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TJIABA ITEPBAA
CHoBa B KHppHH-KOTTep Ke

B oauH npekpacHBIf geHb B caMOM Hauase rnac-
XaJbHBIX KAHMKYJ 4eTrBepo pefaTuiiek ¢ cobakoit
CHJeJM B BaroHe eAyllero rnoesaa.

— Ckopo npueaeMm, — cxkasan J[xynanaH, BbICO-
KHU# KpPenmKU# IMOAPOCTOK C MY>KECTBEHHBIM JIMLIOM.

— T'aB, — orosBauica nec Tumoru. OH npuiuen B
cubHOe BO36y KAeHHe U BCe BPeMsA NBITAJICH BBITJIA-
HYTb B OKHO.

— Tum, He ne3p, — obpaTuinca Kk Hemy kyau-
aH. — Jlait AHH ITOCMOTpeTb.

AHH, ero Myajluas CeCTPEeHKa, BLICYHYJ1a I'0JIOBY
U3 OKHa.

— Iloawvesxaem k cranuuu Kuppun! Hagerocs,
TerAa QaHHU HAC BCTPETHT.

— Koneuno! — sameruia ee nABOIOpPOAHAA cecTpa
J.Imopmimua. Ona Gosnblue NMOXOAMJIA HA MAJIBYHKA,
4YeM Ha JEeBOYKY, TAK KaK HOCHJIA KOPOTKYIO, Malb-
YHUILIECKYIO CTPHXKKY. ¥ Hee, Kak u y J[)KyauaHa,
Ha June GbLIM HANKCAHBI CMEJIOCTh M PELUMTENb-
HocTh. OTOABHMHYB B CTOPOHY AHH, OHA TOXE BBI-
rJAAHYJIA M3 OKHA.

— Kax npusarHo exars aomMoitl — BOCKJIHMK-
Hyna oHa. — 51 mo6a10 IIKOJAY, HO KaK BeceJo
Ham Oyaer B Kuppuu-korreaxkel Moxer 6bITh,
HaAM YAacTCA CBE3AUTh Ha OCcTpoB KuUppUH U
cHoBa no6miBaThL B TOM 3aMKe. Beab Mbl He GbI-
JX TaM C IPOLJIOro Jera.

— Ceityac ouepeap J[uKa CMOTpeTb, — CKaaan
Ixyanau, ofpaiasack K CBoeMy miaagwemy Gparty,
MIWIOBHJHOMY MAaJIbUMKY, KOTOPBIi CHAeN B yrojike
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n untan. — J[uK, Mel yke coBceM 6au3ko ot Kup-
puHa. ThI 4TO, HH HA CEKYHAY He MOXKElllb IpeKpa-
TUTHb YTeHne?

— OTO0 OvYeHb HMHTEpPeCHas KHHra, — cKasal
Juk, ¢ TpeckoM 3axJoneiBagd TOMUK. — Camasa uH-
TepecHas NPHKJIIOYEeHYeCKas MoBeCTh, KaKyi0 A KOr-
Ra-a1ubo yurai.

— Bor ewme! A yBepeHa, YTOo OHa ropasno
MeHee MHTEpecHa, 4YeM Koe-KaKue M3 Haluux
coGCTBEHHBIX NMPUKJIOUYeHui! — Toruac ke BO3-
pa3uaa AHH.

HeiicTBTEeNBbHO, 3Ta NATEPKA, €CJAM CYUTATh M
cobaKy, KOTopasA BCErAa y4acTBOBaJia BO BCEX HMX 3a-
TeAX, — IepeXxuja HeMaJ0 YAUBHUTEJbHBIX IpH-
Kaouenuit. Celiuac, ogHako, nmoxoxke OblJIO Ha TO,
YTO BIEPEAH KX JKAYT NPHUATHBIE, CIIOKOIHLIE Ka-
HHUKYJIBI, 3anojJHEeHHBIEe MPOryJKaMmy, 0 yTecaM M,
6GbITHL MOXKeT, rmoe3aKamMy Ha Joake J[»xopax Ha ocT-
pos Kuppus.

— B 3Ty uerBepTh MHe MNPHUILJIOCTL AOBOJBHO
CHJILHO NOMNOTeTh B LUKoNe, — cKasan Jpkyanan. —
5 ¢ HeTepnieHHeM KAy KAHHKYJI.

— Trl noxyaena, — 3amerusa J[»KoparxuHa.

Hukro, npasna, He Ha3sIBA €€ 3TUM HMEHEM —
ansa Bcex oHa Obura J[pKopaiK, M HH Ha KakKoe Apyroe
MMA JAEeBOYKA IIPOCTO He OTKJAMKanack. JKyauaH
yAbIOHYICA.

— Huvero, He BoJRyiica, B KHppuH-KOTTEKE 7
6uicTpo pacroiacrerol O6 3TomM mnosaGoruTcA TeTA
@annu. OHa NpocTO MacTep OTKAPMJMBAThL Jrozaeiil
d 6yay oueHb paJ CHOBA YBHAETLCA C TBOEH mamoil,
Jxopmk. OHAa — M3YMHUTENbHAA KEHILUHA.

— Ja, — oTtoaBanacek J>xopmx. — Hagerocs, Bo
BpeMA 3TMX KaHUKYJ mnana GyaeT B Xopoluem Ha-
crpoeHnn. Boolie-To AnA 3TOro ecTh BCe OCHOBA-
HHUA: KaK FOBOPUT MaMa, OH TOJILKO YTO 3aKOHYMJI
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KaKHe-TO HOBEIE OMBIThI, ¥ OHH OKAa3aJlNCh BeCbMa
YAa4YHBIMH.

Oreny Jxopmx 6bL1 yYeHBIM, NMOCTOAHHO pa3pa-
GaThIBABILMM KaKHe-TO HOBhle mnpobaembl. OH Ji0-
6 THIUMHY M MHOM Da3 CHMJIBHO paszpakascs,
KOTZa 4YTO-TO HAPYLUIAJIO ero IOKOi MJIM 4YTO-HUOYyAb
CKJIAABLIBAJIOCh He COBCEM TaK, Kak emy Obl xore-
Jaock. et yacTo AyManu mnpo cebs, 4To BCOBLIBYH-
Basa J[KopMKuMHA OdYeHb IIOX0XKa Ha CBOEro OoTua.
OHa TOXKe aaBajsa BOJIO CBOEMY KDYTOMY HpaBy,
Koraa 4ro-Hubyas ObLIO He MO Heif.

Tera PaHHM npuexana MX BCTPeTHTh. deTBepo
pe0AT BBICKOYMIM HA NEPpoH M noabexkann K Heit
noagopoBatbca. KODAXK OUyTHJIACH Briepeau BCeEX,
OHa O4YeHb JIo0miIa CBOIO JIACKOBYIO MaTh, KOTOpas
TaK 4acTO MbITANACh OTPaAiMTL €e OT I'HeBa OTLA.
TuMMH cKakaJ BOKDPYTr ¥ Jasai ot socropra. Ou oGo-
xan matb JHKOpAK.

OHa noxJjomasa ero Io CIMHe, U OH TYT e
BCTAJ Ha 3ajHMe Janbl U IONLITAJICA JU3HYTb €€ B
JIULO.

— A Tummu-to ewie Gonsule Boipoc! — ckasana
co cmexom Tera PaHHH. — A Hy-Ka, NpeKparTw,
crapuHal Tel MeHA ¢ Hor cobberus!

TumMmu u B camoMm aene 6bL1 GonsuinM ncom. Bee
JAETH ero o4eHb JIOGHJIH, IIOTOMY 4YTO OH Bceraa OGbin
NpeAaHHEIM, JIOGAIMM K BepHbIM aApyrom. OH me-
PeBOAMJI CBOM KapHe rjasa ¢ OQHOro Ha Apyroro, pa-
AyAchL BecesoMy BO3b6yxaeHuio pebar. Tummu pas-
JIeJIAN €ro, TaK JKe KaK OH pas3Aesfj Bce UX IOpecTH
M pPagoCTH.

Ho uesoBekoM, KoToporo OH Jwo0ua Gosablue
Bcex, Gbula, KOHeYHP ero xo3aika, Mxxopmx. Ona
B3fJIa ero ele KPoXOTHHIM IueHKoMm. Kakawiit pas,
ye3xana B LIKO0Jy, oHa Opaja ero ¢ cofoif, Tak KakK B
LIKOJIe-MHTEepHAaTe, A€ YYMJINCh OHHM ¢ AHH, yya-
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LIMMCA pa3pellaloch AEePXKATh NpH ceGe CBOMX ITH-
ToMueB. B uHOM cayyae JKOpMK HaBepHAKA OTKa-
sanachk 6bI y4uUTHCA B LIKOJIE!

VceBiuncs, B NOBO3KY, 3ANPAMKEHHYIO IIOHH, OHU
ornpaswiuck B Kuppus. IleHp 6bL1 OYeHBb BeTPEHBIMH
¥ XOJIOAHBIN, PeCATHIUKK Mep3JH M H30 BCeX CHJI
KYTAJINCh B MAIBTO.

— ¥YkacHO XOJIORHO, — cKasana AHH, Y KOTO-
poit or xoJsoza yKe Hayaiu cryyarb 3y6el. — Xo-
JiogHee, YeM 3uMoiil

— Bce gesno B BeTpe, — 3ameruya Tera MaHHM,
HafpacuiBaa Ha Hee KOBpHK. — IlocnexHue aBa oHA
BeTep BCe BpeMA KpernuaeT. PeIfaKky BHITAHYJIH CBOH
JIORKH KAK MOYKHO BhIlIe Ha Oeper — GOATCA CUJIb-
HOIO LUTOpMA.

IIpoea:xxana MMMO ILIsIKA, Ile OHH TAK 4YacTo Ky-
naaucsk, pe6ATa yBuIeJaH BeITALLIEHHEIe Ha Geper JIOA-
KH. B 1aHHBI MOMEHT MM OTHIOAbL HE XOTeJOCh KY-
naThcA — AaXke MEICTb 06 3ToM 6pocasia HX B APOKb.

Betep 3aBuiBan Hax mopeM. Ilo He6y Hecauch Ty-
yn. Boausl ¢ rpoxoroM Guauce o Geper. Bce aro
npuseso B cuibHoe Bo30yxkaenne Tummu, u oH Ha-
YaJ JaATh.

— Tuxo, Tum! — ofparmnace K Hemy JXQpmx,
JIaCKOBO IOTpenas mnca 1o cnuHe. — Teneps, Koraa
MBI BepHyJauCh AomoM, npuaercA Te6é HayYHTBCA
6biTh HOOGpOHpaBHOM, THXOH cofakoif, MHade mnana
Oyaer Ha TeGa cepauThcA. Mama, mnana ceituac
OYeHb 3aHAT?

— Ovuens, — orseruaa eif mars. — Ho Teneps, B
CBA3M C BAILIMM IPHE3AOM, OH GyAET COBCEM MAaJO
paBorars. OH cofHpaeTca XOAMTHL C BAMM HA IIPO-
TyJKH, & eCJM NMOrofa YCTAHOBHTCH, MOXKET ObITh,
noIaBaTh Ha JIOAKE.

Jetn neperaanyaucs. Iaga KseHTun O6wia
He CAHIUKOM NDPHUATHBIM KOMNAaHLOHOM. OH 6bla
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COBEDIIEeHHO JMUIeH YYyBCTBAa OMOpa, M, Korga
pe6ATa MOKATHIBAJIMCh OT XOXOTa — & 3TO IIPO-
WCXOAMJO C HHMHM pa3 ABaALATh HA AHIO, —
eMy OBIIO COBEePIIEHHO HEMOHATHO, HAajx yYeM,
co6CTBEHHO, OHHM CMEIOTCA.

— Ecau aaga Keseutun Gyxner no Goasiueit yactu
NPOBOAXUTH BPeMA C HAMHM, ITOX0¥Xe, 0OCOBEHHO Bece-
Jible KAHMKYJLl HAM He CBeTAT, — IIOHU3MB IO0JIOC,
ckasan Jux xyaunany.

— III-m1-m1l — ocranosua ero JxysnuaH, 6oas-
munitca, 4yro Tera MaHHM yCAIUUT M obuauTCA.
J>xopAX HAXMYPHIACH.

— O, mamal ITane ¢ Hamu GyAeT y»KacHO CKY4HO,
Aa 1 HaM OyZer He CJIMILIKOM BeceJo.

Jxopmx GhLia OYEeHb OTKPOBEHHON NeBOYKOIl M
BCEe HMKAK He MOIJIA HAYYUTLCHA BBICKA3BLIBATH CBOU
MbICaH ¢ orasaakoli. Ee mama B3noxuysa.

— He rosopu Tax, xoporasa. Jlymaio, 4To TBOH
orell O4YeHb CKOPO yCTaHeT OT Baiero obuiecrsa. Ho
€My OYeHb IIOJIE3HO MOGLITH HEMHOIO B OKDY:KEeHHH
MOJIOZEIKH.

— IIpuexanu! — Bockankuyn JIxynuaH,
KOrja NMOBO3KA OCTAHOBMJACH Mepex CTAPLIM AO-
moM. Kuppuu-xorremx! Iocrmoau, xax BOKpyr
Hero ayet serepl

— Ha, — cornacunace Tera ®anuu. — Housio
OH Tak mymen — mpocto yxxac! JDxyaman, koraa
MBI BRIFPY3MM BeILH, IIOCTABb TEJEXKKY 3a AOM. A
BOT M Ball JAAA — IPHUILE] NOMOraTh BaM BBITDY-
JKATh YeMOXAHEI.

B aBepax noxkasanca AaaA KBeHTHH, BBICOKMIA
4eJIOBEK C YMHBIM JIYLIOM, HA KOTOPOM BBIAENAJIUCH
HaxMypeHHEIe 6poBu. OH yABIGHYJICA MaNbYMKaM M
nouesosan JHxopmx U AHH.

— JHo6po noxkanosats B KuppuH-KOTTEMX, —
cKkasan oH. — §1 pax, AHH, 4YTO BalllM DOAMUTESTU
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yexaJsu, IOTOMY 4YTO Telephb BH CHOBa Gyzaere 3aech,
C HaMH.

B ckopoM BpeMeHH OHH y’Ke CHAENH BOKPYTr
KPyrjoro CToja M IJOTHO 3aKycniBaau. Tersa
®aHHHM BCcerga 3apaHee roToBMJA AJNA HHX IIO-
Gosablle BCAKOM eaml K 4aio, TaK KaK 3Haja,
YTO MOCJe AOJroro NnyTellecTBUA OHM HaBEepHA-
Ka OYeHb TOJIOAHBI.

Haxonen, naxxe JKOpMK IOYYBCTBOBaJa, YTO
colta. OHAa OTKMHYJACh HA CIOIMHKY CTyJ]a, IOrJas-
ABIBAA HA BKYCHbIe cBe)kue OYJOYKH, HCIeYeHHbIe
MaMoif, M COKajeA O TOM, YTO MPOCTO He B CHJIAX
NporJoTUTh GoNbllle HH OZHOIA.

TuMMHK CHAEN PAAOM C Heil. 3a CTOJIOM He MoJja-
rajioCcb €ro KOPDMHTb, HO IIPOCTO YAHBHUTEJILHO,
CKOJIBKO JIAKOMBIX KYCOYKOB Mepenajaio emy IO
croaoml!

Betep npomomxan BeITb. OKOHHBIE paMbl
cTy4Yyanau, JABepH TPACJHCh, & KOBPMKH IHepen
ABEPAMH TO HNOAHMMAJHMCH, TO ONYCKAJHCh OT
CKBO3HAKA.

— OHu Tak BeIrAAAAT, O6yaATOo mox Hux 3abpa-
Juch 3Med, — 3ametrmwiaa AHH. Tummu, Habmopas
3a ABMXKYLIMMHCA KOBPDMKAMH, Hayaa per4ats. OH
6bL1 YMHEIM ICOM, HO €My GbLIO HEIIOHATHO, ToYe-
My 3TO ABEPHBIe KOBDMKHM BeAyT ce0A TaK CTPaHHO,
6yATO KTO-TO H3BMBAETCHA I0J HUMH.

— Hapnelocs, 4TO cerogHa K HOYH BeTep CTHXHET,
a TO NMpOLLIYyI0 HOYb OH MHEe CnaTh He AaBa, —
cxkasana tera QaHHu. — JKyaumaH, Aoporoi, uyTo-
TO ThI, II0-MOEMY, noxyzaea. Yro, oueHb» MHOro pabo-
tan? Hapo Gyner Te6A oaxKOpPMHTS.

JeTH paccMesanucCsh.

— Mama, TH cKasaja Kaxk pa3 TO, Yero Mel OT
Te6a xpanmn, — samernia [xopmx. — Bartiomku,
4T0 310?!

10



Bce OHM cHAeaHM HENOABMIYKHO, KpaliHe yAWBJIEH-
Hole. Ha Kpeite 4To-T10 rayxo aarpoxoraio. Tummu
MMOAHAJ YIUM TOPYKOM M I'POMKO 3apbIya.

— Yepenuua coppajach C KpbILIK, — CKAasal
mana Kesentun. — Bor Hakasanue-tol @anuu, Kor-
Ja LITOPM KOHYHUTCA, HAaAOo OyJeT YKpenuTh pacuia-
TaBUIMECA YepemHuIbl, & TO BO BpeMA J0XAA Hac Gy-
JAeT 3aJIUBAaTh.

et HageAanuch, YTO mocje 4YadA MX AAAA IO
O6LIKHOBEHHIO yAanIuTca K cefe B kabuHeT, HO Ha
3ToT pa3d OH He ywena. UM xoresocs nmoMrpars BO
4T0-HHUOY b, HO B MPUCYTCTBUH AAau KBeHTHHA Hu-
4Yero Xopolrero He MOrjao noayuutbca. OH perm-
TEJILHO HM BO YTO HE YMeJ MrpaTh, JaXe B CamMylo
NPOCTYIO0 KAPTOYHYIO Hrpy.

— Bmur 3Haere manbunka no umenu Ilvep Jleny-
ap? — Bapyr cnpocun aaaa KBeHTHH, nocraBas K3
KapmaHa mnuceMo. — Ilo-moemy, KynaumaH, OH
YYHUTCA B TOM JKe LIKOJIe, YTO U BHI ¢ JIMKOM.

— IIsep Jlenyap? Al Bul umeere B Buay Yepus-
Boro, — oroadsainca Jxkyauman. — Jla, OH B ogHOM
kiaacce ¢ JIlukoM. CoBepuieHHO cyMaclIeAllHil Ma-
JIBIIA.

— Yepusaswili! Ilouemy BH ero Tax npossanu? —
crpocun aaga KesenruH. — Kaxoe-to riynoe umsa
LJIA MabYMKA.

— Ecamn Gul BHI ero yBujeau, Bul Obl TaK He CKa-
3aimn, — cMmeacs, Bo3pasdua IIuk. — OH Bech y»KacHO
yepHblitl Bosockl — KakK cMOab, rj1a3a YyepHble, Kak
yroasku, 1 6poBu cJIOBHO Obl HapucoBaHbl Ha JOy
yraem. Ho Beabr ero paMuamsa Kak pa3 M 3HAUMUT
«4yepHbIlis — He mpasaa Ju? «Jlenyaps no-dpan-
Lly3CKH O3HAYAeT ¢YePHBIils.

— JIa, coBepmeHHO BepHOo. Ho KaKk MOXHO AaTh
yenoBeKy uMA YepHaBwiitl — BOCKAMKHYN AAnA
KBenTHH. — Jlesio B TOM, 4YTO A NEPeNUCHIBAIOCH C
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OTLIOM 3TOro Maibpuyuka. MBI ¢ HUM HMHTepecyeMcA
CXOAHEIMHM HAYYHBIMH mnpoliemaMu, A AaKe Hanu-
can eMy, He CMOMKET JIM OH IIPHeXaTh Ha HeCKOJBKO
AHell KO MHe M 3aXBATHUTh ¢ coB0if 3TOro MaJIbuMKa,
IIsepa.

— IlpaBna?l — BOCKJIMKHYJ ABHO 0o6GpagoBaH-
Helit [Tuxk. — Hy uTto K, aansa, oyeHp Heruioxo Oy-
IeT, eCaH cpeau Hac okaxxerca Yepusassliit. Ho Toss-
KO HMeiiTe B BULY — OH COBEPLIEHO CyMacCLIeALINit
napeHs. Hukoraa He gesaer Toro, 4To eMy roBOpAT,
Ja3aer BCIOAY, Kak ofe3bAHA, XU MHOM pa3 OniBaer
RoBOALHO Jnep3kuM. CoMHeBaloch, 4YTOOBI OH BaM
OYeHb MOHPaBUJICA.

ITocne undopmaimu, coobuiennoit Iukom, aags
KBeHTHH ABHO noxkases, 4yro npuriaacua YepHsaso-
ro. Ou He mobGHUA AepP3KHUX MaabuMuileK. Jla U «cy-
MaclIeAIInX» Toxke He GOJILHO-TO XKaJIoBaJ.

— I'M... — cxa3saJy oH, npsaya nucbMo. — JKais,
4YTO 1 HE PAcCrpocHJ Bac o 3TOM MaJIbUYMKE INPeXx-
Jie, YeM TpeAJaraTh €ro OTLY B3ATb ChIHA C coBoii.
Ho, moxer 6biTh, MHe ellle YAACTCA IOMEILUAThL €ro
npuesny.

— Her, nana, He pgenalt aroro, — ckasaaa
J>xopa, KOTOpOM NMPUILIOCH IO BKYCY TO, YTO OHA
yeasnuana o Yepuasom-Jlenyape. — Ilycts npu-
ener. Moxker, c HUM HaMm GyaeT HEMHOXKKO BeceJee.

— Tam nmocMoTpuM, — OTBeTHJ eil orel, yke
TBEPAO PELUMBIUHNIA HX B KOEM CJIyyae He JONyCKaThb
B Kuppun-KoTTemx ManbyMKa, KOTOpPOrO €ro Ceep-
CTHMKH HA3BbIBAIOT CyMACLUEeAILINM, KOTOPBIH BCIOAY
JaszaerT M oraudaerca aAepsocteio. Hait Bor crpa-
BHTBCA ¢ ogHOM J[3kopak Ge3 Toro, 4yToObl ee MoAHA-

YHUBaJ elle KaKoi-TO ALABOJIEHOK.
‘ Hakonen, k Beqmnuaiinmemy obierueHuio pebsT,
OKOJIO BOCbMM Beuepa aana KBeHTHH ywen K cebe
noynTtats. Tera PaHHU B3rJAHYJIA HA 4Yachbl.
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— AHH nopa B nocTens, u Tefe Toxke, KOpLK, —
cKasana OHA.

— Eme oaMH pasoK pasyioKHUM KOJJIEKTHBHBIN
naceanc, mamal — ynpammumsana Jxopax. — Ter
TOXKe IDMMHM yYacTHe. JTO BeAb HAIll NepBLIi Beuep
noma. Bo BCAKOM ciyuae, IIDH TAKOM yparaHe f
O4YeHb AOJINO He CMory 3acHyTb. Hy, mama, masait
e, elle OAMH TOJBLKO pa3 CHIrpaeM M moiigem
cnath. J[)KynuaH BOH Kak 3eBaeT!



T'JIABA BTOPASA
HougHoe nporcmecTBHe

IIpuaTHO 6b110 B306PATHLCA MO KPYTOH JIeCTHHLIE
B 3HaKoMble cnanbHHU. Bee netu 3esanu. oaroe ny-
TellecTBHE OYEeHb BCEX YTOMMIO.

— XoTtb 681 3TOT KYTKHUI BeTep yHACal — cKa-
3ana AHH, OTOABHMHYB B CTOPOHY LUTOPY M BIJAAbI-
BasACh B HOYb 3a OKHOM. — J[Kopmx, Ha Hebe co-
BCEeM ewe MoJsonas jgyHa. OHa TO M fes0 MeJabKaer
MexXAy MyaiuuMmuca obiakamu. s

— Hy u nycTs cee menbkaer, — npobopmoTrana
Jxopaxk, 3abupasces B rocTejab. — MHe y>KacHO XO-
aoaxo. Iloroparuimsaiica, AHH, a TO elle MPOCTY-
AULILCA TAM, OKOJIO OKHA.

— A THl CABILUMIOB LUYM BOJAH? — crpocuia
AHH, BCe ellle CTOA Y OKHA. — A yparaH Taxk M rHeT
crapelif AceHb, CBUCTHT H BOET B €ro JIUCTBeE.

— Tummu, ckopeit, Babupaiica Ko MHe Ha Mo-
crenb, — cKomaHaosana JKOpAXK, MOMAKHUMAA OKO-
YyeHeBINHe najabukl Hor. — YTO Xopowo aoma,
AHH, — TaK 3TO TO, 4T0 TUMMH MOXKeT JiexaTh Ha
moeit nocrenu! OH Jaydllle BCAKON IpeJKH.

— Jloma TeGe TOYHO TaK ke 3alpellaeTca Aep-
JKATh €ro Ha CBOeif IoCTeNH, KaK U B LIKOJe, — 3a-
Mernja AHH, CBOpPA4YMBAACH B KOMO4YEK MNOA ojesA-
aoM. — Tera @aHHM AYMAaeT, YTO OH CIIMT BOH TaM,
B CBOEM ALIHKe.

— Jla, HO Beab He MOry e s MOMelLUaTb eMy
HOYBIO Nnepe6UpaTLCA HA MOIO MOCTENb, Pa3 eMy He
XoyeTcsA CHaTh B CBOEM SALIMKe, — Bo3pa3uja
Jxopmk. — Bot Tak, Tummu, moporoit Tel MOIi.
ITorpeit MHe Horu. JlaBait croma CBOif HOC, A €ro Io-
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rnaxy. Croxkoitno#t Houn, Tum. CnokoitHolt HOuH,
AnuHu.

— CnokoitHOlt HOYM, — COHHEIM T'OJIOCOM OT-
kaukHyaacs AHH. — Hazgerocs, uTo 3tror YepHasbiii
npuener, a Tl KaKk aymaewms? Cyasa no toMy, 4To O
HeM paccKassIBaloT, ¢ HuM GyzaeTt BeceJo.

— Ma. 1 x Tomy ke nana Gyser NpoOBOAUTH Bpe-
Ma ¢ mucrepoM JleHyapoM, OTLIOM MajabyMKa, U He
CTaHeT yBA3BLIBATLCA 3a HAMH, — cKasana J[Kopmxk.
— OH, KOHEYHO, 3TOr0 He XO4YeT, HO KAaK-TO TaK
MoJIy4aeTcs, 4YTO ero NMPHUCYTCTBHE BCE MOPTHT.

— Hana KBeHTHH He MOBUT CMeATLCA, — 3aMe-
Taa AHH. — Yepecuyp OH cepbe3HBIiA.

T'poMKuit cTyk 3acraBui o6enx AeBOYEK ITOACKO-
YUTD.

— 3TO0 XJIONIHYJIa ABEPb B BAHHYIO, — CO CTOHOM
npousHecaa xopmx. — KT10-To M3 MainbuMKOB,
HaBepHOe, OCTABMJ ee OTKpHITOi. Ilana ot Takoro
LIyMa npocTo BeIXoAuT U3 cebal Bor onatel

— Hy uto x, nycrs ixynauan uau JIuk ee
3aKpOIOT, — CKadajna AHH, KOTOpPas 4yBCTBOBaJja
ceba npuATHO corpeBlueiica. Mexxay rem xkynau-
aH ¥ J[MK peluMJH, 4YTO ABEPb MOTYT 3aKDbLITh
J>xopa MaAM AHH, TAK YTO HUKTO TAK U He BHI-
Jle3 U3 I0CTeaH, YTOOBl IIPUBECTH B MOPALOK XJIO-
napyo ABepb.

"O4yeHb CKOPO HA JIECTHMIE MNOCHBLIILIAICA TOJIOC
aaau KBenTrHa, nepexpHIBIIKIA rPOXOT yparaHa.

— O, KTo-HH6Yyab M3 BAC, 3aKpoiiTe ke HaKo-
Her ary aseps! Kak s mory paforats npu Takom
wyme? ’

Bce ueTBepo pe6a? MHMIOM BHEICKOYMJIM M3 IOCTE-
aeit. Tummu cnpeirmyn ¢ kposatu Jxopax. Pe6sa-
Ta, MOCMELINBIINE B BAHHYIO, CIIOTHIKAIUCHL 0 Tum-
MH, NyTaBLUIENOCA Y HHMX noa Horamu. Hauasnace
BO3HA, XMXHMKaHbe. HakoHel Ha JIeCTHHIIE IOCJIbI-
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aguch warn aaau KsenTuna, U Bce natepo monua
pa3bexxanuch o CBOMM KOMHATaM.

¥Yparanu sce pesen. Jana KBenTuH u tera @annu
TNOAHAMKCH HA BTOpOM atax K cefe, HamepeBaACh
Je4yb cnarb. J{Bepb, BeAyllad B MX CHAJIbHIO, BbI-
peanacs y aaagu KseHTHHA M3 DYK M C Takoil cuioit
3aXJIONHYJaCh, 4YTO C COCeAHell MOJKH cBaIUJaCh
Basa.

Haga KBeHTHH NMOACKOYMI OT HEOXKMAAHHOCTH.

— Ox y 3TOT NPOKJATHIA yparaH, — APOCTHO
BOCKJMKHYJ OH. — Taxoro eme He ObIBaJIO 3a BCe
BpeM#, 4TO MHI TyT KuBeM..Ecau oH ewe Gosblue
YCMJIUTCA, JOAKHM phIGaKkoB pasHeceT B ILUENbI, XOTA
OHM M BRITALMJIM HX Ha Geper Taxk BBICOKO, Kak
TOJLKO MOTJIH.

— Cxopo Betep yTHXHeT, AOpPOroi, — yCrnoKau-
BAIOLLIMM TOHOM IpouaHecaa Tera Panuu. — Bepo-
ATHO, K YTPY BC€ YCIIOKOMTCA.

Ho ona ommmnbaacek. Yparad B Ty HOYb He YTHX.
Hanporus, on pasfyuieBajcsi BOKDYr AOMa C elle
Gosiblueit CUJION, 3aBLIBAA M BCKPDHMKHMBAA, KaK KH-
Boe cywectBo. HukTo He Mor cnatb. TumMMu Henpe-
PBIBHO THXOHBLKO pbIuaj, IIOTOMY 4YTO €My He Hpa-
BHJINCh 3TH KAQYaHHUsA, CTYKH M 3aBbIBAHHUA.

K pacceery Berep, Kasajloch, OKOHYATEJbHO CO-
pBasica ¢ uHenu. AHH MNOAYMasia, YTO OH LUYMHMT,
CJIOBHO B mpuctymne GellleHCTBA, X IOTOB B JIOOYIO
MHUHYTY COKDYILUHMTh BC€, YTO TOJbLKO BO3MOXKHO.
HcnyranHas, oHa Jie)kasa B IIOCTEJIHM H ApoKaia.

Bapyr nocasiuianca KakoM-TO CTPAHHBIN LIyM —
rpOMKOE M IOpDeCTHOe CTeHAHMe M CKpeXXeT, Kak
6YATO KTO-TO MCIBITHIBAET HeBHIHOCUMYIO Gosb. OGe
JEeBOYKH, OXBAYEHHLIE YXKacoM, CeJM B CBOMX KpO-
Batax. Yro 6u1 aTo Morno 6uiTs?

Mansunkn toXe ycasiany wym. [Dxyauax
BEINPLITHYJ M3 KPOBaTH M nonﬁ'em K. oxny Oko-
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JIO IOMa pOC CTaphlil ACeHBb, BRICOKHI M YEepPHEII nIpu
mepuaoneM JyHHOM csere. OH MeAJIEHHO KJIOHHWJI-
ca BHU3!

— 9ro acenn! On nanaerl — saopan Kyauas,
yTh He A0 MOJYyCMepPTH HanyraB J[MKa CBOMM KpH-
koM. — S TeGe roesopio — ox nanaer! OH o6pylunr-
ca Ha aoM. Ckopee Gern, npexynpeaun aeBoyek!

C rpoMkuM KpHMKOM JDKyJauaH BBICOKOYMJ H3
KOMHATH Ha MJOLIAAKY JECTHHULIBI.

— JHanal Teral HDxopnx, Aunl Beicrpee Gerure
suu3. fceHn naxaer.

J>kopuK BHIMPBIrHYJA M3 MOCTEJH, CXBaTHJa
cBoit XaJaTMK M KHMHyJach K JBepH, I'POMKO IoO-
apaB AHH. [leBuylIKa BCKOpe NPHCOEAMHMJIACH K
Hell. TumMmu Geaxan Brnepeau. ¥ ABepH B CNAIBHIO
TeTd DaHHM NOABMICA AAAA KBEeHTHH, BBICOKMIA,
YAUBJEHHBIN, TOPOIJMBO 3almaxuBaBlIuii Ha cebe
xasnar.

— Yro auaunt Bech 3tor wrym? J[kyauaH, B ueM
aeno?

— Tera ®aunul Cnyckaiitech BHM3 — fCeHb na-
naet! ITocnyuaiite, KaK OH CKPHUIIUT M CTOHET, —
sasonua JxyauaH BHe ce6a or HereprneHusa. — OH
pyxHer Ha KoMmHaty M cnaasHul Caywaiite, BOT
ceituac oH ynazner!

OrpoMHBbIit ACEHB, C KODHEM BBLIPBAHHLIN M3 3eM-
JY BeTPOM, C yIKAacalolMM BOIOLLUM 3BYKOM THXe-
Jo obpymnnca Ha Kuppun-korrenx. Pasnanca or-
JYUIMTENBHBIA TPECK, 4 3aTE€M CTYK Yepenull, IoChI-
[aBIUIKXCA CO BCEX CTOPOH HA 3eMJII0.

— DBo:xe Thl Moill — BockaukKHysna GegHasa TeTA
®aHHM, 3aKphIBaA raasa pykoit. — JI 3nana: uto-
10 cayuurcal KseHTuH, HamM gaBHO HaLO ObLIO CrIM-
JIUTh BEPXYLIKY 3TOro Aepesa. 51 anasia, 4To B cay-
4yge CHJIbHOIO yDargHa oHO yrnager Ha aoM. B kakom
&epb cosToaRumKpLIIga?



ITocne OrnyUIMTEALHONO TpPECKAa CJABIILIAIKNCH Ka
KHe-TO ApYTHe, MéHee rPOMKHe-3BYKH: YTO-TO naja
Jao, Gyxano, pasbuBanocek. et He MOHMMAJH, Y
npoucxoauT. THMMHM CTpalIHO paccepanca
rpomko 3anaan. Haaa KBeHTHH pasapakeHH
XJIOMMHYJI MO CTOJNY C TaKo# cuioif, 4TO Bce Tak
IOACKOYHJIH.

— 3acrass 3T0ro nca yHarscal 5 ero BEILUBLIDH
orciogal

Ho HHYTO B 3TY HOYB He MOrJO 3acTaBuTh Tu
MM MepecTaTh JAafATh M DhIYaTh. B KOHIE KOHLO
JI>KOpIK 3aTOJNIKANA €ro B TEILTYIO KYXHIO M TUIOTH
NPHUKPLLUIA OBEPH Iepel ero HOCOM.

— §I cama roToBa 3anasaTh M 3apblyaTh, — CKal
3asa AHH, NPEKpPACHO NOHMMABLIAA HACTPOEHHU
Tummu. — JKyauaH, a 4YTO, AepeBO IIPOJOMMJI
Kpoiy?

HOana KBeHTHH B3sJ 37eKTpUYecKUil GoHApHK
APKOi JIAMIIOYKOI M OCTOPOXKHO NOAHAJICA M0 JIeC
HUILle Ha IUIOIIAAKY, 4YTOObl yCTAHOBHUTB, KAaKoO
yuep6 npuynHeH gomy. Koraa oH couren BHH3, J
1o y Hero 6u1jy0 61egHoOe.

— JlepeBo NpOJIOMHJIO 4YepAAaK, BAABHJO BHYTP!
KPBILIY M Pa3pyLUMJIO CIATbLHIO AeBOYeK, — CKa3
OoH. — BoJablnaa BeTKa MPOHMKJIA TAKI)KEe B KOMHA'
MaJb4YMKOB, HO CaMa KOMHATA He O4YeHb IOCTPaja:
na. A BOT KOMHATa AeBOYEK COBEPIIEeHHO pa3pylil
Hal Ecin 661 OHM OCTAMHCh B CBOMX IOCTENAX, W
6n1 yomno.

Hukro He mpousHec HM cjoBa. CrpaurHo 6bLi
Aaxke NMOAyMaTh, KaKoOl OnmacHOCTH 4YyAoM H3bexxa:
au Jxopax U1 AHH.

— BrixoguT, XOpoILIO, YTO A 3a0paj BO BCe Irop
JO, 4TOoOBl NpEeRyNpeAuTh HMX, — BEceJO CKa3s
JoxynuaH, BuaA, Kak nobeaesna AHH. — Hwuuero
HHU4Yero, AHH, THl TOJIBKO MOAYMAaMH, KaAKyI0 HCTOPH
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Tl CMOXKELIb PAcCKa3aTh, KOraa BepPHEUILCH Iocje
WHKKYJ B UKoyl

— §1 pymalo, HamM BceM Gyzaer O4YeHb IOJIE3HO
NLIIMTB TI0 YalledyKe ropAdYero Kakao, — CKasaja
rorn @QanHu, B3AB ceba B pyKu. OHa GnLia TOXKe
ewasHo nmorpAceHa. — Ilolixy mpurorosmio. KeeH-
THM, TIOCMOTDH, T'ODHT JIH elllé OrOHb B KaMHHe B
rnoeM Kabunete. HaM Hano HeMHOMXKO corperncsl

OroHs B KaMHMHe elle ropej, M Bce coOpajuch
oxono Hero. Koraa tera ®aHHM BOLLIA C YAlLIKAMH
KIKAO, HAJA KOTOPLIMH MOAHMMAJICA Iap, BCe APYHK-
110 ee NPHUBEeTCTBOBAJIH.

OrnuBasa no rjoToYyKy Kakao, AHH C JOGONbIT-
('uOM OcMaTpHBajia KoMHaTy. IMeHHO 3aech AAnA
ANNUMAJICA CBOMMHM CJOMKHBIMM HCCIEAOBAHUAMH.
JJleCh 2Ke OH mucasl CBOM MYZAPEHBbIe KHHUIH, B KOTO-
puix AHH HUM CJIOBA He TNOHUMAaJsa. 3AeCh OH YePTHJ
CBOM TPUYYAJUBBIE AUArDAMMEI M IIPOM3BOAMJ
MIIOrOYHCJIEHHBIE CTPAHHBIE OMNBITHI.

Brnipouem, B paHHBIN MOMeHT asans KseHTUH He
BLIMIAZEA TAKHMM YK YMHBIM. ¥ Hero Obl1 CKopee
KAKON-TO NMpHCTBLKEeHHBIN BuA. IIpuunHy ero AHH
yaiaja o4eHb CKOPO.

— KsentuH, TtoabKo Oaarogaps MHJIOCEpPAHIO
BoxxbeMy HUKTO U3 Hac He 6bla paHeH uau your, —
cicasana tera PaHHMU, AOBOJABHO CYPOBO IVIAAA Ha
csoero my»ka. — S rosopuna Ttebe AecCATKH paas:
CIIWIH BEPXYIIKY 3TOro sceHA. §I 3Hasa, 4TO OH
CAUMIIKOM OONBLION M TAMKEJIBIA M B CHMJbHBIN ypa-
'aH He ycTOMT. $I Bce Bpems Gosiach, 4TO OH 0OGpy-
JLIUTCA Ha JOM. C e

— Ha, a 3Halo, aoporaa, — cKasana aAaaa Keen-
WH, YCWJIEHHO Mellas JIOXKe4Koi kakao. — Ho a B
;loc.nemme MecALb! GbI TaK 3aHAT.
— TaI Bceraa Ha 3TO CCLLIACIULCA B ONpasjaHUe
TOrO, YTO HEe AeJaelllb COBEPLUEHHO HEOTJIOXKHbIe Be-
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mm, — cO B3aoxoM Bodpaswiaa teta Panuu. — B
6yayiieM MHe IIPUAETCA CAMOIl BCEM 3THUM pacriopf-
skaTecA. S He MOry ROMYCTHTB, 4TOOLI HALA YKM3HD
noasepranacs nogofHoit onacHocTu!

— Ho Bexns Taxkoe caydaeTcA pas B CTO JeT, —
BeKpuuana aanAa KBeHTHH, HAUUHAA yiKe CepaAUThCA.
ITorom, BuAA, 4TO TeTA PaHHU AEMCTBUTENBHO IO-
TpACEHA, PACCTPOEHA M TOro IVIAAM PacIuiavyeTcs, OH
cmaryuaca. IlocTtaBuB CBOIO YallIKy Ha CTOJ, OH 00-
HAN ee.

— Ta ucneiTana cuwibHelilllee NOTpAceHHe, —
cKkaszasn oH. — Hu o0 ueM He TpeBO:KbCA. MoxeT, K
YTPY BBIACHHUTCA, 4YTO Bce OOCTOMT He TaK Y¥X M
CTPALIHO.

— Ax, KBeHTHH, BRIACHMTCA TOJBKO, YTO BCE I'0O-
pasmo Xy»ke, YyeM MBI ZyMaeMmM, — CKasajla TeTd
®auuu. — I'me Bce MBI GyaeM cnaTh B 3Ty HOYb H
YTO HaAM AeJIaTh, IOKA He MOYMHAT KPBIIIY M He OT-
PEeMOHTHPYIOT BepXxHHe KOMHAThI? JleTH TOJIBKO 4TO
npuexaau. B fomMe HA NPOTAMXKEHNH HECKOJBKHX He-
nens 6yaer noaHo pabounx. He 3Haio, Kak co BceM
3THM CNIPaBUTHLCA.

— IIpemoctaBr BCce MHe! — BOCKJIMKHYJ IOALA
Ksentun. — $ Bce ynaxy, He BoJHyiica. MHe
AKajab, YTO TAK CJAYYMHIOCh, OYEHb KaJb, TeM Gonee
410 BHHOBAT B 3TOM A. HO A nosa6Gouycs 060 Bcex —
BOT YBUAHIUL!

