieJie AyMalo, 4TO...

— 3amonuu! — rpoOMKO NMpPOLUENTAIN TPHU THEB-
HbIX ronoca. — Tsl pa3byauius Crexos!
— IIpoctutel — npowenrana AuH. — Ho aro

TAK Y>KaCHO, TaK KYTKO HHTepecHO!

PebGarTa Havanu oGCcyxaaTh IJIaH.

— Ecau Mb1 yeakaeM Ha HeZeNl0 MJIH Ha LIEJBIX
REeCATH AHeil, HaM HY>XHO MMeThb O4eHb BoJibliIne 3a-
nacel, — ckasan J>kyauan. — Becs Borpoc B TOM,
HaiigeM JH MBI JOCTATOYHO eAbl, YTOOhl XBATHUJIO HA
Takoi Goasuioil cpok. Jlaxke eciiM MBI IOJHOCTBIO
ONyCTOLIMM KJIAAOBYIO, COMHEBAaloCh, YTO TaM XBa-
TUT eAbl Ha Heaealo, a To U Goabiue. MbI, Kak BHJA-
HO, AOBOJILHO ITPOXKOPJIMBBIA HAPOA.

— JHxynanan! — BockauKHyJsa JKopmk, BHe-
3aMHO BCIIOMHHUBIIASA O YeM-T0. — §I 3aHalo0, 4TO Ham
aenatsl ¥ mMaMBI eCTh B KOMHaTe CTeHHOIl mikad,
rie OHa XpaHHUT BCAYECKHE KOHCEPBbI — HX TaM Je-
cATKH 6aHOK. OHA MX AEPXKHUT HA TOT CAydail, eciu
HaC 3MMOM 3aHeCeT CHENrOM M MbI He CMOXKEM J0O-
6paThca 10 AepeBHH. U s 3Halo, rae MamMa XpaMuT
ka4 or 3roro mkada. Ilouemy 6ol Ham He oOT-
KDPBITh IIKA( M He B3ATH KOE-4TO U3 KOHCepBOB?

— IIpaBunsuol — B BocTOpre oroadsaicsa I xyau-
aH. — §I aHalo, uTO Tera PaHHMU HA HAC He paccep-
AUTCA. A KpoMe TOro, Mbl MOXKEM COCTABUTS CIIMCOK
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BCEro, YTO MBI B3AJHM, M BO3MECTHMTb 3TO, €CJIM OHA
OyaeT HeAOBOJbHA. Y MEHA CKOPO JeHb POXJAEeHHuA,
U A yBepeH, YTO MO 3TOMY CJAydYal0 MHe IPHUILIIOT
JAEeHBbIH.

— Tne xaou? — wenorom cnpocua JIuk.

— Tlomnn B MAMHHY KOMHATY, M A TIOKaXY
paM, r'ae OHa ero Aep)KHT, — ckasana JDxopmx. —
Tonsko 6K OHA He B3aJa ero ¢ coboif.

Ho mama J>KOp/uK CAMIIKOM ILIOXO ce0s 4yBCT-
BOBAJIA, KOTAA yel)Kana M3 A0MAa, YTo0bl AYyMAaThb O
xkaouyax or mkada. Ixopax nowapuna B raybune
BLIABMIKHOIO AILUMKA TYaJleTHOIO CTOJMKA H M3-
BJEeKJa OTTYAA AB& MJHM TPH KJIO4Ya, CBA3AHHBIX
BMeCTe TOHEHBKOIl GeueBkoit. OHa BCTaBuia B 3a-
MOK CTE€HHOro mkada cHadaja OgQMH KJIO4Y, IOTOM
sTopoii. BTopoit KJIOu mnogouliesa, ABepua OTKPLI-
Nack.

J>xkyauan Hanpasua B ray6p mkada Jy4 CBOEro
¢onapuka. ITosku 6LIIM AKKYPATHO YCTaBJEHBI
BCEBO3MOXXHBIMM KOHCEPBAMH.

— Bor 310 mal — BOCKJIHKHYJ, IIPOCHAB,
Jiuk. — Cyn, 6aHkn Msaca, GPyKTOB, KOHCEPBHUPO-
BaHHOE MOJIOKO, CapAMHBI, KOHCEPBMPOBAHHOE MaC-
J0, neyeHbe, oBoium! 3aech eCcThb BCe, YTO TOJBLKO
MOXKHO TOXKeaaTs!

— Ha, — ckaszan [[)KyamaH, TOXe O4YeHb JO-
WONbHBIA. — JTO 3amevarenbHo. Mbl 3abepem Bce,
uT0 cMOXKeM yHectd. JDKOpAK, Thl He 3Haelub, He
naitgeTca aM 3gech rae-HUOYAb MeLLOK, a elue Jyd-
e — asa?

OuyeHp CKOPO KOHCepBHI GBLLIM YJIOMKEHbl B ABA
mewka. JIseps mikada 3aKpbUIM M CHOBA 3arepJiu.
Jletn onaTe Npokpanuch K ceGe B KOMHATHI.

— Tak, camaa kpynHaa npobiema — NPOAO-
soNbCTBME — pewreHa, — cKasdaa J[xkyanan. — Mbi
(OBepILIHM TAaKXKe HaJIeT M Ha KJaAOoBKy M 3abepem
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Bech xJie0 M BCe JIeNelIKH, KOTOpPhleé TaM €eCThb. A
Kax Hacyer Boall, I[xopmx? Ha ocTpose ects Boga?

— § aymalo, KaKkoe-TO KOJHMYECTBO e€lle OCTa-
JIOCh B TOM CTapOM KOJIOALIE, — MOAYMAasB, OTBETHJIA
Jxopmxk. — Ho Tak Kak y Hac HeT BeApa HJIH 4Yero-
HUGYABL B 3TOM poZie, Mbl HE CMOYKEM ee JOCTATh O7-
tyna. I saxBarnna gasa cefa GoabIUOH KOHTeiiHep
co CBe)eil BOAOIt, HO Teneps, KOraa M BbI eAeTe CO
MHOI1, HaM HAJ0 3aroTOBMTH ellle ABA UJIHU TPHU KOH-
Teiinepa. I 3Halo, rae MX MOXHO HaiiTu. OHM co-
BEpPILIEHHO HOBBIE U YUCTHIE.

JleT HaAMOMHMIM BOAON HECKOJBKO KOHTeiiHe-
POB M IOCTABWIH MX PAAOM C MEILUKAMH, KOTOpBbIE
NpeACTOAJIO NepenpaBuThy Ha JOAKY. Kak nmHTepecHO
OBLIO CpeAM HOYM 3aHMMATHCA BCEMM 3THMMM Belua-
mul AHH enBa caep»XHBasach, 4YToObl He 3arOBOPHUTH
rpoMKO, U GbLIO mpocTo 4Wyao, uto TuMoTH He na-
AN — Beab eMy lNepeaaBasoch BO30yKAeHHe OKpY-
sxarougux!

B kaanoBoif Hamacs MetaJsuyecKada Kopol-
Ka C TOJBKO YTO MCIIEYEHHHIMH KODXHKaMH, ee
cogep:kumoe ObLIO TYT ke AoGaBJIEeHO K rpyne
npoAyKTOB, ofpasosaBiueiica B cany. Haiuencs
Takxke 60abUION KYcOK pa3py6GiaeHHOI roBsaxbeit
Tywn. J[)KOopax 3aBepHyJa ee B MaTepHiO M TO-
e NMpPHCOeAHMHHJA K rpyAe, rpo3HO npeaymnpe-
AuB Tummu, 4yTO, €CAM OH MONBLITAETCA XOTA GBI
MOHIOXaTh €e, ero OCTaBAT AOMaA.

— ¥ MeHA eCTh MaJIeHbKaA IUINTKA — Ha Hell
MOKHO BCKHMIIATUTbL BOAY HJM DPa3orperb 4YTO-HU-
6yas, — ckasana werrorom Jpxopak. — OHa B Joa-
Ke. JIJIA TOro-To A ¥ KyInuJja KepocHH. A Bbl He J0-
raganucs, Her? Ewe A Kynuaa cnH4YKH, 4yTOGhbI ee
pasxkurare. Jla, a Kak Hacuer cBeueii? Mb1 He mo-
JKEM BCe BpeMs MOJb30BaThCA (POHADHMKAMM — 3TaK
GaTapeifKu CKOpO CAAYT.
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B xyxonHoM mKady OHM HALLIKH LeNyli0 IPyRy
cseyelt, YyalflHUK, CKOBOPOAKY, KAKHE-TO CTapble HO-
MY, BIWIKHK M JIOXKKM H MHOXXECTBO APYTMX Belueit,
KOTOpBIE, MO0 KX MHEHHUIO, MOI'TH MM NMOHAAOOUTHCA.
Kpome Toro, uM nonanuce Ha riaasa majieHbKue Oy-
TLIIOYKM MMOHMPHOro nuBa, Koropoe CrexkH, no-Bu-
AMMOMY, 3aroTOBHJH AJA cels.

— Bce 310 KYyIJIeHO Ha AEHLI'M MaMbll — 3aABH-
na Dxopaxx. — Hy uTo kK, 3axBaTMM H nuUBO. B
WApKUit AeHb NPUATHO GyZeT NOIHUTh.

— A rxe mul 6yaeM criath HOYBI0? — cripocun
JUxynuan. — B Toif paspyiieHHON! 4acTH cTaporo
naMKa, TAe OCTajIach BCEro OQHA KOMHATA C yleJeB-
IMMH CTeHAMH M Kpbliueii?

— Ha, a cobupanacs criaTe TaM, — IOATBEpANIIA
JUxopak. — S xorena NMPUrOTOBHTBL YTO-TO BpoAe
MaTpaca U3 BepecKa, KOTODhIfl pacTeT Ha OCTpOBe, M
NOKPBLITH €ro CBepXy napodt KOBPHMKOB, KOTOpbIe
WMCIOTCA Y MEHA B JIOAKE.

— Mur 3axBatuM ¢ cofoil Bce KOBPpHMKHM, KaKue
TOJALKO cyMeeM HailitH, — 3aasua kyaunaH., — A
eiule BO3sMeM C cofoit AUBAHHBIE TMOAYIIKH — OHH
HAM TIOCJTY’KaT BMeCTO OOLIYHBIX. J[0 yero Bce HHTE-
pecto! IIpasga? A npocro He NMOMHIO, KOrAa MCIBI-
TAIBAT TAKOe BOJIHEHHe. Y MeHs TaKoe OLUYyILeHHe,
"IOBHO A Y3HMK, Oerymuit Ha Bosiol Bor Crexkn
yansatca, oOHapyKHuB, YTO Hac Herl

— Jla, — ROBOJBHO C€PBE3HBIM TOHOM OTKJIMK-
nynach Dxopax. — Ham Hazno pemiuts, 410 MBI UM
exaxeM. Mul xxe He XOTHM, YTOGLI OHH IOCJIANH KO-
10-uubyab HA OCTPOB MCKAaTh Hac. I Aymalo, OHU He
AOVKHBI 3HATh, YTO MBI Gexxanu Tyaa.

— OJ10o MBI of6CyAMM mO3aHee, — BMeILAJICA
Jink. — Ceityac raasHoe — 3TO MepeNnpaBUTh Hallle
HMMYLLIECTBO HA JIOAKY, MOKAa eie TeMHO. CKOpo Hay-
NOT CBETaTh.
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— Kax xe HaM JOCTaBHUTBL BCE 3TO HA JOAKY
Jxopak? — cnpocuna AHH, pasrjasabiBas MNpPU CBe-
Te cBoero oHApPHKA OrPOMHYIO IDYAY BCEBO3MOXK-
HBIX Belleif. — Y Hac MPOCTO CHJ He XBATHUT BCE 3TO
nepeTaluTh.

Ha, rpysa npoM3BOAHJIA BHYLUIMTEJIbHOE BIIEYaT-
nenune. Kax o6uiuHO, perueHue Hamen JHxyauax.

— Her au B capae Kakux-Hubyab tauyexk? —
cnpocun oH J[xopax. — Ecam 66l MBI mOrpysuid
BCE BEIUM Ha MapOYKy TayeK, Mkl JIETKO AOCTABMJIH
6u1 Bce Ha Geper 3a oguH pa3. Mu1 morau Gbl KATHTH
TA4YKH 110 NecyaHoit 0GoYMHe JOpPoru, YToOkI HE MPO-
HM3BOAMTH LUyMAa. .

— O, Kakaa 3ameuaTesbHas ujaesa! — B BocTopre
BOoCKJHKHYyJa J[xopmk. — Kak aro MHe B roJiopy
He npuuwiol Koraa s neperacknsana cBoM coGCTBEH-
Hble MOMHUTKH, MHEe IPHILIOCh YYyTh HE MNATH Da3
npoaesaTth NyTh TyAa M obpatrHo. B capae ecTh aABe
Taykd. Mp1 ux Bo3bMeM. Y OAHOIA, npaBaa, KOJeco
CKpUNHUT, HO GyAeM HafeAThCA, HUKTO He YCJBILINT.

Boxiouka, Je)xaswias B yIrJly KOMHAaTbl MMCCHC
Crek, ycanixana ckpun. OHa HABOCTpHJIA YIUM M
THXOHBLKO 3apbiuyana. JlaaTh OHa He peluajach M3
onaceHus pazbyants Tumorn. Muccuc Crek He cabl-
wana ee peiyaHusa. OHA KPenko crnaja M gake He
LLIeJIOXHYJIaCh, ABHO He Mogo3pesas O TOM, YTO TBO-
PMTCA BHH3Y.

Bce Beuiu Gb11M nmorpy’keHsl B JOAKY. Jlersm He
xoreJsiock Gpocars cBoe HMMyulecTBo 6e3 oxpaHbl. B
KOHILIe KOHLIOB GbLIO PELIeHO, YTO CTOPOXKHUTBb OCTa-
HercAa MK, KOTOPHIH ycTpOoMT cefe nocTenb HAa KOB-
pukax. OHH elle ¢ MUHYTY NOCTOAJIM, HANPAXKEHHO
pasayMeiBaf, npexje dyeM yitu aomoit 6e3 Iuka.

— Hapgelocs, MBI He 3a6bLIH HUYEro U3 TOro, YTo
MOXKET HaM NoHazobuThcA, — cKasana, 03abo4yeHHO
xmypa 106, Ixopax. — AX Thl, HYy KOHEYHO xel
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Mg 3a6bLIM IIPO KOHCEPBHBIN HOXK M OTKPBIBAJIKY
AnAa nUBHBIX OyThUIOK. OHM 3aKYTIOPEHB! OJIOBAH-
HEIMM KDBILLIEYKAMM, KOTOpble HAAO CHMMATbL OT-

KPBIBAJIKOI. '
— Korna mbl BepHeMCA AOMO#, Mbl MX OTHILLIEM
M MOJOXKHMM B KapmaH, — ckasan J[kynamaH. —

IIpunomMuHalo, YTO A BAAEA TAKME ILITYKH B ALIMKE
Gydera. o cenaaruga, [Ink. Mul ciyerumea Ha Ge-
per oyeHb paHO, 94TOGBI MOCKOpee OTYaINTb. Ham
Hazo KynuThb xJeb y OyJIOUHHMKA, KaK TOJBKO OH OT-
KPOeT CBOIO JaBKy, — Yy Hac xJjiefa nouTH COBCEM
ner. Kpome Toro, Hano y3HaTs y MACHHMKA, He Haii-
JleTCA JHU oYeHb Gosnpuaa Kocth aiua Tummu. ¥
JKOpIK B JOAKE eCTh MJIA Hero TaKiKe MELIOK COo-
6aubux GMCKBHUTOB.

Tpoe pebar B conposoxaeHnn TuMMHU IBHUHY-
JUCL K JoMy, octaBuB JIuka, KOTophlii yao6HO ycT-
pouJICs, TIOACTENHB MoA ceGA HEeCKOJIbKO KOBPMKOB.
B ckopoM BpeMeHHM MaJIbYHK 3aCHYJ, ofpaTuB JMLIO
K 3Be3faM, KOTOpble BOT-BOT JOJKHBI GbLIH Mcue3-
NyThH ¢ HeGecHOro csoza.

OcranbHble 3aHANKUCH OOCY)KAeHHMEM, 4YTO CKa-
oatb CrekaMm.

— A aymalo, Mel BoOOILIE HMYEro MM He CKa-
WeM, — 3aABMJ B KOHLE KOHUOB Jlxxyanan. — MHe
0 CJAMILIKOM XO4YeTcA TrOBOPMTh MM 3aBEAOMYIO
AOXb, a npasay A TeM Gosee He coGupaioch MM CO0b-
iate. A aHalo, yTo MEI caenaeM. EcTb moesa, KoTo-
puiil OTXOAUT OT 3AelUHeil CTAHUMH OKOJO BOCBMM
yrpa. 9T0 — TOT caMblif Moe3J, KOTOpbIil ObLa GbI
MM HYXKeH, ecau Obl MBI peLMJIM yexaTh AOMOIk.
Mur HaiiieM »KeJle3HOAOPOXKHOe pacnucaHue, OCTa-
WIM ero pacKPpbITHIM Ha O0eJeHHOM CTOJIe — KakK ec-
an 661 MBI MCKAMM MOAXOAALIMI IOE3x, & IOTOM
AnHeMcA NpAMO Yeped 6Gos0TO, HAYMHAIOLLIEECHA TO0-
NI foMa, — Kak OyATO MBI HAEM Ha CTAHIMIO.
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— IIpasuasno, Torga Crexm peluar, 4YTO MbI
y6exxanu M pelluMJM yCIeTh Ha Moe3f, KOTOPhIi Jo-
CTAaBUT Hac AOMOM, — cKasana AHH. — OHHM HHM 3a
4TO He ZOragaloTCA, YTO MBI 6eXKalIu Ha OCTPOB.

Hoxopax ObLia ZOBOJBHA.

— Xopowan ugesa, — cxkasana oHa. — Ho kak
MBI Y3HaeM, He BePHYJIHMCh JIM I1ana ¢ Mamon?

— He 3nakoMma s Tl ¢ KeM-Hu0yab, Yepe3 Koro
MOXKHO 6Gniyio 6Bl mepenaTh HECKOJBKO CJIOB, — C
KeM-T0, KOMY Thl IIO-HACTOALLUEMYy AoBepAelus? —
cnpocua Ixynauas.

J>XKopmx crana HanpAXKeHHO AyMAaTh.

— Tyt ecTh OOAMH MaJBYMK-pbI6aK, €ro 30BYyT
And, — cxkasana oHa HakoHell. — OH OOBIYHO NpH-
cmarpuBan 3a TumoMm, Koraa MHe He paapeluanu
JAepaKaThb ero B Aome. S yBepeHa, 4TO OH HAC He BbI-
Jacr.

— 3HaYHuT, Hpexae 4YeM yexaTh, 3aCKOYHUM
K Andy, — cxkasan Ixyaunau. — Hy, a teneps
RaBaiiTe MOMILEM 3TO cCaMOe pacnHUcaHuMe M OC-
TABHM €ero Ha CToJie, DACKDBITBIM Ha HYXHOM
cTpaHHLe.

OHHM OTHICKAJIM pacCIUCAHHE, HAIWIM HYXKHYIO
CTPaHMLY M NMOAYEPKHYJHM KapPaHAAIIIOM COOTBETCT-
BYIOLUUN Moe3q — OHU Hageanuch, Creku peluar,
YTO HA JTOT-TO MMOe3x OHM M nocrewruan. OHU Tak-
JKe HAIIIM KOHCEPBHBLIM HOXX M OTKPBIBAIKY JJIA
6YTBLIJIOK M paccoBaIH HX o KapmaHaM. JKyanaHy
nonajoch, KpoMe TOro, elle ABe HJH TPH KOPOOKH
CIIMYeK — BeAb ABYX KOpPoGOK xBaTuyo Obl HeHa-
JOATO.

K aTomy BpeMeHH yxKe paccBesio, M DaHHee JieT-
Hee COJIHLIE HA4aJI0 3aJIMBATh CBOMM CBETOM JOM.

— HHurepecHo, oTkpeLiack au Gyso4HaA, — Mpo-
un3nec Beayx Jxyanan. — Moxkno 6bL10 661 MOMTH
nocmoTpeTh. Bean yaxe 1ecTs 4acos.
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Ouu nouutu K 6ysouHuky. Ero sasouka eue He
OTKpBUIACH, HO cBeXKHU xJef Oula yxe ucnedeH. By-
JIOYHHK HAXOAWJICA HA YJHIE, IPeACh HA COJHBIII-
Ke. OH ucnek xse6 HOYBIO, YTOOH YTPOM IIPOAABATH
ero CBeXXuM. YBuzeB pebAT, OH 3ayabibaics.

— YT0-TO BHI CEerogHA paHol — CKasax OH., —
XoTHTe KYNUTh Yy MeHA HEeCKONbKO OyxaHOK?
Cxonbko xe? Illects?! Boxxe MunocTuBsIfl, 1na ye-
0 Xe TaK MHOro?

— Yro6m ects! — ¢ yamifkoit orBeTHnIa
xopmxk. HKyauaH 3amiaTii 3a 1IeCTh OrPOMHBIX
6yXaHOK, H OHM HANpPaBWIHCh K MACHUKY. MAcHaa
JIaBKA TOXe ere He 6bL1a OTKPBITA, HO CAM MACHHMK
MOAMETAT JOPOXKKY BO3JIe A0Ma.

— ByasTe 106ps1, HEAB3A I HAM KYIHUTh OYEHb
Goaburyio Kocteh ana Tummn? — crnpocuia
Hxopmk. Eit nanu rpomagHylo KOCTh, Ha KOTOPYIO
TumMmu nocmorpen ¢ BoxkaenenueM. OH 3Ham, 4YTO
TaKoi KOCTH eMy XBATHUT HALO0Aro!

— A Teneps, — ckasan J[)kyauaH, KOrga OHHU
ABHHYJHUCH II0 HANpaBjeHHIO K Gepery, — MsI IIO-
rpy3uM BCe 3TO B JIOAKY, ITOTOM BepHeMCA AOMOMH M
HEeMHOro nomymuM, 4tobel CTeKu 3Hasm, 4YTO MBI
aoMma. A sateM aBuHeMcs 4yepe3 6os0TO, U, HAZEKOCH,
CTeKu peliar, YTO MhI TOPOMIMMCHA HA TMOE3A.

Onu pa3byaunu Jluka, KOTODEIit BCe elle KPernko
cnan B JIOAKE, W TIOTPY3WIH TyAa xjed U MACHYIO
KOCTb.

— OTBeau JMOAKY B COCEAHIO BYXTOUKY, — CKO-
manzposana Jxopax. — Cymeewrs? Toraa Hac Hu-
KTO c Gepera He yBuaur. Bce prifaku ceifuac B Mope,
JoBAT peify. Hac He 3aMeTAT, ¥ MBI IPDUMEPHO 4Ye-
pe3 uac otyanumM. K atoMy BpeMeHH Mbl BepHeMCH.

Onu BepHYJAMCHL AOMOI M HAYaIH ILUYMETb, YTO-
O6bl co3paTk BrneyaTJeHue, OyATO OHM TOJBLKO ellle
Bcraor. xopaxk moapsniBana ceuctom Tummu, a
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Ilxynnan pacnesan BO Bech rosioc. Ilotom, rpomko
xJionasi [BepAMH, OHM MPOLIUIM IO CAJ0BOM JOPOXK-
Ke M fajee ABMHYJAUCh Yeped 6osoro. M3 OKOH KyXx-
HU ux GbIJIO NPEeKPaCHO BUAHO.

— Hapnerocs, CTekH He 3aMeTAT, YTO C HAMHM HeT
ITuxka, — ckasan J»xynuaH, yBuaeB B OKHe Jarapa,
NPUCTAJBHO chaeaAaulero 3a HuMHu. — OHU, HaBep-
HOe, pelIaT, YTO OH MPOCTO YLIEeJ BIepea.

OHM LUK 1O NPOTONTAHHOM TPONMMHKE, MOKA He
JOCTMIJIXM BOAAUHLI, rae u3 KuppuH-KoTTeMmKa YIKe
HHUKTO He MOr MX ysuaerb. Torza OHM MOLLIM IO
ApyToii TPOMHHKe, OHA HE3aMeTHO NpHBeJa UX K
GyxTouke, B Kotopyio Jluk sarsan aoaky. OH GbLia
Ha MeCTe M C HeTepIleHHeM MJAaJ UX.

— Oit, ailil — B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM r0JIOCOM BOC-
KAuKkHya Jxynuan. — IIpukiaioyeHHe BOT-BOT
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TJIABA TECATASA
CHoBa octpos KuppuH!

Ouu Bce 3aGpanuck B JOAKY. THMOTH oQuyTHJCA
TaM OAHMM NPBDKKOM H cpa3dy e nobexan B HOCO-
BYIO 4acTh CYAEHBIIIKA, Ha cBoe 00bIyHOe MecTo. OT
BOJIHEHHMs OH CBeCHJ fA3bIK. EMy 6bLLIO cOBEpILUEHHO
fAICHO, YTO HAYMHAETCA YTO-TO HEeOOLIYHOEe M YTO caM
OH MpPUHHMMAaeT B 3TOM yuacTve. HeyauBuTenabHO,
YTO OH LUYMHO ABILUAJI M M30 BCEH CHJIBLI MaxaJll XBO-
CTOM.

— IToexanu! — ckasan xynuaH, GepAace 3a
Becsa. — AHH, NepeABMHLCA-KA HEMHOIO B 3Ty CTO-
POHy, a TO rpy3 Ha APYroM KOHLe CHJLHO nepese-
wuBaer. J[MK, caaps pAagoM ¢ AHH — TaK YCTAHO-
BHTCA paBHOBecue. Bor tak, xopowo. IToexanu!

M oun oryannau or Gepera B JOAKE, IOKAYHBAB-
ueiics Ha BOJMHAX BBepX M BHH3. Mope Gbino nmo-
BOJILHO CIIOKOIHOE, HO BOJIOCHI MM TpenaJl CHJAbHBII
6pun3. Boxa nneckanace o Gopra JIOAKH C TIPUAT-
HBIM, ApPYXeJoGHBIM PpoKoTOM. Bee peGaTa 4yBCTBO-
Banu ceba cuactanBeiMu. OHm GbLIM IpexocTasJie-
HblI caMuM cebe. M yaanock yCKOJIB3HYTB OT yIKac-
HbeIX CrekoB. 1 MM npeacToano modXXKuThL Ha OCTPOBe
KuppyuH B OKpY>XeHHH KPOJHMKOB, 4YaeK M BODOH.

— Kaxk npuaTHO naxHer 3TOT CBexuit xge6 —
npasaa, pebata?l — BocKAMKHYJ J[uK, Kak Bceraa
yCHneBLIMH CHJBLHO mporosioaaTsca. — Kak mo-Ba-
1IEMY, MOKHO OTILUHIIHYTh CAMYIO MaJIOCTh?

— JlaBaiiTe Bce OTJIOMHMM IO KYCOYKY, — CKa3sa-
aa Jxopmx. et OTIMMOHYJHM MO KYCOYKY elle
TENJIOil KOPHMYHEBOIl KOPOYKH, Iepefald KYyCOYyeK
JxynuaHy, pyKu KOoToporo OblaM 3aHATHI BECJIaMH,
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M C YAOBOJIBCTBHEM IOJAKOMHJINCh HEOOBIKHOBEHHO
BKYCHBIM CB&XHM XxJjebom. TuMMHM TOoXke nepenaj
KyCcO4YeK, HO ero IopLMA ucye3ja B TOT CAMBII Mo-
MEHT, KaK Nomnaja eMy B pPOT.

— Cwmemnoit Tummu, npasol — 3amernia
Ann. — OH HHKOrZa He CBeJaeT TO, YTO 2MYy AAIOT,
TaK, KaK 3TO JeJaeM MBI, — TAKOoe BreyYarTJeHue,

4YTO OH BCe BHIIIMBAET, NpocTo GepeT B POT M mporJa-
THIBaeT, KaK Boxy!

Pebara sacmesnuce.

— Her, xoctm OH He mnber, — BO3pa3uja
Jxopmx. — VIX OH eCT MO-HACTOALUEMY — JKYeT M
)Kyer yacamu. Bepuo Beab, Tummu?

— T'aBl — noareepaua Tummu. OH nmoraaasIBan
Ha TO MeCTO, rie HaxoAWJach rPOMagHas KOCTb, —
€My OYeHb XOTeJIOCh 3aroJy4YHTh ee TyT xe. Ho ae-
TH He NmoAnycKaau ero K Heit. OHM GoAnMCH, 4TO
KOCTbh MOXKET BBIBAJIMTHCA 3a GopT, a 3aTo Ob1a0 GBI
OYeHb AOCALHO.

— Bpaa an Kro-uubyar 3ameTns, Kak MBI OT-
nasiBaniu, — ckasan xyauan. — KoneuHo, ecan
He cuutath peibaka Anada. Ter 3naewus, IIuk, emy
MBI CKa3ajaM, 4YTO OTIIPABJAEeMCA Ha OCTPOB, HO
Gosib11é HUKOMY He MOBOPHJIH.

Hanpasaasace k GyxTouke, oHM 3aman Kk Andy
nomoit. Ero mare Kyaa-1o ymna, a orew 6bL1 B MO-
pe — poibaumia. OHM MOAENMINCH C HUM CBOeM Taii-
Hoit. And KMBHYJ B3JIOXMa4deHHOI roioBoit U TBep-
o moolelas HUKOMY He roBoputh. OH ABHO Gbla
O4YeHb I'OPA TeM, UTO eMy OKAa3aJld AoBepHe.

— Ecan Mou nana ¢ MaMoii BEpHYTCHA, ThI AOJMKEH
AaTh HaM 3HaTh, — CKasana J[xopmxk. — Ilocrapaii-
cA MOAMJIBITh K OCTPOBY KaK MOXXHO Gimike. Twr Mo-
JKelllb MOAIJIBITE K HeMy GiniKe, 4eM KTo-au6o.

— § oBGasarenbHO 3TO caenaio, — mooberuan
And. Kak 6u1 emy xoresoch 6b1Th ¢ HUMM!
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— Tax uro Buauius, Jluk, — ckasan xyaunas,
rpe6a B HanpasJIeHNH OCTPOBa, — eCJIM TeTA PaHHN
CAy4alftHO BePHeTCA paHblle, YeM Mbl OXKHA4EeM, MBI
cpa3y ke o6 aTom y3HaeM M BepHemca. Ilo-moemy,
MBI BCe O4YeHb XOPOLLO PACCYMTAJIH.

— Jla, MHe TOXKe TaKk KaXeTcd, — COrJacuJcA
Huk. OH noBepHyJCA JULOM K npubiamxaloumemycs
octpoBy. — Ckxopo Mm ywke Gyaem Tam. Moxer,
J>KopmK BO3bLMET Becjia M NMPOBEAET JOAKY Aasblue?

— Ia, — ckasana J[xopmk, — MbI ceifuac ao-
IUIBUIM A0 TPYAHOIO y4acTKa, rae Hajo JaBHPOBaTh
MeXAy noaBoAHBIMH pudamu. Dxynauan, nepepait
MHe BecJja.

OHa B3anachk 3a Becja, M OCTaJbHbIe peGATa BOC-
XHIEHHO Hallojaau, KaK yMeJao AeBOYKa ymnpas-
asana Goabiuoit Joakol, JaBUPYA MeXAY NMOABOAHEI-
mu pucdamu. B aToM nesne oHa mposaBassa 3ameya-
TEeJILHYIO CHOPOBKY, M C Hel0 JIeTH YyBCTBOBaIH cebsa
B noJIHOM Ge3onmacHOCTH.

Jloaka CKOJIB3HY/1a B MAJIEHBKYIO GYXTOUKY. OTO
6bL1a HeKas eCTeCTBEHHAA raBaHb. BoJHBI HAKaThI-
BaJINCh HA MeCYaHyl0 KPpoMKy Gepera, I'aBaHb yKpbI-
B&JIM BBICOKHE CKasbl. J[eTH pafioCTHO BHICKOYMJIH
Ha Geper, U eThIpe NMapbl yCePAHbIX PYK MHUI'OM BbI-
TAHYJHU JIOAKY Ha rnecuaHsblii Geper.

— [HaBaifTe-Ka OTTalIMM €e eLle MOBbILIE, —
OBIXTA OT HaryrH, ckasana xopmxk. — Bel Beas
3HaeTe, KAKHe CTPALLHbIE LLITOPMbI BADPYT BO3HHKA-
IOT B 3TOM 3anuBe. Mbl A0MKHBI GbITH YBEPeHLI, YTO
JIOAKA B MOJHOI GesdomacHocTH, Kak Obl Mope HU
pa3byLieBanocCh.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMsA JIOAKA, OIIPOKMHYTAaA Ha
Gok, yxe Jexana Ha necuaHom Gepery, naneKko OT
KPOMKH BoAbl. [leTu ycenncs, MbIXTA U OTAYBAaACh.

— JlaBaiiTe no3aBTpaKaeM 34eChb, — MPEIJIOHHI
Hoxyauan. — MHe 4TO-TO HeoxoTa cedyac 3aHM-
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MaTbCA pa3rpy3koii Bcex aTHx Tsxkecreil. Bosbmem
TO, YTO HAM HYXKHO Ha 3aBTPaK, H MOEAHM Ha 3TOM
TEILJIOM ITeCOYKe.

Ouu pocranu GyxaHKy xjebfa, HEMHOIO BeTYM-
HBbI, HECKOJIbKO IOMHAOPOB M GaHOYKY BapeHBA.
AHH HanUIa TapeNKH, HOXHM M BHAKH. JDKyauan
oTKynopua ase 6yThLIKH MMGHPHOIO NMHUBa.

— Crpannblil 3aBTPaK, — 3aMETHJ OH, CTaBs
6yThIIKH HA necoK. — Ho Koraa 4yeyoBeK TaK rojo-
JeH, KaK MBI ceifyac, 3TO MPOCTO POCKOLUB!

Ouu cvenu Bce, OCTABUB pa3Be 4YTO TpeTh OyxaH-
KU xseba. TUMMM AanM ero KOCTh M HECKOJBKO CO-
6aupnx 6uckBuToB. C GUCKBUTAMH OH pacNnpaBHJICA
B OAMH MHT M C YAOBOJBLCTBHEM IIPHHAJCA 3a BeJH-
KOJIEITHYIO KOCTb.

— Xopowo 66ITh TAKHM, KaK THMMH, — HHKa-
KuxX Tebe 3a60T O Tapenkax, HOXKax, BHJAKAX HJIH
yamikax, — ckasana AHH. OHa Jexxana, pacTAHYB-
IIKCh HA MecKe U YYBCTBYA, YTO ChbITA, YTO Ha3bIBa-
ercd, 1o ropao. — O, ecu MBI, dKMBA HA 3TOM OCT-
pose, Bceraa GyneM ecThb BOT TAK — 4YTO IOA PYKY
nonajercA, MHe HHMKOrAa He 3axouyeTcsa BO3BpA-
marsca gomoit. KTo 661 MOor mogymars, 4TO BeT4H-
HA, BapeHLe M MHBO TAK INPEKPaCHO COYEeTaKTCH
apyr ¢ apyrom?!

TumMmu ucneiTeiBad xaxay. Ou cuaen, csecus
A3BIK, U O4EHBb XoTel, 4yTobnl [>kopax nana emy no-
nutek. IINBO eMy He HpPaBMJIOCH.

JI>KOpmK JIeHHMBO MOrJAsAAbLIBAJIA HA HEro.

— Hy urto, TumMmMu, nuThL X04eTca? — cripocusa
oHa. — Ilpugerca Tebe HEMHOXKKO MOAOXKAATH, a
MMOTOM A MOHAY K JIOAKe M npuHecy TeGe HEeMHOro
BOAMYKH.

Ho TumMmu He mor xaate. OH Hanpasuicsa K
6an3NexalMM CKajJaM, A0 KOTOPBIX MOPCKHeE BOJI-
HBI He goxoauun. B ogqHoit U3 HUX OH Haluena yray6-
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JIeHHe, 3arlOJIHeHHUe AOXKAEBOM BOAOM, M C »KaqHO-
CTBHIO BBLIAKAT ee. YCJALIILAB, KAK OH JaKaer, pelbsa-
Ta 3aCMEsJINCH.

— Hy ne ymunua au nawr Tummn? — npobopmo-
Tana AHH. — I GBI HHKOrAA 10 3TOrO He A0AYMAaJach.

JeTH NoJHOYM He CNAIH; cefyac OHH HaeJaHCh
BCAKHX BKYCHBIX Beluei, H UM y>KacHO 3aXOTeJIOoCh
cnarb. OauH 3a APDYrMM OH MOrpy3MJIHCh B COH, Jie-
KA Ha TemnJoM mnecke. THMOTH NOrAAABIBAI HA HUX
¢ yausaeHueM. Beas ceituac ske He Houbl A aeTH Bce
Kpenko cnar. Hy uro ik, cofaka Toxke MOXKeT 3a-
CHYTb B J1060e BpemMsA cyTOK. THMOTH pacTaHyJjcA
paxoMm ¢ JIXXopmK, MOJIOKHI NOJIOBY €if Ha XKHUBOT U
3aKpBLI rjasa.

Koraa xoMnmaHMA NpOCHYJach, COJHLE CTOAJIO
yke BbicOKO. IlepBeiM mpobGyamiaca IxkyauaH, 3a-
TeM [{uk. JKapko GbLI0 y»KACHO: COJIHLIE TAK M Ma-
JUI0. 3eBas, MAJIbYMKH MOAHAIUCH U CEJIH.

— ¥x thil — BockIuKHYA JIUK, rnAxsa HA CBOM OG-
HakeHHble pyKH. — CosHue 3A0pOBO MeHA 000X TJIO.
K Beuepy Bce 310 HauHer cTpaluHo Gonets. HKynu-
aH, MBI HUKAKOIo Kpema ¢ coboit He 3axBaTuau?

— Her. O6 aToM MBI KaK-TO He MOAYMA&aIH, —
oro3sasca xxkynuan. — Ho Thl He roproit — K KOH-
uwy aHA ofropuius eiue Gosbiue. ConHIle BOH Kakoe
ropsyee, a Ha Hebe — Hu ofsaukal

OHu pasbyaunu pesoYeK. JXKOPMK CIHUXHYJA
rosioBy TuMMHU co CBOEro »XHBOTA.

— Koraa Thl Kaagelus ciofa CBOIO TAMXKEYIO MoJIo-
BY, MHe CHATCA BCAKHe KouIMapell — IoKanoBsanachk
oHa. — Ox! Jla Begb MbI B CAMOM AeJie HA OCTPOBE —
npasaa?l MHe Ha KakKyio-TO MHHYTY MOKA3aJ0Ch,
4TO A JIexKy B cBoeit nocresn B Kuppun-korremxel

— Jlo 4ero e 3TO BOCXHTHTEJIBHO — MBI 31€Ch
HAaJI0JIr0, COBCEM OAHH, Y HAC LieJIble TOHHBI BKYCHell -
e efbl, ¥ MBI MOJKEM JieJIaTh BCe, YTO HAM 3aX0-
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yercal — ¢ rayGOKHUM yAOBJIETBOPEHHEM IPOrOBOPH -
aa AHH.

— Hasepnoe, 3tTu camble CTeku paasl, YTO HAac
Gonbiue Het, — ckas’an JIuk. — IIpeiaBsasa obpa-
3MHA CMOXKET PACCHIKMBATH B IOCTHHOI M YMTATh
mofble HALLIM KHHUIH, eCJIM €My 3axodercs.

— A Boniouka mMoxer 6poguTh IO BCEMY JAOMY U
BAIATECA HA HAIUIMX KPOBATAX, He OnNacascCh, 4YTO
THMOTH NpPOrJOTHT ee 3aXWBO, — jaobaBmia
Jxopmx. — Hy u nycts nx. Temeps, Koraza MHe
YAAJIOCh OT HUX CKPHITHCA, MHe Bce 6e3pasjimyHo.

IIpuarHo O6bn0 nexaTs BOT Tak M OGeceaoBaTh
060 BceM. Ho J[»xynnaH, KOTOPHI HUKOrAa He ymen
monro cuaers Ge3 mesa, KOJIb CKOPO OH IPOCHYJICA,
yepe3d HECKOJbKO MHHYT IORHAJCHA, TMOTAHYJCA M
CKOMAaHAOBA:

— A ny, aitnal Hac »xnaer pa6ora, aexeboku! Ilo-
waul '

— Pabora? Yro Tl UMeelub B BUAY? — YAHUB-
JIeHHO cnipocuna J[kopak.

— Ham Hano pasrpy3uTs JIOAKY M rae-To IpH-
NpATaTh HAIUM MPHIACH!, YTOOBI OHH He HCIIOPTH-
JINCh, €CJIM BADYT A0XKAL noiiner, — ckasan Ixyan-
aH. — Ham HeoOxoauMO TBepaO pelINTb, r'Ae MbI
6yneM cniaTh, HApBATh BEPECKY M HAKDBHITh €r0 KOB-
pukamu. B o6uem, aen mHoro!

— Ax, naBaiiTe OTJIOXKHM HEMHOXKO, — B3MO-
Junacs AHH, KOTOpOil COBCEM He XOTeJIOCh MMOXHM-
maTteca ¢ Terioro necka. Ho ocranbHble pebsara yx-
BaTHJIM ee 3a PYKM M 3aCTABMJIM BCTATH, IIOCJE Yero
BC€ NIPUHAJINCH PA3rPy’KaTh JIOAKY.

— JlaBajiTe cXOAMM B3rJAAHYTH Ha 3aMOK, —
npegaokua Jxyaunan. — HailineM ManeHbKy0
KOMHAaTy, I'ie HaM BCEM NPEeACTOUT CaTh. JTO Belb
€IWHCTBEeHHAA ylleJieBlIasd KOMHATA, TAK YTO BbIGH-
paTh He U3 Yero.
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OHM NOZHANMMCL HA caMyio BepiumHy Gepera,
oKaimaasiero 6yXTOYKY, BCKapaOKaauch Ha CKa-
JIBl ¥ HANPABUJHKCH K DA3BAJIMHAM CTAPMHHOIO 3aM-
Ka, CTeHbl KOTOPOro BO3BBIILIAJHCH B CAMOM LIEHTpE
octpoBKa. OCTAHOBUBILMCH, OHH CTANH IPHUCTAJIBHO
B Hero BrJAAbIBATLCA.

— Kakune Kpacusele pyHHBI, — 3aMeTHJI
Huk. — Ham npocTo noBesso, 4To y Hac ecTh COOCT-
BeHHBI ocTpoB 1 3amok! ITogymaTs TONBKO, UTO BCe
aro — Haiuel

OHHu cMOTpesM Ha cTaphle CTYNeHH, BUAHeBLUHe-
CA MO Ty CTOPOHY Ooabwioit of6BasMBLUEiCA APKH.
3aMOK Koraa-to yKpalaiu JBe NpeKpacHble Oaiu-
HH, HO OJHA M3 HHUX IIOYTH COBCEM pyxHyJaa. Bro-
pas, noiypa3pyllueHHas, BhICOKO B3AbIManach B He-
Go. Boxpyr Hee cofpanach Lenaa cragd BOPOH, Kak
6bI rPOMKO NeperoBapMBABILLIHMXCA MexAay coboii.

— CumnaruuyHble nTuuel, — ckasan Juk. —
ITocmoTpu-Ka, AHH, BUAMIUL Y HUX 384 Ha IoJo-
Be cepoe nATHuIUKO? HMHTEepecHO, 3aMOJKalOT JHM
OHH Koraa-Hubyab XOTh HA MHUHYTY?

— He aymaio, — 3amernna Iixopax. — Ox, no-
CMOTDHTE Ha KPOJIMKOB — OHH cTaju eiue Gosee
DPYYHBIMH, YeM npexxael

Bo aBsope 6bLIO MHOMO KPYNHEIX KPOJHKOB, KO-
TOpble CMOKOMHO CMOTpend Ha NpPHUGIHMKABLINXCA
pebar. Kaszanocs, X ¥ B CAMOM fieJie MOXKHO IOXJIO-
naTe NO CNHHKE — TaKue OHM pyuyHble. OgHaxo,
Koraa JAeTH MNOAOLLIH coBceM OJIHM3KO, KPOJHKH
OAHH 34 APYrMM MNONATHIHCH NPOYb.

Tumor npeGeiBan B CHAbLHeiIneM BO36yXKae-
HHM, XBOCT €ro Bce BpeMA HepBHO noaparusan. Ox
y3x aTH Kpoaunku! Ilouemy emy 3anpewaior ux rmno-
rouaTts? Ilouemy JI>KOpPIXXK Tak yNnpAMMTCA, KOrjaa
zeno Kacaerca Kponukos? Ilouemy Gb1 eMy He 3a-
CTaBUTb KX HEMHOXKKO roberatb?
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Ho I>xopmx Kpenko B3sJjia €ro 3a OILUeHHHMK M
CTPOrO Ha HEero nocMorpeia.

— Bor uro, Tumorn, — ckasaira oHa, — He
B3AyMadl IOHATH Ja)Ke CAMOI0 MAJIIOCEHBKOIO Kpo-
JIMKa. 3TO — MOH KPOJIMKH, BCE O OXHOrO.

— Hammu, — TyT ke nonpasuna AuH. Eit xore-
JIOCh YyBCTBOBATHL Ce0A coBJAfenuLeil U OCTpoBa, M
3aMKa, ¥ KPOJIMKOB.

— Hammu! — ckasana Ixopax. — Iloitaem mo-
rAAOMM Ha MAaJIeHBKYI0 TEeMHYI0 KOMHATYIUKY, TAe
HAM IPEACTOUT CMATh [0 HoYaM.

OHuM noxOLLLIH K TOMY MECTY, IZie 3aMOK Ka3aJica
YyTh MeHee pa3pylueHHbIM. BoitaAa B ABepH, OHU 3a-
TJAAHYJH BHYTDb.

— Bor onal — BockaukHyJa J[>kyauman. — Mue
NPHUAETCA BOCMNOJbL30BaThe (GOHAPHKOM. 3aeCch BMe-
CTO OKOH — Y3KHe IUeJH, TaK YTO BHYTPH COBCEM
TEMHO.

OH 3aker GOHAPHK, M JETH 3ArIAHYJIN B KOMHAa-
Ty, rae coOMPaIMCh CIIATh U X PAHUTH CBOM ITPHITACHI.

JI>KopmK rpOMKO BCKPHMKHYJA:

— O Boxel Mbl He CMOXKeM BOCITOJIb30BATLCH
aToit KomHaToiil 3a BpeMsA, Mpoluealee C MPOLIIOrO
Jera, MOTOJIOK COBCeM OOBaIMJICA.

Ha, aro 66110 Tak. PoHapuk J[xyanaHa ocBeTHa
rpyay ynaBLIHX KaMHeil, pACKATHUBILUMXCA 10 BCEMY
noay. Teneps nosbL30BaTHLCA 3TOMH CTAPOl KOMHATOM
CTaJI0 HeBO3MOXKHO MJIM, BO BCAKOM CJy4ae, OInacHo,
nbo moxoxke ObLIO HA TO, YTO B JIOOYI0 MHUHYTY
CBEpXy ONATh O0PYyILIATCA KAMHH.

— Bor 6enal — BockaukHya Dxyanan. — Yto
xKe HaMm genatb? Ham Heo6X0aMMO HAMTH KakKoe-TO
ApPyroe MecTo, rae MoxHO OyJeT XpaHHUTb NPOAYKThI
M CraThb.



T'JIABA O, TAA
Ha crapoit nocypHHe

To, 4TO NIAHLI MX PYXHYJIH, ABHIOCH M pe6GAT
KpaiiHe HenpUATHON HeoKHAAHHOCTBIO. OHM 3HA-
JIH, YTO B PA3BAJMBILIEMCA 3aMKe HeT Apyroit aocra-
TOYHO COXPaHMBLIEHCA KOMHATHI, e OHM MOIIH
6bI YKPBITBCA. A KaKoe-TO YKphITHE HailTH Heobxo-
AMMO, [IOTOMY 4YTO, XOTA B AAHHBI MOMEHT IOroxa
CTOsJIA OTJAMYHAA, B JI000lt feHs MOr HOJHUTB JOXAL
WK Pa3pa3sUThCA LUITOPM.

— A wropmel Bokpyr Kuppuna GeiBalor cBHpe-
nele, — cKasan J)KynuaH, IpMNOMMHAaA Te, CBUAE-
TeJieM KOTOphIX ObL1 caM. — A nomMHHM1ub, [xx0opmxK,
TOT IUTOPM, KOTODPHIl MOAHAN CO AHA MOPCKOIO OC-
TOB 3aTOHYBLUIEro cyaHa?

— Eme 6b1l — xopom otosBanuce J>xopmx u
AnH, a AHH ropauyo pobasuna: — Jlasaiite, ecamn
YAACTCA, CXOAMM CErOAHA e IMOCMOTPHM Ha 3Ty
crapylo nocyauHy. M HTepecHO, AEPXKHUTCA JHU OHAa
BCe ellle Ha TeX CAMBIX CKajlaX, KaK B IIPOILJIOM Io-
Ay, KOraa Mbl ee Kak cjaenyer obaasuian.

— Xopol110, HO CHa4Yaja HaM HAJO PEelLUUTh, rae
mbl OyaeMm cnaTh, — TBepAO ckKasan J[kyanaH. —
He 3naio, ornaere au Bol cefe B 3TOM OTYET, HO Ceii-
yac yxe TpH uyaca Aual Mbl npocrianu Ha necke He-
CKOJBKO 4acoB. S aymalo, 3TO OTTOro, 4TO MbI yCTa-
JIX OT HOYHBIX BoJsiHeHmii. Ham npocto Heo6xoanmo
HalTH KaKoe-TO HaJexKHOoe MEeCTO M HeMeJJIeHHO
CHECTM TYAA HAIUM IIOXKMTKH M IPHUIOTOBUTH HAa
HOYb IIOCTEJIH.

— Ha, HO Kyna Ham uaTH? — crpocua [Iuk. — B
3aMKe HET HHKaKOrIo Apyroro noaXoAsAIlero Mecra.
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— BHuay ecTh nmoaseMense, — BCTABHJIA AHH M
NpH 3TOM BCA COAPOrHyJach. — Ho A He xouy Tyza
uaTu. Tam TeMHO K 3arafo4yHo...

Cnats B noaseMes e He XOTeJ HHMKTO. J{MK Ha-
XMYPHJICA M CTaJ HANPYKEHHO JYMATb.

— A Kax Hacuyer octoBa Kopabna? — cnpocua
oH. — Mosxer, TaM MOXXHO XKUTB?

— MoykHO noiiTH ¥ NMPOBEepPUTH HA MeCTe, — CKa-
san JlxxyaunaH. — MHe KaK-TO He CJIHILIKOM yJabifa-
eTCA JXUTh Ha cTapolt cuipoit U nporuusluell pa3sa-
JMHEe, HO, €CJM OHA MO-TMIPeXKHEMY NEePXKHUTCA Ha
cKanax BBICOKO HAax BOAOM, MOXeT GbITh, CONHIIE YC-
MeJI0 ee BRICYLIHTB, H Ml CMOXKEM Aep)KaTh TaMm
CBOM NpUMnackl H CIAaTh.

— JHaBaiite ceffuac ke noifigemM 1 NOCMOTPUM, —
npeaaoxkuna Hxopmx. B caenyoiyo MUHYTY OHM
3alarajy OT paspylleHHOro 3aMKa K crapoit creHe,
onosacuisasureit ero. Orryna o Morau Gul pasras-
AeThb ocTOB Kopabuia. Ero BeIGpocuIo co AHA MODA rox
Ha3ajJ, ¥ OH IIPOYHO 3aCTPAJ Ha KAKUX-TO CKasIax.

OHM CTOAJM HA BeplUMHE CTEeHBl M MCKaJIH rJja-
3aMM CTapylO MOCYAHHY, HO TaM, rie OHH OXKHAAIH
ee yBHAETH, ee He ObLIo. '

— Ona Kyna-TO nepeaBHUHyach, — YAHUBJIEHHO
BocKJUKHyYa Jlxynuan. — BoH oma, norasaure,
BOH Ha Tex ckaxax — Ommxe Kk Gepery, uem Oblna
panblue. Beanas crapas passanuxal 310poBo ee Mo-
Tpenano npouwtoit 3umoitl OHa ceituac ropasgo
fonble IOXOXKA HA HACTOAILYIO Da3BAJMHY, 4YeM
MPOLLJIBIM JIETOM.

— CoMHeBaloCh, YTO MBI CMOXKEM TaM CIarb, —
sametun JIuxk. — OHa cTana HpocTo KyTh Kaxas
Berxas. U Bce-Taky NMPOAYKTH! MBI, HABEPHOE, MOT-
au 661 TaM AepaKaTh. 3Haere, IO-MOEMY, MBI MOXKeM
0 Hee n06paThCA MO 3THUM BOT CKaJlaM, KOTOpPbIE TH-
HYTCSA OT OCTPOBA.
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— TIloxanyit, TM npas, — mnoaTeBepaWJIa
Jxopmk. — IlpouwnemiM serom GeaonacHo no6paThb-
CA A0 Hee MOXKHO GbLIO TOJILKO Ha JOAKe, HO, KOraa
HaYyHeTCA OTJHB, A AYMAIO, Ml CMOrJIH Onl A0GpaTh-
CA 10 caMoif MocyAMHB, nepefpaBIUNChL 4yepe3 Le-
MOYKY CKAaJ.

JxynnaH, oueHb B3BOJTHOBAHHBIN, BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— Mau! nonelTaeMcAa 310 caenats ueped yac. K
TOMY BPEMEHH BOJIHBI OTXJLIHYT OT CKAJ.

— A noka nouuts mMocMOTPHUM Ha CTapblit KOJOo-
Ael, — cKasaj JIMK, 1 OHM MOLIJHM Ha3al, BO ABOP
samka. IIpouLIBEIM JIeTOM OHHM HALILIH 3/ieCh BXOA B
KOJIOAE3HYIO 1IAaxXTy, KOTOpas yXOAHMJa JAJEeKO B
rayGb CKaJabl, MUMO NOJ3eMeJbA, HUXKE YPOBHA MO-
pA, ¥ OCTHrajia YPOBHA I'PYHTOBBIX BOA.

JdeTn nouckanu raasaMd KoOJOZEl, M HAKO-
Hell YBHMAEJH CTApYyl0 [AEPeBAHHYIO KDBILUKY.
OHU cHAAM ee.

— BoH cko6bl cTapoit MeTanIN4YecKoi JeCTHH-
LbI, II0 KOTOPOI A CIIYCKAJCA B IIPOLLJIOM Ioay, —
cKasaJs, sarasajbiBad BHu3, JJluk. — A Tenepp nou-
1IeM BxoJ B nox3emense. CTyneHbKH, KOTOpLIE Tyaa
BeAyT, AOJKHBI OLITh Iie-TO 34eCh, NOBGJIN3OCTH.

Onu HauLUIH BXOA, HO, K MX YAUBJEHHIO, OH OKa-
3ajicA 3aBajleH POMAAHBIMH KAMEHHLIMH IUTMTAMH.

— K10 310 cpenan? — cnpocmna, HaXMypHB-
mucek, Ixopmx. — Beab He Ml kel 3HaUUT, KTO-TO
3aech noburBal

— HasepHoe, kakue-HHOYAb IKCKYPCAHTBI, —
ckasan Jl)xyanan. — IloMuuub, HAM Ha AHAX TO-
Kasajaoch, YTO MBI BUAHMM Ha ocTpoBe cToab anima?
5 yBepeH, 4T0 310 6BLIM KakHe-HHUOYAb 3KCKYpPCaH-
Thl, TypuCcThl. THI Beap 3Haewb, YTO ucropusa ob oc-
TpoBe KuppuH, 0 ero crapuHHOM 3amke, nojse-
MeJbe M O COKDOBHIIAX, KOTODbIEé TAM HALJIM B
NpPOLLLJIOM rogy, ofouina Bce radersl. S aymaro, KTo-
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Hubyap U3 peibakoB noapabaTeiBaeT TeM, YTO mnepe-
BO3UT 3KCKYPCAHTOB M BBLICAXKMBAET MX Ha HaIlUeM
OCTpOBe.

— Jla KaK OHM cMeIOT?] — APOCTHO BCKpHUana
Jxopmx. — §1 seIBelry nocKy ¢ oObaBiaeHueM: « Ha-
pyluuTenu mnomnaayr 3a peiwuerkyls I He moreprio
Yy’KaKOB Ha HAllleM OCTDOBE. '

— A HacyeT KaMeHHBIX IUIHT, KOTOPLIMH 3aBa-
JILJIM BXOA B IOABAJ, Thl He Gecriokoiica, — cKasas
Jxxynuan. — He aymalo, uytobel KoMy-HHGyabp M3
HaCc XO0TeJoch Tyaa crnyckarscA. Ilocmorpu Ha Gen-
Hary Tummul OH ¢ TAKMM HeCcYaCTHBLIM BHIOM IIO-
rAAALIBAET HA 3TUX KPOauKoB. CMeluHoit mec!

Tumoru cupen no3aayu peGAT u cKop6HO cMOTpen
Ha KPOJIMKOB, PaCCeBLUHMXCA KPY’KKOM IO BCEMY 3a-
poclueMy COpPHAKOM ABOpy. IlocMoTpuT Ha Kpoam-
KOB, noroM Ha J[PKOpIK X CHOBA — Ha KPOJHMKOB.

— Huvuero He Bhlitaer, TuMMH, — TBepAo cka3sa-
aa Jxxopmx. — S HacyeT KPOJMKOB He IMepeayMalo.
Tl He Gyaelus UX MOHATH HA HALLIEM OCTPOBe.

— ITo-MoeMy, OH CYMTAET, YTO K HEMY O4YeHb He-
cnpaBeANuMBb], — 3amernwia AHH. — Beab TbI XKe
CcKasaja, YTO OH MOXET I10JIb30BATLCA TBOEH 4acThbiO
OCTPOBa, BOT OH M CYMTAET, YTO HMeEeT MpaBo U Ha
CBOIO A0JII0 KPOJIHKOB.

Bee sacmesncs. TUMMM 3aBUIAST XBOCTOM H C
Hazexaoi nocmorpen Ha Jlxopax. B aror MmomeHT
BCE OHM LIJIM 4Yepe3 ABOP, HO J[KysauaH BApyr ocra-
HOBMJICH.

— Ilornaaure-ka, — YAMBJEHHO CKa3ajd OH,
YKa3slBag HA YTO-TO, HAXOAWUBIUEECA HA 3eMje. —
B Tonsk0o BaraanuTel KT0-TO OnpeaeneHHo 3nxech
6bL1. OHH pa3BOAMIM KOCTED BOT HA 3TOM CaMOM
MecTe.

Bce cranmu cmorpers Ha 3demuao. OHM yBUAEaH
rpyAy 30JIbl, HECOMHEHHO OCTAaBIUEHCA OT KOCTpAa.
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Kpome Toro, B 3aemunio 661 BTOIITAH OKYDPOK cHrape-
Thl. KTO-TO Ha OCTpOBEe NO6GKIBAT — COMHEBATHLCA HA
3TOT CYET He NMPHUXOAMNJIOCH.

— EcJM 3KCKYPCAHTHI 3[1eCh MOABATCA, A CIYLLY
Ha Hux Tummnl — APOCTHO BOCKJIMKHYJA
Jxopax. — OTO Halle MeCTo, OHO NPHHAMIEKHUT
TOJILKO HaM, M HHUKOMY Goabure. TumMoTH, ThI He
JOJDKEH 3eCh TOHATh KPOJIMKOB, HO MOXKeilb
CKOJIBKO YTOAHO I'OHATH JIOGBIX ABYHOTMX CYLIECTB,
Kpome Hacl ITonan?

Tummu cpasy ke 3aMmaxaj XBOCTOM.

— T'aB, — 3aABHJ OH B 3HAK MOJIHOTO COTJIACHS.
On ornanenca BOKpyr, c10BHO 6bI HafeACk YBHAETH
KOro-Hubyab, Koro oH cMor Gbl KakK cjaeayeT Ioro-
HATb. Ho HUKOrO He 6bLI0.

— HasepHoe, ceffyac BOJHHI yKe OTOLILIM OT TeX
ckan, — ckasaa Jxyauan. — Iloitgemre mocmor-
pum. Ecan Bonn Goasuie Her, Mbl B3BepeMcAa Ha
CKaJbl U MOrJAAAMM, MOXKHO JH OTTyAa aobparpcs
[0 TIOCYAMHBI. AHH JIyyiue He XOAUTH ¢ Hamu. OHa
MOJKET IOCKOJBb3HYTHCA M yIacTb, a MOpe BOKPYTr
CKaJ TaK M KHUIIUT. .

— Her yx, obasaTeasHo noitay! — Heroayiouie
BBIKPDHKHYJ1a AHH. — ThI MOXelLlb ynacTh C TAKUM
JKe YCIexXoM, KaK H .

— JlagHo, A MOCMOTPIO, HE CAMLIKOM JIH Omnac-
HBIM BCe 3TO BBITIAAUT, — cKasaa >xyaman. Oun
nepese3s il 4yepe3 CTeHy, OKANMIABIUYIO 3aMOK, a
orTyAa Ao6pajuch 4O CKaJl, TAHYBIIMXCA B CTOPOHY
MOpA M fajiee K OCTOBY 3aTOHYBIUero Kopabasa. Bpe-
Ms OT BpPeMEHH 4Yepe3 CKaJbl elle NepeKaThIBAJINCh
BBICOKHE BaJibl, HO B of11eM noxoxke 6bLJIO HaA TO,
410 0cOOeHHO GOJIBLIOI OMMAaCHOCTH HET.

— AnH, ecnin Thl OGyaelib JepKATLCA MEXAY
mHoOi M J[uKoM, Moxkemub noiit, — ckasan JIxy-
JUaH, — HO, MOXKajyicra, He IMIOAHMUMAMN CKaHzaas,
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€CJIM MBI IONBITAEMCA B TPYAHBIX MecTax Tela mox-
aepkatb. MBI He XOTHM, YTOOHI ThHI CBAJIMJIACH H Te-
6a yHecs10 GBI B MODe.

Ouu HavyaJM NPOABHUrATBHCA IO BHITAHYTHIM B
Heno4yky 3a3y6peHHBIM CKOJB3KHM cKanam. Ilo
Mepe ux nNpubaMKeHHA K cTapoit mocyamuHe BOJ-
HBl OTCTYNaaM BCe AaJbllle, H BCKOpe yXXe He
O6L1JI0 OCHOBaHH OmacaTbCA, YTO BOJHBI CMOIOT
nx co ckaa. Teneps no ckanam MOxHO 6b110 XO-
6parscAa A0 ocroBa Kopabas, 4YTO MPOLIJLIM Jie-
TOM OBIJIO HEBO3MOJXKHO.

— Hy, Bot 1 npuman! — ckasan HakoHen Jxy-
JMaH, KJaaa pyKy Ha Gopr craporo cyaHa. Temneps,
KOr'Aa OHH OYYTHJINCh PAAOM ¢ HUM, GbLIO BMAHO,
410 3T0 — GBoabIIoi Kopabab. OH BO3BBIIIAJICA HAN
HHMH, I'ycTO OGJIeNIeHHBIN PaKyLIKAMM U MOPCKH-
MH BOAOPOCJAMH, OT KOTOPbIX MCXOQMJ 3acTapesiblii
3anax nieceHy. J[Hulle pa3BaJMHBLI OMBIBAJIM BOJI-
Hbl, HO BePXHAA ee 4YaCTh HAXOAMJIACh BLICOKO Haj
BOAOM, Ha)ke Korga NMPUJNB LOCTUraJl HaWBBICLUEH
TOYKH.

— IlIpowmnoit 3uMOif ero 340POBO MOLUBBLIPA-
Jo, — ckasan J[KopaK, OKHABIBAA BITJAAOM OCTOB
cyaHa. — B 6opTy moABHJIOCH MHOIO HOBBIX AbIP —
nocmorpuTe-Ka. CHecolo yacTth MauTel, oGJIOMMICA
Kycok nany6el. Kak ke Tyna B3oGparscsa?

— V¥V MeHa ecThb KaHaT, — cKasaa J[>Kyauas,
pa3BaA3bBIBAA TOJCTYIO BepeBKY, KOoTopasa 6b1ia ofMo-
TaHa BOKpYyr ero nosica. — CeKyHAOUKYy — #A cae-
Jai0 nerao U nonpobyi0 HAKMHYThL €e BOH HA TOT
TOpYAalUMii CTOJGHK.

OH KHHYJ BepeBKY ABa MJIM TPHU pa3a, HO Habpo-
CUTh METJI0 Ha CTOJNOMK eMy TaKk M He YyJAaJoch.
J>xopax HeTepreauBO oTOOpAna y HErO BEPEBKY M C
nepBoro ke 6pocKka HAKMHYyJA IETJI0 Ha CTOJOMK.
«OHa npeKpacHo CIIpaBJsAeTCA C TAKMMH BelllaMH, U
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B YeM-TO Jydile Jio60ro MaJlb4yHKas, — BOCXMUILEH-
HO nogymana AHH.

Jlxxopmx B3oGpasnach IO KaHATY C JIOBKOCTBHIO
00e3bAHEI M CKOPO YKe CTOSJIa Ha HAKJOHHOM
cKonb3KoM nanyGe. OnuMH pa3 AeBOYKAa YyTh He IIO-
CKOJBb3HYJIaCh, HO BOBpeMA yXBaTujaach 3a 00J10-
MAaHHBIA Kycok nanyGul. J>Kyauan nmomor AHH I0A-
HATHLCA, a 3a Heil mocjeaoBany ofa MaJb4YUKA.

— Kax 3gech OTBpAaTHTEJIbLHO MaxHeT! — BOCK-
JMKHYJa AHH, HamopwuB HOC. — OCTOBBI 3aTOHYB-
mux Kopabuseit Bceraa Tak naxuyt? f, noxanyii, He
noitly OCMATPHBATH KAlOThl, KAK MBI 3TO AeJalu B
npowuaslit pasd. Tam HaBepHAKA MaxXHET elle XYKe.

OcrasuB AHH Ha nojaycrHuslueit nanybe, oc-
TaJbHbIE OTNIPABMJINCh IIOCMOTPETh, KaK M uTo. OHM
CNYCTHJNCh B BOHIOYHME, YBELLUAHHBIE BOAOPOCJAAMU
KaloThl M 3arJAHYJIM B CTAPYIO KAalOTy KaluTaHa,
camy1o Goabiuyio u3 BceXx. Ho 6b110 coBepLIEHHO fC-
HO, YTO OHHM He TOJBKO CIIaTh TaM He CMOryT, HO M
XpaHuTh 4T0 GBI TO HM 6bLIO. Bce Tam oTchIpesno u
nporHuyao. [)xynanan nobansancA, 4TO ero Hora Mo-
et B J100yl0 MHUHYTY NPOBAJHTLCA CKBO3b HACTHJI.

— TloiinemTte Ha manyBy, — ckasas oH. — 31ech
OYeHb NIPOTHBHO H K TOMY 2Ke CTPAIIIHO TEMHO.

OHM nNOAHMMAJIKCHL HaBepX, KOraa X0 HUX AOHeC-
ca Kpuk AnH: — Oitl Uaure ckopee ciogal I Koe-uto
Hauual

OHM 3aTOPONMJINChL, CKOJb3A MO HAKJOHHOM ma-
nyGe. AHH CTOAJIAa HA TOM CAMOM MecTe, Tleé OHH ee
ocrasuau. I'nasa ee ceepkanu. OHa yKaswsiBaia
najableM Ha YTO-TO, HAXOAMBILIEECA HA APYI'OM KOH-
e Kopabasa.

— Yrto ram takoe? — cnpocuaa J[KOpmIK. —
Yro cayunaocn?

— IlocMoTpHM — A COBepLIEHHO yBepeHa: KOoraa
MbI GbIIM 3AeCh B NMPOLWIBIH pa3, 3TOro He Gbinol —
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saaBuaa AHH, NPOAO/DKAA YKAa3blBaTh Ha 4YTO-TO
nansueM. Pe6ATa nmocMorpean Tyaa, Kyjaa oHa yKa-
spiBasla. OHHM yBHAEAH HA APYroM KOHLE nanyGbl
OTKPBITHIA 1IKaGYHUK, B KOTOPBIA GbLI 3aCYHYT He-
GonbLI0i yepHBIt yemonaH. Kak crpanHol

— HeGonb1uoit yepHHI yeMOZAHYMK! — yaAMB-
JIeHHO BOoCKJMKHyJa Jlxkynman. — Jla, paHblue ero
Tam He 6bL10. 1 HAXOAUTCA OH TAM He TaK JOANO —
OH COBepLIeHHO HOBHIA K cyxoitl Komy ke OoH mpu-
Hagexur? U c dyero 6ul eMy TyT 6biTh?