Tera PaHHH He OYEHBL-TO MOBEPUJIA €ro 3aBepe-
HHUAM, HO Bce ke oHa Opura 6iarogapHa 3a IOMBITKH
MYXKa ee YCIOKOMTb. J[eTH Ciylraau MoJja4a, IOIH-
pas ropsadee Kakao. Iaxa KseHTnH Obl1 Takoit He-
OOBIKHOBEHHO YMHBII, TAK MHOIO 3HaJI, HO npeHed-
peYb TAKOH HEOTJIOMKHON Bellbl0 — CIIMJIHTBH Bep-
XYIIKY CTaporo aepeBa — 370 ObLIO Ha Hero He
noxoxkel MHoit pa3 kasanocs, OH MPOCTO KAaKOM-TO
He OT MHpa cero.
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Jloxxuteca B nocrens 610 GeccmbicieHHO. Kom-
HaThl HaBepxy Gbuin 6o coBceM pa3pylueHsl, 6o
3aBaJIeHHl KaKHMHM-TO OGJIOMKAMH H IIOKDBITHI Ta-
KHMM Ty4aMM IBUIH, 4YTO craTth TaM GbIJIO HeBO3-
MokHO. Tera ©aHHM NPHHANACH DACCTMIATH KOB-
puKM Ha auBaHax. OpguH auBaH Obi1 B KabGuHere,
Apyro#f, oueHb GoabLIoit, B rocTHHON M TpeTwHii, mo-
MeHblle, B cT0J0BOM. OHA HAILIA B CTEHHOM LUKAa-
¢y packaagymky u ¢ nomomusio J[)kyanana ycraHo-
BHIJIA €e.

— IIpngerca oboiiTuch T€M, 4YTO €cTh, — CKasa-
Jaa oHa. — Hous, npaBaa, mo4TH yxe Ha UCXohe, HO
nonnpofyeM BCe-TaKM XOThb HEMHOrO Iocrnarb. Ypa-
raH Terneps yxxe Bpoje Obl He TaK CBUPEINCTBYeT.

— [Hla, Bech ymepb, Kakoi TOJbBKO MOXHO ObLI0,
OH Y€ NPUUYMHWJI, TAK 4YTO Telepb MOXKET YCIIOKO-
UTBCA, — MpayHO mnpou3Hec AAaA KeeHTHMH. —
JlagHo, noroBopuM 060 BceM yTpOM.

ITocne Taxkoro Bo3byxkaeHuA AeTAM ObLIO TPYAHO
3aCHYTB, XOTA OHHM M O4YeHb YCTANH. AHH Pa3BOJHO-
Basnack. Kak ke Teneps BCe OHM CMOTYT OCTATLCA B
Kuppuu-korremxe? Tere @anHM GyaeT CAMILIKOM
TAxKeN0 ¢ HUMU. Ho yexars kK cefe oHu He mMorum,
NOTOMY 4YTO poAuTeseik noma He 6b110 M AoM GbLT HA
LieJbI MecALl 3aKOJIOYEH.

«Hapelocs, HacC He OTIpaBAT OOPATHO B LUKO-
ay», — aymana AHH, neitaAch noypofHee ycTpo-
UTHLCA Ha AWBAHe. 310 6bLI0 GBI IPOCTO YXKACHO IIO-
cJie TOro, KaK OHH CO BCEMHM IOMNPOLUATIHChL U TaK Be-
CeJI0 yexaa Ha KaHHUKYJIbI.

I xopmk Gosnace Toro Jxe camoro. OHa GbLia
yBepeHa, 4YTO 3aBTPA XKe YTPOM HX BCEX OTIPAaBAT
oGpaTHO B IUKOJY. OTO O3HAYANO, YTO BO BpeMSA HbI-
HEIIHUX KaHHKYJ OHM Gojblue He yBuAATcA ¢ JKy-
auaHoM ¥ JIuKoM — Beab MaJBYUKH YYUJIUCH B
APYyroi# 1koJie.

21



TuMMmH ObLI €AMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO HM O 4Ye€M H
6ecrioxonuca. On nexan Ha Horax JIPKOPIIK, CJIerka
noxpansiBasg, COBepIIeHHO cyacTauBblit. Iloka o
6ew1 ¢ xopmx, eMy OBLJIO PEIIMTENBHO BCE PABHO
Kyna exats!




TJIABA TPETHhA
Y aspn KBeHTHHa popMAach HAes

Ha cnexnyiolee yTpo BeTep ele AyJ BOBCIO, HO
yparan OyiueBas yke He ¢ Takoi cuioit. Pribaku c
ofseryeHMeM OGHADY)KWJIHM, 4YTO HX BhITAlllEHHBIE
na Geper CyAeHBIILIKH TTOYTH COBCEM He IOCTPafaJIu.
Ho BecTh 0 HecyacTHOM cayyae B KnppuH-korremxe
oueHb ObicTpo ofJeTesa BCIO OKPYTry; NOABHUIMUCH Aa-
e 3eBaKH, MOXKeJaBlIne CBOMMH IJIa3aMH yBUAETh
BbIDBAHHOE C KODHEM JepeBO, pyXHYyBLlIee Bceil
CBOE# TAMKECTHIO HA MaJIeHbKHM JOM.

Hetu He 6e3 yAOBOJIBLCTBHA PACCKAa3bIBAIM O TOM,
KaK MM YyAOM yAanoch crnactuch. IIpu cBere aHsA
CTaJ OYeBHAEH rPOMAAHBIN yiiep6, KOTOPhI# Orpom-
Hoe aepeBO NMPHYHMHMAO gaoMy. OHO pa3bmiao KpbI-
uy, CJIOBHO CKOPJIYMKY Alna; KOMHATHI Ha BepX-
HeM 3Take OBIIM B JKYTKOM COCTOAHHMH.

JKeHuMMHA, TPHXOAMBIIAA U3 IePEBHH IIOMOraTh
tere PaHHU MO X03AUCTBY, NPH 3TOM 3peJauLle BOC-
KJUKHYJA:

— Tocioau, na 4TobBI IPHUBECTH BCE ITO B NOPA-
IOK, norpefyerca He ogHa Heaeas! Bel cBasanucek co
crpoutenamu? $1 Gul Ha BallleM MecTe HeMeaJIeHHO
BLI3BAJIA MX CIOAA, YTOOL! OHM MMOCMOTPENH, YTO TYT
Tpebyerea caenars.

— O6o BceM 3TOM 3a6ouycs A, muccuc Jeitau, —
ckasan aaaa KeeHTHH. — Mosa JkeHa mnepeHecja
ciiabHBIN 1WOK. OHA He B COCTOAHMM caMa 3aHM-
maThca aenamu. Ilepsoe, 4TO HAnO caenarb, — 3TO
pewuuTh, KaK ObITH ¢ AeTbMH. IIOCKONBKY Yy HAc HeT
NPUTOAHBIX IJIA JKWIbA CIAJIeH, OCTABATbCA 3J€Ch
OHHM He MOryT.
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— HmM, Geansxkkam, IMOMXKadyil, Jydllue BCero
BEPHYTLCA B ILIKOJNY, — BcTaBuwiaa tetd PanHHHU.

— Her. A npugyman xKoe-uto nonyyuie, — 00b-
asun paga KBeHTHMH, BHITACKMBAasg M3 Kapmasa
nucbMo. — Koe-uto ropaspo, ropaspo Jayuure. Ce-
TOAHA YTPOM A IOJYYMJ IHCBMO OT 3TOr0 CaMoro
Jlenyapa, Hy, 3HaeTe, TOro, KOTOPhIif MHTEpecyeTcs
TEeMH )Xe JIKCIIepHMeHTaMH, 4YT0o H A. OH nuuer...
MOROXKANTE-K& CeKYHIOYKY, A ceifuac BaM IIpouTy
Kyco4yeK M3 ero nucbma. A, BOT 310 Mecto. — U p1-
an KsenTH npouyen Bciayx: — «C Bamueit cTopoHs!
Oo4YeHBb JI00e3HO NMPHUIrJIAcCUTh MeHA K cefe ¢ npeaso-
sxeHueM B3ATh ¢ cofoit moero ceiHa, IIwepa. Ilo-
3BOJIbTE H MHe, CO CBOelt CTOPOHKI, IIPUIJIACUTSD K Ce-
Ge Bac u Bamnx gereit. 1 He 3HaI0, CKOJIBLKO HUX Y
Bac, Ho aoM y Hac GojabllOit, ¥ MBI BCEX IIPHMEM C
pagoctbio. Mot IIsep, Tak ke Kak M ero cecTpeHka
Mbspube.rn, 6yayT UM O4YEHbL PaabI».

Hana KBeHTHH no6eAOHOCHO B3MVIAHYJ HA JKEHY.

— Bot suauius! ITo-moemy, aro npocTo 3ameua-
TeJIbHOE NpUIJIALLIeHNe, M NMPHUIIUIO OHO KaK HeJb3A
Gosee kcraTu. Mu1 orripasuM Beex peGAT B AOM 3TO-
10 rocrnoaMHA.

— KsentnH, na Kak e 310 MOxXHO? Beab Ml
COBEPIIIEHHO HU4Yero He 3HaeM HH O HEeM, HH O ero
ceMbe, — Bo3pa3uJa Tera PaHHU.

— Ero ceiH yunTtca B ogHoit mkoie ¢ Ixyaua-
HOoM n IukoM, u A 3Hai0, 4T0 JleHyap — upeaBbI-:
yaliHo yMHBI Manslill — 3aaBun aaga Ksentun
TAKMM TOHOM, Kak 6yaro 3ato 6ulio camoe riaB-

Hoe. — §I ceftuac sxe emy nossonio. Kakoit y Herg
Homep TenedoHa?

Ilepex nMUOM BHEe3ANHON PEIUIMMOCTH CYIpYy-
ra pacnopagHThCA BCEM CAMOCTOATEJLHO, 're'm-f
®anHu uyBcTBoBana ceba Gecnmomouruoii. Ox"
6LI NMPHUCTRIKEH, TAK KAK HecYacThe C uomom%’
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NpPOM3OLIJIO M3-3a ero 3a6BIBUMBOCTH, M BOT Te-
nepr BCAYECKH CTApPAJICA NOKA3aTh, YTO YMeeT
nenaTth Aeno, Korga 3axoder. OHa ycaslmana,
Kak OH HabupaeT HOMep, M Haxmypujaach. Kak
OHM MOTYT BOT Tak ¢ OyxTei-6apaxTbL oOTnpas-
JIATH JeTell B COBepPLIEHHO He3HaKoMoe MecTo?!

Hana KseHTHH nonokun TpyOKYy Ha peIyar M
noLueJ MCKAaTh XeHy. Bux y Hero 6bL1 cuArowmii,
OH ObLT ABHO O4YeHb A0BOJIeH coboik.

— O6o BCceM AOIOBODHJINCH, — 3AABMJ OH. —
Jlenyap B BOCTOpPreé — TMpAMO-TaKM B Bocropre. OH
NOBOPHT, 4TO JIOOHT, Korga B AOMe MHOro nereif,
TAK JKe KaK M ero ’KeHa, a ero aBoe pefaTuiuex
MAYT He AOMAYTCA Hamux pebar. Ecau Ham ynacrt-
CcA HAHATHh MAILUWHY CerofHs, OHM MOrYT Cpa3y e
OTHIPABNATHCA.

— Ho, KBeHTHH, MBI IIDOCTO He MOXKEM OTIIy-
CTHTh MX K COBEPLIEHHO He3HaKOMbIM joaam! Um
3TO OTHIOABb He IPHAETCA MO BKyCy. I He yAMBIIOCH,
ecm Jlxopmx BooOLIe OTKAXKEeTCA exarTh, — 3aABH-
na tera PaHHM.

— Ax na, THl Koe 0 yeM MHe HanomHmia. OHa
He poyxHa 6pats ¢ coboit Tumorn, — coobwun as-
aa Kseurun. — IToxowke, Jlenyap e mobut cobax.

— Hy uT0 , THI caM NOHUMAaEIUb, YTO B TAKOM
cayyae JDKOpAK MPOCTO He MoeAeT. OTO Ke TIyIo,
KsentnH. Byaro Tefe He mu3sBecTHO, uTo J[»KOpmx
Ge3 TumoTH HUKYyAa He noexet!

— Ha ator pas eit npugerca noexars, — 3aABHI
aana KBeHTHH, IMOJHBIN PEeLlIMMOCTH HE AONYCTHUTD,
yT0o0b!I J[)KOPAK COpPBAJIa ero BeJHKOJIENHbIe IJa-
Hbl. — BoT ¥ aeru npuman. I cnpomy Mx, Kak
OHHU OTHECYTCA K ToMy, 4ToOBl nmoexartsb K JleHyapy.
IlocMOTPHM, YTO OHHM CKAXYT.

On nosBan pebat x cefe B kabuHer. OHM BoOLU-
JI¥, NPMIOTOBMBLUMCH YCJIBILIATh HEMPHUATHYIO HO-

25



BOCTh: MO BCeH BEPOATHOCTH, HM BCEM MNpPUAETCA
BEPHYTBLCA B LIKOJY.

— IloMHHMTE TOrO ManbYHMKa, 0 KOTOPOM A I'OBO-
pun ¢ Bamu Buepa? — Havan gaga KseHTHH. —
IIsepa Jlenyapa, KOTOPOro Bhl HA3bIBAJIM KAaKHM-TO
HeJIeNBIM ITPO3BHILIEM.

— YepHsaBHIfl, — B OAUH I0JIOC OTKJHUKHYJIUCh
Joxyauan u JIuk.

— Ax na, Yepuasuiit. Hy Tak BoT, ero orer Jio-
6e3HO MPHUIJACHJ BAC BCEX OCTAHOBUTLCA Yy HEro Ha
IInke Kontpabanaucra, — ckasan naada KBeHTuH.

HeTH yauBHINCS.

— IInk Konrpabanaucra? — nepecnpocua uk,
BoOOpasKeHHe KOTOPOro Iopasiiio CTPaHHOe Ha3Ba-
Hue. — Yo rakoe Ilux Konrpabanaucra?

— OTO0 Ha3BaHMe ero A0Ma, — OTBETHJ AAAA
Ksentun. — OH oueHb CTApbIii U CTOMT HaA Bep-
HIMHEe KAaKOro-To CTPAHHOro0 X0JMa, OKPYKEeHHO-
ro GoxoTaMH, KOTOPBIe KOrga-To IIOKPbIBaJ0
mope. B cBoe BpemMsa xoam Owla ocTpoBOoM, a ceii-
4Yac 3TO MNPOCTO BBICOKMM XOJIM, BO3BBLILIAIO-
mwuiica cpeau Goaor. B Gminble BpemMeHa 3jech
saHMMaauch KOHTpaGaupgoii. Kak s cablan,
MecTO BechbMa cBoeofpasHoe.

Bce aro Bei3BasIO y peGaT xuBeitiunii nHTepec. K
Tomy ke Jxynuany u JIuKy Bceraa HpasuJica Yep-
HABb# Jlenyap. OH GbLI AECTBUTEIBHO COBEpILIEH-
HO OroJITeJLIM MapHeM, HO C HUM Bceraa ObnLio
O4YeHb MHTepecHO. BO3MOXKHO, OHM NpPEeKpacHO Npo-
BEIYT BpeMs B ero obuiecTse.

— Hy kax, Bam xouerca noexats? Hau ke Bbl
NpeANOYNTACTEe BEPHYTLCA B IUKOJY M NPOBECTH Ka-
HUKYJbI TamM? — HeTepneauso crnpocui asaas Ksen-
THH.

— O HeT, TONBKO He B LUKOJY! — OTBETH/JIM OHH
XOpoM.
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— § 611 ¢ yroBosiscTBMEM oTnpaBuica Ha IIuk
Kourpabanaucra, — ckasan Iluk. — 3By4YHUT BeCh-
Ma TpPHBNEKATeJIBHO, M, KpOMeé TOro, MHe BCerga
HpaBwica YepHaBsiit, 0cOGEHHO NOCJTe TOro, KaK OH
MOANMIMI HOXKKY CTyJIa HAILLIero KJIACCHOro Ha¢Tas-
Huka. Kak tonsko mucrep ToMc cen, oHa ToTyac

TNOAJIOMHUIACK.
— I'M... He MoOHMMAI0, KAK NOAOOHLI! TPIOK MO-
JKeT BRI3BATh K KOMY-aAu60 pacrojoKeHue, — BO3-

MyTHiICA AaaA KBeHTHH, KOTOpOMY IOHEI Mucrep
JleHyap Hayan BHYLIATh HEKOTOPbIEé OMACeHMA. —
Iloxanyit, camoe aydluee JJIA BAC — 3TO BCE-TAKH
BEPHYTLCA B LIKOJY.

— Ax Her, HeTl — 3akpuuanu Bce. — IaBaiite
noexeM Ha IIuk Kourpabanaucral Jasaiite o6sasa-
TeasHO mmoeaem tynal

— Hy urto x, — 3amernn aana KsenTuH, no-
BOJIBHBIN 3HTY3Ma3MOM, KOTODBIM BbI3BIBAN y pebAT
ero mnaH. — CoBcTBeHHO roeopsA, s yxe 060 BceM
porosopuiicsi. HeCKOMIbKO MMHYT TOMY Hasaja A ro-
Bopua ¢ Mmucrepom Jlenyapom no TtenedpoHy. On
oueHb GUIArOCKJIOHHO OTHeCCS K 3TOii 3aTtee.

— A mory s B3aTh ¢ coboit Tummnu? — cripocuna
Bapyr [xopmx.

— Het, — orBeTna eif oreny, — 6010Ch, YTO HeT.
Mucrep Jlenyap He ao6uT cobax.

— B TakoM ciyyae OH He MOXKET MHe IOHpa-
BUTbLCA, — yrpiomo 3aasmna JHxopmx. — Bea Tum-
MM A He Ioeny.

— 3HauuT, Tefe NMPHUAETCA BEPHYTHLCA B IUKO-
ay, — pe3ko napuposain oteun. — M nepectrans
ayrteea, Hxopaxk. Tel 3HaemIs — A 3TOro He Jo0IIO.

Ho Iopmx u yxoM He mosesna. OHa oTBepHYy-
aach ot orua. OcransHbie pebATa CMOTpPeaH Ha Hee C
yxkacom. Hey:xkTo crapuHa J[»KOpAK AacT BOJIO CBO-
eMy HOpoBy M Bce ucnoptut?! Ornpasutsca Ha IIuk
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Kourpabangucra — Begb 3TO K€ TaK HMHTepecHOo!
Koneuno, 6e3 Tummu Gyaer coscem Hé To. Y Bce-Ta-
KM He MOIVIH Ke OHH BCe BEPHYTbCA Hasax B LUIKOJIY
TOJABKO MOTOMY, 4TO JDKODZAK OTKAa3bIBaeTca KyAa
61 TOo HM ObLIO exaTh Ge3 cBoeit cobaku!

Bce nepeminin B rocTuHyio. AHH B3Aaa Jxopaxk
nox pyKy, Ho JIKOpIK OT Hee OTMaxHYyJach.

— I xopmxk! Tel npocTo ofsa3aHa moexars C Ha-
MH, — 3asaBuna AHH. — JI He MOry OTNpaBUTHCA
Tyna Ge3 Tela: BUAETh, KAK ThI OQHA BO3BpAlllaellb-
cA B LUKOJY, — HET, A 3TOr0 He nepeHecy!

— 51 BoBce He Oyay oaHa, — BO3pasmia
Joxopax. — Co muoit 6yger Tummu.

OcranbHuie pefsATa CTAIH YyroBapuBaTh ee H3Me-
HHTh CBOE pellIeHHMe, HO OHA TOJbKO OTMaxXHBaJach
OT HHUX.

— OcTtasbTe MeHA B OKoe. MHe Hazxo noaymars.
Kaxum ob6pasom mMm apobepemcs a0 Iluka Koutpa-
6auaucra? I'me on Haxoaurca? Ilo xakoit mopore
MBI nToegem?

— Mu noegeM Ha MalUMHe, HAXOAUTCA OH Trie-
T0 Ha Oepery, Tak 4TOo, moJjiarailo, MbI IoeaeM I10
npubpexxHoit gopore. A noyeMy Thl CIpallIHBaelllb,
Jxopmx? — obparunaca K Hel lxyanas.

— Iloskanyiicra, HH O 4yeM He crpalwuusai, —
orpesana Jopmx. OHa BeILIa M3 AOMa BMeCTe C
Tummu. OcranbHble pe6aTa He nouwtu 3a Heit. Kor-
aa xxopmx Oblia B JypHOM HACTPOEHHMH, HMETh C
Helt geso 6BLIO He CAMILIKOM INPHATHO.

Tera ®aHHM HaYajJa YMNAKOBBLIBATHL MX BeLlH,
XOTA KOe-KaKue npeaMerhbl, HAXOAUBIUMECA B KOM-
HaTe JeBOYEeK, HeBO3MOXKHO ObuLI0 aocrath. Uepea
HeKoTopoe speMa J[Kopak BepHyJaach, HO TuMMH C
Heit He 6bL10. OHA HEMHOIO MoBecesea.

— T'ne Tum? — Toryac ke cnpocuna AHH.

— Tawm rae-to, — npoBopmorana Jxopmx.
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— Tw egewts ¢ HamMu? — cnpocun xyaman,
r1AgA Ha Hee.

— Jla, A pemmmna mnoexatb, — OTBETHUJA
JDxopmxK, HoyeMy-To He IIAQA eMy B riasa.

«K yemy 6n1 31079 — mnoaymMan MaJbyHK.

Tera PaHHM HAKOPDMHJA MX IOPAHBLIE, & YYTh
rnoaxxe 3a HUMH npuxkaruia Gonbmaa mamunHa. OHn
safpanuce B Hee; aAna KBeHTHH Benes UM mepe-
JaTh MHOYKECTBO BCEBO3MOXKHBIX coOflieHuM niaa
mucrepa Jlenyapa, a Tera ®QaHHM Ha MpOLUAHHE
KayXJ0r0 rouejosasa.

— Ouens Hagelocs, BaM Gyager xopowo Ha IInke
Konrpabanaucra, — ckasana oHa. — Cpaay e,
KakK npueneTe, HAIMIINTE MHE M PAcCKaXKHUTe, Kax
H 4TO.

— A passe Mu He OyaeM npomatsca ¢ Tum-
Mu? — cnpocuna AHH, WIMPOKO DAcCKpPHIB rjiasa
oT yauBaeHusa, 4uto xopax Mmoraa o6 3Trom 3a-
6biTh. — JDKODAXK, HEyKeaH Thl TAK BOT yeAelllb,
He IPOCTACH co crapnHolt TuMmMnu?

— Teneps y»e HUYEro U3IMEHUTh HEJNb3A, — 3a-
ToponuiacA AAAA KBEHTHH, HCIIYraBIUMCh, KAk Obl
J>xopax CHOBA He 3ayTIPAMMJIACH.

— Tax... Boaurens, moxere tporarscal IToxa-
ayi#cra, noeaxatitTe He caaMIIKOM ObICTPO.

Maxaa pykamMum M BBRIKDUKHBAA CJIOBa ITpolua-
HHA, AeTH orpexanau or KuppuH-korremxa. Korza
OHH OTJIAHYJAMCHh H YBHAENH KPHIIY, ITPOJOMJIEH-
HYIO YIIABLIKM JepeBOM, BCeX OXBATHia rpycts. Hy
HHMYero, BaXXHO, YTO MX He OTnpaBuan o6paTHO B
mkoay. IIpu meicin o YepHAaBoM m ero pome co
crpaHHeIM HasBaHuem IIuxk Koutpabanaucra sce
HEMHOYKKO NOBeCceJIesNH.

— ITuxk KonrpaGanaucral o yero ke uHTEpec-
Hoe Ha3BaHue! — ckasana AHH. — S mpeacraBasA0
cebe crapelif AOM, CTOALIMI Ha CaMoOil BeplLINHe
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xoama. 1 moayMatrh TOJBKO — KOrga-To 3to Obla
ocrpoB. Xoresna 6bl A& 3HATh, NOYEMY MOpE€ OTCTYIH-
JIo, a Ha ero MecTe ocraauchk Gosora.

JOxopmK Kakoe-TO BpeMsA cuaesa moada. Mex
TeM MaluMHA Hecuaack Bnepen. OcraiabHble pebsata
MOrJIAfEeJIH HA Hee PA3OK-APYTOM M NPHILUIH K BbI-
BORY, 4TO OHa TocKyer mo Tummu. Opnako npu
3TOM BHJ y Hee OblL1 He 0COGEHHO IPYCTHBIIA.

Mammua B3ofpasack Ha XOJM, a IIOTOM cTaja
6LICTPO cIycKaThCa Mo CKJIQHY. Korma oHM cHOBa
BhIEXaJIM HA NpAMyIo aopory, IKOpmK HaKJIOHH-
JIaCh ¥ TPOHYJIa BOAMTENA 38 PYKY.

— ByasTe n0o0phl, OCTAHOBHTECh HA MHHYTOYKY.
Mu pomxHB 3mech noaobfpaTh elle OgHOrO mnacca-
JKHpa.

JIxkynuan, [Iuk 1 AHH YAMBJIEHHO YCTaBMJINCh
Ha JDxopax. Boaurens, TakyKe HECKOJBKO YAHWB-
JIEHHBIH, OCTAHOBMJA MawmuHy. IKOpAK OTKpbL1a
JABEepLy ¥ 'POMKO CBUCTHYJA.

Kaxkoe-To cyiiecTso cTpesoi BBICKOYHMJIO H3
NPHMAOPOMKHBIX 3apocjel M pPafoCTHO BCKOYMJIO
B MawnHy. 310 6611 Tummul OH Bcex oGauasau,
HACTYNMJ KaXAOMY HA HOTM M pa3pas3ujcA Ja-
eM, TOBODHMBIUMM O TOM, 4YTO OH B3BOJHOBAaH M
CYAaCTJIMB.

— I'M... — ¢ COMHEHHEM B roJioce CKa3ajl BOAM-
Tenb. — He 3HAI0, 0XKHAAIOT JH X035€Ba, YTO BbI
npusesere ¢ coboit cofaky. Bam orerny Huyero o6
3TOM He I'OBODHJI.

— Bce B nopaake, — otrseruna J>Kopax, JHLO

KOTOpOM mopo3oBeso OT paxocT. — Bce B noJHOM
nopaake. He Gecriokorirecs. Iloskanyiicra, Moxkere
TPOraTh.

— Hy u ofe3bAHKa e Thl, — cKasan J[)KyauaH,

HeMHoro nocanya Ha J[XKopax M B TO Jke BpeMsa pa-
AyAch TOMYy, 4TO0 TMMMM onATh cpeau HuxX. — Thi
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Begb 3Haemb, MUCTep JIeHyap MokeT OTOCJaTh ero
Ha3ana.

— Hy uT0 X, B TAKOM cJay4yae eMy npuaercs
OTOCJIATh H MEHA, — BBI3BIBAIOLLE IIPOM3HecJa
Ixopmk. — Kax 661 TaM Hu 6bLIO, rJIaBHOE — 4YTO
TUMMH OIIATH CPEeAX HAC M YTO A ey BMeCTe C BAMM.

— Ia, aro 3amMeuarenbHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa AHH,
o6HuMaa noodepenHo xopmx u Tummn. — MHe
TOXKe He XxoreJsoch exaThb 6ea Tummu.

— Bnepen, Ha IIuk Kourpabanaucral — ckasan
JIuK, Korga MallIHHA CHOBA NMOKATWJIA [0 JOopore. —
HHTepecHO, dKAYT JU HAC TAM KaKue-Ju60 NMPUKJIIIO-
yeHus?



TJIABA YETBEPTASA
INuk KontpabaHaucTa

Mawmmsa npoao/pkana cBoi Ger, QBUrasce B OcC-
HOBHOM BAOJB nofepeskbsa, XOTSA MHOrga Aopora CBO-
payMBaja Ha HECKOJBKO MHJIb B CTOPOHY OT Gepera.
Ho paHO maM 1o3gHO B30pY BHOBb OTKPBIBAJIOCH MO-
pe. JderTH mnogyyanu yZOBOJBCTBHE OT IIPOJOJIKH-
TehibHOM noe3aku. Hano GeLIO rae-To OCTAHOBHUTHCA
JUIA JIAH4YA, ¥ BOAHUTENb COOOLIMI MM, YUTO OH 3HAEeT
XOpOLUMM TPaKTHD.

B noJsoBMHe mnepBOro OH NOAKATHJI K ABEPAM
CTADMHHOIO TPaKTHpa, ¥ pefATa OAMH 3a APYrUM
Bouran B JoM. JDxyamaH gakasan JaH4y. Exa okasa-
Jach OYeHb BKYCHOM M noHpasnack Bcem.IIoHpasu-
aach oHa ¥ Tummu. TpakTHPIUMK OKa3aica Jo0H-
TesieM cofak, ¥ OH HABAJIWI TAKYIO Ky4y eAbl B MHU-
cKy ana TMMMH, 4YTO mec gaxke 3aCOMHEBAJICA, B
caMOM JIM JeJie BCe 3TH YIOLUEeHMA NpefHa3HayaloT-
ca emy. OH nocmMorpen Ha J[)KOpIK, ¥ OHA YTBEpPAU-
TEeJILHO KMBHYJIA.

— 910 — T8O 00ex, Tummu. Eusl

OH He 3acTaBmwi ce6A ZOJrO NMPOCHTh, AYMAasA Ipo
ceba: ecan MM rae-HUGyAb Ha0 OCTAHOBUTHCA, TO,
KOHEYHO, JIYYILero MecTa, YeM 3TOT TPAKTHUD, He
Haiitn. He Kaxaniil feHb» roJIOQHOIO IIca Tak LIEAPO
yroiualor!

OaHako mocJe JlaH4Ya JeTH MOAHAJKCH M ITOLLIH
HMCKATh BOAUTEJA, KOTOPHIA TeM BpeMeHeM 3aKyChbl-
B&JI B KYXHe BMeCTe C TPAKTHPILIMKOM M €ro »eHOii.
910 6LLIM ero cTaphle APY3bA.

— Hy-c, a caslliag, 4YTO BH OTIHpAaBJAETECH
Ha OTTopruyThllf, — cKasan XO3AHH, IOAHHMA-
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fACh CO' CBOEro Mecra. — ByabTe TaM NOOCTOPOXK-
Hee.

— OrropruyThiit?l OT0 4TO — Ha3BaHHMe X0JMa,
Ha KoropoM Haxoxautcs IIuk KourpabGamgucra? —
cnpocua Jxyanas.

— JHla, Tak OM Ha3nIBAeTCA, — CKasajd TPakK-
THPIIHUK.

— A noueMy y Hero Takoe CTpPaHHOe Ha3Ba-
Hue? — cnpocuaa AHH. — O3HayaeT JM OHO, YTO B
CTapHHy, Korga xojmM ObL1 ele OCTPOBOM, TYAa OT-
NpasJsIN JIoAei, OTBEPrHyThX obiuecTBoM?

— Her, uuyero noxoxero! 'osopar, uTo Koraa-
TO XOJM COCTABJIAJI YaCTh MATEPUKA, — OOBACHUJ
TpakTMpIUKK. — Ho ero ofniofoBain CKBepHbIE JIIO-
AMLIKH, U OXMH CBATON PA3rHEBAJICA HA 3TO MECTO M
rnoBepr ero B Mope, rje OH NPEeBPATHJICA B OCTPOB.

— H nosromy-10 ero HasBanu OTTOPrHYTHIM, —
nporosopua JIuk. — Ho, BO3BMOXKHO, OH C Tex NOp
HCIIPaBWICA, ITOTOMY YTO MOPe OT Hero OTCTYIHJIO U
MOXKHO IPOMTH IMEIIKOM OT MaTepUKa A0 XoaMa —
He Tak au?

— HIa, ogHa xopoiuas qopora Tyaa ecrb, — coob-
wun tpaktTupmwmk. — Ho He Baaymaiite coitfTh ¢
Hee! CTOMT BaM TOJBKO CAeNAaTh 1UAar B CTOPOHY, Bac
3acocer GosoTo.

— Cynas no BallMM cJIOBaM, 3TO — OYEeHb HMHTe-
pecHoe Mecto, — 3aaBuaa Jxopmxk. — IIuk
Konrpabanaucra Ha OTTOPrHyTOM XOJMe, M BCEro
ORHa aopora K Hemy!

— Ilopa TporaThCA B ITyTh, — 34METHJ BOAM-
TeNb, NOTJIAZEB HA Yackl. — Bam aaga ckasan, 4to
BhI JO/KHBI OBITH TAM K 4alo.

Pebara cHoBa 3afpasuce B mamuHy. Tummmn,
HacTyIaA BCEM HAa HOrd, yAoGHO yCTPOMJICA Ha KO-
aeHax Ixopmx. OH 6bLI CAUIUKOM GOJBLINM K TS-
JKeJIBIM TICOM, YTOGBI YMECTUTLCHA TaM, HO BCe-TaKM
2 3ax. 25
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MHOrJa €My O4YeHBb 3TOro Xorejoch, U y J[XKopmx He
XBaTaJO AYXY OTKAa3aTh €My B YAOBOJLCTBHHU.

CHoBa noexann. AHH 3aCHYJIa, OCTAJIbHBIX TOXe
HayaJsa ofoJieBaTh apemora. MoTop paBHOMEPHO yp-
yan. Havanca moxiab, M OKPECTHBIH NeH3aK Ipu-
HAJI AOBOJIBHO YHBLJIBIA BHA.

CnycTss HEeKOTOpOe BpPeMA BOAMTENb NMOBEPHYJICA
u 3aroBopua ¢ JKyauaHoM.

— INoxbeaxaem x Orropruyromy xoamy. Ckopo
MBI OCTABHMM I103a1M MATEPMK M IIOeAEeM IO Jopore,
npoJieramoiueit yepea 6oJsioro.

Jxxynunan pa3byaun AHH. Bce oHuM BeIMpAMH-
JUCh M HAYAJIH OrJAABIBATLCA BOKPYr B OXKHAA-
HUHM YBHJETh 4YTO-TO HMHTepecHoe. Ho apeaniue
oKasanoch BecbMa pasdouapoBhmiBaomium. Hax Go-
JIOTAMHM BHCeJ TyMaH, CKBO3b KOTODBI/ HHYero
Heab3Aa Owbino pasraazerb. BuaHa Oblia TOJBKO
nJIOCKasA Aopora, Mo KOTOPOM OHH exanlH, 4YyTh
NPUINOAHATAA HajJ OKpy:kaiowmum 6osnorom. Koraa
TYMaH Ha MHUHYTY NEepeABHTaJICi B Ty HJIU ADY-
ryio CTOpPOHY, BOKpPyr He OBIJIO HH4YEro, Kpome
YHBLIOrO npocrpaHctsa 6oJoT.

— OcranoBurecr Ha MHHYTKY. $I xouy nocmor-
peTs, 4YTO 3TO 3a LUTYKAa Takasa — 6os0T0, — momnpo-
cua xynuan.

— TonpKo He cITycKaiTech C AOPOMKHOIO IOJIOT-
Hal — npeaynpeanus BOAMTENb, OCTAHABJHMBAA Ma-
muHy. — M cobaky cBOIO He BBINYyCKaiTe: KakK
TONBKO OHA COEXKHUT C ZOPOrd M nonajer B 00J0TO —
nuiuM npomnaol

— YTO BBl XOTHTE 3THMM CKa3aTh — «IIHIUH
nponnajsios? — crnpocusa AHH, ILIMPOKO PAaCKpbI-
Basa rjasa.

— OH xouyer cka3aTs, 4T0 60710TO B OAUH MUT 3a-
cocer Tummu, — ckasan Jkynuan. — 3anpm ero B
mammnHe, J[>xopmx.
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Taxkum obpasoM, TumMMH, K cBOeMy Besuuyaiiue-
My HErOAOBAHMIO, OKA3aJICA 3anepThiM B MallIMHE.
OH cras uapanaTth JanaMi ABEPILY, MOMBITAJICA BbI-
CYHYThCA U3 OKHA. BoauTenp NMoBepHyJICA K HEMY M
CcKasas:

— He sBoawnyiica, crapuk, Bce B rnopaaxke. OHu
CKOPO BEpPHYTCH.

Ho Bce TO BpemsA, 4YTO JeTH OCTAaBAJIKUCh BHE Ma-
wuHel, TuMMHK BmI He mepecraBada. OH yBugesn,
KakK OHHM NMOAOLILIM K KPOMKe goporu, Kak J[»Kyan-
aH CrIpheIrHyJa dyra Ha OBa BHM3 — Ha TY BBICOTY,
Ha KOTOPYIO AOPOXKHOE IOJIOTHO BO3BBILIAJIOCH HAA
OKpYyJKaloueil MeCTHOCThIO.

Baons moporm Ha GONOTHCTOI MOYBe TAHYJACh
noJioca TIOCTaBJEHHBIX TOPYKOM KaMHeH, M
JxyauaH, BCTaB Ha OAMH M3 HMUX, CTAJ] BHUMA-
TeJIbHO BIJIAALIBATBCA B IUIOCKYIO 6GOJIOTHCTYIO
PaBHHUHY.

— TyT rpass, — cKasaJ OH, — >XHUJAKaA, YaBKa-
owan rpassl Ilornaaure-Ka, cTOUT MHEe TPOHYTB ee
HOroii, OHa NPHXOAUT B ABvKeHMe. Ecam 6bl a
CHJILHO HA Hee HaZaBWJ, OHA Obl OGBICTPEHBKO MEHs
3acocaja.

AHH 3TO He NOHPABHJIOCH.

— Ceityac ke NOAHUMHCH Ha JOPOTY, — KPMK-
Hyaa oHa »xkyaumanHy. — §1 Goioch, THI ynajells.

Haa GosoramMu BHINCh M KDPYXXKHJIHMCH TYMAHBI.
JKyTtkoBaToe 6b110 MecTo, XOJI0AHOEe M cbipoe. Hu-
KOMY M3 peGAT TyT He NOHPaBMJOCh. TMMMM Hauyaa
JIaaTh B MallNHe.

— Ecau Mb1 He BepHemca, TUMMH pa3opBeT KoOr-
TAMM HA KJOYKH BCI0 MAaIUUHY, — OOBABHJA
Joxopmk. PeGsiTa Mosiua BepHYJIMCh HA CBOM MeCTa.
JI>KynuaH CIPOCHJ BOAMUTENSA, CKOJBKO ITYTHUKOB
noru6j0 B 3TOM cTpaHHOM 60JIOTe, IOXOXKEM Ha
Mope.
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— O MHOruXx, KTO noGeIBaJ TYT, BIOCJEACTBHH
HHKTO Hu4ero Gosiblle He CJBILIAN, — OTBETHJI BO-
autens. — I'OBOPAT, YTO C MAaTEPHKA K XOJIMY 4epe3
Gon0TO HMAET He TO OKHA, He TO ABe M3BWIKCThIE TPO-
Nbl; KIMH NOJB30BAINCH KO TOro, Kak GuLia mocTpoe-
Ha ara gaopora. Ho ecM He 3HATh 3TH TPONKH ca-
MBIM JOCKOHANBHREIM 06pasoM, ¢ HHX TYT e colb-
elIbCA H yroauiub B 60JI0TO.

— O6 aToM CcTpallIHO AaXKke MoAyMAaTh, — CKasaja
Ann. — Jasaiite He 6yaem 06 atom Gosblile pa3rosa-
puBaTh. A OTTOPrHyTHIt X0JAM OTCIOAA Y2Ke BUAeH?

— Jla. BoH OH MasgYHUT B TyMaHe, — OTBETHJ BO-
AuTenb. — BuauTe, BepXYIIKA €ro He CKPBLITA TY-
maHom. CtpaHHOe MecTO, He npaszaa Jau?

JleTn Moa4Ya CMOTPeJH HA BBICOKMIT XOJIM, CKa-
JINCThIE CKJIOHBI KOTOpOro 6bLIM TaK KPYTHI, YTO Je-
JIQJIM €ro MOXOKHMM Ha yTec, NMOJHMMABIIHNICA HaX
rywieil MeQJieHHO nepeMerualolneroca tymaHa. Ka-
3aJI0Ch, XOJIM IUIBIBEeT Ha BOJIHAX TyMaHa, He UMesA
HMKAaKOt oropnl R 3eMHOM TBepau. Ha xoame Bug-
HEJINCh KaKHe-TO CTPOEHMA, KOTOpble JayKe M3Jaau
Ka3aJHuCh APeBHUMH M cTpaHHbIMH. Hekoropnie u3
HuX ObUTH yBeH4YaHbI GalIHAMH.

— BoH TO 3zaHMe, Ha caMoOif BeplLUMHe, BEPOAT-
Ho, u ecTb IInk Konrpabanaucra, — sameruna xy-
JMaH, yKa3biBad Ha AoM naibuem. — OHO noxoauTr
Ha CTPOEHHMe, COOPYXKeHHOe MHOIro BeKOB TOMY Ha-
3aJ, a MOXKeT, 3TO ¥ B camMoM jeJe Tak. IlocmorpuTte
Ha ero GamHio. Kakoii, HaBepHOe, M3yMHTEJIbHBI
BHA OTKPHIBaeTCA OTTyAal

PefsATa rnaseau Ha MECTO, I'le MM IIPEIACTOAJO
xuth. Hano 6b1J10 OTAATE €MY AOJIKHOE: BBIrJIALEJ0
OHO MHTEPEeCHO M JKMBOIIMCHO, OQHAKO B TO }Ke Bpe-
MA ObLIO B HEM M 4YTO-TO 3JIOBelllee.

— YT10-TO B HEM €CTh 3TAKOE TAMHCTBEHHOE, —
cKasana AHH, BBIDA3MB TeM CcaMbIM ofllee Breyar-
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Jenue. — $I xouy ckasarh, YTO y 3TOro 3AaHUA Ta-
Kot BHJ, CJIOBHO OHO Ha NMPOTAXKEHHH BEKOB XPaHU-
JI0O KaKkue-To HeoOLIKHOBeHHBIe TailiHbl. HasepHoe,
oHO Moryio Onl MOBefaTh HEe OAHY YBJIEKATEJbHYIO
HMCTODHIO.

MamnuHa cHOBa TPOHyJach, NPOABUTaACh Briepex
Teneph OYeHb MeAJIeHHO, IIOTOMY 4TO IryCTON TymaH
coBceM HHM3KO omycrwica Hapn 3emieif. Ilocpenune
aoporr GLIIHM BAeJAaHLI CBEPKAIOIMe KPYrible YKa-
3aTeJH, M, KOrga BOAMTENb BKJIOYMJI dapsl, mnpe-
AyCMOTpeHHbIe Ha caydalt TymMaHa, 3TH yKasaTeau
CTATH OTYETJMBO BHMAHBI, CJAYXXA €My XODOLUMM
opuentupoM. Koraa ouu npuasunyaucs Kk Orropr-
HYTOMY XOJMy, JAOpora Hadajla IOAHMMATLCA
BBEpX.