TJIABA IBEHAJIIATAA
ITemepa B yTece

JleTH OCTOPOYKHO MOAOIIJIM 10 CKOJBL3KOI nanybe
K mkabpuuky. ITocae Toro kak tyna nocraBMJIM ye-
MojaH, aABepuy mKadyMKa, OYeBUAHO, 3aKPhIJIN, HO
OHa pacKpnLIach, TaK YTO Y€MOJAH OKa3aJCA Ha BU-
Iy, BONPEKH KEJAHUIO TeX, KTO NBITAJICA ero Crps-
TaThb.

J>xyauaH BeITAlUMI YeMOARAHYMK. Pebata Gblan
CTPALLHO MOpa)XeHbl. 3aYeM KOMY-TO IOHaR00HJIOCH
3anMXUBaTh Tyaa 4yeMoaaH?

— HasepHoe, xoHTpaGaHAMCTHI, TbHI Kak

cuuraemwrb? — cnpocua MK ¢ 3aropeBLIMMHCA
riasaMu.
° — Bo3MOXHO, — 3aAyM4YHBO MpoM3HeC
J)xyauaH, NBITAACh PACCTETHYTh DPEMHM, KOTO-
PBIMH GBI CTAHYT 4YeMOAAaH. — OTO MOIJO Obl
NOCJAYXXHTh TNPEKPacHBIM MeCTOM AJA KOHTpa-
6anaucros. Kopabau, 3Haowiue croga Jgopory,
morau Gbl 3axoguTh B OYXTy, CIYCKATh HA BOLY
LUUJIIONKM € KOHTpabaHAHBIM TOBapoM, OCTaB-
JATH €ro TYyT U NPOAOJKATH CBOM NyTh AaJbLIE,
3HaA, YTO MX JIOAH MOryT Cl04a NMPHIATH MU CIO-
KOoiHO 3abpaTe TOBap.

— Tul aymaemus, B yeMozaHe — KOHTpabGann-
HbIit ToBap? — OXBavYeHHaA KpaiHUM BO36y)KAeHHU-
eMm, cnpocusia AHH. - Hy, a 4yTo 3T0 Moxker GbITh?
Bpunauantei? Hlenxa?

— JHla n06oit TOBap, 3a KOTOPBLIM HAAO 3amja-
TUTH MOILUJIMHY, NpeXJe 4YeM Thl HMeellb IIPaBO
BBE3TH ero B cTpaHy, — ckasan [»xyanan. — Ilpo-
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nagy OHM MpONajoM, 3TH pemHu. Hukak MHe UX He
pacCTerHyThb.

— JHaii-xa a nonpofyio, — momnpocuna AHH, y
KOTOpOM najabyuKu Gbin HeoObruaiiHo JoBKue. OHa
Hayasa TPYAUTBLCA HAX MPAMXKKAMH, U PeMHHM O4YeHb
cKopo ObL1M paccrerHyThl. OQHAKO MX OXKHMAAJIO HO-
Boe pasoyapoBaHue. YemonaH Obl1 HaKpenkKo 3a-
nepr. Ha HeMm 6bL10 ABA OTJAMYHBLIX 3aMKa, M KJIO-
yeil K HUM He 6bLIO.

— @y thl Bor Hesagauyal — BOCKJHMKHYyJA
Ixopax. — Kak ke HaM OTKPBIThL 3TOT caMblii ye-
mopaH?

— JHa Huxkaxk, — orserun xyauan. — Bajo-
MaTh 3aMKHM HHM B KOEM CJy4ae HeJib3fl, IOTOMY 4TO
BJaJeel, cpa3y e JOragaercsa, YTo ero ToBap Haii-
aeH. MBI He AO/MKHEI MMO3BOJUTL KOHTpaGaHAMCTAM
JAOrajaThCs, YTO MX XHMTpaA Mrpa packpwita. Hano
MONbLITATLCA UX Nnoimars!

— 0-0-0-x] — BOoCKNIMKHyJa AHH, 3aJIMBLINCH
Kpackoit or BosiHeHusa. — IloiimaTe KoHTpabGaHau-
crosl O, I)xynuaH, Tl U1 B CAMOM feJie AyMaellb,
YTO 3TO BO3MOXKHO?

— A nouemy 6u1 m Her? — oTto3Banca JIky-
auaH. — HHKTO He 3HaeT O TOM, YTO MbI
agechb. Ecau BcAKMiI pa3, KAK Mbl YBUAHMM MNpU-
Gamxammuiica K ocTtpoBy Kopabab, Mbl Gyaem
NpPATATHLCA, BO3MOX@HO, HAM YAACTCA 3aMETUTh
JOAKY, KOTOpaA K HeMy INOJOIJAEeT, ¥ MBI CMO-
JKeM MpOoCcJeAHTh 3a ee JaJbHeNLIHMM JABHMIKEHU-
eM H yBHJAeTb COGCTBEHHBIMH rjasaMu, 4Tto Oy-
per naasuie. 1 aymalo, 4TO KOHTpPaGaHAMCTHI
HCIIONB3YIOT 3TOT OCTPOB KAaK MepeBaJIOYHbIM
NYHKT AJA CBOMX ToBapoB. MHTepecHO, KTO 3a
HuMHu cioaa asaserca? HasepHoe, KTo-HuUGyan
U3 aepeBHM KHUPpHUH MAM KaKUX-HUOGYAb APYrux
6anaaexaliux MecT.
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— Bce 3To 6yzer crpamHo ysaexareabHol — 3a-
metun Juk. — Bcakuil pas, Koraa Mbel npHessxaeM
B Kuppus, ¢ HaMu npoMcXoaAT YAUBUTEAbHbIE TIPH-
KJIOYeHUA. 3aech BCA aTMocdepa MPOCTO HaChILIEHA
npuKmodYeHuAMHu. Jlna Hac aro GyneT yKe TpeThe
no cuery.

— ITo-moemy, HaM HAnO BO3BpPALIATHCA MO CKa-
nam obpaTHo, — ckKasan JDxyamad, caydaitHo rmo-
raageslInit 3a Gopr KopaGaAa M 3aMeTUBLIMI, 4YTO
OTAuB KOHumiacaA. — Ilomwutm, a TO Hac 3acTUrHeT
NpMANB, U HAM NPHAETCA IPOBECTH 3JAeCh AOJIrHe
yace!! I nepBrIM crylych IO KaHATY. 3a MHO# cny-
ckaiica Tbl, AHH.

OuyeHb CKOPO OHM y)Ke CHOBA KapaGKaiuch Mo
ckanaM. Bce pebara npeGbiBaniu B COCTOAHMM Kpaii-
Hero Bo30y)JaeHHA. B TOT MOMeHT, Korga OHM J0O-
LIUTH IO MOCJEeAHEero CKaJMCTOINO y4acTKa, KOTOpbIii
BEJI y>Ke K yTecy Ha caMOM OCTpoBe, IMK BApyr oOc-
TAHOBWICA.

— Yrto tam TaKoe? — cnpocuaa Jxopax,
TONKaas ero B cnuHy. — Hy, asuraiica xe
naasiuel

— Vx He merepa JM 3TO, BOH 3a TOi GOsbLLIOI
ckanoit? — cnpocun UK M yKasan naablieM, Kyaa
cMOTpeTb. — MHe Kakercs, 3TO YTO-TO OY€Hb IOXO0-
ee Ha newuepy. Ecau aro Tak, 10 310 6B1710 GBI NIPO-
CTO OTIMYHOE MECTO JJIA XPaHEHMA HalUUX npura-
coB, a MoxeT ObITh, MBI MOrIM OBl M criaTh Tam, ec-
JIX BOJIHBI TyAa He AOXOOAT.

— Ha KuppuHe HHUKAKHX Ieluep HeT, — Ha-
yana 6s110 IKOpHIK, HO TYyT e ocekaach. To,
HA 4YTO yKa3niBaa JIuK, ¥ BNpAMBb MOXOAHJIO Ha
newtepy. Xopowmo 6e110 661 NMPOBEPHUTh, TAK JH
3T0 Ha camMmoM paene. Heno B Tom, uto I»kopax
HUKOraa He o6ciezoBasia 3Ty LENOYKY CKaJ, a
3HAYHUT, U He MOrJja yBHJIAETh Iellepy, Haxpo-
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IMBIIYIOCH cpa3y e no3aan Hux. C cymum yBu-
AeTh ee ObIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— IloitnemTe nocMoTpuM, — mO3Bajia OHA. —
PebaTa TyT e CMEHWIH KypPC U BMECTO TOro, YTOGBI
ABUTaTLCA HA38A4 TEM JKe ITyTeM, KOTODhIM OHH Ka-
pabKaaiuch paHbllle, HAMPaBMJINCh HAUCKOCOK, 4Ye-
pe3 CKOILIEHHe CKaJ, MPAMO B CTOPOHY BBICTYMNAlO-
LIero Kpas yreca, rae, 1o Bcell BUAMMOCTH, HAXOH-
Jach neiepa.

B KoHIle KOHLIOB OHM nogowan K Heil. Bxox B
ray6p nelepsl OXPaHAJIHM U YACTUYHO CKPBHIBAJM OT-
BecHble cKaiabl. OHa GblIAa TAK XOPOLUO CKpPBITA OT
4YbuX-MMGO rias, YTO ee HEeBO3MOXKHO GbL1O 3ame-
THUTHL HUOTKYJA, KpOMe TOro MecTa, OTKyJAa YBHAeJ]
ee [Tux.

— 910 ¥ B caMOM fese neulepal — 3aKpuyas B
nonHom Bocropre JIMK u maruya B Hee. — Jla ewie
KaxKas 3ameuTesabHasnl

W peficrButensHo, neutepa Gb11a npocro 3aris-
nense. Ilon ee Gbl1 mochHIMAH MeJKHUM OenbIM Iec-
KOM, MATKHMM, KaK IOPOLIOK, M COBEpPLUEHHO CY-
XMM, TAK KaK Ielepa sBHO HAXOAMUJIACH BBILLIE TOTO
MecTa, A0 KOTOPOro AOXOAuJ npuboit, — Hy paase
Y3 Da3birpaeTcA O4YeHb CHJIBHBIA 3MMHHI LUTOPM.
Broons ogHoit M3 CTOPOH melepsl TAHYJCA KaMeH-
HBIH BBICTYI.

— IIpamo kak GyATO KTO-TO CIELMANBLHO AJA
HaC yCTpoua noaKyl — pajgoCTHO BCKpHuaia
AnH. — MBI MOXKeM CJIO)KHTBH 3AeCh BCe CBOM 3ana-
cel. Kakan npenecrs! laBaitte nepGepemca cioaa,
6yneM anech HTb U criath. O, J[KyauaH, 1mocMoT-
pH-Ka, Y HaC JaXke eCThb OTBEDPCTHE B MOTOJIKE —
CBETOBOI1 JIOK!

JeBouka ykasana nmajabueM HaBepx, u pebsa-
Ta YBHIEJH, YTO YacTh KpbIIIM Oblna ¢ OZHOI
CTOPOHBI  OTKDBITA — OHA BBLIXOAMJIA HA CaMYIO
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BepLIMHY yTeca. flcHO, 4TO rae-To Ha mopocuieM
BepecKOM yTece Oblla AbIpa, M3 KOTOPOM B me-
Iepy NPOHMKAJ CBET; ee-TO AEBOYKA M Ha3dBaja
CBETOBEIM JIIOKOM.

— Yepes 3Ty AbIpY MBI MOrau OGbl CIIyCTHTH
BHHU3 BCe HAlllM NMOXHUTKH, — cKaszaa JkyauaH,
GeICTPO CcTpPOA B yMe BCcAYeCKHMe mnjaHel. — Ta-
LIUTh BCe 3TO MO ckajaaMm Oniio Obl y)KacHoO TA-
#xeso. Ecau MBI cMoKeM HAaNTH 3Ty ABIPDY, KOT-
Aa CHOBA OKa)eMCA Ha BepLIMHEe yTeca, MbI MO-
JKeM BCe CNYCTMTh Ha BepeBKe. JOTO He CJMIUI-
KOM BBICOKHH ¢CBeTOBOIl JIIOK», KaK BhbIpa’ka-
eTca AHH, ITOTOMY 4YTO B 3ACLUHMX MECTax yTe-
cel BooO1ie HeBeICOKM. 1 AyMalo, MBI M caMH
Jnerko morau 6wl CyCTHTHCA CIOAA HAa KaHare,
4yro6hl He NMPHUUIJOCH OMATHL JEe3Th IO CKajlaM K
BBIXOAY B Mope!

OTtkpeiTHe GBLLIO NPOCTO 3aMeyareasHoe!

— Haiur ocTpoB elle HHTEpPeCHee, YeM MBI gJyMa-
JH, — pPaJOCTHO BOCKJMKHyaa AHH. — Teneps y
Hac ecTb U3YMHUTeJbHaA oflan newepal

Cnenyiouiee, 4To Haxo GblIO cCAenaTh, — 3TO,
pasymeeTcA, BBIGpaThCA HaA ITOBEPXHOCTh yTeca
M OTBHICKATH ABIPY, KOTOpas HAXOAUJIACh B CBO-
Aax newepsbl. Bce pe6ara, B Tom uucae u Tum-
Mu BbeIGpasuck Hapyxky. Tummu, nepeaBurasn-
WIHIACA IO CKOJB3KHM ckajsaM, Obla OYeHb
cmewioH. Jlanel y Hero paswbe3)Kajauch, M ABa
MJH TPHM pa3a OH LIJIENHyJcAa B Boay. Ho on
TYyT Ke IepenJbiBajJl BOAHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO, B
KOTOpO€ TOJBKO 4YTO CBAJMJCA, ONAThL B3Gupan-
CA Ha yTeC M NPOAOJIKAJ, CKOJb3fA, ABUTaThCH
BIIEpen.

— On Beaer ceba coscem Kak xopmx! — 3ame-
THUia, cMeack, AHH. — Hukorna He caaercs, 4To Gbl
HHU CAYYHJIOCH!
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OHn pobGpanuch OO0 BeplUMHEI yreca. Temneps,
KOTZa OHM 3HAJIM, YTO AbIpa CYLUECTBYeT, HalTH ee
He COCTaBJIAJIO TPYAA.

— JloBoaBbHO OonmacHaA IUTyKa, — cKasan J[Ky-
JIMaH, Korga OH OGHADYXKHMJ AbIDY M 3arjasHy]J B
Hee. — JI1060it 13 Hac Mor Gul IIPOGEIKATLCA 31eCh U
COBEpPIUEHHO CJy4aiiHO- NpOBaAINThCA B AbIpy. Ilo-
CMOTDHTE-Ka: OHAa BCA 3apocjia KYCTAMHM 4YepHOi
CMOPOAMHEI.

IIporAHyB pPyKH, OHH TOMNBLITAJIHCH OTBECTH B
CTOpPOHY BeTKH ¢ arogamu. Koraa awipa 6wlia pac-
YMILEeHA, OHHU JIerKO MOIVIM 3arjfgHYTh BHHU3.

— Orcioga He O4YeHb BBLICOKO OO 3eMJIM, — CKa-
sana AHH. — Iloxoxe Ha TO, YTO MBI IONPOCTY
morai Obl COPBICHYTh BHH3, HALO NPOCTO CECTh HA
Kpail AbIPHI K CIIOJI3TH HA 3eMJIIO.

— Haxxe 1 He aymaii, — ckasan [>xyauan. —
Moskewus 3anpocro ciaomars Hory. Ilomoxkam, moka
MBI He 3aKPelMM KaK cJefyeT KaHAaT U He CIyCTHM
ero BHM3. Torma MBI CMOXKEM JIerKO CITYCKaTbCA
BHHM3 U NMOAHMMATLCA HaBEpPX.

OHM BepHYJHCh K JIOAKE M HAYaliM ee paarpy-
xaTh. Bce MOKHUTKM nepeHecaH Ha OGPALLIEHHYIO K
MOPIO CTOPOHY OCTpOBa, IZeé HaxoAWJach Ieluepa.
JxyauaH Basi KpenkKuil KaHAT M 3aBA3AT HA HEM
TOJICTBIE Y3JbI HA HEKOTOPOM PACCTOAHMHM OAMH OT
Apyroro.

— 910 — 4TO6BI GBLIO BO YTO ynepeThbCs HOramu
npH croycke, — IMOACHWI OH. — Ecau Mbl cranem
CMyCKAaThCA CAMIIKOM GhICTPO, MO2KeM 06oApaTh.py-
KHM. OTH y3JBl He JaAYT HaM COCKOJb3HYTh BHH3 U
noMoryT B30MpaThCA HaBepXx.

— JlaBaiiTe A cnyluych mmepsoif, a Bbl ONyCTUTE
BCe HAIIM BeluM MHe, - npeaaoxunaa xopmx. U
OHa CNyCTHJIACh II0 KaHATY, nepefupas PYKaMH H C
JIEFKOCTBIO HAIUyNbIBAA HOraMHM OAMH 3a APYTMM
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y3asl HAa KaHaTe. 910 6bLI NpPeKpacHbIil criocob cny-
CKAaThCA. .

— A kaxk M cnycrum Tummu? — cnpocua
Jxkynnadn. Ho TMMOTH, TDEBOXKHO CKYJMBIUME Yy
Kpas ABIpBI, ToKa JKOpIK Bce Aanblile YCKOJAb3aia
OT HEro, caM paspellnJ 3agavdy.

OH npBIrHYJ B ALIPY M Hcue3 rae-to BHU3y! CHu-
3y pasfajicsi MPOH3UTEJbHBINA KPHK.

— O, 'ocrroau, uro 3ro?! da ato Te1, TumMMmul! Thi
He yumbea?

Ilecox 6bIn1 Takoit MArkuii, ciaosHo GapxaTHas
noAyImkKa, Tak 410 THM HMYYTOUKH He ymnbea. On
BCTPAXHYJICA U pagocTHO 3anasi. OH cHoBa Gbla pA-
aom ¢ Txopmx! Kak mor oH aonycTuth, 4To6bl €ro
X03AMKa BAPYr CKpbLIACh B KAKONH-TO TAWHCTBEH-
HOI ABIpe, He rocjenoBsaB ToTdac e 3a Hei? Her,
aTo ObIJIO He B ero HaType.

Hanee Hano 6b110 3aHATLCA CIIYCKOM B Teluepy
Bcex rpy3os. AHH U JIlUK yBA3BIBAJMH BelM B KOB-
puMKH, a J[XKyJauaH OCTOPOXKHO CITYCKAl MX BHM3.
J>xopmx cpa3y »Ke OTBA3LIBAJIA BEPEBKY, M T4 TOT-
yac ke CHOBA Hcuye3ana HaBepxXy, uToObl OOBMTLCA
BOKDYT CJIEAYIOLLIETO TIOKA.

— Ilocnenunit! — xkpukHya JxyauaH mnochae
NPOAO/KUTENLHON M MO-HACTOALLEMY TPYAHOH pa-
60Tbl. — A MOTOM BHH3 CITYCTUMCA U MBI CAMH, H,
npexkjae 4YeM 3aHATHCA NPHUIOTOBJEHHMEM IIOCTENeNt
WM ewie 4yeM-HUOyabp B 3TOM poAe, 1 He MPOYb XO-
POLLIEHBLKO 3aKYCHTB! YiKe HeCKOJIbKO 4acoB IPOLLLIO
C Tex Nnop, Kax Mbl eJ1H B IOCJAeAHMI pa3, U A Npo-
CTO yMHpalo ¢ rosoay!l

B cKOpOM BpeMeHM BCe€ OHM CHAEJIH HA TeIJIOM
MArKOM mnoJy newiepbl. OHM OTKDBIIM GaHKY KOH-
CEPBMPOBAHHOIO MfACA, HAPE3aJM OrPOMHbLIE JIOMTH
xJseba u Hagenanu caHaBuYeil. II0TOM OTKPBIIN KOH-
CePBMpPOBAHHBIE AHAHACHI U CHEJIH HX, BhLIABJIHBaA
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cJagKHe COYHBIE KYCOYKHM JIOKKOM npAamMo u3 GaHKH.
Ho ¥ 310 He YTOIMJIO HX TOJNIOA, TTO3TOMY OHM OTKPbI-
Ju aBe 6GAHKM CApAMH H MOBLITACKMBAJIM HMX OTTYAA
JIOMTHKAMH MNeYeHbA. ITO GbLI HACTOAIUMI nupl

— Iloxxanyii, sanbem Bce UMOMPHBLIM NMUBOM, —
npeanoxkua Juk. — W nouemy aro aioam Bceraa He
eNAT BOT Tak?

— Hapo, noxkanyit, nmoroparineaTeCa, a TO He
ycrieeM HapBaTh BepecKa AJA IIOCTeNAH, — IIPOH3-
HecJIa COHHBIM rojiocom Jxopmx.

— Jla xoMy OH HYKeH, TBOIl BepecK? — crnipocua
IOuk. — MHe oH Hu K yemyl.. C MeHA [OCTATOYHO
3TOr0 4YyAEeCHOr0 MArKOIO Mecoyka, A4 elle — au-
BaHHOM MOAYIUKHM M napsl KOBPUKOB. S 3xecs Gyay
cnaTth Jydiue, yeM Koraa-au6o crian B nocrenul

HNrak, Ha necuaHoM moay newueps! 6Gu1IM pasio-
JKeHbl AMBaHHBbIE MOAYIIKHM M KOBpHKH. CTemMHeno,
a MOTOMY 3&KIJIM CBEeYy, M 4YeTBEepO COHHBIX pebsAT
nocMoOTpenu Apyr Ha apyra. Tummu, xKak Bceraa,
6611 oxono lxopaxk.

— CnokoitHoit Houn! — ckasana Jxxopmx. — A
Goabllle He MUHYTHI He Mory GopoTbca co cHoM. Crio-
KOM... HOYH BC... BCEM, CITO... KOii... HOM... HOUM!



TI'JIABA TPHHAIIIATASA
AeHb Ha ocTpoBe

Ha caeayrommuit aeH», NpPOCHYBLIMCH, HAETH
He cpa3y noHaau, rape oHu. CosHue 3aamBao
BXOA B MeLIepy, U Jy4YM ero ymajau IpeKae Bce-
ro Ha cnaulee auuuko xxopax. Ouu ee pa3by-
AWM, M OHA Jiexajla B NoJyapeme, HeaoyMe-
BafA, MOYEeMy 3TO €e IOCTeJb KAa)XeTcA He TaKoOi
MArKOMH, KaK OOBIYHO.

«Tak Beab A Ke He B CBOEI IOCTENH, A HA OCTPO-
se Kuppuuls — Bcmomunna ouna sapyr. OHa cesna u
pactoakana AuH. — IIpoceinasics, cous! Mer — Ha
octposel

Yepesa HeKOTOpOE BpeMsA IIPOCHYJINChL BCE M CHAe-
JIM, TIOTHpaA NajlbllaMHi COHHbIE Iyasa.

— S aymalo, cerogHs A BCe-TAKM HATACKal0 Be-
pecKa AJA CBOei moctTeau, — cKasdana Anu. — Ile-
COK TMOHAYANY KAa’KeTCA MATKHM, HO JOBOJBLHO CKO-
PO OH KaK-TO 3aTBEpAEBAET.

OcTanbHble COrJIACHIMCH, YTO HAAO HAPBATh Be-
pecKka ANA 1mocreseil, HABAJIMUTL ero Ha IecoK, a
cBepXy NMPHKPLITH KoBpuKamu. Toraa y HHX y Bcex
6yAyT mpocToO 3amedaTesbHbIE J10XKal

— Kax xopowo xuthb B neuepel — BOCKJIHK-

Hya qIuk. — Bbl TONBKO nogymaiiTe: MaJIo TOrO 4TO
HA HAIIeM OCTPOBE €CTh 3aMOK C IOA3eMeJIbeM, TYT
HAIMACh eIle IMPOCTO 3amevaTteabHas mneiuepal
Ham, npaso e, seaer!
- — 51 ce6a 4yBCTBYIO YXKACHO IPA3HBIM, — 3ad-
Bun xyaman. — Ilomunm uckynaemca nepen 3a-
BTPAKOM. A mocje 3TOro s JUYHO 3aKa3bIBal0 BET-
4yuHy, Xae6, MTUKYyJIH U MapMean.
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— Hawm nocsie KynaHua CTaHeT X0JOAHO, — CKa-
3ana xopmx. — JlaBaii-Te 3a3KiKeM MOIO IJIMUTKY
M IMOCTAaBHUM YaMHMK: MTOKa MBI KynaeMca, OH 3aKH-
nut. Toraa mMel NnpuroToBuM cefe ropAyee Kaxkao M
corpeemcsl

— Ax, KOHeuHO el — nomnep:kana AHH, KOTO-
poif HMKOrAa paHbIle He JOBOAMJIOCH YTO-IM00 KH-
NATUTH HA TAKO MaNIoCeHbKOM nanTke. — Ilasaii-
rel I HaMbIO B YaHUK BOABI U3 KOHTeiiHepa. A KaK
611TH ¢ MOIOKOM?

— Tam rae-To B 31O rpyae NpoAyKTOB ecTh GaH-
Ka KOHCepPBHPOBAHHOIO MOJIOKa, — cKaaan J[»yau-
aH. — MooxxeM ee oTKpPBITH. I'Ie KOHCEpBHBI HOXK?

Ko BceoGiueit nocaze, HOX He HaxXOAWJICA, HO B
KOoHIe KOHLOB J[)xyanaH oOHapy»Xusa ero B coGCT-
BEHHOM KapMaHe, TaK 4YTO M 3Ta mnpolsema paape-
HInJachk.

B nAUTKYy HAIHIM KePOCHMH M 3aKIVIN ee. 3aTeM
Ha Hee BOAPY3HJH YaHMUK C BOAOI1, I1OCJE Yero Bce
MOLUJM KyIAaThCs.

— ITocmorpuTe-Kal BoH TaMm, Mexay ckaaamu,
NpOCTO BOCXHUTHUTENbHBIH GacceilH, — KpHUKHyJ
Jxyauan. — MEI ero o cux nop He aameuann. Ba-
TIOILIKH, Ja 3TO NMPOCTO MAaJEHLKHI IIaBaTelbHbII
Gacceiin, caenaHHbit Kak 6yATO HAPOYHO AaA Hacl

— Kuppuncknii niaBaTteabHbIi 6acceifH — KTO
XO04YeT pa3oK OKYHYThCH, N'OHM IATH NeHcoB! — CKa-
3an Ink. — BnipoueM, aaa BaageasueB — Gecrnjar-
Ho. ITouwnu, oH BRIrIAAUT npocTo pockowHo! Y Be1
TOJILKO B3rJIAHMTE: BOJHBI NMEPEKATHIBAIOTCH uyepe3
CKaJIbl M CKaThIBaloTeA B BacceitH. Huuero ayuiue n
He NpUAyMaels!

HeiicTBuTensHO, 3T0 Gbla npeKpacHsblit 6acceiiH,
o6pa3oBaBIUMIICA MEXAY CKaJ, — rayGoKuii, umuc-
THII M He CJIHMIIKOM XoNoAHbIiA. IlerH Haciaakaa-
JINCh BOBCIO: M IUJIECK&JIM BOAOIl APYr HA APYXKKY, H
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1aBaJi, M JeXKaIu Ha Boge. JPKOpPAMXK MomnsiTanach
HBIDHYTb C OAHOI M3 CKAaJI, M NPLDKOK y Hee BhILUeJ
O4YeHb KPaCHBBIM.

— JxopIK MOKeT BhIAEJALIBATDH B BOAE YTO YIOA-
HOl — BocxMIUEeHHO cKasajna AHH. — Kak Gbl MHe
XOTeJIOCh HBIPATh M IJIaBATh TAK K€ XOPOLIO, Kak
Hoxopmk. Ho y MeHA 3TO HUKOrAa He IOJYYMTCA.

— Orciona o4eHb XOpOILO BUAHA CTApasA MOCYaH-
Ha, — 3ametun J>KyamaH, BRIXOAA M3 BOAbI. — AX
1o yepr! MuI sxe He 3axBaTnau ¢ coboit mosoTeHuA.

— [laBaliTe BOCIIOIB3YeMCA OAHUM H3 KOBDH-
KOB — B HEro MOJKHO 3aBEepHYThbCA, — CKasaj
Hduk. — § noiiay u npuHecy camsblit ToHKHit. Cay-
miaiiTe-Ka, a Bbl IIOMHHTE YeMOAAH, KOTOPBIi MbI
Byepa OOGHADYKHJIM Ha ocToBe Kopabna? CrpanHas
mITyka, npasaa?

— OueHp ¥ OYEeHb CTPaHHAaA, — MOATBEPAMNJ
xynanan. — $1 He noHumalo, B YeMm TyT geso. Ha-
0 HAM MOHa6MI0AATh 3a PA3BAJIMHON M NOCMOTPETH,
KTO NPHAET 3a YeMOJAHOM.

— A aymaio, 4TO KOHTpaGaHAUCTBI, €CAM 3TO
KOHTpabaHAMCTHI, YKPaAKON OGOrHYT OCTPOB C 3TOit
CTOPOHBI M TMXOHBKO OTIIPABAT JOAKY K OCTOBY KO-
pabas, — ckasana J»xopax, 3HepruyHO pacTHpasach
nocse Kynanua. — Ham Hago crpoxkaiiiunm obpa-
30M CJeAWTb, He MOABHUTCA JH HA MOpPe KaKOM-HH-
Gyap MajleHbKHMH NMapoXoaMkK, JIOAKa MaKu KopalJb.

— IIpasuabHo. BasxkHo, 4TOGBI OHH HAC He 3aMe-
Tuan, — Berasua JIuxk. — Ecau oHn Hac yBuaAr,
OHM Cpa3y HaCTOPOXXATCH, U Mbl HUYEro He HaiigeM.
OHM cpasy e IepeCTaHyT moceliaTs OCTpoB. f1
npeajaraio KaxaoMy M3 HacC AEeXKYPHTH 110 odepeau,
¢ TeM 4TOOBI MBI Cpa3y € MOIJM CKPLITBCA, Kak
TOJIBKO 3aMeTHM 4TO-HHOYAb N0A03PHUTENBHOE.

— Xopowaa meicasl — oxobpun Kynauan. —
Hy uTo x, A BEITEpcA, HO He MOy CKa3aTh, YTO CO-
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rpencsa. laBaiite npobe:KHMCA OO neuiepsl X BbIMNL-
€M ropAYeHbKOro. A noroM — 3aBTpak. Bor Thl
MOi1, s Gbl, KQXKEeTcA, C'beJ LIeJNYI0 Kypuuy, Aa erue
YTKY B IpUAavy, He roBopA yke 00 MHAeiKe.

Pebara paccmeanucs. Bee Obutn rosogHel. Onu-
MOHECJNCHh K newuepe — Gexxanu Mo necky, nepesies-
JI1 Yepe3d HECKOJIBKO CKaJI, IIOTOM CNyCTHUJIMCH Ha Oe-
per BoaJie Mellephl, & OTTYAA NMPOHMKJIM B GoabluOe
BXOZHOE OTBEpPCTHE, BCe €llle ADKO OCBELLIEHHOe COJI-
HLEM.

YailHUK BeceJo KumneJ, BbiGpaceiBag M3 cBoero
HOCHKAa KJYOBI naoa.

— JHocranbte BeTuMHY, GyxaHKy xJueba u Ty
6aHKY NHMKyJeil, KOTOPYI0O MBI 3aXBATHUJH C CO-
6oit, — cxomangosan >xyauan. — §I orkporo Gan-
Ky Monoka. J[»)KopaK, BO3bMH NayKy Kaxkao U BOH
TOT KYBLUMH W NPUIOTOBbL HAM Kakao, 4Tobb! XBa-
THJIO HA BCEX. _

— o uero xe s cuacTaMBa, — cKasajna AHH,
CHJEBLIAA y BXOAA B MeLIEpy M yIuleTaBluas CBOi
3aBTPAK. — OTO TAKOE BOCXHUTHUTEJIbHOE YYBCTBO.
3HaTb, YTO MBI Ha HAllleM OCTPOBE, COBEPLUEHHO Of-
HH, 6e3 B3POCJALIX, M MOXEM JeJaTh BCe, UTO H3AY-
maercsal

OcrasnbHbBle AyMald TOYHO Tak xe. Jla U JeHs
BBIJAJICA 3aMedaTesIbHbI: He6o 1 Mope GBIIM TaKm-
mu cuHuMu-cuHumul OHM cupenu, enu, UM, TO-
rAAABIBAJIM HA MOpe, CAeAMJM IjadaMH, KakK BOJ-
Hbl, YAAPAACh O CKAJILI II03agM CTAPOM IOCYAMHBI,
pa3buBaloTca Ha Meakue Gpwiaru. Beper B camom
naene GbL1 OYeHb CKaJUCThIM.

— JlaBaiiTe HaBeeM y ceGs B mellepe MOJHBIH
NnopAAoOK, — CKasdaja AHH, camMas aKKypaTHas u3
yeTbipex pebAT u mobuBLIAA NOUIPATh BeManbl-Ma-
MbI®», KaK TOJBKO IPEACTABJAJCA YAOOHBINH CcAy-
yait. — 910 OyAer Hallle MXKUJMIUE, HAWl J0M. Mbl
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YCTPOHM 4eThIpe HacToAluue rocreau. U y xaxxaoro
6ynet cBoe mecTo, rae moxHo 6yzer cuaets. Kpome
TOro, Mbl pDa3JIO(KHM BCe AKKypaTrHO Ha Toi GoJb-
o kameHHoM rnosike. Ee cioBHO a1 Hac caenanu!

— Ilycts AHH oaHa MrpaeT BeNarnbl-MaMbI», —
ckasana J[PKOpIIK, KOTOPOi XOTeJIOCh ele HeMHOIo
nopasmMAThCA. — A MBI MOIEM M HapBeM BepecKa
ana nocreneit. Jal A kak Hacyer TOro, 4tofbI roHa-
Gaonars 3a OCTOBOM Kopabas M IIpOCJEeANTb, KTO
Tyna AaBUTCA?

— HIa, 310 BaxxHO, — cpady e npusHaa xy-
JunadH. — 5 sacTymunio Ha BaxTy nepsbiM. Jlyuiee
MecTO AaA HaGIIofeHna — BepxXyluKa yTteca, paMo
Haja Hawueill newiepost. 5 oTeIILY KYCT MOXKIKeBeJb-
HMKAa, KOTOPBIl CKPOET MEeHA OT KOro Obl TO HH ObI-
JI0, KTO OKa)XeTca B Mope. A Bbl, OCTaJIbHBIE, CTY-
naiite 3a BepeckoM. [lexxyputs Gyaem no asa udaca.
Ecan oxora, MOXKHO YMUTATb, HO IJIaBHOE — He 3a-
6GBIBATH CJAEAUTH 38 MOPEM.

Ouk c JKopaX OTHpaBMJIMCL 3a BepecKOoM,
Joxyauan B3obpancAa HaBepx MO y3JIOBATOMY KaHa-
Ty, OAMH KOHell KOTOpPOoro 6bLI NMPOYHO NPUBA3AH K
OrpOMHOMY CTapOMy KODHIO MOYK)KEBeJIbHHKAa, a
APYroif mo-npexxHemy cBucaia B newuepy. OH mnoga-
HSJICA HA BEPUIMHY yTeca M, NMBIXTH, YyJerca Ha Be-
pecke.

OH He BHJeJ Ha MOpe PEIUHUTENBHO HUYEro, Kpo-
Me MAasAyMBLUeN0 rAe-TO Ha TrOPM3OHTE, 3a MHOIo
MWJIbL OTCIOAA, Goabiuoro mapoxoza. OH Jexan Ha
COJHIIe, HACJAXKAAACH TEILUIOM, KOTOpPO€ BIIMTLIBAJ
BCEMM CBOMMH nopamu. JlexxypcTBo obemano GbITh
OYeHb MPUATHBLIM 3aHATHeM]

OH casllnan, Kak AHH HaneBaeT B rneluepe, Npu-
BOAA B MNOPAAOK cBoiiegoM». Ee ronoc, JOHOCHB-
LUIMICA CKBO3b OTBEPCTHE B KpbIlle Meluepnl, 3BY-
yan npurayumeHHo. Jxynauan yasilbuyaca. On
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3HaJ, 4TO AHH noJaydaer oT cBoelt paboTsl OrpoMHOe
YAOBOJILCTBHE.

Tak oHo u 6bu10. OHA mepeMbLIa NOCYAY, KOTO-
poii OHM mNOJABL3OBAIHMCH 34 3aBTPAKOM, B OYEHbL
yaobGHON Jy»KHuLe AOMXKAEBON BOALI BO3Jje IIELUEpHI.
TUMMH TOXe IMOJB3OBAJICA €10, HO OH, KAK BHUIHO,
He BO3p&XKaJ NPOTHB TOro, YTobsl AHH HCNOJBL30BA-
JIa ero NMUTHEBYIO BOAY AJIA MEITbA TOCYAbI, XOTH
OHA K CO4YJIa HYKHBIM Nnepes HUM MOBHMHHUTHLCH.

— Tummu, ayueyka, NMPOCTH, e€CIH A MCIOPUYY
TBOIO IIMTHEBYIO BOAY, — CKadajia OHa, — HO Bedb
THI TAKOW padymHuIll necl 5 3nalo: ecain Tebe BAPYT
MOKAYKeTCA, YTO BOJA CTANA HEBKYCHOM, ThI MOii-
Aellb U Haiaelwsb cefe APYTYIO JYKULLY.

— TaBl — ckasan Tummu u nobGeskasn BCTpeyaTh
Jxopnk, Koropasa Bo3Bpawuanach ¢ JInkom, aep:xa
OXAanKy MATKON0 apoOMATHOrO BepecKa IUIA MOCTe-
Jeit.

— Iopmx, moxanyiicra, OCTaBb BePeCK CHapy-

XM, — cKasana AHH. — §I npuroTosalo0 mocrenu,
Koraa Bce y MeHsa Gyaer roroBo.
— Hperl — cornacunace Kopax. — A Mbl

noiaeM M npuHeceM ewue. J[0 yero ke NPUATHO 3a-
HHUMATLCA BceM atuml

— IIxyanaH B3oOpaJics 10 KAHATY HA BEPLUHHY
yteca, — coobuuna AHH. — Ecau oH saameTuT 4yro-
HUOyab HeoObIYHOE, OH 'POMKO KPMKHeT. AX, A TaK
HaZeoch, YTOo 3T0 npousoitger! A Be1?

— 9r0 6ew10 6HI y2KACHO MHTepecHol — corya-
cunca JIuk, ob6pymnBaa Ha THUMMH CBOIO OXamnKy
BepecKa, M3-1noj KOTopo# TOro nmoutH He GLLJIO BUA-
Ho. — Ax, npocty, TUMMH, — 3TO THI TaM OKa3ai-
ca. Bor Gegusral

AnH nposesia o4eHb cyacTanBoe yrpo. OHa oueHn
KPacHBO Da3JIOXKMJIAa BCé HA TNOJIKe — IMOCYARY, HO-
KM, BIJIKM M JOXKKH — B OJHOM MECTe, CKOBODOAKY
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U 4YalfHUK — B APYIOM, MACHbIeé KOHCEPBbI — OT-
JeJIbHO, CYNBl — OTAEAbHO, & GaHKH GPYKTOBBHIX
KOHCEpPBOB AKKYPATHO B3rpoMO3guja ADPYr Ha ApY-
ra. ITosyunnacs 3ameuaTensHaa Kaagosas u Gyder!

Ona 3aBepHyna Bech xJe§ B CTApylO CKaTepTs,
KOTOPYIO OHM 3aXBaTHJIHM ¢ cofoif, 1 3acyHyJia ero B
AaJbHUI YTOJ Meluepsl — caMoe MpoXJiafHoe Mec-
TO, KOTOpPOe TOJBKO MOXKHO ObLr1o HamntH. Tyna xe
AeBOYKa IOCTAaBHJIA KOHTelHeph! ¢ Boxoit U OyThLa-
KM C TIMBOM.

ITocne aroro AHH nNpuHANAcCh YCTPAMBATH IOCTE-
an. Ona peuiusia ycTpouTs ABa GONABIIMX XOPOLUMX
Joxka nmo ofeMM CTCNOHAaM meluepsl. « [[axopmxK, A u
Tum GyaeMm criaTh Ha 3TOl CTOpOHe, — AyMaJia OHA
npo cefsA, AEJOBMTO NPUMHHAA BepecK, 4Tobbl MnpH-
aate emy dopmy marpaua, — a JxyauaH u [[uk
MOTYT PacnoJIOKHUTHCA Ha APyro# cropoHe. MHe mo-
Haao0MTCA ellle MHOIO BepecKas.

— Al 910 ™1, Ouxk? Kak pas soBpemal Mhue
HY’KHO elle BePecKa..

Bckope nocrenu npuobpenn oyeHb KPacHBBIMA
BMI, Ha KaxAayio Obla mocTeseH CTapblif KOB-
PMK, KOTOPBIH AoMKeH GBI CAYXKHUTH OZEAJIOM,
a ABa KOBPHKAa mnoJaydiue GblAM mpeBpallleHbl B
nokpeisana. JMBaHHBIE TMOAYIUKHM TNpeBpaTH-
JHCh B OGLIKHOBeHHRIe. « Kak ankKo, 4TO MBI He
3axBaTuAN ¢ coboit HOuHble pyGalIKKM M MHXKa-
MbI, — aymana AHH. — f 6Bl Moraa UX aKKy-
PATHO CJOXXHMTh M MOAJMOXKHUTH MNOA MOAYLUKH.
Hy Bot! Tenmeps Bce BHITAAAUT OYeHb MHJO. Y
HaC NpeKpacHBLI# aomls

JxxynnaH cnycTMsCA no KaHaty B newepy. OH
BOCXMLLEHHO OIJIALEJCA BOKDYT.

— YecTHoe c10BO, AHH, melepa MMeeT IpeBoC-
xonHblit BUA! Bece B nosHOM mopsaaKe, BCe TaAK aKKy-
paTtHo npubpano. Tel Mononen, AeBuyLuKal
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AHH npuaTtHa Oblaa noxsasa J[»KyauaHa, XOTA
eif ¥ He MOHPABWJIOCh, YTO OH HA3BaJ ee AeBYYLl-
KOI.

— [Ha, Bce BHIMIAAMT O4YEHb CMMIIATHYHO, BEp-
HO? — ckasana ona. — Ho, J[)Kya1uaH, nouemy Tbl
He Qe)KypHIUb HaBepxy?

— A ceiiuac — ouepeas Jluka. J[Ba yaca ucrek-
au. Ilocaymwait, y Hac ecTb ¢ coboit Kakoe-HHGYAbL
neyeHse? S Gbl He MpPOYb CHLECTh MAPOYKY IEeYeHb-
M1, AYMAalo, YTO M Apyrue He OoTKaxytcA. Jlasaiite
BCe TNOAHMMEMCA HaBepX H TMOeAHMM IeYeHbe.
Jxopmk u Tummu yake Tam, ¢ Jlukom.

AHH TOYHO 3HaJAa, Ile CTOMT KOpoOKa C MNeyeHb-
€M, OCTaBAJIOCh TOJBLKO PYKY NpOoTAHYTh. OHA BHIHY-
Jla JecATh LUTYK M B3oOpanach Ha BepLUMHY yTeca.
IxynuaH NOAHAJCA TyAa MO KaHaty. Bckope Bce
NATEPO CHAENH Bo3Je GONBIIOro KycTa MOMKKEBelb-
HUKA U OTKYChIBAJIM mnedyeHbe. TUMMH TOXe cuien ¢
HMMH, HO OH He OTKYChIBAJ NedeHbe, a IJIOTaJ le-
JIMKOM.

JleHb mpolues O4YeHb NMPHUATHO, A€JaTh OCOOEHHO
610 Heyero. OHM CMeHStIM ApPYT Apyra Ha HaGuio-
parteabHoM BeiuKe. IlpaBaa, [ kyanany npuiioch
CTPOrO OTYMUTaTh AHH 3a TO, YTO AHEM, BO BpeMA
cBoeil BaxThl, OHA 3acHyJja. OHa 6bu1a OYeHb NpH-
CTbXKEHa M ILIaKaia.

— Tl elle CIMIIKOM Masa, 4To0bl JAeXKYPUTH Ha
BBILLIKE, — BOT 4YTO A Tebe ckaxy, — 3aaBua Jxy-
auaH. — Jlyyiue yx 3TuM 3aiiMeMcsa MBI Tpoe M
Tummu.

— O =Her, no3BOJAL MHE TOXE, — MoOJHJA
Aun. — 51 Goasllle HUKOrAa, HUKOrAa He 3acHy. Jle-
JIO B TOM, YTO COJIHLIE TAK CHJILHO r'peJo, H...

— Heuero npuaymeiBaTh onpaBgaHusa, — obop-
Bas ee Jl)xyauan. — Ot 3TOro Bce CTAHOBUTCH TOJb-
Ko xyxxe. Hy nagHo, M1 nagum tebe elie oqHy BO3-
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MOXKHOCTBh MCHBITATh ce0A, AHH; ITIOCMOTPHUM, AOCTa-
TOYHO JIX THI B3pocjas, 4Tobhl AeJaTh TO, YTO Jesa-
€M MBl.

Ho HecMOTpPA Ha TO, YTO OHM AKKYPATHO CMEHA-
JM ApYr Apyra ¥ BHHUMATEJIBHO CJEAWUJM, He II0A-
BUTCA JIM B MOpe KakKoe-HHOYAb IOJ03PHUTENLHOE
CYAHO, HU OXHOrO He noABmwIOoCh. Jletn GblIM pa3o-
yapoBaHel. M Tak y»KacHO XOTeJIOCh Y3HATb, KTO M
noyeMy OCTABHMJI Ha CTApOH MOCyaAMHE 4YeMOAaH M
YTO B 3TOM YE€MOLAHE COAEPIKMUTCA.

— A reneps, noanyi, nopa JOKHTLCH, — CKa-
3an Jl>KyamaH, KOriaa COJIHLE OIyCTWIOCh COBCEM
HU3KO. — Yike okoio aesatu. Ilomwm! S nmpocro
MeYTalo IMOCIaTh HAa 3TUX M3YMHTEJBHBIX MOCTENAX,
KOTOpBbIe TaK MCKYCHO ycTpouja AHH!



TJIABA YETHBIPHAIIIATAA
HouHo#t nepenoaox

B nemepe 6bL10 TeMHO, He HACTOJIbLKO, IpaBia,
yToGbl 3)KMraThb CBedy, HO IIDH CBeTe CBe4YH Bce
BOKPYT K&XKeTCA TAKMM YIOTHBIM, YTO TPYAHO GBLIO
yaepxKaTbca OT cobnazHa. AHH CHAJA C ITOJKH IOA-
CBEeYHHK M 3XKrJja cBedyy. B Ty ke CeKYHAYy BOKDYT
sansacand npuyyanusble TeHH. Ilewuepa cosceM
npeofpasnjach M CTajJa Kakoi-TO BOJIHYIOLLE He-
3HAKOMOIf, He MOXOXKei Ha Ty, YTO OHM INMPHBBIKJINA
BUAETH JHEM.

— Kak xopowo 6su10 661 pa3BecTH KoOCTep, —
cKasana AHH.

— To1 uro?! Tyr crano 6ul CAMILIKOM apKo, aa
4 ABIM IIPOCTO BBIKYpHUJ 6Bl HAC OTCIOAa, — BO3pa-
aua xyanan. — B rakoii meuiepe Henb3A pasBo-
OMTb OMOHb — 3J1eCh HeT TPyGhI.

— Kak aro Her?l — ckasasa AHH, yKasbiBas
najablEeM Ha AbIpY B Kpblilie. — Ecau Gul MBI paaBe-
JHX OroHb MOJ CcaMOif AbIPOif, OHA BBINOJHANA Obl
poJib ALIMOBOI TpyGbl. Pa3Be HeT?

— Bo3MOXHO, — HeyBepeHHO OTO3BaJCA
Iux. — Ho a comHeBarock. MBI MpOCTO HANOJAHUIU
6B neuLlepy YAYLLUAIOILIMM ALBIMOM H He CMOILJIH Obl
craThb, cTaau Obl 3aJbIXATLCA.

— B taxom caydyae Hesb3A JM Pa3BeCTH OrOHb Yy
BXOJa B reiuepy? — HaCTOMYHMBO npoaoskana AHH,
KOTOpaA CYHUTajla, YTO B HACTOALLEM J0OMe Tie-TO
o0A3aTeJbHO JOKEeH ropets oroHb. — Hy xoTsa Obl
LA TOro, 4ro0bl OTIIyrMBaTh AMKHX 3Bepei, a, pe-
6ara?l Tak miogu nocTynajam B APEBHOCTH. OTO Ha-
NMCAaHO B OAHOM M3 MOMX y4eGHMKOB I10 HMCTOPHH.
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OHM 3a)KUraaMU MO HOYAM KOCTPHI Y BXOAA B IeLle-
PY, uTOOBI OTIIYTHYTh AUKHX 3Bepeil, KOTOpbIe MOr-
au 6poauts rae-HuOyab mobaAN30CTH.

— Hy a kaxue, no-tBoeMy, ZUKHe 3BepH MOTYT
MOAKPACTLCA M 3AIVIAHYTH B Hally neiuepy? — Je-
HUBO cnpocman JDkyamaH, jgonuBas Kakao. —
JIeBb1? Turpsi? Mau, Moxer GbITh, Thl GOHLIBCA, HE
noABUIMUCH GbI CJIOHBI?

Bce paccmesanucs.

— Her, 7 BOBCce He AyMalo, YTO ABATCA 3BEpPH
BpoOJe 3THUX, — CKa3dana AHH, — M Bce ke Gb110 6bI
O4YeHb NMPUATHO, ecau Obl MoGAM30CTH ropes SAPKUii
OrOHb, Ha KOTOPBIA MOKHO 6b1J1I0 GBI CMOTpETH, ITe-
pea TeM KakK 3aCHYTb.

— Moker, AHH AyMmaeT, K HaM ABATCA KPOJUKU
M HA4yHYT IpbI3Th Nablbl y HAC HA HOrax, — same-
tua JJuk.

— T'aB! — ckasan THM ¥ HaBOCTPHJ yLIH — 3TO
OH fAejajJ Bceraa npd MajeiflueM YNOMMHAHHUHU O
KPOJMKAaXxX.

— §1 He AyMalO, YTO HAM HYKeH KOCTep, — 3af-
Bua I)xyanaH. — Beas ero MoryT 3aaMeTHTh € MOpH,
M OH OTHyrHer Jioboro, KTo cobupaica BbICATUTHCA
Ha OCTpPOBe M 3aHATHCA KOHTpabaHzoil.

— Tbt He npas, Xyauan, — cpaay »xKe BO3-
pasuna J[»)KOpa)X, — BXOX B 3Ty IeLIepy CKDPBIT
TaK XOpOLIO, YTO A yBepeHa — YBHAEThb OrOHb

C MOpA COBEpLUEHHO HEeBO3MOyKHO. Ilepea Hammu
TAHETCA LeJaA Leno4YyKa BBICOKMX CKaJ, KOTO-
pble MOJHOCTHI 3aKPBIBAIOT BXOA B Melepy.
Ilo-moemy, pa3BecTH OroHb O6b10 6B OYEHBb
npuaTHO. OH 6Bl OCBETHJI IelLUepy TAKMM MNpH-
YyaAJUBBLIM CBeTOM, Bce GBI CTaJ0 Ka3aThCA Ta-
KHM BOJIHYIOLIUM, MHTEPECHBIM...

— Monogeu, Hxopax! — BOCKAMKHYJa AHH B
BOCTOPre, 4TO HAlllIa MOAJEPIKKY.
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— Hy nagHo, HO He MOXKEM Ke MBI ceifyac Tak
Bor u GpocuTeca cobupars Yypku, — 3aaBua Mk,
KOTOPKII CAMIIKOM yAOGHO yCTpOMJICH, YTOOBI ABH-
HYTBCS C MECTa.

— W He Hamo, — mnoOCHelLIHO BCTaBUJa AHH. —
S cama 3anacaa cerogHs LEJYyI0 Ky4dy M CIOpATaIa
UX B JaJbHEM YTIJy NeLiephl Ha CAydail, eclIH Mbl
3aXOTHM DA3BECTH KOCTEP.

— Hy kaxkasn e y Hac YyJieCHas MaJleHbKasa Xo-
aaiomKal — BOCXMINEHHO BOCKJIMKHyJa JxKynu-
aH. — Ona cnocofHa 3aCHYTh HA BaxTe, HO KoOraa
pe4yb MAET O TOM, 4TOOBLI NpEeBPATHUTH ITEllepy B Ha-
cToALLMIT JOM AJA HAC, TYT OHa He apemier. JlagHo,
AnH, Mbl passeaem ana teba xocrepl

Bce BcTanu M npuTalmuMan JYYHHKH, CJO-
JKeHHble B ray6uHe mewiepnl. AHH mno6GeIBaja
BO3Jle BODOHbLei GallHM M HacoOupana HeCKOJb-
KO OXalnoOK NPYTHKOB, KOTOPbIe NTHULLI OGPOHM-
JH, KOrja CTPOMJH CBOM rHeasna Ha Gawne. Jly-
YUHKH YJOXKHUJIM TAaKUM oOpasom, uToGmI moJy-
ymyIcA xopownit HeGoabiuoi kKocTepok. JlKynau-
aH NpUHeC, KpPoOMe TOro, Ky4y BBICOXILIHX MOp-
CKHUX Bogopocaeit, 4YToObl mOAGPOCHMTL M HX B
OrOHb.

OHH pa3oKriu KocTep y Bxoaa B newepy. Cyxue
npyThA 3aropeauchk MrHoseHHo. Torma aeTu BepHy-
JUCh Ha CBOM BEPECKOBbIe Marpausbl, YyJerjiuch M
CTaJM CMOTpPETh Ha NpbIraloluue A3LIKH MJaMeHH.
KpacHoe cBeueHHe KOCTDa 3aJIMJIO MelUepy KaKHM-
TO GaHTACTHYECKHM CBETOM.

— Kaxk BocxuturenbHol — mpoJenetraia Iosay-
conHaa AuH. — IIpocto npenecrs. Dit, Tummu, mno-
ABMHBCA HEMHO)KKO. Twl Bceill cBoeit TAXKECTbIO
yJerca MHe Ha Hord. J[opmx, npuaBuHp Tummn
nobnanke K cebe. Thl Beab NMPHUBLIKJIA, YTOOLI OH Jie-
xKax Ha tebe.
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— CnokoitHOM HOYM, — ITPOM3HEC COHHLIM I'OJIO-
com [Iuk. — OroHs goropaer, HO i He B COCTOAHHUM
BCTaTh ¥ noaAGpocuTsL B Hero ApoB. SI yBepeH, YTO OH
y)Ke yCIieJl OTHYrHYTh BCE€X JbBOB, THUIDOB, MeJBe-
Aei U CJIOHOB.

— Hy wu rayno! — orosBanacs AuH. — He-
4Yero MeHA APAa3HUTh — ThHI IOJYYHJ OT KOCTpa
He MeHbuIe yIOoBOJALCTBHA, YeMm sl CrnokoitHoii
HOYH.

Bce sacHyau, M KaXAablit BUAen BO CHe ca-
Mble padHele Bewiu. Bapyr JlKyamaH npocHyJ-
ca. Ero pa3byaun KakKoi-TO CTPAHHBIA 3BYK.
OH noJeXaql HEKOTOpOe BpEeMA HeNnoABHIKHO,
NPHUCAYLINBAACH.

TUMOTH PbIYAT HU3KHUM IopJaoBbIM Gacom:

— P-p-p-p-p... T-p-p-p-pl

J>KopmK ToMe IPOCHYJIaChb M COHHO IMPOTAHYJA
K ICY DYKY.

— B yem geno, Tum? — crnpocuaa oHa.

— On uro-10 yeasiuan, J»KopaK, — THXOHBKO
npou3dHec J[>)KyJuaH cO CBOEro Jioka Ha MPOTHBOIIO-
JIOXKHOM CTOPOHE Meluepsl.

Joxopmk ocropoxkHo cena. TMMMHM npoaosxan
pLIYaTh.

— -1l — ckasana Ixopax, 1 oH ymonk. Ilec
cuzes BHINMPAMHUBIINCH, IOCTABHB YIUH TOPYKOM.

— MoxeT, 3TO KOHTpaGaHAHUCTHI ABHJIHCH
nocpexM HOUYH;* — mnpowenTrana J[MKOpAXK M MO-
4YyBCTBOBAJIA, KAaK MO ee chnHHe npobexxan
CTpaHHBIN KoJ0OuYHit xonoaok. Ilouemy-To ZHeMm
MBICAb O KOHTpabGanauctax Obiza BOJMHYOLIEH H
Jaxke TNPHUATHONI, a BOT HOYBIO Bce o6GcTOANO
uHaye. J[P>KOpAK BOBCE He XOTEJOCh BCTPETHUTLCA
B AAHHBIA MOMEHT C KeM-JH60 H3 HHX.

— Iloitay Hapy:Ky, IOCMOTDIO, HE YBHIKY JIM 4Ye-
ro, — ckasan JxyauaH, NogHUMAasaCh C IOCTEaH
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GecluyMHO, uToOnl He pa3byants uka. — Iloaum-
MYCh IT0 KAHATy Ha BepluuuHy yreca. OrTyaa ayuie
BHIHO.

— Bo3smMu Moit ¢oHaApHK, — NpeaIoXuJIa
Ixopmxk, Ho J)KyauaH oTKasaica.

— Cnacu6o, He Hago. I npekpacHo Haligy aopo-
ry ¢ IMOMOLUBIO Yy3JIOB HA KAHATe — JJIA 3TOr0 MHe
He 00A3aTeJIbHO BUJAETb.

OH CKpBLLICA BO ThMe; T€JO ero IoBOPauYMBAJIOCH
BMECTe C KDYTHMBIIMMCA KaHaTroM. MaabyuK B30-
6pajca Ha yTeCc M yCTpeMHMJ B30p Ha mope. Hous
6bL1a OYeHb TEMHON, U OH He MOr pa3rjaAeTb HH
€IMHOro CyaHa, Ja)ke ocTOB pa3buroro kopabasa He
6bLT BUAEH — TaKOM BOKDYr CTOAJX Mpaxk.sJKanko,
410 NYHBI HeT, — noayman J:kyauan. — Torna 6u1
A, MOXKET, U yBUJEJ YTO-HUOYAb».

HecKoabKO MMHYT OH ITPOAOJIKAJ BriAAALIBATHLCA
B TEMHOTY, & TIOTOM 4Yepe3 ALIPY B KphILIe Melepsl
0 Hero xoHeccA royoc xopmk. OH 3Byuas CJI0BHO
GBI BO3JIe €ro HOr.

— Jxyaunan! BuaHo uto-uubyan? Xouewus, s
MOAHUMYCB?

— PeumnTtesbHO HUYEro He BMAHO, — OTKJIHK-
HyJcA oH. — A uto, TUMMHM Bce ele npogoykKaer
peryaTs?

— Jla, KaK TOJILKO i CHUMAIO PYKY C ero ouiei-
HHUKA, OH ONATh HAYMHAET DLIYATh, — OTBETHUJA
Jhxopak. — YMa He NPHJIOKKY, UTO MOIJIO €ro Tak
BCTPEBOXKHTb.

Bapyr Hxynuan uto-TO yBuaea. I'ze-To panexo
3a LIEMOYKOi CKaJl OH yBHAeJ cBeT. 910 6bLI0 npu-
MEpHO B TOM CaMOM MecCTe, I'le HaXOAWJach cTapas
nocyauHal Ila, Ha ocroBe Kopabna ABHO HaXOAMJICA
KTO-TO ¢ QoHapem!

— JHxopax! IToguumuces ciogal — ckasan OH,
HAKJIOHMBILUHCH K AbIpe.
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Jxopmx Bckapafkanace nmo KaHaty, 6bicTpo mne-
pebupan pykamu, Kak ofe3baHka. Privamero Tu-
MOTH OHA OCTaBMJa BHH3Y. JleBouKa ycenach pagoM
¢ J>xyauaHOM Ha CaMoif BepILIHHe yTeca.

— Buauws crapyio nocyauHy, CMOTPHM BOH
rynal — ckasan Ixyauan. — Ilpasaa, camy
pasBaJIMHY He BHMAHO — CJHIUKOM TEMHO, HO
MOXXHO BHJeTh GOHApb, KOTOPHI KTO-TO ycTa-
HOBHJI TaM.

— [Ja, Ha Haweit pazBaJIHe KTO-TO €CTb, M OH
Tam ¢ oHapem! — B0O36yKAEHHEBIM I'0OJIOCOM OTO3BA-
aace Ixxopmx. — MHTEpecHO, KTO 3TO — KOHTpa-
GaHAMCTHI, ABUBLIHECA C OYepPeAHBIM rpy3om?

— A MoXKeT, KTO-TO mpuilesa 3a yemogaHom? —

samerna xyaunan. — Hy uto ik, 3aBTpa y3Haem:
noiiaemM u nocmotrpuM. Cmorpu! K10 661 TaM HH Ha-
XOAMJICA, OH ceifyac OTMpaBAAETCA MpO4Yb — CBET

¢onapa cnabeer. BepoATHO, OHM cagATCA B JIOAKY,
KOTOpas MojolIa K pa3saauHe c60Ky. A BOT CBeT M
BOBCE HCue3.

JdeTH HanparaauM cayx, IMObITAACh pacCJbl-
lWIATh IIJIECK BeceJ MJAM roJoca, pa3HoCALLHecH
Hax sogoit. O6oMM mnoKas3ajsoch, YTO OHHU CJIbI-
uaT roJsoca.

— Jloaka, HaBepHOe, OTYAJINJIA B CTOPOHY KaKo-
ro-Hubyas Kopabaa MM APYroro cyaHa, — cKasaj
Ixynunan. — MHe Kaxerca, A BUXKY KaKOii-To cJa-
6u1it cBeT BOH TaM, B Mope, cMoTpu-Ka! Moxker, noxa-
Ka ABMKETCA K HeMy?

Huvuero Goabuie He 661710 HU BUAHO, HH CJBILLIHO,
TaK 4YTO Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMA ABoe pelAT CIycTH -
JMCh TI0 KAaHATy Hasaa, B mewmepy. OHM He cranu
6yaAuTh OCTAJNBLHBIX, IO-NPE)KHEMY CIABIIMX MHP-
HbIM cHOM. TumMoTH moackouua u auanya xyaua-
Ha 1 J[>KopmxK, pamocTHO nockyausasa. OH Gosablue
He pPhIYAJ.
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— Tsl xopourasa cobaxka, na? — ckasan Jxyan-
aH, JAaCKOBO NOXJonbiBasg ero. — OT TBOMX YYyTKHX
yuieii HUKOra HUYero He yCKOJb3HeT!

TumoTy onATh yJjerca Ha HorH J[xopmx. Beuio
COBEepLLUEHHO ACHO, YTO TON0, KTO BO3MYTHJ €ro Cro-
KoiicTeue, nobausoctu Goubiue He Gbino. BepoAaTHo,
€ro BCTPEBOXKHJIO TOABJEHHEe Ha CTapoy pasBajiMHe
KAKOro-TO 4Yy>XOIo 4YeJIOBeKa, a TO M HEeCKOJIbKHMX
mioneit. Hy 4To 3K, 3aBTpa yTPOM OHM TYJa CXOAAT U
MOCMOTPAT, YTO YHECEHO C Pa3BaJMHBI WJIH, MOXET,
JOCTABJIEHO TYA& 3TOH HOYBIO.

Ha cnexgyoiuee yTpo, ycasixas pacckad Jkynu-
aHa o npouciueaeM, AHH ¥ J[MK CTpallHO BO3MYy-
THJINCD.

— To1 o6sa3an Geln Hac pa3byaursl — cepauTo
BOCKJUKHYJ JIHK.

— Mz 661 1 pa3byaunun, ecaum Obl YTO-HUOYAB
MOXKHO OGbLIO pa3raaneTrs, — 3aAaBuaa JHKopmx. —
Ho xpome csBera ¢oHapA HH4Yero He GbLIO BHUIHO.
IIpasaa, HaM MOKA3aJ0Ch, MbI CJABIILIAJIA IOJIOCA.

Korma BOAHBI JOCTATOMHO CXJBIHYJHM, AETH U
THUMOTH ABHHYJHKCH IO CKAJIaM B CTOPOHY pa3buroro
Kopabnsa. OHM BcKapaOKaaMCh Ha HAKJIOHHYIO
CKONB3KYI0 nany6y, Noraaaeau B CTOPoHy mkaduu-
Ka, rae croan yemoxaHumk. Ha ator pas asepua
mkKabyuka G6pL1a 3aKphITA.

IxynuaH, CKOJAb3A, NPpUGIN3NICA K HEMY U IIO-
MBITAJICA OTKDBITh. KTO-TO CyHYN B Lesb K€peBAlL-
KY, 4T0O0bI INKadYUK He pacKpeiBaicA. J[KyamnaH ee
BBITAILMJ, U JBepIA JIErKO OTKPbLIach.

— Ecre Tam ewme uro-uubyan? — cmpocuaa
JxopaK, ocTOpPOoKHO npoaBuraAck K JKyanany no
CKOJIL3KOM marybe.

— JHa, — BockaukHya Jkyauan. — Ilornaau-
Ka, KoHcepsbll Yaluku, TapeaKM M BCAKAA BCAYHU-
Ha — Kak ecau Obl KTO-TO ewue cobpanca nepeGpaTh-
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Csl Ha OCTPOB M NOXXHUTh TyT. Hy He cTpaHHO JHM 3TO
Bce? YemonaHYHK TOXKe Bce elue 3xech. Ilo-npexHe-
My 3amepr. A BOT — CBeYM, MaJEHLKAA JlamMIa M
Ky4ya BCAKOro tpanes. Ina dero agech Bce 3To?

HeficrBurensHo, 3ro Oblna 3araakal JDxynauan
AOJIrO MOPIUMI J100, NEITAACH €e PA3rajaTh.

— Iloxoke Ha TO, YTO KTO-TO coOMpaeTca BbIca-
AUTHCA HA 3TOM OCTPOBE M KaKOe-TO BpeMs IOXKHTh
TYyT — BEPOATHO, YTOOBI JOXKJAAThCA M 3abpars Te
KOHTpabaHAHbIEe TOBaphHl, KoTophle 6yayT cioga xo-
craBaensl. Hy uro x, GyaeM cieauTb 3a HUMH JeHb
M HOub!

OHM ywau co CcTapoil NOCYAMHBI O4YeHb
B3BOJIHOBaAHHBIE. Y HHX OBIJIO npeKpacHoe IIO-
TalfHOe MecTO — mnellepa, rage HMKTO HHUKOMM
o6pasom He mor ux Ha#ta. 1 u3 aroro noraii-
HOro MeCTa OHM MOrJH CJEeJUTh 38 BCAKHUM, KTO
NOABUTCA HA OCTOBe KopabJa MJAM MOKHHET ero,
KaK M 3a BCAKHM, KTO CO CTAPOM MOCYAMHEI Ile-
pefepeTca Ha OCTpPOB.

— A Kak HacuyeT TOi MaJeHbKO# GyXTOYKH, rae
MBI OCTABMJIM Hamy JoAKy? — CHOpOCHJIA BAPYr
Jxopaxk. — OHM Beab MOIVIM BOCIIOJb30BATBLCA
aroit 6yxToukoii, ecan npubeiam Ha jgoake. IoGu-
paThCA A0 OCTPOBA CO CTApPOM IMOCYAMHBI JOBOJBLHO
OIacHO, eciu GbI KTO-TO MOMBITAJICA MONAaCcTh OTTYAA
Ha Gamkaiuuii cKaaucThIi yuyacToK Gepera.

— Ho Beasp, ecan KTo-TO noGuiBas B Haiueit Oyx-
TOYKe, OH HABePHAKA yBHAea Hawuy Joakyl — c
TpeBoroit BOCKINKHya Juk. — Iloxkanyii, Ham Ha-
A0 ee KaK cjeayeTr CrpATaTh. )

— Kakum ob6pazom? — cnpocuna AHH, mnoay-
MaBllasA, 4YTO CIIPATATh TaKylo GonbuIyio JoaAKy Oy-
AET eJIOM HeJIerKHM.

— He 3nalo, — ckasan xyaunan. — Hano moii-
TH [I0OCMOTDETb.
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Bce uerBepo B conpoBoxaeHHH TuMMH Ha-
npaBuauch K 6yXTouke, B KOTOPYIO OHHM 3aBeJaH
cBoI0 J0AKY. OHa Onla BHITALLlEHA AAJNEKO Ha
Geper, 4ToOM OO0 Hee He AOXOAMJIHM BOJIHHI.
Hxopmx ocHoBaTeabHO ofcnenosana GyXTOuYKYy,
M y Hee DOAHNACH HAeA.

— Kaxk B aymMaeTe, MOXKeM MBI OTTAILUMTH HAa-
uIy JIOAKY 3a 3Ty Goasiuyio ckany? Ona ckpuina 6b1
JIOAKY NOYTH IOJHOCTHIO, XOTA, KOHEYHO, BCAKMIA,
KTO ofoiifer ckany, cpasy e ee YBUAUT.

Pebara peurmau, yto nonpobosaTh CTOMUT. IIbIx-
TA X OTAYBAACh, OHM OTTAIUMJIH JIOAKY 3a CKAIY,
KOTOpAA MOYTH IOJHOCTHIO CKPBIJIA ee.

— Xopowmol — obwasmna Jxopax, Koropas
cnyctunach B 6yXTOuKy, YTOOBI IPOBEPHTH, KaKas
4acTh JIOAKHM OTTyAa BUAHA. — Kycouek Kopnyca
Bce-Taky BuaeH. JlaBaliTe NpUKPOeM ero MOPCKHMM
Bozopocaamul

Onu 3aMacCKHPOBAIM HOCOBYIO YaCTh BOAOPOCIA-
MH, KOTOpbIe yaanoch HabpaTs no6an3ocTH, U nocJje
3TOrO JIOAKA CTajla COBCEM He3aMeTHO — passe 4TO
KT0-TO B3ayman 6wl creuuansHO OBOMTH BOKDYTr
CKAaJBI.

— IIpexkpacnol — ckasan KyauaH, B3rJAHYB
Ha 4yackl. — A BeAb BPeMA YACIUTHA AABHO IpO-
uno. Mexxay TeMm, MOKa Mhl 3aHHMAIMCH JIOAKOI,
MBI COBCeM N03abblJIK O TOM, YTO KTO-TO AOJKEH Je-
KYPUTH Ha BepuinHe yTeca. Hy u Ganbecnl sxe mbil

— He aymaio, uTo0bl 3a TO BpeMA, YTO HAC He
6buto B meiuepe, YTO-HUGYAL MOrJO CAYYUTHCA, —
ckasan JIuK, KJagsa OrpOMHBI# KyCOK MODCKOIl BO-
JOPOCAN HA HOC JOoAKHM. Oto ObLT Kak Onl mocyen-
Huill, 3asepwiaromuit mrpux. — A ysepeH, 4TO
KOHTPaGaHAMCTHI ABATCA TOJBLKO HOYBIO.

— JHymalo, Tel npas, — coraacuiaca J[xyau-
aH. — Ilo-mMoeMy, HaM HAZO AEKYPHUTL M 10 HOYAM.
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JexxypHBIiT MOJKET NMPUXBATHTH C cO0O KOBPHKHU U
NPUKOPHYTh TaM.

— N xaxapiit geyxxypHulil Moxker 6pars ¢ coboi
Tummu, — nobasnna AnH. — Torapa, ecau aexyp-
HbI HeyasAsHHO 3acHer, TMMMHM 3apeIuuT U pasby-
JMT €ro, eclny 4To-HuOyab 3aMeTHUT.

— Tw xouelwub CKa3aTh, €CJIM THI 3aCHEIlb, —
BctaBua, yasibaace, [Iuk. — Ilouwiu. Bepuemca B
Telepy ¥ nonbeM 4aiky.

M Tyr Bapyr TuMOTH CHOBA HauyaJ PLIYATH!

5 3ak. 18



TJAABA:-NIATHAIIIATAA

" Kro Ha ocTpose?

— II-m! — cpasy ke ckasan Hxyau-
aH. — JlaBaiiTe-ka Bce mobnIicTpee npAYbTECH 3a
aTHM KycTtom!

Oumu ycneau noKUHYTh 6yXTy M LIAarajJm B CTOPO-
HY 3aMKa, Koraa 3apeiyas Tummu. Teneps pebsata,
YyBCTBYf, K&K I'YJIKO CTY4YaT MX CepALa, IIPHUCEJH M
CIIPATATUCH 38 OrPOMHBIM KYCTOM.

— Tummu, — ckas’ana J[P)KOpPXK NpAMO B yXO
Tumorn, — He cmeil puiuatel — Ilec TyT ke 3a-
MOJIK, HO CTOSJI, HANPSXKEHHHIA M Tperneuryuimi
KaK CTPYHa, BeCb — BOILIOIUEHHOE OXKHAAHHeE.

JKynuaH pasgBHMHYJ BEeTBH MOMOKEBEIbHHMKA,
HMCKOJIOB cefe PYyKH, H ORHHMM TIJIA3KOM IIOrsagen,
YTO NMPOMUCXOAUT. EAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH YBHAEJ, —
3TO 4YTO BO ABOpE 38MKa KTO-TO €CTh, — TO JH
OAMH, TO JIX ABOE, & MOXeT, ¥ Tpoe yenosek. OH Ha-
nparan 3peHue, 4TO0B pasrAAeTh NOJydile, HO
Jioneit yxke M cjeq NpocThUI.

— § aymaio, OHH OTOABMHYJH T€ OrpOMHLIE
IUINTHI, YTO MNpPErpaXAald BXOA B IOA3eMesbe, U
CIIYCTHJINCh BHM3, — IMpOLUENTAX OH. — Bl
ocTaBaiiTeCcb TYT, & A YYTh-YyTh IIPOMOJI3y BIe-
pex — ToCMOTpPeTh, KaxK M 4To. 5 noszaGouycs 0 TOM,
4yTOGLI MEHA He 3aMEeTHJIH.

Bckope OH BepHYJICA M YTBEPAMTENLHO KHBHYJ
ronosoit. — Jla, OHM CIYCTHAMCh B IOA3EMesbe.
Kax Bel nymaeTte, MOXKeT, OHM M €CTb KOHTpabGaHau-
crei? BaM He Ka)Xercs, UTO OHM MOTYT XPaHMTh
cBol0 KoHTpaGanay tam, BHn3y? Jlyuyiuero mecra
AJA 3TOM LEJH NMPOCTO He NpUAyMaeLs!
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— IToka oun nox semueif, nouwIy B neiuepy, —
npeanoxkuna JDropmx. — A ykxacHo 6ol0Ch, 4TO
TuMMu 3anaer ¥ Bcex Hac BeigacT. OH U TaK 4yTh
He JIONAeTCHA, NLITAACh BO3AEPKUBATLCA OT JIasA.

— Torpa nmomau! — ckasan Jxyanan. —
He xonure uepe3 asop, Aepkutech Ganike K ne-
peBy — TaM MBI IO cKajnaM o6OrHeM 3aMOK M

nopoigeM K mneuiepe. A IOTOM KTO-TO OAMH BBI-
Je3eT 4yepe3d ABIPY B KpHIIIE IMeLiepPH M CHpA-
yerca 3a OOJBLIIMM KYCTOM MOXKIKeBeJbHHUKA,
4yTo6nl yBUAETb, KTO JXe OHM TaKHe, 3T KOHT-
paGanauctel. OHu HaBepHAKA NPUOBLIIKM Ha JOA-
Ke aubo ¢ ocrosa craporo Kopabaa, aubo JOBKO
NPOCKOJBL3HYB Mexay npubpexxHbIMH pudamu.

Haxkonen pefATa nmoaouui® K mneiuepe M BOLLLIN
BHyTpb. Ho He ycnien J[)KyJnaH CKOJNB3HYTH BBEpX
o KaHAaTy, KaK BBIACHHUJIOCH, YTO HMcye3d Tumorwn.
IToka aeTH CTOAJMM K HEeMy CIIMHOM, OH BbIGexkan u3
newepnl, a Korga >xopax obGepHyJjiach U MOKCKaa
ero raasamu, TuMMHK Ha MecTe He OKa3asocs!

— Tummu! — THXOHBKO nossana oHa. — Tum-
mul Tur rae?

Hukaxoro orsera. TUMMH ylleJ, HU Yy KOro He
cnpocAck. XoTh 661 KOHTPAbaHAMCTHI €ro He yBHJe-
aul Kaxoit ckBepHuiii necl Passe Tak nocrynaior?!

Ho neno B Tom, 4T0o THMMH ya0BMI HEKHI BOJI-
HYIOLUMiA 3amax — 310 ObLI 3amax, OYeHb XOpOLLO
eMy H3BEeCTHBIN, — 3amnax cobaku, U OH OblI TBep-
A0 HaMepeH OTBICKATh HOCHTEJIA 3TOI0 3anaxa M ofT-
KycuTb eMmy ymun ¥ xBoct! I-p-p-p! Tummu He cobu-
pasICA MyCKATh YyXXKHX cofaK Ha CBOM OCTpOB!

JKyaIuaH cuaen OKOJIO KYyCTa MOXKIKEBEJbLHMKA,
BHMMATENbHO rAAA BOKpyr. Ha crapoit nmocyaune
HU4yero He GLUIO BHAHO, B MOpe TOXKe He 3aMeTHO
6LLIO0O HH eAMHOro CyJeHbIluKa. BepoaTHO, J0oaKa,
AOCTABMBLUAA HA OCTPOB He3HaKoMUeB, ObLna crps-
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TaHa rae-To Mexay ckanamu. JxyamaH oGoporuica
Ha3al, B CTOPOHY 3aMKa, M Iepej ero rjia3aMH BHe-
3aIHO NMPeACTAJIO MOpPa3uTeJbHOoe 3penauiuel

Kakasn-to cofaka OOHIOXMBAJIA POCLIHE Heroja-
JIeKy KYCThI, a 3a Heii kpaaca TumoTH, y KoToporo
BCA LUEPCTh HA 3aTblLiKe B3abIOmiaack. TUMOTH BbI-
caexxusa cobaky, cJIOBHO Obl OH ObLT KOLUKOM, BhI-
caexxuBaoiueit kpoaukal JIpyraa cofaka BHE3aITHO
€ro ycJaeIxXaja ¥ OAHMM NPBIXKKOM BHE3AITHO IOBep-
Hyaach HaBcrpedy Tumoru. C negeHsmuM ayury Bo-
em TumMMu KuHyJca Ha cofaky, a Ta, B CBOIO odYe-
peAab, B3BLLIA OT CTpaxa.

JxxynuaH ¢ yxacom Habaonan 3Ty CUeHy, He
3HafA, 4YTO NPeANpPHHATh. JIBe cofaky MPOM3BOAUIHN
crpawuHblii myM, ocoleHHO uykaAa. Ee Boif, BbI-
3BAHHBIH CHMJAbHEMIINM HCIYTOM M APOCTHIO, PA3HO-
cuwica mno Bceit okpyre.eTeneps KoHTpaGaHAMCTbI
HACTOPOXKATCA, OHM YBHUAAT THUMMM u noiimMyT, 4TO
Ha OCTpPOBEe KTO-TO €CTh, — IPOHECJIOCh B IOJIOBE Y
Hoxyanana. — Iyt te6a- nobepn, Tummu! Hy no-
yemy ThI He ocranca ¢ Hxopmx 1 He Ben ceba THXO,
Kax rosiaraerca’ls

W3-3a pasBajiMH 3aMKa IOKAa3aJuCh TpU dury-
pel — OHM (eXxasM CO BCeX HOr IIOCMOTpPEeThb, YTO
cTpAcioch ¢ ux cobakoit. J)KynauaH ycTaBHJICA Ha
HHX, OCTOJGeHeB OT yAMBJIeHMs, ubo Tpoe Gexxas-
wux 6L He KTO HHbIe, KaKk muctep Crek, MuccHc
Crexk un darap!

— Bor 310 fal — THXOHBKO BOCKJIHKHYJ J[Ky-
JUaH, MoJ3KoM orubaBuiuii KycT, YTOGEI IOCKOpee
no6paTeCA N0 OTBEPCTHA B Kphllle newepsl. — OHHU
asuauck 3a Hamu! Joraganuce, 4To MBI yGexxann
cIoia M SABHJIMCH, CKOTHl 3TAKHE, OTHLICKATH HAC H
3aCTaBMTh BepHYThCA Aomoit. Ho HaiiTu Hac um He
yaactcal Ax, Goke ThI MOil, Kakas BCe-TaKH a-
JIOCTB, 4T0 THMMH HCMIOPTHA HaM BCIO 3aTel0.
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OH ycasllIan CHU3Y NMPOH3HUTENBHBIN CBUCT. 3TO
JxopmxK, ycasIxaBlIaA LMIYM APAKH MexXay cobaka-
MH, BCTPEBOXKWIAch M rocaana curHan Tummu. Ta-
KOMY CBHCTY IleC HEeM3MEHHO MOBHMHOBaJCA. Bor u
ceifuac OH BBIMyCTMN cOBaKy M cpasy ke PHHYJICA
Ha BEpLIMHY yTeca. JTO NMPOM3OLILIO B TOT CAMBIi
MOMEHT, KOraa Ha MecTe AefiCTBUA NMOABMIOCH TPOe
CrexoB, KOoTOpbIe Noao5paan CBOIO CKYJIALLYIO OKPO-
BaBJIEHHYIO JBODHAXKY.

darap 6pocunca caeaoM 3a TMMMM Ha BepLUMHY
yreca. YBuges 9arapa, I>KyauaH ToTyac CnycTHICA
B nemepy. TumMmu noabexxat K Abipe M BCEM TEJIOM
PYXHYJ BHM3, 4YyTb He moamsaB mnoa ceba Ixynua-
Ha. OH kuHyaca Kk JHKopmxk.

— Monyars! Monuarsl — 3amuenrana HacToi-
YHMBO JEeBOYKA NMPAMO B YXO Bo36yKAEHHOMY MNCy. —
Trr uTto, 6asia, Xouelllb BHIAATH YY>XUM MECTO, rae
MBI CKpbIBaeMca?

Oarap, MBIXTA M OTAYBAACh, B30OpaJCA Ha Bep-
IIMHY yTeca M OBl KpaifHe yAUBJIEH, YOeAMBIUHNCH,
410 THMOTH CJIOBHO CKBO3b 3eMJII0 npoBanwica. OH
HEMHOXKKO MOMCKAaJ ero, HO GbLIO ACHO, 4YTO Nnca Ha

yTece Her.

Mucrep 1 muccuc Crek Toxe B306pasNCh Ha-
Bepx. — Kyzaa nozesanacs Ta cobaxa? — 3aopana
muccuc Crek. — Kakana ona? Onuiuul

— ¥Y>KacHO MOX02Ka HA TOro CTPALIIHOIO 1ca, Ko-
Toporo aepaxkut Jxopmx, — ckasan Oarap. Bece Ha-
XOAUBLUMECA B Iellepe OTYETIMBO CJIBILLIATIM KaXK-
zoe ¢a0Bo. JIeTH NPUTHUXIM KAK MBILIH.

— Ho 3ro ke MCKJIIOYEHO! — MOCJABILIAJCH IO-
aoc muccuc Crek. — Jleru yexannm oMol — MbI
caMM BUIenH, U cobfaka C HUMM — BCe OTIIpPaBHU-
JUCh HA CTAHLHIQ. OTO HABEPHAKA KAaKOM-HUGyAb
GpoasuMii mec, OCTABJEHHBI KaKUM-HUOyab 3KC-
KYPCaHTOM.
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— A rTorapa Kyaa oH moaesanca? — paspaics
xpunasiit ronoc mucrepa Crexa. — Yrto-10 Hurae
HUKaKol cofaku He BHAATH.

— OH npoBaTWICA CKBO3b 3€MJIIO, — C YAMBJIE-
HHEM KOHCTAaTHpOBan Jarap.

Mucrep Crek rpy6o M mpe3pureasHO oBopBas
coiHa. — Hy M MacTAK TR CKA3KH DPacCKa3bLIBATH.
CxBo3p 3emnio nposanuncal Hy, ewre uero nmpuay-
maems? Haseproe, ¢ yreca csamwuica. Ho 3yGwr
CBOM OH yCIleJl 3A0POBO 3ANYCTHTh B Hairy GegHAry
IIITyuxky. YecTHOE CJIOBO: YBHIKY 3TOrO rnca — IIpH-

crpemol
— Mosker, y HEro Ha 9TOM yTece eCTh KaKoe-TO
noraiiHoe mecto, — ckasana muccuc Crek. — Jla-

BaiiTe nomnuieM Kak ciaeayert!

Hetn cnaenun, 6Gosck menoxHyTbhcA. Jxopmx
npeaocreperamoie aepxxana TumMmu 3a owelHMK.
Ouu casiianu, 4yro CTeKH HaxomaTcs odeHb Gaua-
Ko. Jx>xynuaH aaa, YTo KTo-HHGYAb M3 HUX B JIIO-
6y10 MHHYTY MOXKET NMPOBAJINUTLCA B ABIPY.

Ho k cuyacTbio, OHM Tax M He HaGpesH Ha OTBep-
CTHe, KOTOpOe BeJO BHH3, B neuepy. Oagnako, o6-
CYyKJaA BO3HMKUIYIO 3arafiky, OHH CTOAJIH COBCEM
GUIM3KO OT ABIPHL.

— Ecau 310 mec, npuHaaaexawmit pebaram,
3HAYMT, 3TH MHUJIEHbKHE AETKH, BMECTO TOIO, 4TOGBI
yexaTh nomoii, y0e)xamu Ha OCTpOB, — CKasana
muccuc Crek. — 31O 3Z0POBO MCIIOPTHT BCE HAILU
maansl! Hafo o6sa3arensHo BHIACHUTL. Iloka He y3-
Hal0, He YCIIOKOIOCH!

— Hy, 310 MBI MOXXeM GBICTPO BBIACHHTH, —
saasun mucrep Crek. — Ha ceit cuer MOXXHO He
BOJHOBaThcA. X Joaka okaxkercsa rae-HuGyab TyT,
Aa ¥ OHM caMH — ToxKe. He mMoryT yerBepo pebsaT c
co6aKoil U JIOAKOM CIIPATATHCA HA MAJEHLKOM OCT-
POBKe, €CJIM KTO-TO HAYHET UX KaK CJefyeT BhICJe-
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sxusaTtsl Oarap, TH crynait B 3Ty CTOPOHY, ThI, Kaa-
pa, oboiian BOKpyr 3amka. OHH, BO3MOXXHO, IpH-
YyTCA IZe-TO CPpeAH Pa3BajuH. A A NOUIUY TYT.

Hetn B newepe cOuauch B Kyuky. OHM ropado
HaJIesUIACh, YTO MX JIOAKY He Haliayr. M cTpacTHO
XOTeJoCh, YTO0B HHMKTO. BOOOLIE He HAIaJd Ha MX
cren. THMMH TUXOHBKO Pblvall — eMy He Teprne-
JIOCb PHHYTHCA OMNATH CJIeAOM 3a 3roil BoHIouKoiil
Kak npuaTtHo 6bLI0 KPenko KycHyTh ee 3a yunul

Oarap nofaMBaICA OTHICKATh pebAT M ewe 6oJb-
ute Goasnca HAaTKHyThCA rae-Hubyas Ha Tummu. Ilo-
3TOMY OH He CTajJ OcOGeHHO YCepACTBOBATbL B IIO-
HcKax fereit uau ux agoaku. OH ornipasuica B Gyx-
TOYKY, Ha Oeper KoTopoif peGsaTa BTALLMJIH JIOAKY,
H, XOTHA OH BHAEJX CJie[bl, OCTABJEHHBIE CYJAEHBILL-
KOM, KOTZa ero BOJIOKJM HaBepX, — MOPCKHe BOJI-
HBbl He YCIeJH elle MX CrAaAUTh — HOC JIOAKH,
YBHUTHIA MOPCKMMM BOJOPOCJAAMM M TOPYABIUMIN H3-
3a CKaJibl, 3a KoTopoit ona 6blia CKphLITA, OH TAK H
He 3aMeTHJI.

— 3nech HHYero Hetl — KPDHMKHYJ OH MartepH,
Koropas 6poania MeXAy Pa3sBaJiMH, 3arJAALIBAA BO
Bce yrasl U 3axkoyaku. Ho ona Toxe Huuero He 06-
Hapy»Kuia, Kak u caMm mucrep Crex.

— 3Hauur, 310 He 6uu1 nec Jlopaxk, — 3aaBH-
na, HakoHel, muccuc Crek. — HMHaue Bce gety 6bI-
au Gbl 37€Chb, H UX JIOAKA — TOXKE, HO HH MX, HH
JOAKH HeT M caexa. HasepHoe, 310 6GbLI KaKOM-TO
Aukuit 6ponaunii nec. Koneuno, HaM Hazxo GLITH HA-
cropoxke. Kak BuaHO, OH cOBCEM oauuaJl.

IIpumepHO yepe3 yac peGsATa HEMHOMKO YCIIOKO-
WINCh, perunB, 4T0 CTEKH OTKA3aIMuCh OT IOMBLITOK
HaliTy ux. OHM BCKMNATHIM 4YAHHUK, 4YTOOLI BBI-
NUTh 4al0, AHH HAYaJa NOTOBUTh CAHABHYH. Tum-
MH NPHUBA3ANH, YTOObI OH HEHADOKOM He OTIPAaBHJI-
cA CHOBa Ha NoucKH BoHioukwu.
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OHH THXOHBKO NMONMMJIHM 4Yalo, IeperosapuBa-
ACh TOJNBKO IIENOTOM. — B KOHEYHOM wuTore
CTekH He NMOXAaJOBaAH Cl0ga, — cKasaa Jxy-
auaH. — H3 ToOro, 4To OHM roBOPHJIH, COBEP-
IIeHHO ACHO, YTO OHM AyMAalOT — MBI OTIpa-
BMJIUCh HA IOE3J H PpeluHJH yBe3TH ¢ coboii
Hxopax u Tummu. i

— A B TaKOM cJyyae 4ero paay OHM CaMH Haxo-
AATCA 3Aaecb? — HErOAYIOLIMM TOHOM CIIpOCHJIA
Ilxopmx. — 910 Hamx octpos! OHM He MMeIOT mpa-
Ba 3nech HaxoauThesa! Ilomnn, BHICTABMM HMX OTCIO-
nal Ouu crpamrHo Goarca TUMMH, MBI 3aXBaTHM €ro
¢ coboit ¥ 3aABHM, YTO CIIyCTHMM €ro Ha HHUX, eCJH
OHH He y0epyTca.

— Her, Ixopaxk, — sospasun Jxyanan. —
Byas 6naropasymHa. MulI xxe He XOTHM, 4YTOGHI OHH
KHHYJNUCh AOMOM M ROJOXKHJIM TBOEMY OTLY, UYTO
MBI 3J1eCh: Beb OH MOKeT BHIATH u3 cefa U MHUrom
NPUMYATLECA, 4TOOBI NMPHKA3aTh HAM HEMEIJIEHHO
BepHyThCA. I KpoMme TOro, A moaymas ele Koe O
yeMm.

— O yem? — cnpocuam pebara, BUAA, YTO rja-
3a y J)xyninaHa GJIeCTAT TaK, KaKk 3T0 00bIYHO Obl-
BAaeT, KOraa y- Hero poyKaaeTcAa Kakasa-To ujes.

— A BoT 0 yeM, — ckasan I)xyaumaH, —
BBl He CYMTaeTe BO3MOXHBIM, 4TO CTEeKH KakK-To
cea3aHbl ¢ KoHTpabanaucramu? Bam He npmu-
LIJIO B TOJIOBY, 4YTO OHM, OBITH MOXeT, npuesa-
kKawT coza, 4tobnl 3abpaTh TOBaphl, OCTaBJIEH-
Hble KOHTpabGaHANCTAaMH, MJIHM XKe Kyaa-Hubyan
NPUINPATATD UX A0 TOH MOPHI, KOrga MOXHO Oy-
net crokoitHo ux 3abpars? Mwucrep Crek, Ka-
xercAa, MOpAK — He taK an? Emy, HaBepHoe,
HacyeT KOHTpaGaHAbl BCe NMpPEKpPACHO H3BECTHO.
A ysBepeH, uTOo OH paforaer Ha KOHTpabGaHAM-
CTOB, KOTOphle eMy IJIaTAT 3a 3TO.
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— HOymaio, T npasl — B3BOJIHOBAHHO BOC-
knukHyaa xopmx. — Hy uro ke, MBI nogoxaem,
noka Creku yGepyrcs, a mOTOM CNYCTHMMCA BHM3, B
rnoa3eMenbe, M NMOCMOTDHM, He CIIDATAJIHN JM OHH Ye-
ro-uubyas. MuI pasragaeM, B 4eM 3aKJIIOYAETCA MX
urpa, ¥ Hapymum ux naassi! 9ro 6yaer norpsacaio-
11Ie MHTepecHo!



TJABA IIECTHAIIATAA
CTeKkH HCIyTaHbI

Ho Ctexn Hukyaa He ymau. Jlerr To ¥ geno
MOrJAAALIBAJIM B IIEJKY Ha IOTOJIKe Nellepsl u
Kaxan# pas sugeaum oaHoro u3 Crexkos. Tem
BpeMeHeM HacTynuJ Beuep. Hauano temuers. U
Bce-TakH Ctrekn He yxoamau. Ioxkynman cbexan
BHM3 M ofHapyxua Ha Gepery HeOOXbLIYIO JIOX-
Ky. 3Hauur, CTEeKHM CyMeaM XOpOIUO OCBOHUTH
MOACTYNH K OCTPOBY, NMpPOILUJH HA BecJaxX Herno-
RajleKy OT OCTOBa cTraporo Kopabaa, Moxer
6biTh, B36MpPaaMCh Ha HEro, a NMoOToM BhIGpanuch
Ha 6eper, MCKYCHO MHHOBaB pubI.

— Iloxoxe, Crexu cobupaloTCs OCTaThCA 3]€eCh
Ha BCI0O HOYb, — Mpa4yHO KoHcTaTupoBan [Kysu-
aH. — OTO MCMOPTHUT BCe Halue npeGuLIBaHHe HA OCT-
pose. Mu1 Gexxum cioaa, 4uToObl cnactuch or Ctexos,
u Bor te Hal Onare Crekm y Hac Ha mee. IIpocto
yKac Kako-tol

— JlaBaiiTe HanyraeM -MX, — MpeAJIOXHUJA
Jxopmk. 'asa ee npu cBeTe eAMHCTBEHHOI ropes-
LIei B Meiuepe CBeYM TaK M CHUAJH.

— Yr0o TH MMeewib B BUAY? — SBHO OXXHBHB-
mucek, cnpocua JIuk. EMy Bcerna HpaBwance uaem
J>xopmx, KakuMu OB JMKHUMH OHM MOPOIt HM Ka3a-
JIUCB.

— i aymaio, oHM, CKOpee BCero, dKMBYT B OXHOM
M3 TMNOMeEIUeHMH  moja3emesbs, — CKa3sana
Jxopmx. — Cpeny pasBaIMH YKPBITHCA I10-HACTOA-
IeMy Herae, MHa4Ye MBI ObI CAMH TaM YCTPOMJINCE.
EauHcTBeHHOE MecTO, rae elle MOXHO HalTH mpu-
CTaHMIe, — JITO MOA3eMeJbe 3aMKa. J1-To cama Hu
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3a 4TO He cTana Onl TaM criaTh, HO CTeKH, BePOATHO,
HHYEro He MMEIOT TIPOTHB;

— Hy n pansure? B ueM cocTouT TBoA maena? —
HeTepneanso noroponuia J[uk.

— Moxer, HaM npofpaTbca TalfKOM BHU3 U NOA-
HATH TaM KPHK, 4YTOOLI BLI3BATH I'DOMKOe 3x07 —
ckasana Jxopmx. — Bhl .Begb MOMHHTE, KAK HAC
caMHX HAIyTaJIo 3X0, KOrAa Mhl B IepBblit pas cry-
cTUAuCh B noa3emMense. JloctaTouHo GbLIO MpoOH3He-
CTH ORHO CJIOBO, KAK 3XO0 TYT K€ ero INOAXBATHIBAJIO
M Ge3 KOHLIa 'POMKO MOBTOPAJIO.

— O na, a noMHI0l — BOCKNHKHYyJa AHH. — A
kax TumMMu ucnyrancs, soraa sanasanl 9xo orseTH-
JI0O eMy OTJIYLUHTEJNbHBLIM JIAEM, TAK YTO OH Pellw,
YTO BHH3Y CIPATAINCh, ThICAYM cobak. OH Gbla
cTpaiuHo ucnyras!

— HWpea xopowasa, — pesiomupoBan Jxyau-
aH. — Tak u Hago atum CreKaM — Heyero COBATH
Hoc Ha Haiwu octpoBl Ecin HaM yaacTcs CNyrHYTH
HX, 3170 OyAeT O4KO B Haury nouas3dy. Jlasaiite Tak u
caenaeM.

— A Kaxk 6uiTh ¢ TuMoTH? — cnpocuna AHH. —
MookeT, aydire OCTABHTH €ro 3xech?

— Her. Ou MoxeT noATH ¢ HAMH H MOCTOATDH Y
BXOAa B NOA3eMeJbe, TOCTOPOXKUTEL HAC, — CKasana
Jlxxopax. — A KpoMe TOro, eCJi1 BAPYT ABATCA Ha-
croamme KOHTpabanaucrel, TMMMHM cmoxker Hac
npeaynpeauTs. 51 ero agecs He OCTABJIIO.

— B TaxkoM cayuae NOIIM CHIO e MHUHYTyl —
ckasan Jxyauan. — IIpuaTHo Gyaer BBIKMHYTH
arakuit HoMep. Ceifuac y»xe COBCeM TEMHO, HO y Me-
Ha ¢ coboit ponapuk. Kak Tonbko mMml yGeaumcs,
y10 CTeKH BHM3y, B noABaje, Ml ChIrpaeM Haja HU-
MH 3TY MAJIEHbKYIO IIYTKY.

Ho He 6bLI0 HUKAKHX 3PDMMBIX NMPH3HAKOB HJIH
3BYKOB, II0 KOTOPHIM MOXXHO GbLIO OBI CyAUTH O MeC-
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Tonaxoxaenuu Crexos. To 1u oHu y6panucs BOCBO-
ACH, TO JIX YCIIeJIM CIIyCTHUTBLCA B noasemense. Ka-
MeHHBIe IJIUThHI, IperpaskaaBllne BXOA, 6bLu oTBA-
JIeHBl B CTOPOHY, T8K 4TO JAeTH ObLIM MOYTH yBepe-
Hul, 4yT0 CTEeKH yke TaM, BHH3Y.

— Teneps caywmait MeHA BHHMATeNbHO, TuM-
mn, — npowentana JDxopmx. — Tm ocrasaiica
3gech u Beau ce6a oyeHb» TMXO0. Moxkews 3ananaTh
JIULIb B OMHOM CJIy4ae — ecJIH KTO-HHUOyab MOABHT-
ca. MuI cinyckaeMca BHHM3, B ITOA3eMeJIbe.

— Iloxanyit, A ocranyce 3gech, ¢ Tumorn, —
BaApyr 3aaBmia AHH. Eit oueHp He HPAaBMJICA TEM-
HBI{ BXox B noa3emennse. — Buaums au, JHxopmxk,
THMMH MOXET UCNYTaTbCA MJIM MOYyBCTBOBAThL cebsa
OQMHOKHM, €CJIM OCTABHUTH €0 3AeCh OAHOIO.

OctanbHble pe6ATA XMXUKHYJH, UM ObLIO SCHO,
410 AHH npocto Goutca. [HKyanaH KPenKo Coxa ee
pyKy. — Hy Tak ocraBaiica agecs, — A06poayILHO
ckasan oH. — CocraBuiub KoMnaHuio Tummu.

3atem Dxynuad, xopmx ¥ JIMK cnycTHauch
o AJMHHOMY IIDOJIETY JIECTHHIBI, KOTOpas Beja
rayGOKO IOX 3eMJII0, B MOA3EeMeNbe APEeBHEero 3aMKa
Kuppun. Ouu noGuiBanu 3eCh NPOLLIBIM JIETOM,
KO HCKAJIHU Iponasline COKPOBHILA, H BOT ONATH
oHH TyT!

THXOHBKO CNYCTHBIUUCH IO CTYNEHAM, OHH IIO-
JOLILTH K MHOIMOYMCJIEHHBIM mnorpefam-roasajaMm,
BhIpYGUIEHHBIM B CKaslax Nnox dyHZaMeHTOM 3aMKa.
Hx GLLIO OrpoMHOE KOJMHYEeCTBO — GOJBLIMX M Ma-
JIeHBKHX, TAMHCTBEHHBIX, CPBITHIX NMOA3EMHBIX Ka-
3eMaToB, B KOTOPRIX, OBITH MOKET, B AajleKue Bpe-
MeHAa TOMWINCh HeCYACTHbIE Y3HHKH.

ety GeClLIyMHO NPOABHTAIMCH MO TEMHBIM KO-
puzopam. ¥ xkynuana 6uia ¢ coboit Kycok mena, u
OH JAeJIaJl Koe-Te NOMEeTKH Ha CKaJHMCTHIX CTeHax,
4TOOHI Jierue ObLUIO HAMTH JOpOTry HA3ax.
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HeoxxugaHHO OHM YCJARIIIATH I'OJIOCA M YBUIEIH
cser. OCTAHOBMBILINCH, OHM CTAIM THMXOHBKO Ilepe-
LLIEIITHIBATBCH.

— OHu B TOlf camolt KOMHaTe, rae Mnl B IIpO-
LIJIOM roAy Hauutd Kiaag. OTBICKAIHM TOAXOAALLEE
MecTe4yKO aaA csoero Jarepal Kakue 3byxku mul Gy-
eM u3aaBsath?

— § 6yay kopoBoit, — saasun Juk. — S same-
YaTeJabHO yMelo MuldaTsh. J1 6yay KopoBoii.

— A a — osuoit, — ckaszan Ixyanan. — A Thi,
Jxopmk, craHb aomaaso. Tel ymeews n3obparkarts
JomuaauHoe pyxkanume M xpan. Hy-ka, IIuk, Haum-
Haiil '

H [Jux Hauan. YKPHIBIINCH 3a CKAXMCTOR KO-
JIOHHOI1, OH OTKPbIJI POT ¥ N'OPECTHO 3aMbIYaJ — CO-
BCEM KAaK KOpOBa, Myvamoumaaca or 60aH. 9X0 TyT
JKe TOAXBATHJIO MbIYaHME, MHOTOKDATHO YCHJIMJIO
€ro rpoOMKOCTb M PA3HeCJIO 1O BCEM MOA3EMHBIM IIe-
pexonaM, T&K 4YTO CTAN0 KasaTeca, 6yaro tam 6Gpo-
OAT ¥ XOPOM MBIYAT THICAYM KODPOB.

— Myy-yy-yyyy-myyyyl

IIopaxeHHble U McnyraHHble, CTEKHM npHCayLua-
JINCh K 3TOMY BHE3AITHOMY CTPALIHOMY LUIyMY.

— Yro 310, Ma? — cnpocusa 9arap, 4yTh He Ija-
ya. BoHIOYKA CKOpYMIACH B yXKace B JAJbHEM Yriay
noa3eMeJiba.

— OTO — KOpOBBI, — OTBETHJ TODAXKEHHDLIMH
mucrep Crexk. — Jla, TaM KopoBbl. Thl uTO, — He
cannunmb, Kak oHM merdar? Ho xax morau mo-
NAacTh CI0Aa KOPOBhI?

— Yyuws — 3aABANA, HEMHOIO ONpPABMBIIKCS,
muccuc Crek. — Kopossl B arom noxsemensel C yma
Th! comien! Trl ele cKaXkelln, 4YTO Teneps 3aech 00b-
ABATCA OB

_ CrpaHHO, 4TO OHA CKa3aja TaKylio Belusb, GO
Joxyanan Bri6pas MMEHHO 3TOT MOMEHT, 4TO0bI Ha-

141



yaTh GIeATh Kax 1esoe cTamo osell. Ero npononku-
TeJbHOE«06e-e-e» TYT e IOAXBATWIIO 3XO0, M BAPYT
CTaJI0 Ka3aThCA, YTO COTHM GeAHBIX 3aTepABILIMXCA
oBeyeK GPOAAT II0 Noa3eMeblo.

Mucrep Crex BckounJ, Gesblif KaK IPOCTHIHA.

— Hy uTo, a 3T0, €Kaxeub, He OBUbI?] —
BOCKJUKHYA OH. — -‘HMrTo mnpoucxoaur? Kro
agech B 3ToM mnoasemenne? Hukorga oHM MHe
He HPaBHJIHCh.

— Be-e-e-e-eeeeel — CABIIANIOCH BOKDYT eYaib-
Hoe Gneanue. A Tyr J[)KopaK Hayasa pKaTh U Xpa-
ners, KaK HeTepneJuBbIit KOHb. lleBUylKa 3aKu-
HyJIa TOJIOBY HAa3aA M Havajla XpaneTb BO Mpake, B
TOYHOCTH Kak JoLIaab, a IoToM craja 6uTh HOroif,
M B Ty XK€ MHHYTY 3XO JOHECJO Xpall, pXKaHue H To-
nanue B nemepy CTekos, yCHJIMB 3TH 3ByKH pa3 B
ABAALIATE.

Beanan Bouiouka xanofuo aacKkyauaa. Ona Gbi-
Jia TepernyraHa HaCMepTh M TaK TeCHO NPHIKANach K
MnoJy, CJOBHO €i XOTeJIOCh CKBO3b HEro IpOBAJIMTh-
ca. darap yuenwica 3a pyKy marepu. — Iloiigem
HaBepx, — 3aABMWJ OH. — §I He Mory 3gech ocra-
sateca. Tyt no noasanam GpoasaT COTHH OBell, JIO-
mIafeil ¥ Kopos — ThI ke cabliunana. OHH, KOHe4HO,
He HACTOALIMe, HO Y HUX eCTh INoJIoC M Kombita. S
ux 6oioCk.

Mucrep Crexk noaoiien K ABepH KaseMara, B KO-
TOPOM OHM HAXOAMJIKCH, U 3a0pa:

— Oii BeI, yOupaittecs! BoH orcioaa, KTO GBI BbI
Hy Gu1ul

JI>XopIK XMXMKHYJA, & ITIOTOM KPHKHYJA O4YeHb
HU3KHM XPHIUIBIM IOJIOCOM:

— Be-pe-ru-tecbl — M 3X0 NIPOrpoxoTaj0 BOK-
pyr: «Turecs! T'utecn! T'nrecs! Tecs! Ecb-echls

Mucrep Crexk nocrneumHo BepHyJCA B KOMHATY U
3axker eme oaHy csewy. OH IUIOTHO 3aKpnu1 Gosb-
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LIYIO AEPEeBAHHYIO ABEePh B X nomemieHue. Pyku y
HEro TPACIHUChH.

— CrpaHHOe 4YTO-TO TBODMTCH, — HNPOTrOBOPHII
oH. — Ecau takue Bemuu 6yAyT NMPOHUCXOAUTH KaXK-
AY10 HOYB, I JOJIO 371eCh He OCTAHYCh.

Joxyaunana, [Iuka u JI3KOpAs>X HACTOJBKO 0JoJIe-
BAaJI CMeX, 4YTO OHH OBINIK YKe He B COCTOAHHM M30-
6paxxaTs Kopos, Jowaaeil u osewt. J[3Kopax npespa-
THUJIACh B CBHHBIO, M TAK NMOXe)Ke uaobpasuia xpio-
KaHue H coneHme, 4T0 UK YyTsL He ymep CO cMexy.
Ox0, pasymeeTrcfi, PAa3HECJO XPIOKAHHE M COIMeHHe
ZaneKo BOKPYT.

— Tlomunm orciofa, — HAKOHEL BOCKJIMKHYJ
Ixxynuan, saabixasack. — MHe Tak TPYAHO yaep-
JKUBATHLCA OT CMe€Xa — TOro M raaaud JonHy. Ilo-
!

— Iomnn orciogal — 1I1eNOTOM NOBTOPHJIO
axo. — Ilouumn orciona, orcioaa, orcioaal

Cnoreikasack, OHM BEIGPANHCH BOH, 3ATHIKAA DThI
rnarkamu. IIpu cBere GoHApUKA OHH JIErKO HAXO-
OWIH MeJIOBble 3HAYKM, OCTABJIEHHBbIe HA CTEeHax
Hxynuanom. IIpuaepokuBasfAch 3THX 3HAYKOB,
cOuTnca ¢ goporu ObLIO HEBO3MOYKHO.

VceBmINCh HA CTYNEHAX, BEeAYLMIMX B MOA3e-
Menbe, PAABIIUKOM ¢ AHH ¥ Tummu, oum, za-
BACh OT CMeXa, pAacCKa3adu O CBOHX TMOABM-

rax. — Mul casimiaan, kak ctapuk Crek opan
TaM, 4Tto6sl MBI y6Hpasuch, — cKasajaa
HDxopax. — Cyas no roaocy, oH Gela mepeny-

raH HacmepTh. UTo e xacaerca BoHiouxku, oHa
HH pa3dy Aaaye roJjioca He moaana. $I ysepeHa,
yro nocae 3toro Creku 3aBTpa ke yGepyrcal
OHM HaBEPHAKA XYTKO nepenyraiucs!

— O! 310 6B1210 NpocTo BeNHUKONenHol — noaxsa-
Tn JDryanan, — YIKACHO Mab, YTO A HAYaJ CMe-
ATBCA. ¥ MeHA OBLIO onpefieJIeHHOE OLIyLIeHHe, YTO
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B CJIeAYIOINYIO MHMHYTY f CMOry 3arpy0uTh Kak
CJIOH. 9X0 3T0 HaBepHAKA Onl MOHpaBUiIOCH!

— A BCe-TaKH CTPAHHO, 4YTO Bce cemeiicTBo Cre-
KOB OKA3aJI0OCh Ha ocTpoBel — 3aXyMYHBO IIPOM3HeC
Ink. — M3 KuppUH-KOTTEMXKA OHM YILLIM, HO OHM
BOBCe He HIYT Hac. BriosiHe BO3MOYKHO, YTO OHH B
croeope ¢ KOHTpabanaucramu. Moxer, muccuc Crex
JJIA TOIO M HaHAJAACh K TBoe# mame, I[)KopmK, 4uTO-
Obl OKA3aTHCA B HYI)KHBII MOMEHT, KOrja KOHTpa-
GaHaucTaM NOHAZOOMTCA MX NOMOLUb, NHobiamike K
OCTpOBY.

— Mu 1 B camoM pesne Morau Obl BepHYTHCA B
KuppuH-KOTTEeK, — BepHO? — cnpocuaa AHH, KO-
TOpOit, nIpu Bceil ee MOGBH K OCTPOBY, He CAMILIKOM
XOTeJIoOCh Ha HeM OCTABATLCA, KOrAa 34ech OKasa-
auch Creku.

— Bepuytscal OTKkasaTsCa OT NPUKJIIOYEHUA B
TOT CAMBIf MOMEHT, KOrga OHO TOJBKO HaYMHAaer-
cal — npeapurensHo sospasuaa xopmx. — Ka-
Kafd >Xe Thl aypexa, AHH. Boaspawaiica, ecan xo-
Yyelus, HO A yBepeHa, HUKTO ¢ TobGoli He moiiaer.

— Hy u4T0 THI, AHH OCTAHeTCA C HAMH, — BOC-
KAUKHYA JDKynuaH, 3HaBmIM#, 4YTO AEBOYKY OOM-
AUT CAMO NpeAJoXKeHHe NMOKHMHYTh uXx. — He Boa-
Hy¥ca, yiitu npuzerca Crexkam!

— Ilomunm Hasax, B Haiuy neiuepyl — npeaJio-
xuna AHH, ¢ TOCKOI BCmoMMHAA 0 6e30mMacHOCTH MX
ybexxuiia 4 0 ropsauweit TaM APKON MaseHbKOM
cBeuke. OHM MOAHAMKCH M ABHHYJIMCh Yepe3 ABOP K
HeBLICOKON cTeHe, okaifmuaBlueil 3amMoK. Pefara
repesniedsid uepe3 Hee M HANPABMJINCH K yTecy. Bo
MpakKe HMYero He GbLUIO BHAHO, NO3TOMY, KOrAa 3TO
Kasanock OesonacHeiM, JKyamaH 3aXuraia cBoit
doHApDHK: eMy He XOTenoch, 4YTOORI KTO-HMOyAb
NPOBAJIMJICA B ABIPY, BMECTO TOIO, YTOOLI CIIyCTHTH-
CA B nellepy Nno KaHary.
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Haxkonen JPkyaHaH O4yTIIICA BO3JIe OTBEPCTHA B
KphIllIe neuepsl, cBeta GoOHAPDUKOM, YTOGHI OCTAJb-
Hble MOIJIM MO oYyepeaH GIAronojJy4HO CIYCTHTLCA
no xaHary. Croa rakum o6pa3oM, OH yCTPEMMJI B30P
Ha TeMHCe MOpe, H BAPYT HACTOPOXKHJICA.

Ha mope Gbl1 BHAEH CBeT, KOTODHIK ABHO moaa-
BaJI cuTrHaJLl. BepoaTHo, ¢ Mopa 3amerHau ero ¢o-
Hapuk! J[xyaunaxH npoaomxan HabmoaaTh, ClIPALIN-
Bas cefa, MOAAIOT M CHTHaJ ¢ Kopalis, Kak aaje-
KO 3TOT Kopauib HAXOAHTCA M MOYEeMy OH IOAAaeT
curHansl. e Moxxker ObITh, OHM cOBHpAIOTCR AROCTA-
BHTb HOBBIY IPy3 Ha CTApYIO NMOCYAHHY, 4TO6HI CTe-
KM noToM ero nogofpasiu, — ayman oH. — HHTe-
pecHo, TaK a4 310. Kak Ol MHe XOTeJOCh BbIAC-
HUTh, HO OTNDABIATHLCA TYAA B AHEBHOE BpeMA
onacHO — Hac MoryT yBuaeTh CTekus.

CHrHaanl NpoaO/LKAIHCHL JOJIN0 — BreYaTjeHue
ObLI0 TaKOe, YTO MeEepeAaBAlOCh KAKOe-TO omnpene-
JeHHoe coobuieHue. Uto OHO o3Hauaso, JDxKyauaH
He MMea HHM MaJjeiiliero mMoHATHA. EMy 310 mpea-
CTaBJIAJIOCh MPOCTO CepHell CBETOBBLIX CHrHaNOB Go-
HapeM. Ho ana CrekoB aro nOMKHO GBLIO HMMeThb
BIIOJIHE onpexesieHHbIit cmeuica.« Hy uTo &, cerogHs
nocJIaHue J0 HHUX He AONAeT, — YXMBUIBHYBIIHCH
MOAYMAN OH, KOTAA CHUIHAJBI HAKOHEL NpeKpaTH-
auce. — Iymalo, cemetictso Crekos nposeaer 3Ty
HOYb B [TOA3EMe/Ibe — CJAMILIKOM OHH HAaNnyraHbl KO-
pOBaMH, OBLAMH H JIOLUAALMH, CJOHAIOLLUMMUCA IO
noasemensiol»

JxyanaHn okasasca npas. CTeKH AeCTBUTENBHO
He ABMHYJHCH ¢ MecTa. {0 yTpa HMYTO He MOIJIO MX
3aCTABUTh BLIMTH M3 HX MOA3EMHOIo ybexxuiua.



I'JIABA CEMHAMTIIATAS
DArap nepexuBaeT NOTpsiCeHHe

B 3Ty HOYb JeTH COAJH XOpOIUO, M, TAK KAaK
THUMOTH COBCeM He DHIYaJ, OHM OLLIH yBepeHHI,
YTO HMYEro Cephe3HOro IPOM3ONTH He MOrJo.
OHH npeKpacHo MNO3ABTPAKAJH HA3BIKOM, KOH-
CepBMPOBAHHBIMHM IepcHKaMH, xJje6om ¢ Mac-
JIOM, TNATOKOM M 3anMJHK BCe 3TO MMOMDHBLIM NHU-
BOM. '

— DBoiocs, 4T0 MMGHpPHOE NMHUBO MBI NPUKOHYH-
au, — ¢ coxanenueM ckasan JDxyaunan. — Josxen
CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO — BOCXUTHTEJbHBIA HAITHTOK, CO-
4eTaeTcA YyTh JM He ¢ JIOORM GiriozoM.

— §1 HuKOraa He efa HUYEro BKyCHee, YeM Halll
CeroJHALIHUN 3aBTpaK, — ckasana AHH. — Her,
npasaal Ha ocrpose KuppuH MBI nuTaeMca npocTo
npexpacHo. AurepecHo, a CTekH ToXe XOpOLIO MH-
rTalorca?

— Moxerwus He comHeBaThca! — ckasan JJuk. —
1 aymalo, ouu onycrouruau Bce Oydern Trern Pan-
HH M 3aXBATHJH BCe CAMOe JydIlee, YTO MONajoch
TIOA PYKY.

— Hy u cxorell — ckasana xopmk. 'nasa ee
metasu MoaHuMM. — $I 06 aTOM M He nmoaymana —
OHM, MOKeT ObIThb, pa3rpabuyu Bech OM M 3aXBaTH-
JIX MHOYKECTBO Pa3HBIX Belleid.

— BepoaTHo, Tak oHO M 6bL10, — cKasan J[Ky-
JHaH M HaXMypWICA. — A 3Haere, i TOXKE KaK-TO
o6 atom He nmoaymain. Kakoit ato yxkac, [xopmxk,
ecIM TBOA MaMa IIpHeAeT AOMOM, ele He COBCEM
aaoposas, ciabas, U TYT BBIACHUTCA, 4YTO MOJOBHHA
ee HMyLIecTBa nponasal
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— O Tocnioan! — B y:xace BOCKINKHyna AHH. —
Hoxopax, Beas 310 610 GhI XKyTh YTO Taxoe!

— Jla, — orosBanach J[5KOpPMXK, BUA Y KOTOPOIX
6611 O4eHb cepaAnTHIil. — 3T CTeKHn Ha Bce crnocol-

Ecaiu y HMX XBaTHJO HArJOCTH ABHTBCA HA
Halll OCTPOB M PAacCIOJIOXKMTBCA JKHUTh 3XeCh, UM Ha-
BEePHAKA XBATWJIO HArJIOCTH H Ha TO, YTOOKI 06BOpO-
BaTh JOM Mambl. MHe xorenoch 6Bl BHIACHHUTH, TAK
JIK 3TO.

— OHM MOrJH BHIBE3TH Ky4Yy BCAKOM BCAYMHBI B
cBoeit moake, — 3amermn JkyauanH. — Ciona OHH
HaBepHAKA NMPHUILILLIN Ha Joake. Ecam oHu gocra-
BHJIM HA OCTPOB BOPOBaHHEIE BEIIM, UM Hajao 6ulio
rae-T0 UX CIPATATH: A AyMAalO, OHH CJIOXKHJIHM UX B
noxasase.

— Mz Morsin GBI TPOBECTH KOE-KAaKYI0 Pa3BefKy
M IIOCMOTpETb, He OOHAapyKMM JH 4ero-aubo, Ho,
KOHEYHO, CAeJaTh 3TO HajJ0 Tak, 4yTobel CTeku Hac
He BHUAeNH, — cKasan JIuk.

— Ilomunm npamo cefiyac M NOCMOTPHUM, —
npeanoxkuna JKopaxk, He JOOMBLIAA HHUYEro OT-
KJaanbiBaTh. — AHH, Thl TYT BCe BBIMOMH M npubepu
Hall AoM, coruacHa?

AHH pa3peIBanach MEXKAY ABYMA KEJIaHUAMH —
MOMTH C OCTAIBHBEIMH pe6ATAMM WM OIATH IIOUTPATH
B CBOIO JIOOMMYIO Mrpy ¢ nansi-maMels». OHa Tak Jio-
61s1a NPUBOAUTE BCE B MOPAAOK, 3ACTHJIATH MOCTENH,
npubupaTsh neiepy. B KOHIle KOHIIOB OHA 3asABMJA,
4YTO OCTaHeTcA, nycTh pebata uayr Ges Hee.

Mansyukn u JXODA)K TMOAHANHCHL [0 KAHATY
HaBepx. Tumoru ocranca ¢ AHH: OHH 6OAIHCH, YTO
OH MOJKeT BADYr 3ajaATb. AHH NPUBA3AJA €ro, OH
HEeMHOIO NMOCKYJIWJ, HO GOJBIIOrO IIyMa NOAHKMATD
He CTaJ.

Tpoe peGAT Jerau IJIALLIMA Ha KMBOT HA CaMoOi
BEPIUKHE yTeca, IMAAA OTTyJa HA Pa3BAIHUBLIMIACA

147



3aMOK. Bokpyr Bpose Ol HMKOro He O6bLIO, HO CTO-
WJIO MM Tax NMOAYMATH, KaK noasuiaach tpouua Cre-
KOB, MO-BHAMMOMY BBIIUEAIUHX H3 IOA3EMeJIbA.
Ouu aBHO GLLIM paasl BRIATH HA CONHBILIKO, M Ae-
Tell 3TO HUYYTh He YAMBWIO — BOJIBHO YK XOJOZHO
# TeMHO OBLIO B IOJ3eMeNsbe.

Crexu oraafenuch BOKDYr. BOHIOUKA, MOAKAB
XBOCT, CTapanach AEPXKATHCA MOGAMIKE K MHCCHUC
Crek.

— OHHM CMOTDAT, He MOABATCA JH KOPOBbI, OBLbI
M JIOLUAAHM, KOTOPHIX OHH CJABIIIATH IIPOLIJIOK
HOYBIO B nog3emense, — wennya uk Hxyaunany.

Cynpyru CreK noroBopmiIn Mexay cofoit MUHYT-
Ky-APYTYIO, & [IOTOM IOLLIH N0 HanpaBJeHHIO K Ge-
pery, ofpallleHHOMY B CTOPOHY OCTOBA 3aTOHYBILIENO
Kopa6ns. Darap HANIpaBMJICR B TY KOMHATY, rae Je-
TH TNepBOHAYANILHO HAMEPEeBAJINCH CIIaTh, TY CAMYIO,
B KOTOpO#t 06BAIMJICA ITOTOJIOK.

— $1 noitgy Buicaexusats cynpyroB Crek, —

wenHya JkyauaH, — a BbI ABOe NPUrIAIUTE 3a
JArapoM — HHTEPeCHO, 4YTO OH cobupaerca yum-
HHUTB.

xyanan ucues. IIpayacs 3a KycramMu, OH cJe-
Auia, Kyaa asuHyTea CTekH, M 1iea 3a HUMM IO NA-
tam. xopmx u Juk, cobaogas KpaiiHIOIO OCTO-
POXKHOCTB, ITepedpasInuch ¢ yTeca K 3aMKY, BbICHBILIE-
MyCs B caMOM LieHTpe ocrpoBa. M GmuIO cabiuiHo,
KaxK JArap 4To-TO HacBMCThIBaeT. BoHIOuKka Gerasa
o ABOPY 3aMKa.

darap BeIlLeN K3 Pa3pyLUEHHONl KOMHATHI, Aep-
JKa B PyKax LEeJYyI0 OXamnKy AWBAHHBIX IMOAYILEK,
KOTOpBIe, KaK BHAHO, 6bL1M TaM caoxkeHnsl. Ot sapo-
ctu quuo JHxopak nobarposesio, M OHA BLENWIACh B
pyky Jduka.

— CamMmsle Jgyyiuve MaMHHBI nogywkul — mpo-
wenrana oHa. — Hy u ckorsl!
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JAuk Toxke ObLT CHIBHO paccepiskeH. Buino cosep-
mIeHHO fAcHO, 4To Creku, noxkupas Kuppun-kor-
TeK, INPUXBATHJIH BCE, YTO<ILIOXO JEXAaJos.
Mansunk noaofpaj KOM 3eMJIH, TILATEJBHO NpULe-
JHICA M WBLIPHYJ ero. KoM ynan mexay darapom
u BoHioukoit, o6aaB ux Tydeii nbUIH.

OArap YpOHMJI NOAYIUKH M MCIIYTAHHO BO33pHJI-
ca B HeGo. OH ABHO NMOAYMA&J, YTO HA HEro 4YTO-TO
csanunochk ¢ HebGa. J[KOpMK B3ana APYyroili KOMOK,
NpULEAUJIach ¥ 3amyCTHJIA €ro BBICOKO B BO3AYX.
Komoxk ynan npamo Ha BoHiouky. CobGaka B3BH3r-
HyJa M Ky0apeM CKaTHJach MO CTyNeHbKaM, Beny-
LIMM B [TIOABAJ.

Oarap B3rJAHYJ Ha He60, MOTOM, LIMPOKO pasH-
HYB POT, CTAJ O3UPATHCA BOKDYT.

— Y710 310 6BLIO TAKOE? — HEAOYMeBaJ OH.

JuK nomoxaan, NMOKA TOT YCTPEMHUT B3Op B IIpO-
THBOTIOJIOXKHYIO CTODOHY, M CHOBA 3aITyCTHJ B BO3-
ayx Gonbuoft Kom seman. OH pasBajMICA HA MeJ-
KHe KYCOYKH, O6ChINaB ¢ HOr OO I'OJIOBBI MOPAXKEH-
HOro Jarapa.

IIocne atoro JIMK ONATH O4YeHb IOXOXKE 3AMBI-
YajJl — TOYb-B-TOYb KAK KODOBA, HCIILITHIBAIOLLAA
CUABHYIO 60sb. JArap CJIOBHO NMPHPOC K 3emJje, me-
penyraHHLIA 4yTh He KO CMEpPTH.

— Onarts atu KopoBkl! I'ne oHu?

JAuK cHOBa 3amblyai, DArap M3aaa CTPaLUHBIA
BOILTh M GPOCHJICA K JIECTHMILIE B INOA3eMeJbe C Ta-
Koit 6bICTpOTOIM, YTO exBa He cBanniaca BHu3. Ocra-
BUB HA 3eMJle BCe NMOAYLIKH, OH C OTYAAHHBIM KpH-
KOM CKPLIICA M3 BHUAY.

— BricTpol — cxomanmosan MK, BCKOYMB Ha
Hord. — Ero He Gyzer no kpaiiHell Mepe HECKOJIBKO
MHHYT — CJIHIUIKOM YK OH nepenyraycs, 4Tobbl BbI-
coBbIBaThCA. JlaBaiiTe CXBATHM NOAYIUKH M mepeTa-
MM uX cioaa. 1 He moHMMalo, ¢ Kakoit cratu Cre-
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KM JO/DKHBI MMM INOJB30BATECA B 9TOM KOLLIMADPHOM
noa3eMesbe. ‘

JIBoe peGaT 6eroM pMHYJHMCH BO ABOP, CXBATHIH
NOAYIUKHM M Tak e GLICTPO BepHYJIHMCh Ha CBOe IIO-
ratiHoe MecTO. JIMK CMOTpeNn Ha KOMHATY, M3 KOTO-
poit Darap BEIHEC NMORYIIKH.

— A 470, ecqiM NPOCKOJIB3HYTh TYAA M IIOCMOT-
peTh, YTO OHM eIle TAM NPHNpATAIH? — CIIPOCHI
oH. — C xaxoif craTi ocTaBJATH UM Boobiue yuTo Ghl
TO HH OBLJIO, YTO MM HEe IIPHHALJEKUTT

— 5 noltay Tyaa, a ThHI IIOCTOPOXKHM BXOX B TOA-
semenne. — ckasana JDxopmx. — Ecian ysuauus
Onrapa, Tefe AOCTATOYHO ele Pa3oK 3aMblvyaTh, U
OH y0eXXHT 3a HECKOJILKO MHJIb OTCIOAA.

— Hnper, — ckasan, yasibaacs, Iuk u GbicTpo
HaNpaBMWJICA K CTYIEHAM, BEAYLLMM B IOA3eMeJibe.
Hu Oarap, uu BoHlouka He moxasajM NPHU3HAKOB
KHU3HH. .

JDxopk BOLLIA B PA3pPYLUEHHYI0O KOMHATY H
rHeBHO oruanenachk BOKpyr. la, Crekn Hanoxunau
PYKy Ha n0o6po ee MaTepH — B 3TOM COMHEBATLCA He
npuxoaunaocel Tyt 6uutn M oxmesana, U cepebpo, M
BCEBO3MOKHBIe NPOAYKTHI. Muccuc Crex ABHO 3a-
Gpanach B Goasiuoit mkad nox secruuueit u aabpa-
Jla OTTYAA& CaMble Pa3HBle BellM, KOTOphble XpaHu-
JINCh TaM 1A MOBCEAHEBHLIX HYMKI.

Ixopmx noabexana K JuKy. /
— Tam Mmacca Hamux Bewieitl — APOCTHO mpo-
wenrana ona. — IloiigeM, rmoMokelrr MHe MX 3a-

6pars. IlocMoTpHM, yAACTCA M HAM 3aXBATHTH Bce,
npexxje 4YeM CHOBA TMOABUTCA OArap WJIH BEPHYTCH
Creku.

IToxa OHM mepemIenTLIBAIKUCH, A0 UX CJAyXa JO-
Heccs TUXMI cBucT. OrjAHYBIIMCH, OHH YBHIENH
HanpasasBlueroci B uUX cropoHy J[xyamana. Ou
cpa3y JKe NMPHCOSANHUJICA K HUM.
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— Crexu oTnpaBWINCH Ha JIOAKE K CTapoii mocy-
ANHe, — COOBILUIMJ OH. — ¥ HHMX Ie-TO MeXAy TeMH
BOH CKasamu cnparaHa aoxka. Ilanama Crek, xak
BMJHO, XOPOLUHNH MOPAK, €CJIHM CyMeJ IPOBECTH JIOA-
Ky MeXIy 3THMH CTPaIIHBIMH pudamu.

— O, 3Ha4MT, y HAC €CThL BPeMA CAEJATH TO, YTO
3agyMai, — PpagoCTHO BOCKAMKHYJA IIur. OH TO-
poruiuBo pacckasan JxyauaHy o ToM, uro JDxopmx
yBHAAIA B PA3pyLUEHHON KOMHarTe.

— Ax, Bopiord OHH 3TaKkuMel — BO3MyTWICA
Jxynuan. — YTo oHM He coGMpalOTCA BO3BpPAILATH-
ca B Kuppun-korremx, aro acHo. UM HyxHo obae-
JIaTh 3/1eCh KaKOe-TO Aejable ¢ KOHTpabaHaucTamu,
a TocJie 3TOro OHM CMOIOTCA BMECTe CO BCEMHM HABO-
POBaHHLIMM BelLlAMH, CAAYT rae-HUOyab Ha napo-
XOJ M IPECIIOKONHO yeayT.

— Her, 3aTo uM He yaacTci, — TYT XKe BO3-
pasuaa Jxopaxk. — Mu cofupaeMca Bce 3a-
6paTh M nepenpaBuTh B newtepy. Iuk Gyaer
CTOATH HA CTPake y BXoja — Ha caydail, ecau
BAPYT NMOABUTCA JAarap, a MH ¢ Toboit, xynu-
aH, MoxeM ObICTpeHBKO yHecTH Beiuu. IlosaHee
MBI c6pocMM HX B Haly Ieluepy.

— Toraa aasaiite noroponumcal — TyT xKe oro-
apanca Jxkyanan. — Mel OO/KHBI 3TO IpOAeJaTh
no BoasBpauieHns CTeKoB, a A He AyMalo, YTO OHHU
TaM HAAOArO 3ajepkarcA. BepoATHO, OHHM IOLLLIH
3abpaTh 4eMOAaH M BCE OCTAIBHOE, YTO XPAHUTCA HA
cTapoii nocyauHe. 3Haere, NPOLILIOI HOYbIO A BHAEN
Ha MOpe CBeT — BO3MOYXHO, 3TO GBLI CHrHaJ, c000-
IIABIINI, YTO KOHTPAGAHAMCTHI OCTABJAAIOT Ha CTa-
poit nocyzAMHe 4T0-TO, 4TO CTeKH AO/KHE! 3a6paTh.

Joxopmk u J>KyauaH B6eXAaNH B PaspylUeHHYIO
KOMHATY, HalpaJii KaKABIA LEeayI0 OXAIKy BCEeBO3-
MOXKHBIX Belueit 1 GPOCHIMCh ONPOMETHIO HA YTeC,
4TOOBI CIIPATATH 3TO TaM, & MOTOM, KOria BBIAACTCA
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ynoBGHBI MOMEHT, OTHeCTH NobJ/iMXKe K OTBEPCTHUIO B
noroake neiwuepsl. CTeKH, Moxoxxe, 3aXBaTHJIH BCe,
YTO MOXKHO GBIJIO JIerko yHecTH. OHHM YKpanu paxe
KYXOHHBIe Yachll

DArap Tak U He NOABUJCHA, TaK 4YTO J[UKy He
OCTABAJIOCh HHMYEro MHOro, KakK CHIAETh Ha CTYy-
neHAX, BeAYLIMX B MNOABaJ, M HalaogaTh, 4YTO
penamor apyrue. Yepea HekoTopoe Bpemsa IIxy-
auaH ¥ JKopaxK McnycTHMAM B3XOX obseryeHus
u nomaHuad K cebe JIuxa. Tor ocrasua csoit
MOCT M NOAOLUES K HHUM.

— Hy, mB1 Teneps Bce 3abpanu, — coolbiuna
Ixynauan. — $1 TOABKO MOZOMAY K Kpalo yTeca IO-
cMoTpers, He Bodspawmiaiorca au Creku. Ecau Her,
MBI BCe 3aliMeMCA TepeHOCKOil Belueit nobamike K
OTBEPCTHIO B CBOAE Mellephl.

OueHb CKOPO OH BO3BpATHJICA.

— ¥ Buzen MX JNOAKY, NMPHUBA3AHHYIO K Gopry
3aTOHyBI1IEro Kopabasa, — coobiuma oH. — MeI pac-
rnoJiaraeM ere HeKoropeIM BpeMeHeM. Ilomunu nepe-
HeceM Bewuy B OesomacHoe mecTo. Ham mpaMo-taku
nose3aJol

OHM moATAILMJIM BelUM K JAbIpeé M KPMKHYJIHU
BHH3:

— Caywaii, AHH, y HAC TYT TOHHEI BCAKOM
BCAYMHBI, BCe€ 3TO HAAO CNOYCTUTh B MeLIepy.
Croit u noBul

Yepes oTBepcTHE B CBOAE B MeLUepy IOJETeNH ca-
Mble pasHooGpasHbie npeaMeThl. AHH Gulja ropake-
Ha. Cepe6po 1 BCe, YTO MOrJIO Pa3GUTLCA NMPH naje-
HUM, pefATa TIIATEILHO 3aBEePHYJIH B OfeAJa U CITy-
CTWJIM C TIOMOLUBIO KAHATA.

— Bor T Moitl — BcKpHuyana AHH. — 3Tta ne-
mepa ¥ B caMoOM JeJie CKopo Oyer MOXOAUTH HA Ha-
CTOALLMI AOM, KOrga A aKKypaTHO PasJIoKy U 3TH
BelH.

152



Korna netu y»xe 3aakaH4YMBaJIH CBOIO pabory, OHU
YCABILIAMH B OTAAJIEHMH KAKHe-TO IoJjoca.

— Creku Bosspamalorcal — ckasan xyau-
aH M OCTOPOXXHO BRITJIAHYJ 3a Kpait yreca. OH
okasanca npas. OHM BepHYJHCh K CBoelt Joake,
a B JAaHHEIII MOMEHT y)Ke HANPAaBJAAJHCh K 3aM-
Ky, Heca ¢ cobolt yemMomaH, KoTophei#t 3a6panu c
Kopabns.

— [HasaiiTe noitneM 3a HUMH CJE€OM H IIOCMOT-
puM, 4yto Oyzer, Koraa oHH o0HAapYKAaT, YTO B KOM-
HaTe HUYero He OCTAJIOCh, — MPEMJIOMKHJI, YXMbLIA-
ace, Ixynuan. — ITouwaul

OHu nepenosnsam yepes yTec Ha »KHUBOTe U gobpa-
JINCh RO 3apocjieif KyCTapHMKA, 38 KOTOPLIMH MOM-
HO 6bLIO CIIPATATHCA M NMOHAGMIOAATDL 3a NMPOMCXOAA-
LLIHM.

Crekn mocTaBMJIM 4YEMOAAH HA 3€MJII0 M CTaIM
UCKaTh riaasamu darapa. Ho Toro Hurae He 6bui1o
BHUAHO.

— Kyna nesanca ator Ma.annmxa? — HerepIme-
JuBo Bonpourana muccuc Crek. — VY Hero Geuia
Macca BpeMeHH, 4ToGhl CAeJaTh BCe, YTO HYKHO. Of-
rap! Sarap! Oarapl

Muctep Crex nogowen K paspylIeHHOH KOMHa-
Te, 3arMAHYJ BHYTDb, & IIOTOM CHOBA BEPHYJICA K
JKeHe.

— OH yixe Bce nepeHec BHM3, — COOOGLLMA MMC-
Tep Crek. — Ceifuac OH He HMHaye Kak B IOA3e-
meane. Ta KOMHAaTa COBEPILIEHHO ITyCTA.