— Cxopo npoenem uepe3 GoablIyIO apKy, — 3a-
rOBODHJ BOAMTENb. — 3XECh KOrAA-TO HAXOAUJIHUCH
ropoacKkue BopoTa. Bech ropox um ceituac olHeceH
cTeHOM, KaK B cTapble BpeMeHa. BepxHAA 4acTs cTe-
Hbl TAKAA IIMPOKAA, YTO MOXKHO XOAHUTH II0 Heil, U
ecJIM Bl HAYHeTe CBOM MyTh B OonpeAeseHHO TOoukKe
u Gyaere MATH ZOCTATOYHO AOJIO, TO B KOHIIE KOH-
LIOB BEPHETECh K TOMY CaMOMY MeECTY, OT KOTOPOro
HavyaJy 1IaraTh.

Bce metH, Kax OAMH, PEIMJIM HENPEMEHHO 3TO
npoaenatrb. Ecan BeIfpaTh AJA 3TOrO ACHBIA J€Hb,
KaKoif BHA JO/KEH OTTYAA OTKpPhIBATHCA!

Jopora craHoBuJach Bce Kpy4ye, ¥ BOAUTENDb IIe-
peBes cKkopocTh. Bafupasack Ha XOJIM, MAalllMHA I10-
cranbiBasa. HakoHel, OHM nmoabexanu K apke; cra-
pble BOpPOTAa, NPHKpeIUIeHHbIe K Hel, 6111 pacnax-
HYTHl HacTeXXb. MUHOBaB apKy, pebaATa O4yTHIUCH
Ha OTTOPrHyTOM XOJMe.

— VY MeHsA Takoe OLuyIllleHue, CJIOBHO MBI Iie-
peHecJHCh Ha HECKOJBKO BEKOB Ha3ajx M npuexa-
JM B KaKOe-TO MeCTO, CYILeCTBOBaBlllee B HeBe-
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aAoMO Kakoi apesHoctu! — ckasan Jxyaumax,
NPUIrAAABIBAACE K CTADMHHBIM JOMaM H Marasu-
HaM, K MOILUEHHBIM OyJBDKHMKOM yJaHLIaM, K OK-
HaM ¢ pPOMGOBHAHBIMH CTEKJAMHM, K MOLLHEBIM CTa-
PMHHBIM ABEPAM.

OHH npoexasu no netasioweif riaBHoi yauue u
HaxKoHell NpH6IM3HINCh K OFPOMHBIM BOPOTaM C 4y-
FYHHBIMH CTBOPKaMH. BoauTeNns MOCUrHAJIWI, U BO-
pora pacnaxHyauck. OHHM OYYTHAMCH HA KPYTOii
MOABE3AHON ajjiee M HAKOHEL] OCTAHOBMJINCH Iiepen
IIukom KourpaGanaucra.

JdeTH BBILLTH M3 MAILUMHBI, BHE3allHO OLIYTHUB
Kaxkyio-to pobocts. MM Kasanoch, YTO OrpOMHBIIA
cTapblift JOM XMypO CMOTPHMT Ha HHUX. Jlom GbL1 mo-
CTPOEH M3 KHMpNMYa U Aepesa, a ero napagHas ABepb
Obl1a TakoOlf MacCMBHOM, CJIOBHO ABEePb KaKOIO-HU-
Oyab 3aMKa.

Hax poM6OBMAHBIMM OKHAMM TaM M CAM TOp4a-
JIK cTpaHHble mnuin. ExuHcreBeHHana GauiHa aoma
npo4yHo oB0CHOBaNach Ha BOCTOYHOI €ro InoJIOBHHe. {
Bce ee okHa uMean Kpyrayio ¢opmy. 910 ObLIa HE ;
NpAMOYTOJIbHAA, & Kpyraaa GalllHA, 3aKaHYuBaB- §
IIAACA LUMKUJIEM.

— IInx Kourpabanaucral — npomoasua Jxy-
auaH. — Kakoe-To oueHs mnoaxoasAluee HasBaHHE |
ANA 3Toro coopy:keHusa. HaBepHoe, B cTapHHY 3AeCh
npouBserasa KoHTpabaHnaa. 5

JuK no3soHmwI. InA 3TOM0 eMy NpUILIOCH IOTA- 4
HYTh BHM3 MeETAJUIMYECKYIO DYy4YKY, M Cpa3y e B
AOMe pa3faJics 3BOH KOJIOKOJIbYMKA. 1

ITocabnuanca 3Byk Geryiumx wiaros, ¥ Asepb OT- #
sopusacsk. OHa OTBOpPUJIACH MEAJIEHHO, TAK Kak Obl- §
J1a OYeHb THXNKeJION. »

3a aBepnio CTOAJM ABOE AeTeil — JeBo4YKa NpH- 31

poBecHUK JIuka.
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— Haxonen-to npubuinl — BOCKJIHKHYJ MaJlb-
yuK. YepHble riaa3a ero Tak M maacanu. — f yx
AyMaJ, BBl HUKOrga He npueaere!

— 910 — Yepuasuit, — coobwua Uk aesou-
KaM, KOTOphle paHblle C HUM He BCTpe4yalucb. AHH
u JDxopmx ycraBuauch Ha Hero. OH Gbl1 geiicTBU-
TeJILHO O4YeHb, OYeHb cMyrJauM. KpoMe TOro, y Hero
6bLIM YepHBIe BOJIOCHI, YePHLIE rjasa, YepHble Gpo-
BH. JleBOYKA COCTABAANA Pe3KMH KOHTPACT C HUM —
oHa 0ObLIa CBeTJIEHBKAA H O4eHb XPynkKas. ¥ Hee ObI-
JIX 30JIOTHCTHIE BOJIOCHI, rosryOnle ryasa, a 6posu ta-
KHe CBeTJible, YTO uX easa 6bLIO BUAHO.

— 910 — Mbapubenn, MoA cecTpa, — NpeACTaABUI
Yepuasuiit. — MHe Bcerza Kaxercs, 4TO MBI C Heit
noxoxu Ha Kpacasuuy u Uyaosuine u3 CKas3ku.

Yepuassiit 6611 cuMnaruyHelil napes. OH BceMm
cpa3dy e noHpasuiaca. [[KopaK aake MOAMHUrHYJIa
eMy, 4TO GbLIO OuYeHb AJA Hee HeOObIYHO, TAK KakK
OHA CTeCHANACh HE3HAKOMBIX M JOJI0 He BCTyIraJja
B ApYy:KecKHe oTHoweHusa. Ho HeBo3MOXKHO G110 He
MOYYBCTBOBATh PACIONOXKeHUss K YepHasomy c ero
MJIALIIYLUIMMHA YePHBLIMH IJ1a3aMd M O30PHOM yJIbIO-
KOI1.

— Bxoaute, — npuriaacui oH. — BoauTens, Bbl
MOXKeTe IOCTABMTh MAIUMHY C€3aaH, Y COCeaHero
noanesga. Biok sabeper y Bac 6arax ¥ HaAroOuT Bac
yaeM.

Bapyr yapibka ucyesna ¢ auua Yepusasoro, oHO
CAEJAJIOCh O4eHb cepbe3HbIM. Jleslo B TOM, 4YTO OH
ysuaea Tummul

— Ilocnywaiite-Ka, nocayuiaiite, HafelOCh, 3TO
He Baua cofaka, a? — crnpocua OH.

— Mos, — orseruna JHKOPIK H 3aIIMILAIONINM
JKECTOM IOJIOXKIJIA PYKY Ha rojiosy Tummu. — MHue
coBepLIeHHO Heobxoaumo 6b1sI0 B3ATH €ro ¢ coboit.
Ge3 Hero BOOOLIE HUKYJA HE e3XKY.
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— [HOa, o na INux KourpaGauaucra cobax He
nyckamor, — coobumua YepHABBINA, BCe elle OYeHb
BCcTpeBOKeHHuINM. OH ornAzBIBAJICA Ha3aj, CJIOBHO
6osiCh, YTO KTO-TO mnogoiizer m ysuaut Tummu. —
Moit oTuuM He gomycKaer cioga cobak. I ogHaKABI
npusea ¢ cobfoit GpoaAdero rnca, ¥ OH TaAK MeHA 00-
JIaCKaJI, YTO A AOCJIO0 He MOr CHMAEeTb, — TO €CTb 00-
JIaCKaJ MeHf, KOHEe4YHO, He Iec, & OTYHUM.

B oTBer Ha 3Ty HeyAAYHYIO LIYTKY AHH HCITy-
raHHo yaslOHyaack. ¥ JKODIK BBIpaKeHHe JIHIa
CTAJIO YNIPAMBIM M MPa4YHBIM.

— A aymana... 8 gymasa, 4TO Mbl CMOXKEM Jep-
XKats ero rae-Hubyab» nobin3ocT, nmoka Mul Gyaem
KUTH 3JecCh, — Nporosopua oHa. — Ho ecau gena
ofcToAT TAK, A yeay Ha 3TOM ke MauinHe o0paTHO.
o ceupauusl!

OHa mnoBepHyJach M HaNpaBWJach K MalllMHe,
KOTOpaA 3aAHMM XOIOM OThe3Kasa oT aoma. Tum-
MH LueJ C Helo PAAOM. UepHABEHIA, He CBOAA rJas,
CJIEAWJ 3a Heil, a MoTOM 3aopas:

— Bepuucs, aypoukal Uro-unbyas npugymaem!



TJIABA IIATAA
YepHSBbIA AeHyap

Yepuasnlil cfexan Mo CTyneHbKaM, BeAyLIUM K
napagHoOi ABepH, U KMHYJICA BAOTOHKY 3a J[XKOpmIxK.

B Tom mecte, rae crosna JDxopmxk, 6elia ma-
JIeHbKaA ABepb B CTeHe. YepHABLIN CXBATHUJ AEBOY-
Ky M rpy60 IPOTOJIKHYJ ee Yepe3 ABepb, NpUAeP)KaB
ee, 4To0bI Yepe3 Hee MOIVIM MPOHTH OCTAJILHbIE.

— He Tonkaiica Thl TaK, — CEPAUTO BOCKJIHKHY -
na xopaxk. — TUMMu 3Haews KakK Tebsa McKycaer,
ecan 6ynewsb ToaKaThLCA!

— He uckycaer, — Bo3paani, Beceso yasibanacs,
Yepusaselit. — Cobaxku mMeHsa aiobar. Haxe ecan s
otaepy Teba 3a yluH, TBOM mec TOJBKO IOMalleT
MHe XBOCTOM.

JleTH OYyTHIKCH B TEMHOM KODHMAODE, B JaJIbHEM
KOHIIe KOToporo 6sL1a ABEPb.

— Ilomoxxaure 3agech MHUHYTOYKY, A NOHAY IO-
CMOTpIO, BCe JM B Nopaake, — ckasan YepHa-
Belii. — 51 3HAlO, 4YTO OTYMM ZIOMA, H A BaC yBe-
PAIO: €CJM OH YBHMAMT 3TOrO IICa, OH HeMeAJIeHHO
YCAAHUT BaC BCEX B MAIUMHY M OTOLLJIET AOMOM. A s
3TOro He Xo4y, BBl JaXXe He mnpexacrasjsere cebe,
KakK A Bac Bcex xaail

OH yanibHyJCA MM, U MX CEPALIA CHOBA OTTAAJH.
Haxxe I[>xopmx BHOBb NOYYBCTBOBAJIA K HEMY pac-
MoJIoXKeHHe, HECMOTPA Ha TO YTO OHA Bce ewue GbLia
BO3MYILEHA TeM, KaK ee TOJIbKO 4TO GecuepeMeHHO
Toakaau. THMMH OHa aepakaa OKoJo cebs.

B TO e BpemMsa BCe OLLYILAJIH HEKOTOPBII CcTpax
nepexa mucrepom Jlenyapom. Iloxoxke, aTo Onin mo-
BOJbHO HeoOy3aaHHbIN 4YeJIOBeK.
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YepHABHI Ha LBITOYKAX MOJOIUEN K ABEPH B
KOHIIE KODHAOPA M OTKDLIA ee. 3ariAHyB B KOM-
HaTy, KyZAa Beja ABepb, OH BO3BPATHJCA K peba-
TaM.

— Hwuxoro Her, — coobuma on. — MsI npoitgem
B MOIO CNAJILHIO Yepe3 TaiHbIM nepexox. Toraa Hu-
KTO HAaC He YBHAHMT, & KOrja MbEI OKaXXEMCA Y MeHA
B KOMHaTe, MOXKHO Oyaer mogymarb, riae IPHUCTpPO-
uth cobaky. Uaer?

TaiiHeIffi nepexox — 3TO 3BYyYal0 BOJHYIOLLE.
Owyman cefa Tak, CJIOBHO OHM GbLTH NEepPCOHAXKAMHU
NPHUKJIIOYEeHYEeCKOH IOBECTH, AETH TUXOHBKO IIOAO-
LIJIM K JABEepPH, a 3aTeM IPOHMKJIM B KOMHATy 3a
Helo. 10 6bula TeMHAass KOMHATa, o01uMTaA nyGoBbI-
MM NaHeJsMH, — OYEeBHAHO, YTO-TO Bpoae KabGuHe-
Ta, TaK KAK TaM CTOAJ GOJBIIOI NHNCbMEHHBIN CTOJ,
a cTeHbI GbLIH yCTaBJIEeHbl KHMXKHBIMM 1uKadamu. B
KOMHAaTe HMKOro He GbLi0.

YepHABBII noaoiuesa K OXHOI M3 naHeseil B cTe-
He, OLIYIIaJ] ee M, OTHICKAB HYXXHOe MeCTO, Haja-
Bua. Ilanens Ge33By4YHC OTOABMHYJAChb B CTOPOHY.
YepHABBIA NMPOCYHYJ B OTBEPCTHE PYKY M IOTAHYJI
3a YTO-TO. 3HAYMTEAbHO Gojlee KpynHas IaHelb,
NoMeLIaBLIAACA MOX 3TOM, KaK Obl BTAHyJIach B CTe-
HY, OOHQ)XXHMB OTBEpCTHE, AOCTATOYHO GOJIBLLIOE, YTO-
GBI CKBO3b HENO MOIIM IPOTHCHYTHCA AETH.

— IMonwrm, — THXO0 npousHec YepHaBwlil. —
TonbKoO He IyMHUTE.

CuabHo BO30GyAeHHbIe, pefATa OAMH 3a APYTHMM
NPOHHUKJIM B OTBepcTHe. YepHABLIN Iuea mociexn-
HuM. OH YTO-TO TaKoe npojeiaj, U OTBEPCTHE 3a-
KPBUIOCH, & NepBasd IaHeJb CHOBA BCTAJIa HA CBOe
MeCTO.

OH BKJIIOYMA MaleHbKHMil (QOHApDHMK, TaK KakK B
TOM MecTe, rae croaau pebATa, napmuia KpoMmelrHas
TbMA.
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OHH HAXOAMJIHNCH B Y3KOM KAMEHHOM NIpoxoje —
Y3KOM HacTOJIbKO, YTO JB& 4YeJIOBEKA BPAJ JIU MOT-
JIH TAM YMECTHTBLCH, padBe uTo oba OblIM TOHKMMH
Kak xepab. YepHABHIA nepesan cBoit (oHapUK
J>xynnaHy, CTOABLIEMY BHiepeau.

— Hau Bce BpeMsA npaMo, NOKa He NMOAOMAELIb K
KaMeHHBIM CTyNeHbKaM, — ckKasax oH. — IlogHu-
MHKCh 110 HHM, HaBepXy IIOBePHM HamIpaBO M OIATh
MAU BCe BpeM#A NPAMO, IIOKA He YIpelIbCA B CTEHY,
a TOraa A CKaXKy, 4TO AeJaTh AaJbllIe.

JxyaiuaH ABHHYJCA Breped, BBICOKO AepXKa B
pyke ¢doHapHK, 4TOGBl OCBEILATH NMYThb OCTAJIbHBIM.
Y3xkuit Kopugop 6bis1 MPAMBIM M AEHCTBUTEIBHO B
KOHLE KOHILIOB INOABEJ K KaMeHHBIM cryrneHAM. OH
Obl1 HEe TOJBKO Y3KHM, HO M MMeJ JAOBOJIBHO HH3-
KHH IIOTOJIOK, TaK 4TO BceM, Kpome AHH u Mbaspu-
Ges1, MPUXOAWJIOCHh HATH NPUTHYBILUNCH.

AHH BCe 3TO He CJMIUKOM HpaBuJocb. OHa BOOG-
e He JiOo6MiIa HAXOAWUTBHCA B Y3KOM 3aMKHYTOM
NPOCTPAHCTBE. OTO HAIIOMMHAJIO €i CHbI, KOTOpBIE
MHOTAA IOCEIIANH ee: el CHWJIOCh, YTO OHa Haxo-
AUTCA TAE-TO, OTKyAa He MoxKeT BbiOpaThca. OHa 00-
pagoBaiach, ycabimas rojoc JHxyanaHa:

— Bor crynenbku. JlaBaiiTe mogHUMaThCA.

— He muymun, — onate THXO npegynpeann Yep-
HABBIA. — M=l ceifyac nmpoxoguM 4yepe3 CTOJIOBYIO.
OrTyna TOXKe eCTh BXOJA B 3TOT KOPHAOP.

Bce npuMOJIKAM M CcTapaauch MATH HA LLINOY-
Kax, XOTA HeOXKMAAHHO 3TO OKa3ajoCh TPYAHBIM M3-
3a TOrO, YTO MPUXOAMUIOCH NPUrubaThL roJIoBy M ony-
CKAaTh ILJIEYH.

OHH NOAHANMCH II0 YETHIPHAAUATH CTYMEeHbKaM,
JOBOJIbHO KPYTBIM M BCE€ BPEeMA IIOBOPAYMBABLIHM.
Hoitna mno Bepxa JaecTHHURI, JKyJauaH ABHUHYJCA
HanpaBpo. 3Aech KOPHAOD BeJ HaBepx M GblI Takum
JKe yY3KMM, KaK M BHavyaue. J[>kynuaH Obla yBepeH,
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YTO TOJICTBIN YeJIOBeK HH 38 4YTO He cMor Obl IpoiiTn
3aech.

OH NpOAO/KAN IUAraTh BHeped, MOKA 4YyTh He
CTYKHyJICA A60M O rIyXyl0 KaMeHHyIo cTeHy. OH oc-
BeTua (DOHADHKOM IIDOCTPAHCTBO HAJA TrOJIOBOH H
BHM3y. C3aau pa3aajicsa NMPUrIyLIeHHLIN rojaoc:

— Jxynauan, Tel nogowen K creHe. Oceetu do-
HADUKOM TO MECTO, IZie IOTOJIOK KOpHJAOpa ymMpa-
ercA B CTeHy. TaM THl YBHAMIUbL METANIHYECKYIO
pyuky. Hagasu Ha Hee 30 BCeX CHJI.

JxynuaH HanpaBuma Jy4uyMK (QoHapA BBepX H
yeuzen pyuky. IlepenoxuB ¢doHapuK B JIEBYIO py-
KY, OH YXBATWICA IIPABON 3a PYYKY M H30 BCEX CHN
HAaJABHJ Ha Hee.

Toruyac ke Gonbllasa KaMeHHasA MJIUTA B cepe-
AMHE CTEeHhl COBeplIeHHO 0e33ByYHO II0Aasach
BIlepel M B CTOPOHY, OCTABMB COOKY 3MAKOLLYIO
RBIDY.

IDoxynanan yausuiaca. OH oTnycTHa Meraliauue-
CKYI0O DYYKy H HanpaBua Jgyd ¢oHapuka B rayGb
Aulpsl. Huyero, KpoMe TeMHOTHI, TaM He 6bLIO.

— Bce B nopaake. O1o orsepcTue Beaer B Gosb-
mo ruaTAHOM mKkad B Moelt crianbHe, — IMOACHUI
Yepuasniit. — Ilonesalt Tyaa, a mer 3a ToGoit. B
Moelt KOMHaTe HUKOIO HeT.

JI)KyauaH MPOTHCHYJCA CKBO3b AbIPY M OYYTHJI-
cA B npocTopHoM 1uKady, rae Bucenaa ogexnaa Yep-
HABOro. PasasBuras BHUCALIME BeIUH, OH OLUYILIO
HATKHYJICA HAa [Bepb, TOJKHYJ €e, M IJIaTAHO
wkad celiuac ke HAIIOJHWICA AHEBHBIM CBETOM,
TaK 4YTO OHM YBHAENH, KaK M3 wmKacda BbIOpATHCA B
KOMHATYy. :

OauH 3a APYrMM OCTadbHEIe pebsATa TOME Mpo- ‘&
THCHYJINCh Yepe3 AbIPY, HA MTHOBEHME 3aIyTasuCh

CPeXM BHCALIMX OAEHJ, & 3aTeM BLIGPAJIKUCh B KOM- §

HATY CKBO3b OTKPLITYIO ABEDb mKada.
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Tummu, o3afayeHHBIA M npuTHX1UM, LHIEJ pA-
noM ¢ Lxopak. EMy He O4eHb-TO NOHPABHJICA TEM-
HBINA, Y3BKH#A KOPHAOD, ¥ OH ObLI paj, YTO CHOBA BU-
AUT HOPMAJIbLHBIN AHEBHOM CBeT.

Yepuashblit, wmegmni mnocjegHUM, TUIATEJIbHO
3aKpbUI OTBEpPCTHE, BeAylliee B KOPMAOD, IOCTaBMB
KaMEHHYIO IJIUTY Ha MecTOo. Bce aro OoH mpoaenan
OYeHb Jerxko, xora J[PKyJauaH He MOr IIOHATb, KakK
aro emy yaaetrca. « HasepHoe, ecTb Kakasa-To oCb, Ha
KOTOpOit BCe JEePYKHUTCA®, ~— IIOAYMAJ OH.

Yepuasslil, LIMPOKO yaAbIbaAcCh, NMPHUCOEXNHHIICA
K OCTAJbHBIM DeGATHIIKAM, PA3MECTHUBIUMMCA B €ro
cnanbHe. JKOpMK Jgepkasia DPyKy Ha OluefiHMKe
TummMmu.

— Huvuero, >xopk, Bce B NOpAAKe, — YCIIOKO-
un Yepuaswiit. — 3aech Mbl B NOJHOI GeaomacHoO-
ctu. Moa KkomHaTta U KomHaTa Moapubensn HaxomAT-
cs B CTOPOHE OT OCTaJIbHOM 4acTH 3xaHuA. Mbl xKu-
BEM OAHM BO BceM ¢uurese, K KOTOPOMY Beder
JJHMHHBII nepexoal

OTKpBIB ABEPb, OH MOKAa3aa pebaTam, 4TO MMeeT
B BUAY. PAOM Cc ero KOMHAaTO# pacriojiarajach KOM-
Hara Mapubesn. A nosagu HUX TAHYJICA NMEPEeXoA C
KaMEeHHbIM II0OJIOM M KaMeHHbIMH cTeHamu. Iloxa
6bL1 3actnaH maramu. CBer nmpoHukan yepe3 GoJib-
1I0e OKHO B KOHIe Kopuaopa. Tam ke Haxoausaack
u Goabwiaa aybosas ABepb, KOTOpPaa B JaHHBIN MO-
MeHT ObLia 3aKpBITA.

— Buaure? Mui 3xech B noaHoi 6e30nacHOCTH U
COBEpUIEHHO OAHM, — cKadan YepHasuiit. — Tum-
MH MOXeT 3aJIaATh, €CJIH eMy B3AYMAaeTCA, U HUKTO
He YCJIBILLIMT.

— Ho pasBe ciofa HUKOrga HMKTO He INPHUXO-
aur? — yausieHHO cnpocusa AHH. — Kto ke
ybupaer BalllM KOMHATBI, NOAAEP>XKHUBAET 3JeCh
nopaxoxk?
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— A, arum 3zanumaerca Capa. Ona npuxoaur
KaXIbl AeHb YTpOM, — OTBeTHs YepHABbIA. —
Ho, xpoMme Hee, 0OBIYHO HHKTO cioaa He 3axoaut. U
KpoMe TOro, A nNpuaymai crnocol, Kak y3HaBaThb, ec-
JIH KTO-TO OTKPOeT Ty ABePb B KOHIe KOpHaopa. —
PeGaTa ycTraBHINCh HA HErO.

— M uTo xe 310 3a crtoco6? — cripocna JIuk.

— 51 Ttam Koe-yTO mpuzeaas, TaK YTO BCAKHIA
pa3, Korga aABepb OTKPBHIBAETCA, 3[1eCh, B MOEii KOM-
HaTe, pa3gaeTca 3BOHOK, — IOpAO MOSCHUA YepHs-
BHlil. — Bor cmorpute, A noitay OTKpoIo ABepb, a
BBI OCTaBaiiTeCh 31eCh H CJyluaiiTe.

OH TOpOMIMBO 3alIaraj o KOPpUAOPY M pacliax-
HYJ THXKENYIO ABepb B KOHUe ero. HemenseHHo rae-
TO Yy HEero B KOMHaTe pas3fajicAd THUXHUIl 3BeHALUMH
3BYK, 3aCTABMBIUMI BCeX MOANDPBLITHYTb OT HEOXH-
AaHHOCTH. TMMH TOXKe:ObLI YAMBJEH; YIUHU Y HEro
MOAHAJINCH TOPYKOM, ¥ OH FPOMKO 3apbIyaJ.

YepHABLIN 3aKpbLT ABepb M 6eroM BepHyJICA B
KOMHATY.

— Hy, casnuanu 3syk? Hemoxan unes, sepHo?
51 Bce BpeMAa NpPUAYMBIBAIO BCAYECKHE LUTYKH B
3TOM poze.

OcTranbHbie pefaTa NoAyMaJu 1npo ce6A: B CTPaH-
HOe JXe MecTeyKo OHM mnonaau! OHM BHHMATEJILHO
orjAfeJH crnajabHI0O UYepHABOro, KOTopas IO CBoOeit
MeOaHupoBKe M 00lIeil HepALJIMBOCTH BBIrsAesa
BriosiHe o6bI1yHO. B KoMHaTe 6GbL10 Gosibioe pomGo-
BHAHOE OKHO, H AHH NOJOLIJA K HEMY NOCMOTPETb
Ha OKPECTHOCTH.

To, 4TO OHA yBMAEJa, 3aCTaBHJIO €€ axXHyTh. OHa
He O)KMJasa, YTO BHM3Y OKaXKeTCA mponacth. iIuk
Konrpabanaucra ObL1 NMOCTPOEH HA BepLUMHE XOJI-
Ma, ¥ Ha TOH CTOpOHe, rae IOMelLAJIach CHAJbHA
YepHABOro, XoaM KpyTto ofpeiBajica BHU3, KO CaMO-
ro Gosora.
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— Oii, nocMorpuTe-Kal — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. —
ITocmorpuTe, Kakoit KpyToit o6peiB. MHe cTpailHO
Aaxke CMOTpeTh BHHA!

OcranbHbele peGATa CrPpyAHJIUCH BO3Jie OKHA M
MOJIYA CMOTPEJHM HA OTKDHIBABIUMICA 3a HUM
BUA. JleficTBUTENbHO, KOTZA CMOTPHUIIL BHU3 C Ta-
KON BBICOTBHI, MOABJAETCA KaKOe-TO HEeNpUATHOe
4yBCTBO.

ConHue APKO OCBELAJIO BEPILUMHY XO0JIMa, HO
BOKDYT, HaCKOJBKO XBarajo riaas, Gosora u aane-
Koe Mope GblJM CKDbITHI 3aBecoit TymaHa. Exuncrt-
BEHHBIN KycoK 60Ji0Ta, KOTOPbIt MOXHO ObLJIO pas-
rasgaerb, HAXOAWJICA AAJIeKO BHM3Y, Y CaMOro noj-
HOXXHA KPYTOro X0JMa.

— Koraa Tyman pacceuBaercs, 60J0Ta BUAHBI 10
TOro Mecra, r'ie HaYMHAeTCA I0Joca MOPA, — CKa-
aan YepHaBblit. — 3pesuiue NpocTo BeJHKOJenHoe!
TpyaHo cKka3aThb, rae KoHYaercsa 60JIOTO U HauMHa-
eTCA Mope: PasfeAioman UX JUHUA 3aMeTHA TOJIb-
KO B Te AHM, Koraa mope ocoGeHHO cuHee. Moxkerte
cefe npeacTaBUTL — KOrAa-To Mope o6CcTynasio
XOJIM CO BCEX CTOPOH, M OH GBI OCTPOBOM.

— Bepno. Ham pacckasan o6 3TOM TpaKTHP-
UMK, — coobiumaa Jlkopak. — A mouemy Mope OT-
cTynuiao ot xoama?

— He 3nao, — orserna YepHassbiii. — I'oBo-
PAT, OHO OTXOAMT BCe AaJblle H AaJjbiue. EcTh Ta-
KOM NMpOEKT — ocyLuuTh GOJIOTO M NpEeBpPaTUTh 3TY
MECTHOCTb B IIOJIA, HO A He 3HAaI0, cOyaercA JM 3TO
Koraa-Hubyab.

— He HpaBurca mHe 3to 6Gos0TO, — CKasaja,
noexxusaacs, AHH. — Kakoii-To 3jioBewuit y Hero
BUI. )

TumMmu 3ackyaua, n JKOpAXK BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO
HaJ0 ero rae-To CIpPATaTh M BOOOLUE NPUAYMATh,
4yTo ¢ HUM genatb. OHa oOpaTuaacek K YepHasomy:
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— Tol Bcepne3 roBOpMa HacdyeTr TOro, 4ro Tuma
moxxHO Gyner rae-ro cparats? Kyna nam ero ners?
Y xak 6uiTh ¢ KOpMexKoif? Jla ¥ nporyauBaTh ero
Hano. O sexas Goabiuoit mec.

— Bce ycTponM, — noofeiwian YepHaBwiil, — He
BosHyiica. S mobaio cofak, ¥ A MPOCTO CYACTIMB,
yro Tummu axzecs, ¢ HaMH. Ho a Te6a mpeaynpex-
A810, 4YTO, €CJM TOJHKO 00 3TOM y3HAeT MOl OTYMM,
Hac BCEX, BEPOATHO, KAK CJIeyeT OTYMTAIOT, 4 Bac C
Mo30pOM OTOILLIIOT AOMOIiA.

— Ho nouemy TBOM oTel; He moOuT cobak? —
HeAOyMeBaloIUM TOHOM cnpocuna AHH. — OnH
yro — Gourca ux?

— Her, He aymalo. IIpocTo oH He xouer, 4TOObI
OHM HAXOAWJINCH B JOMe, — cKasan UepHABbIN. —
HasepHoe, Ana 3TOMO eCTh KAKAA-TO NMPUYUHA, HO B
YyeM OHa 3aKJIOYaeTcA, He 3Halo. Moit orunm BOOG-
11 YeJIOBEK CTPaAHHBIN.

— B kakoM cMmbicae? — cnpocua Tuk.

— Hy, Bo-nepBBIX, OH NPAMO-TAKM HAIIMYKaH
KAKMMH-TO CeKpeTaMH, — OTBeTHn UepHABLIHA. —
Cioza npuXOoAAT CTPaHHBIE JIIOAM, M NPUXOAAT Taii-
KOM, TaK 4YTO HMKTO 00 3TOM He 3Haer. 51 3amern,
YTO HAa Hauueil 6alrHe HHOrAA HOYbIO N'OPUT OIMOHb, a
KTO €ro 3a’KHMraeT ¥ 3ayeM — HeH3BeCTHO. I mbI-
TaJICA pa3y3HaTb, HO HHYEro y MeHsA He BBILIJIO.

— TwI He gAyMaels, YTO TBOI OTell... KOHTpabaH-
auct? — cnpocuna BAPYT AHH.

— Her, He aymaio, — orBernn YepHsaBblit. — Y
Hac TYT eCThb OAMH KOHTpaGaHIMCT, M ero 3HAaloT
Bce. BuauTe, BOH TOT JOM mnpaBee OTCIOKA M YYyTh
noHuxke. Bor B Tom aome oH xuBer. Borau npocro
HecabixaHHulill Ero dpamunua Bapaunr. Haxke mo-
JULKA 3HAeT O ero NpoAejKax, HO IMOJOXKHTh UM
KOHel[ He MokeT. OH oueHBb 6OraThlii U OYEeHb MOTY-
LIIECTBEHH I, & TIOTOMY AejaeT Bce, 4TOo emy 3abia-
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ropaccyaurca. 1 y»K OH-TO HMKOMY He TNO3BOJMUT
UrpaTh B Ty JKe MIpy, KOTOpYIO Befer OH caM. IToka
OH 3aHMMaeTcA KoHtpabanmoit, HukTo Ha OrTOpr-
HYTOM He CMEeT 3aHATHCA TeM JKe.

— Ilo Bce#t BMAMMOCTH, HHTEpeCHOe MecTed-
Kol — samerun IxynuaH. — ¥ MeHA Kakoe-TO
YyBCTBO, YTO I'ie-TO 3AECh TBOPATCA KAKHe-TO aBaH-
Tiopkl!

— Ila Her! — Bospasmn Yepuasniii. — Ha ca-
MOM-TO fejle HHMYero TyT He npoucxoauT. Taxoe
YYBCTBO TOABJAETCA MPOCTO JIOTOMY, YTO MECTO 3TO
OYeHb JPEeBHEe, M TYT MAacca BCEBO3MOXKHBIX Taii-
HBIX TPOIl, KAKHX-TO AM, TOA3EMHBIX IIepPeXOJ0B.
Bech X0IM HacKBO3b NMPOHHM3aH TOHHEJAAMH, Npobu-

TBIMM MEXJy CKaJ, — B CTAPDHHY MMM I10JIb30BAa-
JUCh KOHTPaGaHAUCTEI.
— Hy uro x, — Hauan JDKyamaH, HO TYT e

ymonk. Bee ycraBunuce Ha YepHuasoro. Ero TaiiHbrit
3BOHOK BHE3aITHO ITOAAJ IOJIOC M3 CBOEro YKPOMHOIO
yrojika. 3Ha4YMT, KTO-TO OTKDLLJI ABePb B KOHILIE KO-
puaopal



TJIABA LIECTAA
OTynM H MaMa YepHsBoro

— Kro-t0 ugerl — B mnaHHKe BCKPHKHYJA
ILxopax. — Yro Ham genars ¢ Tumom? ToBopn
ckopeiil

Yepuassiit B3aa TumMMmu 3a olIeifHUK, 3aTOJKAN
ero B CTapelii maarsHoOM wIKad M 3aKpblI 3a HUM
ABEpLy.

— Cuau tuxol — npukasan odH. Tummu Hernog-
BHIKHO 3aCTBHLJ B TEMHOTE, HO LIEPCTh Y Hero Ha 3a-
rpuBKe B3AbIOMJIACH, & YIIIM BCTAJIH TOPYKOM.

— Hy uTO0 X, — Kak HM B 4YeM He ObIBaJIO 3aro-
Bopun YepHABbIN, — a Teneps A, NOXKaayi, rnoka-
JKy BaM Ballld CNAJBLHHU.

JlBepb OTKpBLIACh, U B KOMHATY BOLLEJ MYMUH-
Ha. Ha Hem Gnlin yepHbIe GPIOKH M Oesiad MOJIOTHA-
Haa pyOamka. JIuuo y Hero 6Gbl10 cBoeoGpasHoe.
«3aMKHyTOe JMIO0, — Moaymasa mnpo ce6a AHH. —
Y Hero Takoe 3aMKHYTOe, TaKO€ CKPLITOE BbIpajke-
HHe JUIA, YTO HEeBO3MOXKHO JaXke NMpeACTaBUTh ce-
Ge, kaxkoe y Hero HyTpols

— A, Binok, npuser! — 6e33a60THLIM TOHOM BOC-
KIUKHYn YepHasulil. OH MOBepHYJCA K OCTasb-
HbIM: — 910 — Biok, cayra moero oruuma. OH
rIyxoi, TMO3TOMY BBl MOXKeTe€ IOBOPUTH IDH HEM
YTO YrOAHO, HO JIy4Ille BCe )K€ He CTOUT, TIOTOMY 4YTO
OH XOTA H HEe CJBIIIHT, HO, MOXO0Xe, KAKUM-TO 00-
pa3oM JOraablBaeTcA, O YeM Mbl FOBOPHMM, — Ipe-
AyNpeaun MajlbuuK.

— Ilo-moemy, BooOiIe ¢ Haleil CTOPOHBI OBLIO
GBI MOAJIO TOBOPUTHL NMPH HEM YTO-TO TaKoe, 4ero Obl
MBI He CKa3auM, He Oyab OH I'TyXuUM, — 3aMeTHJa
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JKopmK, y KOTOpOi OBLIM Ha 3TOT CYET CBOM, BECh-
Ma CTpOrue NPUHIUINEL.

B0k 3aroBOpHJI KAKHM-TO HEECTECTBEHHO MOHO-
TOHHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

— Bam oryum U Bamua Mama xoreau Obl 3HATB,
noyeMy Bbl He IPHBEJH BAllIMX Apy3ei MO3A0po-
BatbcA ¢ HUMH? IloueMy BhI Tak IOCHELIHO Harmpa-
BWIMCH clona?

IIpousnoca atu ciaoBa, BJOK oraapbiBajIcCA MO
cropoHaM. JDxopmx BcTpesoxkmiaack. «OH Beaer ce-
6a Tak, — noaymaia aesouka, — 6yaTo 3Haer, 4TO
rge-To TYT ecTh cofaKa, M XO4eT BBIACHUTb, KyAa
OHAa nojaesajiache. OHa O4YeHb HaaeaJachb, UTO BOAH-
TeJIb MALIKMHBLI He YIIOMAHYJ Ipo cobGaKy.

— Ol d rak 6bL1 pag UX BHAETH, YUTO NPHUBES UX
npaMo cioaa, — ckKasan Yepuaswiit. — JlagHo,
Baok. Mul yuepe3 MuHyTYy colineM BHHUS.

Yenosek Bbilen. JIuuo ero Oblj0 COBEpPILIEHHO
GeccrpacTHo. Hu yapiOKH, HM rpuMmacel HeogoOpe-
HHUA.

— OH mHe He HpaBuTCA, — 3asBuiaa AHH. —
JlaBHO OH y BaC COyKHUT?

— Her, npumepHo ¢ roa, — coobwun Yeprs-
Bolii. — OH noaABMJICcA KaK-To BHedanHo. [Jaxke ma-

Ma He 3Haja, 4YTO OH JokeH mnpuitu. IIpocro
ABUJICA H, HEe NOBOPA HM cJoBa, objauunica B Oesblit
JKaKeT M IoLIeJ 4YTO-TO jesaTh B KaOHMHeTe OTYMMa.
J aymaio, OTYMM ero JAaj, HO OH HMYero He CKa-
3an o6 aroM yejaoBeKe Mame. B atom s ysepeH. Y
Hee 6blJ TAKOM yAHUBJIEHHBIN BHA.

— A oHa Tefe HaACTOALUAA MAThb MJIM TOXKE BCEro
JUIIbL Mayexa? — rnouHTepecoBanach AHH.

— Paase moxker Tak ObiTh, 4TOOBLI Yy 4esoBeKa
6bLT OTYMM M Mauexa OoaHOBpeMeHHO? — rnpe3pu-
TeabHO orBetua YepHsasslit. —JIn6Go oano, amnGo
apyroe. Mosa MaTh — HACTOALIAA MOSA MAaTh, U OHa
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Takyxe matb Mapubemn. Ho mel ¢ MapuGean — sce-
ro Jumub cBOAHBLIe 6paT M cecTpa, IIOTOMY YTO MOt
OTYHMM — €e POAHOII oTel.

— Kakasn-To 3amyraHHas ucTopusa, — 3aMeTHJa
AHH, nBITaACh pa3ofpaTheCa B CJA0KHON CHUTyaLlMH.

— JlagHo, mMOLWIH, HALO CIIYCKATbCA BHHU3, —
ckasan YepHABHI, BHE3AIIHO YTO-TO BCIIOMHHMB. —
Mexnay nmpouuMm, XoWy Bac npeaymnpeauTb: MOI OT-
YUM BCeraa Oo4YeHb NMPHUBETJIMUB, IIOCTOAHHO yJbIOaeT-
CA M LIYTHT, HO BCe 3TO KAKOe-TO HeHacTosllee. B
mobyl0 MHHYTY OH MOXeT HH C TOrO HHM C Cero
BAacTh B APOCTh.

— Hagelocb, HaM He npuUAeTca 4YacToO C HUM
BCTPEYaThCA, — CKasaga 00eCrOKOEHHBIM TOHOM
Ann. — A mama y Teba kakana?

— OHa noxo’ka Ha UCIYTAHHYIO MBIIUbL, — OTBe-
T Yepuasniit. — OHa-To Bam noHpasutcal Ona —
npenectb. Ho el He HpaBUTCA XKHUTh 31eCh, OHA He
JIO6UT 3TOT AOM M KYTKO GOMTCA MOEro Ooruymma.
KoneuHno, cama OoHa He NMPHU3HAeTCA B 3TOM, HO #
3Hal0, YTO 3TO TaK.

Mbspubenn, CAMIIKOM CTeCHHUTEJbHAA, 4YTOOLI
y4acTBOBATh B pa3rosope, M A0 TeX [OpP MOJIYaB-
mas, yTBEpAUTEIbHO KHBHYJIA FOJIOBOIA.

— MaHe TOXKe He HPABUTCA XXUTh 31eCh, — CKa-
3asna aeBoyka. — J Gyay pasa, KOraa rnoeay B LUKO-
Jy-uHTepHAT, KaK YepHasuiit. MeHa nyraer TOJBKO
TO, YTO TOTZA MaMa OCTAHEeTCA COBCeM OAHA.

— Ilomnu, — nmosropua YepHABBI K MoBeT HX
3a cofoit. — Iloxkanyit, TUMMHK JayuylIe OCTaBUTL B
mkady, NoKa Mel He BepHeMcA, a To ewue Biok Hau-
HeT cOoBaTh CBOM HoC Tyma-cioga. $1 3anpy asepuy
wkada, a KJ104 BO3sMYy ¢ coBOii.

OropuyeHHBIE TEM, YTO OCTABJAIOT THMMHU 3anep-
TeIM B mkKady, et ABHHYJHUCH cjaeaoM 3a UepHsa-
BeIM ¥ Mapubest no KaMeHHOMY KOPHAOpY K AyGo-
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Boit asepu. Ilpolinsa yepe3 ABepsL, OHM OYYTHJIUCH HA
BepxHell molaaKe OrpoMHOI JIeCTHHIIBI, IIMPOKOI1
u nosioroit. CrycTUauch BHU3, B GOJBLION X0,

Cnpasa Obia aBepb, ¥ YepHABHIN OTKpPBLI ee.
OH BOLLIEM B KOMHATY M 3aroBOPHJI C KEM-TO.

— Jla BoT OHM Bce, — cKasanx oH. — IIpocry,
oTell, YTO A TaK MOCHEIUHO OTBeJ UX B CBOIO CITAJb-
HIO, HO A TaK o6pajoBasICA, YTO BHIKY Ux!