— $ emy Besesa, KaK KOHYMT, NMOXHATHLCA HA-
BepX M IMOCMAETh HA COJHLE, — 3aABHJIA MHMCCHC
Crek. — Haxoautsca B 3TOM mnoa3emMesbe BPEIHO
UL 3R0POBbA... arapl

Ha a3ror pas 9arap ycaeimuain, U3 BXOAA B IOA-
BaJI BBICYHYJIaCh HAPY»Ky €ero rososa. Buna y Hero
6bL1 KpaliHe MCIyraHHBINA.
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— IlopuuMaiica HaBepx, — CKOMaHAOBAJKA MHC-
cuc Crek. — Tl yike nepeTaim Bce BeLM BHM3, &
Ternepb NOGYAB 37€Ch, HA CONHBILIIKE.

— § Goiocs, — ckasan Iarap. — A Goaslue
OAMH 371eCh He OCTAHYCh.
— 9710 eme noyemy? — YAMBJIEHHO CIIPOCHJIA

muccuc Crek.

— Onsare 7™y Koposwm! — ckasan GeaueI -
rap. — CorHM Mx, namna, BCeé MLIYAT BOKPYT MEHA,
YeM-TO B MEHS WLIBLIPAIOTCA. OTO ONAacHbIe dKUBOT-
Hble, O4€Hb ONAacHLIe, H A OXUH cioaa GoJibIie He XO-
nok!



TJIABA BOC TAS
Heo’KHAQHHBIA NAGHHHK

CreKku yCTaBMIMCh HA DArapa: yK He CIATHI JH
ChIHOYeK?

— Koposul yemM-T0 B T¢6a wBRIpAAuCL? — 1npo-
ropopuaa HaxkoHen, muccuc Crek. — Yrto THl XO-
yewrb 3TUM cKa3arb? KopoBel He MOryT LUBBIPATHCA
yeM-Jaubo.

— A 3TH WUBBIPAJKCH, — CTOSAJ HA CBOeM JArap,
a MOTOM Hayall BCAYECKH MNpeyBeJIMYUBATHL TPOHMC-
LIeAlIee B HazexAe NpoGyAuTh Y poauTeseil coyys-
cTBHe K cefe. — OT10 OLLIM yKaCHble KOPOBBI, MX
6b1TM COTHM, C pOramMi, JJIMHHBIMM, KaK Yy OJIeHe,
M JKYTKHMH MbIYalIMMH rosiocamu. M onn Gpocasn
B MeHa u IIITyuyKy pasHnsle npeamersl. OHa crpati-
HO mepenyranach, Aa 4 A Toxe. 51 ypoHun noayuu-
KH, KOTOpbIe HeC, U nobexxas NpATaThCA.

— T'ne ke noaywiku? — CIpocHi, OriAAbLIBAACH
BOKpyTr, muctep Crek. — He BmiKy HMKaKuXx roay-
mwek. Tel, HaBepHOe, CKAMXEIlb, KX CHEJH KOPOBLI.

— Passe Thl He mnepeHec BCe Belly B IOA3e-
menne? — rpoaHo cnpocuaa mamaiua Crexk. — Jeno
B TOM, YTO Ta KOMHATA celfuac COBEpLIEHHO IyCTa.
B Heill He ocTasOoCh HM €AWHON BELLMYKH.

— § BoOOLIIE HUYEro He OTHOCHJI BHM3, — CKA-
3an Jarap, OCTOPOXXHO BLLJIE3as M3 BXOAA B IOA3e-
meare. — I YPOHMJ MOAYIUKH NMPUMEPHO HA TOM
camMOM MecCTe, rje Bl ceifiyac crouTe. A 4YTO C HUM
cranocs? .

— Ilocnymaii-ka, — Havaa nopakeHHbIH MMC-
Tep Crek. — K10 ycnen nobriBaTh 31eCh 3a TO Bpe-
m#A, 4ro Mel orcytcrBoBanu? Kro-to 3abpanr u atm

155



caMele NMOAYLUKH, U Bce ocraabHoe. Kyma oHu Bce
-neamn?

— Ila, 310 Npoaenaay Te caMble KOPOBBI, — 3a-
ABUJ OArap, CJOBHO OXKHMAAA YBHIAETh KODOB, YXO-
AALIMX C NOAyIIKaMHu, cepe6poM U oxessaMu.

— IlepecraHs nmOpPOoTH YylIL NMPO KOpPOB, —
sakpuyana wmuccuc Crek, BHe3alHO TIIOTEpPAB
TepnneHHe. — Bo-nepBriX, HA 3TOM OCTpPOBe HeET
HUKAKMX KODOB — B 3TOM MhLI TBeDAO YBEDeHHI,
TaK K&K YTPOM BHHMATEJBHO OCMOTDEJH Bce
BoKpyr. To, 4YTO MH CJABIIAJH HPOILUJOH
HOYBIO, GBIJIO KAKOe-TO CTPAaHHOE 3X0, OTPa)KaB-
meeca or creH. Her, Mol MaslbyuK, B 3TOM Je-
ne He Bce uucTo. Iloxoxe, YTO HA OCTPOBE KTO-
TO ecTsl

Ha-nioa 3eman pasaanca OTYAAHHLIN BOIJbL. OTO
B3BaIa BoHIOUKA, GOABILIAACA OCTABATLCA OAHA ITOA
3eMJell 1 He pellaBLIAACA BBIATH HaApYKYy.

— Beausaxeuka Thl MOf! — BOCKJIMKHYJA MHC-
cuc Crex, ABHO OTHOCHBILIAACA K BoHiouke ¢ Gosb-
ureit 1000BBIO, YeM K KOMY-JHGO Apyromy.

— A 4TO C Helt NPUKJIIOYNJIOCH?

BoHouka 3aBmJIA elle ropecTHee, H MHCCHUC
Crek TOPONJHBO COYCTHJAACH IO CTYIEHAM K
ceoeit cobauke. Mucrep Ctrex nociaemosan 3a
Hel, a JArap, He TepAA BPeMeHH, YCTPEeMHJICA
32 DOAHTENAMH.

— BricTpol — ckomangoBai llmynnan, NOAHH-
MaAachb Ha Horu. — JIuk, moitmem coO MHoi. Y Hac
Kax pa3 MOXXeT XBATHUTh BPEMEHH Ha TO, YTOoOh! 3a-
6paTts TOT YeMonaH. Bexum!

JBoe ManbuuKOB ObICTPO BOEXKANMM BO ABOD 3aM-
Ka. Kaxxaniit Bassica 3a OQHY M3 pydYeK MAaJIeHbKOIo
yemozaHa, M cooflia OHM NMOAHANM ero. Bmecre ¢
4YeMOJaHOM OHHM, IIOLIATHIBAACHL, BEPHYJHCh K

xoprox.
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— Mz oTHeceM ero B mneiepy, — MNpOLLENTAT
Joxkynunan. — Trsl nobyaps 3aech elle HECKOAbKO MH-
HYT ¥ NOCMOTPH, 4YTO GyAeT MPONCXOAUTS.

ManbuHUKH IeperpaBUINCh BMECTE C YeMOIAHOM
yepe3 yrec. JPKOpMK pacrjacraaach Mo3agd Kycra
¥ Habmonana. CryCTA HeCKOJILKO MMHYT CHOBA ITOA-
Buica mucrep Crek M cTraa OrIAALIBATLCA BOKDYT B
nouckax yemonaHa. Korga oH yGexmica, 4To 4yeMo-
RAH McYe3, Y Hero OT YAHUBJIEHUA OTBMCJA YeJIOCTh.
On 3aopaJi, NOAOHAA K BXOAY B IOABAJI.

— Knapal Yemonan ucuea!

Muccuc Crek Kax pas NmogHHMajach BBepPX IO
JectHuue. Boniouka Opena pagom c Heil, a darap
caexoBas 3a MaTepnio o aaraM. OHA BeILILIA HADY-
Ky ¥ BHUMATEJILHO CTaj1a OTJAAABIBATECA BOKDPYT.

— Hcuea?! — BocKAMKHYJIA OHA B KpaliHeMm
yausineiuu. — Hcues? Kyna xe oH mor noze-
BaTnscA?

— Bor 310-T0 5 1 x0Tex Gbl BBIACHUTH, — BOC-
KIUKHYA MUcTep Crek. — Ctromno HaM OCTaBUTBH
€ro 3jieChb Ha HECKOJbKO MHHYT, K&K ero M cJex Inpo-
CTBUI. Yuien Ha COGCTBEHHBIX HOrax — KaxK M BCe
npouue Beruu!

— ITocaywaititrel Ha ocTpoBe KTO-TO €CTb, —
ckasasna muccuc Crek, — u A 06A3aTeNbLHO BBLIACHIO,
KTO 3T0. TBOI nucrosner npu rebe?

— TyT on, — ckasan mucrep Crek, xaonas cebsa
no noscy. — Thl TOXe BO3BLMU-KA NMAJKY NOKpenye,
1 IITyuky c coboit nmpuxsaru. 51 Gyay He s, KoJu
Mbl He AO3HAeMCA, KTO 3TO NMBITAETCA COPBATB BCe
HalIM NJaaHbI!

J>KOpIK OCTOPOXKHO YCKOJNIB3HYJA C Habawona-
TEJILHOIO NMYHKTA, 4YTo0Ll MpeaocTepeyYb OCTANbHBIX.
IIpex e yeM CITYCTMTLCA 110 KAHATY BHHU3, OHA MpHU-
KphlJIa OTBEPCTHE, BeAyllee B Ielepy, HeCKOJbKH-
MM BeTKaMM MOXKeBeJbHUKa. CIyCTHBIUUCH B Me-
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LIEpY, OHA PacCKa3asia OCTAJIbHBIM O TOM, YTO CJIBI-
mianaa.

JIKyaHaH NBITAJICA OTKPHITH Y€eMOJAaH, HO OH BCe
emte 6u11 3anepr. OH NOAHAJ rOJIOBY M B3IVIAHYJ Ha
JI>xopaK, KOTOopas, 3aabIXafch, DacCKa3blBana O
NpOoMCIUeAILIEM. X

— Mu Gyaem 3aech B Ge3omacHOCTH, MOKA KTO-
HUOYAb He NMPOBAJMUTCA B AbIPY B CBOAE Iellepbl, —
cKa3an oH. — A Tenepb 4To0hl Bce Bean ceba THXO,
a tel, TuMMH, He cmeil peryaTsl

Kaxoe-To Bpems He ObLIO CABILLIHO HM 3BYKa, a
NOTOM B OTAAJIEHHM pasaasica nail BoHiouku.

— Tuxo! — ckasan [J)xyamaH, — OHH rae-To
3aecs, moban3ocTH.

CTexkn cHoBa B300panuCh HA YTeC M TLLATENBHO
OCMATPHUBAJH 3eMJIIO ITOX KaKAbIM KycTtoM. OHH mo-
AOLLTH K GOJBILIOMY KYCTY, 38 KOTOPBIM A€TH 4acTO
NpATAINCh, M YBHUAEAM, YTO TpaBa B 3TOM MeCTe
NnpuMATA.

— 3nmech KTOo-T0 ObL1, — 3aABWI MHCTED
Crek. — Yk He 3a6pasIuCh' I OHM B CAMYIO CEPeaKY
3TOro KycTa — OH TaKOM ryCcToif, YTO B HEM MOXKHO
CnpATaTh 4YyTh He Lenyio apmuio! I monpobyio Tyaa
nponeats, Kiapa, a Thl IOCTOM C MOMM IHUCTOJIETOM,
IOCTOPOXKH.

Iloka Bce 3TO NMpPOMCXOAMJIO, DArap mMolueJa IIo-
6pOANUTH B OQMHOYECTBE, BIIQJIHE YBEPEHHBIH, YTO He
CBILLIETCA TAKOIo Aypaka, KOTOpHIi coriacuiaca Gbl
KHMTh B CAMOIi ryiue Koswodero Kycra. OH npoureJca
10 BepPXYyIUKe yTeca M BAPYr NO4YYyBCTBOBAaJ, K CBOe-
My y3Kacy, 4TO KyAa-to nagaer. Horu ero nposann-
JIUCBH B ABIPY, OH YUENWICA PYKAMH 38 KaKHe-TO KO-
JIIoYne BeTKH, HO 310 ero He cnacao. OH npogosxan
nagaTh BHHU3, MOKA C FPOXOTOM He LIUIENTHYJCA Ha
YTO-TO TBEpAOe. DArap NMpPOBAJIMJCA B ABLIDY B CBOAE
newepsl. OH MOABMIICA Iepex rjaa3aMHM HM3yMJIEH-
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HBIX ZeTeil BHe3aITHO H DYXHYJ Ha MArKui necuya-
HbuIf moa. THMMM €O CTPALIHEIM DLIYAHHMEM TYT Ke
KHHYJCA Ha Hero, HO J[XXOpMK ycrena BOBpeMsA OT-
TAIMTSH IIca.

darap 6bLT B NOJYHEBMEHAEMOM COCTOAHWH, Or-
JIYIUEHHBIM CTPAXOM M HEOXKHMIAAHHBIM MAJEHHEM.
OH nexxas1 Ha Moy melepnl, 3aKPhIB Ijia3a, ¥ CTO-
Han. JleTm KOAro CMOTDENH HA HEro, NOTOM — ApYr
Ha apyra. Oy 6LUIH OlLIADALIIEHBI H HECKOJBKO MU-
HYT He 3HAJM, 4YTO JeJaTh M 4YTO roBoputh. TuMMH
pHIYAJ CBHMpENo, HACTONLKO CBHDEIo, 4TO JArap OT
cTpaxa OTKpPbLI riasa. CoBeplLIeHHO MOpPaXKeHHbI,
OH B y»ace YCTaBWICA Ha deTBepbIX pebGAT M HX
nca.

OH yxe orkpbL1 Gulio poT, 4TOOBI 3aBOMHUTH O
MOMOIIM, HO CPa3y Ke IOYYBCTBOB&JI HA CEOHUX TIy-
6ax mMPOKYI0 AanoHb JKyauaHa.

— Ilonpobyit, KPpUKHM XOTb pPa3, M A I03BOJIIO
TuMMH OTKyCcHUTB 10001 KYCOK TBOEro Teja, KaKoit
emy npurasaHercal — ckasan J»KyamnaH rosocom He
MeHee CBHpenbIM, yeM pblyaHue Tumorn. — Ilo-
Han? MosxeTt, xodews nonpo6osats? THUMMH TOJBKO
TOIO M XKJIEeT.

— § He crany kpuuats, — ckasaa 9arap. Ou
rOBOPMJ TAKMM THMXHMM LIENOTOM, 4YTO AETH eABa
MOIJIM PaccJbILIATH €ro CJIoBa. — Y6epurte CBOIO CO-
Gaky. 5 He cTaHy KpU4YaTb.

Jxopmx obparmaace k Tumorn.

— A Teneps, Tumorn, nocaywmait mens. Ecau
3TOT MAJBYMK 3aKPHUUYMUT, XBaTall ero — u Beel JIar
TYT, PAAOM C HHM, H TOK&KH eMy, Kakue y Tebs
Gonbine 3yObl. EcaM OH 3akpuuMT, Kycail ero 3a
4YTO MOMnaJo.

— TaB, — oro3sasca TUMMH ¢ OYeHb AOBOJIb-
HeIM BuaoM. OH yserca Boase Oarapa. Manrsuuk no-
NBITAJCA OT Hero oToABMHYThCsA. Ho BcaAKMit pas,
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Kak OH oToABHrajicA, THMMHK okasbiBajica Bce Oiu-
xKe u Gumdke K Hemy.

Oarap obseJs riaasaMu peGAT.

— Yro BHI fesiaeTe HA 3TOM OCTpoBe? — cnpocn.n
OH. — M= aymanu, Bel yeXaJHu AOMOIi.

— OT0 — Ham ocTpoB! — APOCTHO BCKpH4ajia
Ixopmk. — MEI uMeeM moJsIHOe NpaBoO 3AeCh HAXO-
AUTHCA, €CJIM 3aXO0THM, & BOT Y BaC HUKAKOro npasa
Ha 3to Her. Huxkaxorol Bul 3aueM TyT — THI H TBOM
nana ¢ MaMoi?

— He sHaio, — xMypo orserms 9arap.

— Thl ayuiie ckakH, — npeaynpeaui ero JHxy-
auaH. — MRl 3HaeM, YTO Bhl B CrOBOpe C KOHTpA-
GangucramMmu.

DArap CTPAaLIHO YAUBHICA.

— C xourpabanaucramu? 5 sroro He 3Han. MHe
HHU namna, HI MaMa HH4ero He rosopmian. 51 soBce He
XOuy MMeTh AeJI0 ¢ KOHTpabaHaucTaMu.

— Tol Tak-Tak¥ HHUYEIOLIEHLKM He 3Haemb? —
cnpocus Jiuk. — ThI He 3Haellb, 3aYeM BEHI MpHUexa-
Ju Ha octpoB Kuppuu?

— Huuero s He 3Ha10, — OCKOPGJIEHHBEIM TOHOM
orserun oarap. — Ila U mMa njaoxo co MHOit obpa-
marorca. OHM HMKOra HUYEero MHe He pacCKa3blBa-
101. I nenaio 4TO NpUKaXyT — BOT M Bce. O KOHT-
paGaHAMCTaX A MOHATHA He MMEI0, MOXKeTe MHe IIOo-
BePHUTD.

Jeram 6BLIO COBEpPLUEHHO SACHO, YTO JArap U B
caMoOM feJjie He 3HaeT, 4TO nobyaAuJio ero poauTeseil
OTIIPAaBMTBLCA HA OCTPOB.

— Hy u4To X, MeHs HHMYYTh He YJAUBJJET,
4TO OHM He nocsamwaloT IIpsimasyio O6pasauny
B CBOM TaiiHbl, — ckKasan Jxyauan. — f yse-
peH, 4To OH GbI ux BheIGONTAN, ecau Gu1 mor. Ho
TAaK MJM HHa4Ye MBI-TO 3HAEeM, YTO OHH 3aMme-
maHel B KOHTpabaHze.
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— OrnycTuTe MeHa, — ckasan DArap, Hacynmus-
mucsk. — Bel He HMeeTe mpaBa AEPKATh MEHA

— Her, — TyT e orkaukHynacer Hxopmx, —
mul Te6a He ornycTuM. OTHBIHE THI HAlI IUIEHHHK.
Ecan MBI Te6A OTIIYCTMM K TBOMM DOAUTENAM, Thl
HeMeJJICHHO BCe MM IIpO HAC PACCKAXKellb, a Mbl He
XOTUM, 4TOOEI OHHM 3HAJM, YTO MHEI 3aech. MEI co-
pBeM HX 3aMevAaTeJbHhIe ILUIAHbI, IOHUMAaellb?

Oarap noHumas. OH MHOroe NMOHMUMaJ, U OT 3TO-
ro emy 6bU10 KpaltHe He no cebe.

— Oro BH 3a6pasH MOAYIIKH K Apyrue sewu?

— Y710 TH, AOpOryma, — Bo3pasuan Juk. — 910
caesaJu KOpOBHI, passe Her? Thl He NOMHHUIIB, KaK
caM paccKasblBaJ CBOeil MaTepM O COTHAX KOPOB,
KOTODBIe MBIYAJIH, LUBLIPAAHM B Te6A Kakue-TO Be-
LM, & MOTOM YKDAaJM IOAYLIKH, KOTODbIe ThI ypoO-
Hua? Heyenu Thl Tk CKOpO 3albLA MpO 3THX Ca-
MBIX KOpoB?

— CMmeeluncs HAIO MHOM, na? — YTpIOMO CITPOCHJI
Oarap. — Yro BuI cobupaereck co MHOI caenars? f
37eCh He OCTAHYCh, 3TO MOe NOoCJeiHee CJAOBO.

— Ocranewsca, Ilpennasaa O6pasuHa, ocra-
HellIbCA KAaK MHWJIeHbKHH, — 3aaBua JDxyamaH., —
Tw Gyaewmsb 3aech OCTABATBCA A0 TeX NMOP, NMOKA MBI
He mno3soauM Tebe yOparbcA, a 3To npomsoitaer
TOJILKO TIOCJIE TOrO, KAK MBI PaCKpOeM MAaJeHbKHi
cekper Hacuer KOHTpabanawl. 1 mossons MHe Teba
NpeaymnpeaAnuThb: 3a J10yio rayrnocTh ¢ TBoe CTopo-
Hbl Teba Hakaxer Tummu.

— Ckotsl BB BCe, — CKasax Jarap, BHUAA, 4YTO
€My HHM4Yero He OCTAETCA, KAK MOAYMHHUTLCA deTBe-
poiM pebaram. — Hy M pasosnarcsa ke Ha BacC MOM
na 1 mal

Ero ¢na» u ¢ma» GbliIN KpaiiHe yauBieHbl. Pa-
3yMeeTcAa, B OTPOMHOM IYCTOM KYCT€ HMKTO He IpA-
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Tanca, u, Koraa mucrep Crek, HcuapanaHHbIA K OK-
poBaBJIEHHBINA, BRIOpaJICA OTTyZa, OH Ha4YaJ HCKATh
raasamu Jarapa. Ho 9arapa Hurae He 6bun0.

— Kyna neBasica 3TOT mapuUIMBBIA MaJab4HIl-
Ka? — crpocua oH u 3aopan: — 9arap! Oarapl

Ho Oarap He orkaukaica. CTeKn O4YeHb JOJIO
MCKAJIH ero M Ha 3emJe, M mon 3emueit. Muccuc
Crex Onina yGexxzaeHa, utro Geaussxka Oarap 3aboy-
AWICA B MOA3eMeJbe, H OHA IONKLITANACH IOCIATh Ha
noucku Boriouky. Ho BoHiouka Jouuia TOJABLKO A0
neppoit meruepsl. OHAa NMOMHMUNA CTPAHHbBIE 3BYKH,
KOTOphIE CJBILIAJNA MPOLLIOR HOYBIO, H COBCEM He
ropeJa xejnaHHeM o0cJIeIOBATh IIOA3EMeNbe.

ITokoHuuB BhIssICHeHMe Aena ¢ darapom, Hxyanan
COCPeOTOYMJI BCe BHUMAaHHMe HA YeMOJaH4YMKe.

— H ero ceituac kakum-HUGy b obpasom aa or-
Kpoo, — oObaABua OH. — §I yBepeH, 4TO B HeM
KOHTpabaHAHBIE TOBaph!, XOTA oAMH Bor 3Haer, Ka-
KHe MMEeHHO.

— 3uauunT, Tebe npuaerca cGUTh 3aMKH, — 3a-
metua uk.

JxynuaH noaHAA GOABILION KaMeHb M MONbITAN-
ca couth oba 3amkKa. Yepes HeKOTOpoe BpeMA eMy
YA&JIOCHh B3JIOMATH OAMH M3 HHX, & [IOTOM MOANAJICA
u Apyroii. lleTH QTKUHYAM KDBLILIKY.

Ceepxy Jexano AeTCKOe OAeAblie, YKpalleHHoe
BRILUMTHIMHA GenbiMu Kpoamkamu, IKynauaH caep-
HYJ €ro, OXujaasa YBMJAETh IIOX HHUM KOHTpabaHz-
Hblit rpy3. Ho, K ero yausieHHIO, TaM OKAa3aIHUCh
AeTcKue onexxKul

OH BulTamma ux. JIse rony6eie dyrGonku, cu-
HAA 10004Ka, HeCKOJBbKO MaeK, LITAHUIUKH, TerJjoe
nanbto. Ha aHe yeMozaHa JieXXanu KaKue-TO KyK-
Jibl M TUTIOLIEBLII MeABeXXOHOK!

— Bor Te Hal — BOCKJHKHYJ NOPaYKeHHBLIH
Jxynuan. — Jlna yero aro Bce? 3auem Ctekm npu-
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BOJIOKJIM 3TO HA OCTPOB M MOYeMy KOHTpaGaHIMCTBI
CIIPATATH 3TH BelUM Ha crapoit mocyauHe? Bor 3a-
ragka tak saragkal

Oarap, no-suauMoMy, GBI CTOJIb Ke YAUBJEH,
Kak ¥ ocranbHbie. OH TOXKe O)KHMAAN YBUAETHb B 4Ye-
MoznaHe Kakue-HHOyab ueHHble Bewu. JKopmx u
AnH BeITAaMAM KyKoa. OHuM GbLIM IpexopouleHb-
Kue. AHH npuakana ux K rpyad. Jxopax npeaupa-
Ja KyKoJ, a AxnH oboxana.

— Ysu oun? — cnpocuna ona. — Ox, Kak pac-
CTPOHTCA UX XO03AMKa, 4T0o X Her C¢ Hell Kyauan,
Hy He CTPaHHO JH BCe 3TO, KaK mno-rsoemy? Yero
PagM MOrJI0 KOMY-TO NOHAAOOMTLCA HOCTABUTH HA
octpos Kuppun yemozaH, IOIHBIN AETCKOH OEMKALI
M KyKon?
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TJABA TEBATHANIIATAA
KpHK B HOuH

Ha Bonpockt AHH HH Yy KOrO He HaXOAWJIOCH OT-
pera. Jlern o3aaauyeHHO CMOTDEJH BHYTDb 4eMoza-
Ha. MM Kasanoch HejlenkIM AOCTaABAATh KOHTpabGaH-
noit mogobHble Bewu. IIpunoMuuam oHm u apyrue
npeaMersl, KOTOpPble BHAEJH HA CTApPOM ITOCYAH-
He, — CBECTHbIe KOHCepBhl. Toxke CcTpaHHO — JoO-
CTaBJATh NMOACOHBIE BEelM HA OCTPOB KOHTpabaHn-
HbIM nyTeM. Bce 310 Kasajioch cosepuieHHO Oec-
CMBICJIEHHBIM.

— Crpanno, — ckasan JIluk. — Huuero He mo-
HuMao. TyT 4TO-TO He YMCTO, COMHEHUH He BBI3bI-
paer, uHaue Crekn He OoKosauMBanIuch GbI Ha Ha-
mieM ocrpose. Kpome TOro, Mul e BHAEJM B MOpe
CHMTHANBl C Kaxoro-ro Kopabasa. YTo-To BCe-Taku
npoucxoauT. MBI JymManu, ecJiM BCKPOEM 4YeMOJAaH,
3TO NMOMOJKeT HaM pasrafaTrh TaiiHy, a BMeCTO 3TOro
cuTyauus craia euie Gosee saarago4Hois.

B 310T caMulif MOMEHT MOCJLILLIATKCH I'0JI0ca Na-
nalmM ¥ MaMaluu OArapa, 3BaBLIMX CBOEro ChIHOY-
Ka. Ho Oarap He cMesn 0TO3BaTBCA HA MX KPHKH.
THMMH IUIOTHO YTKHYJI CBOI HOC B HOT'Y MaJb4YHKa
M MOT YKYCHTb ee B miobyio MuHyTy. Bpemsa or Bpe-
meHH TUMMH phluai, 4ToGb! HAIIOMHHUTL OArapy o
CBOEM IIPHMCYTCTBHMH.

— 3Haewb U Thl 4YTO-HUGYAL O Kopabne, KOTO-
phIfi MO HOYAM IOZAeT CHMTHAJBI CIOAA, HA OCT-
poB? — cnpocua xkyauan, obpawiasace K 9arapy.

ManpunK OTpHLIATEIBHO ITOKAYAJ I'OJIOBOIA.

— Hukoraa He cabIXaJl HH O KaKHMX CHrHa-
Jax, — cKasaa oH. — Ho sa caslluan, Kak martb
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cKasana, 4To MKIAeT ceroxHA npubuiTua «Cxutais-
1las, a 4TO OHA MMeJia B BUAY — MOHATHA He UMeIO.

— «Cxuranbuas? — ceflyac ke nepecrnpocuia
Jxopax. — 3TO YTO — 4YeJIOBEK, JIOAKA WJIH elle
4y10-HUOY ABL?

— He 3uaio, — orserun darap. — Ecam Gbr 5
nocMeJl CpOCHTh, MeHA Obl TOJIBKO OTTaCKalu 3a
ywun. Y3naBaiiTe CaMH.

— H ysnaem, — wmpauyHO' nmoolewmian Jxyau-
aH. — Cerogua OyaeM AeXYpHMTb M HNOMKHIATH
«Cxuransuas. Cnacu6o 3a uHGopmanuio.

Hetn npoBeau B Heuepe CNoOKOWHBIX M Jo-
BOJILHO CKYYHHIHl JeH» — Bce, KpomMe AHH, Yy
KOTOpO¥ ONATh OKA3aJ0oCh MHOXKeCTBO Beluel,
KoTopele TpeGoBasoCh pa3JOKHUTBL B CTPOKAii-
weM nopaake. Korga oHa 3akOHYMJIA CBOK pa-
Gory, mnemepa npuobpesa COBCceM AOMAIUHHI
sua. Ha nmoctesn oHa mocreauna ofgeana, a KOB-
PMKH paccTesMJia Ha MoJy — Kak KoBphl. Ile-
mepa CcTaja BBIMJAAETh O4YeHb 3ddekTHO!

OArapy He MO3IBOJNAIM BHIXOAMTH M3 IeLlepbl, H
THMOTH HH Ha MHHYTY He OCTaBJAJA ero. Majib4yuK
TMO4YTH BCe BpeMA Cnaj, CChUIAACh HA TO, YTO ¢«3TH
KOPOBBI M INpOYME BelMs TAK ero Hanyrajau Mpo-
LILJIOH HOYBIO, YTO OH IIOYTH IJ1a3 He COMKHYJI.

OctanbHble THXOHBKO OOCY:KAanH AajbHeiiniue
naaHel. OHM peLlIMIN B 3Ty HOYb AEKYPHTH Ha Bep-
muHe yteca no asoe. Hamo nmona6aionats, uto Gy-
nper. Ecin npuaer «Ckutanels, oHM ycneloT paspa-
GoTaTh HOBBLIM ILTAH.

Cosnnue saxkaruiaocs. Ha Mope Bouapmuiaca Hou-
HOlt MpaK. dArap THXOHBKO ITOXpanbIBaj IIOCJEe OT-
JIMYHOIO Y>KMHA, COCTOABLIErO U3 CApAWH, CAHIABH-
Yyeif ¢ MACOM, KOHCEePBMPOBAHHLIX aGPHKOCOB M MO-
Joka. IlepsbIMM OTNpaBMAMCL HA BaxXTy AHH U
Ouk. Bel1o nprMepHO MONOBHHA OAMHHAALATOrO.
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B nonosuHe neproro xyamnan n J[»KOpaK B3o-
6pasuch MO BepeBKe HABePX M IPHUCOEAUHMIIMCH K
HuM. Tem aonoxuts 610 He 0 yeM. OHM cniyCTH-
JINChb B IELIEepy, YJErjuch B CBOM yAOGHBIE MOCTEJH
K YCHYJHM. OArap xpamneia B cBoeM yriay, a Tummu
no-npexxHeMy ObLI Ha CTpaXe.

Jxyanan u JXopmx cMOTpeaM B MOpe, He
MOKaXeTCA JM 4YTo-TH6o, Imoxoxxee HA Kopabiab.
Hous Ha 3ToT pa3 Oeinia JyHHas, NMO3TOMY BOK-
pyr 6blJI0O He TAK Yy TeMHO. BApyr oHM ycisl-
XaaM THUXHMe rojioca M YBHAEJIHM BHMU3Y, BO3Jje
cKaJj, npuapadyHbie GUrypHl.

— 910 Crexkn, — mennya ixyanan. — Hasep-
Hoe, COOMpAIOTCA ONAThH OTIIPABUTLCA HA JIOAKE K
crapolt rmocyauHe.

ITocaenuasnca niaeck Beces, M JeTH yBUAEAH ABH-
JKYLIYIOCH MO BOAE JOAKY. B 3TOT caMblii MOMEHT
Jxopmk M30 Bcex CHJI TOJAKHYJa JokteMm JIxynua-
Ha M yKasaja naibleM Ha Mope. Ha aoBoJsbHO
6GONIBILIOM PACCTOAHHMM OT HHUX IMOKA3aJICA CBET, HC-
xoauBLIMi OT KopabnA, KOTOPHIl feTH eqBa pas3iu-
yaau BO ThMe. Ho TyT JyHa 3aimuia 3a Tydy, M Ka-
KOe-TO BpeMA UM HuYero He GblJIO BUAHO.

3arauB AbIXaHHe, OHH IMPOAOKANN HabGaoaaThb.
Beu1 gu 3TOoT manekmit nmpuapayHslit KopaGab TOT
camblii «Ckuraneus? Mam xe CkuraibleM 3Bain
ero Baajennlia? 3aHUMaIUCh JIM B 3TY HOYb KOHTDA-
6aHauCTBI CBOMM Aesaom?

— A BOH ujer ewe ogHa Joaka — cmorpunl —
BocKJHKHYJa Jkopmk. — OHa HaBepHAKA OoToLLIA
oT Toro Kopabas, 4To HaXOAUTCA TaM, B MoOpe.

JlyHa onATh BBILLIA, MOXHO GBIJIO pasriasjerb
ary joaky. Ona asuranaces K crapoit nocyaune. Ha-
BepHOe, 3TO Y HUX YCJIOBJIEHHOE MECTO BCTPEYH.

N tyr, ¥ Goasluoit pocaae pebGAT, JyHA CHOBa
CKDBIJIACH 34 TYYKOM M OCTABAJIACh TAM TAK J0JIIO,
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YTO OHM COBCEM Ha4yaaH TepATh TepneHue. Ho Hako-
Hell OHA CHOBA BHIIUILLIA M3-3a TYYM M OCBeTHNA
MOPCKYIO IJIafb.

— Ceituac o6e JIOAKHM OTYATHBAIOT OT OCTOBA KO-
pabnsa, — Bo3byxaeHHO ckasan kyniunan. — OHu
BCTPEeTH/INCh, M, A AyMalo, repefaya KOHTpaGaHabl
COCTOAJIACh, M TeIeph OLHA JIOAKA BO3BpAlLlaeTcd K
Kopa6mi0, a aApyraa — jgoaka CTeKoB — uaeT cioaa
¢ rpyaom. Korga Creku npuyanar, Mbl noiiaeM cJje-
JIOM 3a HUMM H IIOCMOTPHM, KyZa OHH JAEHYT Ipy3.

IIpouw1o JOBOMBHO MHOIO BPEMEHH, MpeKae 4eM
noaxka CrexkoB cHoBa npuuyanuia kK Gepery. o Tex
nop AETAM HU4Yero He GbLIO BMAHO, HO Telnepb OHH
yBuaenu CTeKoB, HANPaBAAIOUIMXCA B CTOPOHY 3aM-
Ka. Mucrep Crek Hec 4T0-TO Bpoae 60OJbLILLIOIO TIOKA,
KOTODPBIA OH mepeKuHya cebe uepe3 rueyo. Hecna
an yro-Hubyar Muccuc Crek, OHM pasriaagerh He
MOIJIH.

Creku BOLLIM BO ABOP 3aMKa M NpHOIH3UINUCH
KO BXOAY B ITIOA3eMeJibe.

— OHu ramwat Tyaa KoHTpabaHAHBIA rpys, —
npowenran xyauan [xopax. Termeps geTu Beaun
HabnlogeHne M3-3a TAHYBLIEHCA HeJAJeKO OT HHX
creHsl. — JlaBait BepHeMca K cefGe, paccKaxeM 000
BCEM OCTANBLHBIM K padpaforaeM Koe-KaKue AOIOJ-
HHUTEJbHLIE TUIaHbl. MBI 06A3aHBI TeM MJIM MHBIM
criocoGoM 3aBJIafieTh 3THM IPy30OM, OTBE3TH €ro o0-
PaTHO HA MaTePHK M CBA3ATLCA C IoOJauImeiil

B 3TOT caMbIif MOMEHT HOYHYIO THILUHHY IIpOpe-
3an NpOH3UTeNbHBIA KpUK. KTO-TO KpMuan BbICO-
KHUM TrOJIOCOM, M KpHYaJ ABHO OT Yyxaca. leru
cTpallHo mnepenyraaucb. OHM He MMeJM INpeaCcTaB-
JIEHUA, OTKYJAa MCXOAUT 3TOT KPHK.

— Cxopeel Hasepuaka 3Tto AHH Kpuuntl — cka-
3an J[)kynuaH, U o6a cO BCeXx HOI' KMHYJHCh K OT-
BEepCTHIO, Beayluemy B mnewepy. OHu GuicTpo cry-
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CTHJINCH 110 KaHaTy, u J[XKyIuaH ¢ TpeBoroif OKMHy
B3rJAA0OM THXYIO neuiepy. YTo MOrio Cay4uTECA C
AnH, oTYyero oHa Tak 3axkpuyana?

Ho AHH MHMpHO crnasa B CBOeH NOCTEIH, TOYHO
Tak e, Kak M JIMK. Darap npomosKan xpamneTts, a
THMMH CTOPOXKIJI, M rja3a ero nolJeCKUBaIn 3eJie-
HBIM OT'HEeM.

— Crpanno, — ckasan [)KyamaH, BCe elle He
ONpaBMBIUMIiCA OT morpaceHusa. — Kpaiine Bce 3tTo
HenoHATHO. KTO 3TO TaKk KpHyan? AHH He Moraa —
noTroMy 4TO, ecau Gbl OHa 3aKkpuMyana BOT TAK BO
CHe, oHa pa3byausa Gkl OCTANBHLIX.

— Hy a KT0 Xe B TaKOoM ciay4yae Kpuyan? —
cnpocuaa NOpAAKOM mnepenyraHHaa J[xopmx. —
Kax-Tto axyTKo 6b1710, [)Kynuan, npasaa sean? Mue
O4YeHb H€ NTOHPaBHUJIOCh. Kpm{a.n KTO-TO, KOMY 6bIJlO
yxacHo crpamiHo. Ho KTo 310 mor 6eIiTh?

Onu pasbyaunu Juka 1 AHH ¥ pPacCKa3aau UM O
HEMOHATHOM KpuKe. AHH OYeHb yauBHJaach. (UK
3anHTepecoBascsa COOBLIEHHEM O TOM, YTO ABe JIOA-
KM BCTPETHJIMCH BO3Jie CTapoit mocyAuHb! U uto Cre-
KM OpUTaluuan ¢ cofoil Kakoii-To rpysa M OTHeCJaH
ero B nojsemMesne. )

— 3aBTpa MBI ero KakuM-HuGyas o6pasom pas-
nobyneM, — ckasan oH. — To-to Gyaer Becesol

— A noueMmy -Bbl PEeLIMJH, YTO 3TO A KpUuy? —
cnpocuaa AnH. — Bam nokasanock, YTO KPUYHUT Je-
BouKa?

— JHMa. 910 6GhLIO MOXOXKe HA TO, KAK Thl BCKPH-
KHMBaelllb, Korga KTo-HMOyAb M3 HAC HEOXXHMIAHHO
HacKo4yuT Ha Teba, — ckasan Jxyauan. — Tonoc
caMoif HacTOsALlell MaleHbKOI JeBOYKH, COBCEM He
MOXOKHIl HA BOILIM KAKOro-HUGYyab MaJbYMILIKH.

— Crpannol — sameruna AuH. OHa cHOBa 3a-
Gpanace B mocrens, ¥ JIXKOpAK pacTAHyJach PSAAOM
C HeM.
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— Ox, AHH, — C OTBpallleHMEeM CKasajia OHa
BADYT, — Thl HACOBAJIA K HAM B NOCTeJb LIEAYIO KY-
Yy 3THX CAMBIX KYKOJ, A& M IUTIOLUEeBbIi MeaBerKo-
HOK Toke TyT! THl M npasaa cosceM eule maaneHeLy

— Huuero mnogofHoro!l — 3amnporecToBasia
AHH. — MaazeH1bl — 3TO KYKJBl ¥ MEABEIKOHOK:
OHH HAITYTaHbl H UM OAMHOKO OTTOIO, YTO OHHM He C
MaJIeHbKOM JeBOYKOii, Koropoii npuHaaaexar. Ilo-
TOMY-TO fi BMECTO Hee M B3sja uUX K celfe B nocrensl
51 yBepeHa, 4TO AEBOYKA 3TOMY TOJBKO ObI IMOpano-
BAJIACh.

— MaseHbKas neBoYKA, — MEIJIEHHO INPOroBo-
pun Jxyanan. — Ham mokasanocs, YTO MBI CJIbI-
WIATH CerogHA HOYBLI0O KPHK MAJEHBKON AEBOYKH,
MBI HauwH HeGosbluoOi yeMomaH, HaGHUTBHIN omex-
JOi nnA MaJeHBKON REBOYKHM M KYKJaMH MaJeHb-
Kot xeBouxku. UYTo BCe 3TO O3HA4YAET?

Hacrynuno monyaHue, a NMOTOM B3BOJHOBAHHO
3arosopuna AHH.

— § 3nalo! KourpabaHaHslit rpys — 3TO H €CTh
maneHbKan aesoukal OHM yKpaaM MaJleHbKYIO Je-
BOYKY, M 3TO BCé — .€¢ KyKJIbl, & Ta4M BOH — e€e
OfIeXKKH, KOTOpBIle ObIIN YKPAJeHBI TOTAA e, 4YTO-
6n1 GB1JIO BO 4TO €ee O4eTh, a e 4Tobwl GLLIO BO 4TO
urpath. MaleHbKaA feBOYKA cefiuac 3aech, Ha 3TOM
OCTpOBe, — BBI CJBILIANH, KAK OHA KpHYasia, KOraa
aru KommapHsie CTeKH Tauuan ee B nogsemensel

— A 3naere, a aymaio, AHH HabpeJsa Ha BepHYIO
MBICAb, — CKadad J[xyauaH. — AX ThI HAlIa yM-
HeHbKaA MaJeHbKaA gAeBuywukal Ilo-moemy, ThI
npasa. OTOT OCTPOB HCIIONAL3YIOT He KOHTpabamgm-
CTBI, & TOXUTHUTEJH.

— Y710 TaKkoe ¢noxuTUTeNHs? — cripocuna AHH.

— Ort0 M0aM, KOTOPEIE KPaxyT AeTell Hau B3poc-
JBIX H NpAYYT UX rae-HuGyas A0 Tex mop, Mmoka 3a
HHUX He 3aIUIATAT KPYMNHYI0O CYMMY JeHer. OTo Ha-
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aniBaercA BeIKyN. IIoKka He yIuiayeH BBIKYI, MOXH-
THTEJH YAEPKUBAIOT CBOENO NJIEHHUKA, — TMOACHMNI

Jhxynunas.
— Ara, Torga, 3HaYHMT, UMEHHO 3TO 3AeCh M
npoudomsnol — ckasana J»Kopax. — YBepeHa,

4yto geno ob6crour umenHo tak! Kakaa-to Gex-
HAXKKa — Goraraa MaJleHbKaA JeBoYykKa — Oblia
yKpazeHa, AOCTaBjieHa C KakKoro-to kopabas Ha
JIOAKE Ha OCTOB 3aTOHYBIUIEro Kopabsas, a morom
ee mnoxobpanu 3tH yxacHele Creku. Ilognnie
teapu! U MBI canluanu, Kak ata GegHaa Kpoxa
Kpuyaja, KOrga ee BOJOKJM B IOA3eMeJibe.
Jxxynuan, Ml o6sa3aHbel ee cracTul

— JHa, koHeuHo, — coraacuiaca IDxyanan. —
He Goiica, cnnacem Bo 4t0o 661 TO HH ctasol Mer aro
caenaeM 3aBTpa.

9arap NMpOCHYJCA U BHE3AITHO NPUHAJ y4acTue B
pasroBope.

— O uem BHI TONKyere? — cnpocun oH. — Koro
criacTu?

— He TB0e neno, — orpesan xynauan.

J>xopK TONKHYJIA ero JJOKTEM M MpOLUenTania:

— ExnuHcTBeHHOe, HA YTO A HAJEIOCh, — 3ITO HA
T0, uto Mmamama CreK Tak e oropuyeHa mnorepeit
CBOEro AOpororo OJarapa, KakKk MaTh — norepeit
CcBOei MaJIeHbKOMI JOYKH.

— 3aBTpa MBI KaKkuM-HHOGYAb 06pa3oM passilieM
AeBOYKY U 3alepeM ee, — ckasan JDxyauman. — 1
aymaio, Crekn 6yayT HacTopoe, HO MBI HaiaeM
Kakoi-Hubyas criocol.

— 51 ceiiuac oueHB ycTana, — CKasasa, yKJIaabI-
Basack, J>xopmkx. — JlaBailiTe HEMHOIO MOCIIHM, YT-
POM NPOCHEMCHA C SICHOM IOJIOBO M HOBBIMM CHJIA-
mu. Ox, AuH, aa yGepH Thl, MOXKAIyHCTa, ITUX KY-
KOJI Ha CBOIO cTopoHy. Ilono MHO# 1o MeHblLIeil me-
pe TPH KYKJIBI.
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AnH 3afpana KyYKOJ ¥ MEABEXOHKA M YyJOXKHJIa
ux Boaae ceba. JLKOpMXK CAbIILIANA, KAK OHA IOBO-
PHT UM:

— He uyscrsyiite ce6a oauHOKMMH M Gpo-
WeHHBIMHU. 5 XOpOLIeHBKO NPHCMOTPIO 3a Ba-
MH, NOKA BBl He BepHeTechb K CBoeH Xo3saiKe.
Crnure cnoxoituol ’

Bckope 3acHyau Bce — Bce, Kpome TumoTH, Ko-
TOpLIf TIpOJIe)KaN BCIO HOYB, AEpPIKAa OAUH rjaa3 OT-
KpuIThIM. IIoka Tumory 6L TYT, He GBLIO HYXKIbI,
4ToOBl KTO-TO emle ux oxpaHaia. OH 61 RAA HHUX
CaMBIM JIYYIIIMM M3 BCEX BO3MOIKHBIX CTOPOXKei.



TJIABA TASA .
CnaceHHe — H ellje OAHH NMAEHHHK!

Ha caexyrommit aeHp JHKyJauaH MPOCHYJICA PAHO
M NOAHAJICA 1O KaHATY Ha BepILUMHY yTeca — IIO-
cMorpets, He BuaHO au CrexkoB. OH yBHAeNR uUX MNOA-
HHUMAIOLIMMHCA II0 CTYNEHAM, KOTODhle BeJM Hu3
noasemensda. Muccuc Crek Guuta GiexHa ¥ BUX MMe-
Jla BCTPeBOXKeHHAII.

— Hawm Heof6xoaumo HaliTM Hamero darapa, —
TBEpAKUJIA OHA MYXKY. — 51 Tefe roBopio: HamM Heol-
XOAMMO HalTH Hawero Jarapa. B noasemense 3am-
Ka ero Her. OTO A 3HAI0 TOYHO. MmI Tam JOKpHua-
JINCh A0 XPHUIIOTHI, 30BA €ro.

— Ero Her um Ha oCcTpOBe, — 3aABHJ MHCTEp
Crek. — Mmu Buepa Bech ero obnasamu. S aymaro,
YyTO Te, KTO nOBBLIBAN 3AaeCh TOraa, 3abpanu Haiue
nobpo, cXBaTUIM DArapa X BMecTe ¢ HUM M BCEM OC-
TaJbHLIM YADAIH Ha Joake. S Tak aymaio.

— B TakoMm ciyuae OHM YBe3JH ero Ha Mare-
pHK, — ckasana muccuc Crek. — Ham Hazo 6b1
B3ATH CBOIO JIOAKY M BepHYTLCA Ha Geper, uTobbI 1o-
crnpoiath Koe-Koro. YTo s xorena 6bl BLIACHUTL —
3TO KTO 3AeCh KOJOOPOAMT M BMELUHBAETCA B HALIU
naansl. Mena aro nyraer. 1 aTo B T0o camoe Bpems,
KOrga BCe CKJIaAbIBAJIOCh TAK yAAYHO!

— IlpaBuasHo au Gyner yexaTh OTCIOAA HMEHHO
ceilyac? — ¢ COMHEHMEeM B I0JIOC€ CIIPOCHJ MHCTEp
Crek. — A Bapyr Te, KTo GulJ1 37eCh BYepa, BCe elle
3aech — OHHM MOTYT B Hallle OTCYTCTBHE HArpAHYTh
B NoA3eMeJIbe.

— Jla, HO MX HeT 3ech, — TBEPAO 3aABHJIA MHC-
cuc Crek. — Tsl MOpaCKMHB YMOM, €CJIH OH y Teba
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ecTh, — pasBe Haix Jarap He noAHAa 6wl cTparu-
Hefiunii KpUK, ecin Obl ero Aep:KajaM IJIEHHUKOM
Ha 3TOM KPOLLUEYHOM OCTpPOBE, M pa3se MbI GBI ero He
yeanituanu? §I rebe roBoplo: ero HaBEpPHAKA YBe3JIH
Ha JIOAKEe BMECTe CO BCEMH IPONABIUKMMHM BelLaMHU.
N Mue aT0 He HpaBHUTCA.

— Hy naaxo, nagHol — BOPYJMBO COIJIACHJICA
mucrep Crek. — OT 3TOro ManbYMIUKHM BCErAa OXHHU
HENPUATHOCTU — BEYHO OH NONAaA8eT B KAKYIO-HH-
6yAb Aypaukyio nepeapsry.

— Kakx Tl MOKelb rOBOPDHTH B TAKOM TOHE O
Geausxke darape? — Bckpuuyana muccuc Crek. —
Ter BooOpakaelllb, YTO HeCYACTHOMY pebeHKy Hpa-
BUTCA, 4YTO OH nonajcsa B 4Ybu-T0 pyku? Oauomy Bo-
ry M3BECTHO, YTO €My NPHUXOAMTCA IE€PEeHOCHTh, —
OH TaK HAIYTAH K YYBCTBYeT ceGA TAKMM OAMHOKMM
Ge3 meHd.

JxynuaH ucneiThiBan rayGouyaiiiiee oTBpalue-
Hue. ITocaywats Toabko, Kak muccuc Crek paarsa-
rOJILCTBYEeT O CBOEM ChIHOYKe, 3TON mphimiasoil o6-
pasuHe, & MEXJAY TEM OHA JAEPKHUT B Ioa3eMesbe
MAJIEHbKYIO J€BOYKY — pefeHKa HAMHOI0 MOJIOXKEe
Onrapal 3seps, a He KeHLUHal

— A Kax 6uTh co IIITyukoit? — yrpioMeIM roso-
com cnpocun mucrep Crek. — Jlasait ayuiue ocra-
BUM ee 3[1eCb — IIYCThb CTepe)KeT BXOA B IIOA3e-
Meabe. XOTA, KOHEYHO, BPAA JH 3[eCh KTO-HUGYAL
of/bABUTCA, €CJIX TO, YTO Thl MOBOPHMILb, NIpAaBAA.

— Ha, IIITyuky MBI OCTaBMM, — OTBETHJIA MMC-
cuc Crek, Hanpasnaack K Joake. J[xyauman Buae,
KaK OHM IOrPY3MJIMCh B JIOAKY, OCTABHUB COGAYOHKY
Ha GOepery. IlITyuka, momxas xBoct, Habmonana,
KaK OHHM OTIUILIAM npous. IToTOM OHa moBepHyJsach,
nobe>xkana Ha3ajg, BO ABOP, M TPYCTHO yJerjach Ha
connue. CoGauonke 6b1710 oueHb He 1o cebe. Ona no-
CTaBWIA YIUHM TOPYKOM U TO M AeNO0 03Mpaiach Mo

173



croponaMm. He HpaBwics eif 3TOT CTPAHHEIH! OCTPOB C
€ro HeOKMAAHHO BOZHMKABILUMMH 3BYKaMH.

Hxynuan Gpocuica Ha3ax B meiwepy u GpI-
CTPO CIIYCTHJICA MO KAHATY BHHU3, CMJBHO Hamy-

-raB 9darapa.

— BrixoauTe M3 mneluepsl, ¥ A BAM PacCKaxKy o
CBOMX IJIAHAX, — CKAa3aJ OH, 06palasch K OCTaNb-
HbIM pebaram. EMy He xorenocs, uToObl dArap CJbI-
mana, o yem oM OGyayT ropoputh. Bce moaHAMHCH
Hapepx. IToka J[»xyauaH oTCyTCTBOBaJI, AHH MpHIO-
TOBMJIA 3aBTPaK, HAa MAJIEHBKON IIJIMTKe Beceo
6ybKaJ BCKHUIIEBLIMI YallHUK.

— Caywmatite, — ckasan JkynmaH. — Crexku
yexaJy Ha CBoeif JJoOKe Ha MaTepHK, YTo0b! pasys-
HaTb XOTb YTO-HUGYAL O CBOEM JpParoleHHOM CbI-
Houke 9arape. Muccuc Crek npebbiBaer B KpaiiHeM
BO30Y)KAEHUMH H TpeBore, e KaXXeTcs, 4YTO KTO-TO
ero yBse3, U oHa GourtcA, uTo GeAHBI MaJBYHMK Ha-
nyraH ¥ 4yBCTBYeT ce6A OQMHOKHUM.

— Hy uto x! — BockaukHyna J>xopmxk. — A eit
He KaXKeTCA, YTO MaJIeHbKas MOXMIIEeHHAA JeBOYKa,
6uITH MOXKer, uyBcTByeT ceba emue xyxe? UYro 3a
KOLUMapHaA TeTKal

— Ter coBepiieHHO npaBa, — 3aaBua JKyam-
aH. — Hy Tax BOT, A XO4Uy NPEAJIOXKHUTL CJIEAYIO-
111ee: OTIIPABMMCA NMPAMO ceifyac B IMoA3eMeJibe 3aM-
Ka, BHIBBOJIMM AEBOYKY M AOCTABMM €€ B HAIllly me-
wiepy npAMo K 3aBTpaky. Ilocsie 3TOro MuI orBesem
ee Ha CBoeill Joake, ofpaTMMCA B MOJMIHUIO, Pa3bl-
mieM ee poaureseil U coobmmum uM mo rtenedoHy,
4YTO OHA 1ieJ1a ¥ HeBpeaAuMa.

— A kak HaMm 6bITb ¢ Oprapom? — crpocuaa
Ann.

— 1 snaiol — TyT e orosBanack I[Kopmx. —
Mpe1 nocaguM ero B NMox3eMeNbe BMECTO MAJIEHBKOI
nesouku! Bel TonsKO npeacraBeTe cebe, Kaxk GyayT
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yauBaeHsl CTrekn, Koraa ofHApyJ KaT, YTO JAEBOYKa
ucyeasa, a BMECTO Hee B IOA3eMeJbe 3alepT MX
JAparoueHHEIx 9arapl

— Ox! Bro npocro 3ameyaTeabHaa uaesa!l — cka-
3ana AHH. Bce 3acMesaINCh M COTJIACHJIMCH C HEl.

— Tol, AHH, OCTAHBCA TYT M IPUIOTOBL He-
MHOXKO xJieba ¢ MacJIoM JUIA JeBOYKH, — pacnops-
aunca Jxyauan. OH 3HAN, 4TO AHH CTPAILUHO He
XOTeJIOCh CITYCKAThCA B IOA3EMENbe.

AHH DaaOCTHO KMBHYJIA B 3HAK COIJIACHA.

— Xopouro, a 3TUM 3aiimycs. Kpome Toro, s ne-
HAJ0JAr0 CHUMY YaWHHMK C MJNTKH, & TO BCA BOAA
BBIKHIIHT.

Bce Bo3spaTHnuCh B nemiepy.

— Iloitnem ¢ Hamu, Oarap, — ckasan Jxyau-
a"H. — U tr1, Tummu, Toxe.

— Kyzna 3to Bbl cobupaerech MEHf OTBeCTH? —
MOAO3PHUTENBLHO CIIPOCHJ DArap.

— B oaHo npuaATHOe, YIOTHOe, yaoOHOe MecTeu-
KO, rae KOpPOBBI He cMoryT Ao teba nobparnca, —
ckasan Jxxynuan. — ITounul A Hy, noxxuseel

— I'-p-p-p-p, — 3apeivan, TuMMA, YTKHYBIUKCD
HOCOM B Hory 9arapa. ToT nocnemso BCKOYHJI.

Bce oHm apyr 3a ApPYromM NOAHAJHCH IO Ka-
HATY HaBepxX, XOTA JArap »KyTKO TPYCHJ M Obia
yBepeH, YTO He CMOXKeT 3Toro caenaars. Ho, mo-
owipaemelt TuMMH, KOoTOpBII XxBaTasn ero c3aau
3a MATKH, OH B3o6pajica HaBepX C MOPa3uTeshb-
HOM OBICTPOTON, & HA 3eMJI0O ero BBITALIUJ
JxynaunaH.

— A Teneps GuIcTphIM 11arom Briepeal — CKoO-
mangosan J>xkynunaH, KOTOpHIt XOoTen Bce mposep-
HYTh 10 TOro, Kak CTeKH peluar BepHYTLCA Ha3an.
W oHM pelicTBUTENBHO ABMHYAMCH Briepes GLICTPHIM
MapilleM, Mepese3ju 4Yepe3 yTechbl, 4Yepe3 HHU3KYIO
CTEeHY BOKPYT 3aMKa M OYYTHJHCH BO ABOpeE.

175



— §1 ne noltxy ¢ BamMu B 310 NoA3EMeNLE, — 38A-
BIJI BCTPEBOXKeHHBIN Jarap.

— Ilotgemus, Ilpsimasan O6pasuHa, — MHPO-
mobuBo Bospasua JxynuaH.

— T'ne mon nana ¢ mamoit? — cnpocun 9arap,
GecrioKO#HO 03MPaACh BOKPYT.

— HMx, HaBepHOe, 3a6pasR Te caMble KOPOBEI, —
ckasana Ixopax. — Hy, aHaels, Te, 4TO NPUXOAU-
JIM, MBIYAJIH M WIBLIPAIH B Te6A pasHbIe IPeAMEeTEHI.

Bce saxuxuxkanu, kpome 9arapa. Ou 6u1a 61eneH
M O4YeHb BCTpeBOXeH. Takoro poaa NpHUKIIOYEHHA
ObLIM eMy ABHO He IO HYTpPY.

Hetn npubausuauck K BXOAY B NOA3eMeNbe
u o0Hapyxuau, 4o CTeKH He TOIBLKO CHOBA IIO-
CTABMJAM HA MeCTO MJHTY, MperpaXaaBlIYIO
BXOX B NoOA3eMenbe, HO H INEPeropoauaM NyTh
HECKOJIBKMMH THAXKEJeHHRIMH KAMEHHBIMM IJIhl-
Gamu.

— Yept 6u nobpan TBOMX poaureneiil — Bo-
ckaukRya xyauman, ofpamasaces K darapy. —
CKOJBKO XJIOIIOT OHHM BCeM AOCTABJAAIOT. A HY-
Ka, BCe CI0a, BCTPAXHHUTECh — JDYXXHO HABH-
HeM-Ka 3THM KaMHH. Jarap, Koraa tefe rosopar
«TAHHU® — 3HAYHUT, TAHH KAaK cxeayer. A HY
nasaitl ITonpoGy#t TOABKO OTBEpPTETHCA — TOrAA
yx Tebe Hecaobposarts!

Oarap TAHYJ BMeCTe CO BCeMHM, M rasI6nl ogHa 3a
Apyroil oToABHMHYJMCH B CTOpoHYy. IloToM ymanoch
OTBAJINTh TAXEABIX KAMEHb, IPUKDBLIBABIUNH
ABepb, M B30PY OTKPBUIACH JIECTHHMLA, BeAyluas
BHH3, B TEMHOTY.

— 9, a BoH taM IIITyukal — BOCKJIMKHYJ BADYT
Oarap, yKas3elBaA HA KYCT, POCLUMI B HEKOTOPOM
ornanenuu or Bxoga. CofayoHKA YKpbLIaCh TaM,
CTPAILIHO MCITYTraHHAaA TeM, YTO BHOBbL nosasuica Tu-
MOTH.
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— Hy u naxocts 3ta BoHiouKal — BOCKJIHMKHYJ
Joxynuan. — Her, Tummu, a sanpewaio Tee rio-
Tath ee. Ocrasaiica TyT! T HHYero He norepsells:
OHA, HABEPHOe, IIPerTPOTHBHAA HA BKycl

THMOTH O4YeHb COXKAaJeJ, YTO €My He II03BO-
JHUJAN KaK CJeAyeT IOroHATh BOHIOUKY 10 OCT-
poBy. YK ecn¥ Henb3d TFOHATHCR 38 KPOJHKA-
MM, TO NOrOHATh BOHIOYKY eMy Morau Oml pas-
peluTh!

Bce crycrmince B nopsemenne. Ha creHax Bce
ele BUAHBI GbLIM MeJOBble OTMETHHBI, CAeJaHHbIe
JxyauanoMm, noaroMy aeru 6e3 Tpyaa oGHAPYHIH
neuieporofo0HyI0 KOMHATY, Ie OHM IIPOLUJILIM Jie-
TOM HAIIJHM IPYARI 30JOTHIX CAMTKOB. OHH ObLIH
YBEPEHEI, YTO MAJEHbKYIO IeBOYKY 3aTOUYMIN HMEH-
HO B 3Ty KOMHATY, IIOTOMY 4TO 3Ta Ieluepa Mmena
GonbLIYIO AEePEeBAHHYIO ABEPb, KOTOpDAA 3anupaach
cHapyxku Gosnrom.

Onn momomnm x asepu. OHa AelicTBHUTENBHO
oKasanach Kpenko 3aneptoit. Uauyrpu He no-
HOCHJIOCh HHM 3BYKa. Bce OCTAHOBHJIMCH Iepen
aABeprio, a TUMMHK Hayaa napanatTh ee KOrTAMH,
THXOHBKO MocKyauBas. OH 3Hak, YTO BHYTDH
KTO-TO €CTh.

— Xemnol — kpuxkuya J[HKyanaH rpOMKHM Bece-
JBIM rosiocoM. — ¥ 1eba Bce B nopaake? Mkl npu-
u 1e6A BRIDYYHTS.

ITocanlmrancs Kaxof-TO CKPHMII, CJOBHO KTO-TO
Bcran co cryaa. Ilorom U3 nemepsr goHecca cnabbrit
rOJIOCOK:

— Xemrol Kto Bm? O, noxkanyiicra, cnacure me-
HAl MHe Tak OAMHOKO M TaxK cTpaurHol

— Ceituac, BOT TOABKO ABeph OTKpOEM, —
Becesno oro3paiaca JxyamaH. — Mu — petw,
TaK 4TO Hu4yero He Goiicsa. Ckopo TeI Gygeimir B
GesonacHoCTH.
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On oroasuHya GOJITH B pacriaxHyJa ABepb. BuyT-
PH Ieliepsl, OCBELIeHHOH QoHapeM, CTOANA KPOXOT-
HafA AEBYYLIKA C NepenmyTaHHhIM GeJIbIM Kak MeJ
JUYHUKOM H GoablumMHM TeMHBIMH raasdamu. Hlexu
ee o0paMJIAUIH CITyTAHHBLIE TEMHO-PLKHE BOJIOCHI, M
6bL710 3aMEeTHO, YTO OHA MHOIO ILIAKA&JIA: JIULO Y Hee
6BLIO rpA3HOE, MCMOJIOCOBAHHOE NMOTOKAMHU CJIead.

Juk nopowen Kk xeBouke u oGHAN ee.

— Teneps Bce B nMopsAxKe, — CKa3ajd OH. —
Tm B OesonacHoctTH. Mul gocraBum Teba kK
TBOe# Mame.

— O na, A xo4y, X04y K Heil, — BBIMOJIBH-
Jla [eBOYKa, M IO ILIEKaM ee BHOBb 3aCTPYHMJIHCH
caeanl. — Ilouemy a 3gecb? MHe 3aech He Hpa-
Butcsal

— ¥ 71eb6a npocTo 6bLI0 MajeHbKOe NMPHKJIIoYe-
HUe, — obbacHua xynuan. — Ceiiuac OHO 3aKOH-
YWI0Ch — MJIM MOYTH 3aKOHYMJocs. Ocranach ca-
Mas MaJOCTh — BIIPOYEM, AOBOJILHO NPUATHAA. Mbl
XOTHM, 4YTOGBI Thl OTIIPABMJIACH C HAMM B HAlUy Ie-
L1epy, ¥ Mbl BMeCTe NO3aBTpaKaeM. Y Hac npemmu-
JIeHbKas meLiepa.

— Hy nal Ilpasna? — BOCKJIMKHYyJIA AeBOYKa,
nporupaa riasa. — MHe XoyeTca NONTH C Bamu,
Bbl MHe HPABHUTECh, & BOT T€ ApPYrye JIOAU, MHE CO-
BCEM He MOHPABMJIMCH.

— Hemyapeno! — ckasana Dxxopmx. — Ilocay-
maii-xa, 3t0 — Haw nec, Tumoru. OH xoder ¢ TO-
6Goit ADYKHUTB.

— Kaxasa uaymnreanHan cobaKkal — BOCKJIHKHY-
Ja aeBouka, obHMMana Tummu 3a wero. OH B BocTOp-
re au3Hyna ee. Jxopax 6eL1a aosonabHa. OHa oBHA-
J1a 1EeBOYKY.

— Kax Teba 3osyT?

— Jxennudep Mapu ApmcrpoHr, — orBeTusa
aeBoyka. — A reba kak?
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— JHxopax, — orBeruaa J[kopax, U aeB-
YyylmKa KHBHYJa, AyMas, 4YTO Ieped Heil He Je-
BOYKAa, & MaJbyuK — Beab Ha J»Kopmx Oblam
JXKMHCBI, TOYHO TaK e, Kak Ha J[KyauaHe u
Jduke, U BOJOCHI y Hee OGbLIM KOPOTKHE, XOTH
U OYeHb KyJApsABbIe.

OcranbHble pebaTa TOXKe Ha3BaJu eil CBOM UMe-
Ha, IocJIe Yero OHa B3IVIAHYJIa Ha OArapa, KoTopbli
CTOAJ MOJ4a. _

— 910 — IIpruasaa O6pasuHa, — NpeACTaBMI
ero ixyavan. — OH HaM He Apyr. 910 ero namna u
mama nocaguiau teba ciona, JxkeHHudep. A Teneps
MBI OCTABHM ero 3aech, BMecto Te6a. Kakoil npusar-
HElA GyzeT 4iAa HUX ciopapua, a?l

Oarap 3aBONMJI OT y»Kaca M IIOMBITAACA IONA-
TUTBCA, HO J[XKyJnaH Qa1 eMy TaKoro NMHKAa, 4TO
OH nyJeit BJIeTea Ha3ajx, B KOMHATY.

— Ectb TONbKO OAMH cnocol HAYUYMTh JIofel
Bpoae Te6a M TBOMX poauTeaei, YTO NMOAJIOCTH
HH K YeMy XOpOllIeMy He NPUBOAMT, — MpPAYHO
cKa3ajJ Maldb4MK. — OTOT ¢roco6 — cypoBO Bac
nokapats. Takue JioaH, KaK ThHI, Aofpa He ILe-
HAT. TebGe Kaxkercda, 4uTo OHITH AOOGpDHIM — 3HA-
YUT NPOCTO MPOABJATH MACKOTEJIOCTh H TJY-
noctb. Hy uTtO 3K, Hcnpobyiti Ha cebe TO, 4TO
npumock ucneitats JpkeHHudep. Ito noiiger
Ha noian3dy tebe, M TBOMM poaMUTEeAAM TOXel
IIokal

darap HaYaJa OTYAAHHO BBHITh, Koraa J[xyauaH
3aKpbLI GOJBIIYIO AePeBAHHYIO ABEPb CBEPXY M CHH-
3y Gonramu.

— 5 ympy ¢ ronoay! — Bonua oH.

— He ympems! — ycnoxkoun ero IKynauaH. —
Tam 3aroToBJIeHO BAOBOJL €Abl U MUThA — HE CTeC-
HAlica. A Boo0lUe-TO NOroJIogaTh HeMHOrO Gb110 Gbl
Tefe TONBKO HAa MOJb3Y.
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— H xoposml, 3amers, 10 Tela He goGepyrcal —
KPUKHYJ JIMK ¥ 3aMbIYas Tak noxoxxe, 4to JlxeH-
Hubep CHJABHO Mcnyrajaach, TaK KaK 3X0 CTOKPATHO
NoBTOPHJIO: ¢« My-y-yl»

— He 6Goilica — 3TO BCero JMIlb 3X0, — YCIIOKO-
nna Jxopmk, yambaace eit npu ceete poHapHKa.
Oarap NpoAOJLKAN BHITh B Mellepe, PhiAaA Kak MJa-
JAeHell.

— MasneHbskHit TPycHIIIKA, BOT OH KTOl — CKa-
san Ixyaunan. — ITomnul ITopa Boaspainarsca. S
Y>KACHO XOYy NMOCKOpee NO3aBTPAKATb.

— N a roxe, — ckasasa IxenHudep, BKIaAbI-
Bafg CBOIO MAJIEHBKYIO PYYKY B pyKy Ilxyauana. —
B 310i1 nemepe MHe coBceM He XOTeJIOCh €CTh, a Ceii-
yac oueHb xouercA. Crnacu6o BaMm 3a TO, YTO Bbl Me-
HA CITACJIH. .

— IToxanyiicral — yaniGHyaca B orser JKynau-
aH. — Ham 6bUIO OYeHB NPUATHO, 4 elle NPHUAT-
Hee — 3acaAuTh Tyaa BMecTO Telba 3ty Ilpeiurasyio
O6pasuny. IIpuaTHo orruiaTuTs CTEeKaM HX e MoO-
HeToik.

J>xenHudep He NMOHANA, YTO OH HMeeT B BHAY,
HO OCTaJIbHble MOHMIN H APYXKHO 3aXxMXUKaau. OHu
NPOLLJIM I10 TeMHBIM, NOKPHITHIM ILJIECEHBIO ITepexo-
JaM noaseMesbs, MHHOBAB IO IIYTH MHOYKECTBO
GonpIMX M MaJeHbKHX newuep. HakoHew onu noao-
LIUTH K CTYIIeHAM, BeAyLUHMM HaBepx, MOAHAJHUChH U
OYYTHJIHMCH TTOX CJIEIALLIMM COJHLIEM.

— Ol — Bockauknyna Jxenuucdep, rayGoKo
BABIXAA CBEXMI, NMaxHyumi mopeM Bo3ayx. — Ol
Kakx BocxururensHol I'ne a?

— Ha namewm octpoBe, — oreeruaa J>xopax. —
A 3T0 — Hall paspylueHHbI 3aMoK. TeGa aoctTaBu-
JIM CIOZIa MPOLLJION HOYBIO HA JoAKEe. MBI CabILLIAIH,
KaK Thl 3aKpMYaja, ¥ TOTRA MBI ROrajajHCh, YTO
1e6A caesanm niaeHHUUENl.
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Ouu Hanpasuauck K yTtecy, u J[ennHudep
6LlTa CHMJABHO YAMBJIEHA, YBHJAEB, KAK OHH MC-
4e3aioT, CNYyCKAACh KYAA-TO BHH3 MO KAHATY.
Eit He Tepmesocs M camoit monpoBosaTes mnpoje-
JaTh TO Xe caMoe, ¥ B CKOPDOM BpPEMEHH OHAa
yxke Onlsa B meiuepe. .

— Munsiit pe6aTeHOK, BepHO? — cnipocua Jxy-
auan Dxopmx. — Ilpaso cjioBo, Ha ee AOMIO BHINA-
JIO NPHUKJIOUEHHe ToxJenie Harerol



TJIABA IBANIIATD ITIEPBASL
B noannefickoM yvyacTke

Ixenuudep oueHp noHpasmiack AHH. OHa 06-
HAJA M nouenosasa aeBYymiKy. JxeHHudep c
YAUBJIEHHEM M BOCXHMILEHHEM OrJAfes]a NpeKpPacHo
o6CTaBJIEHHYIO Neluepy M BAPYT BCKPHMKHYJa OT pa-
JOCTH: HA AKKYDATHO 3aCTJIAHHO rmocrenu AHH CH-
JeMU DPAABILUKOM HECKOJBKO OYE€Hb KPACHBEIX Ky-
KOJ ¥ GobLUOi IUTIOIIIEBBIN MeABEKOHOK.

— Mou Kykasll — BOCKAMKHYJA AeBoukKa. — O,
n MuKa Toxe 3aecs! I'me, rae Bel mx pa3gobbran?
A rax no Hum ckyyanal O, Ixoszedun, AHmxKena,
Po3ouka, 31aTOLBETHK, & BBl CKYy4Yanu no Mmue?

OHa mpWIbLHYJI& K KyKJaM. AHH C HMHTEpecoM
MpPHUCIYyIUANAch K X MMEeHaM.

— § xopoio 3a HUMHM yxa)kuBajia, — coobLm-
na oHa Jxenuudep. — OHM B OSTHOM MOpAAKe.

— O, cnacu60o TebGel — pPaZOCTHO BOCKJHKHYJIA
Aepuymuka. — Ilo-MoeMy, BhI Bce 3[1eCh Y2KACHO MH-
Jable. A 3aBTpaK KaKo# — 1mpocTo uyxol

3aBTpaKk M B camMoM jeie OBl OYeHb XO-
poul... AHH OTKpeIIa GAHKY JIOCOCHMHBI, JBe
6aHKHM nepcuKoB, GAHKY MOJIOKa, Hape3ana XJe-
6a, nMOCTABHMJA MAaCJO M IPUrOTOBMJA LEJbIH
Gonewioil KyBmuH Kaxkao. »keHHudep ycenach
M INpUHAJAchk ymaerarb 3a ofGe mexku. Ona
CTpPAaUIHO NpOroJoAajach, M, IO Mepe TOro Kak
OHa yToasaJa CBOMH rosaox, GJegHOCTL ee Havada
NPOXOAMTH, LIEYKH NOPO3OBENH, a JHYMKO CTa-
JIO BeceJBIM M DAAOCTHBIM.

3a enoit JeTH [AeJOBHTO II€PeroBapMBAJINCh.
Jxxenundep pacckasana uM o ceGe.
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— 1 urpana B cagy ¢ Moeii HAHelf, — paccKa3bl-
BaJa OHA, — KAK BAPYT, KOrAa HAHA yIJa Ha MH-
HYTKY 3a YeM-TO B JIOM, 4Yepe3 orpany nepeje3 Ka-
KO-TO MY)YHHA, HAKMHYJ MHE HA TroJioBy 6oJb-
IO IJATOK M KyAa-TO yHec MeHA. IIoHHMaeTe, MbI
JKMBEM BO3JIe MODA, M BCKOpe A YCJBIIIANA LIYM
BOJIH, MJewyluuxcA o Oeper, ¥ NOHAJA, YTO MEHA
caxxalor B JoaKy. Mena gocraBuau Ha 6oabLIOK KO-
pabib 1 ABA JHA IIPOAEPIKAH B 3anepToit Kaiore. A
oTOM, K&K BHAHO, nepeseaau cioga. S Geuia Tak
HaIyrasa, 4To 3aKpuyaia.

— BOT 3TOT-TO KPHMK MBI H YCJBILIAJH, — CKa-
sana J[xopmK. — OTO CYACTHE, YTO MBI €r0 YCAbIXa-
an. Mel aymanm, 4YTO 3KeCh, Ha HalUEeM OCTPOBe,
KTO-TO 3aHHMAeTCA KOHTpabaHoi# — HaM H B IoJo-
BY Heé INPHXOAWJIO, YTO MBIl HMEEM JeJI0 C ITIOXHUTHUTEe-
JIAMM JNIOAel, MOKa Thl He 3aKpHYasa, XOTA MhEI H
HallUIH TBOM YeMOLAaH C OfEeKAOH M MIPYLIKaMH.

— He 3Halo, kakuM 00pa3oM TOT 4YeJOBEK BCe
aTo aanoayumn, — ckasana JxeHHudgep. — Boa-
MOJKHO, eMy IIOMOrJia OAHA M3 HALIKX CJIYKaHOK.
Brna cpeau HHX oaHA, KOTOpaA MHe O4YeHb He Hpa-
sunack. Ee apanu Capa Crek.

— Aral — TyT ke oro3sainca JDxynuaH. — 3Ha-
YHUT, 3T0 OHA camana M ecthl TeGa npusesau cioxa
cynpyru Crek. Baiua cayxanka, Capa C'rex, HaBep-
HAKA NPUXOAMTCA MM POACTBEHHHMIIEH. Bcem um
KTO-TO ILIATHA; A AyMalo, 310 ObLI KTO-TO, KTO BJA-
Aen KopalneM M MOr JocrasuTh TebaA croxa, uToObI
anech, Ha OCTPOBE, CIIPATATD.

— Jlna Taxkoil LeJaM 3TO MPOCTO 3aMedaTesbHOoe
Mecto, — aobasuaa xopmx. — Kpome Hac, HUKTO
6bI Te6A HUKOrAA 3aech He Halue.

OHHM cBenu Bech 3aBTPAK A0 NOCJeAHEH KPOIIKH,
CBApWJIM ellle HEMHOIO KaKao M IPHHAIHNCH 006CYyXx-
AATH AaJIbHEHIINe IUIAHEI.
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— CeroaHsa yTpOM MBI BO3BMEM CBOIO JOAKY
M OTNIPABHMCA HA MaTepHK, — cKasan J[Kynu-
aH. — Mmu noitnem Bmecte ¢ MxkeHHudep npsa-
MO B noauuuio. S Aymaio, 4YTO raseThl MOJHEI
coobiieHut o6 ee MCYE3HOBEHHH, M IMOJHLHUA
cpa3y ke ee OIO3HAeT.

— Hapnelocs, oun noiimalor Crekos, — BcTaBUIa
Ixopax. — Tonpko GbI OHM He MCNTAPMJINCh B BO3-
Ayxe, KAK TOAbKO mnpocawimar, 4Yto :xeHuudep
Halinenal

— Jal Ha 3ror cuer nmoJMUMIO HAIO MpeRocTe-
peub, — 3amymuuBo mnporoBopun JxkyaumaH. —
JIyuize ocofeHHO He pPacIpOCTPAHATHL 3Ty HOBOCTH
[0 Tex nop, noxa He nofimalor Crekos. NuTepecHo,
rae OHH.

— [Hasaitte celiuac »xe molinem 3a noakoit, —
npenaoxkua Iux. — Kakoit cMbict TAHYTh BpeMa?
Poaurenn xxeHHudep Gyayr BHe ce6a OoT pamocTH,
Y3HaB, YTO OHA lieJla M HeBpeaHuMa.

— A MHe YTO-TO He XO4YeTcsi YXOAMThL M3 3TOit
yynecHO# meiuepnl, — 3aaBuia J[KeHHudbep, ABHO
MoJyyYaBIlIags OrPOMHOE YAOBOJLCTBHE OT BCEro INnpo-
ucxopawero. — Kak Gl MHe XOTeJoch TOMe IIO-
xuth 3nechl [KyauaH, Bel cofupaerech BEpHYTBCH
Ha OCTPOB M ellle NOXKHUTE 31eCh?

— a, noxanyit, Mel BEepHEeMCA elle Ha HeCKOMb-
Ko nHelt, — oreermn JkynuaH. — Buguwms jamu,
AOM Hamuelt TeTH B HACTOALUUNA MOMEHT IyCT, IOTO-
My 4TO ee HeT, oHa GoJsieeT, a AAAA HAXOAMTCA NpHU
Helt, B GonbHuue. Tak 4TO A0 MX BO3IBPAILEHHMA MBI
morau Osl ewme noGbITh HA OCTPOBe.

— O! A-M0XXHO MHe BEDHYTBLCH CIOAA C BaMH? —
ymoaaoowmM ronocoM cnpocwna JDxenuudep. Ee
JUYHUKO NMPOCHANO OT PAAOCTH IIPM OAHOM MBICJIH,
yro OHa Morja OBl MOXKHTH HA OCTpOBE B IleLuepe,
BMeCTE C 3TMMH CHMMNATHYHLIMH AETBMH M HUX Yy-
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necHoit cobakoit. — Hy nokanyiicra, Bo3abMuTe me-
HA ¢ coboitl i Tak nomobuaa Tummul

— He aymaio, uT0o TBOM poauTeamn teba ormy-
ctaTt, ocobeHHO mnocye Toro, Kak Teba coBceM Heaas-
HO noxutuiau, — ckasan xyaunan. — Ho ecaun xo-
Yyellb, CAMA MOXKElllb MX MOMPOCHUTh.

PefaTta momnau K Jogke M 3alpainch B Hee.
Jxxyaunan orronkHyaca or Gepera. I[»Kopmx JIOBKO
pyauna, naBupys Mexay pudamu. Ouu ysugenn oc-
TOB 3ATOHYBIIEIO CyAHA, KOTOPHIM J[)KeHHH cTpalu-
HO 3auHTepecosasack. Eif oueHs xoTenocs 3aech 3a-
AePXKaThCA, HO OCTaJbHble pefATa CYHUTANH, HUTO
HYHO KaK MOYKHO CKopee nofparnsca no Gepera.

Bckope oM OBLIHM yiKe OKOJIO IOJIOCKM IUISIKA.
Tam oHM yBHAenu 0HOro pemifaka Anda. 3amerus
MX, OH CTaJ1 MaxaThb DYKOif, a moToM noabexal,
4yTO0BI TOMOYS BRITAHYTH JIOAKY Ha Geper.

— 1 ceroana yTpoM cofupanta BRIATH B MOpe Ha
cBoelt JoaKe, — CKa3aJ OH. — Bau oren BepHyJsicH,
1oHbI# Mucrep Jxopax. Ho Bawuelt maMel elne Her.
ToBOpAT, OHA TONpaBAAETCA M IpPHeAEeT JOMOM ue-
pe3 HezneJio.

— Tax... A 3aueM npuexan moi oreu? — cnpo-
cuna JHxopmx.

— On nayan 6GeCniOKOMTLCA, IOTOMY 4YTO Y
Bac tejedoH He orBeyas, — oO0baAcCHUA And. —
OH ABMJCA M HAyaJ MEHA DACCIpPALIMBATbL, KY-
Aa Bel Bce nogesanuch. KoHeuHo, s eMy He cKa-
san. I He Bmaan samy TafiHy. A cerQAHA yT-
poM a cofupajca NOABEXaTh K BaM, NPOCTO
yTo6el npeaynpeautbh. OH BEePHYJCA NPOULIIONK
HOYBI0O — M AO 4ero e OH pacCBHpeneJ, Koraa
yBHJEJ, YTO HeT HHMKOro, KTO NPHUTroTOBHJ ObI
eMy IoecTh, B JAOME BC€ IepeBepHYTO BBepX
AHOM, & NMOJOBHHA Beulelt Boobuie npomnanal B
HaCTOAILIHA MOMEHT OH B MNOJHUIMH.
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— Bor Te Hal — BockauKHyaa JDxopmk. — A
MBI Kak pa3 camMu Ttyaa cobupanuch! 3HAYHMT, MbI
TaM BCTPETHMMCH C HUM. AX Thl 6aTIOIUKH, HAJAEIOCH,
OH He OyAeT y»X B CAMILUKOM ILIOXOM HACTDOEHHH.
Koraa nana cepaurea, ¢ HUM nNpocTo caany Herl

— INouwn! — ckaszan Ixyanan. — B kakoM-To
CMBICJIe OHO JaX<e K JIy4llleMy, 4YTO TBOM OoTell 34€eCh,
Jxopax, — MBI CMOX<€M OJHOBPEMEHHO Bce OOBsAC-
HHUTb M €My M IIOJHMLMH.

Onu ocrasuau Ha Gepery Anda, KoTopniit GbLia
O4YeHb YAUBJIEH, yBUAEeB BMecTe ¢ HUMHM J[)KeHHM-
dep. Orkyna 3ato oHa Bapyr noasunacs? Ha ocTpos
C HUMHM 3Ta AEBOYKA OMpeAeJIeHHO He ye3)kajaa, a
BepHyJach B ux Jgoake. Kak aro nouats? Andy Bce
3TO NMOKAa3aJI0Ch 3arafio4HbIM.

JeTH npuiuIM B MOJMUMIO M BOUIJIM BHYTDb IO-
MeLLeHHs, KpaliHe YAMBHB CBOMM IOABJEHHEM Ha-
XOAMBIUEroCA TaM noJauueiickoro.

— Xannol — BOCKAMKHYJ OH. — B uem neno?
Hemuoro norpabuwim uam ewme yeM-HMOyab B 3TOM
pone pa3BIeKJHCh, & Tenepb IOXKAJOBAJIH IPH-
3HATBCA BO BceM?

— ITocaywmaititrel — Bapyr Kpuknyaa J[KODIK,
YCABIILAB 3HAKOMEIA TFPDOMKHMII roJIoC B COCEXHel
KOMHaTe. — 9TO rojioc Moero orual

Ona. 6pocunace Kk aBepu. IlopakeHHBIN mONH-
LHEeNCKUI OKJIMKHYJI ee:

— Tyna unens3sal Tam uHcnekTop. CrenmanabnHo
npubeLT ¥ He BeJieJl HUKOIO BITyCKaTh!

Ho Oxopax, He caywmasa ero, pacnaxHyJja
ABepb M ILIArHyna B KomHarty. Ee oTen nosep-
HYJCA HA IUYM M YBHJAeJ CBOI0O A04b. OH BCKO-
YUJ HA HOTH.

— Jxopmk! Tme o1 6b11a? Kak Thl cMeerusn
YXOAMTL BOT TaKk M 6pocaTh AOM CO BCEMH BelllaMHU
Ha npouasoJ cyas6ei? OH Becs pasrpabiaen aouucral
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S TOJABKO YTO mMepeYMCJAN MHCIIEKTOPY BCEe YKpa-
JEeHHEIe BellH.

— He Gecrniokoiica, mnana, — cKasaia
Ixopax. — B camoMm aese, He u3-3a 4yero Gecrioko-
utbcal Mul Bce Hauutu. Kak mama?

— Jlyywie, ropas3zo Jayduie, — OTBeTHJ
oreln, BHA y KoToporo 6mJ Bce ele YAMBJEH-
HBI ¥ pasrHesaHHHU. — Caasa Bory, a mory

K Hell BepHYThCA M COOOLIMTHL, T'Ae ThHI HAXO-
aumbcA. OHa Bce BpeMA paccnpalnBala MeHSA
o060 Bcex Bac, a A TBEpPAMJ, 4YTO y Bac BCe B
nopsaake, — TOJbLKO Ghl OHA He BOJHOBAJNACh,
HO Ha CaMOM JeJe A He MMeJ HHM Majeiiuiero
npeacTaBJeHHUA O TOM, TAe BRI M Kyaa MojeBa-
auck. {1 BaMu oyeHs HexoBoJeH. I'ne Bl GbrIM?

— Ha octrpoBe, — AOBOJBLHO YTPIOMBIM TOHOM
orserusa J[xopax. OHa 4acTO CTAHOBMJIACH YrpIO-
MoOii, Koraa orel, Ha Hee cepauacA. — Tebe xyau-
aH 060 BCeM pacCKadKeT.

B komuaty Bowen [xyamaH, a cieaoM 3a
HUM — Juk, AHH, JDxeHHudep n Tumoru. HNHc-
NEeKTOpP, BBLICOKHMI IIMPOKOIUIEYHI 4YeJIOBEK C YM-
HBIM JIMLIOM M TEeMHBIMHM IJIa3aMH IIOA KYCTHCTBIMH
6poBAMH, BHHUMATEALHO oriasgen Kaxaoro. Koraa
oH yBuaen JlxkeHHudep, B3rjasax eo cTaa ocoBeHHO
npuctansHeIM. Bapyr on Berasn.

— Teba Kak 30BYT, AeBYYILLKA? — CIIPOCHJI OH.

— JIxenuundep Mapu ApMCTPOHT, — YAHUBJIEHHO
orBetiia JkeHHH.

— Eit-Boryl — BOCKJIMKHYJ NOpa)XeHHBI HHC-
nekTop. — BoT peGeHOK, KOTOpPOro MIIyT MO BCeit
cTpaHe, a OHa NpecnoKoiHeilinuM o6pa3oM cama AB-
aserca K Ham! Batiomukul Ila oTKyaa oHa moABM-
nace?

— Yro BHI HMeeTe B BUAY? — CIIPOCKJ YAWBJIEH-
Ho oten Dxopmk. — Kaxoro pefenka MIiuyTt o
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Beelt crpaHe? 51 yxxe HECKOJIBKO AHel He PaCKpbIBaI
rasersl. ,

— 3HAYHUT, BBl HHYETO He 3HaeTe O NOXHILEeHHOl
manenskolt JDxeHHH ADMCTDOHr? — cKasan HHC-
nexkTop, caaAch U NpuTAHYB K cele [xennu. — Ilo-
HUMaeTe, OHA — A04Yb MHJIMOHepa I'appu Apwmcr-
porra. Tak BOT — KTO-TO ee mMOXHTHI M Tpebyer 3a
AEBOYKY BBIKYN — CTO ThICAY (YHTOB CTEPIMHIOB.
Knanycs BaM, MBI MpovYecanu B IIOMCKAX ee BCIO
CTpaHy — H BOT OHA NepeA HAMH, 3JOPOBEHbKAA H
Becenanl Paspasn Mena Bor, Hu ¢ yem Gosee cTpas-
HEIM 5 He CTAJKHMBAJICA 38 BCIO MOIO XKM3Hb. I‘ne ThI
6nu1a, MasleHbKaA mMucc?

— Ha ocrpose, — orseruna [Dxenun. — Jxy-
JMaH, pacCKaXxu UM obo BceM.

N JDxynauan noeefas BCIO MCTOPHMIO OT Hadana
no xouua. ITorucmen, croasiunit pansie B KOPUAO-
pe, BOLIEJ B KOMHATY M 3AIIHCHIBAJ TO, YTO OH NOBO-
pua. Bee corymuann B Xpaftnem uaymiaenun. Uro ka-
caerca orua J[xopak, T0 y Hero ryiasa nNpAMO-Taku
BbLIE3aIH M3 opbut. Hy M NpUKJIIOYEeHHA CBAJIHMBA-
JINCh HA 3THUX pebATHIUEK, M KaK XOPOLLIO OHM BCH-
KMH pa3 cnpasiasauch ¢ JiIo0kIMH TPYyAHOCTAMMUI

— A THI cayyaitHO He 3Haelb, KTO Baajesel, To-
ro Kopabas, 4ro gocraBua Mucc J>keHHH, — TOT,
KOTODBIH IOCJIAN JIOAKY K OCTOBY 3aTOHYBILEro KO-
pabaa ¥ BHICAAMJ ee TaM C TeM, 4To0bl Mno3aHee ee
3abpann Creku? — CIIPOCHJI HHCIIEKTOD.

— Her, — orsetnn Ixxynuan. — ExuHcTBeH-
HOe, YTO MBI CJBLILIAJH, — YTO HOYBIO AOJIMKEH
npuiit «CKuTamens.

— Aral — BOCKJMKHYJ MHCIIEKTOD, M B roJioce
ero npo3syyano riayGoKkoe yAaOBJIeTBOpeHMe. — Bor
0HO uTol MBI OYEeHBb XOpOLIO 3HAKOMEI C 3THM ca-
MbIM «CKuTaNbUEMs. OTO — CYAHO, 3a KOTODBHIM
MBI yKe KaBHO BeneM Halmionenue. OHO nmpuHazne-
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JKUT HeKoelf BeChMa NOAO3PHUTEJBHON JHYHOCTH.
Mu gymaem, 4TO 3TOT THN 3aMellIaH BO MHOXKECTBe
pasHBIX TeMHBIX geauiuek. Hy, aTo mpocro mpe-
KpacHas HoBocTb! Ceifuac camMoe riaBHoe — y3HATh,
rae CTeku M Kak NMofMaTh KX C MMOJHYHBLIM Teleps,
Korga BeI BRIpBaJIM MucC J[P)KeHHH M3 MX KOrTei.
OHu, BepOATHO, CTAHYT BCE OTPHLIATD.

— 51 3nalo, Kax MBI Morain OBl MX moifMaTh, —
nocrielsHo ckasan JxyanaH. — Mut ocraBmiam ux
MpPenpoTHBHOIO ChlHA OArapa 3amepThiM B TOM JKe
caMOM Kasemarte, Kyaa oHH nocaauau JHxenau. Ec-
au 6b1 KTo-HuGyab U3 Hac Mor coobumts CTekaMm o
TOM, 4YTO DArap TaM, OHH HenmpeMeHHO OTIPABHJINCH
6Bl HA OCTPOB, & TaM — Cpa3y e CIycTHWiIuch O6bl B
nox3eMenbe; TaK 4TO, ecai Onl Bel moiiMannm HX
TaM, OHH He cMorau Ol yTBepKAaTh, OYATO HUYEro
He 3HAIOT HH NMPO Kakxoi OCTPOB M HHUKOrAa Tam He
OLIBAJIH.

— Ja, 370, HECOMHEHHO, 3HAYUTEJBbHO YIIPOCTH-
J0 Oul Aeno, — TNPpH3HAN HHCIEeKTop. OH Haxan
KHOMNKY 3BOHKA, H B KOMHATY BOLLeJ ele OAMH I10-
nucMeH. MHcIeKTOp Ran eMmy noapo0HOe onmHcaHue
BHEITHOCTH MHcCTepa u Muccuc CTeKk M Benen BeCTH
TIiaTeJbHOe HabmiofeHne 3a Bcelt MECTHOCTHIO BOK-
PYT M TOTYAC K€ AOJIOMKHTb, €CJAH OHHU OOBABATCA.

— Toraa, 10HbIH Mucrep J)KyauaH, Bl CMOXeTe
BCTPETHUTHCA C HUMH K nobGeceaoBarh 00 MX CBIHOYKE
oarape, — cKasaj, yanifaach, HHCIIEKTOp. — Ecau
OHH JAefiCTBUTENIBHO OTNPABATCA HA OCTPOB, MBI I10-
cjenyeM 3a HUMH M colfepeM Bce HeoOXOAUMBIE YJIH-
ku. Cnacu60 BaM 3a OrPOMHYIO ITOMOLIL, KOTODYIO
BBl HAM OKa3asu. A celfuac HaM 00A3aTeJbHO HAILO
NO3BOHUTH poaAuTeNAM Mucc J[)KeHHH M coobLIMUTH
MM, 4YTO OHA LeJa B HeBpeauMa.

— Ona moxxer noexats Bmecte ¢ Hamu B Kup-
PMH-KOTTeAX, — cKaaana oren J>kopmx, Bce ele He
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BNOJIHe npHiueamwnit B ce6a or cayunsiueroca. — 1
NONPOCHJI HAIUy NPEeXHIO KyXxapky [ >xoyaHHy Ha
BpeMA BEPDHYThCA H IIPMBECTH JOM B NOPAAOK; Ha-
[0, KpomMe TOro, utobml Obl1 KTO-TO, KTO MoOr Obl
NPHUCMOTPETh 3a AETbMH.

— 3uaems, nama, — TBepAO CKasaia
Jxopax, — MBI BepHEMCA AOMOM DOBHO Ha OAMH
AeHb, HO MBI HaAMepeHBl NMPOBEeCTH Ha ocrpose Kup-
PHH elle HexeJIo, noka MamMa He npueaer. OHa Ham
paspelmnia, ¥ HaM TaM o4eHsb xopowo. Ilycts I ko-
yaHHa ocraHerca B KuppuH-KOTTEemXKe, npuBener
BCE B TNOPAROK M IMOANOTOBHTCA K MaMMHOMY BO3-
ppaiueHuo. K uemy et eme gonosHutennHas oby-
3a — cmotpers 3a HaMu? Ha ocTpose MBI MoO)keM
npeKpacHo caMH 3a coBoii nmpucMoOTpeTs.

— § nymalo, 3TH geTH 3acJAyKHBAIOT Harpa-
asl 3a To po6poe neso, KOTOpPOoe OHHM cheJia-
JH, — 3aMeTHJ MHCINEeKTOP, ¥ ero BMeIlaTeNb-
CTBO PELIMJIO [eNo.

— Hy uto %, — cxkasan oren JxopmK, — MoO-
JKeTe CHOBA OTNPABHUTLCA HAa OCTPOB, HO, J[XKOpIK,
K TOMY JHIO, KOrAa TBOA MaMa BEPHETCHA, Thl AOJIXK-
Ha GRITh AOMA.

— Pasymeercal — BockauxkHyaa Jxopax. — 51
Y3KacHO Xouy BujeTh MaMy. Ho B ee oTcyTCTBHE JO-
Ma He CAMIIKOM-TO yIOTHO. I npeanounTaio nobeiTh
3TO BpEMA Ha OCTDOBE.

— H a xouy nobuiTh TAM, — HEOKHAAHHO 3a-
suna Jxenun. — Iloxkanyiicra, ronpocMre MOMX
poauTteneit npuexatb B KUppuH, uTo6ul A Moraa y
HHMX CIIPOCHTBb, MOXKHO JIH MHE YeXaTh BMECTe C OC-
TAIbHBIMHM JE€TBMH.

— Cuaenao Bce, YTO CMOry, — CKasaJ HHC-
neKTop, yAnGaAch BCeM NMATEPHIM pPeGATHIIKAM.
Bcem um oH oueHb noHpasuiaca. Oreu Ixopax
NOAHANCSH.
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— Ilomnul — ckasan oH. — S xouy obexars.
MHue ot Bcero 3Toro ecth 3axorenoch. Ilouuru mo-
cMOTpMM, Haiiferca Ju y JxoyaHHE! 4TO-HMOGYyAb
AJIA HAC.

Bca xomnauua yaanunacek. Ha xoay pebara Ta-
paropuin Ge3a ymoaKy, ortdyero GOegHmiit orelng
Jxopmx mouyscTBOBaM ceff OKOHYATEJNBLHO 3aIry-
rasmumca. Korga no6ausoct 6eL1u 3T peGATHLIU-
KH, OH BCAKHUIl pa3 OKa3pIBAJICA BTAHYTHIM B KaKoOe-
HuUOyAb 3aIryTaHHOe NpUKJIIoYeHHel



TJIABA Th BTOPAH
Ha3sap, na octpoB Kuppus!

Cxkopo Bce ouyruauch B Kuppun-korremxe.
JxoyanHa, MX IPeXXHAA KyXapKa, PajoCTHO MX
MPUBETCTBOBAJIA M, He NMpephIBaA CTPANHHU, C YAUB-
JIeHHEM BBICJTYIIANA MX PacCKas3khl.

Bo Bpema oGexa l)KyamuaH, B3IJIAHYB B OKHO,
cay4daitHO 3aMeTHJ1 KaKyl0-TO OYeHb 3HAKOMYIO Gu-
rypy: HeKHii YeJOBeK NpATaICA 3a H3rQpPOAbIO.

— Jla 3aro crapuna Crek! — BOCKJIMKHYJ Majb-
yuK U BCcKoumn. — I moitay 3a HuMm. Bcem ocra-
BaTLCA Ha MecTel

OH BmiLIen U3 aAoMa, 6eroM 3aBepHYJ 38 YIOJ H
CTOJIKHYJICA JIULIOM K JHIY ¢ MucTtepoM CTekoMm.

— Xorure 3Hath, rae Jarap? — TAMHCTBEHHO
cnpocua Jxyauas.

Mucrep Crek O6ul1 oropoimuedH. O riasen Ha
Jxyninana, He 3HaA, YTO CKA3aTh.

— On B nogaeMenne, 3anepr B TOM CAMOM Kase-
mate, — eile 6ojiee TAMHCTBEHHBIM TOHOM COOOLLIMIT
Ihxyanan.

— JTa Huuero TeI 06 Jarape He 3Haews! — BoOC-
KAUKHYJ mucrep Crek. — T'ne tor Guin? Passe Thi
He yexaJa aomoii?

— He Bawe geno, — orserua xynanan. — Ho,
€CcJIM BBl XOTHUTE HaiiTu Darapa, NMOMLIMTE B TOM Ka-
aemarel

Mucrep Crek 37100HO MOCMOTpEN HA MaJbYHUKa U
yuiena npoub. J)KyJuaH MMOCHELIHO BEPHYJCA B JOM
¥ no3sBoHua B noauumo. OH He COMHeBaJsICA, YTO
mucrep CreK paccKa)ker »KeHe O TOM, YTO OH eMy
ckasan, u uro Muccuc CrTek craHer HacTamMBarThb,
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4YTOOLI OHH BEPHYJMCh HA OCTPOB IIPOBEPHTD, NpAaB-
Aa Ju 3710. Tak 4YTO eAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OCTABAJIOCH
AeaaTh NOJAMLMHM, — 3TO HAGIIOAaTh 3a JOAKAMH,
CTOAIIMMH Ha NpuKoje y Oepera, H He YIYCTHTH
momeHT, Koraa Cteku BHIAAYT B MOpe.

Hetu nooBenanu, u aaga KBeHTHH oGBABWI, YTO
OH JOJXKEH BePHYTBCA K JKeHe, KOTOpoll 3axouerca
y3HATh HOBOCTH.

— 3 eit cKaKy, YTO Bhl NPEKPACHO IIPOBOAMTE
BpeMA HA OCTpPOBe, — CKa3aJ OH, — & BCEeBO3MOXK-
Hble YAMBHUTEJNbHBIEe NOAPOSGHOCTH Ml JIydllle pac-
CKa)keM el nocjie TOro, Kak OHa BePHETCA KOMOA.

OH yexasn Ha MalUMHe, ¥ JETH CIIpPALLMBAJIH ce-
64, MOTYT JIM OHM Tenepb BEPHYTLCA Ha CBOM OCT-
poB, MJH euwie HeT. B KOHLe KOHLOB GbLIO pelIeHO
HEMHOIO INOJOMKAATh, TAK KAK HEM3BeCTHO ObLIO,
yT0 geaatsh ¢ >xenuudep.

CnycTa HenpOAO/IKMTENbHOE BPEMA K BOPOTaM
KuppuH-KOTTE)KA MOAKATHJ OTrPOMHBIA &BTOMO-
6mab. 13 Hero BBICKOYMJHM BBICOKMH MYMK4YMHA C
TEeMHO-pbIXKell IlIeBeJIopoif M XOPOLUEHBKAA KEH-
LIMHA.

— Oro, HaBepHOe, TBOM nana ¢ mamoit, J[)KeH-
HH, — cKasaa JHxyanaH.

910 peiicTBuTenbHO OblM OHM. PoauTenn Tak
sauesgosann JkeHHuUbEp, TAK CHIBHO CKMMAIH ee
B CBOMX OOBATHMAX, YTO JAEBUYIIIKA €JBA OTABILIA-
nack. Eif npuiuioch CHOBA M CHOBA DPAacCKa3bIBATH
CBOIO HCTOPHMIO, & ee OTell NPOCTO He 3HaJ, KaK OT-
Grarogapute JI)KyauaHa M OCTAJBHBIX 3a BCe TO,
YTO OHH CAEJIAJIH.

— TpebyiiTte or MeHsa a10060ro BO3HArPAXKIECHHA,
M MOXEeTé CYMTATh — OHO Bauie]l — BOCKIMKHYJ
OH. — $1 npocTO COoBEpLIEHHO He B COCTOAHHKH Iepe-
AaTh CJOBAMHM, KakK A BaMm GiarosapeH 3a criaceHue
Hawueit manenskoit [xxenHul
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— Jla 4TO BB, HAM HHYero He HYKHO, CIIACH-
6ol — BeamBo orBetua JKynuaH. — Mu genann
Bce 310 ¢ GonpmiuM ymoBoAbCTBHEM. MEl sni06MM
NPUKJIIOYEeHHA.

— Ax Th1, Boxe moitl Her, B npocTo 06A3aHBI
HA3BaTh MHEe 4YTO-TO TaKoe, 4To BaM Onl XOTesoch
nonayuntsl — ckasan oren JHxenHu.

JKynnaH nocMoOTpen Ha OCTaaBHBIX pebar. OH
3HAJM, YTO HMKTO M3 HHX He XOTeJ] HHKAKOro BO3-
Harpaxaenusa. Bapyr I)KeHHH TOJKHyJa ero JIOK-
TeM M 3HEePru4yHO 3aKHBasa rojnosoit. J)xyauan pac-
cMesJICA.

— Hy 4T0 K, ecTh OfHA Bellb, KOTOPYIO MBI BCE
O4eHb XoTenu Obl MOJMYYNTh, — CKA3AJ OH.

— Moxere cunTaTh, YTO Ballle JKeJTaHHEe HMCIIOJ-
HeHOo, — 3aABuUA otel JI>KeHHH.

— Bm nossosaure J[)KeHHH NOeXaTh M MPOBECTH
¢ HaMH Hefewio Ha ocrtpoBe? — ckasan Jlxyauas.
JI>keHHH PafiOCTHO B3BU3TrHyJa M cxkaina pyKy Jlxy-
JINaHa CBOMMU KPOXOTHBLIMHM DYUOHKAMH. .,

Poaurenn J[)KeHHH OIELLIMIH. ’

— I'm, — ckasan ee oTel;, — HO BeAb €€ COBCEM
HefaBHO NOXHUTWIM, 3HAETEe JH, U B JAHHYIO MUHY-
Ty HaM KaK-TO He XO4eTCA CITyCKAaTh C Hee raas, H...

— Ilana, HO TH! xe ofewtan [>xkyauaHy BBINOJ-
HUTB J100oe ero xenaHue, Thl ofewranl — HacTOM-
uyuBo 3afopmorana J[>keHHM. — AX, noxaryicra,
Hy no3sosib! MHe Bceraa XoTesIoCh NMOMXKHUTHL HA OCT-
poBe. A Ha MX OCTPOBE €CTh COBEPILUEHHO BOCXMTH-
TeJIbHAA Neliepa, U3YMHTENbHBIR passanuBuiniica
3aMOK, Mnoj3eMesibe, B KOTODOM MEHA JePasy, H...

— M mb Bo3bMeM ¢ cofoit Hamero nca, Tumo-
™, — ckasan JDxyauan. — Ilocmorpute, Kaxoit
310 OorpoMHblif M cunbHbIt 3Beps. Korna Tum pa-
AOM, HM C KEM HHYEero IUIOXOr0 He MOXKEeT CJIy4YHMThb-
cs, BepHO Beab, Tum?
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— T'aBl — ckasan Tumoru Gacom.

— Hy u4T0 K, THI MOXellb I0eXaTh, HO TOJBKO C
OQHMM YCJOBMEM, — CKAa3aJl HaKOHel] OTell AeBYYIII-
KH, — 3aBTPa MBI C TBOell MaMoit npueaeM ¥ npose-
JeM JeHb Ha ocTpoBe, 4ToOnl y6eAUTLCH, YTO TaAM Te-
Ge Gyzer xopoLlo.

— O, nana, cnacubo, criacubo! — BCKpuyana
JlxenHu, oT BocTOpra myckasach B msc. Llenasa He-
AeJA HA ocTpoBe B OOLUECTBE e€e HOBBIX Apy3eil M
Tummu! Y10 Morao 6uTh ayume?

— JDkeHHM MOXKeT NpPOBECTH HOYb 37eCh, Y
Hac? — cnpocuaa JI>xopmx. — Brl, BepoATHO, OCTa-
HOBMJIMCh B FrOCTHHHLE?

Poaurenn J[)keHHM BCKOpe YIUAM M HAIIDaBHU-
JIACh B NOIMLHNIO, YTOOHI pa3y3HaTh Bce noapobHO-
¢t noxMiueHusa. Jlerm nouwim HA KyXHIO BBISAC-
HHUTB, never au J[>KoyaHHA IMHMPOXKKH K 4alo.

IMoaxoauno yxe BpeMA eXXeJHEBHOIO YAEMUTHA,
KaKk B JABepb KTO-TO nocryyan. Ha mopore croan
TPY3HbIN NOJIMCMEH.

— IOuniit mucrep xyauan aoma? — cnpocui
OH. — A, BBI M €CTh TOT CAMBIii MANIBYKK, CIP, KOTO-
puiit Ham Hy»xeH! CTeKH TOJBKO YTO OTIPABHIMCEH B
cBoelt JogKe K OCTPOBY; Y Hac Ha Gepery npuroTos-
JIeHbl CBOM JIOAKM, 4TOOR!I ciaepoBaTh 3a HuMHu. Ho
MBI COMHEBAaeMCs, CyMeeM JIK npoiTn mexay puda-
MH, OKPYJKAIOLMMHM CO BCeX CTOPOH ocTpoB Kup-
puH. He Morau 6s1 Bbl uau Muce JI>KopaykuHa MoKa-
3arb Ham aopory? .

— d — oHbt Mucrep IxopaxK, a He MUCC
JxopmxkKuHa, — Xon0AaHO cKasana JIXKopIK.

— IIpocTuTe, c3p, — orBeTni, yabibasach, NOJIU-
cmed. — Tak, MaxkeT, ¥ BhI TOXKe noexere?

— Mu Bce noegem! — BOCKAHMKHYA JIUK M
BCKOYHJ. — MHe XoueTcs IOCKOpee BepPHYThLCA
Ha Hall RZOPOroil OCTPOB M IPOBECTH CErogHALL-

™ 195



HIOI0 HOYb ONATHL B Hamel meiepe. Yero paau
HaM TepATh J&XKe OAHY-eAHHCTBEHHYIO HOYb?
Poaureneit J[)keHHHM MBI CMOXKeM AOCTABMTH Ha
OCTPOB 3aBTpa HAa Hamel co6cTBeHHOM JoaKe. A
celiuac Mel Bce moeaeml!

ITonucMeH HEMHOMKKO MOKoJeBasIcA, HO JeTH Ha-
CTaMBAJIH, H TAK KAK BPeMEHH TepPATH ObLI0 Henb3sA,
KOHYMJIOCH BCE TeM, 4YTO Tpoe Aeteil pa3aMeCTHINCH B
ABYX JIOAKAX BMeCTe C ABYMSA IIOJIMCMEHaMH, a
Hoxopax M J[KyauaH yKasblBaJIH OOPOTY, IJIBIBA
Ha co6cTBeHHON Joake. THMMH, Kak Bcerpa, Jiexxan
y Hor Jxopmx.

Jl>xopax ynpaBnana JoAKoH ¢ oObIYHOMN JIOBKO-
CTBIO, U BCKOPe OHM IO OOBIKHOBEHHIO BLICAAMJHCH
B cBoelt MmaneHbKONH necuaHoM Oyxrouke. Crekwu,
OYEeBHIHO, OTNPABWIHCb, KAK BCEraa, KPYXXHbIM
myTeM, MHMO CTapoifi NMOCYAMHBI, M NPHYAIHAN K
Gonee ckannucTOi YacTH OCTPOBA.

— A rteneps — THXOl — npexocreperaiouie CKo-
manjgosan JxyauaH. Bce THMXOHBKO 3alaraid B
HANpABJEHHH PAa3BAJMH M BCKODe BOLUJM BO ABOD
samMka. CTexoB Hurae He O6BLIO BHIHO.

— Ilomuu cnycTuMca B nogsemMenne, — CKasa
oxynuan. — Y mena c coboilt ponapuk.  xymaio,
uT0 CTEKH y)Ke TaM BHH3Y, OCBOBOXKAAIOT e JHAMKKY
Oarapa.

OHH crycTHIMCH O JIECTHHIle B TeMHOE IIoA3e-
Menbe. AHH Ha 3TOT pa3 TOXe IIolLIa, AePXKACh 34
PYKY BBICOKOro monucMeHa. OHHM THXOHBKO IUJH IO
AJHHHBIM TEMHBIM NETIAIOLINM MnepexoaaMm.

HaxkoHeny nogomin K ABepH Ka3emMara, B KOTO-
poM OHM 3amnepau Oarapa. Isepr Bce eute GblLaa
CBEpXy M CHHM3y 3amepTa 3aCOBaAMH.

— ITocmoTpuTel — wenorom ckasan xyauan u
ocBeTun ABeph doHapukoM. — CTekH ciona eie He
IPAXOANIH.
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— IM-m! — npexynpeauna J>xopmx, ycaeixas,
yro TuMMH THXOHBKO 3apmiyan. — Kro-to maer.
IIpausrecs! Hasepuoe, 310 — Crekn.

Bce cripatanuce 3a Gmmwkaiiieit crenoit.

Capliunm 6eu1n npubmkalomyecs 1Iard, a Io-
TOM pasfaiicsa FPOMKH# Herogymomuit ronoc mmccuc
Crex:

— Ecaun roasko okaxercsa, 4Yto Moit darap
aamnepr 3fech, y MeHf HalijleTca 4TO CKa3aTh MO
aromy nosoayl! 3anepers BoT 3xak GeaHOro, Hu
B YeM He NOBUHHOro manpyukal S 4ro-to Hu-
Yyero He nmoHuMmal. Ecam oH 3aech, TO rae xe
nesouka? Tl oTBeTh MHe HAa 3TOT Bompoc. I'me
nesouka? Iloxoxe Ha TO, YTO XO3AMH Hac 006-
MaHyJ M PelIHJ JHUIUIKUTh II0JOXXKEHHOM HaM a0-
a4 aéHer. Passe oH He ofeluas 3anjJaTHTh HaM
ThICAYY (QYHTOB, €CAH MBIl HeAeJ IO IPOAEeP:KHUM
agech xxenum Apmctponr? Mue cpaercsa, 4To
OH KOro-TO IIOCJAJ CioJa, Ha OCTPOB, pa3mirpan
HaA HaMH IOAJYI0 IUYTKY, JHAeBO4YKy 3abpan
caM, a BMeCTO Hee 3arep 'Haulero 9arapa.

— Boamoxkno, Tl ¥ npasa, Knapa, — oro3sai-
ca muctep Crek, ronoc KOToporo 3sy4dan Bce Gamike
n Gamxe. — Ho kakum o6pa3oM 3TOT Manb4MK,
Jokyauan, ysuan, rae Haxogutca 9arap? f1 ouensn
MHOTI'Oro BO BCEM 3TOM He ITOHMMAIO.

Teneps Crexu ouyTHIMCH Nepen camoil aBepnio
Kasemarta, a C3agM HuUX Bepreaach Boniouka. Ona
HIOXOM TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA MIPUCYTCTBHE CIIPATABLUUXCA
Jofeit u 3ackyauiaa or crpaxa. Mucrep Crek nuya
ee HOroii.

— Ilpekparu ceituac sxe! Mano Toro uro 3xo mno-
BTOPAET HAIIM roJjioca, TAK elle CJAYyLIATh TBOM CKY-
aexl

Muccuc Crexk Mexxay TeM rpoOMKO B3bIBaJa:

— Oarap! Tu1 TyT? Darapl
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— Mal al A anecs, — 3aBonun 9arap. — Cko-
pee, BrInycTH MeHs orciogal Mue crpamuno. Briny-
cTH MeHs!

Muccuc Crex TyT ke OTOABMHYJIA 3aCOBBI M pac-
naxuyna asepb. IIpu cBere ¢oHaps, ropesuiero B
TeMHMuLe, OHa yBuaeiaa darapa. OH noabexxan K Heit
YyThb He ILIaYa.

— Kro 1e6s ciona nocagna? — CpoCHJIa MHCCHC
Crex. — Ckaxku-Ka cBOeMy mare, H OH MHIOM CBep-
HeTr UM Luelo. BepHo a rosopio, nana? Ilocaguts BOT
sgak GefHOrO HMCIyraHHoro pe6eHKa B TEMHYIO me-
miepy. 3to npocTo noasaoctsl

M tyr Crexy mnepexuam TaKoll ucnyr, Kaxoi
BPAX JIM KOTJa MCIBITHIBAIM B JKMU3HHM: U3 TeMHOTBI
BADYT BHIIIIEJ OTPOMHBEIN JeTMHA — MOJHLEHCKHU
doHapukoM B ORHOIM pyKe ¥ GIOKHOTOM B APYIOi.

— Aral — cKasaJx OH HHM3KHM roJIOCOM. —
Bur npasel, Knapa Crex. 3aneperns GexHoro uc-
nyraHHoro pebeHKa B TeMHOM mneliepe — 3TO
MOAJIOCTh, & BeAb Bbl HMEHHO 3TO M NPOAEJAaIH,
He Tak au? Bm 3anepau 3gecey xeHHHM ApM-
crpourl OHa — coBceM eule -MajleHbKAasg XeBOY-
Ka. OTOT Ball CHIHOYEK 3HAJ, YTO C HUM HHUYe-
ro IJ0XOro He CAYYHUTCA, & MAJEHbKAA AEBOYKA
6ni1a HanyraHa A0 cmeptul

Muccuc Crek croana, TO OTKPBIBAfA, TO 3aKDbI-
Baf por, Kak poiba, He 3HafA, YTO CKa3aTb. Mucrep
Crek 3aBM3)Kasl KAK 3arHaHHAA B YTOJ KphIca.

— Hac nHakpsun! 310 n0By1IKA, BOT 4TO 3TO Ta-
koel Hac nakpuuiul

Oarap NMORHAJ peB, BCXJUMNBIBAA KaK Majoe IH-
Ta. IIpucyrcTByiomue pe6ATa MCNLITHIBAIM K HEMY
orspaiuenue. Koraa Jxyauan BKIOuMsa csoit ¢o-
HapukK, CTeKH BADYT yBUAEAM BCEX AeTeil.

— Yepr nobepu, aa Tyt Bce aAetm — M JHKeHHHU
ApmcTponr ¢ Humul —- ckasan mucrep Crek Kpaii-

198



He YAMBJIEHHEIM roJiocoM. — YTo Bce 310 3HaumuT?
Yro npoucxoaur? Kro sanep darapa?

— OrTBeTH! BB NOJYYHUTE B MOJIHIEICKOM y4acT-
Ke, — 3aABHJ INOJHCMeH. — A Temnepb roBOpHTE:
noiigere no ao6poit Boae, Ges uryma?

Crexku nowau, He nogHuMana wyma. Toabko Oa-
rap THXOHBKO BCxJunbuiBag. OH mpeacrasisi, Kak
ero MaTh M OTLA IIOCAAAT B TIOPLMY, & €0 CAMOro
MOLILTIOT HA MCNpaBJieHHe B KaKylo-HUOYAb LIKOJIY
ANA TPYAHLIX TMOAPOCTKOB M €My JOJIrMe TOALl He
MO3BOJIAT BHAETHLCA C¢ Marepbio. Ilpaspa, ocoGoro
3HAYEHHA 3TO He MMeJso, u6o nmana u mama Creku
He O4eHb-TO 3aboTuaucey 06 Darape U CAYKHIN LA
Hero JMIIb AYPHBIM npumepom. Moxker, ecin ero
GyayT aepxaTh NoAasiblle OT HUX, & BMECTO ILJIOXO-
ro OH YBHAHUT mnepex coboit xopoiwuuit nmpumep, Ana
HECYACTHOIO MAJIBYMILKH ellle ¥ OTKPOeTCA KaKOii-
TO LUAHC B KU3HUT

— M= ¢ BaMH Ha3ag He MoeAeM, — BEXJIHBO 00-
paTuiaca Jxynuan K noaucMeHy. — MbI HaMepeHbI
OCTATLCA 3[]eCh HA HOYb. Bl MO)KeTe BEpDHYTHCA Ha
noake CrexoB. OHM mpeKpacHo 3HAIOT Aopory. 3a-
xBaTuTe ¢ coboit ux cobayoHKy. BoTr onHa — MmI 30-
BeM ee Bonioukoif. BepoatrHo, — nofaBun OH, —
Ball¥ KOJUIErH MOTYT CJEAOBATh 34 BAMH B IIOJH-
HeiicKoit Joake.

Jlonky CrTeKOB pa3bIiCKaIM, M NOJHUEHCKHIL,
cynpyrd Creku m 9arap norpy3unucs B Hee. Tyaa
JKe npeiriysa m BoHiouka, Koropaa paaa 6uiia yc-
KOJIb3HYTh OT MPHUCTANLHOIO B3IJIAAA 3eJIeHLIX rja3
Tumoru.

J>xynamaH oTTONKHYN JOAKY ot Gepera.

— Jlo cBugaHual — KPHUKHYJ OH, U OCTANLHBIE
JAeTH 3aMaxalu PyKamMu B 3HaK npowmanHua. — o
cBupanusa, mucrep Crek, He noxuiaiite 6oaplire ae-
Teit. o cBupanusa, muccuc Crek, npucmatTpusaiite
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noJy4ule 3a OArapoM, a To Kak Obl ero onATh He I10-
xutunnl o ceupanna, Ilpeinasan O6pasuua, no-
nelTalica crars xopownMm Mansuuxom! o ceuaa-
HudA, BoHiouka, nmorpebyii, yToOsl Te6A KaK MOMKHO
cxopee BeIKynanu. Jlo ceupanusl

ITonuueiickue yanifanuce ¥ Maxadd B OTBeT.
CrexH He NMPOPOHWJIM HHM (JIOBA M, KOHEYHO, He Ma-
xanrH pyxkamu. OHH cugeam 3Jble, HaCyIUIeHHEIe,
neITafgch Coo0pa3HTh, YTO K€ MOIJIO CJAYYHTHCA,
4yT0o0BI BCe TAK BOT OBEpHYJIOCH.

JIoAKH 3aBepHYJH 38 BEICOKYIO CKATYy M BCKOpe
CKDBIJIMCh U3 BHAY.

— Vpppal — saxpuyan Odux. — Oum ycpa-
auck — y6panucek Hascernal HakoHen-To Ham ocr-
POB NPHHANIEKHUT TOJLKO HAM, U HUKOMY GossLuel
Iloiinem, oxeHHH, MBI Kak ciaenyer Tefe ero moka-
xem. Kak aameuaTensHO MEI IpoBeaeM TyT Bpemal

N ouun xuHynuce GexaTb, cuacTauBele, Geasa-
GoTHble — nATEpo Aerelt U cofaka, OAHM Ha CBOEM.
mobumoM ocrpose. OCTaBMM MX TaM — IYCThb HA-
CragAaTcA Henenel noaHoro cuactTeA. IIpaso ke, oHHM
ero aacayuaul



T HE FAMOUS F 1V L

ENID BLYTON

Five Run
Away Together







Contents

1 Summerholidays......................... 205
2 TheStickfamily ................ ... ...... 212
3 Anastyshock .......... ..o i, 219
4 A few little upsgts ........................ 226
5 Inthe middleof themight .. ................. 234
6 Julian defeatsthe Sticks . . .................. 241
7 Betternews ................ . 249
8 George'splan ......... P 256
9 Anexcitingmight . ........................ 263
10 Kirrin Islandoncemore! .................... 272
11Ontheoldwreck ...............c.0vuuvnn. 280
12 Thecaveinthecliff ....................... 287
13Adayonthelsland........................ 293
14 Disturbanceinthenight .................... 300
15 Whoisontheisland? ...................... 308
16 The Sticksgetafright . ... .................. 315
17 Ashock forEdgar . ........... e e 323
18 An unexpected prisoner . ..............00... 330



19 A screaminthenight ...................... 337
20 Arescue —andanewprisoner! . .............. 344
21 A visit to the police station .................. 352

22 Back to Kirrin Island! ...................... 360



CHAPTER ONE
- Summer holidays

‘George dear, do settle down and do something,’
said George’s mother. ‘You keep wandering in and
out with Timothy, and I am trying to have a rest.’

‘Sorry, Mother,’ said Georgina, taking hold of
Timothy’s collar. ‘But I feel lonely without the
others. Oh I do wish tomorrow would come. I've
been without them for three whole weeks already.’

Georgina went to boarding-school with her
cousin Anne, and in the holidays she and Anne,
and Anne’s two brothers, Julian and Dick, usually
joined up together and had plenty of fun. Now it
was the summer holidays, and already three weeks
had gone by. Anne, Dick and Julian had gone away
with their father and mother, but Georgina’s par-
ents had wanted their little girl with them, so she
had not gone.

Now her three cousins were coming the next
day to spend the rest of the summer holidays with
her at her old home, Kirrin Cottage.

‘It will be lovely when they are here,” said
George, as she was always called, to Timothy her
dog. ‘Simply lovely, Timothy. Don’t you think so?’

‘Woof,’ said Timothy and licked George’s hand.

George was dressed, as usual, exactly like a
boy, in jeans and jersey. She had always wanted to
be a boy, and would never answer if she was called
Georgina. So everyone called her George. She had
missed her cousins very much during the first
weeks of the summer holidays.
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‘T used to think I liked best to be alone,” George
said to Timothy, who always seemed to understand
every word she said. ‘But now I know that was
silly. It’s nice to be with others and share things,
and make friends.’

Timothy thumped his tail on the ground. He
certainly liked being with the other children too.
He was longing to see Julian, Anne and Dick
again. )

George took Timothy down to the beach. She
shaded her eyes with her hand, and looked out to
the entrance of the bay. In the middle of it, almost
as if it were guarding it, lay a small, rocky island,
on which rose the ruins of an old castle.

‘We’ll visit you again this summer, Kirrin Is-
land,’ said George softly. ‘I haven’t been able to go
to you yet this summer, because my boat was being
mended — but it will be ready soon, then I’ll come
to you. And I'll look all round the old castle again.
Oh Tim — do you remember the adventures we had
on Kirrin Island last summer?’

Tim remembered quite well, because he himself
had shared in the thrilling adventures. He had
been down in the dungeons of the castle with the
others; he had helped to find treasure there, and
had had just as grand a time as the four children
he loved. He gave a little bark.

‘You’re remembering, aren’t you, Tim?’ said
George, patting him. ‘Won’t it be fun to go there
again? We’ll go down into-the dungeons again,
shall we? And oh! — do you remember how Dick
climbed down the deep well-shaft to rescue us?’

It was exciting, remembering all the things
that had happened last year. It made George long
all the more for the next day, when her three
friends would arrive.
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‘I wish Mother would let us go and live on the
island for a week,” thought George. ‘That would be
the greatest fun we could have. To live on my very
own island!’

It was George’s island. It really belonged to her
mother, but she had said, two or three years back,
that George could have it, and George now thought
of it as really her own. She felt that all the rabbits
on it belonged to her, all the wild birds and other
creatures.

‘T’ll suggest that we go there for a week, when
the others come,” she thought, excitedly. ‘We'll
take our food and everything, and live there quite
by ourselves. We shall feel like Robinson Crusoe.’

She went to meet her cousins the next day,
driving the pony and trap by herself. Her mother
wanted to come, but she said she did not feel very
well. George felt a bit worried about her. So often
lately her mother had said she didn’t feel very well.
Perhaps it was the heat of the summer. The
weather had been so very hot lately. Day after day
had brought nothing but blue sky and sunshine.
George had been burnt a dark-brown, and her eyes
were startlingly blue in her sunburnt face. She had
had her.hair cut even shorter than usual, and it re-
ally vlvas difficult to know whether she was a.boy or
a girl.

The train came in. Three hands waved madly
from a window, and George shouted in delight.

‘Julian! Dick! Annel You’re here at last.’

The three children tumbled pell-mell out of
their carriage. Julian yelled to a porter.

‘Our bags are in the guard’s van. Hallo,
Georgel How are you? Golly, you’'ve grown.’

They all had. They were all a year older and a

year bigger than when they had had their exciting
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adventures on Kirrin Island. Even Anne, the
youngest, didn’t look such a small girl now. She
flung herself on George, almost knocking her over,
and then went down on her knees beside Timothy,
who was quite mad with joy to see his three
friends. .

There was a terrific noise. They all shouted
their news at once, and Timothy barked without
stopping.

‘We thought the train would never get here!’

‘Oh Timothy, you darling, you’re just the same
as ever!’

‘Woof, woof, woof!’

‘Mother’s sorry she couldn’t come and meet
you too’.

‘George, how brown you are! I say, aren’t we
going to have fun.’

‘Woof, Woof!l’

‘Shut up, Tim darling, and do get down; you’ve
bitten my tie almost in half. Oh, you dear old dog,
it’s grand to see you!’

‘Woof!’

The porter wheeled up their luggage, and
soon it was in the pony-cart. George clicked to
the waiting pony, and it cantered off. The five
in the little cart all talked at once at the top
of their voices, Tim far more loudly than
anyone else, for his doggy voice was strong
and powerful.

‘I hope your mother isn’t il1?’ said Julian, who
was fond of his Aunt Fanny. She was gentle and
kind, and loved having them all.

‘I think it must be the heat,’ said George.

‘What about Uncle Quentin?’ asked Anne. ‘Is
he all right?’
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The three children did not vexy much like
George's father, because he could get into very
fierce tempers, and although he welcomed the three
cousins to his house, he did not really care for
children. So they always felt a little awkward with
him, and were glad when he was not there.

‘Father’s all right,” said George, cheer-
fully. ‘Only he’s worried about Mother. He
doesn’t seem to notice her much when she’s
well and cheerful, but he gets awfully upset
if anything goes wrong with her. So be a bit
careful of him at the moment. You know what
he’s like when he’s worried.’

The children did know. Uncle Quentin was best
avoided when things went wrong. But not even the
thought of a cross uncle could damp them today.
They were on holiday; they were going to Kirrin
Cottage; they were by the sea, and there was dear
old Timothy beside them, and fun of all kinds in
store for them.

‘Shall we go to Kirrin Island, George?’ asked
Anne. ‘Do let’sl We haven’t been there since last
summer. The weather was too bad in the winter
and Easter holidays. Now it’s gorgeous.’

‘Of course we'll go,” said George, her blue eyes
shining.‘Do you know what I thought? I thought it
would be marvellous to go and stay there for a
whole week by ourselves! We are older now, and
I’'m sure Mother would let us.’

‘Go and stay on your island for a week!’ cried
Anne. ‘Oh! That would be too good to be true.’

‘Our island,’ said George, happily. ‘Don’t you
remember I said I would divide it into four, and
we'd all share it? Well, I meant it, you know. It’s
ours, not mine.’
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‘What about Timothy?’ said Anne. ‘Oughtn’t
he to have a share as well? Can’t we make it five
bits, one for him too?’

‘He can share mine,’ said George. She drew the
pony to a stop, and the four children and the dog
gazed out across the blue bay. ‘There’s Kirrin Is-
land,’ said George. ‘Dear little island. I can hardly
wait to get to it now. I haven’t been able to go there:
yet, because my boat wasn’t mended.’

‘Then we can all go together,” said Dick. ‘I
wonder if the rabbits are just as tame as ever.’

‘Woof!’ said Timothy at once. He had only to
hear the word ‘rabbits’ to get excited.

‘It’s no good your thinking about the rabbits
on Kirrin,” said George. ‘You know I don’t allow
you to chase them, Tim.’

Timothy’s tail dropped and he looked mourn-
fully at George. It was the only thing on which he
and George did not agree. Tim was firmly con-
vinced that rabbits were meant for him to chase,
and George was just as firmly convinced that they
were not.

‘Get on!l’ said George to the pony, and jerked
the reins. The little creature trotted on towards
Kirrin Cottage, and very soon they were all oppo-
site the front gate.

A sour-faced woman came out from the back
door to help them down with their luggage. The
children did not know her.

‘Who’s she?’ they whispered to George.

‘The new cook,’ said George. ‘Joanna had to go
and look after her mother, who broke her leg. Then
Mother got this cook — Mrs Stick her name is.’

‘Good name for her,’ grinned Julian. ‘She looks
a real old stick! But all the same I hope she doesn’t
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stick here for long. I hope Joanna comes back. I
liked old fat Joanna, and she was nice to Timmy.’

‘Mrs Stick has a dog too,” said George. ‘A
dreadful animal, smaller than Tim, all sort of
mangy and moth-eaten. Tim can’t bear it.’

‘Where is it?’ asked Anne, looking round.

‘It’s kept in the kitchen, and Tim isn’t allowed
near it,” said George. ‘Good thing too, because I'm
sure he’d eat it! He can’t think what’s in the kit-
chen, and goes sniffing round the shut door till
Mrs Stick nearly goes mad.’

The others laughed. They had all climbed down
from the pony-cart now, and were ready to go in-
doors. Julian had helped Mrs Stick in with all the
bags. George took the pony-cart away, and the
other three went in to say how-do-you‘do to their
uncle and aunt.

‘Well, dears,” said Aunt Fanny, smiling at
them from the sofa where she was lying down.
‘How are you all? I'm sorry I could not come to
meet you. Uncle Quentin is out for a walk. You had
better go upstairs, and wash and change.Then come
down for tea.

The boys went up to their old bedroom, with its
queer slanting roof, and its window looking out
over the bay. Anne went to the little room she
shared with George. How good it was to be back
again at Kirrinl What fun they would have these
holidays with George and dear old Timmy!



CHAPTER TWO
The Stick family

It was lovely to wake up the next morning
at Kirrin Cottage and see the sun shining in
at the windows, and to hear the far-off plash-
plash-plash of the sea. It was gorgeous to leap
out of bed and rush to see how blue the sea
was, and how lovely Kirrin Island looked at
the entrance of the bay.

‘I’'m going for a bathe before breakfast,’ said
Julian, and snatched up his bathing trunks. ‘Com-
ing, Dick?’

‘You bet!’ said Dick. ‘Call the girls. We'll
all go.’

So down they went, the four of them, with Tim
galloping behind them, his tail wagging nineteen to
the dozen, and his long pink tongue hanging out of
his mouth. He went into the water with the others,
and swam all round them. They were all good
swimmers, but Julian and George were the best.

They put towels round themselves, rubbed their
bodies dry and pulled on jeans and jerseys. Then
back to breakfast they went, as hungry as hunters.
Anne noticed a boy in the back garden and stared
in surprise.

‘Who'’s that?’ she said.

‘Oh, that’s Edgar, Mrs Stick’s boy,” said
George. ‘I don't like him. He does silly things, like
putting out his tongue and calling rude names.’

Edgar appeared to be singing when the others
went in at the gate. Anne stopped to listen.
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‘Georgie-Porgie, pudding and piel’ sang Edgar,
a silly look on his face. He seemed about thirteen
or fourteen, a stupid, yet sly-looking youth. ‘Geor-
gie-porgie pudding and piel’

George went red. ‘He’s always singing that,’
she said, furiously. ‘Just because I'm called
‘‘George’’, I suppose. He thinks he’s clever. I can’t
bear him.’

Julian called out to Edgar. ‘You shut upl
You’re not funny, only jolly silly!’

‘Georgie-porgie,” began Edgar again, a silly
smile on his wide red face. Julian made a step to-
wards him, and he at once disappeared into the
house.

‘Shan’t stand much of him,’ said Julian, in a
decided voice. ‘I wonder you do, George. I wonder
you haven’t slapped his face, stamped on his foot,
bitten his ears off and done a few other things! You
used to be so fierce.’

‘Well — I am still, really,’ said George. ‘I feel
frightfully fierce down inside me when I hear
Edgar singing silly songs at me like that and call-
ing out names — but you see, Mother really hasn’t
been well, and I know jolly well if I go for Edgar,
Mrs Stick will leave, and poor old Mother would
have to do all the work, and she really isn’t fit to
at present. So I just hold myself in, and hope that
Timmy will do the same.”

‘Good for you, old thing!’ said Julian, admir-
ingly, for he knew how hard it was for George to
keep her temper at times.

‘I think I'll just go up to Mother’s room and
see if she’d like breakfast in bed,’ said George.

‘Hang on to old Timmy a moment, will you? If
Edgar appears again, he might go for him.’
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Julian hung on to Timmy’s collar. Timmy had
growled when Edfar had been in the garden, now
he stood stock still, his nose twitching as if he were
trying to trace some smell.

Suddenly a mangy-looking dog appeared out of
the kitchen door. It had a dirty white coat, out of
which patches seemed to have been bitten, and its
tail was well between its legs.

‘Wooooof!’ said Timmy, joyfully, and leapt at
the dog. He pulled Julian over, for he was a big
dog, and the boy let go his hold of the dog’s collar.
Timmy pounced excitedly on the other dog, who
gave a fearful whine and tried to go into the kit-
chen door again.

‘Timmy! Comme here, sirl’ yelled Julian. But
Timmy didn’t hear. He was busy trying to snap off
the other dog’s ears — or at least, that is what he
appeared to be doing. The other dog yelled for help,
and Mrs Stik appeared at the kitchen door, a sauce-
pan in her hand.

‘Call off that dog!’ she screeched. She hit out at
Timmy with the saucepan, but he dodged and it hit
her own dog instead, making it yelp all the more.

‘Don’t hit out with that!’ said Julian. ‘You’'ll
hurt the dogs. Hi, Timmy, Timmy!’

Edgar now appeared, looking very scared. He
picked up a stone and seemed to be watching his
chance to hurl it at Timmy. Anne shrieked.

‘You're not to throw that stone; you’re not tol
You bad wicked boy!’

In the middle of all this turmoil Uncle Quentin
appeared, looking angry and irritable.

‘Good heavens! What is all this going on? I
never heard such a row in my life.’

Then George appeared, flying out of the door
like the wind, to rescue her beloved Timothy. She
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rushed to the two dogs and tried to pull Timmy
away. Her father yelled at her.

‘Come away, you little idiot! Don’t you know
better than to separate two fighting dogs with your
bare hands? Where’s the garden hose?’

It was fixed to a tap nearby. Julian ran to it
and turned on the tap. He picked up the hose and
turned it on the two dogs. At once the jet of water
spurted out at them, and they leapt apart in sur-
prise. Julian saw Edgar standing near, and
couldn’t resist swinging the hose a little so that the
boy was soaked. He gave a scream and ran in at
once.’

‘What did you do that for?’ said Uncle Quen-
tin, annoyed. ‘George, tie Timothy up at once. Mrs
Stick, didn’t I tell you not to let your dog out of the
kitchen unless you had him on a lead? I won’t have
this kind of thing happening. Where’s the break-
fast? Late as usuall’

Mrs Stick disappeared into the kitchen, mutter-
ing and grumbling, taking her drench¢d dog with
her. George, looking sulky, tied Timothy up. He lay
down in his kennel, looking beseechingly at his
mistress.

‘T’ve told you not to take any notice of that
mangy-looking dog,’ said George, severely. ‘Now
you see what happens! You put Father into a bad
temper for the rest of the day, and Mrs Stick will
be so angry she won't make any cakes for teal’

Timmy gave a whine, and put his head down
on his paws. He licked a few hairs from the corner
of his mouth. It was sad to be tied up — but any-
how he had bitten a bit off the tip of one of that
dreadful dog’s ears!