— Tsou manepsl, IIbep, OCTABAAIOT 3KeJIAThb JYyU-
IIero, — MpPOroBOPHJI HU3KMM rojsiocom mucrep Jle-
Hyap. ‘

et BHUMAaTEJBHO cMOTPeaH Ha Hero. OH cuzen
B GosbiuoM ay6oBOM Kpecie, aKKYpPaTHO OJEeThli1 ye-
JIOBEK C YMHBIM Ju1OoM. Ero cseranle Bosochl GblIn
3ayecaHbl Ha3al, a riaasa 6bLIH Takue e ronayOsle,
KakK y MapuGenn. OH Bce BpeMa yabI6aica, HO TOJb-
KO ryfaMu — rjia3da oCTaBaJNCh CEePbe3HBLIMH.

«Kaxue xonoansle rnasals — npoHecaOCh B Io-
JoBe AHH, KOrga OHa IMOAOLLIA K HeMy, 4YToObI Io-
’xaTh PyKy. Pyka y Hero GbLra Toxke xosopHasa. O
yapIGHYJICA elf M nmoTpenaj 1o nJjevy.

— Kakasa munasa aesuyumikal — rnpomsHec OH. —
Ter Gymewmrs xoporueit mnoapyroit ana Mapuben.
YepHABLI# mONyyaeT Tpex MaabYUKOB, a Mapu-
Genm — BCero oAHy AeBOYKy. Xa-xal

On, oueBnano, npuHan J[KOpMK 3a Majlb4yuKa,
Ha KOTOPOro OHa M B CAaMOM JieJie MOXoanjIa, — Kak
Bceraa, Ha Heit OblaM IKUHCHI U QyTBoaKa, a Kyp-
YaBble BOJIOCH! KOPOTKO OCTPHYKEHBI.

Hukro He ckasan, uto J[KOpAK He MANBYVK. A
yx Jxopax tem Gosee He cobupasach 3aABJIATH 00
arom. OHa, uk u J[>kynuan oOMeHANNCh C MMCTe-
pom Jlenyapom pykonoxxkarueM. Mars YepHasoro
HHUKTO M3 HMX JayKe He 3ameru!

A Mexxay TeM OHA HAXOAUJACh TYT Ke, CHAA C
MOTePAHHBIM BMAOM B Kpecie. 910 6bl1a MajeHbKas
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JKEeHIMHA, MI0X0XKaA Ha KYKJY, C BOJOCAMH MbILLIH-
HOrO L{BEeTa ¥ CePhLIMHU rja3aMHu. AHH NOBEpPHYJaCh
K Hei.

— Oii, xakasa BuI MaJleHbKas! — BeInajiuja oHa,
He yCIleB IIOAYMAThb, YTO F'OBOPHT.

Mucrep Jlenyap 3acmennca. Ou cmescs, KTo 6bl
4YTO HH cKasaj. Muccuc Jlenyap Bcrana u yabiOHY-
aace. OHa GbLIa TAKOIO 2Ke pocTa, Kak AHH, U y Hee
6bLIM caMble MaJIeHbKMEe DYYKHM M HOXXKH, KaKue
AnH Korza-iu60 AOBOAMJIOCH BMAETH Y B3POCJIOrO
yesoBeka. OHa noHpaBuaacs AHH. IloxkaB pyky
muccuc Jlenyap, AHH cKasaJa:

— C Bawueit CTOpOHBI OY€Hb JIOG€3HO NMPHIOTHTH
y ceGa Bcex Hac. Brul, HaBepHOe, 3HaeTe, 4YTO Ha
KpBILY HaLIero Aoma ofpyLInIoch AepeBoO U IPOJIO-
muio ee?

Mucrep Jlenyap 1 B 3TtoT pas 3acmesnaca. OH
YTO-TO TAKOE€ COCTPHJ, M BCE BEXJIMBO YJbIGHY-
JIUCh.

— Hy uTo 3, Hageloch, BaM 3aech GyaeT xopo-
o, — ckasana oH. — IIeep u Mapubenn noxkaxyr
BaM CTapbii ropoa, a ecjau Bbl noobelaere cobJio-
AaThb OCTOPOXKHOCTb, TO CMOXKeTe IPONTH M0 Aopore
Ha MaTepUK M CXOAUTb TAM B KHMHO.

— Cnacubol — nobmarogapuam aeTu Xopom, H
mucrep JleHyap cHoBa 3acMesAJicsi CBOMM CTPAaHHBIM
CMexoM.

— Baiu oreny oyeHb YMHBII 4eJ0BeK, — 3as-
BMJ OH, HeOXXHAAHHO ofpawmascs K Ikyauany,
KOTOpBIN cpal3y Jaoragajica, 4YTO OH mO owuubke
npuHaa ero 3a Jxopmx. 51 nHagerocs, OH npu-
efleT CIoAa, Y4To6bl OTBE3TH BAC AOMOI1, KOraa mnpu-
AeT mopa, M Toraa A Oyay HMeTh YAOBOJILCTBUE
¢ HuM noGecexoBaTs. MBI ¢ HUM 3aHMMaeMCA CXO-
JKHUMHM 3KCIIePMMEHTAMH, HO OH IIPOABHUHYJCH
aajablue, 4eMm 4.
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— Ol — BexxsauBo orossanca Ixymuan. ITocne
3TOro 3aroBOpHJia TMXHM rojocom muccuc Jlenyap:

— BJox nokopMuT Bcex Bac B KJACCHOII KOMHa-
Te Mapubess1 — Toraa Bel He ITIOMELLIAETe MOEMY MY-
xKy. OH He JOGHT pasroBapMBaTh BO BpeMs efbl, a
AJIA 11ecTepbIx pebAT 310 61O Obl AOBOJILHO THMK-
KHUM HMCHBITAHUEM.

Muctep Jlenyap onarts. paccmesainca. Ero xosoxn-
Hble rojyOble rjasa BHHMATEJBLHO Pas3riaiblBaju
nereit.

— Mexay npouum, Ilbep, — BApPYr npousHec
OH, — A 3anpewaro tefe 6poauTs NMO KaTakombam
Ha XOJIMe, KaK 3alpellas y»Ke paHbllle; A TaKike
3anpeualo Tebe TBOM OTYasAHHBIE YNPa)KHEHUA C
Jla3aHHMEM IO AepeBbAM M CKaJaM, H A He MOTepm-
JI10, 4TOGLI Thl BLIKHMABIBAJ CBOM HOMEpa Ha rOpOA-
CKOM cTeHe Temnepb, Koraa TeGA OKPY’KalOT Apyrue
Aetu. A He xouy, yToObl OHM MOABEepPrajJnuch KakKoii-
aubo onacHoctn. OGernaein, 4To He Gyaellb HUYEro
3Toro aenarn?

— 51 He BBIKMABIBAI0O HHKAKHX HOMEpPOB Ha CTe-

He, 3anporecTtoBas UepHABBIA, — KM A He MOABEp-
raio ornacHocTH ce6a MJaM ApyTHUX.
— Tbl NOCTOAHHO AypauMIILCA, — CKas3ajl MMC-

Tep JleHyap, ¥ KOHYMK Hoca y Hero noGesnen. AHH
NnocMoTpena Ha Hero ¢ HHTepecom. OHa He 3Hana,
YTO 3TO CAydYaloch BCAKMH pa3, koraa mucrep Jle-
Hyap cepauJcAa.

— Ilocaywaiite, c3p, — OCKOPOJIEHHBIM TOHOM
saaBua UepHABbIA, — A B NMPOLUJIYIO YeTBEPTh OblJ
nepBbIM MO ycrneBaeMOCTH B MoeM KJacce. Ocranib-
Hble pe6ATa NMOHHMAJIM, YTO OH MNBITAETCA YBECTH
muctepa JleHyapa oT BBIABMHYTBIX MM TpeGoBa-
HUH — OH BOBCe He cofupaJica ofeliaTb eMy TO, 4YTO
OT Hero TpeGoBau.

Teneps B paaroBop BMewmasacs muccuc Jlenyap.
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— OH B camMoM pesie xopoluo nopaboran B npo-
LILTYIO YeTBepTh, — NPOM3Hecsa OHa. — ThI JOJKeH
MOMHHTb...

— JHoBoabHol — paBKHya Mmucrep Jlenyap, n
yabIfKH M cMex, Ha KOTOpble OH TOJbKO 4TO ObLa
Tak meap, 6yaro serpoM caynao. — Ilowmnu npous
OTCIOAa, BCe YXOAUTe nMpoybl

JloBonbHO CHJIBHO HamyraHHbie, lxkyamnan, [Juk,
AHH #1 J[KOpZK IOCMEILUHO BHILUIY M3 KOMHATHI, H
3a HUMH nocyenoBaan Yepuasswiit 1 Mapubenn. 3a-
KDhIBas aBepb, YepHABBINA LIMPOKO yabIbaicA.

— A a TaK HHM4Yero u He noobewanl — BOCKJIMK-
HyJa oH. — OH XOTeN JHULIHTL HAC BCAKOIO YAOBOJb-
crBuA. Ecan He 3aHAThCA oOC/I€I0BAHHEM 3JELLHMUX
MECT, TO BECeJIOrO TYT Oo4YeHb Majno. fI Mory noxa-
3aTh BaM MAacCy NPEeCTPAHHBIX MECTEeYeK.

— A yto Takoe KarakomOe1? — crnipocusa AHH,
He HMeBILUAasA HHU Majeilllero npeacTaBjeHUs O TOM,
410 OBI 3TO MOIJIO 3HAYMTE.

— HaBuaucrteie TailHble TOHHEAHW, NpoOHThIE
B xoaMe, — orBeTun YepHaABbll. — Ilenrukom mx
He 3HAET HMKTO. B HHX JIlerko 3aTepATbCA, Aa
TaK, 4YTO HHKorxa He BhibGepemunca. Tam macca
. Jloae mponaJja.

— A noueMy 3feCb TaK MHOIO TafHBLIX AOPOT M
BCAKOIO TAKOro npouyero? — crpocuia J[3xopax.

— BnonHe noHATHO nouemy, — 3aaBua IKyan-
aH. — 3xech ObLIO MpUCTAHMINE KOHTpaGaHAUCTOB,
M MM HaBEeDHAKA He pa3 NMPHUXOAUJIOCH HE TOJbKO
NPUIIPATHIBATE CBOM TOBApbl, HO H MNMPATATLCA Ca-
mum! K tomy xe, o carosam YepHaBoro, 3aech u
cefivac »xuBer Kakoli-ro KoHTpabanaucr. Kak Tb1
ckasana ero pamMuana — Kaxerca, BapauHr?

— Ha, — noareepaun YepHaBwmit. — Ilouwun
HaBepx, A TNOKaXy BaM Ball¥ KOMHAThI. ¥ Bac U3
OKOH IIpeKpacHbIf B HA rOpoA.
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OH npuBes X B KOMHAThI, PACIIOJOXKEHHbIe OJ-
Ha DAAOM C APYroil, Ha NMPOTHUBOIOJIOM¥HOMH CTOpOHE
JIeCTHMLbI, BeAylueil M3 KOMHAT, 3aHHMAaeMbIX MM
camum U Mspubesn. KoMuaTel GuliiM MaseHbKMe,
HO xopowo obcrasneHHble. Kak u ckasan YepHsa-
BbI, U3 OKOH OTKPbIBAJICA BOCXMTHUTEJIbHBIN BUA Ha
cTpaHHBle KpoBau M GauiHH OTTOPrHyTOro XoJmMma.
MM 6o Taxk)ke BEJMKOJIENMHO BMAEH OOM MHUCTepa
Bapaunura.

Jxopmx 1 AHH JO/KHBI GbLIM CIIaTh B OLHOI
KomHare, a Jlikyanan u [Juk — B apyroit. OueBua-
HO, muccuc JleHyap 3anoMHHMJA, YTO CPEAU ee roc-
Telt GblIM ABe OJeBOYKH M JBA MAJIbYMKA, & He OXHA
AEBOYKA M TPH MaJbYMKa, KaKk BooOpasua MuUCTEp
Jlenyap. :

— IlpuaTHble, yIOTHBIE KOMHATHI, — CKasaja
AHH. — MHe HpaBATCA 3TH TeMHbIe AyGOBLIE MaHe-
JH. A B HAIIMX KOMHATAX TOXE €CTh KaKue-HUGYAb
TaiiHbIe nepexonbi?

— Ilopoxaure, camu ysBuautel — yawibHyJsCA
Yepusasniii. — Ilornaaure-Ka, BalIyM Beliy pacrna-
KoBaHbl. HaBsepHoe, 310 caenana Capa. OHa Bam mo-
HpaBuTcA. Xopoluaa TeTKA — TOJCTaA, Kpyrjad u
BecesJaA — HUYYTh He noxoxxa Ha Biaokal

YepHaBslil, Kasaiock, coBceM no3abeun npo Tu-
ma. J[)xopmx HANOMHHKJIA eMy. :

— A kaxk nacuer Tummu? Ileno B Tom, 4TO OH
00A3aTeJbHO AOJIKEH HAXOAMTBLCA MOGJH3OCTH OT
MeHA. 1 KpoMe TOro, HajO AOrOBOPHUTLCA O TOM,
KaK KOPMHTh ero M mnporyauBartbh. §I oueHp Hajze-
I0Ch, 4TO Bce ¢ HUM Oyzer B nopaake. S npegnouna
6l cpady ke yexath OOpDaATHO, Ye€M JOMYCTHTb, YTO-
661 TumMMu cTpagan.

— Jla Bce ¢ HuMm Oyner B nopaake, — 3aBepu
Yepuaswiit. — S ycTpoio Tak, 4To6bl OH COBEPLUEH-
HO cBoBoaHO Geran Mo KOPMAOPY, 4Yepe3 KOTOPbIit
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MBI go0panuch OO Moeif CrajbHHM, U, KpOMe TOro,
Mbl GyaeM TaiiKOM BBIBOAUTHL €ro 4epe3 TOHHEJb,
KOTODBIil BeieT YYyTh He A0 CepPeaAMHBI ropoja, Tak
4YTO Kakaoe yTpo OH GyaeT MMeTh BO3MOMKHOCTh Ha-
GeraThcA BBOJIIO. MBI npekpacHo 6yaeM NpOBOAMTL
Bpema ¢ Tummul

J>KOpAK ero cjioBa He CJIMUIKOM yOeauiu.

— A MoXKeT OH Mo HOYaM CIaTh Ha Moeil mocTe-
au? — cnpocuia oHa. — Ecau eMy 31O He mo03BO-
JIATH, OH CBOMM BOeM IepeCyauT BeCh AOM.

— YTo x, nonmpobyeM Kak-HHOYAb 3TO YCTpO-
HTh, — C HEKOTODHIM COMHEHMEM B roJioce OTO-
asanca Yepuasniit. — TwI nMoHMMaells, TYT HAHAO
cofaionarh KpaifHIOI0 OCTOPOXKHOCTh, €CJAM MBI He
XOTHMM BBI3BATh Cepbe3Hble HEeNnmpUATHOCTHU. Thl He
npeacrasiselib cebe, KAKMM Mo)KeT GBITHL MOI1 OT-
yuml

ITouemy xe? OHu porageiBanuch. JKyamaH ¢
N06ONBITCTBOM NOrAAAeNa HA MaJb4yHKa.

— A umsa tBoero orua toxke 6v110 Jlenyap? —
CIIPOCHJI OH.

ManpuMK KUBHYJI.

— Jla, on 6b1n1 gBOIOpPOAHBIM GpaTOM MoOero or-
yuMa M OBLT TAKUM Ke XKrydum OpIoHeToM, Kak M
GonsunHcTBO JleHyapoB. Moit oTuMM — HCKJIIOYe-
HHe U3 mnpasmna, oH — GaonauH. Jlroam rosopsar,
yto Gesoxkypele JleHyapsl HHUKyxa He TOAATCA, —
TOJILKO MOEMY OTYMMY 3TOrO He rosopmu!

— Kax 6yaro mMbl Ha aro criocoGHbll — ckasana
Jxopmx. — Tocnnogu, xa oH 61 OTPYGHJ HAM roJo-
BBl MM ewe 4dro-HMOyaw! Aiiga, nmoumuim Hasad, K
Tumy.



TJIABA CEAbBMAMSA
IMoTakHag waxra

et oueHs o6pagoBaIUCh TOMY, YTO OHU 6yayT
ecTb OfHH, Ge3 B3POCJABIX, B KJACCHONH KOMHAaTe.
BceM xoresioch KaAK MOXKHO MEHBIIIe MMEThb JeJio C
mucrepoM Jlenyapom. UM Geuto sxane MapuGenn 3a
TO, YTO y Hee TAKON CTPaHHBINi oTell.

OueHb CKOPO OHM COBCEM OCBOMJIMCH B aome IInk
Konrpabanaucta. Kak Tonsko xxopmx yGeausaacs,
yro ¢ TUMMH Bce yCTPOMJIOCH HauaydmuuMm obGpa-
30M — XOTA nec Obla o3ana4yeH BCEM IPOMUCXOAA-
IIMM, — OHA TOMXe ycnoxkownach. EauHcTBeHHasn
TPYAHOCTH COCTOSLIA B TOM, KaK BIIYyCKaTh TUMMH B
CBOIO KOMHATyY Ha HOYb. [lesaTh 3TO MPUXOANJIOCH B
TemMHOTe. Y Bioka 6GbLna oTBpaTHMTENbHAA NMPHUBBIY-
Ka TMOABJATHCA COBEpLIEHHO Ge33By4YHO M HEOXH-
nanHo, u J[xxopmk Gosanack, YTO OH 3aMETUT OrpoM-
HOIO 1ca.

B TeueHMe cieayOLUMX HECKONAbKMX aHel Tum-
MM IPHUILIOCH 3KHUTh CTPAHHOU »xkM3HbI0. IIoka netun
6b11M fOMa, €My NPHUXOANJIOCh HAXOAUTHCA B Y3KOM
TaitHoM nepexoae. On 6poaun Tam, cOUTHBII C TONKY,
OJIHHOKHﬁ, npucayumBasacb, He Dpa3jgactcsa JMn
CBHMCT, O3HAYAIOLLMIA, YTO OH JOJXKEH BJIEe3Th B ILJa-
TAHOM WIKa(d, OTKYAA €ro MOTOM BBIIIYCTAT HAPYXKY.

KopMuanu ero ouens xopouro, moromy utro Yep-
HABBII KAXAYI0O HOYb coBepluas Haber Ha KJano-
Byo. Capa yauBasaaach HCYE3HOBEHHMIO TAaKHMX Be-
e, HanpuMmep, Kak cyrnossle Koctu. OHa He Mor-
Jla MOHATb, YTO npoucxoaut. TMMMH noXKupas Bce,
4YTO eMy AaBajiu.

Kaxgoe yTpo pe6aTa XOPOILLEHBKO €ro BbIryJIH-
Bau. B nepBoe yTpo Bce 6bUIO OYeHBb BOJMHYIOLLIMM.
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Jxopax nanomHuna YepHasomy, 4TO OH oGe-
1A KaXKABIA XeHb BHIBOAUTh TMMMM IOTYNATH.

— Emy 3ro npocro Heob6xoauMo, MHaYe OH Gyaer
4yBCTBOBATh ce6A HecyaCTHhIM! — 3asBU/IA OHA. —
Ho xax HaM 310 ycTpouTh? MEI 2Ke He MOXKEM Npo-
BECTH €ro 4epe3 BeCb AOM H BBIBECTH HA YyJHLY 4Ye-
pe3 napaaHyio aBepb. TyT y»k Mbl 00A3aTeJbHO Ha-
nopemcs Ha TBoero orual

— Jypouka, Beab A Ke BaM DacCKasbIBaJ, 4YTO
3HAI0 NyTh, BeAYUWMH YyTh JU He OO MOJOBHHEI
xonma. 5 nokaxy ero sam. Tam mb1 Gyaem B Ges-
OMNAacHOCTH, TMOTOMY 4TO, A8&XKe eCJIM BCTpeTMM DBuio-
Ka WIH ewue Koro-HuOyab, KTO HAC 3HAeT, OHH He
6yayT 3HaTh, YTO aT0 — Haiua cobaka. Ouu mnoay-
MAIOT, 4YTO 3TO npocto GpoaAunit nec, KOTOPLIK yBA-
3ajica 3a HAMH, — CKasan YepHABLIiL.

— Hy Tak nokaxu HaM HaKOHel] 3TOT NyTh, —
HeTepneauBo BOCKJMKHyAa JDxopmx. Bce ouu Ha-
XOAUJHUCH B €ro KoMHare, a THM Jiexxan Ha KOBpHKe
okoJsio xopmk. B komHaTe YepHABOro oHM AeiiCT-
BHUTEJBHO YyBCTBOBaJIH cefa B Ge3onacHocTy 6Giaaro-
JapA 3BOHOYKY, KOTODLI nmpexyripe:xaan ux, KOraa
KTO-HHOYAb OTKPBIBAJ ABEPhL B KOHIIE AJTHHHOIO KO-
pujopa.

— Ham npuperca nepeliTn B xomHary Moapu-
Gesn, — obbaBua UYepHaselli. — Brr Gyaere norpa-
CeHbl, KOraa yBUAUTE ITYTh, BEAYLIMIA BHHU3 IO XOJ-
My, — 370 7 Bam oBemaiol ’

OH BBRIrIAHYJ U3 KOMHATHI. I[Bepp B KOHLE KO-
pnaopa 6bL1a 3aKphITa.

— Moapubena, clerait 1 nmornagu yepes ABephb
TaM, B KOpujaope, — CKOMaHAOBaJ YepHABBI. —
Ecan KTO-TO HayHeT NMOAHMMATBLCA I10 JIeCTHHUE,
ceifuac e Hac npeaynpeau. Ecam taM HHKOro
HeT, MBI BCeé THXOHbBKO mnepefepeMcA B TBOIO
KOMHATY.
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Mospubenn nobeskana no KOpuaopy K ABEpH, OT-

KDBLIA €e, H TYT e Pa3fajCA CHIHANIBHBINA 3BOHO-
yeK B KomHate YepHasoro. IIpu arom 3Byke Tummn
ApPOCTHO 3aBopyan. Mapubenn orusajena JECTHHLY U
noaana pefATaM 3HAK, YTO TAM HeT HHKOIO.
" Bce ceituac xe nepefpanrucs B KOMHaty Moapnu-
Genn, ¥ OHA caMa TOXKe NPHUCOEAUHWIACh K HUM. 3TO
6LL1a CMeIIHAA MaJIeHbKasA NeBO4YKa, THMXad U Iyr-
JUBasg, KaK MBIILIOHOK. AHH, KOTOpPOif OHa HpaBu-
Jach, He pa3 NMOAAPA3HMBAJIA €e 34 TO, YTO OHA Ta-
Kaa poOkasn.

Moaspubenn ne aobuna, 4yTobel ee apasuuan. I'na-
3a y Hee TOTYaC HAINOJHAJKCH CJIe3aMH, U OHA OTBO-
paunBaiach or pebar. — Hwuuero, Koraa noiiger B
LIKOJY, OHA M3MEHHMTCA, — CKadaa UYepHABbIN. —
Kak ona mMoxer He 6mITh DOBKOil, KOrma Kpyriablit
rox sanepra B 3TOM cTpaHHoM aome? OHa nouTH Hu-
KOrAa He BCTPEYaeTcs CO CBOMMH OJHOJETKAMHU.

Pebarnmiku Haluaucek B cnaabHI0 Mapubenn u
3aKpbLIM 3a coboit aBepb. YepHABBIA MOBepHYJN
KJIIOY B 3aMKe. ’

— Ha Tor cayuait, ecin Baoky Baaymaercs
npuiTH NMOPa3HIOXaTh, — CKAa3&J OH C YJLIGKOIA.

Ilocne aToro oH Havyan caBurarb mebenb K cre-
HaM. OcTtajnbHble BHaYaje YAMBJEHHO Habaoxanu
3a HMM, a NOTOM NPHHAINCH MOMOraTh.

— 3aueMm 310 BH nepexasuraere mebean? — 1o-
HHTepecoBaiICA JIMK, NMBEIXTA HAA TAMKEJEHHBIM CYyH-
AYKOM.

— Ham Hafi0 NOQHATE C M0JIAa 3TOT TAMKEJbIi KO-
Bep, — orBetnn YepHABBIA, NBIXTA OT HAanpsxe-
Hua. — OH 3gech MnonoMKeH, 4TOGLI IPHUKPBITH
ABepb, Bexyinyio BHu3. Ilo KpaliHeit Mmepe s Bceraa
TaK CYHUTAJ.

ITocse Toro kak Bcio MeGenb OTOABHHYJIN K CTe-
He, MOAHATH THKEABIA KoBep OBIJIO yXe He Tax
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TpyaHo. Ilox HMM Jexana eme BOJIOYHAA IIOA-
CTHJIKA, KOTODPYIO TOXKe mnpuiiock youpars. Korga
3To 6BLIO CAENAHO, AETH YBUIAEAH BAEJAHHYIO B IIOJ
ABEPb C KOJBLIOM, 38 KOTOpOe ee MOXKHO GbLIO MpH-
INIOAHHUMATSD.

Bce 3T0 npuBeno peGAT B CHIbHelIIIee BO30yxae-
Hue. Ewe oaun noraitnoit xoa! B arom mome, Kak
BUAHO, UX Obu10 noaHol YepHaBHIA noTAHYA 3a
KOJIBLIO, M TAXKeJasdA ABEePhb JErko NPHUIIOAHAJIACD.
JeTH 3ariAaHyJM BHHM3, HO HHYEro He CMOIJIHM YBH-
AeTb — TaM 6bLIO TEMHBIM-TEMHO.

— A CTymneHbKH, MO KOTOPBIM MOYKHO GbLI0 Gbl
CYCTUTLCA BHM3, UMeloTcA? — cnpocua Jxyanan,
KPenkKo Zep:Ka 3a ruie4o AHH, 4yToOnl OHA He CBAJIH-
J1ach BHH3.

— Het, — orBernn Yepuasulii, afoctraBaa 6oab-
moit GoHApMK, KOTOPBI# OH npHHEeC ¢ coboit. —
Cmorpurel

OH BKJOYKMI GOHAPMK, M AETH TaK M aXHYJIH.
HBepua B nojgy OTKPHIBAJIA NMYTh BHU3, B rIIyGOKYIO
HIaxTy.

— Ho Beas oHa HaBepHAKA PACIIOJIOXKEHA ropaas-
no rayb:ke GyHIaMEHTa, — BOCKJHKHYJ YAWBJIECHHO
Jxynuan. — Tyt nepeax HamMM npocTO OTBEpCTHE,
Beayluee B iaxrty. [lna yero oHa npexHasHayeHa?

— BepoaTHO, B Hell npATaNM JIOAEN WIHN Ke
NPUKAHYMBAJIM MX, — cKadan YepHaswiit. — Cias-
HOe MecTe4Ko, He npasaa au? Ecau tyaa cBanuiub-
cd, Bot Gyaer rpoxor!

— Ho xaxuM 06pa3oM MEI MOXKeM IepenpaBMTh
Tyaa TumMmu, na U caMu Kak tyaa aobepemca? —
cnpocuaa JDxopmx. — f, yak BO BCAKOM caydae, He
JKeJalo Tya CBAJIHUTBCA.

YepHABHII paccMessICA.

— Tebe He npuaerca aroro genars. Ilornagn-kal —
OH OTKpBLI IUIATAHOM LUKAa(d U NPOTAHYJ PYKY K LLIH-
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poxoit nonike. TaM OH YTO-TO MOTAHYJ KHMU3Y, U Je-
TH YBHIEJH, YTO OH BHITALINI BEPEBOYHYIO JECTHH-
uy, TOHKYIO, HO O4YeHb IPOYHy1I0.— Bor Buaute?
Mbu1 BCce MOJXKEM IO Hel CITyCTHTLCA.

— TuUMMH He CMOXKeT, — Cpa3y e Bo3pasuJa
Hxopmx. — OH He MOXKeT CITYCKAThCA WJIH IMOAHHU-
MaThCA 10 BepeBOYHOI JieCTHHLIE.

— B camom gene? — cnpocua Jlenyap. — A
BeAb HA BHA OH TAKON CMBILILIEHBIH Iec: A-TO AY-
MaJl, YTO TAKAaA Belllb eMy HHUIIOYEM.

— Her, 3T0ro oOH He MOXeT, — peLUUTeJbHBIM
TOHOM nosropuia J[HKOpAK. — ITO raymnaa 3atesd.

— §1 3Halo, uTO Aenarsel — BOCKJMKHYJA BAPYT
Mbspubenn, kpacuea or co6CTBeHHOM! Aep3oCTH: BeAb
OHa mo3Bosuaa cefe BMeIIATHLCA B YYXKOH paaro-
BOp. — MHe KakeTcd, A 3HAI0, KAK IOCTYMHTh.
Mu1r morau 6ul focTaTh KOP3MHY AaA OeabA M rioca-
auTth B Hee Tummu. KopsuHy MoxxkHO 0GBA3aThH Be-
PeBKaMH H TaKHM o0pa3oM onycTUTh ero BHu3. Tak
e MOXKHO OyzeTr M MOAHATH €ro HaBepX.

PebaTa yauBleHHO NOCMOTPEJH Ha Hee.

— Bor 3210 geficrBHTeNBHO GieCTALLIAA MBICAB! —
onobputensHo ckasan I)xyanan. — Mosoaeu, Ma-
puGenn! B xopaune Tummun Gyzer B noaHoit Geaonac-
HoctH. IIpaBna, Kop3anHa nmoHagoOuTca 6oablan.

— B KyxHe ecTb oyeHb GosbluIas KOp3uHA, —
oro3Basnack Mapubenn. — Eo nmouru HuKorga He
NOJAbL3YIOTCH, Pa3Be 4YTO B TeX CJAydYasax, Korga y Hac
B JIOMe 3KMBeT MHOrO rocreit, BoT Kak ceiiyac. MuI
BIIOJIHE MOYKEM €I0 BOCIIOJIb30BATLCA.

— IlpaBuabHol — moarsepaua ee Gpar. — Ko-
He4yHo, MmoxkeM. S celtuac ke noiiagy u npuHecy ee.

— A uyeM THl OOBACHHMIUb, YTO OHa Tebe BAPYr
noHagobunack? — KPHKHYJ eMmy Begaen JKyauaH.

Ho YepusaBoro ye ¥ cjeA NPOCTLIJI: OH OTKPLLI
ABEPb M CTPeMriaB BBICKOYMJ BOH. OH 6uL1 HeBepo-
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ATHO HeTeprneJUB M HHM HA MHHYTY He MOr OTJIO-
KHUTb TO, YTO 3anyMal.

He orseruB [)kyauaHy, OH TOPONJIMBO 3allIara
no Kopuaopy. JKyanaun 3anep 3a HUM aBepb. OH He
xoreJ1, 4ToObl KTO-HHOYAb BOILEJ M YBHAEJ CHATHIN
KOBEp H 3UAIOLUYIO NOA HUM AbIDYy!

Yepes ase MUHYTHl UepHABBIN BepHYJCA, HECA
HA TroJIOBe TAKEJEHHYIO IUIETeHYI0 KOP3MHY A
Geaba. On s3aapafaHui KynakoM B aBeps, u JKy-
JINaH oTIep ee.

— IIpexkpacnol — BockauKHya JxyanaH. —
Kax tb1 ee pa3nobu1n? Hukro He 6bin npoTus?

— A s HHKOro He crnpaluHBaJ, — YJALIOHYJ-
ca Yepuasnit. — TaM M cnpaliuBaTh-TO HEKO-
ro. Baok y orua, a Capa yuna 3a noKynkamu.
Ecan KTo-HMOyap Ha4YHeT 3ajaBaTh Ha 3TOT
c4eT BONPOCHI, A BCerxa MOTY MOCTABHTh KOP-
3MHY HA MECTO.

BepeBouHyIO JIeCTHMLY CHOYCTHJHM B  JbIDY.
OHa CKOJB3HYJA TYyAA, K&K pacnpaBHBLIAA
CBOM KOJIbIIA 3MeA; ONyCKAaACh BCe HMXKEe M HH-
e, OHA HAKOHeIl KOCHyJach AHA maxtel. Toraa
u3 coceaHelt komHaTn npuramuan Tummu. On
BOILLIEJI, BUJIAA XBOCTOM, B NMOJHOM BOCTOpre OT-
TOro, YTO ONATH OH BMecTe CO BceMH. J[KOpIK
Kpenko ero o6Haxa.

— Tummn, poporoit moit! MHe ykacHO He-
NPUATHO, 4YTO npuxoaurca teba nparars. Ho
HUYEro, CerogHsa YTPOM MBI BCe BMeCTe BhIiiaeM
Ha yJauny.

— ¥ cnyckaioch nepsbIiM, — cKasan Yepusa-
BHIl. — A caemom 3a mMHol cniyctute Tummun. 5 06-
BAXKY €ro KOpP3MHY BOT 3roi BepeBKoif. OHa oueHb
XOpouIaa — MPOYHasa M MINHHaA. Jlyyue npussa-
3aTh ee OQHMM KOHLIOM K KpoBaTH, Toraa Ham Gyner
Jierye BTATMBATh €r0 HaBepX, KOraa Mbl BeDHEMCH.
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THMMH 3aCTABWIM BJIE3Th B KOPD3UHY M YyJeubCsH
B Helt. OT yaAuBJIeHMA OH HeMHOXKO nosasaa. Ho
JKOpIK 3a)Kasia eMy NacTh PyKOif.

— IH-mr-mx! Tummu, HH 3ByKal — npukasaaa
oHa. — 51 3Hal0, YTO BCe ITO OYeHb Telsa yAMBJIAET.
Ho mudero, B KoHue KOHLOB Thl OyZelusr BO3HA-
rpasxxJieH 3aMedaTeJbHOMN nporyaxkoi.

Ycaslias cJa0BO enporyakas, Tummu obpano-
Basica. IMeHHO 3TOro OH M X0Tea — Xopoiueii mnpo-
AOJLKHUTEJBHON NMPOryJKH HAa CBEXKeM BO3ayXe, NpH
COJTHEeYHOM CBeTe.

EMy oOuYeHr He NOHpPABWIOCH, KOraa KPBILIKY
KOP3HMHBI, B KOTOPYIO €ro NnocafgujM, 3aKpbLIM, HO,
nockoabKy JKopmx, o Bcelt BMAMMOCTH, CUMTANIA,
yT0 THMMH AOJIKEH CO BCEM 3THM MHDHUTBLCA, OH H
MHPHJICA.

— Kaxoilt oH Bce-TakH 3aMeuaTeNbHbI necl —
Bocxutuaack Moapubenn. — Croyckaiica cKopee
BHH3, — ofpaTunacs oHa K 6pary, — M XKIM ero
BHH3Y, MBI €0 TyAAa CIIYCTHM.

Manpuuk ucuye3 B yepHOM abIpe, 3aykaB (oHa-
pux 3ybamu. OH cniyckaiaca Bce HMake U Hmke. Ha-
KOHell OH 6JIaronoTy4YHO AOCTHI AHA LIAXTHI U IIO-
CUTHaJIMJI CHu3y (oHapHKoM. Ero rosoc ponecca no
HHMX, NPHrIYyLIeHHBIA 1 KaKoM-TO H3MEeHUBIUMIACA.

— HMasaiirel Crryckaiite Tummul

BenbeByio KOP3KHHY, CTABLUYIO Teleph O4eHb TA-
AKeJiolt, MOJOABMHYJIM K CAMOMY KPAalo AbIPHI. A 1O-
TOM OHA NOIIJIA BHHU3, TO U [IeJI0 CTYKAACh O CTEHKH
Gokamu. Tummu peryan. Emy ara urpa 6eu1a coscem
He 1o ayiuel

duk u JDHxyanax BaBoeM aep:kanu BepeBKy. OHu
omyckaau THMMH TAaK OCTOPOXKHO, KAK TOJBbKO MOT-
au. KopauHa A0BOJBHO MJIABHO AOCTMIJIA AHA ILIAX-
ThI, nocje 4Yero YepHasnlili packpeur ee. Tummmu c
JaeM BbICKouMa ortyaa. Ho peGaram, ciequBIUIMM
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3a ero CITyCKOM CBepXy, €ro Jiaif IoKasaJICA JpaJie-
KUM M O4eHb THXHM.

— Hy a Teneps cryckaifiTech Bce OCTaIbHbIE IO
ouepeaH, — KPpUKHYJ UYepHABHIA, pasmaxusas ¢o-
HapuKoM. — A aseps 3anepra, Jhkyanan?

— a, — orBernwa ToT. — Cileq BHHMATENBLHO:
ceiiuac Gyaer CIrycKaTrsca AHH.

AHH cTasNa cnycKaThca BHM3. BHauasle oHa CHJIb-
HO Gosunach, HO, KOTZiA €€ HOrH NPHUBHIKJIA HAULYbI-
BaTh CTYNEHBKH BEPEBOYHON JIECTHMIILI, CIYCK CTaJ
6uicTphIM. 3a Heil nMocseAOBAIM OCTANbHBIE, H BCKO-
pe Bce OHH YKe CTOAJHM PAAOM Ha AHe I'POMAaJHOI
maxTel. et ¢ a1000MBITCTBOM OINIAABIBAINCH BO-
KpyT. 371eCh I1aXJIO YeM-TO 3aTXJBIM, CTEHBI LLIAXTHI
GbLIM BJIAXKHBIMH U 3€JIEHBIMH OT ILJIeCeHH. YepHA-
BRIt caenasn Kpyr cBOoUM GOHADHMKOM, M AEeTH yBHUIe-
JIX PaCXOAALIMECA B Pa3Hble CTOPOHEI TOHHEJIN.

ITopaskennslit, JKyanan cnpocui:

— Kyna e oHH Bce BegyT?

— Beab a ke BaM roBOpPHJI, YTO 3TOT XOJIM BeCh
MPOALIPABJIEH TOHHENAMH, — CKas3an YepHABLIIi.
Ora 1IaxTa HAXOAMTCA B HMIKHell uacTu xoama, H
TOHHENH BeAyT B KaTakoMObl. OHM TAHYTCA HA MHO-
rue muan. Celiuac HUKTO He 3aHHMAaeTca ux obce-
JOBaHHEM, IIOTOMY YTO TYT MOTEPAJIOCH OYEHb MHO-
ro aiogeit — crunynn 6e3 caena. Korga-to B crapu-
Hy CYyLLECTBOBAJa KapTra, Ha KOTOPOi Bce OHM GbLIN
oGosHaueHsl. Ho oHa naBHO norepaHa.

— Kak TyT Bce TAMHCTBEHHO M HENPUATHO, —
ckasaia, coaporaacs, AHH. — He xotena 6b1 A ouy-
TUTBLCA 3AeCh OAHA.

— Kakoe 3ameuatessHOe MeCTO, YTOOBI MPATATH
KOHTpabaHaHbIe TOBaphl, — 3ameTn JIuk. — 3aech
6Bl X HUKTO He Halue.

— ITo-moeMy, B cTapMHy KOHTPaGaHAMCTHI 3HA-
JIX BCe YTJIbI B 3aKOYJKHM 3THX TOHHeJei, — cKasal
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Yepuasniit. — ITouwnl Mu1 aBMHEMCS 11O TOMY TOH-
HeJIO, KOTODhIil BEIBOAMUT HAa CKJOH xonma. Koraa
AOMEeM N0 KOHIIA, NMPHAETCA HEMHOXXKO I10Ja3aThb.
Hapgeiocs, BBl HUIYEro He MMeeTe NPOTHB?

— Paaymeerca, — orserun xyaman. — Mel
Bce JasaemM mnpexpacHo. Ho mocayiuaii-ka, Tbl co-
BepLLUEHHO yBepeH, 4YTo 3Haewusb aopory? Ham Heo-
XOTa HABCErAa CTMHYTh 3aechl

— Koneuno, a 3naio aopory. IToman! — orse-
Tun YepHaswiit u, ocBewiana cebe nyts GOHAPHKOM,
rnoseJ UX 3a cofoil M0 TEeMHOMY M Y3KOMY TOHHEJIO.
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T'JIABA BOCBMAA
HHTepecHas nMporyaka

TonHens GbLI PACIIONIOMKEH HEMHOINO HAKJOHHO, U
B HEKOTOPhIX MeCTax B HEM CTOAJ OTBPATHUTEJBbHBIN
sanax. Axoraa on Kak Obl BAMBAJICA B LUAXTHI BPO-
nae Tolt, U3 Kotopoit OHM BHILULIM. YepHABLIN OCBe-
maa ux GoHapHKOM.

— BoT aroT TOHHENh, — 3aMETHMJ OH, — B Ka-
KOM-TO MecCTe IIOABOAUT K Aomy Bapauura. Boss-
LIMHCTBO 3AELUHUX CTAPBIX JOMOB MMEIOT CIIYCKH B
IaXThl — TAKHe XKe, KaKk Hama. MHorue M3 HHX
3X0pOBO yNpPATAHBI — He Halgeiusn!

— Bnepenn — aHeBHON CBeT WJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM
poxe, — ckasana BaApyr AHH. — Bor 3ameuaresnbsHO!
MHue npocTO OTBPATHTEJNIEH 3TOT TOHHEJD!

N peilicrBuTensHo, To 6611 XHEBHOM cBeT, npoca-
yuBaBIUMACA 4yepe3 melepoo6pasHoe OTBEpPCTHE HAa
CKJIOHe xoaMma. JleTH CrpyAMJINCh TaM M CTaJH BBI-
INAABIBATH HADYXKY.

OHHM HAXOOMJMCh BHE XOJMAa M BHe ropoja, riae-
TO Ha KPYTOM yTece, ClIycKasuiemMca K Gosory. Yep-
HABBINA BbIOpasicaA Ha BeicTyn. OH cnipaTana cBoit ¢o-
HapHMK B KapMaH.

— Ham Hano nonacth BOH Ha TY TPOMHHKY, —
CKa3aJj OH, YKa3slBaa BHM3. — OHa noaseser Hac K
TOMY MECTY, I'le r'OpOACKas CTeHa MAOBOJbHO HH3-
KafA, TAK 4YTO MBI CMOXEeM 4Yepe3 Hee nepebpaTbcA.
TumMMu Kpenko crout Ha Jjanax? Henwsssa gony-
CTHTB, YTOORI OH cBasMJICcA B Gosorol

Bonoro, coBepmenHo nuockoe u GesobGpasHoe,
NPOCTHPAJIOCh TIAe-TO JAajleKo BHu3y. JXKopax
Bcell aymoit Hageanach, 4To THMMH He ymnageT
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tyna. Ho on pelicTBHTeNbHO OYEeHB XOpPOLUO Zep-
JKAJICA HA CBOMX 4YeThIpex Jarax, TaK 4YTO BPAXR
JH OH MOCKOJB3HETCHA M ynajeT, AyMaJja AeBOYKa.
Tponuuka Obizia KpyTo#t M CKaJMCTON, HO HATH
no Helt ObIIO MOXKHO.

Bce aABMHYJINCHL BHM3, BpeMA OT BPEMEHH Iepe-
Oupasch yepe3 ckaabl. TponMHKA npuBesia UX K ro-
POACKOM cTeHe, KOTOpaA AeMCTBMTENBHO OKa3alach
B 3TOM MeECTe He CJMIUKOM BhICOKOM. YepHABbIM
B3o0pasica Ha BepIUHHY CTeHBl. Jlasan oH npocTo
KakK Kolukal

— HeyauBHTeNBHO, YTO OH TAK IPOCJABHJICA B
LIKOJIe CBOMM yMEeHHeM Jia3aTh, — CKasaa Jluk
Ioxynauany. — OH npoliuen 3fech HeIUIOXYIO IpakK-
TuKy! IIoMHHIUB, KAK B M03aNPOLLTYIO YeTBEePTh OH
BCKapalKaJIcCA Ha KpHIly IUKOJLI. Bee 60AaKnCh, 4TO
OH NOCKOJIb3HETCA M YIaZieT, HO HHYero ¢ HUM He
cayuymwiock. OH NpUBA3AN HAUMOHAJNBHBIA Guar K
onHoi u3 Tpy6!

— Aiinal — kpuknya Yepuasmit. — IlyTs cBo-
GoneH. OTO JNOBOJNLHO YeNMHEHHAA 4YacTh ropoja;
HUKTO He YBUAHT, KAK MbI epejie3aeM 4epe3 CTeHy.

B ckopom BpemeHm Bce nepeGpanuch depe3 cre-
Hy, B TOM uucie ¥ Tummn. OHM oTnpaBHUIMCHL XOPO-
LIEHBKO NMPOryJAATHCA IO CKJOHY xouMma. Bce mosy-
YUJIMX OrpOMHOE YJAOBOJLCTBHE. Uepe3 HeKOTopoe
BpPeMA TyMaH Ha4aJ pacceMBaThCA, COMHIE NMPUATHO
corpeBajo peGAr.

Topox 6bin1 oueHs apeBHuM. Hekoropnle aoma,
Kasajoch, TOMO M TJIALM PYXHYT, HO B HUX >KHJIH
JIOAU — U3 TpyO Baaua abiM. MarasuHsl, ¢ UX BbI-
TAHYTBIMH Y3KHMH OKHAMM M HABHCAIOLUMMH Kap-
HHM3aMH, MMeJH NpuuyRaMBeif Bua. lletn ocraHo-
BWJINCh M CTAJH MX Pa3IyIAABLIBATS.

— Buumanuel Bon uaer Baok! — BHesanHo
npou3Hec YepHABLIA, NOHU3HUB rosoc. — He obpa-
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mwakte Ha TUMMH HMKaKoro BHuMaHusA. Ecau oH
NoAGEKUT M IONBITAETCA KOro-HMOYAbL TM3HYTh WIH
obnanuTh, caeaaiiTe BHA, 4YTO INOHHMTE €ro IpoUb,
6yATO OH — BCero Juiub NpuIyaHbIi nec.

Bce cpmenanu BMA, 4TO He 3aMevaloT DBioka,
YCTPDEeMHMB BHMMATEJBbHBEIA B3rJAA HA BHUTDPHUHY
marasuHa. THMMH, YYBCTBYS, YTO €ro He IPHHH-
MAalOT B KoMnaHuio, noabexan K Jxopmx u Tpo-
HyJa ee Jjamnoi, neitaach ofpaTuTh Ha cebA BHMU-
MaHHue.

— Ilouwna BOH, ncHal — KPHMKHYJA YepHABbIM
M LIenHya nopaxeHHoro Tummu no cnnue. — Ilo-
wen BoH! Yero ysaszanca? Ilomen npous, TeGe roeo-
partl

TMMMH DellMJ, YTO C HUM HUTrPAlOT B KaKylO-TO
HoByi0o urpy. OH pajgocTHO 3anasan M cran GeraTe
BOKpyr YepHsasoro u J[KopaK; BpeMs OT BpeMe-
HM eMy YAaBaJOCh JHM3HYTh TO OAHOrO, TO ApY-
roro.

— IlIpous, mec, BOH orcioga, - 3aopan YepHsa-
BBHI, CHOBA CMJIBHO xJionaa THMMH no cnuHe.

Tyt x HuM nogowuen Buok. JIuuo ero He BbIpa-
a0 HUYero.

— Cobaxa npucraer K BaM? — cnpocu oH. — 51
ceifuac WIBLIPHY B Hee KAMHEM — Cpaay oToiiner.

— He B3gymafitel — TyT XKe BMewanach
Joxopmx. — Camu y6upaiirecs npous! S Hudyero He
HMel0 MpPOTHB TOro, YToOM mec men 3a Hamu. O
O4YeHb CUMIIATHYHBIMH]

— Hypouka, Biok xke rayxoif, — ckasan Yep-
HABHIl. — PasrosapusaTs ¢ HUM Gecrioyie3HO.

K yxacy wopmx, Biok momobpan ¢ seman
Goabuiod KaMeHb M cobpajyiCa IUBBIDHYTh HM B
Tummu. xopax Gpocunace Ha Hero, CKajaa emy
PYKY IOBBILIE JIOKTA K 3aCTABMJIA BLINNYCTUTH Ka-
MeHb.
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— Kaxk BmI cmeere 6pocaTs KaMHH B cobakyl —
APOCTHO 3aKpuUyasa AeBoYKa. — JSl... A 3aaABa0 B
nosuuuiol

— Hy-Hy-nHyl — ycABIIDANIM OHHM 4ei-TO I0JIOC.
Yro Takoe crpacaocs? Ilsep, B Yem geno?

Hety oBepHyaucL ¥ yBHAEAH PAAOM C coboit BbI-
COKOI0 MY>K4YHMHY C AOBOJBHO AJIMHHBIMHM BOJIOCAMH.
Y Hero 6bLIM NPOAOJTOBATHIE Y3KHe Ijasa, AJMH-
HBI# HOC M BRITAHYTHIA noaGopomok. — ¢ Kakoii-To
BeCh YAJMHEHHRIils — mnoaymana npo ce6a AHH,
IJIAAA HA ero AJHMHHbIE TOHKHE HOTM M JJIMHHbIE Y3-
KHe CTYIIHH.

— O! Mucrep Bapauur! A a Bac u He 3ame-
TUN, — BEeXKJIMBO oTo3sanca Yepuasniit. — CrniacuGo,
HHYero He cay4mwiock. IIpocTo BOT 91OT nec yBaA3aics
3a HamMm, a Bnok ckasan, 4TO 3aCTaBMT €ro OTCTaTh,
IUBLIPHYB B Hero kaMeHb. Hy, a JDxopmox y Hac Jobut
cofak, BOT OHA H PACCEPAWIACH.

— ITonaTHo. A 310 4TO 3a KeTH? — CIIPOCHJI MU-
crep Bapnunr, ornagsiBas KaXXA0ro CBOMMM YIJIH-
HEeHHBIMHM Y3KHMH IJIa3aMH.

— Onu npuexaay NoroCTHTh y HAC, MOTOMY YTO
y HEX JJOMAa ITPOM30LIeJ HeCYaCTHBIN ciayyaii, — I110-
AcHua Yepuasniit. — 51 umero B Buay aom J[kopa-
xka. B Kuppune.

— A, B Kuppune? — ckasan mucrep Bapauur u
CJIOBHO OBl HABOCTPHJI CBOH JJIMHHBIE YIUH. — 3TO
TO CaMOe MeCTO, I'leé YXMBEeT OYeHb M3BEeCTHLIN yue-
HbIlt — Apyr mucrepa Jlenyapa?

— HIa, — orBermna JlopaK. A 4TO, Bbl €ro
3HaeTte?

— 3 cabllzas 0 HEeM M 0 ero O4YeHb MHTEPEeCHbIX
oneitax, — opAcHUI mMucrep Bapaunr. — Kaker-
ca, muctep JleHyap Xopoio ¢ HUM 3HAKOM.

— He cammkoM xopowio, — 3aMeTHJa 03aja-
yenHana JDxopmk. — OHM NPOCTO NepenucLIBAIOTCA
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ApPYT ¢ ApyroM. Moit oTen mo3asoHnn mucrepy Jleny-
apy no tenedoHy, YTOOHI CIPOCHTBH, HE MOXKEM JIH
MBI IIOKKTH Y HEro, NoKa PeMOHTHPYIOT Halll JOM.

— A wmucrep Jlenyap, KoHeuHO, pajg Obla npu-
HATH y cefA BCIO BAlly KOMIIAHHWIO, — BOCKJIHMKHYJI
mucrep Bapaunr. — Jlo 4ero ke g0o0pelit 1 BeJMKO-
AywHBIA Manktit TBoM oren, IInep!

JeTn yanBJIeHHO CMOTpeJH Ha Mucrepa BapanH-
ra, AymMaa npo cefA: Kak CTPAHHO IOBOPHUThL TaKue
xBasie0Hble peYM CTOJb HENPHUATHBIM TOHOM. OHH
yyBCTBOBAIM ce6f HesoBKO. BELIO fICHO, YTO MucTep
Bapauur cuasHo HexposoGiauBaer Mmucrepa JleHya-
pa. Hy uTO )X, UM OH TOXKe He CJMIIKOM HPaBUJICA,
HO ¥ caM MHCTep BapjJHHr MOHpPaBHWJICA MM HHUYYTh
He Goubiuel

Tummu ysuaen apyryio cofaxy M pagocTHO KH-
HyJICA Bcaen 3a Heit. Biok yxxe mcues. OH men mno
KPYTO NMOAHMMABLIENCA BBEPX IVIaBHON yauue, pas-
MaxuBaA cBoeill KOp3MHKOi. Jlerm mompomaauces c
muctepom BapauHrom, He kemaa Goabllle ¢ HHUM
pasroBapuBaTh.

OHu samaranu Bcjen 3a TUMMH H, KaK TOJIBKO
OTOLJIM JROCTATOYHO AAJIeKO OT Mucrepa Bapaunra,
HAaYaJi OXKHMBJICHHO IIePeropapMBaThCA.

— DBatomku! MEI npocTo 4yaoM CHacjiuch OT
Baoka, — ckasan [[»)xkyaunaH. — Bor ckoTMHa — co-
6upanca 3anmycTMTh B THMMH TakKMM TrpOMaIHbLIM
Kamuem! HeyauBHUTENBbHO, YTO ThI TaK HA HEro Ha-
nycrunachk, Ixopax! Ho, nomxen tebe ckazaTh, Thl
4YyTh He BblAAJIA Hac BCeX.

— Hy u nyctsl — 3aasuna xopax. — 1 He
MOrJIa JONYCTHTb, 4TOO THMMMHM cJomanu Hory.
Ham npocTo He mMOBe3Jso, YTO MBI B IIePBOE e YTPO
BCTpeTHnCh ¢ BiokoMm.

— Mzse1, BepoATHO, HuMKorga 6osblue ero He
BCTPETHM BO BpeMsA nporyJok ¢ Tummu, — ycnoxa-
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uBaloe npoudHec YepHaAsniit. — A ecqM BCTpPeTHM,
TO CK&XKeM, UTO 3TOT IeC KAKAbIl pa3 yBA3bIBaeTCA
3a HAMH, KAK TONBKO YBMAMT HAaC, — 4YTO BIIOJIHE
COOTBETCTBYeT AelCTBHTEJIBHOCTH.

IIporynxka nocrasuna BceM yaoBoabcTBHe. OHu
3alLIM B OAHY CTPAHHYIO CTAPHMHHYIO KodeliHio u
BRIITKJIM 10 4YallleyKe BeJIMKOJEITHOro Kode co caus-
Kamu ¥ ¢ 6yaoukamu. TumMmMu nepenano ase GyJsou-
KH, KOTOpBIe OH aaHo mnporaorwia. J[Kopax mno-
LIUIA KYIINTH JUIA HEro Msaca, BHGpaB 1A 3TOro Jas-
Ky, B KOTOpy10O, no cjaosaM YepHABOro, MHCCHC
Jlenyap Hukoraa He 3axoaut. OHa He xoTena, 4TO-
6n1 Kako#i-HMOyaAb MACHHMK AOHec muccuc Jlenyap,
YTO AETH MNOKYMNAJH Y HEero MAco JUIA co6aKu.

Hazan OHM BepHYJHCH IIPEXHHMM IIyTeM: B30-
GpaBiuKCh MO KPYTOif Tpome, MPOHUKJMN B TOHHEJb,
NpPOLUJM NMOA3EMHBIM NEepPexoaoM A0 LIAXTHI, & TaM
HMX MOMKHAAJIA CBUCABIIAR CBEPXY BepeBOYHAs Jiec-
THuua. IlepsoiMu noguasucey xkyauan u Iuk, a
I>xopIK TeM BpeMEeHeM CHOBA 3alHXHBAJA HEAOY-
meBamowwero TUHMMH B KOP3MHY, KOTOPYIO IOTOM
Kpenko ofBA3asna BepeBKoil. Borommit nec 6611 noxa-
HAT HABEpPX: ABOE MAJBLYMKOB, MNLIXTH, BTALLNIH
KOP3HHY B KOMHaTy Mapubesn u oTBA3anu ee.

OcraBasoch fecATs» MMHYT A0 oBeeHHOro yaca.

— BpeMeHH Kak pa3 XBATHT, 4YTOObl 3aKPLITH
ABEpb B LIAXTY, NOJOXHUTh HA MECTO KOBEp M BbI-
MBITb PYKH, — ckasan Yepuasmniit. — I orsepy
crapuHy Tummu ofpaTHo B TalfHbBIN Npoxoa no3axu
moero naataHoro mkada, xopmxk. I'ne msaco, ko-
Topoe Thl Kynuaa? 51 ero saxsauy Tyaa, B TOHHEb.
OH cMOXKeT ero ecThb, KOraa 3axoyer.

— A THI IOJIKMJI TAM AJIA HEro TOJCTBI Tem-
AbIA KOBPHK M INMOCTABMJ MMCKY CO CBexeil BO-
moit? — os3aGoueHHO ocBegomuaach J[KopaXK,
4YyTh JM He B TPeTHH HJM 4YeTBepTHI pas.
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— ThI npekpacHO 3Haelllb, YTO BCE 3TO CAENAHO.
51 Tebe yxe CKOJBKO pa3 roBopwj, — orBeTHa Yep-
HABBIN. — 3Haere 4YTO, He HAAO CTABMTH HA MECTO
BCI0 MeBenb, NocTaBUM OGPATHO TOJBKO CTYJAbA. MBI
CKaXKeM, 4YTO XOTHM AepKaTh Mefeslb Yy CTeH IOTO-
MY, YTO HAM HDABUTCA HrpaTh Ha KoBpe. Ham
YIKACHO HAJO0ECT INEepeABHraTh BCe 3TH CYHAYKH H
ApyTHe Bell Ka)KAbli pas, xoraa Hamo Oyjaer MATH
nporyausath TumMa.

OHu 3aKOHYMJIM Bce Kak pa3 K obexy. IlomaBaTth
ero npuiuau Baok u Capa. Xora aeTH M HanMJIKCh
Kode ¢ 6ys0uKaMH, 3a CTOJI OHH BCE€ PABHO CEJIM Io-
aoaueiMu. Bnoxk u Capa pasauwau no rapejakam ro-

pAYHiA cym.
— Hapgeroch, BBl OTAEJANUCH OT 3TONO HENPHUAT-
HOIO Ica, — CKa3aJ CBOMM MOHOTOHHBLIM TIOJIOCOM

Baok. IIpu 3aroMm, OH JOBOJBHO HENIPHMA3HEHHO IO-
cmorpen Ha Jxopax. OueBnaHo, He 3abbuLn, Kak
OHA HA Hero HaKMHyJAach.

Yepusasult kusHya. Kakoit cmeica 6bL10 OTBe-
4aTh, eciH Biok Bce paBHO He paccabimut. Capa
cyeTHjach BOKDPYT CToJa, yOUpasa rayGoKHue TapejiKH
u cobupasacs NpuHecTH BTOpoe Guozo.

Kopmmun B pome IInk Konrpabanaucra oueHs
xopowro. Ena 6bu1a B 1300MJIMH, ¥ FOJOAHbIE I'OCTH,
Kak 1 YepHABBIH, CHEJIM AOYMCTA BCE, YTO HM IIO-
nanu. Y MoapuGesn He 6pL10 annerura. Ho oHa Gbi-
Ja B 3TOM OTHOLLUEHHH MCKJIOYeHHeM. J[3KOpaX nbl-
Tajnach NpM KaKI0oi BO3MOXKHOCTH TailKoOM oOTJ0-
KHUTDb JJAKOMbIE KYCOYKHM H KOCTH 1A TuMmu.

IIpouwno aBa WaM TpPU AHA, pebATA NPUBBIKIU K
cBoeit HOBOIi XKH3HHM M OBLLIM BeChbMAa €10 AOBOJILHEI.
TMMH Ka)XXA0e YTPO BLIBOAMJIM HA NMPOACLKUTENb-
HyI0 nporyaky. PeGsaTa CKOpPO NPHMBBEIKJM JIETKO
CITYCKAThCA II0 BEPEeBOYHOM JIECTHHLIE M BMeCTE C
TUMMH BBIXOAMTH K yTECy.
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e ouu cobupaauck aubo B KoMHate YepHsA-
poro, JuGo y Mapubesu1, urpanu B Kakue-HHOGyAb
urpel WK yutaan. Tam oHu Morau aep:kats TuMMu
npu cebe, ITIOTOMY 4YTO CHFHAIbHOE YCTPOICTBO BCer-
a TIPeAYTIPEXAAN0 MX, eCAH KTo-HMOyap npubiu-
WKaJICA.

ITo Beuepam camoit BoHyIOIIEH npoueaypoit Obl-
JO He3aMeTHO TMmpoBecTH THMMHM B KOMHATy
Jxopaxk. OGBIYHO 3TO NPOAEALIBAIOCH B TO BpeMd,
Korga MucTep M MuccuC JIeHyap CagWwiIHCh YXKH-
HaTb, a Baok u Capa uM npucay»xkusanu. Jletu nep-
BLIMH TIOJTYYA&JIH JIETKHHA YXKHH, & MECTED M1 MHCCHC
Jlenyap ofenasii — MM XKe YKHHAJIH — 4YacoM
nodxe. 910 GuUI0 camMoe yaoGHOoe BpeMs, YTOOBI KOHT-
paBannoit gocraBuTs TMMH B KOMHATY JDKODILK.

TuMMH 3TOT nIpouece TafiHOMN nepenpaBKy U3 Of-
HOrO MecTa B ApPYyroe, Io Bcel BHAMMOCTH, AOCTAB-
asan ynosoascreue. On mMoaua Gexxan paaom ¢ Yep-
HABLIM M J[>KODA)K, OCTAHABIHNBAJICA BO3JIe KAXKAOIO
yriaa, a MOTOM DPAAOCTHO NMPHUHHMAJICA MNPLIFATh IO
komHare JDKOD/K, KaK TOJLKO Momajaa Tyzaa. 3a-
T€M OH THXO JIEXKAJ NOoX KPOBATBHIO A0 TE€X IOp, IO0-
Ka cama J>KOp/K He JIOKHIACh B MOCTeNb, & ITOTOM
BLIGMPAJICA OTTYAA M DACTATMBAJICA y Hee Ha HOrax.

IIo nHouam JD>xopmx Bceraa 3anupana ABepb
xomHarel. OHa He xorena, 4robm Capa Mam Muccuc
Jlenyap HeOXXHAAHHO BOLLIK M yBuAean tamM Tum-
mu! Ho HHKTO He mpuxoams, M, TaK KaK HOYb 3a
HOYBIO MPOXOAMJIA CIIOKONHO, JXKOpMK cTasa MeHb-
e BoJHOBaThCA 3a TuMMH.

OrBoauTh €ro Ha3aj, B KoMHaTy YepHaBoro, GbI-
JI0 He CAMIUKOM IPHATHO, TAK KaK AeJaThb 3TO HAAO
O6bLIO OYEeHb PAHO, KO TOr0 KaK KTO-HHOyab B Jome
scran. Ho J[>xopax Bceraa yMesa NnpoChINAThCA B
Ha3’HAYEHHBIN €0 CAMOIO Yac; KaXKAoe yTPO B IOJIO-
BHHE CebMOro AeBYyLIKa NpokKpaasiBaiach ¢ Tum-
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MH Ha Apyryio nojoBuHy poma. OHa Bxoauna B
KOMHATy YepHABOrO, ¥ TOT BHICKAKHMBAJ M3 IIOCTe-
au, 4To6nl 3aHATECA Tummu. Ero Bcerna Gyaua 3so-
HOK, INOZABABIUHMN CHIrHaJ, Kak TOABKO J[3KOopmk
OTKDBIBAJIA ABEPh B KOHIE KOPHAOpA.

— Hapelocs, BBl XOpOIIIO NMPOBOAMTE BpeMA, —
rosopun Muctep JleHyap AeTAM KaxAablil pas, Koraa
BCTPEYAT MX B XOJUIE MJIH HA JIECTHHLIE.

¥ oHM Bcerpa BeXKJIMBO OTBEYAIH:

— O na, mucrep Jlenyap, cnacu6ol

— B KOHIE-TO KOHIOB, KAHUKYJBI ITPOTEKAIOT
BIIOJIHE MHDHO, — 3ametua lxyauan. — Perun-
TEeJIbHO HUYero He IIPOMCXOHT.

Ho Tyr-TO M Havanu npoucxoguth coGbITHA H,
pa3 HayaBLIKCh, BCE HUKAK He OCTAHABJMBAJINCH!



TJIABA TEBSITAA

KTto B GamHe?

Kak-1o pa3 Hounio JI’KyauaH mpocHyJCA OT TO-
ro, 4TO KTO-TO OTKDBUI ABEpsb ero KoMHaTtul. OH cpa-
3y e CeJ B IIOCTeJIH.

— K10 TamM? — crnpocni oH.

— 910 A, YepHABHINA, — YCJABILUAT OH B OTBET. —
Cnywiaii-ka, nolianeM co MHoOM, A xouy Tefe Koe-4uTO
NoKAa3aTh.

Hxxyaunan pa3byaun IIuka, u o6a, HAKHHYB
Xanarsl, MOCJEAOBAJH 38 MAJBYHKOM B KaKYyIO-
TO CTPAHHYIO MAJIEHBKYIO KOMHATYIUKY, PacIo-
JOXEHHYI0O B OZHOM H3 odaureneit anoma. 3xecs
XPaHHMJACh BCAKAA BCAYMHA: YEeMOAAHBI U SALM-
KM, CTapble HrPYyIIKH, CYHAYKH CO cTrapoi
oxex a0, cIOMaHHBIe Ba3hl, KOTOpPble HUKTO He
YXOCYXKHMJICA NOYMHHUTH, H MHOXECTBO TNPOYHUX
cronb e Oecrnione3HBIX Beuiel.

— Cmotpute, — cxasan YepHaBhIi, MOABOAA UX
K oKHy. OKasanoch, YTO U3 ITOU KOMHATYIUKH XO-
pouro BHAHA OalllHA, COCTABJIAIOLUAA 4acTh AOMA.
O10 6BLIa eAMHCTBEHHads KOMHATA, M3 KOTOpoM
MOXXHO ObL1O BHMAeTh 6allIHIO, U TO JHUIUb IIOTOMY,
4yTO OHA OBbLIA PACIIOJNIOMKEHA TOA KAKUM-TO HeoObIu-
HBIM YTJIOM.

Mansunku BcMOTpenuch, ¥ JI)KyanaH He ygaep-
JKaJICA OT TPOMKOro BOCKJAuuaHua. K3 GamuHu
KTO-TO noaaBsan curHansl! Tam BpemMsa OT BpeMeHH
3AKHUTAJICA K rac cBeT. BCIBIXHeT, IMOTOM Imorac-
HeT, a Iocjie HeKOTOPO#i nmay3sl ONATH BCIBIXHET
pas, aApyro#fi — M cHoBa nay3a. Ceer 3axurajica u
rac B CTpOro onpeaeJeHHOM PUTMe.
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— HurepecHo, KT0 310 Aenaer? — crpocua Yep-
HABBLIA LIETIOTOM.

— Moixer, TBOlt oren? — mnpeanoaoxma JKy-
JIMaH.

— He aymawo, — Bo3pas3un YepHABbI. —
MHe KaxeTcs, A cAblIIAJN, KAK OH XPalmuT y ce-
6a B komHaTte. Ho BooOlIe-TO MOXXHO MOMTH M
NpOBEPHUTh, HAEHCTBUTEJBHO JH OH y ceba B
crajibHe.

— Ox! Toabko 6w Hac, yero apob6poro, He
noiMaJu, — BOCKJIMKHYJA JlxKyamaH, KOTOpOMY
BOBce He yJablfanach MbICAB TafHO OCMaTpHMBATh
yrabnl B 3aKOYJKH J0OMa NPHIOTHBLIEro HX 4Ye-
JIOBEKa. , .

OHH HanpaBMJNCh B CTOPOHY CIIAJbHM MHCTepa
Jlenyapa. To, 4TO OH TaM, He BHI3BAJIO HUKAKHMX CO-
MHEHHUI1: N3-3a 3anepToil ABepH KOMHATHI JOHOCHJI-
cs paBHOMEpPHHKIN Xpail.

— B 6amHe, BO3MOXXHO, DBJiok, — ckaasaxa
Jduk. — ¥ Hero y»XacHO TAMHCTBEHHLIN BHJA.
OH coBceM He BHylLuUaeT MHe JOoBepusa. YBepeH,
aro — Buok.

— Hy 4710 X, NOLLUIM K ero KOMHaTe, IIPOBEPHM,
nycro Ju B Helt, — npomentan YepHasslii. — Ilo-
uul Eciu 310 BiIoK cMrHaaurt, TO OH Aesnaetr 3to
Ge3 BegomMa oTLA.

— A MoXKeT, TBOM oOTel| eMy BejaeJ, — CKasal
JxynuaH, ucnelTeiBaBlIKi K JleHyapy cToJb ke
MAaJIO JOBepHs, KaK U K Buoky.

Ilo uepHOit JecTHHLIE OHM MPOLLIX BO Quiuress,
rae HaXOAWJIMCH CnaabHHM npuciayru. Capa cnaaa B
OAHOIT KOMHaTe co caykaHkoit Xappuart. Biok cnian
B OTAENBHOM KOMHAaTe.

YepHABLIA OYEeHb THXO H MEAJEHHO IIPHOT-
Kpela aBeps Baoka. Korpa menn oxkasanace mo-
CTATOYHO ILUIHPOKOI, 4TOOB MOXXHO Ob1JIO mMpocy-
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HYTh B Hee roJIOBy, OH TakK u caenan. Komuara
6ul1a 3anauTa AYHHBIM cBetoM. Kposats Bioka
croana y okHa. U Ha Helt nexan Biok! Maasb-
YUK Y3HANA KOHTYpPH €ro Teja M OYepTaHHuA
TeMHOX Kpyriao#t roJioBsl.

OH npucaywianca, HO He CMOr PacCJABILIATH AbI-
xanue Bisoka. OH, Kax BHAHO, CNajJ COBEPLUEHHO
6Ge33By4HO.

BuiTAHYB H3 ABEepHOM LUEeJAH rOJIOBY, OH TH-
XOHBKO MOATOJKHYJ ABYX MAJbLYMKOB K 4YepHOH
JIeCTHHIIE.

— On okaszancsa y ce6a B KOMHaTe? — ILIENIOTOM
cnpocua JxyaunaH.

— Ha. Tak 4TO 3TO He OH NOAAET CHUIHAJIbI
u3 Hawe#t OGamHu, — ckasan YepHaABwI. —
HurepecHo, KTo ke Toraa? MHe 3TO He HpaBUT-
ca. flcwo, yTro Hu Mama, Hu Capa, Hu XappusTt
He MOTrYyT 3THMM 3aHMMAaThCA. MoxeT, B Hauem
AOMe CKPHIBAETCA KAaKON-TO 4yKoi yeJoBek,
KTO-TO, KOro Mbl He 3HaeMm?

— O9roro 6eiTh He MoKeT! — BOCKIMKHYA xy-
JiuaH, 4YyBCTBYS, K&K I10 CIIMHE ero npoberaer Xo0Jio-
nok. — Ilocaywiait, a 4TO, €CJIM HAM IOAHATLCA B

GalmtHI0O M nonpoGoBaTh pAa3riaAfeTh 4To-HUOyAL B
3aMOYHYI0 CKBKMHY WM elle Kak-Hubyan? Ml
MUIOM y3HaeM, KTO 310. Mosxer, Haio CKa3aTh TBO-
emy oruy? _

— Her. Iloka He Hazo. I xouy pasy3HaTsm
KaK MO)HO Gosblue, mpexae 4YeM 4To-aubO KO-
My-HHOyAb roBOpHTH, — 3aynpammica YepHa-
Buii. — JlaBalite nonpo6yeM NPOKPACTLCA B
6amnHo. Ho TyT Hago 6BITH O4eHb OCTOPOXKHBIM.
Tyaa MOXHO TNOAHATHCA TOJBKO IO BUHTOBOIA
JeCTHHIIe, & OHA MAOBOJBHO y3KaA. Ecam kKro-
Hubyaes BADYr Bhifizer M3 6GalUHH, COPATATHCA
TamM GyReT NMpaKTHYECKH HErpge.
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OHy wam yepes TeMHHN THXxHE aAOM, OcBe-
WaeMuilf JHIUP Y3KHMH IOJOCKAMH JYHHOrO
cBeTa, NMPOHHUKABIUErO B IUEJH MEXAY 3aHaBe-
CAMH.

— A yro TaMm, B 6amiHe? — IUEINIOTOM CIIPOCHJI
Ink.

— Huvyero ocobennoro. Crosn, ogAMH-ABA CTY-
Ja na KHIKHBN mkad, — orsetna YepHABBIA. —
Ma=! el0 noab3yeMCA B XXApPKHe JIeTHHe OHH, KOr-
A8 B ee OKHA BJIeTaeT CHJABHHIN MOpCKOM BeTep.
Kpome TOro, orTyaa xopoimo BHAHA OKDY’KAalo-
mafg MEeCTHOCTb.

OHM noZowAM K MaJIeHbKOM mmIowiajnke, OT
KOTOpO# moaHMMaslach BBePX y3KaA BHHTOBAafA
KaMeHHaA JeCTHHLA, Beaymaa B OaluHio.
Manpuuku B3raaHyaH BBepX. Yepes y3akoe Kak
Ieab OKHO B CTeHe JYHHBI CBeT majgan Ha Je-

CTHHLY.
— Jlyyule mogHMMATBLCA He BCEM, — CKAasaJ
Yepuasuiiti. — Ecau 4yesoBeK, HaxoAAUWIHNCA B

GawmiHe, BADYr BhHINigeT oTTyaa, HaM Tpoum Oy-
AeT O4YeHb TPYAHO OBICTPO CMyCTHTBCA BHH3. S
noiixy, a Bl ABOe ocTaBaliTeCh BHH3Yy H IKIHUTE.
IlocMoTpIO, MOXHO AM 4YTO-HHOYABL pasriaAaneThb
yepe3d ABEPHYI0 LIeJb HMJAM CKBO3b 3aMOYHYIO
CKBAXKHHY.

OH THXOHBKO cTaj B30MpATHLCA HaBepX M HcYe3
M3 BUAY IIPH IIEPBOM e MOBOPOTe JecTHULI. JIxKy-
auaH ¥ JIMK KKaau BHHU3Y, NPUTAUBIUNCH B TEHH.
OnHo u3 OKOH 6GbLIO 38€PHYTO TOJICTOI 1UTODOIA, M
OHM CIIPATAJIMCH 38 HEl0, 3aKYTaBLUKCh B €e CKJaA-
KH, 4TOOBI COrpeTheA.

Yepuasuili Kpagyuuce gofpajica 40 CaMoro sep-
xa. JIseps, Beayiwiaa B GaiuHio, Oblga M3 IIPOYHOrO
Ay0a, B KOTOPHIit ObLIO BOMTO MHOXKECTBO KPEnMJb-
HeIX rBo3zeit. lIseps Onlna 3axkpuita. IInITaTscs
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yT10-aA160 pasriaaaeTh yeped wenab 610 GecrnosieaHo,
NOTOMY YTO HMKAaKOM 1mead He 6bu10. OH HarHyJcd,
4yToOHl MOriaAfeTh 4Yeped 3aMOYHYIO CKBaXKuHy. Ho
oHa OblIa 4YeM-TO 3aTKHYTA, TAK 4YTO M 4Yepe3 Hee
pasraagets uro-aubo 6ul0 HeBo3MOXxHO. OH npu-
JKAJI K CKB&XKHMHE YXO0 M CTA] HANPIKEeHHO BCIYILUIM-
BAaTBCA. . .

OH ycanllunan pAa HerpoMKHX wiemykoB. Ienk-
LIENK-IeNnK-1weaK-mueak. A Huyero Goablue.

«9TO 1UENKAET CBETHJBHHK, KOTODBIM OHH
NoNb3yIOTCA, — MOAYMAJ npo ceba MajJbuYHK. —
IIpoxonxaior curnanurs Bosciol 3auem? Komy?
" KTO )Xe TOT 4esJIOBEK, YTO HAXOAMTCA B Ha-
meit GamiHe M MCIOJB3yeT €e B KayecTBe CHTI-
HanbHOro nocra? Kak 6ul MHe XOTeJOoChb BHIAIC-
HHUTBl»

IIlenxkanbe BHe3anHO mnpexparuaock. Crano
‘CABILIHO, KAaK KTO-TO IIAaraetT IO KaMEHHOMY
noay GamIHM, M MOYTH CpPa3y Ke ABeph pacrax-
HYJAaCh.

Y Yepuasoro He OblJI0O BPpEMEHH CIYCTHTBLCA
no JnecTHuue. EAMHCTBEHHOe, YTO OH MOr che-
JaTh, — 3TO BTHCHYTBCA B KaKYIO-TO HHMIIY M
YInoBaTh, 4YTO HEHM3BECTHHIM YeJOBEeK ero He
YBHAMT M He 3aZeHeT, NMpoxoad Mumo. B artor
MOMEHT JYHa CKpBljJach 3a Tyuelf, ¥ MaJb4YHUK
ob6panoBajca: OH OKasajca B rycroii reuu. Kro-
TO CNYCTHJCA IIO JECTHHIE, II0 MyTH 3aJeB DPy-
Ky MajbyHKa.

YepHABLIA TAK M MOACKOYMJ, MOTOBACH K TOMY,
4TO ero ceityac BHIBOJIOKYT M3 HMIuK. Ho yesnosek,
KaKk BMAHO, HM HA 4YTO He O0OpaTH/ BHMMAHMA W
NPOAOJIXKAJ THMXOHBKO CITYCKATBCA II0 BUHTOBOI Jie-
CTHHIIE.

YepHABLIA He PELUMJICA MONTH 3a HHUM IO NA-
TaM: OH GoAJICcA, YTO JyHa B JI00YI0 MHHYTY CHOB&
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BRIILTLIBET M3-3a TYYM M TOrga CTaHeT BHAHA ero
TeHb HA CTeHe, KOTOPYIO CHFHAJNBIIMK MOXKET 3ame-
THTb.

IToaToMy OH nMpomOJLKAN CTOATH B CBOEH HuIe,
HageAach, 4To JHKynauaH ¥ J[MK XOpOIIIO CNIPATAJHNCH
M 4TO OHM He NMPHUMYT CITYCKAIOLLErocH IO JIECTHHIE
YeJIOBeKA 3a Hero.

Ixynuan m Mk ycasimmaaun npubamxkaio-
mHecA THXMe LIATrH M BHaYaJe NOAyMaaH, 4TO
aro Yepuasuiit. Ho nmoTroM, He canllua ero 1ue-
nora, OHM 3aMepJjHM 3a ILITOPO, AOoragaBILUMCh,
4YTO HAET He KTO HHON, KaK 4YeJOBeK, IoAaBaB-
IUKUH# CHUTrHAJBI.

— HamMm Hago noiiTu 3a HUM CI€aOM, — LIENHYJ
xynuan Iuky. — ITourtul Toasko Tuxol

Ho [IxyauaH 3anyTajca B IUMPOKHMX H
JUIHHHBIX LITOPAX M BCé HMKAK He MOT M3 HMX
BuibpaTeca. Mexxay Tem MK AOBOJBHO JIerkKo
BBICKOJb3HYJ M3 CBOEro YKDHITHA H THXOHBKO
MOCJEeAOBAJ 3a CKDHLIBAIOLIMMCA BAANM 4YeJOBe-
koM. JIyHa cHOBa ApKO cBeTusa B HeGe, H, mpo-
XOAA MHMMO IOJIOCOK JYHHOro -csera, MK Mor
CMYTHO PAa3JMYUTh KOHTYDHl (QHUrypHl CHTHAJDb-
muKa. Jepxacs B TeHH, OH GecluyMHO, HO GbI-
CTPO cnexoBan 3a HUM. Kyna, MHTepecHO, OH
nager?

Bcaen 3a HuM J[MK npoluen 4Yepes3 mJolnan-
Ky B KODHIOD, NMOTOM ellle 4Yepe3 OAHY IJIOLIak-
Ky, & OTTyAaa BBepx mo 4YepHoit sectHuue. Ho
BeAb 3TA JIECTHHLA Beja B MOMeLIEeHHne, rae cla-
na npucayra. Beap He MOr ke 3TOT 4YeJIOBEK HA-
™ Tyaal

K cBoeMy Benuuaitiiemy yausienuio, JIluk yBu-
Jiel, KAk 4eyoBeK GeCIIyMHO CKPBLUICA B KOMHAaTe
Baoka. On moakpanca K JaBepH, KOTOpas OCTANIach
cJerka npuoTKpeIToii. KoMHaTa ocselnaiach TOJMBKO
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csetoM JyHbl. He camnimuHo 6bLIO, 4YTOGBI KTO-HH-
6yas BHyTpHM pasroBapuBaj. Hu 3Byka, Kpome
CKDHMINA NPYXHH, KOTODPHIA MOr JOHECTHCh OT KpO-
BaTH.

IIpencnonHeHHB# ocTporo JioGoneITCTBa, MK
3arafAHya BHYTDPb. HMHTEpecHO, pa3byAuT JH 3TOT
yesoseK Bioka? Moiker, OH YBUAKUT, KAK HEe3HAKO-
men Oyzer BuLie3aTs B OKHO?

OH OKMHYJA B3raagoM KoMHaTy. Hukoro, kpome
Bioka, sexaiero Ha Kposatu, Tam He Guljio. JIyn-
HBIA CBeT ocBeTHJ Bce yrael, U J[MK yBHzesa, 4YTO
KOMHAaTa coBepuieHHO mycra. Toasko Biok sexan
Ha nocrenu, U JIUMK ycamliuaj, KaK OH B3JOXHYJ H
NOoBepHyJCA Ha Apyroit Gok.

«Hy u penal Huyero Gosiee CTPaAHHOIO B XXH3HH
He BuAeia! — IIPOHECJOCh B Ir'OJIOBe COBepILIeHHO cOu-
TOro ¢ ToaKy JIuka. — YesoBeK BXOAMT B KOMHATY
n Ge3 exumHoro 3syka ucyedaer! Kyna on mor ge-
BaThCA?»

JIuk nowmena obpaTHo, HaBcrpeuy J[)KyanaHy
u Yepuasomy. Ilocaegnuit ycren K 3aTomMy Bpe-
MEHH THXOHBKO CIIYCTHTBLCA 10 BHHTOBOIl JecT-
Huue H Hamen J[>)KyauaHa, KOTOPHIA cooGuimja
emy, 4To JIMK momesa cjaexoM 3a TAHHCTBEHHLIM
CHTHANbLIHNKOM.

OHM mnowaM pasbICKUBATh JMKA M HeEOXM-
AAHHO CTOJKHYJHMCh C HHM HOC K HOCY: MaJb-
YUK THMXOHBKO NPOABHMTraJiCA Blepei B TEMHOTE.
Bce oT HeOXKHMAAHHOCTH Hcnyraauch, u JKyau-
aH ¢ 6onpliMM TPYAOM YyaepkaJjca, 4ToObl He
BCKPHKHYTb.

— Ax e Boxke Moiil, Hy M Hamyraia e Tbl Me-
HA, Juxk! — npowenran on. — Hy, ysugen Tol, KTO
3TO M KyJa OH nomuena?

JuK pacckasan MM O CBOMX CTPaHHBIX Habuioge-
HHAX.
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— OH npocro Bomes B KOMHaty BJjaoka u
ucyes, — CKa3ajJ MajibdyHK. — MoxkeT, eCcTh Ka-
Koii-To TaliHmI#i nepexox, BeayLIMi M3 KOMHAa-
Tl Baoka? .

— HeT TaM HHKAaKOro mepexoga, — OTBETHJ
Yepuaswiii. — OTOT QaMrens 3HAYUTEJBHO HO-
Bee OCTAJNbHON 4YacTH A0OMA, M TYT COBCEM HeT
HHUKaKHuX TalH. I npocTo He npeacTaBafAlO, YTO
MOIJIO NMPHUKJIIOYHTHLCA € 3THM uejosekoM. Kak
crpaHHo! K10 OH Takoilf, 3aueM OH NMPHUXOAUT H
KyZa yXxoxut?

— Ha, 3170 HaM 06A3aTEeNBHO HAa0 BLIACHUTDH, —
samerun JDxynuan. — Tyt kakas-to taitHal Yep-
HABLINM, a KAKUM 06pa3oM THI Y3HAJ, 4YTO M3 GallIHKN
NOAAIOT CUTHANBI?

— Ilonumaere, s 06 2TOM y3HAJN HEKOTOpOe Bpe-
MA TOMY Ha3ajl, COBePIUIeHHO CIy4aifHO, — OTBEeTHA
Yepuasniit. — MHe He cnanoch, M A MOLUEJ B Ty
CTPAHHYIO KOMHATEHKY, IIOXOXKYI0 Ha 4YyJaH, M
cTa] pas’bICKUBATH B IUKady OAHY CTADMHHYIO KHH-
ry, KOTOpy1o, MHe NMOMHMWJIOCh, A TaM Buaen. Cosep-
LIeHHO Cay4aliHO A B3rjaAHyJa Ha GalHIO M yBUAEN
TaM MHraiomuui ceer.

— CrpanHo... — 3amerun J{ux.