They all went in to breakfast. ‘Sorry I let
Timmy go,’ said Julian to George. ‘But he nearly
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tore my arm off. I couldn’t possibly hold him! He’s
grown into an awfully powerful dog, hasn’t he?’

‘Yes,” said George, proudly. ‘He has. He could
eat Mrs Stick’s dog up in a mouthful if we’d let
him. And Edgar too.’

‘And Mrs Stick,” said Anne. ‘All of them. I
don’t like any of them.’

Breakfast was rather a subdued meal, as Aunt
Fanny was not there, but Uncle Quentin was —
and Uncle Quentin in a bad temper was not a very
cheerful person to have at the breakfast-table. He
snapped at George and glared at the others. Anne
almost wished they hadn’t come to. Kirrin Cottagel
But her spirits rose when she thought of the rest
of the day — they would take their dinner out, per-
haps, and have it on the beach — or maybe even go.
out to Kirrin Island. Uncle Quentin wouldn’t be
with them to spoil things.

Mrs Stick appeared to take away the porridge
plates and bring in the bacon. She banged the
plates down on the table.

‘No need to do that,’ said Uncle Quentin, irrit-
ably. Mrs Stick said nothing. She was scared of
Uncle Quentin, and no wonder! She put the next lot
of plates down quietly.

‘What are you going to do today?’ asked Uncle
Quentin, towards the end of breakfast. He was
feeling a little better by that time, and didn’t like
to see such subdued faces round him.-

‘We thought we might go out for a picnic,’ said
George, eagerly. ‘I asked Mother. She said we
might, if Mrs Stick will make us sandwiches.’

‘Well, I shouldn’t think she’ll try very hard,’
said Uncle Quentin, trying to make a little joke.
They all smiled politely. ‘But you can ask her.’
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There was a silence. Nobody liked the idea of
asking Mrs Stick for sandwiches.

‘I do wish she hadn’t brought Stinker,’ said
George, gloomily. ‘Everything would be easier of he
wasn’t here.’

‘Is that the name of her son?’ asked Uncle
Quentin, startled.

George grinned. ‘Oh no. Though it wouldn’t be
a bad name for him, because he hardly ever has a
bath, and he’s jolly smelly. It’s her dog I mean.
She calls him Tinker, but I call him Stinker, be-
cause he really does smell awful.’

‘T don’t think it’s a very nice name,’ said her
father, in the midst of the others’ giggles.

‘No, it isn’t,’” said George; ‘but then, he isn’'t a
very nice dog.’

In the end it was Aunt Fanny who saw Mrs
Stick and arranged about the sandwiches. Mrs
Stick went up to see Aunt Fanny, who was having
breakfast in bed, and agreed to make sandwiches,
though with a very bad grace.

‘I didn’t bargain for three more children to
come traipsing along,’ she said, sulkily.

‘I told you they were coming, Mrs Stick,’ said
Aunt Fanny, patiently. ‘I didn’t know I should be
feeling so ill myself when they came. If I had been
well I could have made their sandwiches and done
many more things. I can only ask you, to help as
much as you can till I feel better. I may be all right
tomorrow. Let the children have a good time for a
week or so, and then, if I still feel ill, I am sure
they will all turn to and help a bit. But let them
have a good time first.’

The children took their packets of sgndwiches
and set off. On the way they met Edgar, looking as
stupid and sly as usual. ‘Why don’t you let me
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come along with you?’ he said. ‘Let’s go to that is-
land. I know a lot about it, I do.’

‘No, you don’t,” said George, in a flash. ‘You
don’t know anything about it. And I'd never take
you. It's my island, see? Well, ours. It belongs to all
four of us and Timmy, too. We should never allow
you to go.’

“Tisn’t your island,’ said Edgar. ‘That’s a lie,
that is!’

‘You don’t know what you’re talking about,’
said George, scornfully. ‘Come on, you others! We
can’t waste time talking to Edgar.’

They left him, looking sulky and angry. As soon
as they were at a safe distance he lifted up his voice:

‘Georgile-porgie, pudding and pie,
She knows how to tell a lie,
Georgie-porgie, pudding and pie!’

Julian made as if he would go back after the
rude Edgar, but George pulled him on. ‘He’ll only go
and tell tales to his mother, and she’ll walk out and
there’ll be no one to help Mother,’ she said. ‘I’ll just
have to put up with it. We’ll try and think of some
way to get our own back, though. Nasty creaturel I
hate his pimply nose and screwed-up eyes.’

‘Woof!’ said Timmy, feelingly.

‘Timmy says he hates Stinker’s miserable tail
and silly little ears,’ explained George, and they all
laughed. That made them feel better. They were
soon out of hearing of Edgar’s silly song, and for-
got all about him.

‘Let’s go and see if your boat is ready,’ said
Julian. ‘Then maybe we could row out to the dear
old island.’



CHAPTER THREE
A nasty shock

George’s boat was almost ready, but not quite.
It was having a last coat of paint on it. It looked
very gay, for George had chosen a bright red paint,
and the oars were painted red too.

‘Oh, can’t we possibly have it this afternoon?’
said George to Jim the boatman.

He shook his head.

‘No, Master George,” he said, ‘not unless you
all want to be messed up with red paint. It’ll be dry
tomorrow, but not before.’

It always made the others smile to hear the
boatmen and fishermen call Georgina ‘Master
George.” The local people all knew how badly she
wanted to be a boy, and they knew, too, how
plucky and straightforward she was, so they
laughed to one another and said: ‘Well, they
reckoned she behaved like a boy, and if she wanted
to be called «Master Georges instead of «Miss
Georginas, she deserved itl’

So Georgina was Master George, and enjoyed
strutting about in her jeans and jersey on the
beach, using her boat as well as any fisher-boy, and
swimming faster than them all.

‘We’ll go to the island tomorrow then,’ said
Julian. ‘We’ll just picnic on the beach today. Then
we’ll go for a walk.’

So they picnicked on the sands with Timothy
sharing more than half their lunch. The sand-
wiches were not very nice. The bread was too stale;
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there was not enough butter inside, and they were
far too thick. But Timothy didn’t mind. He gobbled
up as many as he could, his tail wagging so hard
that it sent sand over everyone.

‘Timothy, do take your tail out of the sand if
you want to wag it,” said Julian, getting sand all
over his hair for the fourth time. Timmy wagged
his tail hard again, and sent another shower over
him. Everyone laughed.

‘Let’s go for a walk now,’ said Dick, jumping
up. ‘My legs could do with some good exercise.
Where shall we go?’

‘We’ll walk along the cliff-top, where we can
see the island all the time, shall we?’ said Anne.
‘George, is the old wreck still there?’

George nodded. The children had once had a
most exciting time with an old wreck that had lain
at the bottom of the sea. A great storm had lifted it
up and set it firmly on the rocks. They had been
able to explore the wreck then, and had found a
map of the castle in it, with instructions as to
where hidden treasure was to be found.

‘Do you remember how we found that old map
in the wreck, and how we looked for the ingots of
gold and found them?’ said Julian, his eyes gleam-
ing as he remembered it all. ‘Isn’t the wreck bat-
tered to pieces yet, George?’

‘No,’ said George. ‘I don’t think so. It’s on the
rocks on the other side of the island, you remem-
ber, so we can’t see it from here. But we might
have a look at it when we go on the island tomor-
row.’

‘Yes, let’s,” said Anne. ‘Poor old wreck! I guess
it won’t last many winters now.’

They walked along the cliff-top with Timothy
capering ahead of them. They could see the island
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easily and the ruined castle rising up from the
middle.

‘There’s the jackdaw tower, said Anne, looking.
‘The other tower’s fallen down hasn’t it? Look at
the jackdaws circling round and round the tower,
Georgel’ )

‘Yes. They build in it every year,” said
George.‘Don’t you remember the masses of sticks
round about the tower that the jackdaws dropped
when they built their nests? We picked some up
and made a fire withthem once.’

‘I"d like to do that again,’ said Anne. ‘I would
really. Let’s do it each night if we stay a week on
the island. George, did you ask your mother?’

‘Oh yes,’ said George. ‘ She said she thought we
might, but she would see.’

‘I don’t like it when grown-ups say they’ll see,’
said Anne. ‘It so often means they won’t let you do
something after all, but they don’t like to tell you
at the time.’
© Well, I expect she will let us,” said George.
‘After all, we're much older than last year. Why,
Julian is in his teens already, and I soon shall be
and so will Dick. Only Anne is small.’

‘I'm not,” said Anne, indignantly. ‘I'm as
strong as you are. I can’t help being younger.’

‘Hush, hush, baby!’ said Julian, patting his little
sister on the back and laughing at her furious face.
‘Hallo - look! What’s that over there on the island?’

He had caught sight of something as he was
teasing Anne. Everyone swung round and gazed at
Kirrin. George gave an exclamation.

‘Golly - a spire of smokel Surely it’s smoke!
Someone’s on my island.”

*‘On our island,” corrected Dick. ‘It can’t bel
That smoke must come from a steamer out beyond
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the island.We can’t see it, that’s all. But I bet the
smoke comes from a steamer. We know no one can
get to the island but us.They don’t know the way.’

‘If anyone’s on my island,’ began George, look-
ing very fierce and angry, ‘if anyone’s on my is-
land, I'll - I'l1 - I'1L...°

‘You'll explode and go up in smoke!’ said Dick.
‘There - it’s gone now. I'm sure it was only a
steamer letting off steam or smoking hard, what-
ever they do.’

They watched Kirrin Island for some time after
that, but they could see no more smoke. ‘If only
my boat was ready!’ said George, restlessly. ‘I'd go
over this afternoon. I've a good mind to go and get
my boat, even if the paint is wet.’

‘Don’t be an idiot!’ said Julian. ‘You know what
an awful row we’'d get into if we go home with all
our things bright red. Have a bit of sense, George.’

George gave up the idea. She watched for a
steamer to appear at one side of the island or an-
other, to come into the bay, but none came.

‘Probably anchored out there,’ said Dick. ‘Come
on! Are we going to stand rooted to this spot for the
rest of the day?’

‘We'd better get back home,’ said Julian, look-
ing at his wrist-watch. ‘It’s almost tea-time. I hope
your mother is up, George.‘It’s much nicer when
she’s at meals.’

‘Oh, I expect she will be,” said George. ‘Come
on, then let’s go back!’

They turned to go back. They watched Kirrin
Island as they walked, but all they could see was
jackdaws or gulls in the sky above it. No more
spires of smoke appeared. It must have been a
steamer!
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‘All the same, I'm going over tomorrow to have
a look,’ said George, firmly. ‘If any trippers are vi-
siting my island I'll turn them off.’

‘Our island,’ said Dick. ‘George, I wish you’d
remember you said you’d share it with us.’

‘Well — I did share it out with you,’ said
George, ‘but I can’t help feeling it’s still my island.
Come on! I'm getting hungry.’

They came back at last to Kirrin Cottage. They
went into the hall, and then into the sitting-room.
To their great surprise Edgar was there, reading
one of Julian’s books.

‘What are you doing here?’ said Julian. ‘And
who told you you could borrow my book?’

‘’'m not doing any harm,’ said Edgar. ‘If I
want to have a quiet read, why shouldn’t 1?’

‘You wait till my Father comes in and finds
you lolling about here,’ said George. ‘My goodness,
if you’d gone into his study, you’d have been
sorry.’

‘I’ve been in there,” said Edgar, surprisingly.
‘I’ve seen those funny instruments he’s working
with.’

‘How dare you!l’ said George, going white
with rage. ‘Why, even we are not allowed to
go into my Father’s study. As for touching his
things — welll’

Julian eyed Edgar curiously. He could not im-
agine why the boy should suddenly be so insolent.

‘Where’s your father, George?’ he said. ‘I
think we had better get him to deal with Edgar. He
must be mad.’

‘Call him if you like,” said Edgar, still lolling
in the chair, and flicking over the pages of Julian’s
book in a most irritating way. ‘He won’t come.’
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‘What do you mean?’ said George, feeling sud-
denly scared. ‘Where’s my mother?’

‘Call her too, if you like,’ said the boy, looking
sly. ‘Go on! Call her.

The children suddenly felt afraid. What did
Edgar mean? George flew upstairs to her mother’s
room, shouting loudly.

‘Mother! Mother! Where are you?’

But her mother’s bed was empty. It had not
been made — but it was empty. George flew into all
the other bedrooms, shouting desperately: ‘Mothert!
Mother! Fatherl Where are you?’

But there was no answer. George ran down-
;tairs. her face very white. Edgar grinned up at

er.

‘What did I tell you?’ he said. ‘I said you could
call all you liked, but they wouldn’t come.’

‘Where are they?’ demanded George. ‘Tell me at
once!’

‘Find out yourself,’ said Edgar.

There was a resounding slap, and Edgar
leapt to his feet, holding his left cheek with
his hand. George had flown at him and dealt
him the hardest smack she could. Edgar lifted
his hand to slap her back, but Julian stood in
front.

‘You’re not fighting George,’ he said. ‘She’s a
girl. If you want a fight, I'll take you on.’

‘I won’t be a girl; I’'m a boy!’ shouted George,
trying to push Julian away. ‘I'll fight Edgar, and
I'll beat him, you see if I don’t.’

But Julian kept her off. Edgar began to edge
towards the doorway, but he found Dick there.

‘One minute,’ said Dick. ‘Before you go —
where are our uncle and aunt?’
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‘Gr-r-r-r-r-r-r,’ suddenly said Timothy, in such
a threatening voice that Edgar stared at him in
fright. The dog had bared his great teeth, and had
put up the hackles on his neck. He looked very
frightening.

‘Hold that dogl’ said Edgar, his voice
trembling. ‘He looks as if he’s going to spring
at me.’

Julian put his hand on Tim’s collar. ‘Quiet,
Tim!’ he said. ‘Now, Edgar, tell us what we want to
know, and tell us quickly, or you’ll be sorry.’

‘Well, there isn’t much to tell,” said Edgar,
keeping his eye on Timothy. He shot a look at
George and went on. ‘Your mother was suddenly
taken very ill — with a terrible pain here — and
they got the doctor and they’ve taken her away to
hospital, and your father went with her. That’s
alli’

George sat down on the sofa, looking paler still
and rather sick.

‘Oh!l’ she said. ‘Poor Mother! I wish I hadn’t
gone out today. Oh dear — how can we find out
what’s happened?’

Edgar had slipped out of the room, shutting
the door behind him so that Timmy should not fol-
low. The kitchen door was slammed, too. The child-
ren stared at one another, feeling sorry and dis-
mayed. Poor Georgel Poor Aunt Fanny!

‘There must be a note somewhere,’ said Julian,
and looked round the room. He saw a letter stuck
into the rim of the big mirror there, addressed to
George. He gave it to her. It was from George's
father.

‘Read it, quickly,’ said Anne. ‘Oh dear — this
is really a horrid beginning to our holidays here!
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CHAPTER FOUR
A few little upsets

George read the letter out loud. It was not very
long, and had evidently been written in a great
hurry.

Dear George,

. Your mother has been taken very ill. I am
going with her to the hospital. I shall not leave her
till she is getting better. That may be in a few days’
time, or in a week’s time. I will telephone to you
each day at nine o’clock in the morning to tell you
how she is. Mrs Stick will look after you all. Try to
manage all right till I come back.’

Your loving
Father

‘Oh dear!’ said Anne, knowing how dread-
ful George must feel. George loved her mother
dearly, and for once in a way the girl had
tears in her eyes. George never cried — but it
was terrible to come home and find her mother
gone like this. And Father too! No one there
but Mrs Stick and Edgar.

‘I can’t bear Mother going like this,” sobbed
George, suddenly, and buried her head in a
cushion. ‘She — she might never come back.’

‘Don’t be silly, George,” said Julian, sitting
down and putting his arm round her. ‘Of course
she will. Why shouldn’t she? Didn’t your father
say he was staying with her till she was getting
better — and that would be probably in a few days’
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time, Cheer up, George! It isn’t like you to give way
like this.’

‘But I didn’t say good-bye,’ sobbed poor George.
‘And I made her ask Mrs Stick for the sandwiches,
instead of me. I want to go and find Mother and
see how she is myself.’

‘You don’t know where they’ve taken her, and
if you did, they wouldn’t let you in,’ said Dick,
gently. ‘Let’s have some tea. We shall all feel bet-
ter after that.’ ,

‘I couldn’t eat any-thing,’ said George, fiercely.
Timothy pushed his nose into her hands, and tried
to lick them. They were under her buried face. The
dog whined a little.

‘Poor Timmy! He can’t understand,’ said Anne.
‘He’s awfully upset because you are unhappy,
George.’

That made George sit up. She rubbed her hands
over her eyes, and let Timmy lick the wet tears off
them. He looked surprised at the salty taste. He
tried to get on to George’s knee.

‘Silly Timmy!’ said George, in a more ordinary
voice. ‘Don’t be upset. I just got a shock, that’s alll
I'm better now, Timmy. Don’t whine like that,
silly! I'm all right. I'm not hurt.’

But Timothy felt certain George was really
hurt or injured in some way to cry like that, and
he kept whining, and pawing at George, and trying
to get on to her knee.

Julian opened the door. ‘I'm going to tell Mrs
Stick we want our tea,’ he said, and went out. The
others thought he was rather brave to face Mrs
Stick.

Julian went to the kitchen door and opened it.
Edgar was sitting there, one side of his face scar-
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let, where George had slapped it. Mrs Stick was
there, looking grim.

‘If that girl slaps my Edgar again I'll be after
her,’ she said, threateningly.

‘Edgar deserved what he got,’ said Julian, ‘Can
we have some tea, please?’

‘I’ve a good mind to get you none,’ said Mrs
Stick. Her dog started up from its corner and
growled at Julian. ‘That’s right, Tinker! You growl
at folks that slap Edgar,’ said Mrs Stick.

Julian was not in the least afraid of Tinker. ‘If
you are not going to get us any tea, I'll get it my-
self,’” said the boy. ‘Where is the bread, and where
are the cakes?’

Mrs Stick stared at Julian, and the boy
looked back at her steadfastly. He thought she
was a most unpleasant woman, and he cer-
tainly was not going to allow her to get the
better of him. He wished he could tell her to
go — but he had a feeling that she wouldn’t,.
so it would be a waste of his breath.

Mrs Stick dropped her eyes first. ‘I'll get your
tea,’ she said, ‘but if I’ve any nonsense from you
I'll get you no other meals.’

‘And if I have any nonsense from you I shall
go to the police,” said Julian, unexpectedly. He
hadn’t meant to say that. It came out quite sud-
denly, but it had a surprising effect on Mrs Stick.
She looked startled and alarmed.

‘Now, there’s no call to be nasty,’ she said in a
much more polite voice. ‘We’ve all had a bit of a
shock, and we’re upset, like — I'll get you your tea
right now.’

Julian went out. He wondered why his sudden
threat of going to the police had made Mrs Stick so
much more polite. Perhaps she was afraid the
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police would get on to his Uncle Quentin and he
would come tearing back. Uncle Quentin wouldn’t
care for a hundred Mrs Sticks! .

He went back to the others. ‘Tea’s coming,’ he
said. ‘So cheer up, everyone!’

It wasn’t a very cheerful company that sat
down to the tea Mrs Stick brought in. George was
now feeling ashamed of her tears. Anne was still
upset. Dick tried to make a few silly jokes to cheer
everyone up, but they fell so flat that he soon gave
it up. Julian was grave and helpful, suddenly very
grown-up.

Timothy sat close beside George, his head on
her knee. ‘I do wish I'had a dog who loved me like
that,” thought Anne. Timmy kept gazing up at
George out of big brown devoted eyes. He had no
eyes or ears for anyone but his little mistress now
she was sad.

Nobody noticed what they had for tea, but all
the same it did them good, and they felt better
after it. They didn’t like to go out to the beach
afterwards in case the telephone bell rang, and
there was news of George’s mother. So they sat
about in the garden, keeping an ear open for the
telephone.

From the kitchen came a song.

‘Georgie-porgie, pudding and pie,
Sat herself down and had a good cry,
Georgie-porgie...

Julian got up. He went to the kitchen window
and looked in. Edgar was there alone.

‘Come on out here, Edgar!’ said Julian, in a
grim voice. ‘I'll teach you to sing another song.
Come along!’
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Edgar didn’t stir. ‘Can’t I sing if I want to?’ he
said.
‘Oh yes,’ said Julian, ‘but not that song. I'll
teach you another. Come along out!’

‘No fear,’ said Edgar. ‘You want to fight me.’

‘Yes, I do,’ said Julian. ‘I think a little bit of
good honest fighting would be better for you than
sitting singing nasty little songs about a girl who
is miserable. Are you coming out? Or shall I come
in and fetch you?’

‘Mal’ called Edgar, suddenly feeling panicky.
‘Mal Where are you?’

Julian suddenly reached a long arm in at the
window, caught hold of Edgar’s over-long nose,
and pulled it so hard that Edgar yelled in pain.

4 ‘Led gol Led go! You’re hurding me! Led go by
osel’

Mrs Stick came hurrying into the kitchen. She
gave a scream when she saw what Julian was
doing. She flew at him. Julian withdrew his arm,
and stood outside the window.

‘How dare you!’ yelled Mrs Stick. ‘First that
girl slaps Edgar, and then you pull his nosel
What’s the matter with you all?’

‘Nothing,’ said Julian, pleasantly; ‘but there’s
an awful lot wrong with Edgar, Mrs Stick. We feel
we just must put it right. It should be your job, of
course, but you don’t seem to have done it.’

‘You’re downright insolent,” said Mrs Stick,
outraged and furious.

‘Yes, I dare say I am,’ said Julian. ‘It’s just
the effect Edgar has on me. Stinker has the same
effect.’

‘Stinker!’ cried Mrs Stick, getting angrier still.
‘That’s not my dog’s name, and well you know it.’
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‘Well, it really ought to be,’ said Julian, stroll-
ing off. ‘Give him a bath, and maybe we’ll call him
Tinker instead.’

Leaving Mrs Stick muttering in fury, he went
back to the others. They stared at him curiously.
He somehow seemed a different Julian — a grim
and determined Julian, a very grown-up Julian, a
rather frightening Julian.

‘I’'m afraid the fat’s in the fire now,’ said
Julian, sitting down on the grass. ‘I pulled old
Edgar’s nose nearly off his fat face, and Ma saw
me doing it. I guess it’s open warfare now! We
shan’t have a very merry time from now on. I
doubt if we'll get any meals.’

‘We'll get them ourselves then,’ said George. ‘I
hate Mrs Stick. I wish Joanna would come back. I
hate that horrid Edgar too, and that awful Stin-
ker.’

‘Look — there is Stinker!’ suddenly said
Dick, putting out his hand to catch Timothy,
who had risen with a growl. But Timmy shook
off his hand and leapt across the grass at
once. Stinker gave a woeful howl and tried to
escape. But Timothy had him by the neck and
was shaking him like a rat.

Mrs Stick appeared with a stick and lashed out,
not seeming to mind which dog she hit. Julian
rushed for the hose again. Edgar skipped indoors
at once, remembering what had happened to him
before.

The water gushed out, and Timothy gave a
gasp and let go the howling mongrel he held in his
teeth. Stinker at once hurled himself on Mrs Stick.
and tried to hide in her skirts, trembling with ter-
ror.
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‘T’ll poison that dog of yours!’ said Mrs Stick,
furiously, to George. ‘Always setting on to mine.
You look out or I’'ll poison him.’

She disappeared indoors, and the four children
went and sat down again. George looked really
alarmed. ‘Do you suppose she really might try to
poison Timmy?’ she asked Julian, in a scared
voice.

‘She’s a nasty bit of work,’ said Julian, in a
low tone. ‘I think it would be just as well to keep
old Timmy close by us, day and night, and only to
feed him ourselves, form our own plates.’

George pulled Timothy to her, horrified at the
thought that anyone might want to poison him.
But Mrs Stick really was awful — she might do
anything like that, George thought. How she
wished her father and mother were back! It was
horrid to be on their own, like this.

The telephone bell suddenly shrilled out and
made everyone jump. They all leapt to their feet,
and Timmy growled. George flew indoors and lifted
the receiver. She heard her father’s voice, and her
heart began to beat fast.

‘Is that you, George?’ said her father. ‘Are you
a}lll right? I hadn’t time to stay and tell you every-
thing.’

‘Father — what about Mother? Tell me
quick — how is she?’ said George.

‘We shan’t know till the day after next,’ said
her father. ‘I’ll telephone tomorrow morning and
then the next morning too. I shan’t come back till I
know she’s better.’

‘Oh Father — it’s awful without you and
Mother,’ said poor George. ‘Mrs Stick is so horrid.’

‘Now, George,’ said her father, rather impa-
tiently, ‘surely you children can see to yourselves
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and make do with Mrs Stick till I get back! Don’t
worry me about such things now. I've enough
worry as it is.’

‘When will you be back, do you think?’ said
George. ‘Can I come and see Mother?’

‘No,’ said her father. ‘Not for at least two
weeks, they say. I'll be back as soon as I can. But
I’'m not going to leave your Mother now: She needs
me. Good-bye and be good, all of you.’

George put back the receiver. She turned to face
the others. ‘Shan’t know about Mother till the day
after next,’ she said. ‘And we’ve got to put up with
Mrs Stick till Father comes back — and goodness
knows when that will bel It’s awful, isn’t it?’



CHAPTER FIVE
In the middle of the night

Mrs Stick was in such a bad temper that eve-
ning that there was no supper at all. Julian went
to ask about some, but he found the kitchen door
locked. '

He went back to the others with a gloomy face,
for they were all hungry. ‘She’s locked the door,’
he said. ‘She really is a dreadful creature. I don’t
believe we’ll get any supper tonight.’

‘We’ll have to wait till she goes to bed,’ said
George. ‘We’ll go down and hunt in the larder then
and see what we can find.’

They went to bed hungry. Julian listened for
Mrs Stick and Edgar to go to bed, too. When he
heard them going upstairs, and was sure their
doors had shut, he slipped down into the kitchen.
It was dark there, and Julian was just about to put
on the light when he heard the sound of someone
breathing heavily. He wondered who it could be.
Was it Stinker? No — it couldn’t be the dog. It
sounded like a human being.

Julian stood there, his hand over the light
switch, puzzled and a little scared. It couldn’t be a
burglar, because burglars don’t go to sleep in the
house they have come to rob. It couldn’t be Mrs
Stick or Edgar. Then who was it?

He snapped on the light. The kitchen was
flooded with radiance, and Julian’s eyes fastened
on the figure of a small man lying on the sofa. He
was fast asleep, his mouth wide open.
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He was not a very pleasant sight. He had
not shaved for some days, and his cheeks and
chin were bluish-black. He didn’t seem to have
washed for even longer than that, for his
hands were black, and so were his finger-nails.
He had untidy hair and a nose exactly like
Edgar’s.

‘Must be dear Edgar’s father,” thought Julian
to himself. ‘What a sight! Well, poor Edgar hadn’t
much chance to be decent with a father and mother
like his.’

The man snored. Julian wondered what to do.
He badly wanted to go to the larder, but on the
other hand he didn’t particularly want to wake up
the man and have a row. He didn’t see how he
could turn him out — for all he knew his aunt and
uncle might have agreed to Mrs Stick’s husband
coming there now and again, though he hardly
thought so.

Julian was very hungry. The thought of the
good things in the larder made him snap off the
light again and creep towards the larder door in the
dark. He opened the door. He felt along the
shelves. Good! — that felt like a pie of some sort.
He lifted it up and sniffed. It smelt of meat. A
meat-pie — good!

He felt along the shelf again and came to a
plate on which were what he thought must be jam-
tarts, for they were round and flat, and had some-
thing sticky in the middle. Well, a meat-pie and
jam-tarts ought to be all right for four hungry
children!

Julian picked up the meat-pie and the dish of
tarts, and made his way carefully out of the larder.
He pushed the door to with his foot. Then he
turned to go out of the room.
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But in the dark he went the wrong way, and by
bad luck walked straight into the sofal The dish of
tarts got a sudden jerk and one of them fell off. It
landed on the open mouth of the sleeping man, and
woke him up with a start.

‘Blow!’ said Julian to himself, and began to
back away quietly, hoping that the man would turn
over and go to sleep again. But the sticky jam-tart
sliding down his chin had startled the man, and he
sat up with a jerk.

‘Who’s there? That you, Edgar? What you
doing down here?’

Julian said nothing but sidled towards what he
hoped was the door. The man leapt up and lurched
over to where he thought the light switch was. he
found it and switched it on. He stared in the grea-
test astonishment at Julian.

‘What are you doing here?’ he demanded.

‘Just what I was about to ask you,’ said Julian,
coolly. ‘What do you think you’re doing here, sleep-
ing in my uncle’s kitchen?’

‘I’ve a right to be here,” said the man, in a
rude voice. ‘My wife’s cook here, isn’t she? My
ship’s in and I'm on leave. Your yncle arranged
with my wife I could come here then, see?’

Julian had feared as much. How awful to have
a Mr Stick as well as a Mrs and Master Stick in the
house! It would be quite unbearable.

‘I can ask my uncle about it when he tele-
phones in the morning,’ said Julian. ‘Now get out
of my way, please. I want to go upstairs.’

‘Ho!’ said Mr Stick, eyeing the meat-pie and
jam-tarts that Julian was carrying. ‘Hol Stealing
out of the larder, I seel Nice goings-on I must say.’

Julian was not going to argue with Mr Stick,
who evidently felt that he was top-dog. ‘Get out of
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my way,’ he said. ‘I will talk to you in the morning
after my uncle has telephoned.’

Mr Stick didn’t seem as if he was going to get
out of the way at all. He stood there, a nasty little
man, not much taller than Julian, a sarcastic smile
on his unshaven face.

Julian pursed up his lips and whistled. There
came a bump on the floor above. That was Timothy
jumping off George’s bed! Then there came the pat-
tering of feet down the stairs and up the kitchen
passage. Timmy was coming!

He smelt Mr Stick in the doorway, put up his
hackles, bared his teeth and growled. Mr Stick
hastily removed himself from the doorway and
then neatly banged the door in the dog’s face. He
grinned at Julian.

‘Now what are you going to do?’ he said.

‘Shall I tell you?’ said Julian, his temper sud-
denly rising. ‘I’'m going to hurl this nice juicy
meat-pie straight into your grinning facel’

He raised his arm, and Mr Stock ducked.

‘Now don’t you do that,’ he said. ‘I’m only pull-
ing your leg, see? Don’t you waste that nice meat-
pie. You can go upstairs if you want to.’

He moved away to the sofa. Julian opened the
door and Timothy bounded in growling. Mr Stick
eyed him uncomfortably.

‘Don’t you let that nasty great dog come near
me,’ he said. ‘I don’t like dogs.’

‘Then I wonder you don’t get rid of Stinker,’
said Julian. ‘Come here, Timmy! Leave him alone.
He’s not worth growling at.’

Julian went upstairs with Timothy close at his
heels. The others crowded round him, wondering
what had happened, for they had heard the voices
downstairs. They laughed when Julian told them
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how he had nearly thrown the meat-pie at Mr
Stick.

‘It would have served him right,” said Anne,
‘though it would have been a great pity, because we
shouldn’t have been able to eat it. Well, Mrs Stick
may be simply horrible, but she can cook. This pie
is gorgeous.’

The children finished all the pie and the tarts,
too. Julian told them all about Mr Stick coming on
leave from his ship.

‘Three Sticks are a lot too much,’ said Dick
thought-fully. ‘Pity we can’'t get rid of them all
and manage for ourselves. George, can’t you poss-
ibly persuade your father tomorrow to let us get rid
of the Sticks and look after ourselves?’

‘T’'ll try,’ said George. ‘But you know what he
is — awfully difficult to argue with. But I'll try.
Golly, I'm sleepy now. Come on, Timmy, let’s get
to bed! Lie on my feet. I'm hardly going to let you
out lof sight now, in case those awful Sticks poison
you ’ .

Soon the four children, now no longer hungry,
were sleeping peacefully. They did not fear the
Sticks coming up to their rooms, for they knew
that Timmy would wake and warn them at once.
Timmy was the best guard they could have.

In the morning Mrs Stick actually produced
some sort of breakfast, which surprised the child-
ren very much. ‘Guess she knows your father will
telephone, George,’ said Julian, ‘and she wants to
keep herself in the right. When did he say he
would’ phone? Nine o’clock, wasn’t it? Well, it’s
half-past eight now. Let’s go for a quick run down
to the beach and back.’

So off they went, the five of them, ignoring
Edgar, who stood in the back garden ready to make
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some of his silly faces at them. The children
couldn’t help thinking he must be a bit mad. He
didn’t behave at all like a boy of Julian’s age.

When they came back it was about ten minutes
to nine. ‘We’ll sit in the sitting-room till the tele-
phone rings,” said Julian. ‘We don’t want Mrs
Stick to answer it first.’

But to their great dismay, as they reached the
house, they heard Mrs Stick using the telephone in
the halll

‘Yes, sir,” they heard her say, ‘everything is
quite all right. I can manage the children, sir, even
if they do make things a bit difficult. Yes, sir. Of
course, sir. Well, sir, it’s lucky my husband is
home on leave from his ship, sir, because he can
help me round, like, and it makes things easier.
Don’t you worry about nothing, sir, and don’t you
bother to come back till you’re ready. I'll manage
everything.’

George flew into the hall like a wild thing, and
snatched the receiver out of Mrs Stick’s hand.

‘Father! It’s me, Georgel How’s Mother? Tell
me quick!’

‘No worse, George,” said her father’s voice.
‘But we shan’t know anything definite till tomor-
row morning. I’'m glad to hear from Mrs Stick that
everything is all right. I’'m very upset and worried,
and I'm glad to feel I can tell your Mother that you
are all right, and everything is going smoothly at
Kirrin Cottage.’

‘But it isn’t,” said George, wildly. ‘It isn’t. It’s
all horrid. Can’t the Sticks go and let us manage
things by ourselves?’

‘Good gracious me, of course not,” said her
father’s voice, surprised and annoyed. ‘What can
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you be thinking of? I did hope, George, that you
would be sensible and helpful. I must say...’

‘You talk to him, Julian,’ said George, helpless-
ly, and thrust the receiver into Julian’s hand. The

. boy put it to his ear and spoke into the telephone in
his clear voice.

‘Good morning, sir. This is Julian! I'm glad my
aunt is no worse.’

‘Well, she will be if she thinks things are going
wrong at Kirrin Cottage,’ said uncle Quentin, in an
exasperated voice. ‘Can’t you manage George and
make her see reason? Good gracious, can’t she put
up with the Sticks for a week or two? I tell you
frankly, Julian, I am not going to sack the Sticks in
my absence — I want the house ready for me to
bring back your aunt. If you can’t put up with them,
you had better find out from your own parents if
they can take you back for the rest of the holidays.
But George is not to go with you. She is to stay at
Kirrin Cottage. That’s my last word on the subject.’

‘But, sir,’ began Julian, wondering how in the
world he could deal properly with his hot-tempered
uncle, ‘I must tell you that...’

There was a click at the other end of the
'phone. Uncle Quentin had put down his receiver
and gone. There was no more to be said. Blowl
Julian pursed up his mouth and looked round at
the others, frowning.

‘He’s gonel’ he said. ‘Cut me off just as I was
trying to reason with him.’

‘Serves you right! said Mrs Stick’s harsh voice
from the end of the hall. ‘Now you know where
you stand. I'm here and I'm staying here, on your
uncle’s orders. And you're all going to behave
yourselves, or it’ll be the worse for you.’



CHAPTER SIX
Julian defeats the Sticks

There was a slam. The kitchen door shut, and
Mrs Stick could be heard telling the news trium-
phantly to Edgar and Mr Stick. The children went
into the sitting-room, sat down and stared at one
another gloomily.

‘Father’s awfull’ said George, furiously. ‘He
never will listen to anything.’

‘Well, after all, he is very upset,’ said
Dick, reasonably. ‘It was a great pity that he
rang before nine, so that Mrs Stick got her
say in first.’

‘What did Father say to you?’ said George.
‘Tell us exactly.’

‘He said that if we couldn’t put up with the
Sticks, Anne and Dick and I were to go back to our
gwn parents,’ said Julian. ‘But you were to stay

ere.’

George stared at Julian. ‘Well,” she said at
last, ‘you can’t put up with the Sticks, so you’d
better all go back. I can look after myself.’

‘Don’t be an idiot!’ said Julian, giving her arm
a friendly shake, ‘You know we wouldn’t desert
you. I can’t say I look forward to the idea of being
under the thumb of the amiable Sticks for a week
or two, but there are worse things than that. We’ll
«sticks it together.’

But the feeble little joke didn’t raise a smile,
even from Anne. The idea of being under the
Sticks’ three thumbs was a most unpleasant pros-
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pect. Timothy put his head on George’s knee. She
patted him and looked round.

‘You go back home,’ she said to the others.
‘I’ve got a plan of my own, and you’re not in it.
I’ve got Timmy, and he’ll look after me. Telephone
to your parents and go home tomorrow.’

George stared round defiantly. Her head was
up, and there was no doubt but that she had made
a plan of some sort.

Julian felt uneasy.

‘Don’t be silly,” he said. ‘I tell you we all stand
together in this. If you’ve got a plan, we’ll come
into it. But we're staying here with you, whatever
happens.’

‘Stay if you like,” said George, ‘but my plan
goes on, and you'll find you’ll have to go home in
the end. Come on, Timothy! Let’s go to Jim and see
if my boat is ready.’

‘We’ll go with you,’ said Dick. He was sorry
for George. He could see below her defiance, and he
knew she was very unhappy, worried about her
mother, angry with her father, and upset because
she felt the others were staying on because of her,
when they could go back home and have a lovely
time.

It was not a happy day. George was very stand-
offish, and kept on insisting that the others should
go back home and leave her. She grew quite angry
when they were as insistent that they would not.

‘You're spoiling my plan,’” she said at last.
‘You might go back, you really might. I tell you,
you’re spoiling my plan completely.’

‘Well, what is your plan?’ said Julian impa-
tiently. ‘I can’t help feeling you’re just pretending
you’ve got a plan, so that we’ll go.’
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‘I'm not pretending,’ said George, losing her
temper. ‘Do I ever pretend? You know I don’t! If I
say I've got a plan, I have got a plan. But I'm not
giving it away, so it’s no good asking me. It’s my
own secret, private plan.’

‘Well, I really do think you might tell us,’ said
Dick, quite hurt. °‘After all, we’re your best
friends, aren’t we? And we're going to stick by
you, plan or no plan — yes, even if we spoil your
plan, as you say, we shall still stay here with you.’

‘I shan’t let you spoil my plan,’ said George,
her eyes flashing. ‘You’re mean. You’re against
me, just like the Sticks are.’

‘Oh, George, don’t,” said Anne, almost in tears.
‘Don’t let’s quarrel. It’s bad enough quarrelling
with those awful Sticks, without us quarrelling
too.’

George’s temper died down as quickly as it had
risen. She looked ashamed.

‘Sorry!’ she said. ‘I’'m an idiot. I won’t quarrel.
But I do mean what I say. I shall go on with my
plan, and I shan’t tell you what it is, because if I
do, it will spoil the holidays for you. Please believe
me.’

‘Let’s take our dinner out with us again,’ said
Julian, getting up. ‘We’ll all feel better away from
this house today. I'll go and tackle the old Stick.’

‘Dear old Ju, isn’t he brave!l’ said Anne, who
would rather have died than go and face Mrs Stick
at that moment.

Mrs Stick proved very difficult. She felt rather
victorious at the time, and was also very annoyed
to find that her beautiful meat-pie and jam-tarts
had disappeared. Mr Stick was in the middle of tell-
ing her where they had gone when Julian ap-
peared.

243



‘How you can expect sandwiches for a picnic
when you’ve stolen my meat-pie and jam-tarts, I
don’t know!’ she began, indignantly. ‘You can have
dry bread and jam for your picnic, and that’s all.
And what’s more, I wouldn't give you that either
except that I'm glad to be rid of you.’

‘Good riddance to bad rubbish,” murmured
Edgar to himself. He was lying sprawled on the
sofa, reading some kind of highly-coloured comic
paper. '

‘If you’ve anything to say to me, Edgar, come
outside and say it,’said Julian, dangerously.

‘You leave Edgar alone,’ said Mrs Stick, at
once.
‘There’s nothing I should like better,” said
Julian, scornfully. ‘Who wants to be with him?
Cowardly little spotty-facel’

‘Now, now, look ’erel’ began Mr Stick, from his
corner.

‘I don’t want to look at you,’ said Julian at
once.
‘Now look ’ere,’ said Mr Stick, angrily, stand-
ing up. )

‘I've told you I don’t want to,” said Julian.
‘You’re not a pleasant sight.’

‘Insolence!’ said Mrs Stick, rapidly losing her
temper.

‘No, not insolence — just the plain truth,’ said
Julian, airily. Mrs Stick glared at him. Julian de-
feated her. He had such a ready tongue, and he
said everything so politely. The ruder his words
were, the more politely he spoke. Mrs Stick didn’t"
understand people like Julian. She felt that they
were too clever for her. She hated the boy, and
banged a saucepan viciously down on the sink,
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wishing that it was Julian’s head under the sauce-
pan instead of the sink.

Stinker jumped up and growled at the sudden
noise.

‘Hallo, Stinker!’ said Julian. ‘Had a bath yet?
Alas, nol — as smelly as ever, aren’t you?’

‘You know that dog’s name isn’t Stinker,’ said
Mrs Stick, angrily. ‘You get out of my kitchen.’

‘Right!” said Julian. ‘Pleased to go. Don’t
bother about the dry bread and jam. I'll manage
something a bit better than that.’

He went out, whistling. Stinker growled, and
Edgar repeated loudly what he had said before:
‘Good riddance to bad rubbish!’

‘What did you say?’ said Julian, suddenly pok-
ing his head in at the kitchen door again. But
Edgar did not dare to repeat it, so off went Julian
again, whistling merrily, but not feeling nearly as
merry as his whistle. He was worried. After all, if
Mrs Stick was going to make meals as difficult as
this, life was not going to be very pleasant at Kir-
rin Cottage.

‘Anyone feel inclined to have dry bread and
jam for lunch?’ inquired Julian, when he returned
to the others. ‘Not? I rather thought so, so I
turned down Mrs Stick’s kind offer. I vote we go
and buy something decent. That shop in the village
has good sausage-rolls.’

George was very silent all that day. She was
worrying about her mother, the others knew. She
was probably thinking about her plan too, they
thought, and wondered whatever it could be.

‘Shall we go over to Kirrin Island today?’
asked Julian, thinking that it would take George’s
m]inddoff her worries, if they went to her beloved
island.
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George shook her head.

‘No,’ she said. ‘I don’t feel like it. The boat’s
all ready, I know — but I just don’t feel like it.
You see, till I know Mother is going to get better, I
don’t feel I want to be out of reach of the house. If
a telephone message came from Father, the Sticks
could always send Edgar to look for me — and if I
was on the island, he couldn’t find me.’ _

The children messed about that day, doing
nothing at all. They went back to tea, and Mrs
Stick provided them with bread and butter and
jam, but no cake. The milk was sour too, and
everyone had to have tea without milk, which they
all disliked.

As they ate their tea, the children heard Edgar
outside the window. He held a tin bowl in his hand,
and put it down on the grass outside.

‘Your dog’s dinner,’ he yelled.

‘He looks like a dog’s dinner himself,” said
Dick, in disgust. ‘Messy creature!’

That made everyone laugh. ‘Edgar, the Dog’s
Dinner!’ said Anne. ‘Any biscuits in that tin on the
sideboard, do you think, George?’

George got up to see. Timothy slipped qut of
doors and went to the dish put down for him. He
sniffed at it. George, coming back from the side-
board, looked out of the window as she passed and
saw him. At once the thought of poison came back
to her mind and she yelled to Timothy, making the
others jump out of their skins.

‘Tim! Tim! Don’t touch itl’

Timothy wagged his tail as if to say he didn’t
mean to touch it, anyway. George rushed out of
doors, and picked up the mess of raw meat. She
sniffed at it.
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‘You haven’t touched it, have you, Timothy?’
she said, anxiously.

Dick leaned out of the window.

‘No, he didn’t eat any. I watched him. He
sniffed all round and about it, but he wouldn’t
touch it. I bet it’s been dosed with rat-poison or
something.’

George was very white. ‘Oh Timmy!’ she said.
‘You’re such a sensible dog. You wouldn’t touch
poisoned stuff, would you?’

‘Woof!’ said Timmy, decidedly. Stinker heard
the bark and put his nose out of the kitchen door.

George called to him in a loud voice:

‘Stinker, Stinker, come here! Timmy doesn’t
want his dinner. You can have it. Come along,
Stinker, here it is!’

Edgar came rushing out behind Stinker. ‘Don’t
you give that to him,’ he said.

‘Why not?’ asked George. ‘Go on, Edgar — tell
me why not.’

‘He don’t eat raw meat,” said Edgar, after a
pause. ‘He only eats dog biscuits.’

‘That’s a lie!’ said George, flaming up. ‘I saw
him eating meat yesterday. Here, Stinker — you
come and eat this.’

Edgar snatched the bowl from George, almost
snarling at her, and ran indoors at top speed.
George was about to go after him, but Julian, who
had jumped out of the window when Edgar came
up, stopped her.

‘No good, old thing!’ he said. ‘You won't get
anything out of him. The meat’s probably at the
back of the kitchen fire by now. From now on, we
feed Timothy ourselves with meat bought from the
butcher with our own money. Don’t be afraid that
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:llf,u eat poisoned stuff. He’s too wise a dog for
at.’

‘He might, if he was terribly, awfully hungry,
Julian,’ said George, looking rather green now. She
felt sick inside. ‘I wasn’t going to let Stinker eat
that poisoned stuff, of course, but I guessed that if
it was poisoned, one of the Sticks would come rush-
ing out and stop Stinker eating it. And Edgar did.
So it proves it was poisoned, doesn’t it?’

‘I rather think it does,’ said Julian. ‘But don’t
worry, George. Timmy won’t be poisoned.’

‘But he might, he might,’ said George, putting
her hand on the big dog’s head. ‘Oh, I can’t bear
the thought of it, Julian. I can’t, I really can’t.’

‘Don’t think about it then,’ said Julian, taking
her indoors again. ‘Here, have a biscuit!’

‘You don’t think the Sticks would poison us, do
you?’ said Anne, looking suddenly scared and gaz-
ing at her biscuit as if it might bite her.

‘No, idiot. They only want to get Timmy out of
the way because he guards us so well,’ said Julian.
‘Don’t look so scared. All this will settle down in a
day or two, and we’ll have a grand time after all.
You’ll see!l’

But Julian only said this to comfort his little
gister. Secretly he was very worried. He wished he
could take Anne, Dick and George back to his own
home. But he knew George wouldn’t come. And
how could they leave her to the Sticks? It was quite
impossible. Friends must stick together, and some-
how they must face things until Aunt Fanny and
Uncle Quentin came back.



CHAPTER SEVEN
Better news

‘Do you think we’d better slip down after the
Sticks have gone to bed and get some food out of
the larder again?’ said Dick, when no supper ap-
peared that evening.

Julian didn’t feel inclined to sneak down and
confront Mr Stick again. Not that he was afraid of
him, but the whole thing was so unpleasant. This
was their house, the food was theirs — so why
should they have to beg for it, or take it on the sly?
It was ridiculous.

‘Come here, Timothy!’ said Julian. The dog
left George's side and went to Julian, looking
up at the boy inquiringly. ‘You’re going to
come with me and persuade dear kind Mrs
Stick to give us the best things out of the lar-
der!’ said Julian, with a grin.

The others laughed, cheering up at once.

‘Good ideal’ said Dick. ‘Can we all come and see
the fun.’ .

‘Better not,’ said Julian. ‘I can manage fine by
myself.’

He went down the passage to the kitchen. The
radio was going inside, so no one in the kitchen
heard Julian till he was actually standing inside
the door. Then Edgar looked up and saw Timothy
as well as Julian.

Edgar was scared of the big dog, who was now
growling fiercely. He went behind the kitchen sofa
and stayed there, eyeing Timmy fearfully.
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‘What do you want?’ said Mrs Stick, turning
off the radio.

‘Supper,’ said Julian, pleasantly. ‘Supper! The
best things out of the larder — bought with my
uncle’s money, cooked on my aunt’s stove with gas
she pays for — yes, supper! Open the larder door
and let’s see what there is in there.’

‘Well, of all the nervel’ began Mr Stick, in
amazement.

‘You can have a loaf of bread and some cheese,’
said Mrs Stick, ‘and that’s my last word.’

‘Well, it isn’t my last word,’ said Julian, and
he went to the larder door. ‘Timmy, keep to heell
Growl all you like, but don’t bite anybody — yet!’

Timmy’s growls were really frightful. Even Mr
Stick put himself at the other end of the room. As
for Stinker, he was nowhere to be seen. He had
gone into the scullery at the very first growl, and
was now shivering behind the wringer.

Mrs Stick’s mouth went into a hard straight
line. ‘You take the bread and cheese and clear out,’
she said.

Julian opened the larder door, whistling softly,
which annoyed Mrs Stick more than anything else.
‘My word!” said Julian, admiringly. ‘You do know
how to stock a larder, I must say, Mrs Stick. A
roast chicken! I thought I smelt one cooking. I sup-
pose Mr Stick killed one of our chickens today. I
thought I heard a lot of squawking. And what fine
tomatoes! Best to be got from the village, I’ve no
doubt. And oh, Mrs Stick —what a perfectly mar-
vellous treacle tart! I must say you’re a good cook,
I really must.’

Julian picked up the chicken, the dish of toma-
toes, and then balanced the plate with the treacle
tart on the top.
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Mrs Stick yelled at him.

‘You leave them things alone! That’s our sup-
per! You leave them there.’

‘You’ve made a little mistake,’ said Julian, pol-
itely. It’s our supper! We’ve had very little to eat
today, and we could do with a good supper. Thanks
awfully!’

‘Now look ’erel’ began Mr Stick, angrily, furi-
ous at seeing his lovely supper walking away.

‘You surely don’t want me to look at you
again,’ said Julian, in a tone of amazement. ‘What
for? Have you shaved yet — or washed? I'm afraid
not. So, if you don’t mind I think I'd rather not
look at you.’

Mr Stick was speechless. He was not ready with
his tongue at any time, and a boy like Julian took
his breath away, and left him with nothing to say
except his favourite ‘Now, look ’erel’

‘Put them things down,” said Mrs Stick
sharply. ‘What do you think we’re going to have
for our supper if you walk off with it; you tell me
that!’

‘Easy!’ said Julian. ‘Let me offer you our sup-
per — bread and cheese, Mrs Stick, bread and
cheesel’

Mrs Stick made an angry noise, and started to
go after Julian with her hand raised. But Timothy
immediately leapt at her, and his teeth snapped
together with a loud click.

‘Ohl’ howled Mrs Stick. ‘That dog of yours
nearly took my hand off! The brute! I'll do for him
one day, you see if I don’t.’

‘You had a good try today, didn’t you?’ said
Julian, in a quiet voice, fixing his eyes straight on
the woman’s face. ‘That’s a matter for the police,
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isn’t it? Be careful, Mrs Stick. I've a good mind to
go to the police tomorrow.’

Just as before, the mention of the police
seemed to frighten Mrs Stick. She cast a look at her
husband and took a step backward. Julian won-
dered if the man had done something wrong and
was hiding from the police. He never seemed to put
a foot out of doors.

The boy went up the passage triumphantly.
Timmy followed at his heels, disappointed that he
hadn’t been able to get a nibble at Stinker. Julian
marched into the sitting-room, and set the dishes
carefully down on the table.

‘What hol’he said. ‘Look what I've got — the
Sticks’ own supper!’ Then he told the others all
that had happened, and they laughed loudly.

‘How do you think of all those things to say?’
said Anne, admiringly. ‘I don’t wonder you make
them feel wild, Ju. It’e a good thing we’'ve got
Timmy to back us up.’

‘Yes, I shouldn’t feel nearly so bold w1thout
Timmy,’ said Julian.

It was a very good supper. There were knives
and forks in the sideboard, and the children made
do with fruit plates from the sideboard too, rather
than go and get plates from the kitchen. There was
bread over from their tea, so they were able to
;nake a very good meal. They ehjoyed it thorough-

y.

‘Sorry we can’t give you the chicken bones,
Tim,’ said George, ‘but they might split inside you
and injure you. You can have all the scraps. See
you don’t leave any for Stinker!’

Timmy didn’t. With two or three great gulps
he cleared his plate, and then sat waiting for any
scraps of treacle tart that might descend his way.
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The children felt cheerful after such a good
meal. They had completely eaten the chicken.
Nothing was left except a pile of bones. They had
eaten all the tomatoes too, finished the bread, and
enjoyed every scrap of the treacle tart.

It was late, Anne yawned, and then George
yawned too. ‘Let’s go to bed,’ she said. ‘I don’t feel
like having a game of cards or anything.’

So they went to bed, and as usual Timothy lay
heavily on George’'s feet. He lay there awake for
some time, his ears cocked to hear noises from
below. He heard the Sticks go up to bed. he heard
doors closing. He heard a whine from Stinker.
Then all was silence. Timmy dropped his head on to
his paws and slept — but he kept one ear cocked
for danger. Timothy didn’t trust the Sticks any
more than the children did!

The children awoke very early in the morning.
Julian awoke first. It was a marvellous day. Julian
went to the window and looked out. The sky was a
very pale blue, and rosy-pink clouds floated about
it. The sea was a clean blue too, smooth and calm,
Julian remembered what Anne often said — she
said that the world in the early morning always
looked as if it had come back fresh from the
laundry — so clean and new and fresh!

The children all bathed before breakfast, and
this time they were back at half-past eight, afraid
that George’s father might telephone early again.
Julian saw Mrs Stick on the stairs and called to
her.

‘Has my uncle telephoned yet?’

‘No,’ said the woman, in a surly tone. She had
been hoping that the telephone would ring while
the children were out, then, as she had done the
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day before, she could answer it, and get a few
words in first.

‘We’ll have breakfast now, please,’ said Julian.
‘A good breakfast, Mrs Stick. My uncle might ask
us what we’d had for breakfast, mightn’t he? You
never know.’

Mrs Stick evidently thought that Julian might
tell his uncle if she gave them only bread and but-
ter for breakfast, so very soon the children smelt a
delicious smell of bacon frying. Mrs Stick brought
in a dish of it garnished with tomatoes. She banged
it down on the table with the plates. Edgar arrived
with a pot of tea and a tray of cups and saucers.

‘Ah, here is dear Edgar!’ said Julian, in a tone
of amiable surprise. ‘Dear old spotty-face!’

‘Garn!’ said Edgar, and banged down the tea-
pot. Timmy growled, and Edgar fled for his life.

George didn’t want any breakfast. Julian put
hers back in the warm dish and put a plate over it.
He knew that she was waiting for news. If only the
telephone would ring — then she would know if
her mother was really better or not.

It did ring as they were halfway through the
meal. George was there before the bell had stopped
pealing. She put the receiver to her ear. ‘Father!
Yes, it’s George. How’s Mother?’

There was a pause as George listened. All the
children stopped eating and listened in silence,
waiting for George to speak. They would know by
her next words if the news was good or not.

‘Oh — oh, I'm so glad!’ they heard George say.
‘Did she have the operation yesterday? Oh, you
never told me! But it’s all right now, is it? Poor
Mother! Give her my love. I do want to see her. Oh
Father, can’t I come?’
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Evidently the answer was no. George listened
for a while, then spoke a few more words and said
good-bye.

She ran into the sitting-room. ‘You heard,
didn’t you?’ she said, joyfully. ‘Mother’s better.
She’ll get all right now, and will be back home
soon — in about ten days. Father won’t come back
till he brings her home. It’s good news about
giotll:er — but I'm afraid we can’t get rid of the
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CHAPTER EIGHT
George's plan

Mrs Stick had overheard the conversation on
the telephone — at least, she had heard George’s
side of it. She knew that George’s mother was bet-
ter and that her father would not return till her
mother could be brought home. That would be in
about ten days! The Sticks could have a fine time
till then, no doubt about that!

George suddenly found that her appetite had
come back. She ate her bacon hungrily, and scraped
the dish round with a piece of bread. She had three
cups of tea, and then sat back contentedly.

‘I feel better,’ she said. Anne slipped her hand
in hers. She was very glad that her aunt was going
to be all right. If it wasn’t for those awful Sticks
they could have a lovely time. Then George said
something that made Julian cross.

‘Well, now that I know Mother is going to be
better, I can stand up to the Sticks all right by my-
self with Timmy. So I want you three to go back
horlx:e and finish the hols without me. I shall be all
right.’

‘Shut up, George,’ said Julian. ‘We’ve argued
this all out before. I've made up my mind — and I
don’t change it, any more than you do, when I've
made it up. You make me cross.’

‘Well,” said George, ‘I told you I'd got a
plan — and you don’t come into it, I'm afraid —
and you'll find you'll have to go back home
whether you mean to or not.’
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‘Don’t be so mysterious, George!’ said Julian,
impatiently. ‘What is this strange plan? You’d bet-
taex:’ tell us, even if we’re not in it. Can’t you trust
us?’

‘Yes, of course. But you might try to stop me,’
said George, looking sulky.

‘Then you’d certainly better tell us,” said
Julian feeling uneasy. George was such a madcap
once she got ideas into her head. Goodness knows
what she might dol

But George wouldn’t say another word. Julian
gave it up at last, but secretly made up his mind
not to let George out of his sight that day. If she
was going to carry out some wild plan, then she
would have to do it under his, Julian’s, eye!

But George didn’t seem to be carrying out any
wild plan. She bathed again with the others, went
for a walk with them, and went for a row on the
sea. She didn’t want to go to Kirrin Island, so the
others didn’t press her, thinking that she didn’t
want to be out of sight of the beach in case Edgar
came with a message from her father.

It was quite a pleasant day. The children
bought sausage rolls again, and fruit, and pic-
nicked on the beach. Timmy had a large and juicy
bone from the butcher’s.

‘I’ve got a bit of shopping to do,’ said George,
about tea-time. ‘You others go and see if Mrs Stick
is getting some tea for us, and I'll fly down to the
shops and get what I want.’

Julian pricked up his ears at once. Was George
sending them off so that she could be alone to
carry out this mysterious plan of hers?

‘I’ll come with you,’ said Julian, getting up.
‘Dick can tackle Mrs Stick for once, and take
Timmy with him.’
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‘No, you go,’ said George. ‘I won’t be long.’

But Julian was determined not to go. In the
end they all went with George, for Dick did not
want to face Mrs Stick without Julian or George.

George went into the little general shop and got
a new battery for her torch. She bought two boxes
of matches, and a bottle of methylated spirit.

‘Whatever do you want that for?’ said Anne in
surprise.

‘Oh, it might come in useful,” said George, and
said no more.

They all went back to Kirrin Cottage. Tea was
actually on the table! True, it was not a thrilling
tea, being merely bread and jam and a pot of hot
tea — still it was there, and was eatable.

It rained that evening. The children sat round
the table and played cards. Their hearts were
lighter now that they had had good news of
George’s mother. In the middle of the game Julian
got up and rang the bell. The others stared at him
in the greatest surprise.

‘What are you ringing the bell for?’ asked
George, her eyes wide with astonishment.

‘To tell Mrs Stick to bring some supper,’ said
Julian, with a grin. But no one answered the bell.
So Julian rang again and then again.

The kitchen door opened at last and Mrs Stick
came up the passage, evidently in a bad temper.
She came into the sitting-room.

‘You stop ringing that belll’ she said, angrily.
‘I’'m not answering any bells rung by you.’

‘T rang it to tell you that we wanted some sup-
per,” said Julian, ‘And to say that if you would
rather I came and got it myself from the larder —
with Timmy — as I did last night, I'll come with
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pleasure. But if not, you can bring a decent supper
to us yourself.’

‘If you come stealmg thmgs out of my larder
again, I’ll — I'll...’ began Mrs Stick.

‘You’ll call in the policel’ Julian finished for
her. ‘Do. That would please us very much. I can see
our local policeman taking down all the details in
his notebook. I could give him quite a few.’

Mrs Stick muttered something rude under her
breath, glared at Julian as if she could kill him,
and went off down the passage again. By the sound
of the clattering and crashing of crockery in the
kitchen it was plain that Mrs Stick was getting
some sort of supper for them, and Julian grinned
to himself as he dealt out the cards.

Supper was not as good as the night before, but
it was not bad. It was a little cold ham, cheese and
the remains of a milk pudding. There was also a
plate of cooked meat for Timmy.

George looked at it sharply. ‘Take that away,’
she said. ‘I bet you’ve poisoned it again. Take it
away!’

‘No. On the contrary, leave it here,” said
Julian. ‘I’ll take it down to the local chemist to-
morrow and get him to test it. If, as George thinks,
it’s poisoned, the chemist might have a lot of inter-
esting things to tell us.’

Mrs Stick took the meat away without a word.
‘Horrible woman!’ said George, pulling Timothy
close to her. ‘How I hate her! I feel so afraid for
Timmy.’

Somehow that spoilt the evening. As it grew
dark the children became sleepy. ‘It’s ten o’clock,’
said Julian. ‘Bed, I think, everyone! Anne ought to
have gone long ago. She isn’t nearly old enough to
stay up as late as this.’
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‘Welll began Anne, indignantly. ‘I’'m nearly as
old as George, aren’t I? I can’t help being younger,
can I?’

‘All right, all right!’ said Julian laughing. ‘I
shan’t make you go off to bed by yourself, don’t
worry. We all keep together in this house while the
Sticks are about. Come on! We'll go now, shall we?’

The children were tired. They had swum, walked
and rowed that day. Julian tried to keep awake a
little while, but he too fell asleep very quickly.

He awoke with a jump, thinking that he had
heard a noise. But everything was quiet. What could
the noise have been? Was it one of the Sticks creep-
ing about? No — it couldn’t be that, or Tim would
have barked the house down. Then what was it?
Some-thing must have waked him.

‘I suppose it’s not old George doing anything
about that plan of hers!’ thought Julian, suddenly.
He sat up, he felt about for his dressing-gown and
put it on. With-out waking Dick he crept to the
girls’ room, and switched on his torch to see that
they were all right.

Anne was in her bed, sleeping peacefully. But
George’s bed was empty. George’s clothes were gonel

‘Blow!’ said Julian, under his breath. ‘Where
has she gone? I bet she’s run away to find where
her mother is!’

His torch picked out a white envelope pinned to
George's pillow. He stepped softly over to it.

It had his name printed on it in bold letters.
‘JULIAN.’

Julian ripped it open and read it.

‘Dear Julian,’ said the note,
‘Don’t be angry with me, please. I daren’t stay
in Kirrin Cottage any longer in case the Sticks
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somehow poison Timmy. You know that would
break my heart. So I've gone to live by myself on
our island till mother and Father come back. Please
leave a note for Father and tell him to ask Jim to
sail near Kirrin Island with his little red flag fly-
ing from the mast as soon as they are back. Then
I’ll come home. You and Dick and Anne must go
back to your own parents now I’ve gone. It would
be silly to stay at Kirrin Cottage with the Sticks
now I'm not there.
Love from
George.’

Julian read the note through. ‘Well, why didn’t
I guess that was her plan!’ he said to himself. ‘That’s
why we didn’t come into it! She meant to go off by
herself with Timmy. I can’t let her do that. She can’t
live all by herself on Kirrin Island for so long. She
might fall ill. She might slip on a rock and hurt her-
self, and no one would ever know!’

The boy was really worried about the deter-
mined little girl. He wondered what to do. That
noise he heard must have been made by George. So
she couldn’t have got a very long start really. If he
tore down to the beach, George might stlll be there,
and he could stop her.

So, in his dressing-gown, he ran down the
front path, out of the gate, and took the road to
the beach. The rain had stopped, and the stars were
out. But it was not at all a light night.

‘How can George expect to get through those
rocks in the dark,’ he thought. ‘She’s mad! She’ll
strike her boat on a rock, and sink.’

He tore on in the darkness, talking aloud to
himself. ‘No wonder she wanted a new battery for
her torch, and matches — and I suppose the
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methylated spirit was for her little cooking stove!
Why ever couldn’t she tell us? It would have been
fun to go with her.’

He came to the beach. He saw the light of a
torch where George kept her boat. He ran to it, his
feet sinking in the soft wet sand.

‘Georgel Idiot! You’re not to go off like this all
alone, in the dead of night!’ called Julian.

George was pushing her boat out into the
water. She jumped when she heard Julian’s voice.
‘You can’t stop mel’ she said. ‘I’'m just off!’

But Julian caught hold of the boat, as he
waded up to his waist in the water. ‘George, listen
to mel You can’t go like this. You’ll strike a rock.
Come back!’

‘No,’ said George, getting cross. ‘You can go
back to your own home, Julian. I shall be all right.
Let go my boat!’

‘George, why didn’t you tell me your plan?’ said
Julian, almost swept off his feet by a wave. ‘Dash
these waves! I shall have to get into the boat.’

He climbed in. He could not see George, but he
felt quite certain she was glaring at him. Timmy
licked his wet legs.

‘You’re spoiling everything,’ said George, with
a break in her voice that meant she was upset.

‘I’'m not, sillyl’ said Julian, in a gentle voice.
‘Listen! — you come back to Kirrin Cottage with
me now, George. And I'll faithfully promise you
something. tomorrow we’ll all go to the island with
you. See? The whole lot of us. Why shouldn’t we?
Your mother said we could spend a week there,
anyway, didn’t she? We shall be out of the reach of
those horrible Sticks. We shall enjoy ourselves, and
have a marvellous time. So will you come back
now, George, and let us go together tomorrow?’



CHAPTER NINE
An exciting night

There was a silence, except for the waves
splashing round the boat. Then George’s voice
came out of the darkness, lifted joyfully.

‘Oh Julian — do you really mean it? Will you
really come with me? I was afraid I'd get into
trouble for doing this, because Father said I must
stay at Kirrin Cottage till he came back — and you
know how he hates disobedience. But I knew if I
stayed there, you would too — and I didn’t want
you to be miserable with those horrid Sticks — so I
thought I'd come away. I didn’t think you’d come
too, because of getting into trouble! I never even
thought of asking you.’

‘You're a very stupid person sometimes, aren’t
you, George?’ said Julian. ‘As if we’d care about
getting into trouble, so long as we were all
together, sticking by one another! Of course we’ll
come with you — and I'll take all the responsibility
for this escape, and tell your father it’s my fault.’

‘Oh no you won’t,” said George, quickly. ‘I
shall say it was my idea. If I do wrong, I'm not
afraid:to own up to it. You know that.’

‘Well, we won’t argue that now,’ said Julian.
‘We shall have at least a week or ten days on Kir-
rin Island to do all the arguing we want to. The
thing is — let’s get back now, wake up the others
for a bit,and have a nice quiet talk in the dead of
night about this plan of yours. I must say it's a
very, very good ideal’
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George was overjoyed. ‘I feel as if I could hug
you, Julian,’ she said. ‘Where are the oars? Oh,
here they arel The boat’s floated quite a long way
out.’

She rowed strongly back to the shore. Julian
jumped out and pulled the boat up the beach, with
George’s help. He shone his torch into the boat and
gave an exclamation.

‘You've quite a nice little store of things here,’
he said. ‘Bread and ham and butter and stuff. How
did you manage to get them without old Mr Stick
seeing you tonight? I suppose you slipped down
and got them out of the larder?’

‘Yes, I did,’ said George. ‘But there was no one
in the kitchen tonight. Perhaps Mr Stick has gone
to sleep upstairs. Or maybe he has gone back to his
ship. Anyway, there was no one there when I crept
down, not even Stinker.’

‘We’d better leave them here,” said Julian.
‘Stuff them into that locker and shut down the lid.
No one will guess there’s anything there. We’ll
have to bring down a lot more stuff if we're all
going to live on the island. Golly, this is going to be
fun!’

The children made their way back to the house,
feeling thrilled and excited. Julian’s wet dressing-
gown flapped round his legs, and he pulled it up
high to be out of the way. Timothy gambolled
round, not seeming at all surprised at the night's
doings.

When they got back to the house the woke the
other two, who listened in astonishment to what
had happened that night. Anne was so excited to
think that they were all going to live on the island
that she raised her voice in joy.
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‘Oh! That’s the loveliest thing that could hap-
pen! Oh, I do think...’

‘Shut upl’ said three furious .voices in loud
whisperes. ‘You’ll wake the Sticks!’

‘Sorry!’ whispered Anne. ‘But oh — it’s so ter-
ribly, awfully exciting.’

They began to discuss their plans. ‘If we go for
a week or ten days, we must take plenty of stores,’
said Julian.

‘The thing is — can we possibly find food
enough for so long? Even if we entirely empty the
larder I doubt if that would be enough for a week
or so. We all seem such hungry people, somehow.’

‘Julian,” said George, suddenly remembering
something, ‘I know what we’ll dol Mother has a
store-cupboard in her room. She keeps dozens and
dozens of tins of food there, in case we ever get
snowed up in the winter, and can’t go to the vil-
lage. That has happened once or twice you know.
And I know where Mother keeps the keyl Can’t we
open the cupboard and get out some tins?’