— [HHa, Tak BOT: mocJjie 3TOr0O s MHOro pas
XOAMJM TyAa MO Ho4YaMm, 4YTo6ml NpoBepUTH, He
YBHIKY JIM ONATh curHaianl. 1 HaxkoHew ysujges.
B nepswiit pa3, Korga A HX yBHJAEJ, JyHa CBe-
THJIA BOBCIO, TO ke camoe OBIJIO M BO BTOpOI
pa3. Tak 4YTO A pelIMJ: K&K TOJABKO ONAThL Oy-
JeT NyHHas HO4Yb, MOMAY B 3Ty CTApPYI0O KOMHa-
TYWIKY M NOCMOTPIO, OYAYT JM CHUTHAJHUTbL MJIM
HeT. OKa3anoch, YTO KTO-TO CHTHAJMJ, M elue
Kakl!

— A KyZa BBIXOAMT 3TO OKHO, M3 KOTOPOrO BUA-
HbI CBETOBble CHTHaIBI? — crnpocua JKyauaH, ABHO
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HajA 4eM-TO pasayMeiBad. — CMOTDHT JM OHO Ha
MOpe WJIM Ha cyuuy?

— Ha Mope, — He pa3gyMeiBasa orBetTHa YepHsA-
Beift. — TaM, B MOpe, HAXOAUTCA YTO-TO MJIH KTO-
TO, KTO NPUHUMAaET 3TH curHaianl. Oaun Bor snaer,
KTO 3T0.

— HasepHoe, kakue-HuOyab KOHTPAGaHANCTBI, —
nipeanonoxun Iuk. — Ho s yBepeH, 3r0 HUKaK He
MOKeT OhITh CBA3AHO C TBOMM OTLIOM, YepHABBHIii.
3uaewus uro? JaBait mogHuMemca Ha GamHio, a?
Bapyr nHalineM TaM uTOo-HMOYAL WJIM YBUAUM.

OHM BHOBL HAINDABHUJHMCH K BHHTOBOH JiecT-
HHULEe M NOoAHAAMCH Ha GamHiIO. BHyTDH, B KOM-
Hare, GLII0 TEeMHO, TAK KaK JIYHA ONATb CKPHI-
aace 3a Tydy. Ho uepe3a HeKOoTOpoe BpeMA OHa
BHOBb MOABMJACH, U pefATa CTANH CMOTDETH B
OKHO, ofpalleHHOe K MOpIO.

B Ty HOub He OLIIO HMUKAKOrO TyMaHa, U UM
GLIJIM OTYETJMBO BMAHHI IJIOCKue 6osoTa, TAHY-
IMeca A0 caMoro Mopsa. Majapyuku moayanau. A
JYHa TeM BpeMeHeM wucyeaja, u 60j0Ta CKpPBbI-
JUCh BO ThMe.

Bapyr )xyauan Buenwica B PYKH CTOABLUHMX
pagoM peBAT, TaK YTO Te B3APOTHYJHM OT HEOXKHUAAH-
HOCTH.

— 51 xoe-uto BuKyl — npowenTan oH. — CMoT-
puTe BOH Tyaa. YTo ato takoe?

OcranbHbIe YCTPEMHMJIH B30D B TOM HAamnpas-
JIeHUH, Kyxa OH mnokasuiBan. UM nokasanaocs,
4YTO OHH BHAAT KAKYIO-TO lLIPEPBIBHCTYIO LIENOY-
Ky orHei#f. OHH OLIIM TAK AAJIeKO, YTO TPYAHO
6BII0 pa3raAfeTb, CTOAT JHM OHH HEIOABHMIKHO
A nepememialorca. M TyT onATes BHIJABLIA
JyHa, 3aJIMBIIAA BCe BOKPYr cepeGpHMCTBIM cBe-
ToMm. KpoMe ayHHOro csera, MaJb4HKaM BOOG-
mie Hudero He OBLIO Tereph BHAHO.
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Ho xorama JyHa CHOBAa HMcC4Ye3dJa, ONATH HAa IOpH-
30HTE MNOABWIACH LENOYKA KPOXOTHBIX SPKHX
ONOHBLKOB.

— OHH ABHO NpUOIM3MINCh HEMHOXKO! — Ipo-
mentan YepHasslit. — ITO — KOHTPaGAHAMCTHI,
ABHXKYILUMECA Nno TaitHoil Tpone or Mopa kK Ortopr-
HYTOMY XOJIMY.



TJIABA TECATASA
THMMH NOAHHMaeT IyM

\

Ha canexyiommit aeHb, KOraa MaJb4HKH paccKa-
31 O CBOEM HOYHOM IDHKJIIOYEHHH, JAEBOYKH
CTPAIIIHO 3aHHTEPECOBAJINCS.

— Bor Te1 Mol — BOCKIMKHYJNAa AHH, LIMPOKO
pacKpniBas riaasa or yausiaeHus. — K1o 6u1 3To Mmor
noxasatrs Takue curHansl? M Kyza on noaeBasica?
Y nogyMats TonsKO: nowes cebe B komHaty Bioka,
a TaM B 1nocreJd — caM Biok.

— Bce 3T0 OYeHBb ¥ OYEHBb CTPAHHO, — 3aMeTHJa
Jhxopmk. — JKaab, 4TO BH TOrAa ke He NMPHUILJIN K
He paccKasaiu 060 BceM MHe ¥ AHH.

— Bpemenn He 6u1J10, & KpOMe TOro, Mbl He MOT-
au cebe MO3BOJHTH, YTOOBI HOYBIO BO3Je Hac GbLa
Tummu. O Mor HaGpPOCHTBCA HA 4YeJIOBeKa, KOTO-
phlit curHanmn, — ckKasan J[uK.

— OJTOT YeNOBeK HABEPHAKA IIOAABAJ CUTHAJBI
KOHTpabaHAMCTAM, — 3agyM4YuBO npousHec I[xy-
JuaH. — JlaBalite-ka mnompoGyeM pasoOpaThbcs.
Onn, BepoaTHO, NpubbLIKH Ha Kopabie u3 OpaHuum,
npubau3uauck K 6ojoraM, HACKOJBKO 3TO .ObLIO
BO3MOXKHO, IIOTOM CTQJH KJATh CHrHaja, roBOps-
LIero, 4To Ha nobepexxbe HHKOro Her, — IO BCei
BEPOATHOCTH, 3TOT CHTHAJ AOJIKeH ObL1 GhITh MojgaH
¢ GalIHM — M, HAKOHell, ABMHYJINUCDH MEILUKOM Yepe3
6GOJIOTO IO M3BECTHOI MM Tpome. ¥ Ka)KAOoro uejose-
Ka, KaK BHUAHO, Ob1a nipu cebGe doHapuk, 4TOOBI OC-
BelaTh AOPOTY M He OCTYINMTLCA CJaydaiHo B GoJo-
T0. Bea coMHeHHA, KTO-TO MX 3KJaJ, 4ToOn 3abpaTh
JOCTaBJIEHHBIE HMM TOBADLI; OH JKAA1 UX Y KPOMKH
6GosioTa, MO XOJIMOM.
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— JHa, HO XTO 310 6BL1? — crnipocun duxk. — 310
He Mor 6eITh MucTep Bapauur, KOTophlii, 1o cjoBam
Yepuasoro, H 6ea Toro maBecTeH Kaxk KOHTpabaH-
auct. K ToMy ke CHrHANAB ITOAABAIMCL He U3 €ro
ZoMa, a U3 Hauero. Bce 310 BecbMa 3arafiouHo!

— Hy uTo0 X, nocrapaeMcsa BCeMH CHJIAMH pa3-
razaTth Ity Taliny, — saasmwiaa JDHxopmx. — B atom
nome, Ge3 BegomMa TBOEro orua, JepHABHIA, passir-
PLIBAETCA KAKAaA-TO CTPAHHAA urpa. BysneM BHuMa-
TeALHO CJAEAMTH, ABOCh M YAACTCA YCTAHOBHUTH, B
YyeM TYT AeJO.

3a 3aBTpaKOM, KOrga OHH OOCY:KAAMH HOYHOe
npukaouyeHue, peéara 6eL1u oqHU. Bapyr B KOMHa-
Ty Bomien BJOK — IOCMOTDeTb, KOHYMJIH JIM OHH
3aBTpaKaTh. AHH ero He 3aMeTHJA.

— A xaxwue ToBapsl BBO3UT Talikom mucrep Bap-
auHr? — cnpocuna oHa YepHABOro M TYT ke Nojay-
Yuwia CHAbLHeAIINM NMUHOK B JOABLLKKY. Ot Goau u
YAUBJIEHHA OHA LIMPOKO pacKpnuia raasa. — Iloue-
My Thl... — Havana OblJIO OHA, H CHOBA MOJy4YHJa
NUHOK, eiue Gosee cunbHbIf. TyT-TO OHA M yBHAeaa
Bnoka.— Ho Beas OH e ruryoil, — 3anporecToBa-
na AHH. — OH He CABILINT, YTO MBI FOBOPHM.

Bnox nauan yb6upats co crona. JIuumo ero mo
OOLIKHOBEHMIO HHYEro He BRIpaXkayo. YepHABHIN C
rOPLKHM ynpeKoM cMmorpes Ha AHH. OHa paccTpou-
Jachk, paccepauiach, HO GosibllIe He IIPDOM3HECNA HU
CJI0BA, TOJILKO HA4Yaja ¢ CHIOi pacTHpaTh yiubieH-
HyI0 JOABLKKY. Kak Tonbko BiOK BbILLIENT M3 KOM-
HATBI, OHA HamycTHiaach Ha YepHABOrO.

— AX ThI, HErOAHHK 3TaKkuitl! 3Haelwb, KaK Thbl
mHe GonbHO caesnanl IloueMy 310 A He MOry HH4Yero
TosopuTh npu Buoke? On ke rayxoitll — BOCKJIMK-
HyJaa AHH, JULO KQTOPOM NMBUIAIO OT I'HeBa.

— §1 3Ha10, YTO OH CYMTAETCA INIyXHM, — OTBe-
T™mn YepHasniit. — JlymMaio gaxke, YTO TAK OHO M
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ectb. Ho A 3aMeTHN1 KaKoe-TO CTPAHHOEe BHIPaYKEeHHe
y Hero Ha JHue, KOraa Thl MeHA CIIpocuia, KakKoi
KOHTpabaHAO0M 3aHuUMaeTCA MucTep Bapaunr. Y me-
HA OBLIO NOJIHOe BIEYAaTJeHHe, YTO OH YCJBILIAT,
YTO ThI CKA3aJ1a, H 4YTO 3TO €ro YAMBHJIO.

— Teb6e ato npucHuaocsl — cepauTo Bo3pa-
auga AHH, NpPOAOJKAA NOTHPATH JOABDKKY. —
Bo BcakoMm cayuae, noxaayiicra, Goiablue He
nuHalt MeHa ¢ rako#t cmaoit. JocrarouHo Gwliao
CJIerK& TPOHYTh MOIO HOry HOCKOM Tyduau. S He
cTraHy pasrosapuBaTh B npucytcTsuuM DBioka,
pa3 THl He XO4Yelllb, HO, YTO OH IIyX KaK IeHb,
3TO COBEepIUeHHO fACHO!

— Hy KOHe4HO e, OH rayxoif, — BMeLIAICA
Juk. — Buepa s cayyailiHO YPOHHJ CO CTOJA TapeJ-
KY; 3TO NMPOM3OLLIO NPAMO Y Hero 3a CIHHOi, M,
KaK Bhl [IOMHHTe, OHA paajerejach Ha MeJKHe Ky-
COYKH. A OH Aake He B3APOTrHyJ, ¥ GPOBLIO He IO-
sBeal A Beap ecaH OBl OH CJABILIAT 3TOT IPOXOT, OH
pearuposas Obl HHaYe.

— H Bce-taku, rayx Biok wam Her, s eMy HH-
Korzaa He Bepio, — 3aasua Yepusasniit. — MHe Bcer-
8 KaXXeTCA: He TO OH yMeeT YHTATh Mo rybaM roso-
pALIEro, He TO elle YTo-T0. Beas ¢ riryxumu 3ro Gbl-
BaeT YaCTeHbKO.

Pebara noausanuce, urobm nosectH TuMMH Ha
€XXeHEeBHYI0 YTPeHHIO nporyaky. Temeps Tummn
y3Ke CBBIKCA C TEM, YTO €ro KaKIABKMN pa3 3anuXuBa-
10T B 6eJIbeBYI0 KOP3MHY, & MIOTOM CITYCKAIOT B LlIax-
Ty. J{eno mouiso A0 TOro, 4T0, KAK TOJHLKO ITOAHH-
MaJM KDHIIKY KOD3HHEI, IIeC CaM B Hee IPbIral U
JIOXKHJICA H& JHO.

B 10 yTpO OHM onaTh BCcTpeTHJM BJOKa, KOTO-
pPbI¥t ¢ ABHBIM MHTEPECOM YCTABMJICA Ha cofaKy.

— Bon naer Baok, — txo npousnec xy/maH, —
Ha aror pas He rouute or cefa TumMu. Mu caenaem
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BHJ, 4YTO 3T0 — OpogAuMii nec, KOTOPLIA NPUBA3LI-
BAETCA K HAM KaXKI0e yTpO.

Ouu nossouunud Tummu GeraTs BOKDYr HHUX, a
Koraa Byok nopaBHAJNCA ¢ HUMHM, KHBHYJIH eMy H
cobpanuce 6bL10 npoao/uKars cBoit nyts. Ho Buok
HMX OCTAHOBHJI.

— OTOT mnec, NMO-BHAMMOMY, Ball Apyr, —
CKAa3aJ OH CBOMM CTPAHHAIM MOHOTOHHBIM rOJO-
COM. '

— O na! OH Teneps KaXKaoe yTPO ryjaseT ¢ Ha-
MH, — Bexkauso orsetua Jxyauan. — Ilpaso ke,
oH cuuTtaer ce6a Hawel cobakoit. CraBHas ncuHa,
He npaBaa Ju?

Baox ycrasmnca Ha TuMMH, H TOT Ha4Yan DbI-
4aThb.

— CMmorpuTe, He NIPUBOAHUTE 3ITOIO IICa B AOM, —
ckasan Baok. — Ecau npusenere, muctep Jlenyap
BEJIMT ero yO¥Thb.

Jxynauax sametws, Kak Juuo JDHKop/k HaYnuHa-
eT HaJIMBaTLCA Kpackoi or rHesa. OH mocneliHo
ITPOrOBOPWLI:

— Hy 3ayeM HaM NpHBOAHTH €ro B A0M, Biok?
He rosopuTe raynoctal

Onnako BiOK, Kak BHAHO, He YCJABILIAJ 3THX
caos. On 6pocusn Ha TuMMH 37106HBINH B3rAAK U IO-
1Ies CBOMM ITyTeM, BPeMA OT BPEMEHM Or/IAAbIBAACH
Ha pefAar.

— Kaxkoi aKyTKuit Tunl — Heroayiole BOCKJHK-
"yaa JDxopmx. — Jla Kax OH cMeeT roBOPHTH TaKHe
seru?

BepHyBuiucs B TO yTpOo B KOMHaTy Mbapubei,
OHM BBITAHYJH THMMH M3 WIAXTHI ¥ BBINYCTHJIH H3
KOP3MHB HA BOJIO.

— M= otBeneM ero, kaKk OOBIYHO, B NMOTANHOMU
TOHHEJb, — cKa3ana J[PKOpDIK, — H i OCTaBJIO eMy
HEMHOKKO cobaubnx 6ucksuToB. d cerogua xynuiaa
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MX JUIA Hero — KakK pa3 TaKkue, KaKue OH JIOOHUT, —
Gosbiume, xpycraiguel

Ona Hanpasuwiach K ABEPH, HO B TOT CAMbIil MO-
MEHT, Koraa oHa cofpajiach ee OTKPBITb M OTBECTH
TuMMH B COCEAHIOI KOMHATY, B CIAIbHIO YepHABO-
ro, THMMH THXOHBKO 3aphLIYall.

JOKOpUK TYT Ke BRIMYCTHJIA ABEPHYIO DYYKY H
NOBEPHYJIach, YTOOH B3raaHyTh Ha Tummu. OH cTO-
AN, BeCh HANPATIUKCH, LIEPCTh Y HEr0 Ha 3arpuBKe
B3ABIOMIACH, & rJa3a HEMOABMIKHO YCTABMJIMCh Ha
aseps. JDKODIK NpenocTeperaloli¥M JKeCTOM IMOA-
HecJ1a naJjen K rybaM M npoiuenrajaa:

— Kr10-TO TaM ecTh cHapy»xH. TUMMH 4YyBCTBY-
er. On HioxoM 3Haer. JlaBaiiTe-ka Bce HaYHHUTE
rpOMKO Pa3roBapMBaTh M CAejaiiTe BHA, YTO Mrpae-
Te B KaKkyio-To urpy. d sacyny TumMMu B nuaraHoii
wkad, rae Mbl Jep;KHM BEPEBOYHYIO JIECTHHLLY.

OcranbHble pefATa cpa3y 2e CTalIu IPOMKO Iepe-
rosapuBaTthc, a JKopmK TeM BpemMeHeM ORICTDPO
noarammna TuMmu K miaraHoMy wkady, IOXJIO-
naja ero no CIHHe, AaBas eMy IOHAThb, YTO HAAO0
BecTH cela THXO, H 3anepia B mkady.

— Ceifuac Moa oyepeab CAaBaTh, — I'POMKO CKa-
3an JHKyauaH M BHITALIMJ U3 BEePXHEro AILLMKA KO-
MoAa KOJIOAY Kapr. — B npouwiniit pa3 BbIMrpas
Tol, J{uK. Jlep:Ky nmapu — Ha 3TOT pa3 BBIMIpaIo fA.

On GeicTpo pasgan Kaprel. OcTanbHele, Bee elue
rpOMKO IeperoBapMBasCh M IPOMU3HOCA BCJAYX IIep-
BOE€, YTO NMPUXOAWJIO B IOJIOBY, Ha4yajlu HrpaT B
«CHAIl», MONYJAPHYI0 AETCKYIO KapTOYHYIO Mrpy,
COMPOBOXKAABIUYIOCA FDOMKHMM XJIOMaHbEM Kaprt 00
cron. IIpy 3TOM OHM TO H JeJO BCKPMKHBAIH
«CHAII®», TO €CTh ¢XJION», JeJiad BHJ, YTO HM yKac-
HO Becesio. ToMy, KTO CTOAJN 3a ABEpPHIO M CJIYyLUAJ,
HUKOraa 6l ¥ B IOJIOBY He IMPHIILIO, YTO BCe 3TO Obl-
JIO CILUIOLIHOE MPHUTBOPCTBO.
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Jxopax, He CBOAMBILIAA IJa3 C ABEpPH, 3aMeTH-
J1a, YTO Py4YKa IOCTENeHHO, OYeHb MeJUIeHHO, IOBO-
pauuBaerca. KTo-TO XOoTen OTKDHITH ABEPh THXO,
4yTO6H ero He YCJBIIIAJH, H BOMTH B KOMHATY HeO-
sxunnanno. Ho aseps-To 6uLna 3anepral

OueHb CKOPO 4eJOBEK MO Ty CTODOHY ABepH —
KTO OB 310 HH OBl — IIOHAJI, YTO ABEpPhL 3arepra, U
pyYKa Hayaja IOBOPAYHBATHECA B OOPATHYIO CTOPO-
HY, & 3aTeM 3aCThUIA B HENOABMXKHOCTH. HuUKakmux
3BYKOB CJIBILIHO He ObLIO, TAK YTO HEBO3MOXKHO ObI-
JI0O CKAa3aTh, €CThb JH KTO-HHOyabp 3a ABEpPHIO HJH
HeT.

Bor Tummu 61 3uan! Crenas 3HaK OCTANBHBIM —
MOJI, TIpoaoULKaiiTe opaTh M cMeAThCA, — JIXKOpIK
seimyctuaa Tummu u3 mkada. On noabexxkan K ase-
P¥ M OCTAHOBUJCA, NIPUHIOXUBAACh. IIoOTOM OH mo-
BepHyJCA K mnoraagen Ha JKopax, BMJIAA XBO-
CTOM.

— Bce B nopanxke, — ckasana Jlxopmx. — Te-
nepr TaM HHUKOro Her. THMMH Bceraa TOYHO 3HaeT.
Yepuaswuiit, HaM Haao0 GBI NMOCKOpee NEePeBeCTH ero B
TBOIO KOMHATY, NOKAa IMyTh OTKPHIT. KTO OBI 3TO, ITO-
TBOoeMy, Mor OBIThb, IUITMOHHUBIINI 3a HAMH OTTYAA4,
u3-3a asepu?

— HOywmaio, Bnaok, — ckasan mansuyuk. OH oTnep
ABepb M BBIFJIAHYJA Hapy»Ky. B Kopnaope HMKOro He
66L10. YepHABHIA Ha LBINOYKAX AOLUEN AO ABEPH B
KOHIIe KOpHMAOpA M 3arjfAHyJ TaKe 3a Hee, IocJe
yero momaxan pykoit I[>KOp[k B 3HaK TOro, 4TO
MOYKHO CIIOKOHHO mnepeBoaAnTs THMMM K HeMy B
KOMHaATYy.

B cxopom Bpemenn Tummmu okasasica B Gesonac-
HOCTH, B MOTAI{HOM KOpHAOpE, Iie 3aHAJICA CBOMMH
mobuMbpIMH XpycTawumMy Gucksutamu. OH yxKe co-
BCEM MPHBLIK K CBOEH HBIHELIHEeH CTPAHHOM KH3HU
M, MOX0Ke, HU4Yero He umes npotus Hee. OH xopo-
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10 M3Yy4YHMJA KOPHMAOD, a Takke obcienoBasn Apyruve
nepexoAsl, KOTOphie BeJH M3 Hero. B jnabupunte
TafiHBIX TPON OH 4YyBCTBOBaJ cefa KaxK aoma.

— Iloxanyit, namM aydiue Bcero moiitu mooGe-
nars ceftuac, — ckasan Iuxk. — M nocaymait-xa,
AunH, He B3aymalt OpDAKHYTP Kakylo-HUOyab riy-
MOoCTh NPH ITOM KOILUMApHOM THNe, Bioke, — OH
BeJAb MOJKeT I10 TBOMM ry6aM NMpo4yecThb, YTO Thl CKa-
3ana.

— KoneuHo, 2 He cTaHy HUYero roBoputsl — He-
roayoue BOCKJIMKHyaa AHH. — §1 6 M paHblue
3TOrO He chesana, HO MHe M B I'OJIOBY He NPHXOAH-
JI0, YTO OH MOJKeT 10 ry6aM ZOraabIBaTLCA O CMBICJIE
CKa3aHHBIX cJa0B. Ecau 310 aelicTBHUTENBHO TaK, TO
oH GosbuIOi NOBKAY.

B cxopoM BpeMEHM BCE OHHM YCENHChb 3a CTONX B
OKUAAHMH JaH4ya. BjaoK 6uLI y)Ke B KOMHATe, IroTo-
BBIf ux obcayxuTh. Capa B TOT A€Hb KyAa-TO yLLIA
M Tax A0 Beyepa M He noaBuwaack. BiOK npHHec UM

' Ccyn M BBILUEJ.

Bapyr yauBjeHHbIe M HCITyraHHBEIE AETH YCJbI-
wanu rpomkuit nat Tummu. Bee oHu Tak 1 nmoacko-
YWIH OT HEeOHHAAHHOCTH.

— Hocaywaiirel 910 — Tummu, — cKasan
Joxynuan. — OH, RO/MKHO OLITH, HAXOAMUTCA TAE-TO
noGAK30CTH OTCIOAA, B TOM noraiiHoM ToHHene. Kak
JKYTKO CJBILLIATH OTCIOAA ero Ja¥f — 3BYK KakKoM-TO
RajeKuit ¥ npurayiueHHblt. M Bce-TakH BCAKOMY
cpasy e SICHO, 4TO 3TO JaeTr cofaxa.

— He roBopuTe 06 aToM npu Baoke Hu ciaoBa, —
ckasan Yepuapmit, — HM cioBeuka. Ecau Tummu
CHOBA 3ajaeT, caeaaliTe BUA, YTO Bbl HHYEro He
casiunute. U ¢ yero 3To oH Havan aaaTs?

— OH naer Tak, Koraa oH 4yeM-HHGyab NPHATHO
B3BOJIHOBaH, — cKasana JDxopmx. — S aymaio, oH
rouserca 3a Kpeicoit. Korga oH BHAMT KDBICY HJIHN
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KPOJIMKA, OH BCAKHMI pa3 mpAMoO ¢ yMa cxOAUT. Bor
onars 3anasia. O Tocnoau, A Hajgewch, OH GBICTPO
MoifMaeT KPbIGY M YTOMOHHUTCA.

B sror MoMeHT BepHyJacA Buaok. Tummu TONBKO
4TO mnepecTan Jaatb. Ho npouuia MUHyTa-Apyras, u
ero rojioC, CHJIBHO NPHIJIYLIEeHHBIH, pasgaica
BHOBb.

— Tasl I'as-rasl

Jxynuan BHUMAaTeABHO caeguna 3a Biokom. Tor
NPOAOJLKAJI PACKJIAALIBATH IO TapeakaMm msaco. OH
HHYEro He CKasajJ, HO o0Ben Aereil MPUCTAJIBHBIM
B3rJIAAOM, KaK eciau Gbl XOTeN YBHAETh BhIPa)KeHue
JHLA K&KIAOIN0 M IPOCJIeANATh, He CKAKET JIK KTO 4e-
ro-Hubyas.

— OueHp BKYcCHHWI cyn Obla cerogHa, — Be-
ceno npoudHec J)KyauaH, MIAAA Ha OCTaJbHBIX
pe6ar. — JMomxeH ckasars, Capa — 3ameua-
TelbHAA CTPANyXa.

— Ilo-Moemy, ee Gys0uKkH ¢ *MOHpEM — MpPOCTO
npenectb, — ckasana AHH. — OcobeHHO KOraa OHH
ropAayue, MPAMO U3 IEYKH.

— TaB-rasBl — pasgaica u3gajeKka NPHUIJYLLEH-
HbIi cTeHaMu rosoc TumMmu.

— Jlxopax, TBOA MaMa meder TaKoM GoxKecT-
BEHHBI QPYKTOBHIA TOPT, BKYCHee KOTOpPOIO A HH-
Korjga Hudero He e, — ckasan Juk Ixopaxk, BceM
cepaueM xenad, uto0n TuMMH nomMankusan. —
HHTepecHo, KaK OHH TaM -MOXHBAIOT B KHUppUH-
KOTTe)Ke M Ha4YaJH JH YyKe UMHHTb KpbIlny?

— TaBl — cxasan Tummu, Beceso NMpoaoKas
TOHATH CBOIO KPBICY 110 HOBOMY OTDe3KY TOHHEJIA.

Bnok ofciry i Kaxaoro, a 3aTeM MoJ4a HUcyea.
JxyauaH nogouien K AsBepH, YToObl yOeAUTHCA, YTO
OH JeMCTBHTENILHO YllIes, a He CTOMUT 3a ABephIO.

— Hapgelocs, uTo crapuHa Bjaok u B camom fe-
Je rayxasa terepa, — ckasanx oH. — 51 mor 6blI no-
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KJIACTBCA, YTO 3aMETHJI YAUBJIEHHE B €r0 XOJOAHBIX
raasax, korga Tummu sanasui.

— Ha, HO ecay OH AeHiCTBMTENbHO MOT CJABLILLIATH
nait TuMMHM, BO 4YTO A He BepI0, — CKasajia
Jxopmx, — ero AJo/LKHO GBUIO CTPAILLUHO YAMBUTH,
410 MBI npogoJukaem Gonrath, He ofpaias HH Ma-
Jeiilllero BHUMAaHUA Ha cobauuii yaiil

PebGara saxuxuxand. OHM HACTOPOIKEHHO IIPH-
CAYLIMBAINCh, He BoaBpawmiaerca jau Biaok. Yepes
HEKOTOopoe BpeMs IOCJLIILIAJICA 3BYK LIAroB, M pe-
6ATa HaYaIM COCTABJIATH MOPKOI rpA3HbIE TapeaKH,
4TOOBI OH MOT' MX YHECTH.

- JIlBepb B KJIACCHYIO KOMHATy orBopuiaack. Ho Bo-
mwen He Bnok, a mucrep Jlenyap. Kak Bcerma, o
yasibancs, NOraAALIBAA HA YAUBJIEHHBIX pPe6AT.

— O! 3HauuT, BaAaM HpaBMTCA Ball JaH4Y M
Bhl ChexaeTe BCe A0 KYCOYKA, KAK H II0JOXEHO
AO6GpOnOpAKOYHBIM OEeTAM, — CKa3aax OH. Ero
MaHepa Bcerga pasapaxana peGAT, IMOTOMY 4TO
OH DA3roBapHMBaJl C HUMH Tak, OyATO OHM OblIM
COBCEM KPOILUKH.

— Xoporwuo au Biok Bac o6eayxusaer?

— O na, cnacubo, — ckasan JKyanaH, BeXKJIUBO
NOAHMMAACH CO CTyaa. — HaM 3zech oueHb XOpOLLIO.
Mgl cuntaem, uro Capa — uyaecHaa nosapuxal

— A, Hy npekpacHoO, npeKxpacHo! — cKa3aa Muc-
Tep Jlenyap. leTh ¢ HerepneHHUeM »KAaJH, KOraa OH
yiger. Ouu yxacHo Gosamuch, yro TumMMM onaTh
BApyr 3anaer. Ho mucrep Jlenyap ABHO HMKyAa He
CIeLLI I,

M TumMmu aeficTBUTEILHO CHOBA 3aJ1as:

— T'as, ras, ras!



T'JIABA O TASA
A>KOpAK BCTpeBO)XKeHa

Yeasmas npurayueHHsR gait, mucrep Jlenyap
MPHUTHYJ MOJIOBY K OZHOMY ILIeYy, COBCEM KaK 4eM-
TO nopaskeHHwI nec. O mocmotpen Ha gereit. Ho
OHM M BHAY He IOAAJHM, YTO YCJIBIIIAIH YTO-Iu6O.
Mucrep Jlenyap xakoe-To BpeMA NPUCJIYLIUBAJICAH,
He NPOM3HOCA HM cjoBa. IToroM OH moBepHyJCA K
ansboMy AA DHCOBAHMA, NMpUHamIexameMy JDxy-
JIMEaHY, H Ha4YaJ pacCMATPHBATh PHCYHKH.

JleTAM Kasanoch, YTO OH AEJAeT 3TO AJIA TOrO,
4yTOOEI elle HEMHOroO 3aAePKAThCA B KJIACCHOM KOM-
Hare. J[’)KyJuaH 3anogo3pwi, 4to Mucrepy Jlenyapy
KTO-TO CKasana o jae THMMH M OH npHiues, 4YTo0bI
JUYHO IPOM3BECTH paccaefoBaHue. B KJaccHyIo
KOMHATY OH HMKOTrJa A0 CHX IIOP He 3aXOAHUJI.

TUMMH CHOBA 3ajasjJ, M HA 3TOT pa3 roJocC
ero xasaJcsa eue 6ojiee oraaseHHbIM. KOHYHMK Ho-
ca muctepa Jlenyapa noGenea. Yepuaswiit 1 Mo-
pubens, XOpOLIO 3HABLUIME 3TOT 3HAK HAABUTralo-
eiCA OMAacCHOCTH, NeperjJAHYyJINuCh. OTOT nobeses-
muil KOHYMK Hoca OOBIYHO mnpeasewian GypHyIo
BCIIBILIKY APOCTH.

— Bml canliunTe mrymM? — OTPBIBHCTO CITPOCHIJ
mucrep JleHyap.

— Kaxoit mrym? — BesxstuBo ocBexomuicsa Jxy-
JIMaH.

TUMMH ONATH 3aJas.

— He raynutel BoT OH CHOBa CJIBILLIEH, 3TOT
wym! — ckasan mucrep Jlenyap. B ator MmomeHT 3a
OKHOM DAa3RaJICA KPHK 4YaiKH, IIOAXBAYEHHBIN yT-
peHHuUM GpH3OM.
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— O! Kpux yaiiku? la, MBI 4aCTO CJABIILINM, KaK
KpMuar 4aifku, — Beceso ckasan Juk. — HHoraa
BrieYaTJeHue Takoe, 6YATO 3TO KOLUKHU MAYKAIOT.

— Bal — Bockaukuyn mucrep Jlenyap Tak,
cJI0BHO Ohl BBIILIIOHYJ 3TO CJIOBO. — BEI elle cKa-
JKHTE, YTO OHH JIaloT Nno-cofaubu.

— Hy uTo0 &, QymMalo, 4TO OHH M 3TO MOTyT, —
corsacuiaca JIMK ¢ HeCKOJBbKO YAMBJIEHHBIM BHAOM.
— B KoHUe KOHLOB, eC/IM OHM MOr'yT MAYKAaTh, KaK
KOWIKH, nodyemMy Ol MM He yMeThb JaATh IO-CO-
G6aubu?

TuMMH CHOBA 3aJMJICA O4YeHb BeceJIbIM JIaeM.
Mucrep Jlenyap, Ternepnr pa3apayXeHHbIA A0 Kpaii-
HOCTH, o0paTwicA K JeTAM:

— Bul 410, He camiunte? OGBLACHHTE MHE, YTO
3TO 3a 3BYKH.

Kaxanlit n3 pe6AT HAKJIOHWI TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY,
caeaaB BUA, YTO BHHUMATEIbHO NPHUCIYILIHBAETCA.

— § Huyero He casimy, — 3aAasua JJuk. — Pos.-
HBIM CYETOM HHYEro.

— A A casllly IYyM BeTpa, — CKasasia AHH.

— A A — onATs rojoca 4aexk, — BcraBua Jxy-
JIMaH, [IPMKJAABLIBAA JaJAOHb K OZHOMY YXYV.

— A canimly, KaxK xJjonaer asepb. MokeT, 3TO U
€CThb TOT LIIYyM, KOTODBIH BBl HMeeTe B BUAY, — CKa-
3an YepHaABHIN ¢ CAMBIM HEeBMHHBIM BHAOM. OTuMM
3;1106H0 nocMoTpen Ha Hero. Mucrep Jlenyap u B ca-
moM pesnie Oula criocofeH MpPOM3BOAMTL KpailiHe He-
NPUATHOE BIieYaTJeHHe.

— OkHO BCce BpeMs cKpunur, — aobasuaa Ma-
pubess, KOTOPOl OYeHb XOTeJOCh BHECTH CBOM
BKJax B ofluee Axeso, XOTA OHA cTpamiHo GoAJsachk
0TLA, OYEeHb XOPOILO 3HAaA ero BHe3alHble BCIIbILL-

KH APOCTH.
— A a BaM rosopo — 310 cofaka, ¥ BbI 3TO
caMH NpeKpacHO 3Haere, — DABKHYyJa muctep Jle-
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Hyap. Konuuk ero Hoca mofenen no TOro, 4To Ka-

3aJICA COBEPIIEHHO HeecTeCTBeHHHIM. — I'ze co-
6axa? Yna oua?
‘— Kaxasa cobaxka? — wHavan 6euio JKysauaH,

CKODYMB rpuMacy HeJOyMeBaloOIlero yejaosexa. — §1
YTO-TO He BMXKY TYT HUKaKoi cofaku.

Mucrep Jlenyap rmocMoTpes Ha Hero HCIemneaso-
LIMM B3rJIAAOM H CUENWI naasusl. Buu1o coBeplueH-
HO ACHO, 4YTO eMy Xxorejoch 6ul orrackaTth [>kyamna-
Ha 3a yIlIH.

— Caywaiite xel — npowunen ou. — Iocay-
waiiTe KaKk cjlefyeT M CKaKHUTe, KTO elle MOXeT
TaxK JaATh, Kpome cobaxul

Bce BRIHY)KIEeHBI OBUIM NpHCAyLIATHCA. Pasb-
APEHHBIN YeJIOBEeK ycneJ MX 3A0poBOo Hamnyratb. Ho
K cuacThi0, THUMMM XpaHUJ MOJIHelluee MOJIYAHHe.
Wnm oH pan Kpbice ybexats, MaH ke OblJ 3aHAT
TeM, 4YTO noxupan ee. Tak wam MHauYe C ero CTopo-
HBEI He JOHOCHJIOCh HM 3BYKa.

— H3BuHNTE, HO A B CAMOM JieJie He CJABILIY CO-
Gaubero Jasa, — ckasan J[KyJuaH OCKODOGJIEHHBIM
TOHOM.

— 31 Toxe He caniury, — 3aaBua JlukK, a 3a HUM
TO e caMOe NMOBTOPHJH OAHH 38 APYTMM H BCe OC-
TansHele. Mucrep Jlenyap suan, 4to Ha 3TOT pas
OHHM I'OBOPAT NpaBAy, MOTOMY YTO M CaM HHYEro He
CABILIAJ.

— Korga a noiimMailo aty cobaxky, A Beio ee oTpa-
BHTb, — MEJIEHHO M O4Y€Hb OTYETJIMBO IPONOBOPHJI
oH. — 51 He noreprumio cobak B CBOeM AOMe.

OH noBepHyJica Ha Kabaykax H GLICTPO BBILIE,
410 6BLLTIO O4YeHb Kcraru, 6o J[Kopmx cosceM yxke
6eL1Aa rOTOBA BHIAATE COGCTBEHHBIH NMPHUCTYN APOCTH,
a Taxkue NMPHUCTYNHI C HeH CIyYaauch 4YacTeHbKO. Bor
TOoraa-To Hadanack Om Hacroaman Garanual AHH
NoJOXKHIA PYKY Ha 1uiedo J[iKopax, 4To6bl Ta He
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B3AyMana 4YTO-HUOyAb KDMKHYTb BCJEA MHCTEpY
Jlenyapy.

— He nopru BCcI0o Hawry 3atelol — mporenTtaia
oHa. — JI»opax, He rOBOPH HH cJjoBal

Txopmx npukycuaa ryfy. Or rHeBa oHa cHaua-
Ja TnoxkpacHesna, noroM nobGenena. TonHyB Horoit,
OHa B30PBAJIACH:

— Kaxk ou cmeer? Kak oH cmeer?

— 3amouyH, AypoYKa, — ckasan JxkyauaH. —
Yepe3a MUHYTY cioaa AaBUTCA Baok. Mu Bce AOMKHBI
cAenaTh BMJA, YTO CTPAILIHO YAMBJEHHI, C 4Yero 3TO
mucrep Jlenyap pewmna, 4To rae-To TyT ecTh cobakxa.
Ecan Bnok u B caMoM aesie yMeeT YMTaTh No rybam,
HeJIb3A AOIYCTHTH, YTOOLI OH Y3HAJ MpaBAay.

B aror camulit MmomMeHT noaswiaca Biok, npuHec-
it aeraM nyauHr. JINno ero, Kak Bcerga, HUYEro
He BBIpaXXano. Takoro cTpaHHOrNO JHUA HHUKTO H3
pe6AT HMKOraa paHbllle He BHAEJ: HA HeM pa3 u
HaBCerjga 3acThLJIO OQHO BhIpaKeHHe, HH NMPH Ka-
KHX 06CTOATeAbCTBAX He H3MeHaABLIeecA. Kak BbI-
pasunach AHH, OHO NMOXOAMJO CKOpeil Ha BOCKO-
BYIO MAaCKy.

— Crpanno, mnoyemy 3aro mucrep Jlenyap pe-
LW, 4TO rge-to Jaer cobaka, — 3arosopui JIky-
suad. OcranbHble xpabpo ero noaaep:anun. Ecan
Biok m B caMoM fnesne ymesn 4yuTaTth no ry6am, OH
6bu1 6B BKOHeIL 03afa4eH — TaK Bce-TaKu ObLI CO-
Gaunit nait wan ero He 6bL10?

Ilocne exn: peGaTta cofpanuck B KoMHaTte y Uep-
HABOTO M AEPIKAJIH TaM BOEHHLIN coBer.

— Y10 Ham penats ¢ TummMu? — cnpocuia
Ixopax. — Teolt oTyHMM 3HaeT MOTAHOM NYTH MO
TY CTOPOHY CTeHHl, okpyxaowell IInk Kourpaban-
aucra? Moxker oH Tyaa nonacth M Halitm Tummn?
Heno B ToM, 4yto THMMH MOXKeT BeAb Ha Hero 6po-
CHTBCSA.
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— JIla, 310 OH MOXeT, — 3aAyYMYHBO CKasal
MaJb4YMK. — $I He 3HAIO, M3BECTHO JH OTLY IpO
ralinsle nepexoanl. To ecTs AymMalo, YTO HM3BECTHO,
HO He 3Hal0, JOTafA&JICA JH OH, e PaClOJIOMKEHbI
BXOABI, BeAyiumne Tyzna. S1 caM Halues X COBepILIEH-
HO cay4aiiHo.

— ¥ Bo3Bpamaioch AO0MOM, — 3aABMJA BAPYT
Jxopmx. — He »xenaio puCKOBaThL — elle OTPaBAT
Tummul

— OgHa THl He MOXeIlb yexaTh JOMOif, — CKa-
san xyauan. — Oro 6yaer BRITIAAETH CTPAHHO.
Ecau yememus THI, HAM BCEM IPHAETCA yexaTb, H
TOorga MBI He CMOXKeM BMecTe ¢ YepHaABBIM pac-
KDHITH TaltHy.

— Her, paau Bora, He yeaxkaiiTe u He Gpocaiite
MeHA celfiuac, — BOCKJIHKHYJI ABHO BCTPEBOMKEHHEIK
Yepuasnilt., — 910 npuseser Moero orua B GerueH-
¢TBO, nIpocTo B Gemexcrsol

Hxopax sakonebanace. Eif He xoTesocs cra-
BHTh B TPYAHOE MOJOXeHHe HepHABOro, KOTophIi
et ouensr Hpasuica. Ho, ¢ apyro#t cTopoHs!, OHa,
YK KOHEYHO, He JKejajla IOABepraTh OMACHOCTH
Tummu.

— Jlaaxo. S no3BoHIO OTHY NO TenedOHY M CKa-
Y, YTO O4YEeHb COCKYYMJAach II0 JOMY M XO4y Bep-
HyThCH, — cKasana J[xopaxk. — A ckaky, 4To CKy-
Yaio 1o MaMme, ¥ 3TO — cyluas npasja, A AEHCTBH-
TeIBHO OYeHb I10 He#l cKyuaw. Brl Bce Moxere
OCTATBCA 3[eCh M 3aHATHCA TeM, 4YTOObl PACKPBITH
ralitny. C Bawue#t cTopoHs! 610 GBI HeCrIpaBeAJIMBO
yaepakuBaTh MeHa U THMMH 3aech: Beab BBI IIpe-
KpacHO 3Haete, 4To A Gyay Bce BpemMa GOATLCA, He
NPOHMKHET JH KTO-HUOGyAb B MOTANHOI nepexox u
He MoMI0XKHUT AH THMMH OTpaBJIeHHOe MACO.

PeGara o6 aroM kKak-To He moaymanu. Ia, ato
610 OBl yaxacHo. JKynuaH B3ZOXHYJ. B KOHIe
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KOHIOB OH 6yzer BHIHY)XAEH paspemunTs JKopmx
AeficTBOBATH TAK, KAK OHA COYMTET HYXXHBIM.

— Jlaguo. IlosBoHM oOTLYy, — CKasal OH. —
Bunay ects Tenedon. Ecam xouewus, chenait 3To
npamo cefiyac. S ayMaio, B AJaHHBIA MOMEHT TaMm
HUKoro He Oyaer noluimnsocTu.

JXKOpAXK TNpPOCKOJb3HYJIa 4Yepe3 KODHMAOpP, BHI-
LA Yepe3 3aMLIKaBILIYIO €ro ABepPh M CIYCTHJIACh
0 JIECTHHIIE K MaJIeHbKOH uyepHOit 6yaKe, B KOTO-
poit noMewmaica TenedoHHu#t annapar. OHa Habpa-
Jla HY>KHBI HOMep.

JKnare npuuwuiocs goaro. ITorom ona ycasiiuana
AOJATMH ryaALLMi 3ByK, NOBOPMBLINHA O TOM, 4YTO Te-
aedhon B Kuppun-korremxe sassonuna. Ona Hayana
MBICJIEHHO M'OTOBUTLCA, YTO CKa3aThb oruy. Eif Heo6-
XOAMMO, MPOCTO HeobxoaMMO BepHyThcA ¢ TumMmu
momoit. OHa He 3Hasa, KaK OOBACHHUT NPUCYTCTBHE
anech TUMMH, — aBOCh M BOBCE He NPUAETCA HUYEro
oopacHaTs. Ho OHA TBepRO perrnia yexaTbh XOMOit
CEerofiHA e, B KpalfHeM ciiyyae — 3aBTpa.

— Bpp-6pp-6pp, — 3BeHen TenedoH Ha APYroM
KoHue nposoga. OH 3BeHean M 3BeHeJ, HO TPYyOKy
HHKTO He CHUMaJ. OHa He CJBIIIALA 3HAKOMOIO Io-
JoCA OTIIA — TOJIBKO IyAOK, KOTOPBIN ITOBTOPAJICA
cHoBa M cHoBa. IToueMy HHKTO He oTBeuaer?

C wHeit 3aroBopun onepatop TeaedboHHOM craH-
LHH.

— IIpocTHTE, HHKTO He OTBEYaer.

J>xopK, BKOHell pACCTPOEHHAadA, IOJIOXKHUJIa
Tpy6Ky. Moxxer 6miTh, poaureneit Her aoma? Ilpu-
JeTcA INOIo3XKe elle pa3 nonpofoBaTh IIO3BOHUTD.

Beausara Ixopax npofoBasa 3BOHHTb TPHXK-
Abl, U KaXXABIA pa3 ¢ TeM iKe caMbIM pe3dyJbTa-
ToMm. HukTO He oTBeuasn. Koraga ona B Tpernit pas
BeIXoaMaa u3 TtenedponHoit OyaxkH, ee ysuaena
muccuc Jlenyap.
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— Thel nHTANaCh NO3BOHKUTH AOMOM? — CIIPOCH-
Ja OHa AeBOo4YKY. — Hy uT0, HUKaKuXx HoBOCTeN?

— 5 ewre He mosyymsaa HH OZHOrO NMHCHbMA, —
ckasana JDKOpIK. — A CerofHA TPHMKABI NBITANACH
JI03BOHUTHCA A0 KHUppHH-KOTTEAKA, H HU pa3y HHU-
KTO He OTBETHJI.

— Mmu cerogHa yTpOM Y3HAJIH, 4YTO JKHTh B

KuppuH-KOTTeAKe HEeBO3MOXXHO — IOBCIOAY XO-
AAT paboume, CTy4aT, KOJOTAT, — CKa3ajaa MHC-
cuc JleHyap CBOMM HEXHBIM roJocKoM. — MuI ya-

Haad o0 atom oT TBoeit mamul. OHa coo6uiuna,
YTO IIYM CBOAHMT TBOEro OTLA C yMa, TAK 4YTO OHM
ye3:KaloT NPUMEPHO Ha HeAeJbKY, IOKa BCe He
npuger Gojee uaun MeHee B Hopmy. Ho mucrtep
JIeHyap TOTYAaC e HANHCAJ MM M IPUTIJACHJ CIO-
aa. 3aBTpa y3HAeM, 4YTO OHHM DElIMIH, IOTOMY
YTO MBI NMOIPOCHJH AaTh HaAM OTBET MO TejaedoHy.
CeroaHsa, KOHEYHO, MEI, TaK >Xe KaK M TbI, He
MOrJIA CBA3ATHCA C HUMH IO TeaedoHy, TaK Kak
OHH YXXe yexasH.

— Ol — Bocknaukuynaa JKOpMK, yAMBJIEHHAA
BCEMH 3THMH HOBocTAMH. Ilouemy ke mama He Ha-
nucaja eii ¥ He NOCTABWJIA TAKXEe H ee B M3BECT-
HOCTBb 060 BCceM 3TOM?

— Tsoa mama coobiumsia, 4TO OHa TeGe Hanuca-
aa, — ckasana muccuc Jlenyap. — Moxker 6bITb,
MMCLMO NMPHUAET CO CJAeAyIoleil mouToit. 3aeck routa
O4YeHb CTPAHHO paGoTaer. Mul 6bL1H GBI OYEHL pajsl,
ecad GBI TBOM POAMTENHM CMOIJIM K HAM NpHUEXarhb.
Mucrep Jlenyap ocofeHHO XO4YeT BCTPETHTBLCHA C TBO-
MM 4Ype3BBIYaHO YMHBIM otuom. OH cuuTaer ero
MPOCTO N'eHHEeM.

J>xopax HU4Yero He CKasajla B OTBET, HO BEpHY-
Jace K peGATaM ¢ oYeHb cepbe3HLIM JHLOoM. OHa oT-
KphUla ABepb KOMHAaThl YepHABOro, u pebGara cpady
JKe TIOHAJM, YTO Y Hee eCTh KaKHe-TO HOBOCTH.
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— § ne mory yexats ¢ TumoTn gomoit, — cka-
sana J[kopmx. — Mama M mana He CMOIJH BbI-
HECTH Luyma, KOTOpHIA nmpou3BoaAT pabGouue, M
oba yexanul

— Ax THI, BOT Geaa-Tol — BOCKJAMKHYJ YepHs-
Belii. — M Bce-Taxku a paa, uto tebe npuaerca oc-
TaTbcA aaech, Jxopmk. S Gbl OYeHb Orop4YmiCA, €c-
au 66l TR B TUMMH yexann.

— TsoAa MaMa Hanucana Moeil M npeaIoXKujia
MOMM DOAMTEJIAM TOXe NPHEeXaTh CioAa, — coobLu-
na JIxopmx. — Yro mue aenats ¢ TuMMH — mnpo-
cro He 3Hal0. OHH TOXKe HaBEepDHAKA HAYHYT MpO He-
ro paccnpamuBaTrh. S He MOry COJAraTp UM M CKa-
3aTh, YTO OCTABMJA ero y ‘peibaka Asncda mam erwue
y10-HMOyAb B 3TOM poze. IIpocTo yma He nmpuiIoxy,
yTOo nenats!

— Yto-unbyas npuaymaeMm, — nooberuan Yep-
HABBIA. — Moker, A AOroOBOPIOCH C KeM-HUOyAb B
znepeBHe, YTOOBI OH mopep:kan mca y ceba. ITo-moe-
MY, 3TO OUYEeHb HEIUIOXas Hjhed.

— Jla, GeaycnoBHol — oTKIuMKHyJaacs J[3KOpmK,
cpa3sy ke nosecenes. — Kak 310 s panbuie 06 3Tom
He noaymana? Cayluait, faBail rmockopee rneperoso-
puM ¢ KeM-Hubyab.

Ho B 3TOT AeHb HMYEro caenaTh He YAAJIOCh, TAaK
Kak muccuc JleHyap monpocuia MX rocje 4asa CIy-
CTUTBCA B NOCTMHYIO M MOMUIPaTh C Heil B KaKylO-TO
urpy. TakumM 0o6pa3oM, HUKTO M3 HUX He MOT OTJY-
YUTLCA M NMOMCKATH YeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPLI corjacuica
6e1 npucmotpers 3a Tummu. ¢«Huuero, — aymana
npo ceba Ixopaxk. — Cerogus oH Gyzaer B Gesonac-
HOCTHM, HOYb INpOBeJeT y MeHA Ha nocreau. o 3a-
BTpPA XKIAATh HE TAK YK JOJIo».

Muccuc Jlenyap BriepBble nNpUraacuiaa aereit no-
ObITh ¢ Heil. — Jleqo B TOM, — MOACHMJIA OHA, —
uyTo MmucTep JleHyap yexan no BakHOMYy aeay. Emy
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NpUILIOCHh yeXaTh Ha MaluuHe Ha Mmatepuk. Koraxa
OH AOMAa, OH He JIOOHT, YuTOOB! ero GecCrOKOMJIM MO
BeyepaM, Io3TOMY-TO A H He MOrJia BUAEThCA CO BCe-
MH BaMM CTOJBKO, CKOJBKO MHe xoreiock Gel. Ho
CeroiHA A MOTY 3TO CAeNATbh.

Jxyauan nmogymMana npo cefsa: yx He OTIIpaBHICA
an mucrep JleHyap Ha MaTepHK N0 KaKUM-HUOyAb
JenaM, CBA3AHHBLIM ¢ KOHTpabannoi? Bear kKakum-
TO 06pa3oM KOHTpaSaHAHbIe TOBaphl Hano GBLIO Ie-
penpaBiATh HA MATEPHK, H, €CJH BCA 3TA CUTHAIU-
3anMsdA, KOTOPYI0O OHHM Halmioanu KaK-TO HOYLIO,
6LL1a CBA3AaHA C KOHTpafaHzoit, 6bITh MOXKET, OH Te-
rnepb OTNPABMJICA OTBE3TH AOCTABJIEHHEBIE eMy Talii-
KOM TOBaphl!

B 3T0T MOMEHT NPOH3UTENBHO 3a3BOHWJI TeJe-
¢on. Muccuc Jlenyap nogHanacs.

— HasepHoe, 370 3BOHMT TBOA MaMa HJH TBOii
orel, — cKasana oHa, ofpawnascek K J>kopmk. —
Mosxer, y MeHa OyayT nina Teba kakue-HuOyap u3-
BecTuA. BO3MOXHO, TBOM POAMTENM 3aBTpPA NPHUERYT
cloza.

Ona sninuia B xoii. Jlern xxxany, sarauB AbIxa-
uue. Ilpuenyr poanrenn Hxopmx uin Her?



TJIABA TAA
BAoKa 0)XHAAeT clopnpH3

Yepes HeKoTOpoe BpeMa Muccuc JleHyap BepHy-
nack. OHa yambHyaack JKoOpmK.

— 3BoHMA TBOM oTel, — coolimaa oHa. — OH
NpHe3aeT 3aBTPa, HO OAMH, 6e3 TBoeli marepm.
OHM e3anaM K TBOel TeTe, H TBOA MaMa CYMTAET,
4YTO OHA AOJKHA OCTATHCA M NOMOYb €M, TAK KaK Te-
Ta 1woxo ceba yyscteyer. Ho TBol nmana roToB npu-
eXaTh, TAK KAK €My XO4YeTCA IIOrOBOPHTH O CBOMX
HoBelIuMX onmiTax ¢ MUcTepoM JleHyapoM, KoTo-
PHIif OueHbL MMM HHTepecyerca. §I oueHb paja, 4UTO
OH NpHeNeT.

Hetu, pasymeercsa, npeamnouau G6ni, 4TOOGBI
npuexana tera Vanuu, a He aaaa KseHTuH, c
KOTOPBIM HMHorapa OblJIO TPyAHO JaauTb. Ho oH,
BEepOATHO, OyAeT B OCHOBHOM 3aHAT BecemaMu c
muctepom JleHyapoM, TAK 4YTO MOMXHO ObLIO He
GecrnmoKOMTHCA.

3aKOoHYMB MUrpy ¢ muccuc JleHyap, OHM MOLLIH
JOKNThCA criaTs. JKOpaxK Hano 6u110 3abpats TuMm-
MH M TIIPHBECTH ero K cefe B KOMHaTy. YepHABLII
MOCMOTpeJI, HeT JIM KOro BOXpyr. Bioka Hurze He
610 BuagHO. OTuNM eie He BepHyacA. Capa pacne-
Bajlia B KYXHe, & MaJeHbKAasA CJyKaHKa CHAejaa TaM
JKe, B YroJIKe, M LKA,

«Binok, HaBepHOe, BhILLIeST M3 gOMas, — IIOAY-
man YepHasnl#t U nomen coobumrts I[KOpmxK, 4To
nyTs cBoboxeH. IIpoxoaa yepe3 ruioLIaAKY B CTOPO-
HY JUJIMHHOTO KOPMAOpPA, BeAylLIero K ero coGCTBEH-
HOM KOMHATEe, MAJbYHMK 3AMETWJ ABA YEePHBIX BBHI-
CTyIla, TOpYAIUX H3-TIOA TOJICTHIX LUTOP HA OKHe,
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BBIXOAALIEM Ha raomaaKy. OH yAMBIEHHO MOCMOT-
pen Ha HMX, a ITOTOM IMOHAJ, YTO 3TO Takoe. MaJsb-
YUK yaslbHyJICA.

«3HaunT, crapuHa BJIOK Bce-Taku moxo3peBaer,
YTO y Hac ecTh cofaKa M YTO OHa CIIUT JHUGO B KOM-
nare Jxopmx, aubo y J>KynauaHa, ¥ OH 3aHAJ Ha-
6I0AaTeNbHBINA TIOCT, — IMPOHECJOCh Y Hero B IoJio-
Be. — Hy 4TO K, A NPUIOTOBJIIO HAIllEMy ADYry
Bnoky npeHenpuATHRIR ciopnpuals

OH nobekan paccKasaTh OCTAIbLHBIM pebaram o
cBoeM OTKpHITHH. J[XKOpMK cayluansa ero ¢ TpeBo-
roit. Ho y YepusaBoro, kak Bcerga, Obu1 Harotoee
IUIaH.

— Mpmu xyTKo Harryraem Biokal — ckasan oH. —
51 nmocrany BepeBKYy, MU MBI BCe BhHIiileM Ha ILJIOLLAA-
Ky. TamM A Hauny opaTh, YTO 3a LUTOPAMH IPAYETCH
rpaburens, HaKMHyCh Ha BJyIoKa ¥ Hazalo eMy Xopo-
KX TyMakoB. A nmotoM c¢ Bamreii nomouisio, Jxy-
anad u JIUK, A ero samejeHalo Kak cjJeayeT B LUTO-
PBI, XOPOLUEHbKO AEPHY 38 HMX, U OHH CBAJIATCA
eMy Ha IoJIoBY.

PebsaTa Hauvanu cMesaThbCA. PasnirpaTh Takyio
wyTKy ¢ Brokom — oaHo yaosonsctBue. OH B ca-
MoM jgene Obl1 OTBpATHUTENbHEIA THI. Xopouiuii
YPOK mnoiiier eMy TOJIBKO Ha NOJb3Y.

— A Korga HayHeTCcA BCA 3Ta KaTraBacuUf, —
pcrasuna J[MKOpAK, — A MPOCKOJAB3HY MHUMO ¢ Tum-
mu. Tonbko 6bl eMy He B3ZyMAaJIOCh NPUHATH yda-
crue B 910t morexel OH MOXKeT 3A0pPOBO KYCHYTH
Baoka.

— JHepxxu Tummu noxkpenue, — ckasan Jxynu-
aH. — M 6eicTpo nposeau ero B cBOIO KOMHaTy. Hy
KaxK, BCe NoTOBbI?

Bce 6nisim rotoBel. OxBauyeHHbIe CHJbHEN-
wuM Bo36yKAEeHHEM, OHH NPOKPAJIKUCh 10 KOpH-
AOpPY, BBIXOAMBULIEMY HA IUIOILLAAKY, rAe Ips-
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Tanca Baox. Jleru 3aMeTHMAH, 4YTO IUTOPHI CJer-
Ka IIeBeJbHYJHCh, KOrJa OHHM NOAOLIIM. Biaok
Habaonan 3a HUMH.

Jxopmx, aepxa TUMMH 3a OlUefiHUK, Kaana y
ABepM Kopuaopa H Boofle He IOKAa3bIBAJIACH.
Bapyr YepHasniit 3aKpHyas He CBOMM IOJIOCOM, 3a-
opas Tak, 4ro Jxopmx 1 Tummu B3gporuyau. TyTt-
TO M Havajach 3asapyxal

Yepusasnlit ¢ pasfera KMHYJICA HA CIIPATABIIErO-
ca Baoka.

— T'paburens! ITomorure, 3nech npayerca rpabu-
Tesbl — BOMMJ OH.

BJ0oK B3ApPOrHYyJ1 OT HEXKMAAHHOCTH M Ha4yaJ Co-
MPOTHBAATLCA. UYepHABLINA HaHec eMy ABa WJIHM TPH
XOpOLLIO HalleJIeHHLIX yaapa. Bjaok uacTo noacrpau-
BaJ €My BCAKHMEe HENPHUATHOCTHM, HaropapuBad Ha
HEro oruy, X Ternepb YepHABBINA MOJYy4YaaT BO3MOMK-
HOCTh HEMHOXKKO C HUM pacKBHTarwca. JDKyauaH u
JIuK KHHYJUCh eMy IOMOraTh.

OTyasHHEIA PLIBOK OGPYLUMJI LUTOPHI HA I'OJIOBY
Bnoka. Majso Toro, Ha Hero ynaja najika, Ha KOTO-
poit JepaKanMch LUTOPH, M MOBajujia ero Ha GOK.
Beannlit Biok — oH 6bi1 3axBayeH BPacIjIOX M HU-
Yero He MOT NMOAeAaTh C TPeMA MaIbLYUKAMU, JeicT-
BOBABLUIMMH KpaiiHe peimunrtensHo. Jaxxe AHH 10-
NBITANACH NIOMOYb YE€M MOrJja, M TOJbKO MapuGean
AepKanach B CTOPOHKe, HACHAKAAACH 3PEJIMILEM,
HO He peluasich MPUHATH YYacTHe B IPOMCXOAAIIMX
coObITHAX.

Kak Tonbko Bce 3aro Hayanoch, J[PKOpMK mpo-
cKkonb3HyJa ¢ Tummu mumo pear. Ho Tummu He B
COCTOAHMH ObLI YAEPKATHCA M He NPHHATb y4acTHs
B norexe. OH, ynupasach, OTKA3LIBAJICA LIAraTh Pi-
oM ¢ Jhxopmxk.

Jepxa pyKy Ha oulefiHHKe, OHA IONLITANACH CH-
Joi 3acTaBuTh ero HATH ¢ Heii. Ho TumMmu ycnen
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3aMeTUTh COOJA3HHTENLHO TOJICTYIO HOry, TOp4Yas-
LIYIO M3-MIOA LITOPKI, 1 HAGPOCHUJICA Ha Hee.

Baok B3BelI OT Goau. TUMMH AeiiCTBMTENBHO
MOT CHJBHO KYCHYTb CBOMMH OCTDHIMH GesbiMu
ay6amu! B TeueHMe HECKOJBKHX MHHYT OH Te-
pe6ua GPBIKAIOLIYIOCA HOTY M CXJOMOTAN CHJb-
Hulll maenoxk or Ixkopaxk. Ilorpacennsrit, Tum-
MH BBINYCTHJ HOrY M NOKODHO IoOIUeJ 3a CBOel
xo3aikoit. Ona Huxkorza ero He Guaal Hasep-
HOe, Ha 3TOT pa3 OHA IMO-HACTOALUEMYy paccep-
aunacek. Ilopxas xsoct, TUMMM mocaexoBan 3a
Helf B CHANBHIO H TOTYAC e 3aje3 Nox Kpo-
BaTh. BEICYHYB roJIOBy, OH HMCKATEJBbHO IIOrJA-
AsiBan Ha J[xkopax cBOMMHM GOJBIUIMMH KODHY-
HEeBLIMHM IJa3aMu.

— Ax, TumMH, A npocTo BEIHY>KIeHa GbLia Teba
uutenHyTs! — ckasana J[3KOpaxK, U, CTaB Ha KOJIEHH
OKOJIO TPOMAgHOro I1ca, noTpenaja ero mno roJo-
Be. — Ilounmaews, ecau 66 TOALKO TeGA yBuae-
JH, Thl MOr BC€ MCHOPTHTb. Thl H TAK YKYCHJI
Bsoka, ¥ A He NpPeACTABAAIO, KAK MBI CMOXKEM 3TO
obpacHuTs! A Teneps, cTapuHa, JexH Tuxo. A noii-
AY TYAa, K OCTAJIbLHEIM.

THMMH JIErOHBKO YZAPHJ XBOCTOM IO IOJYy.
JI>KOpA»K BBICKOYMJIA H3 KOMHATHI H INPHCOEAUHH-
aack K pebaram Ha ruowaake. OHU 3aTeanu uynec-
Hy10 urpy ¢ BaoxoMm. Tor opaJ, nelTanca BeIPpBATLCA
M3 HX DPYK M CONMDOTHBJIAJICA M30 BCEX CHJI. 3aBep-
HYTHIl B LITOPY, OH HAIIOMMHA&J I'YyCEHHUIY B KOKO-
He. I'osioBa ero 6bL1a 3aKphITa LIEJIMKOM, M OH HH4Ye-
IO He BUAE.

Bapyr B HHXKHEM XoJ1je noaBuiaca mucrep Jleny-
ap, PAAOM C KOTOPBIM LIUIA HACMEDPTH IepernyraHHas
muccuc Jlenyap.

— YT0 BCe 310 03HA4YaLT? — rPOMOBEIM I'OJIOCOM
cnpocun oruuM YepHaBoro. — Bul yT0 — ¢ yMa co-
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un? Kak BeI cMeetTe B TaKoi mo3gHuit yac BeCTH
ceba noaoGHLIM ofpasoM?

— Mu noifimanu rpaburena M CBA3AIHA €ro, —
neIXTA oTBeTHA YepHABHIM.

ITopaxxennniit, muctep JleHyap B3Gexxan mno Jec-
THHLE, NepenpuirMBas 4Yepe3 aAse crymeHbku. OH
yBHuAaea Ha 3emie Gurypy GpHIKAIOLIEroca YejJoBeKa,
3aBEPHYTOIO B THAXKeJIbIe IUTOPHI.

— I'pabutena? Bul uMeeTe B BUAY B3JOMILMKA?
Tne Bl ero oGHapyRuau?

— On nparanca sa wropamu, — ckasan Jxy-
JuaH. — Ham yaanocs ero CXBaTUThb M CBA3ATH
npexje, 4eM oH yOexxan. He morau Obl BBl BHI3BATH
nonuuuio?

N3 tommum mTop moHeccA MCKaXKeHHBIH 6oibio
rojoc: — Brinmyctute mens! Mensa ykycuan! Briny-
cTuTe MeHal

— DBoxxe mmnoctuseiiil Jla Bear BBl CBA3AIH
Bnoka, — BocKIMKHYya mucrep JleHyap, yAuBJIeH-
HBIl M pasrHeBaHHbIN. — A Hy-Ka, 6LICTPO pa3BA-
xKuTte erol

— He Moxe1r 6biTh, 4TO0H 3TO 6611 BiOK. 3TOT
YeJIOBEK 'MIPATAJICA 3a OKOHHBIMHM wtopamu! — 3a-
nporectoBan YepHABHIA.

— Henaiite, 4TO BaM BeJaAT, — npukasan Jleny-
ap, COBCEM PAa303JIMBIUNCL. AHH B3IVIAHYJIA HA KOH-
YUK ero Hoca. Jla, Kak Bcerga B TaKuXx CJydyasix, OH
Havan Geners!

MansuyMKH HEOXOTHO Pa3BA3aaM BepeBKH. Bjok
CepAMTO PA3ABHHYJI ONyTABIUHME €ro 3aHABECH M BHI-
raadyi. Ero auno, o6bIYHO JHILIEHHOE BCAKOrO BbI-
pakeHMA, MoGarpoBeso OT APOCTH M CTpaxa.

— 3 rakux Beweit He norepruniol — B GeleHCT-
Be 3aKkpuyasn oH. — Cap, B3rIAHUTE HA MOIO HOrYy.
Mena yKycuan. DTo MOraa CaejaTh TOJBLKO cobaka.
Buanre Mmoo Hory?

109



H peiicTBHTENBLHO, HA €r0 HOre SICHO BHAHEJIHNCH
cjeasl 3y6oB, IIOCTENEHHO CTAHOBUBIINECA GarpoBnl-
MH. TMMMH KYCHYJ YTO HaZ0 — eABa He NMPOKYCHJ
KOy HACKBO3b!

— 3aech HeT HMKaKoil cofaKku, — cKasajia Muc-
cuc Jlenyap, pemmMBlIasAcA HaKOHel pOOKO mNOA-
HATBLCA N0 JecTHUUE. — DBJIoK, Bac He Moria yKy-
cuthb cobaka.

— Ko xe Torna ero ykycun? — crpocua Jleny-
ap, APOCTHO HaOpachIBafiCh HA HECUYACTHYIO MMCCHC
Jlenyap.

— Moaxer, BB AaymaeTe, YTO B NPUCTyNe BO3-
GyxJeHHA 3TO A ero yKycma? — BADPYr CIIPOCHJ
YepHaBblil, BHI3BAB Yy OCTAJBHBIX BeJMyaiillee
yAUBJEHHEe M CHJBbHO KX mnosaGasus. OH rosopui
OYeHb CEepPbe3HO, U JHILIO ero BBIPAXKAJIO TPEBOry. —
Korna a BeixoxKy 3 cebsa, A nmoutu He cooGparkaro,
41O Aenaio. Bul fymaere, 3T0 A ero ykycua?

— Twdyl — c oTBpalleHHMEM OTO3BAJICA MHCTEP
Jlenyap. — He Goarait raynocts, MOl MaJbYHK.
Ecau MHe npupeT B roJIOBY, YTO Thl KyCaellb JIO-
Rzeii, A BEJIO XOpOLIEHbKO Te0sa HaKasaTh. Bcrasaii-
Te, BioK. Bul He Tak yiK CMJIBHO NOCTPafaiH.

— Ilo npaBae cka3aTb, y MEHs KaKOe-TO CTPaH-
HoOe OLIYLIleHHe BO PTy, — cKa3an YepHABLI, ABH-
ras d4eJIIOCTbIO, CJIOBHO OBI )ejafd NpPOBEPHUTh, BCE
au B nopaake. — Iloiiay-Ka s aydlue ¥ Kax cjieny-
er noyuiny 3yOul, MHe KaxkercA, GyATO BO pTy y Me-
HA OCTaNCA BKYC JoAbIXKKM Bioka. A 3To He GoJsb-
HO-TO NIPHATHO!

Muctep Jlenyap, aoBeaeHHbI 10 GeleHCTBA Ha-
riaocteio YepHABOro, GLICTPO NMPOTAHYA PYKY, YTO-
6B OTTACKaTh MAJBLYMIUKY 34 yLIH, HO TOT YBep-
HyJCa ¥ nobexxan Hasajx, o KOPUAopY.

— 5 Tonbko 3y6Gel mouyMminy! — KPMKHYJ OH Ha
Gery.
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PebaTa M30 BCeX CHJI CTAPAIHCh YAEDPIKATHCA OT
cmexa. Muicas 0 ToM, 4TO YepHaABLIi criocoGeH Ko-
ro-Hubyas yKycuts, Geuia Henenoit. OxHaxko GbL10
COBEPIIEHHO OYEeBHAHO, YTO HM MHCTED, HU MHMCCHC
JleHyap He aOragblBaJINCh, KTO K€ MOr' YKYCHUTh
Banoka.

— Bce ceituac e B nocTens! — IpHKasag MHC-
Tep Jlenyap. — Hazneioch, MHe He NMPHAETCA KAaIO0-
BaThCA HA BAC BAllleMy OTIY, KOrZa OH 3aBTpa NMpH-
efleT, HJIM BalleMy AAae — BeAb HEKOTOPBLIM M3 Bac
OH NMpPUXOAUTCA Asfeil. I He 3HAI0, KTO M3 BaC €ro
JeTH, a KTO HeT. MeHs mopakaeT, YTO Bbl MOXKETe
tak Geaobpa3Ho BectH cefsa B yyxom aome. CBasaTs
moero cayry! Ecau on or mens yiiner, Bul Gynere
BHHOBATEI.

JleT ropA4o HageAnuch, 4To BJOK M B camom
nene yiaer. Kak 6n110 661 3amMeuaTenbHo, ecad 6wl
3TOT TYXOil THN ¢ MacKooOpasHoil ¢H3HOHOMME
ybpasca u3 aoma. Ouu GuLUIH yBepeHEI, YTO OH TOXA-
creperan Tummu. On GyAeT NMPOAO/KATh BBIHIOXH-
BaTh, NOKA He MNOJACTPOHT KaKyIO-HHOYAbL NaxocThb
TUMMH WIH KOMY-HUOYAb M3 HUX. ’

Onnaxo Ha caexyomee yrpo Baok 6b11 Bce ewue
TyT. OH BOLIEN B KJACCHYIO KOMHATY C 3aBTDPaKOM.
JIuno ero 6bLIO MOYTH TaKMM ke OecCTPacTHBIM,
Kak Bceraa. On Gpocui 3106HBIA B3rasaa HA YepHs-
BOTO.

— Cwmotpy, Gyas noOOCTOpOXKHEe, — CKas3ajl OH
KaKMM-TO CTPAHHO THUXHM rojocom. — CmoTpu B
o6a. B oguH u3 Gmmxaiiumx gHeit ¢ Toboit MOKeT
KOe-4YTO NPHMKJIIOYHThCA. Jla U ¢ 3Toit cobakoii Toxke.
5 3nalo, uTO y Bac ecth cofaxa, noHATHO? MeHa He
obmanere!

JeTH HMYEro He OTBEeTHJHM, HO IEPErJIAHYJHUCH
Mexay coboii. YepHABBINA MIMPOKO YJABIOHYJICA U Be-
ceso 3afapafaHuI JIOKKOM IIO CTOJY.

111



— TemMHnle, cTpalluHBIe, YXKACHbIe yrpoadesll —
cKasan oH. — TrI Toke nobeperucs, Baok. Byaeius
elle NBITATLCA Pa3HIOXMBATH TYT, ONATH Oynelub
cBA3aH M A onATh Mory Tela ykycuts. TyT 3apaHee
HMKTO HHMYero He MOXKeT cKasaTb. Hampumep, ce-
FORHA YTPOM MOM 3yOhl BIIOJIHE K 3TOMY I'OTOBEI.

OH ockamunca Ha Bioka, KoTopelif He cKasas B
OTBeT HH CJIOBA, NMPUTBOPHUBIUMCH, YTO HHUYEro He
CABIIAJ. 34TeM OH BhILUEJ M THXO IPMTBOPHJ 3a
coBoit nBeps.

— IIporuBHEIA THN, BepHO? — BOCKJIHMKHYJ
Yepusasniit. Ho xopmx Oblia JOBOJIBHO CHJBHO
BcrpeBokeHa. OHa Gosasaace Bioka. B ero yskux
rjaasax TawjaoCh YTO-TO XOJIOAHOE, XMTPOe U CKBep-
Hoe. Eit crpaimiHo xoresock BBI3BOJMTH THMMH H3
3TOro A0Ma.

B aT0 yTpO OHa nepeHecja CTpawIHbIi oK. Yep-
HaBblt nogouen K Helt. OH GbLT B3BOJHOBAH.

— Caywaii! Kak Te6e npasurca? Tsoit orer 6y-
AeT XKUTh B Moell komHaTte. 51 nonkeHn Gyay cnaTs B
oaHoMt KomHare ¢ J[xyaumanoMm u Jukom. B ary ca-
my10 MEHYTY Baok u Capa yske neperacKHBaloT Bce
MOHM Beluu B HX KomHaTy. Hazgeioch, y Hac Gyzer
BO3MOXKHOCTBh [0 NpHE3Ra TBOEINO OTLA BLITALIHTH
TuMMu orTyaa.

— O! — Bockauknyaa Ixopaxk. — 5 nmoitay no-
CMOTPIO, He YAACTCA JH MHe CHIO JKé MHMHYTY 3a-
6paTts ero.

Ona yuuna, nenas BUA, YTO MAeT B KOMHATy Mb-
pubesn uto-To B3ATH. Ho Buok Bee emue Haxoamaca
B KomHaTe YepHsasoro. H ox nmpo6eut Tam Bce yTpo —
BCE YMCTHJI YTO-TO!

J>xopmx crpamiHo BoaHoBanack 3a Tummu. O
Gyner HemoyMeBaTh, NOYeMy OHA He NpHULIA 3a
HuM. Emy Oyzer He xBaTaTh eXeIHEBHOM mpory.i-
K. Bce yTpo OHa cioHANacs BO3JIe KOPHIODA, ITyTa-
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sAch B Horax y Capsl, KOTOpasA nepeTacKHBaa ONeX-
Oy H3 npeKHell KOMHAaThl YepHABOrO B KOMHATY
JoxynnaHa.

Biok Kak-TO CTPAaHHO TIIOrJAAABIBAN HAa
Mxopmx. O xoausn npuxpamMeiBas, YTOGLI Bce
BHJAENH, YTO y Hero GOJHT HOra H3-3a yKyca.
Haxkonen, oH BmIea M3 KOMHaThl, H JIKopaxk
MHIoM yctpemuiack Tyxa. OgHako Biaok nourn
cpa3y e BEepHYJCHA, TAK 4YTO OHA GBICTPO mepe-
mia B KOMHatry Moapubean. Biaok cHoBa yuuen
M 3amaral o KOPHMAODPY, M CHOBA AeBO4YKA B
OTYAAHHMM KHHyJach B KOMHarty YepHsaBOro.

Ho ona He ycnena nayxe OTKpBITH ABEPLy NJAATA-
Horo mKada, kak BJok cHOBa BepHyJICA.

— Y710 THI Aenaells B 3TOil KoMHaTe? — pe3Ko
crnpocus oH. — §I He [IA TOro BCce YTPO ee YHUCTHII,
4yT06BI MO3BOJHUThL AETAM OMATH YCTPOHTH 3Aech Gec- .
nopaxok! Y6upaiica orcional

Jxopax BRILILIA M CHOBA CTaJla KJAATh, KOraa
yiiaer Baok. Cxopo eMy npuaeTcA 3aHATHCA JIeH-
yem! Hakonen on yzanmaca. J[»KOpIK DHHYyJIach K
ABepH, Beayuie#t B komHaty YepHaBoro, ropAa He-
TeprieHUeM BHIBeCTH OoTTyaa TuMMu.

Ho oTkpuITh aABeps OHAa He Morja. JIseper GbLia
3amnepra, a KJawo4 Biaok yHec ¢ coboiil



) I'JIABA TPHHAMIIIATASA
BeaHas Aoxkopaik!

Jxopaxx 6bljia B IIOJTHOM OTYaAHUMU. ¥ Hee GbLIO
TaKoe OLUYLUEHHE, CJOBHO el CHHTCA KOLLUMAaPHBLII
.coH. OHa nowsa uckars Yepuasoro. OH 611 B KOM-
Hate J[)KyamaHa, pAAOM C ee COOCTBEHHOH KOMHa-
TOit, MBLI PYKH nepex JIeH4YeM.

— Caymait, — obpaTuiach OHa K HeMy, — MHe
NpUAETCA TNPOHMKHYTh B IOTAMHOM TOHHENb TEM
nmyTeM, KaKMM ThHl B IepBHIA pa3 BOAWJ HAC TyAa.
Hy, anaews, 4yepe3 TOT MaJIeHbKHil KaGMHETHK TBO-
€ro oTIA, Ile B CTeHaX €CTh PA3JBIIKHEIE ITAHENH.

— OTO HEBO3MOXXHO, — OTBEeTHJ YepHABHIN C
TpeBoroit B ronoce. — OH celfuac noas3yercs 31O
KOMHaTo# M roroB Oyzer yOHTH KaXKIOro, KTO IO-
npobyeT TyAa NMPOHUKHYTb. ¥ HEro TaM OIMCAHHUA
BCEX €ro ONLITOB, OH NPHUrOTOBMJ MX, YTOOHI MOKAa-
3aTh TBOEMY OTLLY.

— A MHe Bce paBHO, — cKasana J[»KOpaX B OT-
yasHUU. — MHe BO uTO GBI TO HH CTAJO HAJAO TYAA
npobpatecal THuMMH MOXKeT yMmepeTs ¢ roaoay!

— 910 Tummu-Tol Jla OH npoXKUBET, JIOBA KPhIC
B rnepexogax, — Bo3pa3uja YepHaBbiil. — A yGex-
xeH, yro TuMMu Bcerga cymeer 3a ceGsa nMocToATh!

— Hy, B TakoM ciyuyae OH yMpeT OT KaXAbl, —
TBepauna csoe J[xopmx. — B atux moraitHeIX ne-
pexoaax HeTr BOAbI, ¥ ThI 3TO MPEKPACHO 3Haellb!

Jxopmk Gblia HACTOJBLKO BCTPEBOXKEHA, YTO BO
BpeMA JIeHYa MOoYTH He morja ectb. OHa pewuuna
KaKkMM-HHOyap o6pazoM nmpoOpaTeCA B TOT MaJieHb-
KUt KabuHeT ¥ nonpo6oBaTh OTKPLITh OTBEPCTHE B
CTeHe, CKPBITOe 3a naHeaaMu. Toraa oHa MpoCcKOJb-
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3Her B 3TO oTrBepcTHe M mobeperca 10 Tummu. Yro
6Bl HH CAYYMJIOCH, eli 6hLIO BAXKHO OOHO — 3aIlojy-
yuts TuMMH.

«JIpyruM HHYEro He CKaXy, — AyMaJa OHa Ipo
cefi, — a TO HAYHYT NBITATHCA MEHA OCTAHOBUTH
MM TMIPEeAJIOKAT CAeNaTh 3TO BMECTO MEHS, a A B
JaHHOM CJiydae HUKOMY He Bepi0 — TOJIBLKO cebe ca-
moit. TuMMH — Mol mec, A ero M cnacy».

" TIlocne neHua Bce mowuan B KomHaty J[Kysanana
obcyauTh cutyauuo. JPKOpMK ToXe nouuia, HO Ye-
pe3 HeCKOJIbKO MMUHYT OCTaBHJa pebAaT.

— Ceituac BepHyCch, — CKa3ajia OHa, BLIXOAA M3
KOMHATEI.

OHu He ofpaTMiM HA Hee BHUMAHHUA M IIPOAOJI-
xanu obcy:knath crioco6ul criaceHusa Tummu. Ilo-
Jy4aJioChb U B CAMOM JeJie TaK, YTO eAMHCTBEHHBLII
crioco§ — 3TO MPOHUKHYTH B KAOMHET M NOMNBITATH-
cA He3daMeTHO npobpaTbcA B NMOTAMHOI nepexon.

— Ho Tawm ceituac paGoraer Mol OTYMM, — CKa-
3an YepHasnlii. — U A He yAUBIIOCH, €CJIH, YXOAA,
OH 3amnMpaer ABePh Ha KJIKOY.

Ixopmx He Bo3Bpainaiack. MHUHYT uyepe3 ne-
cATh AHH Ha4Yasa BCJAYX BRIDAXKATH YAUBJIEHHe.

— Yem moxker GuITh ceituac 3anara »xopmx?
ITocsie ee yxona mpoLILTO y)Ke HABEPHAKA MUHYT Je-
CATb.

— HasepHoe, mnouwuia npoBepuTs, 3anepra Ju Bce
elle MOA NpeXHAA KOMHaTa, — cKasan YepHABbI
u Bctan. — Iloiiay morasuky, He BUAHO JIK ee rie-
HUOGY b TTOGIH30CTH.

Het, ee Hurze He 6mu10 BuaHO. IIpamo kax
CKBO3b 3eMui0 nposanuaacs! Ee He 6b110 B KOpHAO-
pe, BeAyllleM K KOMHaTe YepHABOro; B caMoil KOM-
Hate ee OBITh He MOIJIO, TAK KaK OHAa Bce erue GbLia
sanepra. B komHate Mapubesn ee ToxKe He OKa3sa-
JIOCB.
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Yepuasblif 3arjaHys B COGCTBEHHYIO KOMHATY
Jxopmx — Ty, 4TO OHA Aenmaa ¢ AHH. Ho u tam
66110 mycTo. OH CITYCTHJICA IO JIECTHHUIIE M NOKUCKAJ
HEeMHOXKKO TaM. J[xopmx He 6bUIO HUTrAeE.

B nonHOM HeJOYMEHMH OH BePHYJCA K OCTAaJb-
HBIM.

— Hurpe He Mory ee HaliTH, — cKasajl OH. —
Kyna ona sanponactunace?

AHH BCTPeBOXXWJIACh. OTOT AOM TaKOil cTpaH-
HBIfl, TAKHE HENOHATHBIE BEIUM TYT IPOMCXOAMAT...
E#t oueHs xorenoch, uToOnl J[XKOpMK mpuuLIa NO-
CKopee.

— VYK He mouLIa JH OHA B TOT MaJIeHBKHI Ka-
6uHeTHK, KaxK Bul aymaetre? — cnpocua sapyr JxKy-
auaH. 91o 66L10 GBI OYeHb moxowke Ha JKopmx —
B3ATh U PHHYTBCA IIPAMO B JIOroBo 3sepsl

— O6 3Tom a He nmogymana, — npuaHaaca Yepus-
BeIft. — OueHs riymno ¢ Moeit croponsl. Iloliny no-
CMOTDIO.

OH crycTHICA IO JIGCTHHLE M OCTOPOXKHO IOAO-
wes K KabuHety orua. MaIbYMK THXO OCTAHOBMJICA
nepej 3aKphITOIl ABepbIO U npucayiwuaaca. A3uyrpu
He JOHOCHMJOCH HM 3ByKa. HTepecHO, TaMm ero orery
uau Her? ManbyMK Hayaa MEICJIEHHO rajaTb, 4TO
Jydille — OTKPHITh ABEPh M 3arjJAHYTh B KOMHATY
UK cHavasa nocrydars. OH peruna nocryyats. Ec-
JH OTell OT30BeTCA HA CTYK, OH ycneer B36exaTb
BBEpPX I10 JIECTHHMLE Npexae, YeM OTKPOETCHA ABEpb,
Tak 4TO oren He Gymer 3HaTh, Koro OpaHuUTH 3a TO,
YTO €My IOMELLAJIH.

OH nocTyyan — ABa 4YeTKHX yaapa: cTyk! cTyk!