‘Of coursel’ said Julian, delighted. ‘I know
Aunt Fanny wouldn’t mind. And anyway, we can
make a list of what we take and replace them for
her, if she does mind. It will be my birthday soon,
and I am sure to get money then.’

‘Where’s the key?’ whispered Dick.

‘Let’s go into Mother’s room, and I'll show you
where she keeps it,” said George. ‘I only hope she
hasn’t taken it with her.’

But George’s mother had felt far too ill when
she left home to think of cupboard keys. George
fumbled at the back of a drawer in the dressing-
table and brought out two or three keys tied
together with thin string. She fitted first one and
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then another into a cupboard set in the wall. The
second one opened the door.

Julian shone his torch into the cupboard. It
was filled with tins of food of all kinds, neatly ar-
ranged on the shelves.

‘Golly!’ said Dick, his eyes gleaming. ‘Soup —
tins of meat — tins of fruit — tinned milk —
sardines — tinned butter — biscuits — tinned ve-
getables! There's everything we want here!’

‘Yes,” said Julian, pleased. ‘It’'s fine. We'll
take all we can carry. Is there a sack or two any-
where about, George, do you know?’

Soon the tins were quietly packed into two
sacks. The cupboard door was shut and locked
again. The children stole to their own rooms once
more.

‘Well, that’s the biggest problem solved —
food,’ said Julian. ‘We’ll raid the larder too, and
take what bread there is - and cake. What about
water, George? Is there any on the island?’

‘Well, I suppose there is some in that old well,’
said George, thinking, ‘but as there’s no bucket or
anything, we can’t get any. I was taking a big con-
tainer of fresh water with me — but we’d better fill
two or three more now you are all coming! I know
where there are some, quite clean and new.’

So they filled some containers with fresh water,
and put them with the sacks, ready to take to the
boat. It was so exciting doing all these things in
the middle of the night! Anne could hardly keep
her voice down to a whisper, and it was a wonder
that Timothy didn’t bark, for he sensed the excite-
ment of the others.

There was a tin of cakes in the larder, freshly
made, so those were added to the heap that was
forming in the frout garden. There was a large
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joint of meat too, and George wrapped it in a cloth
and put that with the heap, telling Timmy in a
fierce voice that if he so much as sniffed at it she
would leave him behind!

‘I’ve got my little stove for boiling water on, or
heating up anything,” whispered George. ‘It’s in
the boat. That’s what I bought the methylated
spirit for, of course. You didn’t guess, did you?
And the matches for lighting it. I say — what
about candles? We can’t use our torches all the
time, the batteries would soon run out.’

They found a pound of candles in the kitchen
cupboard, a kettle, a saucepan, some old knives and
forks and spoons, and a good many other things
they thought they might possibly want. They also
came across some small bottles of ginger-beer, evi-
dently stored for their own use by the Sticks.

‘All bought out of my mother’s money!’ said
George. ‘Well, we'll take the ginger-beer too. It will
be nice to drink it on a hot day.’

‘Where are we going to sleep at night?’ said
Julian. ‘In that ruined part of the old castle, where
there is just one room with a roof left, and walls?’

‘That’s where I planned to sleep,’ said George.
‘l was going to make my bed of some of the
heather that grows on the island, covered by a rug
or two, which I've got down in the boat.’

‘We’ll take all the rugs we can find,’” said
Julian. ‘And some cushions for pillows. I say, isn’t
this simply thrilling? I don’t know when I've felt
so excited. I feel like a prisoner escaping to free-
dom! Won’t the Sticks be amazed when they find
us gonel’

‘Yes — we’ll have to decide what to say to
them,’ said George, rather soberly. ‘We don’t want
them sending people after us to the island, making
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us come back. I don’t think they should know
we’ve gone there.’

‘We’ll discuss that later,’ said Dick. ‘The thing
is to get everything to the boat while it's dark. It
will soon be dawn.’

‘How are we going to get all this down to
George’s boat?’ said Anne, looking at the enormous
pile of goods by the light of her torch. ‘We’ll never
be able to carry them alll’

Certainly it looked a great pile. Julian had an
idea, as usual. ‘Are there any barrows in the shed?’
he asked George. ‘If we could pile the things into a
couple of barrows, we could easily take everything
in one journey. We could wheel the barrows along
on the sandy side of the road so that we don’t make
any noise.’

‘Oh, good ideal’ said George, delighted. ‘I wish

I'd thought of that before. I had to make about
five journeys to and from the boat when I took my
own things. There are two barrows in the shed.
We’ll get them. One has a squeaky wheel, but we'll
hope no one hears it.’

Stinker heard the squeak, as he lay in a corner
of Mrs Stick’s room. He pricked up his ears and
growled softly. He did not dare to bark, for he was
afraid of bringing Timothy up. Mrs Stick did not
hear the growl. She slept soundly, not even stir-
ring. She had no idea what was going on down-
stairs.

The things were all stowed into the boat. The
children didn’t like leaving them there unguarded.
In the end they decided to leave Dick there, sleep-
ing on the rugs. They stood thinking for a moment
before they went back without Dick.

‘I do hope we’ve remembered all we shall
want,” said George, wrinkling up her forehead.
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‘Golly — I know! We haven’t remembered a tin-
opener — nor a thing to take off the tops of the
ginger-beer bottles. They’ve got those little tin lids
that have to be forced off by an opener.’

‘We’ll put those in our pockets when we
get back to the house and find them,’ said
Julian. ‘I remember seeing some in the side-
board drawer. Good-bye, Dick. We’ll be down
very early to row off. We must get some bread
at the baker’s as soon as he opens, because
we’ve got hardly any, and we’ll see if we can
pick up a very large bone at the butcher’s for
Timmy. George has got a bag of biscuits in the
boat for him too.’

The three of them set off back to the house
with Timmy, leaving Dick curled up comfortably
on the rugs. He soon fell asleep again, his face up-
turned to the stars that would soon fade from the
sky.

The others talked about what to tell the
Sticks. ‘I think we won’t tell them anything,’
said Julian, at last. ‘I don’t particularly want
to tell them deliberate lies, and I’'m certainly
not going to tell them the truth. I know what
we’ll do — there is a train that leaves the sta-
tion about eight o’clock, which would be the’
one we’'d catch if we were going back to our
own home. We'll find a time-table, leave it
open on the dining-room table, as if we'd been
looking up a train, and then we’ll all set off
across the moor at the back of the house, as
if we were going to the station.’

‘Oh yes — then the Sticks will think we’ve run
away, and gone to catch the train back home,’ said
iAm(;e. ‘They will never guess we’ve gone to the is-
and.’
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‘That’s a good idea,’ said George, pleased. ‘But
how shall we know when Father and Mother get
back?’

‘Is there anyone you could leave a message
with — somebody you could really trust?’ asked
Julian.

George thought hard. ‘There’s Alf the fisher-
boy,’ she said at last. ‘He used to look after Tim
for me when I wasn’t allowed to have him in the
house. I know he’d not give us away.’

‘We’ll call on Alf before we go then,’ said
Julian. ‘Now, let’s look for that time-table and lay
it open on the table at the right place.’

They hunted for the time-table, found the right
page, and underlined the train they hoped that the
Sticks would think they were catching. They found
the tin and bottle openers and put them into their
pockets. Julian found two or three more boxes of
matches too. He thought two would not last long
enough.

By this time dawn had come and the house was
being flooded with early sunshine. ‘I wonder if the
baker is open,’ said Julian. ‘We might as well go
and see. It’s about six o’clock.’

They went to the baker. He was not open, but
the new loaves had already been made. The baker
was outside, sunning himself. He had baked his
bread at night, ready to sell it new-made in the
morning. He grinned at the children.

‘Up early today,” he said. ‘What, you want
some of my loaves — how many? Six! Good gra-
cious, whatever for?’

‘To eat,’ said George, grinning. Julian paid for
six enormous loaves, and they went to the
butcher’s. His shop was not open either, but the
butcher himself was sweeping the path outside.
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‘Could we buy a very big bone for Timmy, please?’
asked George. She got an enormous one, and
Timmy looked at it longingly. Such a bone would
last him for days, he knew!

‘Now,’ said Julian, as they set off to the boat,
‘we’ll pack these things into the boat, then go back
to the house, and make a noise so that the Sticks
know we’re there. Then we’ll set off across the
moors, and hope the Sticks will think we are mak-
ing for the train.’

They woke Dick, who was still sleeping peace-
fully in the boat, and packed in the bread and bone.

‘Take the boat into the next cove,’ said George.
‘Can you do that? We shall be hidden there from
anyone on the beach then. The fishermen are all
out in their boats, fishing. We shan’t be seen, if we
set off in about an hour’s time. We’ll be back by
then.’

They went back to the house and made a noise
as if they were just getting up. George whistled to
Timmy, and Julian sang at the top of his voice.
Then, with a great banging of doors they set out
down the path and cut across the moors, in full
sight of the kitchen window.

‘Hope the Sticks won’t notice Dick isn’t with
us,’” said Julian, seeing Edgar staring out of the
window. ‘I expect they’ll think he’s gone ahead.’

They kept to the path until they came to a dip,
where they were hidden from any watcher at Kirrin
Cottage. Then they took another path that led them,
unseen, to the cove where Dick had taken the boat.
He was there, waiting anxiously for them.

‘Ahoy there!’ yelled Julian, in excitement. ‘The
adventure is about to begin.’



CHAPTER TEN
Kirrin Island once more!

They all clambered into the boat. Timothy leapt
in lightly and ran to the prow, where he always
stood. His tongue hung out in excitement. He knew
quite well that something was up — and he was in
it! No wonder he panted and wagged his tail hard.

‘Off we gol’ said Julian, taking the oars. ‘Sit
over there a bit, Anne. The luggage is weighing
down the boat awfully the other end. Dick, sit by
Anne to keep the balance better. That’s right. Off
we gol’

And off they went in George’s boat, rocking up
and down on the waves. The sea was fairly calm,
but a good breeze blew through their hair.The
water splashed round the boat and made a nice
gurgly, friendly noise. The children all felt very
happy. They were on their own. They were escap-
ing from the horrid Sticks. They were going to stay
on Kirrin Island, with the rabbits and gulls and
jackdaws.

‘Doesn’t that new-made bread smell awfully
good?’ said Dick, feeling very hungry as usual.
*Can we just grab a bit, do you think?’

‘Yes, let’s,’” said George. So they broke off bits
of the warm brown crust, handed some to Julian,
who was rowing, and chewed the delicious new-
made bread. Timmy got a bit too, but his was gone
as soon as it went into his mouth.

‘Timmy’s funny,’ said Anne. ‘He never eats
his food as we do — he seems to drink it — just
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takes it into his mouth and swallows it, as if it was
water!’

The others laughed. ‘He doesn’t drink his’
bones.” said George. ‘He always eats those all
right — chews on them for hours and hours. Don’t
you, Timothy?’

‘Woofl’ said Timmy, agreeing. He eyed the
place where that enormous bone was, wishing he
could have it now. But the children wouldn’t let
him. They were afraid it might go overboard, and
that would be a pity.

‘T don’t believe anyone has noticed us going,’
said Julian. ‘Except Alf the fisher-boy, of course.
We told him about going to the island, Dick, but
nobody else.’

They had called at Alf’s house on their way to
the cove. Alf was alone in the yard at the back. His
mother was away and his father was out fishing.
They had told him their secret, and Alf had nodded
his tousled head and promised faithfully to tell no-
body at all. He was evidently very proud at being
trusted.

‘If my mother and father come back, you must
let us know.’ said George. ‘Sail as near the island
as you dare, and hail us. You can get nearer to it
than anyone else.’

‘I’'ll do that,’ promised Alf, wishing he could go
with them.

‘So, you see, Dick,’ said Julian, as he rowed
out to the island, ‘if by any chance Aunt Fanny
does return sooner than we expect, we shall know
at once and come back. I think we’ve planned
everything very well.’

‘Yes, we have,’ said Dick. He turned and faced
the islasnd, which was coming nearer. ‘We shall
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soon be there. Isn’t George going to take the oars
and guide the boat in?’

‘Yes,’ said George. ‘We’ve come to the difficult
bit now, where we’ve got to weave our way in and
out of the different rocks that keep sticking up.
Give me the oars, Ju.’

She took the oars, and the others watched in
admiration as the girl guided the big boat skilfully
in and out of the hidden rocks. She certainly was
very clever. They felt perfectly safe with her.

The boat slid into the little cove. It was a natu-
ral harbour, with the water running up to a stretch
of sand. High rocks sheltered it. The children
jumped out eagerly, and four pairs of willing
hands tugged the boat quickly up the sand.

‘Higher up still,” panted George, ‘You know
what awful storms suddenly blow up in this bay.
We want to be sure the boat is quite safe, no mat-
ter how high the seas run.’

The boat soon lay on one side, high up the
stretch of sand. The children sat down, puffing
and blowing. ‘Let’s have breakfast here,” said
Julian. ‘I don’t feel like unloading all those heavy
things at the moment. We'll get what we want for
breakfast, and have it here on this warm bit of
sand.’

They got a loaf of new bread, some cold ham, a
few tomatoes and a pot of jam. Anne found knives
and forks and plates. Julian opened two bottles of
ginger-beer.

‘Funny sort of breakfast,” he said, setting the
bottles down on the sand, ‘But simply gorgeous
when anyone is as hungry as we are.’

They ate everything except about a third of the
loaf. Timmy was given his bone and some of his
own biscuits. He crunched up the biscuits at once,
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and then sat down contentedly to gnaw the fine
bone.

‘How nice to be Timmy — with no plate or
knife or fork or cup to bother about,” said Anne,
lying on her back in the sun, feeling that she really
couldn’t eat anything more. ‘Oh, if we are always
going to have mixed-up meals like this on the is-
land, I shall never want to go back. Who would
have thought that ham and jam and ginger-beer
would go so well together?’

Timmy was thirsty. He sat with his tongue
hanging out wishing that George would give him a
drink. He didn’t like ginger-beer.

George eyed him lazily.

‘Oh Timmy — are you thirsty?’ she said. ‘Oh
dear, I feel as if I really can’t get up! You’ll have
to wait a few minutes, then I'll go to the boat and
empty out some water for you.’

But Timothy couldn’t wait. He went off to
some nearby rocks, which were out of reach of the
sea, In a hole in one of them he found some rain-
water, and he lapped it up eagerly. The children
heard him lapping it, and laughed.

‘Isn’t Timmy clever?” murmured Anne. ‘I
should never have thought of that.’

The children had been up half the night, and
now they were full of good things, and were very
sleepy. One by one they fell asleep on the warm
sand. Timothy eyed them in astonishment. It
wasn’t night-time! Yet here were all the children
sleeping tightly. Well, well — a dog could always
go to sleep too at any time! So Timothy threw him-
self down beside George, put his head right on her
middle, and closed his eyes.

The sun was high when the little company
awoke. Julian awoke first, then Dick, feeling very
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hot indeed, for the sun was blazing down. They sat
up, yawning.

‘Goodness!’ said Dick, looking at his arms.
‘The sun has caught me properly. I shall be
terribly sore by tonight. Did we bring any
cream, Julian?’

‘No. We never thought of it,” said Julian.
‘Cheer up! You’'ll be burnt much more by the time
this day ends. The sun’s going to be hot — there’s
not a cloud in the sky!’

They woke up the girls. George pushed
Timmy’s head off her tummy. ‘You give me night-
mares when you put your heavy head there,’ she
complained. ‘On, I say — we’re on the island,
aren’t we? For a moment I thought I was back in
bed at Kirrin Cottagel’

‘Isn’t it gorgeous — here we are for ages,
all by ourselves, with tons of nice thing to
eat, able to do just what we likel’ said Anne,
contentedly.

‘I guess the old Sticks are glad we’ve
gone,’ said Dick. ‘Spotty Face will be able to
loll in the sitting-room and read all our books,
if he wants to.’

‘And Stinker-dog will be able to wander all over
the house and lie on anybody’s bed without being
afraid that Timothy will eat him whole,” said
George. ‘Well, let him. I don’t care about anything
now that I've escaped.’

It was fun to lie there and talk about every-
thing. But soon Julian, who could never rest for
long, once he was awake, got up and stretched him-
self.

‘Come on!’ he said to the others. ‘There is work
to do, Lazy-Bones! Come along!’
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‘Work to do? What do you mean?’ said George
in astonishment.

‘Well, we've got to unload the boat and pack
everything somewhere where it won’t get spoilt if
the rain happens to come,’ said Julian. ‘And we’ve
got to decide exactly where we’re going to sleep,
and get the heather for our beds and pile the rugs
on them. There’s plenty to do!’

‘Oh, don’t let’s do it yet,’ said Anne, not at all
wanting to get up out of the warm sand. But the
others pulled her up, and together they all set to
work to unload the boat.

‘Let’s go and have a look at the castle,” said
Julian. ‘And find the little room where we'll sleep.
It’s the only one left whole, so it will have to be
that one.’

They went right to the top of the inlet,
climbed up on to the rocks and made their way
towards the old ruined castle, whose walls rose
up form the middle of the little island. They
stopped to gaze at it.

‘It’'s a fine old ruin,” said Dick. ‘Aren’t we
lucky to have an island and a castle of our ownl
Fancy, this is all ours!’

They gazed through a big broken-down
archway, to old steps beyond. the castle had
once had two fine towers, but now one was al-
most gone. The other rose high in the air,
half-ruined. The black jackdaws collected
there, talking loudly. ‘Chack, chack, chack!
Chack, chack, chack!’

‘Nice birds,’ said Dick. ‘I like them. See the
grey patch at the back of their head, Anne? I won-
der if they ever stop talking.’

‘I don’t think so,’ said George. ‘Oh, look at the
rabbits — tamer than ever!’
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The courtyard was full of big rabbits, who eyed
them as they came near. It really seemed as if it
would be possible to pat them, they were so tame —
but one by one they edged away as the children ap-
proached.

Timothy was in a great state of excitement,
and his tail quivered from end to end. Oh those
rabbits! Why couldn’t he chase them? Why was
George so difficult about rabbits? Why couldn’t he
make them run a bit?

But George had her hand on his collar, and
gave him a stern glance. ‘Now, Timothy, don’t you
dare to chase even the smallest of these rabbits.
They’re mine, every one of them.’

‘Ours! corrected Anne at once. She wanted to
share in the rabbits, as well as in the castle and the
island.

‘Ours!’ said George. ‘Let’s go and have a look
at the little dark room where we’ll spend the
nights.’

They made their way to where the castle did not
seem to be quite so ruined. they came to a doorway
and looked inside.

‘Here it is!’ said Julian, peeping in. ‘I shall
have to use my torch. The windows are only slits
here, and it’s quite dark.’

He turned on his torch — and the children all
gazed into the old room where they proposed to
store their goods and sleep.

George gave a loud exclamation. ‘Golly! We
can’t use this room! The roof has fallen in since
last summer.’

So it had. Julian’s torch shone on to a
heap of fallen stones, scattered all over the
floor. It was quite impossible to use the old
room now. In any case it might be dangerous
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to do so, for it looked as if more stones might
fall at any moment.

‘Blow!’ said Julian. ‘What shall we do about
this? We shall have to find somewhere else for a
storing and sleeping-placel’



CHAPTER ELEVEN
On the old wreck

It was quite a shock to have their plans
spoilt. They knew there was no other room in
the ruined castle that was sufficiently whole
to shelter them. And they must find some sort
of shelter, for although the weather was fine
at the moment, it might rain hard any day —
or a storm might blow up.

‘And storms round about Kirrin are so very vi-
olent, said Julian, remembering one or two. ‘Do
you remember the storm that tossed your wreck up
from the bottom of the sea, George?’

‘Oh yes,’ said George and Anne, together, and
Anne added eagerly: ‘Let’s go and see the wreck
today if we can. I'd love to see if it’s still balanced
on those rocks, as it was last year, when we ex-
plored it.’

‘Well, first we must make up our minds
where we are going to sleep,” said Julian,
firmly. ‘I don’t know if you realise it, but it’s
about three o’clock in the afternoon! We slept
for hours on the sand — tired out with our
exciting night, I suppose. We really must find
some safe place and put our things there at
once, and make our beds.’

‘Well, but where shall we go?’ said Dick.
‘There’s no other place in the old castle.’

‘There’s the dungeon below,’ said Anne, shive-
ring. ‘But I don’t want to go there. It's so dark and
mysterious.’
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Nobody wanted to sleep down in the dungeonsl!
Dick frowned and thought hard. ‘What about the
wreck?’ he said. ‘Any chance of living there?’

‘We might go and see,” said Julian. ‘I don’t
somehow fancy living on a damp old rotting
wreck — but if it’s still high on the rocks, maybe
the sun will have dried it, and it might be possible
to have our bed and stores there.’

‘Let’s go and see now,’ said George. So they
made their way from the ruined castle to the old
wall that ran round it. From there they would be
able to see the wreck. It had been cast up the year
before, and had settled firmly on some rocks.

They stood on the wall and looked for the
wreck, but it was not where they had expected it.
‘It’s moved,’ said Julian, in surprise. ‘There it is,
look, on those rocks — nearer to the shore than it
was before. Poor old wreck! It’s been battered about
a good bit this last winter, hasn’t it? It looks much
more of a real wreck than it did last summer.’

‘I don’t believe we shall be able to sleep there,’
said Dick. ‘It’s dreadfully battered. We might be
able to store food there, though. Do you know, I be-
lieve we could get to it from those rocks that run
out from the island.’

‘Yes, I believe we could,” said George. ‘We
could only reach it safely by boat last summer —
but when the tide is down, I think we could climb
out over the line of rocks, right to the wreck itself.’

‘We’ll try in about an hour,’ said Julian, feel-
ing excited. ‘The tide will be off the rocks by then.’

‘Let’s go and have a look at the old well,’ said
Dick, and they made their way back to the court-
yard of the castle. Here, the summer before, they
had found the entrance to the well-shaft that ran
deep down through the rock, past the dungeons
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below, lower than the level of the sea, to fresh
water.

The children looked about for the well, and
came to the old wooden cover. They drew it
back.

‘There are the rungs of the old iron ladder I
went down last year,’ said Dick, peering in. ‘Now
let’s find the entrance to the dungeon. The steps
down into it are somewhere near here.’

They found the entrance, but to their surprise
some enormous stones had been pulled across it.
‘Who did that?’ said George, frowning. ‘We didn’t!
Someone has been here!’

‘Trippers, I suppose,’ said Julian. ‘Do you re-
member that we thought we saw a spire of smoke
here the other day? I bet it was trippers. You
know, the story of Kirrin Island, and its old castle
and dungeons, and the treasure we found in it last
year, was all in the newspapers. I expect one of the
fishermen has been making money by taking trip-
pers and landing them on our island.’

‘How dare they?’ said George, looking very
fierce. ‘I shall put up a board that says «Trespass-
ers will be sent to prison.» I won’t have strangers
on our island.’

‘Well, don’t worry about the stones pulled
across the dungeon entrance,’ said Julian. ‘I don’t
think any of us want to go down there. Look at
poor old Timmy! He’s gazing at those rabbits most
unhappily. Isn’t he funny?’

Timothy was sitting down behind the children,
looking most mournfully at the ring of rabbits all
round the weedgrown courtyard. He looked at the
rabbits and then he looked at George, then he
looked back at the rabbits.
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‘No good, Timmy,’ said George, firmly. ‘I’'m
not going to change my mind about rabbits. You’re
not to chase them on our island.’

‘I expect he thinks you're most unfair to him,’
said Anne. ‘After all, you said he might share your
quarter of the island with you — and so he thinks
he ought to have his share of your rabbits too!’

Everyone laughed. Timmy wagged his tail and
looked hopefully at George. They all walked across
the courtyard — and then Julian suddenly came to
a stop.

‘Look!’ he said in surprise, pointing to some-
thing on the ground. ‘Look! Someone has been herel
This is where they built a fire!’

Everyone gazed at the ground. There was a
heap of wood-ash there, quite evidently left from a
fire. Stamped into the ground was a cigarette end,
too. There was absolutely no doubt about it —
someone had been on the island!

‘If trippers come here I'll set Timmy on to
them!" cried George, in a fury. ‘This is our own
place, it doesn’t belong to anybody else at all. Ti-
mothy, you mustn’t chase rabbits here, but you can
chase anybody on two legs, except us! See?’

Timmy wagged his tail at once. ‘Woof!’ he said,
quite agreeing. He looked all round as if he hoped
to see somebody appearing that he could chase. But
there was no one.

‘I should think the tide is about off those rocks
by now,’ said Julian. ‘Let’s go and see. If it is we’ll
climb along them and see if we can get to the
wreck. Anne had better not come. She might slip
and fall, and the sea is raging all round the rocks.’

‘Of course I'm coming!’ cried Anne, indignant-
ly. ‘You're just as likely to fall as I am.’
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‘Well, I'll see if it looks too dangerous,’ said
Julian. They made their way over the castle wall,
down to the line of rocks that ran out seawards, to-
wards the wreck. Big waves did wash over the
rocks occasionally, but it seemed fairly safe.

‘If you keep between me and Dick, you can
come, Anne,’ said Julian. ‘But you must let us
help you over difficult parts, and not make a fuss.
We don’t want you to fall in and get washed away.’

Hhey began to make their way along the line of
rugged, slippery rocks. They tide went down even
farther as they got nearer to the wreck, and soon
there was very little danger of being washed off the
rocks. it was possible now to get right to the wreck
across the rocks — a thing they had not been able
to do the summer before.

‘Here we arel’ said Julian at last, and he put
his hand on the side of the old wreck. She was a big
ship now that they were near to her. She towered
above them, thick with shell-fish and seaweed,
smelling musty and old. The water washed round
the bottom part of her, but the top part was right
out of the water, even when the tide was at its hig-
hest.

‘She’s been thrown about a bit last winter,’ said
George, looking at her. ‘There are a lot more new
holes in her side, aren’t there? And part of her old
mast is gone, and some of the deck. How can we
get up-to her.’

‘I’ve got a rope,’ said Julian, and he undid a
rope that he had wound round his waist. ‘Half a
minute — I'll make a loop and see if I can throw it
round that post sticking out up there.’

He threw the rope two or three times, but could
not get the loop round the post. George took it from
him impatiently. At the first throw she got it
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round the post. She was very good indeed at things
like that — better than a boy in some things, Anne
thought admiringly.

She was up the rope like a monkey, and soon
stood on the sloping slippery deck. She almost
slipped, but caught at a broken piece of deck just in
time. Julian helped Anne to go up, and then the
two boys followed.

‘It’s a horrid smell, isn’t it?’ said Anne, wrin-
kling up her nose. ‘Do all wrecks smell like this? I
don’t think I'll go and look down in the cabins like
we did last time. The smell would be worse there.’

So the others left Anne up on the half-rotten
deck while they went to explore a bit. They went
down to the smelly, seaweed-hung cabins, and into
the captain’s old cabin, the biggest of the lot. But it
was quite plain that not only could they not sleep
there, but they could certainly not hope to store
anything there, either. The whole place was da: .;.
and rotten. Julian was half afraid his foot wouid_
go through the planking at any moment.

‘Let’s go up to the deck,’ he said. ‘It’s nasty
down here — awfully dark too.’

They were just going up, when they heard a
shout from Anne. ‘I say! Come here, quick! I've
found something!’

They hurried up as fast as they could, slipping
and sliding on the sloping deck. Anne was standing
where they had left her, her eyes shining brightly.
She was pointing to something on the opposite side
of the ship.

‘What is it?’ said George. ‘What’s the matter?’

‘Look — that wasn’t here when we came here
before, surely!’ said Anne, still pointing. The
others looked where she pointed. They saw an open
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locker at the other side of the deck, and stuffed
into it was a small black trunk! How extraordinary!

‘A little black trunk!’ said Julian, in surprise.
‘No — that wasn’t there before. It’s not been there
long either — it’s quite dry and new! Whoever does
it belong t0? And why should it be here?’



CHAPTER TWELVE
The cave in the cliff

Cautiously the children made their way down
the slippery deck towards the locker. The door of
this had evidently been shut on the trunk but had
come open, so that the trunk was not hidden, as
had been intended.

Julian pulled out the little black trunk. All the
children were amazed. Why should anyone put a
trunk there?

‘Smugglers, do you think?’ said Dick, his eyes
gleaming.

‘Yes — it might be,’ said Julian, thoughtfully,
trying to undo the straps of the trunk. ‘This would
be a very good place for smugglers. Ships that
knew the way could put in, cast off a boat with
smuggled goods, leave them here, and go on their
way, knowing that people could come and collect
the goods at their leisure.’

‘Do you think there are smuggled goods inside
the trunk?’ asked Anne, in excitement. ‘What
would there be? Diamonds? Silks?’

‘Anything that has a duty to be paid on it be-
fore it can get into the country,’ said Julian. ‘Blow
these straps! I can’t undo them.’

‘Let me try,” said Anne, who had very deft
little fingers. She began to work at the buckles, and
in a short time had the straps undone. But a fur-
ther disappointment awaited them. The trunk was
well and truly locked! There were two good locks,
and no keysl!
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‘Blow!’ said George. ‘How sickening! How can
we get the trunk open now?’

‘We can’t,” said Julian. ‘And we mustn’t
smash it open, because it would warn whoever it
belongs to that the goods had been found. We don’t
want to warn the smugglers that we have dis-
covered their little game. We want to try and catch
them!’

‘Ooooh!’ said Anne, going red with excitement.
‘Catch the smugglers! Oh Julian! Do you really
think we could?’

‘Why not?’ said Julian. ‘No one knows we are
here. If we hid whenever we saw a ship approach-
ing the island, we might see a boat coming to it,
and we could watch and find out what is happen-
ing. I should think that the smuggler are using
this island as a sort of dropping-place for goods. I
wonder who comes and fetches them? Someone
from Kirrin Village or the nearby places, I should
think.’

‘This is going to 'be awfully exciting,” said
Dick. ‘We always seem to have adventures when
we come to Kirrin. It’s absolutely full of them. This
will be the third one we have had.’

‘I think we ought to be getting back over the
rocks,’ said Julian, suddenly looking over the side
of the ship and seeing that the tide had turned.
‘Come on — we don’t want to be caught by the tide
and have to stay here for hours and hours! I'll go
down the rope first. Then you come, Anne.’

They were soon climbing over the rocks again,
feeling very excited. Just as they reached the last
stretch of rocks leading to-the rocky cliff of the is-
land itself, Dick stopped.

‘What'’s up?’ said George, pushing behind him.
‘Do get on!’
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‘Isn’t that a cave, just beyond that big rock
there?’ said Dick, pointing. ‘It looks awfully like
one to me. If it was, it would be a simply lovely
place to store our things in, and even to sleep in, if
it was out of reach of the sea.’

‘There aren’t any caves on Kirrin,” began
George, and then she stopped short. What Dick was
pointing at really did look like a cave. It was worth
while seeing if it was one. After all, George had
never explored this line of rocks, and so had never
been able to catch sight of the cave that lay just be-
yond. It could not possibly be seen from the land.

‘We’ll go and see,” she said. So they changed
their direction, and instead of climbing back the
way they had come, they cut across the mass of
rock and made their way towards a jutting-out part
of the cliff, in which the cave seemed to be.

They came to it at last. Steep rocks guarded the
entrance, and half hid it. Except from where Dick
had seen ‘it, it was really impossible to catch sight
of it, it was so well-hidden.

‘It is a cavel’ said Dick, in delight, stepping
into it. ‘And my, what a fine onel’

It really was a beauty. Its floor was spread
with fine white sand, as soft as powder, and per-
fectly dry, for the cave was clearly higher than the
tide reached, except, possibly in a bad winter
storm. Round one side of it ran a stone ledge.

‘Exactly like a shelf made for us!’ cried Anne,
in joy. ‘We can put all our things here. How lovely!
Let’s come and live here and sleep here. And look,
Julian — we’ve even got a skylight in the roof!’

The little girl pointed upwards, and the others
saw that the roof of the cave was open in one part,
giving on to the cliff-top itself. It was plain that
somewhere on the heathery cliff ‘above was a hole
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that looked down to the cave, making what Anne
called a ‘skylight.’

‘We could drop all our thing down through
that hole,” said Julian, quickly making plans. ‘We
would have an awful time bringing them over the
rocks. If we can find that hole up there when we
are out on the cliff again, we can let down every-
thing on a rope. It’s not a very high «skylights, as
Anne calls it, for the cliffs are low just here. I be-
lieve we could swing ourselves down a rope easily,
so that we needn’t have the bother of clambering
over the rocks to the seaward entrance we have
just come in by!’

This was a grand discovery. ‘Our island is even
more exciting that we thought,” said Anne, hap-
pily. ‘We’ve got a beautiful cave to share now!’

The next thing to do, of course, was to go up on
the cliff and find the hole that led to the roof of
the cave. So out they all went, Timmy too. Timmy
was funny on the slippery rocks. His feet slithered
about, and two or three times he fell into the
water. But he just swam across the pools he fell
into, clambered out and went on again with his
slithering.

‘He’s like George!’ said Anne, with a laugh.
‘He never gives up, whatever happens to him!’

They climbed up to the top of the cliff. It was
easy to find the hole once they knew it was there.

‘Pretty dangerous, really,” said Julian, when
he had found it, and was peering down. ‘Any one
of us might have run on this cliff and popped down
the hole by accident. See, it’s all criss-crossed with
blackberry brambles.’

They scratched their hands, trying to free the
hole from the brambles. Once they had cleared the
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hole, they could look right down into the cave quite
easily.

‘It’s not very far down.” said Anne, ‘It looks
almost as if we could jump down, if we let our-
selves slide down this hole.’

‘Don’t you don anything of the sort,” said
Julian. ‘You'd break your leg. Wait till we get a
rope fixed up, hanging down into the cave. Then
we can manage to get in and out easily.’

They went back to the boat, and began unloading
it. They took everything across to the seaward side
of the island, where the cave was. Julian took a
strong rope and knotted it thickly at intervals.

‘To give our feet a hold as we go down,’ he ex-
plained. ‘If we drop down too quickly, we’ll hurt
our hands. These knots will stop us slipping and
help us to climb up.’

‘Let me go down first, and then you can lower
all our things to me,’ said George. So down she
went, hand over hand, her feet easily finding the
thick knots, feeling for one after another. It was a
good way to go down.

‘How shall we get Timmy down?’ said Julian.
But Timothy, who had been whining anxiously at
the edge of the hole, watching George sliding away
from him, solved the difficulty himself.

He jumped into the hole and disappeared down
it! There came a shriek form below.

‘Oh! My goodness, what’s this! Oh Timmy!
Have you hurt yourself?’

The sand was very soft, like a velvet cushion and
Tim had not hurt himself at all. He gave himself a
shake and then barked joyfully. He was with George
again! He wasn’t going to have his mistress disap-
pearing down mysterious holes without following
her at once. Not Timmy!
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Then followed the business of lowering down all
the goods. Anne and Dick tied the things together in
rugs, and Julian lowered them carefully. George un-
tied the rope as soon as it reached her, took out the
goods, and then back went the rope again to be tied
round another bundle.

‘Last onel’ called Julian, after a long spell of
really hard work. ‘Then down we come too, and 1
don’t mind telling you that before we make our
beds or anything, our next job is to have a jolly
good meall It’s hours and hours since we had a
meal, and I’m starving.’

Soon they were all sitting on the warm soft floor
of the cave. They opened a tin of meat, cut huge
slices of bread and made sandwiches. Then they op-
ened a tin of pineapple chunks and ate those, spoon-
ing them out of the tin, full of sweetness and juice.
After that they still felt hungry, so they opened two
tins of sardines and dug them out with biscuits. It
made a really grand meal.

‘Ginger-pop to finish up with please,” said
Dick. ‘My word, why don’t people always have
meals like this?’

‘We'd better hurry up or we shan’t be able to
get heather for our beds,’ said George, sleepily.

‘Who wants heather?’ said Dick. ‘I don’t! This
lovely soft sand is all I shall want — and a cushion
and a rug or two. I shall sleep better here than ever
I did in bed!’

So the rugs and cushions were spread out on the
sandy floor of the cave. A candle was lighted as it
grew dark, and the four sleepy children looked at
one another. Timmy, as usual, was with George.

‘Good-night,’ said George. ‘I can’t keep awake
another minute. ‘Good-night, ev ... ery ... body ...
good ...night!’ -



CHAPTER THIRTEEN
A day on the Island

The children hardly knew where they were the
next day when they woke up. The sun was pouring
into the cave entrance, and fell first of all on
George’s sleeping face. It awoke her and she lay
half-dozing, wondering why her bed felt rather less
soft than usual.

‘But I'm not in my bed—I'm on Kirrin Island,
of course!’ she thought suddenly to herself. She sat
up and gave Anne a punch. ‘Wake up, sleepy-head!
We're on the islandl’

Soon they were all awake rubbing the sleep
from their eyes. ‘I think I'm going to get heather
‘today for my bed, after all,” said Anne. ‘The sand
feels soft at first, but it gets hard after a bit.’

The others agreed that they would all get
heather for their beds, set on the sand, with rugs
for covering. Then they would have really fine
beds.

‘It’s fun to live in a cave,’ said Dick. ‘Fancy
having a fine cave like this on our island, as well
as a castle and dungeonsl We are really very
lucky.’ ‘

‘I feel sitcky and dirty,’ said Julian. ‘Let’s go
and have a bathe before we have breakfast. Then
cold ham, bread, pickles and marmalade for me!’

‘We shall be cold after our bathe,’ said George.
‘We’d better light my little stove and put the kettle
on to boil while we’re bathing. Then we can make
some hot cocoa when we come back shivering!’
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‘Oh yes,’ said Anne, who had never boiled any-
thing on such a tiny stove before. ‘Do let’s. I'll fill
the kettle with water from one of the containers.
What shall we do for milk?’

‘There’s a tin of milk somewhere in the pile,’
said Julian. ‘We can open that. Where’s the tin-
opener?’

1t was not to be found which was most exasper-
ating. But at last Julian discovered it in his pocket,
so all was well.

The little stove was filled with methylated
spirit, and lighted. The kettle was filled and set on
top. Then the children went off to bathe.

‘Look! There’s a simply marvellous pool in the
middle of those rocks over there!’ called Julian,
pointing. ‘We’ve never spotted it before. Golly, it’s
like a small swimming-pol, made specially for us!’

‘Kirrin Swimming Pool, five pence a dip!’ said
Dick. ‘Free to the owners, though! Come on — it
looks gorgeous! And see how the waves keep wash-
ing over the top of the rocks and splashing into the
pool. Couldn’t be better!’

It really was a lovely rock-pool, deep, clear and
not too cold. The children enjoyed themselves thor-
oughly, splashing about and swimming and float-
ing. George tried a dive off one of the rocks, and
went in beautifully.

‘George can do anything in the water,’” said
Anne, admiringly. ‘I wish I could dive and swim
like George. But I never shall.’

‘We can see the old wreck nicely from here,’
said Julian, coming out of the water. ‘Blow! We
didn’t bring any towels.’

‘We’ll use one of the rugs, turn and turn
about,’” said Dick. ‘I’ll go and fetch the thinnest
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one. I say — do you remember that trunk we saw
in the wreck yesterday? Odd, wasn’t it?’

‘Yes, very odd,’ said Julian. ‘I don’t under-
stand it. We’ll have to keep a watch on the wreck
and see who comes to collect the trunk.’

‘I suppose the smugglers — if they are
smugglers — will come slinking round this side of
the island and quietly send off a boat to the wreck,’
said George, drying herself vigorously. ‘Well, we’'d
better keep a strict look-out, and see if anything
appears on the sea out there in the way of a small
steamer, boat or ship.’

‘Yes. We don’t want them to spot us,’ said
Dick. ‘We shan’t find out anything if they see us
and are warned. They’'d at once give up coming to
the island. I vote we each of us take turns at keep-
ing a look-out, so that we can spot anything at
once and get under cover.’

‘Good ideal’ said Julian. ‘Well, I'm dry, but not
very warm. Let’s race to the cave, and get that hot
drink. And breakfast — golly, I could eat a whole
chicken and probably a duck as well, to say nothing
of a turkey.’

The others laughed. They all felt the same.
They raced off to the cave, running over the sand
and climbing over a few rocks, then down to the
cave-beach and into the big entrance, still splashed
with sunshine.

The kettle was boiling away merrily, sending a
cloud of steam up from its tin spout. ‘Get the ham
out and a loaf of bread, and that jar of pickles we
brought,’ ordered Julian. ‘I’ll open the tin of milk.
George, you take the tin of cocoa and that jug, and
make enough for all of us.’

‘I’'m so terribly happy,’ said Anne, as she sat
at the entrance to the cave, eating her breakfast.
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‘It’s a lovely feeling. It’s simply gorgeous being on
our island like this, all by ourselves, able to do
what we like.’

They all felt the same. It was such a lovely day
too, and the sky and sea were so blue. They sat ea-
ting and drinking, gazing out to sea, watching the
waves break into spray over the rocks beyond the
old wreck. It certainly was a very rocky coast.

‘Let’s arrange everything very nicely in the
cave,” said Anne, who was the tidiest of the four,
and always liked to play at ‘houses’ if she could.
‘This shall be our house, our home. We’ll make
four proper beds. And we’ll each have our own
place to sit in. And we’ll arrange everything tidily
on that big stone shelf there. It might have been
made for us!’

‘We’ll leave Anne to play ¢houses» by herself,’
said George, who was longing to stretch her legs
again. ‘We’ll go and get some heather for beds.
And oh! — what about one of us keeping a watch
on the old wreck, to see who comes there?’

‘Yes — that’s important,’ said Julian at once.
‘T’ll take first watch. The best place would be up on
the cliff just above this cave. I can find a gorse
bush that will hide me all right from anyone out at
sea. You others get the heather. We will take two-
hourly watches. We can read if we like, so long as
we keep on looking up.’

Dick and George went to get the heather.
Julian climbed up the knotted rope that still hung
down through the hole, tied firmly to the great old
root of an enormous gorse bush. He pulled himself
out on the cliff and lay on the heather panting.

He could see nothing out to sea at all except for
some big steamer miles out on the sky-line. He lay
down in the sun, enjoying the warmth that poured
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into every inch of his body. This look-out job was
going to be very nicel

He could hear Anne singing down in the cave
as she tidied up her ‘house’. Her voice came up
through the cave-roof hole, rather muffled. Julian
smiled. He knew Anne was enjoying herself thor-
oughly.

So she was. She had washed the few bits of
crockery they had used for breakfast, in a most
.convenient little rain-pool outside the cave. Timmy
used it for drinking-water too, but he didn’t seem
to mind Anne using it for washing-up water,
though she apologised to him for doing so.

‘I'm sorry if I spoil your drinking water,
Timmy darling,’ she said, ‘but you are such a sen-
sible dog that I know if it suddenly tastes nasty to
you, you will go off and find another rain-pool.’

‘Woofl’ said Timmy, and ran off to meet
George, who was just arriving back with Dick,
armed with masses of soft, sweet-smelling heather
for beds.

‘Put the heather outside the cave, please
George,’ said Anne. ‘I’ll make the beds inside when
I’'m ready.’

‘Right!’ said George. ‘We’ll go and get some
more. Aren’t we having funl’

‘Julian’s gone up the rope to the top of the
cliff,” said Anne. ‘He’'ll yell if he sees anything un-
usual. I hope he does, don’t you?’

‘It would be exciting,” agreed Dick, putting
down his heather on top of Timmy, and nearly bu-
i'yx?dg him. ‘Oh sorry Timmy — are you there? Bad

uck!’

Anne had a very happy morning. She arranged
everything beautifully on the shelf — crockery and
knives and forks and spoons in one place — sauce-
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pan and kettle in another — tins of meat next,
tins of soup together, tins of fruit neatly piled on
top of one another. It really was a splendid larder
- and dresser!

She wrapped all the bread up in an old table-
cloth they had brought, and put it at the back of
the cave in the coolest place she could find. The
containers of water went there too, and so did all
the bottles of drinks.

Then the little girl set to work to make the
-beds. She decided to make two nice big ones, one on
each side of the cave.

‘George and I and Tim will have the one this
side,” she thought, busy patting down the heather
into the shape of a bed. ‘And Julian and Dick can
have the other side. I shall want lots more heather.
Oh, is that you, Dick? You’re just in time! I want
more heather.’

Soon the beds were made beautifully, and each
had an old rug for an under-blanket, and two bet-
ter rugs for covers. Cushions made pillows.

‘What a pity we didn’t bring night-things,’
thought Anne. ‘I could have folded them neatly
and put them under the cushions. Therel It all
looks lovely. We’ve got a beautiful house.’

Julian came sliding down the rope from the
cliff to the cave. He looked round admiringly. ‘My
word, Anne — the cave does look finel Everything
in i)rder and looking so tidy. You are a good little
girl.’

Anne was pleased to hear Julian’s praise,
though she didn’t like him calling her a little girl.

‘Yes, it does look nice, doesn’t itl’ she said.
‘But why aren’t you watching up on the cliff, Ju?’

‘It’s Dick’s turn now,’ said Julian. ‘The two
hours are up. Did we bring any biscuits? I feel as if
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I could do with one or two, and I bet the others
could too. Let’s all go up to the cliff-top and have
some. George and Timmy are there with Dick.’

Anne knew exactly where to put her hand on
the tin of biscuits. She took out ten and climbed up
to the cliff-top. Julian went up on the rope. Socon
all five were sitting by the big gorse-bush, niggling
at biscuits, Timmy too. At least, he didn’t nibble.
He just swallowed.

The day passed very pleasantly and rather laz-
ily. They took turns at being look-out, though
Anne was severely scolded by Julian in the after-
noon for falling asleep during her watch. She was
very ashamed of herself and cried. -

‘You’re too little to be a look-out, that’s what it
is,” said Julian. ‘We three and Timmy had better
do it.’

‘Oh, no, do let me too,” begged poor Anne. ‘I
never, never will fall asleep again. But the sun was
so hot and...”

‘Don’t make excuses,” said Julian. ‘It only
makes things worse if you do. All right — we’ll
give you another chance, Anne, and see if you are
really big enough to do the things we do.’

But though they all took their turns, and kept
a watch on the sea for any strange vessel, none ap-
peared. The children were disappointed. They did so
badly want to know who had put that trunk on the
wreck and why, and what it contained.

‘Better go to bed now,’ said Julian, when the
sun sank low. ‘It’s about nine o’clock. Come onl
I’m really looking forward to a sleep on those love-
ly heathery beds that Anne has made so nicely!’



CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Disturbance in the night

It was dark in the cave, not really quite
dark enough to light a tandle, but the cave
looked so nice by candlelight that it was fun
to light one. So Anne took down the candle-
stick and lighted the candle. At once queer
shadows jumped all round the cave, and it be-
came a rather exciting place, not at all like
the cave they knew by daylight!

‘T wish we could have a fire,’ said Anne.

‘We’d be far too hot,” said Julian. ‘And it
would smoke us out." You can’t have a fire in a
cave like this. There’s no chimney.’

‘Yes, there is,’ said Anne, pointing to the hole
in the roof. ‘If we lighted a fire just under that
hole, it would act as a chimney, wouldn’t it?’

‘It might,” said Dick, thoughtfully. ‘But I
don’t think so. We’d simply get the cave full of
stifling smoke, and we wouldn’t be able to sleep for
choking.’ ‘

‘Well, couldn’t we light a fire at the cave en-
trance then?’ said Anne who felt that a real home
ought to have a fire somewhere. ‘Just to keep away
wild beasts, sayl That’s what the people of old
times did. It says so in my history book. They
lighted fires at the cave entrance at night to keep
away any wild animal that might be prowling
around.’

‘Well, what wild beasts do you think are likely
to come and peep into this cave?’ asked Julian, laz-
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ily, finishing up a cup of cocoa. ‘Lions? Tigers? Or
perhaps you are afraid of an elephant or two.’

Everyone laughed. ‘No — I don’t really think
animals like that would come,’ said Anne. ‘Only —
it would be nice to have a red, glowing fire to watch
when we go to sleep.’

‘Perhaps Anne thinks the rabbits might come
in and nibble our toes or something,’ said Dick.

. ‘Woof!’ said Tim, pricking up his ears as he al-
ways did at the mention of rabbits.

‘I don’t think we ought to have a fire,’ said
Julian, ‘because it might be seen out at sea and
give a warning to anyone thinking of coming to the
island to do a bit of smuggling.’

‘Oh no, Julian — the entrance to this cave is so
well-hidden that I'm sure no one could see a fire
out to sea,” said George, at once. ‘There’s that line
of high rocks in front, which must hide it com-
pletely. I think it would be rather fun to have a
fire. It would light up the cave so queerly and ex-
citingly.’

‘Oh good, Georgel’ said Anne, delighted to find
someone agreeing with her.

‘Well, we can’t possibly fag out and get sticks
for it now,’ said Dick, who was far too comfortable
to move.

‘You don’t need to,” said Anne, eagerly. ‘I got
plenty myself today, and stored them at the back of
the cave, in case we wanted a fire.’

‘Isn’t she a good little house-wifel’ said Julian,
in great admiration. ‘She may go to sleep when
she’s look-out, but she’s wide-awaké enough when
it comes to making a house for us out of a cavel All
right, Anne — we’ll make a fire for you!’

They all got up and fetched the sticks
form the back of the cave. Anne had been to
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the jackdaw tower and had picked up armfuls
that the birds had dropped when making
their nests in the tower. They built them up
to make a nice little fire. Julian got some
dried seaweed too, to drop into it.

They lighted the fire at the cave-entrance, and
the dry sticks blazed up at once. The children went
back to their heather-beds, and lay down on them,
watching the red flames leaping and crackling. The
red glow lit up the cave and made it very weird and
exciting.

‘This is lovely,’ said Anne, half-asleep. ‘Really
lovely. Oh Timmy, move a bit do. You’re so heavy
on my feet. Here, George, pull Timothy over to
your side. You’re used to him lying on you.’

‘Good-night,’ said Dick, sleepily. ‘The fire is
dying down, but I can’t be bothered to put any
more wood on it. I'm sure all the lions and tigers
and bears and elephants have been frightened
away.’

‘Sillyl’ said Anne. ‘You needn’t tease me about
it — you’ve enjoyed it as much as I havel Good-
night.’

They all fell asleep and dreamed peacefully of
many things. Julian awoke with a jump. Some
queer noise had awakened him. He lay still, listen-
ing.

Timothy was growling deeply, right down in
his throat. ‘R-r-r-r-r-r-r,” he went. ‘Gr-r-r-r-r-r-r-
r-rl’

George awoke too, and put out her hand sleep-
ily. ‘What’s the matter, Tim?’ she said.

‘He’s heard something, George,’ said Julian, in
a low voice from his bed on the other side of the
cave.
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George sat up cautiously. Timmy was still
growling. ‘Sh!’ said George and he stopped. He was
sitting up straight, his ears well cocked.

‘Perhaps it’s the smugglers come in the night,’
whispered George, and a funny prickly feeling ran
down her back. Somehow smugglers in the day
time were rather exciting and quite welcome — but
at night they seemed different. George didn’t at all
want to meet any just then!

‘I'm going out to see if I can spy anything,’
said Julian, getting off his bed quietly, so as not to
wake Dick. ‘I’ll go up the rope to the top of the
cliff. I can see better from there.’

‘Take my torch,’ said George. But Julian didn’t
want it.

‘No, thanks. I can feel the way up that knotted
rope quite well, whether I can see or not,” he said.

He went up the rope in the dark, his body
twisting round as the rope turned. He climbed up
on to the cliff and looked out to sea. It was a very
dark night, and he could see no ship at all, not
even the wreck. It was far too dark.

‘Pity there’s no moon,” thought Julian. ‘I
might be able to see something then.’

he watched for a few minutes, and then
George’s voice came through the hole in the roof,
coming out queerly at his feet.

) ‘Julian! Is there anything to see? Shall I come’
up?’ '

‘Nothing at all,” said Julian. ‘Is Timmy still
growling?’

‘Yes, when I take my hand off his collar,” said
George. ‘I can’t imagine what’s upset him.’

Suddenly Julian caught sight of something. It
was a light, a good way beyond the line of rocks.
He watched in excitement. That would be just
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about where the wreck wasl Yes — it must be some-
one on the wreck with a lantern!

‘Georgel Come up!’ he said, putting his head in-
side the hole. )

George came up, hand over hand, like a
monkey, leaving Timothy growling below. She
sat by Julian on the cliff-top. ‘See the
wreck — look, over there!l’ said Julian. ‘At
least, you can’'t see the wreck itself, it’s too
dark — but you can see a lantern that some-
one has put there.’

‘Yes — that’s someone on our wreck, with a
lantern!’ said George, feeling excited. ‘Oh, I wonder
if it’'s the smugglers — coming to bring more
things.’

““Or somebody fetching that trunk,’ said Julian.
‘Well, we’ll know tomorrow, for we’ll go and see.
Look! — whoever is there is moving off now — the
light of the lantern is going lower — they must be
getting into a boat by the side of the wreck. And
now the light’s gone out.’

The children strained their ears to hear if they
could discover the splash of oars or the sound of
voices over the water. They both thought they
could hear voices.

‘The boat must have gone off to join a ship or
something,’ said Julian. ‘I believe I can see a faint
light right out there — out to sea, look! Maybe the
boat is going to it.’

There was nothing more to see or hear, and
soon the two of them slid down the knotted rope
back to the cave. They didn’t wake the others, who
were still sleeping peacefully. Timothy leapt up and
licked Julian and George, whining joyfully. He did
not growl any more.
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‘You’re a good dog, aren’t you?’ said Julian,
patting him. ‘Nothing ever escapes your sharp
ears, does it?’

Timothy settled down on George's feet again. It
was plain that whatever it was that had disturbed
him had gone. It must have been the presence of
the stranger or strangers on the old wreck. Well,
they would go there in the morning and see if they
could discover what had been taken away or
brought there in the night.

Anne and Dick were most indignant the next
morning when they heard Julian’s tale. ‘You might
have waked us!’ said Dick, crossly. .

‘We would have if there had been anything
much to see,’ said George. ‘But there was only just
the light from a lantern, and nothing else except
that we thought we heard the sound of voices.’

When the tide was low enough the children and
‘Timothy set off over the rocks to the wreck. They
clambered up and stood on the slanting, slippery
deck. They looked towards the locker where the
little trunk had stood. The door of the locker was
shut this time.

Julian slid down towards it and tried to pull it
open. Someone had stuffed a piece of wood in to
keep the locker from swinging open. Julian pulled
it out. Then the door opened easily.

‘Anything else in there?’ said George, stepping
carefully over the slimy deck to Julian.

‘Yes,’said Julian. ‘Look! Tins of food! And cups
and plates and things — just as if someone was
going to come and live on the island tool Isn’t it
funny? The trunk is still here too, locked as before.
And here are some candles — and a little lamp —
and a bundle of rags. Whatever are they here for?’
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It really was a puzzle. Julian frowned for a few
minutes, truing to think it out.

‘It looks as if someone is going to come and
stay on the island for a bit — probably to wait
there and take in whatever goods are going to be
smuggled. Well — we shall be on the look- out for
them, day or night!’

They left the wreck, feeling excited. They had a
fine hiding-place in their cave — no one could
possibly find them there. And, form their hiding-
place they could watch anyone coming to and from
the wreck, and, from the wreck, to the island.

‘What about our cove, where we put our boat?’
said George, suddenly. ¢ They might use that cove,
you know — if they came in- a boat. It’s rather
dangerous to reach the island from the wreck, if
anyone tried to get to the rocky beach near-by.’

‘Well — if anyone came to our cove, they’d see
our boat,’ said Dick, in alarm. ‘We’d better hide it,
hadn’t we?’

‘How?’ said Anne, thinking that it would be a
difficult thing to hide a boat as bigas theirs.

‘Don’t know,’ said Julian. ‘We’ll go and have a
look.’

All four and Timmy went off to the cove into
which they had rowed their boat. The boat was
pulled high up, out of reach of the waves. George
explored the cove well, and then had an idea. ‘Do
you think we could pull the boat round this big
rock? It would just about hide it, though anyone
going round the rock would see it at once.’

The others thought it would be worth while
trying, anyway. So, with much panting and puf-
fing, they hauled the boat round the rock, which
almost completely hid her.
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‘Good!’ said George, going down into the cove to
see if very much of the boat showed. ‘A bit of her
does show still. Let’s drape it with seaweed!’

So they draped the prow of the boat with all the
gseaweed they could find at hand, and after that,
unless anyone went deliberately round the big rock,
the boat really was not noticeable at all.

‘Good!’ said Julian, looking at his watch. ‘I
say — it’s long past tea-time — and, you know,
while we’ve been doing all this with the boat, we
quite forgot to have someone on the look-out post
on the cliff-top. What idiots we arel’

‘Well, I don’t expect anything has happened
since we've been away from the cave,’ said Dick,
putting a fine big bit of seaweed on the prow of the
boat, as a last touch. ‘I bet the smugglers will only
come at night.’

‘I dare say you’re right,’ said Julian. ‘I think
we’d better keep a look-out at night, too. The look-
o}tlxt could take rugs up to the cliff-top and curl up
there.’

‘Timmy could be with whoever is keeping
watch,” said Anne, ‘Then if the look-out goes to
sleep by mistake, Timmy would growl and wake
them up if he saw anything.’

‘You mean, when you go to sleep,’ said Dick,
grinning. ‘Come on — let’s get back to the cave and
have some tea.’

And then Timothy suddenly began to growl
again!



CHAPTER FIFTEEN
‘Who is on the island?

‘Sh!’ said Julian, at once. ‘Get down behind this
bush, quick, everyone!’

They had left the cove and were walking to-
wards the castle when Timmy growled. Now they
all crouched behind a mass of brambles, their
hearts beating fast.

‘Don’t growl, Timmy,” said George, in Ti-
mothy’s nearest ear. He stopped at once, but he
stood stiff and quivering, on the watch.

Julian peeped through the bush, parting
the brambles and scratching his hands. He
could just see somebody in the courtyard —
one person — two persons — maybe three. He
strained his eyes to try and see, but even as
he looked, they disappeared.

‘I believe they’ve moved those big stones over
the entrance to the dungeons, and have gone down
there,’ he whispered. ‘Stay here, and I'll creep out
a bit and see. I won’t let anyone spot me.’

He came back and nodded. ‘Yes — they’ve gone
down the dungeons. Do you think they can be the
smugglers? Do you.suppose they are storing their
smuggled goods down there? It would be a marvel-
lous place, of course.’

‘Let’s get back to the cave while they are
underground,’ said George. ‘I’'m so afraid Timmy
will give the game away by barking. He’s just bur-
sting himself trying not to make some sort of
noise.’
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‘Come on, then!’ said Julian. ‘Don’t go across
the courtyard — make for the shore and we'll
scramble round it till we get to the cave. Then one
of us can pop up through the hole and hide behind
that big gorse-bush there to see who the smugglers
are. They must have come in by boat either from
the wreck, or by rowing cleverly through the rocks
off-shore.’

They got to the cave at last and went in. But no
sooner had Julian shinned.up the rope, helped by
the others, than Timothy disappeared! He ran out
of the cave while the others’ backs were turned,
and when George turned round there was no
Timmy to be seen! .

‘Timmy!’ she called in a low voice ‘Timmy!
Where are you?’

But no answer came! timmy had gone off on
his own. If only the smugglers didn’t see him!
What a bad dog he was to do that!

But Timmy had smelt something exciting — he
had smelt a smell he knew — a dog-smell — and he
meant to find the owner of it and bite off his ears
and taill ‘Gr-r-r-r-r-rl’ Timmy was not going to
allow dogs on his island!

Julian sat close beside the gorse-bush, watch-
ing all round. There was nothing to be seen on the
wreck, and there was no ship out to sea. Probably
the boat that had brought the strangers to the is-
land was hidden down below among the rocks.
Julian looked behind him, towards the castle —
and even as he looked, he saw an astonishing sight!

A dog was sniffing about the bushes not far
away — and creeping up behind him, all his hack-
les up, was Timothy! Timothy was stalking the dog
as if he were a cat stalking a rabbit! The other dog
suddenly heard him and leapt round, facing Ti-
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mothy. Timmy flung himself on the dog with a
blood-curdling howl, and the dog howled in fright.

Julian watched in horror, not knowing what to
do. The two dogs made a fearful noise, especially
the other dog whose howls of terror and yelps of
rage resounded everywhere.

‘This will bring the smuggler up, and they
will see timmy and know there’s someone on
the island,” thought Julian. ‘Oh, blow you,
Timmy! — why didn’t you stay with George
and keep quiet?’

From the walls of the ruined castle came
three figures, running pell-mell to see what
was happening to their dog — and Julian
stared at them in the very greatest amazement
— for the three people were no other than Mr
Stick, mrs Stick and Edgar!

‘Golly!’ said Julian, crawling round the bush to
get to the hole quickly. ‘They’ve come after us!
Tney’ve guessed we’ve gone here and they’ve come
to look for us, the beasts, to make us go back! Well,
they won’t find us! But oh, what a pity Timmy’s
given the show awayl’

There came a shrill whistle from down below
him. It was George, who, hearing the row from the
dogs, was feeling worried, and had sent out her
piercing whistle for Timmy. It was a whistle the
dog always obeyed, and he let go his hold of the dog
and shot off to the cliff-top at once, just as the
three Sticks arrived on the scene, and picked up
their bleeding, whining mongrel.

Edgar tore after Timmy, up to the cliff-top.
Julian dropped down to the cave when he spotted
Edgar appearing. Timmy ran to the hole and
dropped bodily down, landing almost on top of
Julian. He flung himself on George.
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‘Shut up, shut up!’ said- George, in an urgent
whisper to the excited dog. ‘Do you want to give
our hiding-place away, you idiot?’

Edgar, panting and puffing, arrived on the
cliff-top, and was completely amazed to see Ti-
mothy apparently disappear into the solid earth.
He hunted about for a bit, but it was clear that the
dog was no longer on the cliff.

Mr and Mrs Stick came up too. ‘Where did that
dog go?’ shouted Mrs Stick. ‘What was he like?’

‘He looked awfully like that horrible dog of the
children’s,’ said Edgar. His voice could clearly be
heard by everyone down in the cave. The children
kept as quiet as mice.

‘But it couldn’t bel’ came Mrs Stick’s voice.
‘The children have gone home — we saw them, and
the dog too, making off towards the railway. It
must be some sort of stray dog left here by a trip-
per.’

‘Well, where is he, then?’ said Mr Stick’s
hoarse voice. ‘Can’t see no dog anywhere about
now.’

‘He disappeared into the earth,’ said Edgar, in
a surprised voice.

Mr Stick made a rude and scornful noise. ‘You
tell lovely tales, you do,” he said. ‘Disappeared into
the earth! What next? Fell over the cliff, I should
think. Well, he got his teeth into poor Tinker good
and proper. My word, if I see that dog, I'll shoot
him!’

‘He might have some hiding-place about this
cliff,” said Mrs Stick. ‘Let’s have a look!’

The children sat as quiet as mice. George with a
warning hand on Timmy’s collar. They could hear
that the Sticks were really very near. Julian ex-
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pected one of them to fall down the hole at any mo-
ment!

But mercifully they didn’t happen on the hole
that led down to the cave. They stood quite near to
it, though, while they were discussing the problem.

‘If it’s the children’s dog, then those tiresome
kids must have come to this island, instead of
going home,’ said Mrs Stick. ‘That would upset our
plan all right! We shall have to find out. I'll have
no peace till I know.’

‘We can soon find out,’ said Mr Stick. ‘No need
to worry about that. Their boat will be here some-
where — and they’ll all be about, too! It’s im-
possible for four children, a dog and a boat to be
hidden on this small island once anyone starts
hunting for them! Edgar, you go round that way.
Clara, you get along round about the castle. They
may be hiding somewhere in the ruins. I’ll have a
look about here.’ .

The children crouched together in the cave.
How they hoped that their boat would not be found!
How they hoped that no one would find any traces
of them at alll Timmy growled softly, wishing that
he could go and find that Stinker-dog again! It had
been lovely to bite his ears hard.

Edgar was half-scared of finding the.child-
ren, and a good deal more scared of coming
up against Timmy somewhere. So he did not
make much of a search for either the children
or the boat. He went into the cove where the
boat had been pulled up, and although he saw
traces where the vessel had been hauled up,
barely smoothed out by the sea-water at high-
tide, he did not notice the seaweedy prow of
the boat sticking out round the rock behind
which it was hidden.
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‘Nothing here!l’ he called to his mother, who
was going round and about the ruins, looking into
every likely nook. But she found nothing either,
and neither did Mr Stick.

‘Couldn’t have been the children’s dog,’ said
Mr Stick, at last. ‘They’d be here if he was, and so
would their boat, but there’s no sign of them at all.
That dog must have been some wild stray. Have to
look out for him, no doubt about is. Gone wild, I
should think.’

The children relaxed after about an hour,
thinking that the Sticks must have given up look-
ing for them. They boiled the kettle to make some
tea, and Anne began to cut some sandwiches.
Timmy was tied up in case he wandered out again
to look for Stinker.

They ate their tea quietly, not speaking above a
whisper. ‘The Sticks haven’t come here to*look for
us, after all,” said Julian. ‘It’s quite plain from
what they said that they thought we had gone to
catch the train home, taking George and Timmy
with us.’ '

‘Then what are they here for?’ demanded
George, fiercely. ‘It’s our island! They’ve no right
here. Let’s go and turn them off! They’re scared of
Timmy. We'll take him with us and say we’ll set
him on to them if they don’t clear out.’

‘No, George,’ said Julian. ‘Do be sensible. We
don’t want them rushing off and telling your
father we are here, or he may lose his temper and
come flying home to order us back. And — there’s
another thing I've thought of.’

‘What?’ asked the others, seeing Julian’s eyes
gleam in the way they did when he had an idea.

‘Well,” said Julian, ‘don’t you think it’s
possible that the Sticks are something to do with
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the smugglers? Don’t you think they may come
here to take off smuggled goods, or to hide them
till they can take them off in safety? Mr Stick is a
sailor, isn’t he? He would know all about
smuggling. I bet he’s in the pay of the smugglers
all right.’

‘I believe you’re right!’ said George, in excite-
ment. ‘Well — we’ll wait till the Sticks have gone,
and then we'll go down into the dungeons and see
if they’ve hidden anything therel We’ll find out
their little game and stop itl It will be terribly
thrilling, won’t it?’



CHAPTER SIXTEEN
The Sticks get a fright

But the Sticks didn’t gol The children peeped out
of the spy-hole at the top of the cave-roof every
now and again, and saw one or other of the Sticks.
The evening went on and it began to be dark. Still
the Sticks didn’t go. Julian ran down to the nearby
shore and discovered a small boat there. So the
Sticks had managed to find their way round the is-
land, rowed near the wreck, maybe landed on it
too, and then come to the shore, cleverly avoiding
the rocks they might strike against.

‘It looks as if the Sticks have come to stay for
the night,’ said Julian, gloomily. ‘This is going to
spoil our stay here, isn’t it? We rush away here to
escape from the Sticks — and lo and behold! the
Sticks are on top of us again. It’s too bad.’

‘Let’s frighten them,’ said George, her eyes
shining by the light of the one candle in the cave.

‘What do you mean?’ said Dick, cheering up.
He always liked George’s ideas, mad as they some-
times were.

‘Well, I suppose they must be living down in
one of the dungeon rooms, mustn’t they?’ said
George. ‘There is no place in the ruins to live in
proper shelter, or we’d be there ourselves — and
the only other place is down in the dungeons. I
wouldn’t care to sleep there myself, but I don’t
suppose the Sticks would mind.’

;Well, what about it?’ said Dick. ‘What’s your
idea?’
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‘Couldn’t we creep down, and do a bit of shou-
tiing, so that the echoes start up all round?’ said
George. ‘You know how frightening we found the
echoes when we first went down into the dungeons.
We only had to say one or two words, and the
echoes began saying them over and over again
shouting them back at us.’

‘Oh yes, I remember,’ said Anne. ‘And wasn’t
Timmy frightened when he barked! The echoes
barked back at him, and he thought there were
thousands of dogs hiding down therel He was aw-
fully frightened.’

‘It’s a good idea,’ said Julian. ‘Serve the Sticks
right for coming to our island like this! If we can
frighten them away, that would be one up to usl
Let’s do it.’

‘What about Timothy?’ said Anne. ‘Hadn’t we
better leave him behind?’

‘No. He can come and stand at the dungeon en-
trance to guard it for us,’ said George. ‘Then if any
of the real smugglers happened to come, Timmy
could give us warning. I’'m not going to leave him
behind.’

*Come on, then, let’s go now!’ said Julian. ‘It
would be a fine trick to play. It's quite.dark, but
I've got my torch, and as soon as we are certain
that the Sticks are down in the dungeons, we can
start to play our joke.’

There was no sign or sound of the Sticks any-
where about. No light of fire or candle was to be
seen, no sound of voices to be heard. Either they
had gone, or they were below in the dungeons. The
stones had been taken from the entrance, so the
children felt sure they were down there.

‘Now Timmy, you stay quite still and quiet
here,” whispered George to Timmy. ‘Bark if anyone
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comes, but not unless. We’re going down into the
dungeons.’

‘I think perhaps I'll stay up here with Ti-
mothy,’ said Anne, suddenly. She didn’t like the
dark look of the dungeon entrance. ‘You see,
George — Timmy might be frightened or lonely up
here by himself.’

The others chuckled. They knew Anne was
frightened. Julian squeezed her arm. ‘You stay
here, then,’ he said, kindly. ‘You keep old Timmy
company.’

Then Julian, George and Dick went down the
long flight of steps that led into the deep old dun-
geons of Kirrin Castle. They had been there the
summer before, when they had been seeking for
lost treasure; now here they were again!

They crept down the steps and came to the
many cellars or dungeons cut out of the rock below
the castle. There were scores of those, some big and
some small, queer, damp underground rooms in
which, maybe, unhappy prisoners had been kept in
the olden days.

The children crept down the dark passages.
Julian had a piece of white chalk with him, and
drew a chalk-line here and there on the rocky walls
as he went, so that he might easily find the way
back.

Suddenly they heard voices and saw a light.
They stopped and whispered softly together in each
other’s ears.

‘They’re in that room where we found the
treasure last year! That’s where they’re camping
out! What noises shall we make?’

‘T’ll be a cow,’ said Dick. ‘I can moo awfully
like a cow. I'll be a cow.’

317



‘I’ll be a sheep,’ said Julian. ‘George, you be a
horse. You can whinny and hrrrumph just like a
horse. Dick, you begin!’

So Dick began. Hidden behind a rocky pillar, he
opened his mouth and mooed dolefully, like a cow
in pain. At once the echoes took up the mooing,
magnified it, sent it along all the underground pas-
sages, till it seemed as if a thousand cows had wan-
dered there and were mooing together.

‘Moo — 00 — 0o — 00000000, 000 — 00 —
MOOO0000r

The Sticks listened in amazement and fright at
the sudden awful noise.

‘What is it, Ma?’ Said Edgar, almost in tears.
Stinker crouched at the back of the cave, terrified.

‘It’s cows,” said Mr Stick, amazed. ‘Them
there’s cows. Can’t you hear the moos? But how
did cows get to be here?’

‘Nonsense!’ said Mrs Stick, recovering herself a
little. ‘Cows down these caves! You’re mad! You'll
be telling me there’s sheep next!’

It was funny that she should have said that,
for Julian chose that moment to begin baa-ing like
a flock of sheep. His one long, bleating ‘baa-baa-
aa-aa’ was taken up by the echoes at once, and it
seemed suddenly as if hundreds of poor lost shepp
‘were baa-ing their way down the dungeons!

Mr Stick jumped to his feet, as white as a
sheet.

‘Well, if it isn’t sheep now!’ he said. ‘What’s
up? What’s in these’ ere dungeons? I never did like
them.’

‘Baa-aa-AAAAAAAAAA!I went the mournful
bleats all round and about. And then George
started her whinnying and neighing, just like an
impatient horse. The little girl tossed her head in
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the darkness and hrrrumphed exactly like a horse
and then she stamped with her foot, and at once
the echoes stamped too, sending the whinnying and
neighing and stamping into Sticks’ cave twenty
times louder than George had made them.

Poor Stinker began to whine pitifully. He was
frightened almost out of his life. He pressed him-
self against the floor as if he would like to disap-
pear into it. Edgar clutched his mother’s arm.
‘Let’s go up,’” he said. ‘I can’t stay here. There’s
hundreds of sheep and horses and cows roaming
these dungeons, you can hear them. They’re not
real, but they’ve got voices and hoofs, and I'm
scared of them.’

Mr Stick went to the door of the room they
were in, and shouted loudly.

‘Get out, youl! Clear out! Whoever you arel’

George giggled. Then she shouted out in a very
deep, hoarse voice.

‘Be-ware!” And the echoes thundered out all
round.

“Ware!” Ware! *Ware-are-are!’

Mr Stick went back quickly into the cave-room,
and lighted another candle. He shut the big wooden
door that led into the room. His hands were shak-
ing.

‘Queer goings-on,” he said ‘Shan’t stay here
much longer if we get this kind of thing happening
every night.’

Julian, Dick and George were now in such a
state of giggle that they could not imitate any more
cows, horses or sheep. Ggorge did begin to be a pig,
and gave such a realistic snort and grunt that Dick
nearly died of laughing. The snorts and grunts
were echoed everywhere.
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‘Come out’ gasped Julian, at last. ‘I shall burst
with trying not to laugh. Come out!’

‘Come out!’ whispered the echoes. ‘Come out,
out, out!’

They stumbled out, stuffing hankies into their
mouths as they went, following Julian’s chalk-
marks easily by the light of his torch. It was im-
possible to take the wrong passage if they followed
his guiding-lines.

They sat on the dungeon steps with Anne and
Timmy, and choked with laughter as they related
all they had done. ‘We heard old Stick yelling to us
to clear out,’ said George, ‘and he sounded scared
stiff. As for Stinker, we never heard even the
smallest growl from him. I bet the Sticks will clear
off tomorrow after this! It must have given them a
most terrible fright.’

‘Oh, that was grand!’ said Julian. ‘It was a pity
I began to laugh. I was just feeling I might trum-
pﬁt llike an elephant next. The echoes would like
that!’

‘Funny the Sticks all staying on the island like
this,” said Dick, thoughtfully. ‘They’ve left kirrin
Cottage — but they're not looking for us. They must
be in league with the smugglers all right. Perhaps
that’s why Mrs Stick took the job with your mother,
George — to be near the island when the time
came — when the smugglers wanted their help.’

‘We could really go back to Kirrin cottage,
couldn’t we?’ said Anne, who, much as she loved
the island, was not nearly so keen on it now that
the Sticks were there.

‘Go back! Leave an adventure just when it’s be-
ginningl’ said George, scornfully. ‘How silly you
are, Anne. Go back if you want to — but I'm sure
nobody will go with you.’
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‘Oh, Anne will stay with us all right,” said
Julian, knowing that Anne would feel hurt at the
suggestion she should leave them. ‘It will be the
Sticks who have to go, don’t worry!’

‘Let’s go back to the cave,’” said Anne,
thinking longingly of its safety and bright
little candle. They got up and made their way
across the courtyard to the little wall that ran
round the castle. They climbed over it and
turned their steps to the cliff. Julian switched
on his torch when he thought it was safe, for
it was impossible to see clearly in the dark,
and he did not want any of them to fall down
the hole, instead of climbing down properly by
the rope.

Julian stood by the hole at last, shining his
torch so that the others might climb down the rope
in safety, one by one. He glanced up, looking over
the dark sea, as he stood there, and then stared in-
tently.

There was a light out to sea, and it was signall-
ing. It must have seen his torchlight! Julian
watched, wondering if it was a ship that was sig-
nalling, and how far out it was, and why it was
signalling.

‘Perhaps they’re going to put more stuff into
the old wreck for the Sticks to find,’ he thought. ‘1
wonder if they are. How I'd like to find out — but
it would be dangerous to go there in daylight in
case the Sticks see us.’

The signalling went on for a long time, as if a
message was being flashed. Julian could not for the
life of him make out what it was. It simply looked
like the flash-flash-flash of a lantern to him. But
it must mean a signal or message of some sort to
the Sticks.
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‘Well, they won’t get it tonight!” thought
Julian, with a chuckle, when at last the signalling
stopped. ‘I rather think the Stick family will stay
where they are tonight, too scared of sheep and
cows and horses rushing about in those dungeons!’

Julian was quite right — the Sticks did stay
where they werel Nothing would get them out of
their underground room till morning.



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
A shock for Edgar

The children slept well that night, and as Ti-
mothy did not growl at all, they were sure that
nothing important could have happened. They had
a fine breakfast of tongue, tinned peaches, bread
and butter, golden syrup and ginger-beer.

‘That’s the end of the ginger-beer, I'm afraid,’
said Julian, regretfully. ‘I must say ginger-beer is
a gorgeous drink — seems to go with simply every-
thing.’

‘That was the nicest meal I've ever had,’ said
Anne. ‘It really was. We do have lovely meals on
Kirrin Island. I wonder if the Sticks are having
nice meals too.’

‘You bet they are!’ said Dick. ‘I expect they
have ransacked Aunt Fanny’s cupboards and taken
the best they can find.’

‘Oh, the beasts!’ said George, her eyes flashing.
‘I never thought of that — they may have robbed
the house and taken all kinds of things.’

‘They probably have,” said Julian, and he
frowned. ‘I say, I never thought of that, somehow.
How awful, George, if your mother came back,
feelixllg ill and weak, and found half her belongings
gonel’

‘Oh dear!’ said Anne, dismayed. ‘George,
wouldn’t that be dreadful?’

‘Yes,” said George, looking very angry. ‘I
would believe anything of those Sticks! If they have
the cheek to come to our island and live here,
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they’ve the cheek to steal from my mother’s house.
I wish we could find out.’

They could have brought quite a lot of things
away in their boat,” said Julian. ‘They must have
come here by boat. If they did bring stolen goods,
they must have put them somewhere — down in
the dungeons, I suppose.’

‘We might have a look round and see if we can
spy anything, without the Sticks seeing us,’ sug-
gested Dick.

‘Let’s have a look round now,’” said George,
who always liked doing things at once. ‘Anne, you
do the washing up and tidy our cave-house for us,
will you?’

Anne was torn between wanting to go with the
others, and longing to play ‘house’ again. She did
so love arranging everything and making the beds
and tidying up the cave. In the end she said she
would stay and the others could go.

So up the rope they went. Timothy stayed with
Anne, because they were afraid he might bark.
Anne tied him up, and he whined a little, but did
not make a terrible noise.

The other three lay flat on the cliff-top, looking
down on the ruined castle. There seemed to be no
one about, but, even as they watched, the three
Sticks appeared, apparently coming up from the
dungeons. They seemed glad to be in the sunshine,
and the children were not surprised, for the dun-
geons were so cold and dark.

The Sticks looked all round. Stinker kept close
to Mrs Stick, his tail well down.

‘They’re looking for the cows and sheep and
horses they heard down in the dungeons last
night!” whispered Dick to Julian.
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The Sticks spoke together for a minute or two,
and then went off in the direction of the shore that
faced the wreck. Edgar went to the room in which
the children had first planned to sleep — the one
whose roof had fallen in.

‘I'm going to stalk the two Sticks,” whis-
pered Julian to the others. ‘You two see what
Edgar is up to.’

Julian disappeared, keeping behind bushes as
he watched where the Sticks went, and followed
them. George and Dick went cautiously and quietly
over the cliff to the castle in the middle of the little
island. They could hear Edgar whistling. Stinker
was running about the courtyard of the castle.

Edgar appeared out of the ruined room, car-
rying a pile of cushions, which had evidently been
stored there. George went red with rage and
clutched Dick’s arm fiercely.

‘Mother’s best cushions!l’ she whispered. ‘Oh,
the beasts!’

Dick felt angry too. It was quite plain that the
Sticks had helped themselves to anything handy
when they had left Kirrin Cottage. He picked up a
clod of earth, took careful aim, and flung it into
the air. It fell between Edgar and Stinker, breaking
into a shower of earth.

Edgar dropped the cushions, and looked up into
the air in fright. It was plain that he thought
something had fallen from the sky. George picked
up another clod, took aim, and flung it high into
the air. It fell all over Stinker, and the dog gave a
yelp, and scuttled down the hole that led into the
dungeons.

Edgar looked up into the sky and then all
round and about him, his mouth wide open. What
could be happening? Dick waited until he was look-
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ing in the opposite direction, and then once more
sent a big clod into the air. It fell into bits and
scattered itself all over the startled Edgar.

Then Dick gave one of his realistic moos, exact-
ly like a cow in pain, and Edgar stood rooted to the
spot, almost frightened out of his skin. Those cows
again! Where were they?

Dick mooed again, and Edgar gave a vyell,
found his feet, and almost fell down the dungeon
steps. He disappeared with a dismal howl, leaving
behind all the cushions on the ground.

‘Quick!’ said Dick, jumping to his feet. ‘He
won’t be back for a few minutes, anyhow. He’ll be
too scared. Let’s grab the cushions and bring them
here. I don’t see why the Sticks should use them
down in those awful old dungeons.’

The two children raced to the courtyard, picked
up the cushions and raced back to their hiding-
place. Dick looked across to the room where Edgar
had brought them from.

‘What about slipping across there and seeing
what else they’ve stored away?’ he said. ‘I don’t
see why they should be allowed to have anything
that isn’t theirs.’

‘I’ll go across, and you keep watch by the dun-
geon entrance,’ said George. ‘You’ve only got to moo
again if you see Edgar, and he'll run for miles.’

‘Right,’ said Dick, with a grin, and went-swift-
ly to the flight of steps that led underground to the
dungeons. There was no sign of Edgar at all, nor of
Stinker.

George went to the ruined room and gazed
round in anger. Yes, the Sticks certainly had
helped themselves to her mother’s tings, no doubt
about that! There were blankets and silver and all
kinds of food. Mrs Stick must have gone into the
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big cupboard under the stairs and taken out vari-
ous things stored there for weekly use.

George rant to Dick. ‘There are heaps of our
things!’ she said, in a fierce whisper. ‘Come and
help me to get them. We’ll see if we can take them
all before Edgar appears, or the Sticks come back.’

Just as they were whispering together, they
heard a low whistle. They looked round, and saw
Julian coming along. He joined them.

‘The Sticks have rowed off to the wreck,’” he
said. ‘They’ve got an old boat somewhere down
among those rocks. Old Pa Stick must be a good
sailor to be able to take the boat in and out of those
awful hidden rocks.’ '

‘Oh, then we’ve got time to do what we want to
do,’ said Dick, pleased. He hurriedly told Julian of
the things George had seen in the ruined room.

‘Awful thieves!’ said Julian, indignantly. ‘They
don’t mean to go back to Kirrin Cottage, that's
plain. They’ve got some business on with the
smugglers here — and when that is done they’ll go
off with all their stolen goods, join a ship some-
where, and get off scot-free.’

‘No, they won’t,” said George at once. ‘We are
going to get everything and take it to the cavel
Dick’s going to keep watch for Edgar at the cave
entrance, and you and I, Julian, can quickly carry
the things away. We can drop them down the hole
into the cave.’

‘Hurry then!’ said Julian. ‘We must do it be-
fore the Sticks return, and I don’t expect they’ll be
long. They’ve probably gone to fetch the trunk and
anything else in the wreck. You know I saw a light
out to sea last night — maybe that’s a signal that
the smugglers were leaving something in the wreck
for the Sticks to fetch.’
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George and Julian ran to the ruined room,
piled their arms with the goods there, and then ran
to hide them on the cliff, ready to take them to the
hole when they had time. It looked as if the Sticks
had just taken whatever was easiest to lay their
hands on. They had even got the kitchen clock!

Edgar did not appear at all, so Dick had noth-
ing to do but sit by the steps of the dungeon and
watch the others. After some time Julian and
George gave a sigh of relief and beckoned to Dick.
He left his place and went to join them.

‘We’'ve got everything now,’ said Julian. ‘I'm
just going to the cliff-edge to see if the Sticks are
returning yet. If they’re not we'll all carry the
things to the hole in the roof of the cave.’

He soon returned. ‘I can see their boat tied to
the wreck,’ he said. ‘We’re safe for some while yet.
Come on, let’s get the things to safety! This really
is a bit of luck.’ ‘

They carried the things to the hole and called
down it to Anne. ‘Anne!l We’ve got tons of things
to put down the hole. Stand by to catch!’

Soon all kinds of things came down the hole into
the cavel Anne was most astonished. The silver and
anything that might be hurt by a fall was first
wrapped up in the blankets, and then let down by a
rope.

‘My goodness!’ said Anne. ‘This cave will really
look like a house soon, when I have arranged all
these things tool’

Just as they were finishing their job the child-
ren heard voices in the distance.

‘The Sticks are back!’ said Julian, and looked
cautiously over the cliff-top. He was right. They
had returned to their boat, and were even now on
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their way back to the castle, carrying the trunk
from the wreck.

‘Let’s follow them, and see what happens when
they find everything gone,’ grinned Julian. ‘Come
on, everyonel’

They wriggled over the cliff on their tummies,
and came to a clump of bushes behind which they
could hide and watch. The Sticks put the trunk
down, and looked round for Edgar. But Edgar was
nowhere to be seen.

‘Where’s that boy?’ said Mrs Stick, impatient-
ly. ‘He’s had plenty of time to do everything.
Edgar! Edgar! Edgar!’

Mr Stick went to the ruined room and peeped
inside. He came back to Mrs Stick.

‘He’s taken everything down,’” he said. ‘He
must be down in the dungeon. That room’s quite
empty.’

‘T told him to come up and sit in the sun when
he’d finished,” said Mrs Stick. ‘’Tisn’t healthy
down in them dungeons. Edgar!’

This time Edgar heard, and his head appeared,
looking out of the entrance to the dungeon. He
looked extremely scared.

‘Come on up!’ said Mrs Stick. ‘You’ve got all
the things down, and you’d better stay up here in
the sunshine now.’

‘I’m scared,’ said Edgar. ‘I'm not staying up
here alone.’

‘Why not?’ said Mr Stick, astonished.

‘It’s them cows again!’ said poor Edgar. ‘Hun-
dreds of them, Pa, all a-mooing round me, and
throwing things at me. They’re dangerous animals,
they are, and I’m not coming up here alone!’



CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
An unexpected prisoner

The Sticks stared at Edgar as if he was mad.

‘Cows throwing things?’ said Mrs Stick at last.
‘XVhat do you mean by that? Cows don’t throw any
thing.’

‘These ones did,” said Edgar, and then began to
exaggerate in order to make his parents sympath-
ise with him. ‘They were dreadful cows, they were
— hundreds of them, with horns as long as rein-
deer, and awful mooing voices. And they threw
things at me and Tinker. Proper scared he was,
and so was I. I dropped the cushions I was taking
down, and rushed away to hide.’

‘Where are the cushions?’ said Mr Stick, look-
ing round. ‘I can’t see no cushions. I suppose
you’ll tell us the cows ate them.’

‘Didn’t you take everything down into the dun-
geons?’ demanded Mrs Stick. ‘Because that room’s
empty now. There’s not a thing in it.’

‘I didn’t take nothing down at all,’ said Edgar,
coming cautiously out of the dungeon entrance. ‘I
dropped the cushions just about where you’re
standing. What’s happened to them?’

‘Look ’erel’ said Mr Stick, in amazement. ¢
Oo’s been ’ere since we’ve been gone? Someone's
taken them cushions and everything else too.
Where have they put them?’

‘Pa, it was them cows,’ said Edgar, looking all
round as if he expected to see cows walking off
with cushions and silver and blankets.
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‘Shut up about them cows,’ said Mrs Stick,
suddenly losing her temper. ‘For one thing there
aren’t any cows on this island, and that we do
know, for we looked all over it this morning. What
we heard last night must have been queer sort of
echoes rumbling round. No, my boy — there’s
something funny about all this. Looks as if there is
somebody on the island!’ v

A dismal howl came echoing up from below the
ground. It was Stinker, terrified at being alone
below, and not daring to come up.

‘Poor lamb!’ said Mrs Stick, who seemed much
fonder of Stinker than of anyone else.

‘What’s up with him?’

Stinker let out an even more doleful howl, and
Mrs Stick hurried down the steps to go to him. Mr
Stick followed her, and Edgar lost no time in going
after them.

‘Quick!’ said Julian, standing up. ‘Come with
me, Dick. We may just have time to get that trunk!
Runl’

The two boys ran quickly down to the courtyard
of the ruined castle. Each took a handle of the
small trunk, and lifted it between them. They stag-
gered back to George with it.

‘We’ll take it to the cave,” whispered Julian.
‘You stay here a few minutes and see what hap-
pens.’

The boys went over the cliff with the trunk.
George flattened herself behind her bush and
watched. Mr Stick appeared again in a few
minutes, and looked round for the trunk. His
mouth fell open in astonishment when he saw that
it was gone. He yelled down the entrance to the
dungeon.

‘Claral The trunk’s gonel’
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Mrs Stick was already on her way up, with
Stinker close beside her and Edgar just behind. She
climbed out and stared round.

‘Gone?’ she said, in enormous surprise. ‘Gone?
Where's it gone?’

‘That’s what I'd like to know!’ said Mr Stick.

‘We leave it here a few minutes — and then it
goes. Walks off by itself — just like all the other
things!’

‘Look herel There’s someone on this island,’
said Mrs Stick. ‘And I'm going to find out who it
is. Got your gun, Pa?’

‘T have,’ said Mr Stick, slapping his belt. ‘You
get a good stout stick too, and we'll take Tinker. If
we don’t ferret out whoever’s trying to spoil our
plans, my name’s not Stick!’

George slipped away quietly to warn the others.
Before she slid down the rope into the cave, she
pulled several bramble sprays across the hole. She
dropped down to the floor of the cave, and told the
others what had happened.

Julian had been trying to open the trunk, but it
was still locked. He looked up as George panted out
her tale.

‘We’ll be all right here so long as no one falls
down that hole in the roofl’ he said. ‘Now keep
quiet everyone, and don’t you dare to growl,
Timmy!’

Nothing was heard for some time, and then
Stinker’'s bark came in the distance. ‘Quiet now,’
said Julian. ‘They are near here.’

The Sticks were up on the cliff once more,

. searching carefully behind every bush. They came
to the great bush behind which the children often
hid, and saw the flattened grass there.
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‘Someone’s been here,” said Mr Stick. ‘I wonder
if they’re in the middle of this bush — it’s thick
enough to hide half an army! I’ll try and force my
way in, Clara, while you stand by with my gun.’

Edgar wandered off by himself while this was
happening, feeling certain that nobody would be
foolish enough to live in the middle of such a
prickly bush. He walked across the cliff — and
then, to his awful horror, he found himself falling!
His legs disappeared into a hole, he clutched at
some thorny sprays but could not save himself.
Down he went, and down and down — and down —
crashl

Edgar had fallen down the hole in the roof of the
cave. He suddenly appeared before the children’s
startled eyes, and landed in a heap on the soft sand.
Timmy at once pounced on him with a fearsome
growl, but George pulled him off just in time.

Edgar was half-stunned with fright and his
fall. He lay on the floor of the cave, groaning, his
eyes shut. The children stared at him and then at
one another. For a few moments they were com-
pletely taken aback and didn’t know what to do or
say. Timmy growled ferociously — so ferociously
that Edgar opened his eyes in fright. He stared
round at the four children and their dog in the ut-
most surprise and horror.

He opened his mouth to yell for help, but at
once found Julian’s large hand over it. ‘Yell just
once and Timmy shall have a bite out of any part
of you he likes!’ said Julian, in a voice as ferocious
as Timothy’s growl. ‘See? Like to try it? Timmy’s
waiting to bite.’

‘I shan’t yell,” said Edgar, speaking in such a
low whisper that the others could hardly hear him.
‘Keep that dog off. I shan't yell.’
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George spoke to Timothy. ‘Now you listen, Ti-
mothy — if this boy shouts, you just go for him!
Lie here by him and show him your big teeth. Bite
him wherever you like if he yells.’

‘Woof!’ said Timmy, looking really pleased. He
lay down by Edgar, and the boy tried to move away.
But Timmy came nearer every time he moved.

Edgar looked round at the children. ‘What you
doing on this island?’ he said. ‘We thought you’d
gone home.’

‘It’s our island!’ said George, in a very fierce
voice. ‘We’ve every right to be on it if we want
to — but you have no right at all. Nonel What are
you and your father and mother here for?’

‘Don’t know,’ said Edgar, looking sulky.

‘You’d better tell us,’” said Julian. ‘We know
you're in league with smugglers.’

Edgar looked startled. ‘Smugglers?’ he said. ‘I
didn’t know that. Pa and Ma don’t tell me nothing.
I don’t want nothing to do with smugglers.’

‘Don’t you know any-thing?’ said Dick. ‘Don’t
you know why you’ve come to Kirrin Island?’

‘I don’t know nothing,” said Edgar, in an in-
jured tone. ‘Pa and Ma are mean to me. They never
tell me nothing. I do as I'm told, that’s all. I don’t
know nothing about smugglers, I tell you that.’

It was quite plain to the children that Edgar re-
ally did not know anything of the reasons for his
parents coming to the island. ‘Well, I’'m not sur-
prised they don’t let Spotty-Face into their secrets,’
said Julian. ‘He’d blab them if he could, I bet.
Anyway, we know it’s smuggling they’re mixed up
in.’

‘You let me go,’ said Edgar, sullenly. ‘You got
no right to keep me here.’
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‘We're not going to let you go,’ said George at
once. ‘You’re our prisoner now. If we let you go
back to your parents, you'd tell them all about us,
and we don’t want them to know we’re here. We're
going to spoil their pretty plans, you see.’

Edgar saw. He saw quite a lot of things. He felt
rather sick. ‘Was it you that took the cushions and
things?’ )

‘Oh no, dear Edgar,” said Dick. ‘It was the
cows, wasn’t it? Don’t you remember how you told
your mother about the hundreds of cows that
mooed at you and threw things and stole the cu-
shions you dropped? Surely you haven’t forgotten
your cows already?’

‘Funny, aren’t you?’ said Edgar , sulkily.
‘What you going to do with me? I won’t stay here,
that’s flat.’

‘But you will, Spotty-Face,” said Julian. ‘You
will stay here till we let you go — and that won’t
be till we've cleared up this little smuggling mys-
tery. And let me warn you that any nonsense on
your part will be punished by Timmy.’

‘Lot of beasts you are,’ said Edgar, seeing that
he could do nothing but obey the four children.
‘My Pa and Ma won’t half be furious with you.’

His Ma and Pa were feeling extremely
astonished. There had, of course, been nobody hid-
ing in the big thick bush, and when Mr Stick had
wriggled out, scratched and bleeding, he had looked
round for Edgar. And Edgar was not to be seen.

‘Where’s that dratted boy?’ he said, and
shouted for him. ‘Edgar! Ed-gar!’

But Edgar did not answer. The Sticks spent a
very long time looking for Edgar, both above
ground and underground. Mrs Stick was convinced
that poor Edgar was lost in the dungeons, and she
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tried to send Stinker to find him. But Stinker only
went as far as the first cave. He remembered the
peculiar noises of the night before and was not at
all keen on exploring the dungeons.

Julian turned his attention to the little trunk,
once Edgar had been dealt with. ‘I’'m going to open
this somehow,’ he said. ‘I’m sure it’s got smuggled
goods in, though goodness knows what.’

‘You’ll have to smash the locks then,’ said
Dick. Julian got a small rock and tried to smash
the two locks. He managed to wrench one open
after a while, and then the other gave way too. The
children threw back the lid.

On the top was a child’s blanket, embroidered
with white rabbits. Julian pulled it off, expecting
to see the smuggled goods below. But to his
astonishment there were a child’s clothes!

He pulled them out. There were two blue jer-
seys, a blue skirt, some vests and knickers and a
warm coat. At the bottom of the trunk were some
dolls and a teddy bear!

‘Golly!’ said Julian, in amazement. ‘What are
all these for? Why did the Sticks bring these to the
island — and why did the smugglers hide them in
the wreck? It’s a puzzler!’

Edgar appeared to be as astonished as the rest.
He too had expected valuable goods of some kind.
George and Anne pulled out the dolls. They were
lovely ones. Anne cuddled them up to her. She
loved dolls, though George scorned them.

‘Who do they belong to?’ she said. ‘Oh won'’t
she be sad not to have them? Julian, isn't it
funny? Why should anyone bring a trunk full of
clothes and dolls to Kirrin Island?’



CHAPTER NINETEEN
A scream in the night

Nobody could evén guess the answers to Anne’s
surprised questions. The children stared into the
trunk and puzzled over it. It seemed such a funny
thing to smuggle. They remembered the other
things in the wreck too — the tins of food. They
were queer things to smuggle into the island. There
didn’t seem any point in it.

‘Funny,’ said Dick, at last. ‘It beats me.
There’s no doubt that queer things are afoot here,
or the Sticks wouldn’t be hanging around our is-
land. And we’ve seen signals from a ship out to
sea. Something’s going on. We thought if we op-
ened this trunk it might help us — but it’s only
made the mystery deeper.’

Just then the voices of the two parent Sticks
could be heard shouting for Edgar. But Edgar did
not dare to shout back. Timmy’s nose was poked
against his leg. He might be nipped at any time.
Timmy growled every now and again to remind
Edgar that he was still there.

‘Do you know anything about the ship that sig-
nals to this island at night?’ asked Julian, turning
to Edgar.

The boy shook his head. ‘Never heard of no sig-
nals,’ he said. ‘I just heard my mother saying that
she expected the Roamer tonight, but I don’t know
what she meant.’

‘The Roamer?’ said George, at once. ‘What's
that — a man — or a boat — or what?’
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‘T don’t know,’ said Edgar. ‘I'd only have got a
clip on the ear if I'd asked. Find out yourself.’

‘We will,” said Julian, grimly. ‘We’ll watch out
for the Roamer tonight! Thanks for the informa-
tion.’

The children spent a quiet and rather boring
day in the cave — all but Anne, who had plenty of
things to arrange again. Really, the cave looked
most home-like when she had finished! She put the
blankets on the bed, and used the rugs as carpets.
So the cave really looked most imposing!

Edgar was not allowed to go out of the
cave, and Timothy didn’t leave him for a mo-
ment. He slept most of the time, complaining
that ‘them cows and things’ had frightened
him so much the.night before that he’d not
been able to sleep a wink.

The others discussed their plans in low voices.
They decided to keep watch on the cliff-top, two
and two together, that night. They would wait and
see what happened. If the Roamer came, they
would hurriedly make fresh plans then.

The - sun sank. The night came up dark
over the sea. Edgar snored softly, after a very
good supper of sardines, pressed beef sand-
wiches, tinned apricots and tinned milk. Anne
and Dick went up to keep the first watch. It
was about half-past ten.

At half-past twelve Julian and George climbed
up the knotted rope and joined the other two. They
had nothing to report. They went down into the
cave, got into their comfortable beds and went to
sleep. Edgar was snoring away in his corner,
Timmy still on guard.

Julian and George looked out to sea, watching
for any sign of a ship. The moon was up that
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night, and things were not quite so dark. Suddenly
they heard low voices, and saw shadowy figures
down by the rocks below.

‘The two Sticks,” whispered Julian. ‘Going to
row out to the wreck again, I suppose.’

There was the splash of oars, and the
children saw a boat move out over the water.
At the same time George nudged Julian viol-
ently and pointed out to sea. A light was being
shown a good way out, from a ship that the
children could barely see. Then the moon went
behind a cloud, and they could see nothing for
some time.

They watched breathlessly. Was that shadowy
ship a good way out the Roamer ? Or was the
owner of it the ‘Roamer’? Were the smugglers at
work tonight?

‘There’s another boat coming — look!’ said
George. ‘It must be coming from that ship out at
sea. Now the moon has come out again, you can
just see it. It is going to the old wreck. It must be a
meeting-place, I should think.’

Then, most irritatingly, the moon went behind
a cloud again, and remained there so long that the
children grew impatient. At last it sailed out again
and lighted up the water.

‘Both boats are leaving the wreck now,’
said Julian excitedly. ‘They’ve had their meet-
ing — and passed over the smuggled goods, I
suppose — and now one boat is returning to
the ship, and the other, the Sticks’ boat, is
coming back here with the goods. We’ll follow
the Sticks when they get back and see where
they put the goods.’

After a long time the Sticks’ boat came to
shore again. The children could not see any-
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thing then, but presently they saw the Sticks
going back towards the castle. Mr Stick carried
what looked like a large bundle, flung over his
shoulder. They could not see if Mrs Stick car-
ried anything.

The Sticks went into the courtyard of the
castle, and came to the dungeon entrance. ‘They’re
taking the smuggled goods down there,” whispered
Julian to George. The children were now watching
from behind a nearby wall.'‘We'll go back and tell
the others, and make some more plans. We must
somehow or other get those goods ourselves, and
take them back to the mainland and get in touch
with the police!’

Just then a scream rang out in the night. It
was a highpitched, terrified scream, and frightened
the watching children very much. They had no idea
where it came from.

‘Quick! It must be Annel’ said Julian, and the
two ran as fast as they could to the hole that led
down to the cave. They dropped down the rope and
Julian looked round the quiet cave anxiously.
What had happened to Anne to make her scream
like that?

But Anne was peacefully asleep on her bed, and
so was Dick. Edgar still snored and Timmy
watched, his eyes gleaming green.

‘Funny,’ said Julian, still startled. ‘Awfully
queer. Who screamed like that? It couldn’t possibly
have been Anne — because if she had screamed in
her sleep like that, she would have wakened the
others.’

‘Well, who screamed, then?’ said George, feel-
ing rather scared. ‘Wasn’t it weird, Julian? I
didn’t like it. It was somebody who was awfully
frightened. But who could it be?’
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They woke Dick and Anne and told them about
the strange scream. Anne was very startled. Dick
was interested to hear that two boats had met at
the wreck, and that the Sticks had brought back
smuggled goods of some sort, and taken them down
in the dungeons.

‘We’ll get those tomorrow, somehow!’ he said,
cheerfully. ‘We’ll have good fun.’

‘Why did you think it was me screaming?’
asked Anne. ‘Did you think it was a girl's
scream?’ .

‘Yes. It sounded like the scream you give when
one of us jumps out at you suddenly,’ said Julian,
‘A proper little girl’s scream — not a yell, like a
boy gives.’

‘It’s funny,’ said Anne. She cuddled down into
her bed again, and George got in beside her.

‘Oh Anne!’ said George, in disgust, ‘you’ve got
our bed simply full of those dolls — and that teddy
bear is here too! You really are a baby!’

‘No, I'm not,’” said Anne. ‘The dolls and the
bear are babies — they are frightened and lonely
because they’'re not with the little girl they belong
to. So I had them in bed with me instead! I'm sure
the little girl would be glad.’

‘The little girll’ said Julian, slowly. ‘We
thought we heard a little girl scream to-
night — we 'found a small trunk full of a
little girl’s clothes, and a little girl’s dolls.
What does it all mean?’

There was a silence — and then Anne spoke ex-
citedly. ‘I know! The smuggled goods are a little
girll They've stolen a little girl away — and these
are her dolls, and those over there are her clothes
that were stolen at the same time, for her to dress
in and play with. The little girl’s here, on this is-
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land now — you heard her scream tonight when
those horrid Sticks carried her down into the dun-
geons!’

‘Well — I do believe Anne has hit on the right
idea,’ said Julian. ‘Clever little girl, Annel I think
you’re right. It isn’t smugglers who are using this
island — it’s kidnappers!’

‘What are kidnappers?’ said Anne.

‘People who steal away children or grown- ups
and hide them somewhere till a large sum of money
is paid out for them,’ explained Julian. ‘It’s called
a ransom. Till the ransom is paid, the prisoner is
held by the captors.’

‘Well, that’s what’s happened here then!’ said
George.

‘T bet it has! Some poor little rich girl has been
stolen away — and brought to the wreck by boat
from some ship — and taken over by those horrible
Sticks. Wicked creatures!’

‘And we heard the poor little thing scream just
as she was taken down underground,’ said George.
‘Julian, we’ve got to rescue her.’

‘Yes, of course,” said Julian. ‘We will, never
fear! We'll rescue her tomorrow.’ ‘

Edgar woke up and joined in the conversation
suddenly. ‘What you talking about?’ he said. ‘Res-
cue who?’

‘Never you mind,’ said Julian.

George nudged him and whispered.

‘All T hope is that Mrs Stick is feeling as upset
about losing her dear Edgar as the mother of the
little girl,’ she said.

‘Tomorrow we find the little girl somehow, and
take her away,’ said Julian. ‘I expect the Sticks
will be on guard, but we’ll find a way.’
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‘I’m tired now,’ said George, lying down. ‘Let’s
go to sleep. We'll wake up nice and fresh. Oh
Anne, do put these dolls your side. I'm lying on at
least three.’

Anne took the dolls and the bear and arranged
them on her side of the bed. ‘Don’t feel lonely,’
George heard her say. ‘I'll look after you all right
till you go back to your own mistress. Sleep tight!’

Soon they all slept — all but Timothy, who lay
with one eye open all night long. There was no need
to put anyone on guard while Timmy was there. He
was the best guardian they could have.



CHAPTER TWENTY
A rescue — and a new prisoner!

The next day Julian was awake early and went
up the rope to the cliff-top to see if the Sticks were
about. He saw them coming up the steps that led
from the dungeons. Mrs Stick looked pale and wor-
ried.

‘We’ve got to find our Edgar,’ she kept saying
to Mr Stick. ‘I tell you we've got to find our Edgar.
He’s not down in the dungeons. That I do know.
We’'ve yelled ourselves hoarse down there.’

‘And he’s not on the island,” said Mr Stick.
‘We hunted all over it yesterday. I think whoever
was here then, took our goods, caught Edgar, and
made off with him and everything else in their
boat. That’s what I think.’

‘Well, they’ve taken him to the mainland
then,’ said Mrs Stick. ‘We’d better take our boat
and go back there and ask a few questions. What
I'd like to know is — who is it messing about here
and interfering with our plans? It makes me
scared. Just when things are going nicely tool’

‘Is it all right to leave here just now?’ said Mr
Stick, doubtfully. ‘Suppose whoever was here yes-
terday is still here — they might pop down into the
dungeons when we’re gone.’

‘Well, they’re not here,’ said Mrs Stick, firmly.
‘Use your common sense, if you’ve got any —
wouldn’t our Edgar yell the place down if he was
being kept prisoner on this little island — and
wouldn’t we hear him? I tell you he must have
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been taken off in a boat, together with all the other
things that are gone. And I don’t like it.’

‘All right, all right!’” said Mr Stick, in a grum-
bling tone. ‘That boy’s always a nuisance — always
in silly trouble of some sort.’

‘How can you talk of poor Edgar like
that?’ cried Mrs Stick. ‘Do you think the poor
child likes being captured! Goodness knows
what he’s going through — feeling frightened
and lonely without me.’

Julian felt disgusted. Here was Mrs Stick
talking like that about old Spotty-Face — and
yet she had a little girl down in the dungeons
— a child muych younger than Edgar! What a
beast she was.

‘What about Tinker?’ said Mr Stick, in a sulky
tone. ‘Better leave him here, hadn’t we, to guard
the entrance to the dungeons? Not that there will
be anyone here, if what you say is right.’

‘Oh, we'll leave Tinker,’ said Mrs Stick, setting
off to the boat. Julian saw them embark, leaving
the dog behind. Tinker watched them rowing away,
his tail well down between his legs. Then he turned
and ran back to the courtyard, and lay down dole-
fully in the sun. He was very uneasy. His ears
were cocked and he kept looking this way and that.
He didn’t like this queer island and its unexpected
noises. .

Julian tore back to the cave and dropped
down the rope, startling Edgar very much.
‘Come outside the cave and I'll tell you my
plans,’ said Julian to the others. He didn’t
want Edgar to hear them. They all went out-
side. Anne had got breakfast ready while
Julian had been gone, and the kettle was boil-
ing away merriiy on the little stove.
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‘Listen!’ said Julian. ‘The Sticks have gone off
in their boat back to the mainland to see if they can
find their precious little darling Edgar. Mrs Stick
is all hot and bothered because she thinks some-
one’s gone off with him and she’s afraid the poor
boy will be feeling frightened and lonely!’

‘Welll’ said George. ‘Doesn’t she think that the
little kidnapped girl must be feeling much worse?
What a horrid woman she is!’

‘You're right,’ said Julian. ‘Well, what I pro-
pose to do is this — we’'ll go down into the dun-
geons now and rescue the little girl — and bring
her here to our cave for breakfast. Then we’ll take
her off in our boat, go to the police, find out where
her parents are, and telephone to them that she is
safe.’

‘What shall we do with Edgar?’ said Anne.

‘I know!’ said George at once. ‘We’ll put Edgar
into the dungeon instead of the little girll Think
how astonished the Sticks will be to find the little
girl gone — and their dear Edgar shut up in the
dungeon instead!’

‘Ooohl — that is a good idea,’” said Anne, and
all the others laughed and agreed.

‘You stay here, Anne, and cut some more bread
and butter for the little girl,’ said Julian. He knew
that Anne hated going down into the dungeons.

Anne nodded, pleased.

‘All right, I will. I’ll just take the kettle off for
a bit too, or else the water will boil away.’

They all went back into the cave. ‘Come with
us, Edgar,’ said Julian. ‘You come too, Timmy.’

‘Where you going to take me?’ said Edgar, sus-
piciously.

‘A nice cosy, comfortable place, where cows
can’t get at you,’ said Julian. ‘Come on! Buck up.’
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‘Gr-r-r-r-r-r,” said Timmy, his nose against
Edgar’s leg. Edgar got up in a hurry.

They all went up the rope, one after another,
though Edgar was terribly scared, and was sure he
couldn’t. But with Timmy snapping at his ankles
below, he climbed up the rope remarkably quickly,
and was hauled out at the top by Julian.

‘Now, quick march!l’ said Julian, who wanted
to get everything over before the Sticks thought of
returning. And quick march it was, over the cliffs,
over the low wall of the castle, and down into the
courtyard.

‘I'm not going down into them dungeons with
you,’ said Edgar, in alarm.

‘You are, Spotty-Face,’ said Julian, amiably.

‘Where’s my Pa and Ma?’ said Edgar, looking
anxiously all round.

‘Those cows have got them, I expect,” said
George. ‘The ones that came and mooed at you and
threw things, you know.’

Everyone giggled, except Edgar, who
looked worried and pale. He did not like this
kind of adventure at all. The children came to
the dungeon entrance, and found that the
Sticks had not only closed down the stone that
opened the way to the dungeons, but had also
dragged heavy rocks across it.

‘Blow your parents!’ said Julian, to Edgar.
‘Making a lot of trouble for everybody. Come on,
stir yourself — all hands to these stones. Edgar,
pull when we pull. Go onl!

You'’ll get into trouble if you don’t.’

Edgar pulled with the rest, and one by one the
rocks were moved away. Then the heavy trapdoor
stone was hauled up too, and the flight of steps
was exposed leading down into darkness.
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‘There’s Tinker!’ suddenly cried Edgar, point-
ing to a bush some distance away. Tinker was
there, hiding, quite terrified at seeing Timothy
again.

‘Fat lot of good Stinker is,’ said Julian. ‘No,
Timmy — you’re not to eat him. Stay herel He
wouldn’t taste nice if you did eat him!’

Timothy was sorry not to be able to chase Stin-
ker round and round the island. If he couldn’t
chase rabbits, he might at least be allowed to chase
Stinker! o ,

They all went down into the dungeons. Julian’s
white chalk-marks were still on the rocky walls, so
it was easy to find the way to the cave-like room
where the children, last summer, had found piles
of golden ingots. They felt sure that the little kid-
napped girl had been put there, for this cave had a
big wooden door that could be bolted on the outside.

They came to the door. It was well and truly
bolted. There was no sound from inside. Everyone
halted outside and Timmy scratched at the door,
whining gently. He knew there was someone in-
side.

‘Hallo, therel’ shouted Julian, in a loud and
cheerful voice. ‘Are you all right? We’ve come to
rescue you.’

There was a scrambling noise, as if someone
had got up from a stool. Then a small voice
sounded from the cave.

‘Hallol Who are you? Oh, do please rescue mel!
I'm so lonely and frightened!’

‘Just undoing the door!’ called back Julian,
cheerfully. ‘We’re all children out here, so don’t be
afraid. You’ll soon be safe.’

He shot back the bolts, and flung open the
door. Inside the cave, which was lighted by a lan-
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tern, stood a small girl, with a scared little white
face, and large dark eyes. Dark red hair tumbled
round her cheeks, and she had evidently been
crying bitterly, for her face was dirty and tear-
stained.

Dick went to her and put his arm round her.
‘Everything’s all right now,’ he said. ‘You’re safe.
We'll take you back to your mother.’ _

‘I do want her, I do, I do,’ said the little girl,
and tears ran down her cheeks again. ‘Why am I
here? I don’t like being here.’

‘Oh, it’s just an adventure you’ve had,’ said
Julian. ‘It’s over now — at least, nearly over.
There’s still a bit of it left — nice bit, though. We
want you to come and have breakfast with us in
our cave. We’ve a lovely cave.’

‘Oh, have you?’ said the little girl, rubbing her
eyes. ‘I want to go with you, I like you, but I didn’t
like those other people.’

‘Of course you didn’t,’ said George. ‘Look! This
is Timothy, our dog. He wants to be friends with
you.’

‘What a simply lovely dogl’ said the little girl,
and flung her arms around Timmy’s neck. He
licked her in delight. George was pleased. She put
her arm round the little girl.

‘What’s your name?’ she said.

‘Jennifer Mary Armstrong,’ said the little girl.
‘What’s yours?’

‘George,” said George, and the little girl
nodded, thinking that George was a boy, not a girl,
for she was dressed in jeans just like Julian and
Dick, and her hair was short, too, though very
curly.

The others told her their names — and then
she looked at Edgar, who had said nothing.
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‘This is Spotty-Face,’ said Julian. ‘He isn’t a
friend of ours. It was his father and mother who
put you here, Jennifer. Now we are going to leave
him here in your place. It will be such a pleasant
surprise for them, won't it?’

Edgar gave a yell of dismay and tried to back
away — but Julian gave him a strong shove that
sent him flying into the cave.

‘There’s only one way to teach people like
you and your parents that wickedness doesn’t
pay!’ said the boy, grimly. ‘And that is to
punish you hard. People like you don’t under-
stand kindness. You think it’s just being soft
and silly. All right — you can have a taste
of what Jennifer has had. It will do you good,
and do your parents a lot of good too! Good-
byel!’ '

Edgar began to howl dismally as Julian bolted
the big wooden door top and bottom. ‘I shall
starvel’ he wailed.

‘Oh no, you won'’t,’ said Julian. ‘There’s plenty
of food and water in there, so help yourself. It
would do you good to go hungry for a while, all the
same.’

‘Mind the cows don’t get you!’ called Dick, and
he gave a realistic moo that startled Jennifer very
much, for the echoes came mooing round too.

‘It’s all right — only the echoes,’ said George,
smiling at her in the torch-light. Edgar howled
away in the cave, sobbing like a baby.

‘Little coward, isn’t he?’ said Julian. ‘Come
on — let’s get back. I'm awfully hungry for my
breakfast.’

‘So am I,” said Jennifer, slipping her small
hand into Julian’s. ‘I wasn’t hungry at all in that
cave — but now I am. Thank you for rescuing me.’
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‘Don’t mention it,” said Julian, grinning at
her. ‘It’s a real pleasure — and an even greater
one to put old Spotty-Face there instead of you.
Nice to give the Sticks a dose of their own me-
dicine.’

Jennifer didn’t know what he meant, but the
others did, and they chuckled. They made their
way back through the dark, musty passages of the
dungeons, passing many caves, big and small, on
the way. They came at last to the flight of steps
and went up them into the dazzling sun-light.

‘Oh!’ said Jennifer, breathing in great gulps of
the fresh, sea-smelling air. ‘Oh! This is lovely!
Where am 1?’

‘On our island,’ said George. ‘And this is our
ruined castle. You were brought here last night in
a boat. We heard you scream, and that’s how we
guessed you were being made a prisoner.’

They walked to the cliff, and Jennifer was
amazed at the way they disappeared down the
knotted rope. She was eager to .try too, and soon
slid down into the cave.

‘Nice kid, isn’t she?’ said Julian to George.
‘My word, she’s had even more of an adventure
than we have!’



CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE
A visit to the police station

Anne liked Jennifer very much, and gave her a
hug and a kiss. Jennifer looked round the well-fur-
nished cave in amazement and wonder — and then
she gave a scream of surprise and joy. She pointed
to Anne’s neatly-made bed, on which sat a number
of beautiful dolls, and a large teddy-bear.

‘My dolls!’ she said. ‘Oh, and Teddy, too! Oh,
oh, where did you get them? I've missed them sol
Oh Josephine and Angela and Rosebud and Marig-
old, have you missed me?’

She flung herself on the dolls. Anne was very
interested to hear their names. ‘I've looked after
them well,” she told Jennifer. ‘They’re quite all
right.’

‘Oh, thank you,’ said the little girl, happily. ‘I
do think you’re all nice. Oh, I say — what a lovely
breakfast!’

It was. Anne had opened a tin of salmon, two
tins of peaches, a tin of milk, cut some bread and
butter, and made a big jug of cocoa. Jennifer sat
down and began to eat. She was very hungry, and
as she ate, she began to lose her paleness and look
rosy and happy.

The children talked busily as they ate. Jennifer
told them about herself.

‘T was playing in the garden with my nurse,’
she said, ‘and suddenly, when nurse had gone in-
doors to fetch something, a man climbed over the
wall, threw a shawl round my head, and took me
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away. We live by the sea, you know, and I soon
heard the sound of the waves splashing on the
shore, and I knew I was being put into a boat. I
was taken to a big ship, and locked down in a cabin
for two days. Then I suppose I was brought here
one night. I was so frightened that I screamed.’

‘That was the scream we heard,’ said George.
‘It was lucky we heard it. We had thought there
was smuggling going on here, in our island — we
didn’t guess it was a case of kidnapping, till we
heard you scream — though we had found your
trunk with your clothes and toys.’

‘T don’t know how the man got those,” said
Jennifer. ‘Maybe one of our maids helped him.
There was one I didn’t like at all. She was called
Sarah Stick.’

‘Ahl’ said Julian, at once. ‘That’s the one,
then! It was Mr and Mrs Stick who brought you
here. Sarah Stick, your maid, must be some rela-
tion of theirs. They must have been in the pay of
someone else, I should think — someone who had a
ship, and could bring you here to hide you.’

‘Jolly good hiding-place, too,’ said George. ‘No
one but us would ever have found it out.’

They ate all their breakfast, made some more
cocoa, and discussed their future plans.

‘We’ll take our boat and go to the mainland
this morning,’” said Julian. ‘We’ll go straight to
the police-station with Jennifer. I expect the news-
papers are full of her disappearance, and the police
will recognise her at once.’

‘T hope they catch the Sticks,’ said George. ‘I
hope they won’t disappear into thin air as soon as
they hear that Jennifer is found.’

‘Yes — we must warn the police of that,’ said
Julian, thoughtfully. ‘Better not spread the news
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abroad till the Sticks are caught. I wonder where
they are.’

‘Let’s get the boat now,’ said Dick. ‘There’s no
point in waiting about. Jennifer’s parents will be
thrilled to know she is safe.’

‘T don’t really want to leave this lovely cave,
said Jennifer, who was thoroughly enjoying her-
self now. ‘I wish I lived here, too. Are you going to
come back to the island and live here, Julian?’

‘Well, we shall come back for a few days more,
I expect,’ said Julian. ‘You see, our aunt’s home is
empty at the moment because she is away ill and
our uncle is with her. So we might as well stay on
our island till they come back.’

‘Oh, could I come back with you?’ begged Jen-
nifer, her small round face alight with joy at the
thought of living in a cave on an island with these
nice children and their lovely dog. ‘Oh, do let me! I
would so like it. And I do so love Timmy.’

‘I don’t expect your parents would let you, es-
pecially after you’ve just been kidnapped,’ said
Julian. ‘But you can ask them, if you like.’

They all went to the boat and got in. Julian
pushed off. George steered the boat in and out of
the rocks. They saw the wreck, which interested
Jenny very much indeed. She badly wanted to stop,
but the others thought they ought to get to land as
quickly as possible.

Soon they were near the beach. Alf, the fisher-
boy was there. He saw them and waved. He ran to
help them to pull in their boat.

‘I was coming out in my boat this morning,’ he
said. ‘Your father’s back, Master George. But not
your mother. She’ gettmg better, they say, and will
be back in a week’s time.’
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‘Well, what’s my father come back for? de-
manded George, in surprise.

‘He got worried because nobody answered the
telephone,’” explained Alf. ‘He came down and
asked me where you all were. I didn’t tell him, of
course. I kept your secret. But I was just coming
out to warn you this morning. He got back last
night — and wasn’t he wild? No one there to give
him any food — all the house upside down and
half the things gonel He's at the police station
now.’

‘Golly!’ said George. ‘That’s just where we are
going too! We shall meet him there. Oh dear, I do
hope he won’t be in an awful temper. You just
can’t do anything with my father when he’s cross.’

‘Come on!’ said Julian. ‘It’s a good thing, in a
way, that your father is here, George — we can ex-
plain everything to him and to the police at the
same time.’

They left Alf, who looked very surprised to see
Jennifer with the others. He couldn’t make out
where she had come from. Certainly she had not
started out to the island with them — but she had
come back in their boat. How was that? It seemed
very mysterious to Alf.

The children arrived at the police station and
marched in, much to the surprise of the policeman
there.

‘Hallo!’ he said. ‘What’s the matter? Been
doi?ng a burglary, or something, and come to own
up?’

‘Listen!’ said George, suddenly, hearing a loud
voice in the room next to theirs. ‘That’s Father’s
voicel’

She darted to the door. The policeman called to
her, shocked. ‘Now don’t you go in there. The In-
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spector’s in there. Come over here special, he has,
and mustn’t be interrupted.’

But George had flung open the door and gone
inside. Her father turned and saw her. He rose to
his feet. ‘Georgel Where have you been? How dare
you go away like this and leave the house and
everything! It’s been robbed right and left! I’ve just
been telling the Inspector about all the things that
have been stolen’..

‘Don’t worry, Father,” said George. ‘Really
don’t worry. We’ve found them all. How’'s
Mother?’

‘Better, much better,” said her father, still
looking amazed and angry. ‘Thank goodness I can
go back and tell her where you are. She kept asking
me about you all, and I had to keep saying you
were all right, so as not to worry her — but I
hadn’t any idea what was happening to you or
where you had gone. I feel very displeased with
you. Where were you?’

‘On the island,’ said George, looking rather
sulky, as she often did when her father was angry
with her. ‘Julian will tell you all about it.’

Julian came in, followed by Dick, Anne, Jen-
nifer and Timothy. The Inspector, a big, clever-
looking man with dark eyes under shaggy
eyebrows, looked at them all closely. When he saw
Jennifer, he stared hard — and then suddenly rose
to his feet.

‘What’s your name, little girl?’ he said.

‘Jennifer Mary Armstrong,’ said Jenny, in a
surprised voice.

‘Bless us alll’ said the Inspector, in a startled
voice. ‘Here’s the child the whole country is look-
ing for — and she walks in here as cool as a cu-
cumber! Lands sakes, where did she come from?’
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‘What do you mean?’ said George’s father,
looking surprised. ‘What child is the whole country
looking for? I haven’t read the papers for some
days.’

‘Then you don’t know about little Jenny Arm-
strong being kidnapped?’ said the Inspector, sitting
down and pulling Jenny near him. ‘She’s the
daughter of Harry Armstrong, the millionaire, you
know. Well, somebody kidnapped her and wants a
-hundred thousand pounds ransom for her. My
word, we’ve combed the country for her — and
here she is, as merry as you please. Well, I'm
blessed — this is the queerest thing I ever knew
Where have you been, little Missy?’

l;On the island,’ said Jenny. ‘Julian — “you tell
it all.’

So Julian told the whole story from beginning
to end. The policeman from outside came in, and
took notes down as he spoke. Everyone listened in
amazement. As for George’s father, his eyes nearly
fell out of his head. What adventures these child-
ren did have, to be sure and how well they man-
aged everything!

‘And do you happen to know who was the
owner of the ship that brought little Miss Jenny
along — the one that sent a boat off to the wreck
and put her there for the Sticks to take?’ asked the
Inspector.

‘No,’ said Julian. ‘All we heard was that the
Roamer was coming that night.’

‘A-hal’ said the Inspector, with great satisfac-
tion in his voice. ‘Aha and oho! We know the
Roamer all right — a ship we’ve been watching for
some time — owned by somebody we're very, very
suspicious of — we think he’s dabbling in a whole
lot of shady deals. Now this is very good news in-
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deed. The thing is — where are the Sticks — and
how can we catch them red-handed, now you’ve got
Miss Jenny out of their clutches? They’ll probably
deny everything.’

‘I know how we could catch them,’ said Julian,
quickly. ‘We’ve left their nasty son, Edgar, locked
in the same dungeon where they put Jenny. If only
one of us could pass the word to the Sticks, that
that is where Edgar is, they’d go back to the island
all right, and go right into the dungeons — so if
you found them there, it wouldn’t be much good
them denying that they don’t know anything about
the island, and have never been there.’

‘That would certainly make things a lot easier,’
said the inspector. He pressed a bell and another
policeman came into the room. The Inspector gave
him a full description of Mr and Mrs Stick, and
told him to watch the countryside round about, and
report when they were found.

‘Then, Master Julian, you might like to go and
have a little conversation with them about their
son, Edgar,’ said the Inspector, smiling. ‘If they do
go back to the island, we shall follow them, and get
all the evidence we want. Thank you for your very
great help. Now we must telephone to Miss Jenny’s
parents and tell them she is safe.’

‘She can come back to Kirrin Cottage with us,’
said George's father, still looking rather dazed at
all that had happened. ‘I’ve got Joanna, our old
cook, to come back for a while to put things
straight, so there will be someone there to see to
the children. They must all come back.’

‘Well, Father,” said George, firmly, ‘we will
come back just for today, but we plan to spend an-
other week on Kirrin Island till Mother comes
back. She said we could, and we are having such a
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fine time there. Let Joanna stay at Kirrin Cottage
and keep it in order and get it ready for Mother
when she comes home — she won’t want the bother
of looking after us too. We can look after ourselves
on the island.’

‘T certainly think these children deserve a re-
ward for the good work they have done,’ remarked
the Inspector, and that settled the matter.

‘Very well,” said George's father, ‘you can all
go off to the island again — but you must be back
when your Mother returns, George.’

‘Of course I will,” said George. ‘I badly want to
see Mother. But home isn’t nice without her. I
would rather be on our island.’

‘And I want to be there, too,’ said Jenny, unex-
pectedly. ‘Ask my parents to come to Kirrin, please
— so that I can ask them if I can go with the other
children.’ ’

‘I’ll do my best,’ said the Inspector, grinning at
the five children. They liked him very much.
George’s father stood up.

‘Come along!’ he said. ‘I want my lunch. All
this has made me feel hungry. We'll go and see if
Joanna has got anything for us.’

Off they all went, talking nineteen to the
dozen, making George’s poor father feel quite be-
wildered. He always seemed to get into the middle
of some adventure when these children were about!



CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO
Back to Kirrin Island!

Soon everyone was at Kirrin Cottage. Joanna,
the old cook they had had before, gave them a good
welcome, and listened to their adventures in
astonishment, getting the lunch ready all the
while.

It was while they were having lunch that
Julian, looking out of the window, suddenly
caught eight of a figure he knew very well —
someone skulking along behind the hedge.

‘Old Pa Stick!’ he said, and jumped up. ‘I'll go
after him. Stay here, everyone.’

He went out of the house, ran round a corner
and came face to face with Mr Stick.

‘Do you want to know where Edgar is?’ said
Julian mysteriously.

Mr Stick looked startled. He stared at Julian
not knowing what to say.

‘He’s down in the dungeons, locked in that
cave,’ said Julian, even more mysteriously.

‘You don’t know nothin’ about Edgar,’ said Mr
Stick. ‘Where have you been? Didn’t you go
home?’ .

‘Never you mind,” said Julian. ‘But if you
want to find Edgar — look in that cave!’

Mr Stick gave the boy a glare and left him.
Julian hurried indoors and rang up the police sta-
tion. He felt sure that Mr Stick would tell Mrs
Stick what he had said, and that Mrs Stick would
insist on going back to the island to see if what he
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had said was true. So all that needed to be done was
for the police to keep a watch on the boats along
the shore and see when the Sticks left.

The children finished their dinner, and Uncle
Quentin announced that he must return to his
wife, who would want to know his news. ‘I'll tell
her you are having a fine time on the island,’ he
said, ‘and we can tell her all the extraordinary de-
tails when she returns home, better.’

He left in a car, and the children wondered
whether they might now return to their island or
not. But they decided to wait a little, for they did
not know what to do with Jennifer.

Very soon a large car drove up and stopped out-
side the gate of Kirrin Cottage. Out jumped a tall
man with dark red hair, and a pretty woman.
‘They must be your father and mother, Jenny,’
said Julian.

They were — and Jennifer got so many hugs
and kisses that she quite lost her breath. She had
to tell her story again and again, and her father
could not thank Julian and the others enough for
all they had done. _

‘Ask me for any reward you like!’ he said, ‘and
you can have it. I shall never, never be able to tell
you how grateful I am to you for rescuing our little
Jenny.’

‘Oh — we don’t want anything, thank you,
said Julian, politely. ‘We enjoyed it all very much.
We like adventures.’

‘Ah, but you must tell me something you want!’
said Jenny’s father.

Julian glanced round at the others. He knew
that none of them wanted a reward. Jenny nudged
him hard and nodded her head vigorously. Julian
laughed.
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‘Well,” he said, ‘there is one thing we’d all like
very much.’

‘It’s granted before you ask it!’ said Jenny’s
father.

‘Will you let Jenny come and spend a week
with us on our island?’ said Julian. Jenny gave a
squeal and pressed Julian’s arm very hard between
her two small hands.

Jenny’s parents looked rather taken-aback.
‘Well,’ said her father, ‘well — she’s just been kid-
napped, you know — and we don’t feel inclined to
let her out of our sight at the moment — and...’

‘You promised Julian you’d grant what he
asked, you promised, Daddy,’ said Jenny, urgent-
ly. ‘Oh please do let me. I've always wanted to live
on an island. And this one has got.a perfectly mar-
vellous cave, and a wonderful ruined castle, and
the dungeons where I was kept, and —’

‘And we take Timothy, our dog, with us,’ said
Julian. ‘See what a big powerful fellow he is — no-
body could come to much harm with Timmy about
— could they, Tim?’

‘Woof!’ said Timothy, in his deepest voice.

‘Well, you can go, Jenny, on one condition,’
said the little girl’s father at last, ‘and that is that
I and your mother come over tomorrow and spend
the day on the island, to see that everything is all
right for you.’

‘Oh, thank you, thank you, Daddy!’ cried
Jenny, and danced round the room in delight. A
whole week on the island with these new friends of
hers, and Timmy the dog! What could be lovelier?

‘Jenny can stay here the night, can’t she?’ said
George. ‘You'’ll be staying at the hotel, I suppose?’

Soon Jenny’s parents left and went to the
police station to get all the details of the kidnap-
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ping. The children went to see if Joanna was going
to make cakes for tea.

Just about tea-time there came a knocking at
the door. A large policeman stood outside.

‘Is Master Julian here?’ he said. ‘Oh, you're
the boy we want, sir. The Sticks have just left for
the island in their boat, and we’ve got ours on the
beach to follow. But we don’t think we know the
way in and out of those hidden rocks that lie all
round Kirrin Island. Could you or Miss Georgina
guide us, do you think?’

‘I’'m Master George, not Miss Georgina,’ said
George, in a cold voice.

‘Sorry, sir,” said the policeman, with a grin.
‘Well, could you come too?’

‘We’ll all come!’ said Dick, jumping up. ‘I want
to go back to the dear old island and sleep in our
cave again tonight. Why should we miss a single
night? We can fetch Jenny’s people tomorrow in
our own boat. We’ll all come.’

The policeman was a little doubtful about the
arrangement, but the children insisted, and as
there was no time to waste, they all ended in
crowding into the two boats, with three big po-
licemen, George and Julian leading the way in
their own boat. Timmy lay down at George’s feet as
usual.

George guided the boat as cleverly as ever, and
soon they landed in the usual little sandy cove. The
Sticks had evidently gone round by the wreck as
usual, and landed on the rockier part.

‘Now, no noise,” said Julian, warningly.
They all went quietly towards the ruin, and
came into the courtyard. There was no sign’ of
the Sticks.
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‘We’ll go down underground,’” said Julian.
‘I’ve got my torch. I expect the Sticks are down
there already, letting out dear Edgar.’

They went down the steps into the dark dun-
geons. Anne went too, this time, holding on to the
hapd of one of the big policemen. They moved
quietly through the long, dark, winding passages.

They came at last to the door of the cave in
which they had imprisoned Edgar. It was. still
bolted at the top and bottom! ' '

‘Look!’ said Julian, in a whisper, shining his
torch on to the door. ‘The Sticks haven’t been down
here yet.’

‘Shl" said George, as Timmy growled softly.
here’s someone coming. Hidel It’s the Sticks, I
expect.’ .

They all hid behind the wall that ran near by.

ey could hear footsteps coming nearer, and then
the voice of Mrs Stick raised in anger.

. ‘If my Edgar’s locked in there, I’ll have some-
thing to say about it! Locking up a poor innocent
boy like that. I don’t understand it. If he’s there,
where’s the girl? You answer me that. Where's the
girl? It’s my belief that the boss has done some
double-crossing to do us out of our share of the
money. Didn’t he say that he’d give us a thousand
pounds if we kept Jenny Armstrong for a week?,
Now I think he must have sent someone to this is-
land, played tricks on us, taken the girl himself
and locked up our Edgar.’

. ‘You may be right, Clara,” said Mr Stick, his
voice coming nearer and nearer. ‘But how did this
boy Julian know where Edgar was? There’s a lot I
don’t understand about all this.’

Now the Sticks were right at the door of the
cave, with Stinker at their heels. Stinker smelt the
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others in hiding and whined in fear. Mr Stick
kicked him.

‘Stop it! It’s enough to hear.our own voices
echoing away all round without your whines too!’

Mrs Stick was calling out loudly: ‘Edgar! Are
you there? Edgar!’

‘Mal Yes, I'm here!’ yelled Edgar. ‘Let me out,
quick! I'm proper scared. Let me out!’

Mrs Stick undid the bolts at once and flung
open the door. By the light of the lantern in the
cave she saw Edgar. He ran to her, half-crying.

‘Who put you here?’ demanded Mrs Stick. ‘You
tell your Pa and he’ll knock their heads off, won’t
you, Pa? Putting a poor frightened child into a
dark cave like this. It’s a wicked thing to dol’

Suddenly the Stick family had the fright of
their lives —

for a large policeman stepped out of the sha-
dows, torch in one hand and notebook in the other!

‘Ah!’ said the policeman, in a deep voice.
‘You're right, Clara Stick. To shut up a poor
frightened child in that cave is a wicked thing to
do — and that’s what you did, isn’t it? You put
Jenny Armstrong there! She’s only a little girl.
This boy of yours knew he wasn’t coming to any
harm — but that little girl was scared to death!’

Mrs Stick stood there, opening and shutting
her mouth like a goldfish, not finding-a word to
say. Mr Stick squealed like a rat caught in a cor-
ner.

‘We’'re copped! It’s a trap, that’s it. We're
copped!’

Edgar began to cry, sobbing like a four-year-
old. The other children felt disgusted with him.The
Sticks suddenly caught sight of all the children
when Julian switched on his torch.
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‘Snakes alive, there’s all the children — and
there’s Jenny Armstrong tool’ said Mr Stick in a
tone of the greatest amazement. ‘What’s all this?
What’s happening? Who shut up Edgar?’

‘We’ll tell you the answers when we get to the
policestation,” said the big policeman. ‘Now, are
you coming quietly?’

The Sticks went quietly, Edgar sobbing away to
himself. He imagined his mother and father in
prison, and hi himself sent to a hard and difficult
school, not allowed to see his mother for years. Not
that that would matter, for the Sticks, both mother
and father, were no good to Edgar, and had taught
him nothing but bad things. There might be a
chance for the wretched boy if he were kept away
from them, and set a good example instead of a bad
one.

‘We shan’t be coming back with you,’ said
Julian, politely, to the policeman. ‘We’re staying
here the night. You could go back in the Sticks’
boat. They know the way all right. Take their dog
with you. There he is — Stinker, we call him.’
Then he added, I guess your colleagues could follow
in the police boat!’

The Sticks’ boat was found and the policeman,
the two grown-up Sticks and Edgar got in. Stinker
jumped in too, glad to get away from the glare of
Timothy’s green eyes.

Julian pushed the boat out. ‘Good-bye!’ he
called, and the other children waved good-bye,
too. ‘Good-bye, Mr Stick, don’t go kidnapping
any more children. Good-bye, Mrs Stick, look
after Edgar better, in case he gets kidnapped
again! Good-bye, Spotty-Face, try and be a bet-
ter boy! Good-bye, Stinker, do get a bath as
soon as possible. Good-byel!’
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The policemen goinnmt mul waved. The Sticks
said not a word, 1 it they wave. They sat sullen
and angry, trying (o wink out in their minds what
had happenmd to minke things end up like this.

The boutn toundml u high rock and were soon
out of sight. ‘lluirall’ waid Dick. ‘They*ve gone —
gone for everl We've got our island to ourselves at
last: Come on, Jonny, we'll show you all over it!
Whgt & lovely tima wo're going to have.’
ey raced away, happy and carefree, five
bni and w° dog, alone on an island they loved.
-we will lonve them there to enjoy their week’s
ness. They really do deserve itl
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