— KT0 Tam? — ycanlluan oH pa3fgpakeHHBI! ro-
Jaoc orunma. — Boliaute! OcTaBAT MeHA HaKOHell B
noxkoe?!

YepHABLIA MHIOM BaJeTe] BBEpX IO JECTHHLE H
nouren K peGaram.
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— JIDxopax He moker OniTh B KabuHeTe, — CO-
obuma oH. — Tam Moit oTuuM, H, CyAA MO rosocy,
OH He B CAMOM JIyYIlIeM DACMNOJIOXKeHHH ayXa.

— Torna rae ke oHa Moxer ObiTh? — cKasan
IxxynuaH, y)xKe ABHO HAYABIUMIl BOJHOBATHCA. —
Yrto 3a MaHepa HucYe3aTh, He CKa3aB HaM, Kyda
uner. OHa HaBepHAKA rae-HUGyab TyT, MoGJIHU30CTH.
Hanexko or TMuMMH OHA HHKYJA He yizerT.

Bce BmecTe OHHM f00pOCOBECTHO OOBICKAIH JOM,
3arJIAHYJM Ja)Ke Ha KyxHio. TaM cuzen u yuran ra-
sery Bunok.

— Yrto BaM Hy»xHO? — cnpocun oH. — Brmpo-
yeM, 4t0 OBl BaM HH TpeboBasOCh, Bhl BCE PABHO
JTOrO He IOoJy4YHTEe.

— Or 1e6Aa HaM peLLINTEeSLEHO HUYEro He HYKHO, —
ckasan Yepusasuif. — Kaxk TBoa GeaHas yKylleH-
HaAa Hora?

Biaok mocMoTpen Ha HHX C TAKOi Henpusa3-
HBIO, YTO OHH IIOCIIELIHO PETHPOBAJHCHL M3 KyX-
HU. YepHaBui#t ocTaBua Ha crpaxe xyauana u
Juka, a caM NMOAHAJICA B Ty 4YacTh AOMA, rae Io-
MELIAJUCh KOMHAThl MNPHUCAYTH —  MOJKeT,
Jxopax caydalino okaxerca Tam? OH moHuMmal,
4YTO 3TO — TrJYNasa uAes, HO rae-to e JlKopax
nomxHa O6eina GmTh!

Paaymeerca, Tam ee He 6uL10. leT, noMpayHes,
BEPHYJHKCh B KOMHaTy J[)Kyauana.

— Oror raakuit fom! — BOCKJMKHYJ B CepALIax
>xynanan. — Bor y»x He Mory ckasartb, 4To6bI MHe
3nech HpaBwiIOCh. IIpocTr, YepHABBIN#, HO 3TO BeCh-
Ma CTPAHHOE MeCTO, ¥ OHO BBHI3LIBAET B AYllIe KaKoe-
TO HEMOHATHOE OLLYIUEHHE.

Yepuanrifi HUYYTH He obuzesca.

— O, a ¢ 1060l NMOJHOCTBLIO COrJaceH, — CKa-
3an oH. — Y MeHA caMoro Bceraa GbLIO TakKoe
e 4yyBCcTBO. To Ke camoe omyiralor mama 1 Ma-
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pubenn. ExuHCTBEeHHBIN, KOMYy OH HDaBHMTCA, —
3TO MOl OTYHMM.

— I'ne axe pee-raku JHxopmx? — cripocusia AHH., —
51 Bce muITalock coOBpa3uThL, 'Ae OHA MOXKeT OBIThb.
ExuHcTBEHHOE MECTO, O KOTOPOM MOXKHO HAaBePHAKA
CKa3aTh, YTO TaM ee HeT, — 3TO KalHHeT TBOero orT-
yuma. Haxxe I>xopmx He pemumnach 6bl Tyaa BOHTH,
KOrjga TaM TBOM OTYHM.

Ho AnH ommuGanacs. HMeHHO KabuHer M GbLa
TeM CAMBIM MECTOM, I'ié B JAHHBLIA MOMEHT HaXOIH-
nace JHxopmx.

HleBouka pelrumsa, 4TO caMoe Jydllee — 3TO I10-
NBITATLCA TYAA NPOHHKHYTHL M IIOROXKAATb, IIOKAa
NpPeACTABUTCA CJAydail OTKPHITH OTBEPCTHE 3a mepe-
ABHXKHOI naHenb0. OHA TMXOHBKO IPOCKOJb3HYJa
BHH3, NepeceKJia X0J/UI K MOoTporaia pydky xKabuue-
Tta. [{seps Gulia 3anepra.

— Bor Hesagayal — B OTYAAHMM BOCKJMKHYJA
xopax. — Bce nporuB MeHs u Tummu. Kak xe
MHe TyAa BodTH? 310 npocTo Heobxoaumo!

Ilpoiiga yepe3 GOKOBYIO ABEepL PAAOM ¢ KabGuHe-
TOM, OHA OYYTHUJACh B MAJICHbKOM JBODHKEe, Ha KO-
TOpHIA BHIXOAMJIO OKHO KabuHera. MoXXHO JM npo-
HUKHYTB B Hero orcona?

HeT, OKHO 6BIJIO MEpPeropo)XeHo pellueTKoi, Tak
4TO M 3TO UCKJIIOYaNoch. JleBouKa BepHyach Ha3ax,
pasMbILLIAA, KaK xopowuo 6bL1o 6B HANTH KJlod,
KOTOPBIM MOXKHO 6bLIO GBI OTKPHITH ABepb. Ho KJio-
ya HUrge He ObLIO BUAHO.

Bapyr oHa ycasnuana rogoc mucrepa Jlenyapa B
KOMHAaTe, PacrnoJIOXKeHHONH Ha APYroM KOHLE XOJuIa.
B nanuke J[>KOpAK NPUIIOAHANA KDBILIKY CTOAB-
mero pAaoM GOJIBLIONO AepPeBAHHOrO CYHAYKAa H I10-
crelrHO 3apanach B Hero. 3aKpeIB 3a coBoit KphIl-
Ky, OHa CTaJIa HA KOJICHM M NPHHANACH XkAaaThk. Cep-
Aue ee ydaiueHHO GIiock.
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Mucrep Jlenyap npoiuen yepe3 X0JUI, HapasJs-
ACH B CBOM KabHHeT.

— ¥ npurorosaio Bce, YTOOBI NMOKA3aTh MOEMY
rocTio, KOraa OH npueaer, — KPMKHYJI OH XKeHe. —
IToxkanyiictra, He TpeBOXKb MeHA. I OGyay oueHs,
OYeHb 3AHAT.

JDxopmox yeaellnana 3ByKH BCTABJIAEMOrO B 3a-
MOK KJIO4Ya, MOBOpPOT KJiloua. JIBepsr OTKpnLiach M
CO LIEJKAIOLUMM 3BYKOM 38KPBLIACH.

Oanako u3HyTpH ee GoJjblue He 3anupaim.
CroAa Ha KOJEHAX B TEMHOM CyHAyKe, J[xopaix
obaymeiBana nojaoxkerHue. Eif Bo uro 61 TO HM
CTaJI0 HAAO NPOHHKHYTh B KabuHer. Croap xe
TBEPAO OHA DelIHJia 4Yepe3 MNOTailHoe oTBepcTHe
nonactTs B TOT NepexoA, rae Haxoaurca Tum.
9ToT nepexox BeJ OT KabHHeTa K NpeXxHeH Crajb-
He YepHABOro, M rge-To B 3TOM Iepexoae Haxo-
anaca Tummu.

Ona ewe He 3Hana, 4yto Gyaer ZenaTh nocje TO-
ro, Kax sanoay4ur Tummu. Moxxer, YepHABLI OT-
BeJET ero K Komy-Hubyab, KTO COTJIACUTCA MPHCMOT-
peTs 3a HUM, — K KOMY-HUOyap, KTo sKuBeT Ha OT-
TOPTHYTOM XOJIMe.

Eit 6bu10 cablluHO, KaK Kauuiser mucrep Jleny-
ap, wejxecT Kakux-to 6ymar. IlotoM ona ycaslua-
Ja, KaK, LWIeJKHYB, OTKDBIJIACh ¥ 3aKPbLIach ABEP-
ua Kaxoro-ro mkada. Mucrep Jlenyap siBHO Gula
sanAT!

Bapyr on ¢ pocagoit uto-To ckasan. OHa ycibl-
wana pasgpakeHHBIA rojioc, MPOroBOPUBLUHI 4YTO-
TO noxokee Ha «Kyza e s ato 3acyHyn?».

IlIotoM aBepsr OTBODHMJACHL, M COBEDILUEHHO HEO-
WugaHHO Mucrep JleHyap BeIIes M3 KOMHATHI.
J>xop/k eaBa ycnena NPUKPHTL KPLILIKY CYHAYKA,
KOTOPY1I0 OHA YyTb-4yTh NPHUIIOZHAAA, YTOORI BIy-
CTUTh B CYHAYK XOTh HEMHOIO YMCTONO BO3AyXaA.
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Hposka, OHa CHOBA CTAJda HA KOJEHH B CYHAYKe.
Mucrep JleHyap npouea MMUMO H IepeceK XOJL1.

Tyt dxopax nonsua: et npeacrasaaerca yaol-
Helk cayyaiil Mucrep Jlenyap, Bo3amoxxHO, Gyzaer or-
CYTCTBOBATh HECKOJBKO MMHYT, YTO IO3BOJHT eif
nepeABMHYTh mNaHear B creHe. OHA OTKHMHyJa
KDHILUKY CYHAYKA, OBICTPO BLINDBITHYJIA OTTYZAA U
Gerom Opocuiiack B KaOuHer. TaM OHa NpPAMHKOM
IOAOLILIA K TOMY MECTY, r'Ae YepHABHIM HaXuMas
Ha NaHeJH.

Oanako He ycriesa OHAa NMPOBECTH MAJBIAMH IO
raaakoit xy6GoBoit KocKe, KaK paszaauch LIard BO3-
BpaILaoLIeroca Mucrepa JleHyapa: OH OTCYTCTBOBAJ
Kakux-HHOyab MOJIMHHYTHI.

Beauaa I»xopa)x B nMaHHKe Hayajla O3HPATHCA
BOKDYr, He HalAerca JH MeCTe4YKO, I'Ae MOXKHO
cnparaTtbcA. Boane oaHoM cTeHBl croan Gonbluoit
auBaH. JDXOpMK NpOKpaaachk Tyaa, 3abpaiach 3a
CNHHKY AMBAHA, rle CKPIOYWIach Tak, 4Tobbl ee He
6uL10 BUAHO. EnBa OHA ycnena cnpATaThCA, KAK MHU-
crep JleHyap BOlIE B KOMHATY, 3aKDPbLI ABEPh M
ycesca 3a MUCbMeHHBIH cToi. OH 3a)ker CTOABIUYIO
Ha croJie GoNbIIYIO JJAMITY M CKJOHWICA HajJ KaKu-
MH-TO JOKYMEHTaMH.

Jxopmk Gossach JaXke AbIIUIATH — BAPYT MMC-
Tep Jlenyap ycannuur! Cepaue ee KOJOTHIOCH O pe-
6pa, ¥ eif Ka3ajaoch, YTO OHA NMPOM3BOAUT IIPH 3TOM
crpaluHblif wyM. 3a AMBAHOM OBUIO y>KacHO Hey-
Ro6HO, HO ABMTaThHCA OHA He pellalach.

Yro xe eit genats? — nomasna oHa ceGe rososy.
IIpocuaers 3aech BOT TaK HECKOJBKO 4acoB GbL10 GBI
cymuM Kommapom! Yro moxymaror pe6ara? Ckopo
OHM HAYHYT €e MCKAaThb.

A oHHM yxe Havanu. B aror cameuili momeHT Yep-
HABLIA CTOAJ TepeA ABepbIO, PA3MBILLIAA, BONTH
Ju cpa3y, WIH CHavasna mnocrydyars. OH yaapun
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asaxkasl: cTyk! ctyk! — u JDKOpaK Tak M MOACKO-
YuJIa OT yJKaca.

Ona ycaslluana HeTeprneauBhlii rosoc Mucrepa
Jlenyapa:

— Kro tam? Boltanrel OcTaBAT I MEHA HaKO-
Hell B rIoKoe?

Otsera He nocaenoBano. Hukro He Bowmen. Muc-
Tep JleHyap CHOBa KPDHKHYJ:

— 51 xe cxkasan — soligurel

Cuosa Hukaxoro orsera. OH nogoiuen K ABepH U
cepaUTO ee pacnaxHyja. CHapy»KHM HHKOIo He OKasa-
Joch. YepHABRIN cpasy ke B3JieTeJsl BBepPX IO JIECT-
HHLE.

— HasepHoe, onaTs 3T HagoeAIUBBIE AeTn]l —
npobGopmoTtan muctep Jlenyap. — Hy Huuero, ecan
KTO-HHOYAL M3 HHUX ONATh IOXOMAET, IOCTYYMT, &'
oTOM yZAeper, A Halay cnocol, KaK HX HAKa3aThb.
I[Ipuka)xy He BCTABATH C MOCTEJIH H MOCAXKY Ha XJaeb
¢ Bogoiil )

CngimHo 6u1710, 4TO OH B3GereH. Jxopmx npen-
nowia 6B HAXOAUTBLCA I'Ae YrOAHO, TOJIBKO HE B €ro
kabuHere. Yto 6Bl OH cKasal, ecan Ol y3HaJI, YTO
OHa celiyac B KaKux-HUOyab Tpex MM 4yeThipex Qy-
Tax oT Hero?

Mucrep JleHyap ¢ nmosyaca paGoran, a GeaHara
J>xopuk YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK Bce Gosbile HeMeeT y Hee
BCE TEJIO; CHAETHh 3a JUBAHOM CTAHOBMJIOCH Bee Gosiee
u Gosee Heyao6HO. Bapyr oHa ycabilana, 4To MHC-
Tep JleHyap 3eBHYJI. Y Hee CpPa3y HEMHOXKKO OTJIErJIO
ot cepaua. Moxxer, oH B3apemHer? BoT 61110 GBI 3710-
poso! Toraa oHa cMoxxeT BRIGPATHECA M3-3a AMBAHA U
nonpofoBaTh OTHICKATH NOTalHON npoxox.

Mucrep Jlenyap cHoBa 3eBHyJ. IIoToM OH OTO-
ABMHYN GyMaru B CTOPOHY M HANPABWICA K JUBAHY.
OH yJercs ¥ NPHKPBUT HOTH IUIEAOM. YCTpauBaJICH
OH TaK, CJIOBHO COOMPAJICA XOPOLUEHLKO I0CNaTh.
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JuBaHHBIE TMPYXHHEI 3aCTOHAJM IOA HHUM.
J>xopmK ONATH MOMBITANACH 3aTAUTh AbIXaHue, 6o-
fACb, YTO Tenepb, KOraa OH Tak GIIH3KO OT Hee, OH
YCABILLIMT.

Bckope mo ee cryxa goHecsaock: mucrep Jlenyap
THXOHbLKO BcxpanHya. IloroM eure m ewme pas. Ou
cnan! J[)KOpAM BBEDKAAJA HECKOJBKO MHHYT. Xpan
TNPOAOJIKAJICA, Ternepb HEMHOXKO OoJjiee IpOMKHIA.
Hy Tteneps-T0o, BePOATHO, MOXHO CIIOKOMHO BbLIE3-
TH K3 notaiHoro ybexuma?

JIxopmx Hayasa OYeHb TMXO M OCTOPOXKHO JBH-
raThbCA ¥ MOHEMHOMXKKY go0pajnach A0 KOHLIA AMBaHa.
IToroM ¢ TpyaoM OHa BbLIE3/Ja H3-3a AHMBAHHOM
cnuHKH. Xpan NnpoaoJnKaJcs.

OHa BBINPAMWJIACH, HA LBLINIOYKAX MOAOLLIA K
NepeABHIKHON MMAHEJH M HAYala B Pa3HBIX MeCTax
HARKHMAaTh NaJbLAMH, ILITAACH HALLYIIATh Ty TOY-
Ky, KOTOpas NpUBOAMJIA MaHeab B ABMikeHue. Ho
HAaliTH 3Ty TOYKY el HMKaK He yaasasock. Ot BoJ-
HeHH# JIMIO ee 3aJWJIOCh KpacKoil. Bpocus mckoca
B3rJIAA Ha cnAluero mucrepa JleHyapa, oHa npogoJ-
Jaja JUXOPaAOYHO TPYAMTHLCA HaA naHeanio. Iae
JKe, Hy rjie e 3TO MEeCTO, KOTOpoe Haf0 HaXKaTnb?

M Bapyr 3a ee criuHOM pa3faJiCA CypOBBIH I0JIOC.
OT HeOXKMAAHHOCTH JeBOYKA TAK H IOACKOYMJIA.

— Hy u 4t0 THI, MO MaJBYMK, TYT Aenaeiun?
Kax ThI cMeewb 3aX0OAUTh B MOl KaOHHET M XO03:AM-
HUYaTh TyT?

Jl>xopmxk noBepuyaack. Ilepen Heit crosan mucrep
Jlenyap. OH Bcerga mpuMHMMAN ee 3a MAaJIbYMKA.
Ona He 3HaJsa, 4YTO cKa3aTh. Bua y Hero GbL1 yakac-
HO pacCcepyKeHHbIH, a KOHYHK Hoca yike nobeses.

Ixopmx ucnyramacs. Ona Gpocunace Gerom K
ABepH, HO MucTtep JIeHyap CXBaTHUJ ee Mpexae, YeM
OHAa ycresa ee OTKpPhITh. YxBaTub JKopaK 3a 1UH-
BOPOT, OH M30 BCEH CHJILI €e BCTPAXHYJI.
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— Thl 4TO 2TO Aenan B MoeM KabuHere? 31O Thbl
cTy4yasa B Asepb, & notoM yaupan? Tel Haxoxuiub
3TO OCTPOYMHBIM — BBIKMALIBATH Taxkue Homepa?
Ckopo mnojiMelllb, YTO CMEIIHOIMO TYT MaJo, A TebA
npoyuyl!

OH OTKpBUT ABEPb M 'POMKO KPMKHYJI:

— Buaok! Aau cional Capa, ckaxku Biaoky, 4To oH
MHe HYKeH.

Bsok npuiuen u3 KyxH4. JIMNo ero, KaK Bceraa,
HUYEero He BeIpaxkasio. Mucrep Jlenyap uTo-T0 OBIC-
TpO Hamucan Ha Kjouke 6GyMaru M Aaj eMy NMpOYH-
TaTth. BJIOK IpoYes U KUBHYJI I'OJIOBOM.

— §1 Benen emy orsecTH Te6A B TBOIO KOMHATY,
3arnepeTh M OCTATOK AHA HHYEro He JaBaTh, KpoMe
xJyefa ¥ BOALI, — APOCTHO nMporoBopua muctep Jle-
Hyap. — 9310 Haydur 1e6sa, Kax BecTH ceba B Gyay-
weM. Eme Kakyo-HubGyab riIynocTh BhIKHHEIUb, H
A cOGCTBEHHOPYYHO Te0sA BHINOPIO.

— Motk oren; Gyaer He CIMILIKOM AOBOJIEH, KOrAa
y3HaeT, YTO Bhl MEHA BOT TAK HaKasblBaere, — Ha-
yana apoxxauum ronocom Dxopmx. Ho mucrep Jle-
Hyap TOJBbKO A3BHUTEJIbHO YCMEXHYJICH.

— Baaop! IToroau, noka OH YCJBIIUHT OT MEHA
Mpo TBOM BHIKpPyTachl. I yBepeH, YTO OH MOJHOCTBIO
MEHA NMOAAEPKHUT. A Tenepb MAH, U A0 3aBTpa Tebe
He pa3pellaeTcA BBIXOAMTH M3 CBOeil KOMHaThl. f1
caM M3BMHIOCH 3a TelGA mepea TBOMM OTLIOM, KOrga
OH MpHeAeT.

Baok npenposoaun Geausary xopax nasepx. Ox
ObL1 pag BO3MOYKHOCTH HAKa3aTh XOTh KOro-HuOyab
u3 gereit. Ilogoitna K aBepAM KOMHAaTHI, J[Kopmk
KPHKHYyJIa OCTAJIbHBIM pebATaM, HAXOAMBILUMMCA B
komHare JxyauaHa, pAOM C ee KOMHATOM.

— Hxynuan! Mux! Ilomornte muel Ckopee! Ilo-
morurel
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T'JIABA YETHIP TAA
BecsMa cTpaHHas Belb

Jxyanan, JIMK X Bce OCTAIbHBIE TOTYAC BLICKO-
YUK M YCNeJHX YBHAETh, KaK BJIOK rpy6o TOJKHYJ
I>xopaox B ee KOMHATY M 3amep 3a Heil ABepb.

— J#t Bull Yt0o BHI genaere? — BO3MYILIEHHO
KpukHya JDxyanax.

Baok He ofpaTus Ha Hero HMKAaKOro BHHMaA-
HHMA M NMOBepHyJcA, 4Tolnl yiitu. I)KyamaH cxsa-
THJ ero 3a PYKYy M FPOMKO KPMKHYJ €My NpAMO
B yXO:

— Orxpoiite cuio ke MUHYTY 3ty aBepbl Bel
canttuute?

Biok HMYeM He BBIAAJ, CJABILIAJX OH Hau HeT. On
crpaxHya c ceba pyky JxysimuaHa, HO MAJILYMK CHO-
Ba BLIEMHJICA B HEro, HAYMHAA CEPANUTHCA.

— Mucrep Jlenyap npuKasan MHe HAKa3aTh 3Ty
AEeBOYKY, — npou3Hec Biok, mornsaaeiBaa Ha J[Ky-
JIMaHa CBOMMH XOJOAHBIMH Y3KMMH IJIa3aMH.

— A Hy-Ka, OTKpoiiTe ary ABepb, — CKOMAaHJO-
Basn J[PKyaMaH M MONBITAJICA BRIXBATHUTL KJIIOY H3
pyk Buoka. BHe3anmHO TOT NMOAHAJ PYKY H yAapui
Jxynuana ¢ Taxolt cuiolt, YTO TOT OTJEeTeN Yy Th JU
He Ha CepefUHY IJIOLIATKH.

Jxynuan He 6Ge3 cTpaxa IOCMOTPeJ eMy BCJex.

— Bor 3Bepioral — BOCKJHKHYJ OH. — Cuien
Kak Jomaasl Dxopmx, IHKOPAXK, YTO CAYydNIoch?

J>xopmx cepAMTO 3aroBOpMaa M3-3a 3amneproi
asepu. OHa pacckasana pe6atam Bce. OHM cayLuanu
MoJa4a.

— He noseauno tebe, [xopak, — ckasan Juk. —
Beanan Tel Hawma aesuymukal ¥ Hano ke 6b110 BCe-
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MY 3TOMY CJOYYHMTHCA B TOT CAMBI# MOMEHT, KOraa
Thl HALYTILIBAJIA OTBEPCTHE, BeAyllee B noraltHol
xonl

— 1 noJuKeH M3BMHHUTHCA 3a CBOErO OTYMMAa, —
ckasan Yepuasnlit. — ¥V Hero KomMapHhuIf xapax-
Tep. Ho Bce-Taku oH He ctax On Tak ¢ Toboit ofpa-
warTecsa, ecau Oul 3Hau, 4TO TH Aesouka. OH Beas
BCE BpeMA NPUHHUMAET TelA 3a MaIbYHKa.

— Hda MHe HarUleBaTh, — cKasana JKopmx. —
MHe HamneBaTs Ha Jio0bie Hakasanua. Ecau 6b1 a
He BonHoBanachk Tak 3a Tummul Hy uro x, kKak
BHIHO, MHE NPHAETCA TOPYATh TYT, NOKA MEHA He
BBITYCTAT 3aBTpa. Huuero M3 Toro, uro Biok mHe
NMpHHeceT, A ecTh He 6yAy — TaK eMy M nepenaiire.
He xenaio Gosnbliie BUAETH €r0 OTBPATHTENbHYIO hu-
auoHOMMIO!

— A Kakx e a ceroaHsa 6yay cnarh? — Hauasia
HbITh AHH. — Bexb Bce MoM Bem y Te6A B KOMHa-
e, JLKOPIK.

— Tele npuaeTca craTh y MeHs, — CKa3aja Ma-
morKka Mapubenn, BHIrIAAeBLIAA OYEeHb MCIyraH-
Hoit. — 51 mory aaTth Tebe HouHyl0 pybawuky. O I'oc-
moau, 4To cKaxer oren Jxopaxk, Koraa npuener?
Haneiocb, OH NONMPOCHMT HEMEeNJEeHHO OCBOGOAHMTHL
Ixop k.

— Her, HUYEro MOXoXero OT Hero He XXAUTe, —
saaswia Jxxopax. — OH npocTo peluT, YTO Ha Me-
HA HAllleJl OAMH M3 MOHX IPHUCTYIIOB AYPHOIO Ha-
crpoenns, u OyaeT BOBCe He IMPOTHUB TOro, 4Tolbl Me-
Ha Haka3aTh. O I'ocnogu, Kak 6kl f1 xoTena, YTOOHI
¥ Mama npuexainal

Pefata ouyens paccTpouauch u3-3a J[Kopmx, a
Takyke W u3-3a Tummu. Iloxowke, aena obcrosanm
BecbMa HeBayxHO. Koraa nogouuro spemsa nuTh yaif,
OHM HAINPABWINCh B KJIACCHYI0 KOMHaTty. Kak Gbl
UM XOTeJIoch OTHecTH JIPKOpAK XOTh KYCOYeK LUIOKO-

125



JIQIHOINO TOPTA, KOTODHI NOCTABHMJM JUIA HHX Ha
croJie.

Korna pebara yuutd nuth yaif, J[KOpAXK MoOYyB-
creoBana ceba ouyeHb OAMHOKOM. BhmlIO mATh yacos
aHA. O4yeHb X0TeN0Ch eCTh. XOTEJNOCh TAKIKEe MOCKO-
pee ysuaers Tummu. JleBouka Gulia paccep:keHa M
yyscTBOBasAa ceba HecuacTHO. Eit y:xacHO xoresnoch
KakuM-Hu6yas obpasom BuiGpathcs orcioga. Ona
NOJOLILIA K OKHY M BBLITJIAHYJIA HAPYXKY.

Ee KoMHaTa, TaK e KAK M NPEeXHAA KOMHATAa
YepHABOro, BBIXOAWJIA NPAMO HA YyTecoo0pa3HyIo
CTOpPOHY xoaMma. BHM3y TaHynach ropoacKas CTeHa,
orubasuas ropoa. OHa GblLna HEpPOBHOM, TO IOAHH-
MasacChb, TO OMyCKAaACh COOTBETCTBEHHO pesbedy Xoi-
Ma.

J>xkopAk NMOHMMAJIA, YTO COPHITHYTHh NPAMO M3
OKHA HA CTEHY HEeJb3A: MOXXHO CKATMTHCA BHHU3
¥ yroauTh B 60OJIOTO, NMpPOCTHpABLIEECA IIO4 CTe-
Hoit. OT10 O6unln0 O6nl yxkacHo. 1 Tyr oHa BApYr
BCIIOMHHJIA TIPO BEPEBOYHYIO JIECTHHLY, KOTOPOWM
OHHM NMOJIL30BAJINCH, KOTAA eKeHEeBHO CIYCKAaJHNCh
B LUAXTY.

Cuavana oHa Haxoxwiach B KOMHaTe MapuGeasn —
Jie)Kasia Ha IoJKe B 11Kady, HO ¢ Tex nop, Koraa ae-
Teil HaImyraj KTO-TO, NbITABIIMHCA IMOBEPHYTh Py4-
Ky ABepH, OHM peminau, 4To GedonacHee Gyaer xpa-
HUTH JecTHMLY B KoMHarte J[xopa»x: Bapyr Bisok
Ha4YyHeT LapUTh B KOMHaTe Mapubesn1 u HaTKHercs
Ha Hee. JKOpIK TailkoM IepeHecJsa JIeCTHHMLY K ce-
Ge B KOMHATY, CIIpATAJIa ee B YeMOAaH, a YeMOAaH
aanepJsia Ha KJIo4.

Tenepp APOXKALIMMHM OT BOJHEHHMA PYKaMM OHa
oTnepJja 4YeMOAAH M BBITALIMJIA M3 HEro JIeCTHHLY.
BrITh MOXKeT, ¢ ee MOMOLLLIO e yaacTes 6exars ye-
pe3 oKHO. Jlepka JIeCTHMLY B PyKaxX, OHa CHOBA BbI-
rAAHYJI& HAPYXKY.
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Ho Ha 3r0if cTOpOHe AOMA BCE OKHA BBIXOXMIN
Ha ropoAckyio creHy. KyxHsa, BeposATHO, pasmemia-
Jlach IIPAMO IOA ee KOMHaToM, Tak 4To Biok Moker
3aMeTHTh ee, Korga oHa OyAeT CIyCKaTbCA BHH3.
Her, Tax He noitaer. Ilpuaerca eit :xxars HacTyrIe-
HHUSA CyMeDeK.

Korpa pe6aTra BepHyaHCh, OHA 4Yepe3 ABEPb TH-
XOHBKO cOO0LIMIA MM, YTO cobHpaeTca caeaaTh.

— i cnymyces Ha cTeHy, npoligy no Hei#t Kakoe-
TO pacCTOAHHE, A IOTOM CHNpPBIrHY M npolepych B
IOM, — CKasaja OHa. — Bl y>x paspolyabTe ans
MeHA Kakylo-Hubyab eay, A 3axsady ee ¢ coboit. A
[I0TOM Be4YepoOM, KOrja BCe JIAryT CIaTh, f OIATh
npobepych B KabMHET M NONBITAIOCh HANTH BXOA B
noraifHO# TOHHeJb. MHe MOXKET B 3TOM IIOMO4Yb
Yepusasuiii. 1 BoT TOrna-to s Haxoner no6epyce A0
TuMMH.

— IlpasmnsHo, — opoGpun Yepnsasnlit. — Ho
npexJje 4YeM CITYCKAThLCA N0 BePeBOYHON JIeCTHHILE,
JOXKAUCH, NOKA JOCTATOYHO CTeMHeeT. BJIOK ymen K
cebe B KOMHATY: Y Helo CTpallHO pasbosenacs roso-
Ba, HO Capa u XappuaT Bce ewme B KyxHe. CoBceM
HH K 4yeMy, 4TOOn!l OHH TebA yBHIENH.

Hrak, Korga CyMepKM OKYTalH JAOM MATKOM
aunoBoOii 3aBecoi, J[MKOpPAMXK CHnycTHJACh M3 OKHAa
no BepeBOYHOH JectHuue. Eit mnonagoGunacs
JULIb YeTBePTaA 4YaCTh JECTHHULI — IJIA TAKOro
HeGONBILIOIO pACCTOAHMA BCA JecTHuMuHa GOblaa
canmKoM aauHHA. OHA NpuBA3ana ee K HOMXKaM
cBoeil Tsxenoi ay6oBoit KpoBaTH, a IIOTOM BBI-
Je3na 4Yepe3 OKHO M THXOHBKO CIIYCTHJACh IO Je-
CTHHILIE BHH3.

Ona MHHOBasa KyXOHHOE OKHO, KOTOpOe, K cya-
CThIO, 6LLIO Tenephb 3ALUTOPEHO, M OYEHb TOYHO IPH-
3eMUIMWJIaCh HA BepIUMHe CTeHhl. ¥ Hee Obla npu cebe
KapMaHHBbIN GoHAaDHUK.
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«4710 xKe menaTs pasbiue?s — MBICJEHHO Haya-
Jla paccy»aath gesouka. OHa He Xoresa pMCKOBAaThb,
4y1o0Bl HEe HATOJIKHYTHCA Ha Bioka mam Ha mucrepa
Jlenyapa. Iloxkanyif, ayume BCero — mpONTH IO
CTeHe N0 KaKOro-T0 YYacTKa ropoja, KOTODhIA oHa
Gosee UM MeHee xopowio 3Haetr. Tam Mo)xkHO Gyaer
CIPLITHYTH HA 3€MJII0 M OCTOPOYKHO MOAHATHCA CHO-
Ba BBepx Ha xouMm. IIpu arom Hano Gyaer nonel-
TAThCA OTHICKATH OCTAJBHEIX pebAT.

Jxopmx 3aimuarana o IUHPOKOMY Bepxy cra-
puHHOM ropoackoit creHel. Mecramu OHa ObuIa
O4YeHb HEDPOBHOM, KOe-rje KaMeHHBIe IUTMTHI OTCYT-
creoBanu. Ho GoHApHK ee CBeTHs MCIPAaBHO, M OHA
HHU pasy He OCTYIIMIACh.

Crena orm6ana Kakue-TO KOHIOLIHHM, IIOTOM —
CTpaHHbIe HA BMJ CTAPHMHHEIEe JaBKH. llanbile oHa
TAHYJach BOKPYr OOLUMPHOro ABOpPa KaKOro-to AO-
Ma, a 3aTeM M BOKDPYr CaMoro aoma. 3aTeM OHA LLIa
BHH3, OKaliMJAA elle KaKHe-TO JoMa.

JxxopmK Morya 3araAafbiBaTh B OKHA, KOTOpbIE
He ObUIM 3aKPHITH lUTOpamMu. B ogHOM M3 Takux
OKOH ropen apkuit ceer. Kakoe crpanHoe 310 6bL10
OLUyLLeHHe — 3arjAAbIBaTh B OKHA, CAMOIl ocTaBa-
ace Hepuaumoi! B oxHOl M3 KOMHaT cujena 3a
YKMHOM Lesana cemba. JInua y scex 6bL1M Becesble
¥ poBOMbHBEIE. B apyroit KoMHaTe cuaen B ogMHOYe-
CTBe, uYHMTad M TIIOKypDHBadA, CTaphlii 4eJOBeK.
Jl>XopAXK THXO MpOLLJIA MMMO ellle OHOM KOMHATHI,
rae KaKaf-To JKeHLIHHAa CHAeJa ¥ BA3aja, OQHOBpe-
MeHHO caywasn paauo. Hukto J[KOpIK He cabiuian,
HHKTO ee He BHJEJ.

Haxoneny ona npubausunack K elue OZHOMY,
oueHb Goasmiomy pomy. I'opoackas creHa orubana
€ro IOYTH BIPHTBHIK, TAK KaK J0M ObLI NOCTPOEH B
TOM MeCTe, T'Ae yTeC KpPyTo ofpheIBaJICA BHM3, K Ca-
momy GoJsiory.
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3necs TOoxe ObLIO OcBelieHHoe OKHO. IIpoxoas
muMo, JKOpMK 3ariAaHysIa B HErO M OTOpomnena.

Tam, BHYTDH, BHE BCAKOIO COMHEHHdA, CHIE]
Baok! On cugen K Helt criuHOM, HO OHA rorosa Oulia
NOKJACTLCA, 4TO 3T0 — DBviok. Ta ke rososa, Te xe -
yUIM, TAKHe XxKe rueun!

C keM »xe 310 OH pasroBapuBaer? J[XOpmxK mo-
nbITAJach pas3riasgeTh U BAPYr NOHAJAA, KTO 3r0. OH
GecemoBan ¢ mucrepom BapauHroM, npo KorToporo
BCE NOBOPHJIM, YTO OH — KOHTPAGAHAMCT, IIaBHbIH
KoHTpabanauct OrroprHyToro xonmal

Ho munyTtouky! Kak xe aror yesosek Mor GuIThb
Baokom? Beas Baok — ruayxoii, a TOT, 4TO cHIen B
KOMHaTe, ABHO He Obu1 ryx. OH cayiuaa mucrepa
Bapaunra — 3aro 6BLIO COBEpILIIEHHO ACHO, B OTBe-
yajg eMy, XOorsa cjoB J[XKOpa)K, KOHEYHO, paccibl-
waTh He MOrJa.

— Hexopoimio Tak NOAraAABIBATH, — CKasala
cama cebe Dxopmx. — Ho GonpHO yK Bce 3TO
CTPAHHO, TAMHCTBEHHO M HHTepecHO. XOoTh OBl 3TOT
yesioBeK oBepHyJcsa, A Gul cpasy y3Hana, Biok aro
uau Herl

Ho on He ofepHyJicA, a NMPOAOJJKAN CHAETh Ha
cryae ciuHOit K J>xopmx. Mucrep Bapausr, BeITA-
HYTO€ JIMLO KOTOpOoro GLLIO APKO OCBELEHO JiaM-
noit, croasuIelt no6aM30CTH, NOBOPHUJ YTO-TO C GOMNb-
LUMM BOOAYIUEBJIEHHEM, a Bjiok — ecau 310 Gbla
Bi1oK — BHMMATEJIBHO CIYILLIAJ M BPEMA OT BpEMEHH
KHMBAJI B 3HAK COIJIacCHA.

Ixopmk Ouina o3apnaueHa. Kax Owr eit xoresnocs
3HaTh HaBepHAKA, Biaok au atol Ho 3auem emy mo-
Hagobmnocek GecemoBars ¢ MucrepoM Bapnaunrom? U
4YTO JKe, BRIXOAHUT, OH BOBCE He I'TyX KaK IneHsl

JI>KOpIK CHOpPHITHYJA €O CTeHhl B HeGoJabILOit
TeMHBI# TOHHEJNb M MpOLUIA 4Yepe3 BeCh rOpoa A0
[Tuka KourpaGanaucra. Boasre napaaHoit asepu ee
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NOMKUAAJ, NPAYAcCh B TeHH, YepHABBIii. OH HeoXxu-
AAQHHO MOJIOKMJI DYKY e Ha ImJjedo, TaKk 4YTO OHAa
B3APOrHyJa.

— ITouum B foM. 5 ocraBmi1 GOKOBYIO ABEpb OT-
KpBeITOM. MBI nNpHroroBIIH Tebe POCKOLIIHOe yroiie-
Huel

OHH CKONB3HYJH B GOKOBYIO ABEDH, MPOLLIM HA
LLINTOYKAaX MHMO KaOHHeTa, nepeceKJH XOJUI U IOoA-
Haauch B KomHaty Jkynnana. Tam u B camoM gelie
6bLT HAKPHIT POCKOIUHBIN cTOJ!

— 1 cxoaMa M XOPOLUEHBKO OOYMCTHJ KJIaA0B-
Ky, — C YAOBJIeTBOpeHHeM cooliuun YepHABBIA. —
Xappuar He 6nwio, a Capa mobe)xxasa Ha mnouyry.
Biox ysercsa B nocrenb OTAOXHYTH, NTOTOMY 4TO, IO
€ro CJIOBaM, y HEero IpocTO PACKAaJLIBAETCA IoJioBa.

— O! — BockauxkHyna JDxopmx. — 3Ha4YuT, ye-
JIOBEK, KOTOpOro A Buaena, He Mor 6uith Baokom.
BCE-TAKH A TBEPAO YBepeHa, 4TO 310 ObLa OH, U HHU-
KTO Apyroil

— Tsl 310 0 yeM? — YAMBJIEHHO CTAIH ee pac-
cnpamuMBaTth pefara.

JxopmK yceaach Ha NOJI ¥ HaYaJsla YIUIETaTh M-
pokHBle M OyJIOUKHM C BapeHbeM, NMOTOMY 4YTO OHa
6bLIa yIKACHO royiogHa. MeXay TOPOMJIHMBLEIMM IJIOT-
KaMH OHA MOBeJasa MM O TOM, Kax BhLie3ja uepes
OKHO, KaK MpoluIa IO IOPOACKOA CTEHEe H HEOXH-
AAHHO OYYTHJIACh BO3Jjie JoMa Mucrepa Bapauura.

— 51 sarnsaHysa B OCBELUEHHOE OKHO 3TOro AoMa
u ysugena Bnoka, Geceayiomero ¢ mucrepom Bap-
aunroM. IIpu arom OH cayiuas ero u orseyas cobe-
cenuukyl — nobasmwia oHa.

OcTanbHble HUKAK He MOIJIM 3TOMY ITOBEPHTb.

— Tsl 1uuo ero sugena? — crnpocun Jxynuas.

— Her, — npusuanacs Ixopmx. — Ho a cosep-
LIeHHO yBepeHa, 4To 310 61 Buok. Iloitaure 3a-
rJIAHUTE K HeMy B KOMHATY — TaM OH wiu Her. On
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elle He MOr BepHYTLCA OT Muctepa Bapauura, noro-
MY 4YTO IepeA HMM CTOMJI CTAKAH KAKOro-TO HAIIMT-
Ka H OH elle He YCIIeJ ero BIIUTh. YepHABLIM, CXO0-
M IIOCMOTPH.

MaabyHK TYT 3Ke HMCYe3 M O4YeHBb OLICTPO Bep-
HYJICA.

— OH aexur B nocrean. I Bugen ouepranus re-
JIa ¥ TeMHOe IIATHO TaM, I'Ae JIOKUT ero rososa. dro
JKe, BRIXOZMT, cyiuecTByioT aABa Biaoka? Yro Bce ato
o3navaer?
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TFJIABA I1 TASA
CrpasnHble coGBITHS

HeficrBuTenbHO, Bee ObUIO KpaliHe HEIOHATHO —
ocobenHo ana J>xopmxk, Koropasa ObLia Tak TBepAO
yBepeHa, 4TO C H3BeCTHHIM KOHTpabaHaucToM Gece-
ZOBaJ He KTO MHOIi, Kak Biok. OcranbHble He GbLTH
TaK yBepeHhl, oco6eHHO noromy, uto J[>xopax npu-
3HaJIaCh, YTO JIMLA €r0 OHA He BHAeJA.

— A nana moit npuexan? — BApPYr cIpocuia
JI>xopmxK, BCIIOMHMB, YTO CErOAHA BeYepPOM OH A0J-
KeH ObLI npHexaThb.

— Ha. Tonsko yro npubsw1, — orBeTHsa YepHs-
Buifi. — Kax pa3 mepea TeM, KaKk Thl IOABHJIACH.
MeHna 4yTh He nepeexaja MalllMHA — eJie yCIeJa OT-
CKOYHTH B CTOpPOHY. 51 Tam momyxkuaan Tebs.

— Hy a KaxkoBm HamuM miaaHel? — crpocuiaa
Ixopmox. — Mnue nHeobxoaumo cerogHsa 3abpaTh
TuMMH, & TO OH OT BOJHEHHUA COBCEM IOJIOBY IIOTe-
psaer. 1, nexanyit, nolixy u 3abepycs o6paTHO K ce-
Ge uepe3 OKHO, a TO ele BJIOK ABMTCA M YBHUIMT,
4TO A KyAAa-TO ucueadna. A nokaych, rmoka Bce JATYT
cnarth, & IIOTOM CHOBA BhLIE3y B OKHO, & Thl, YepHsA-
BBIi, NoMXaJyiicTa, BIIyCTH MEHA IOno3xxe B oM. S
BMecTe ¢ 1060l ormipaBaioch B KaOMHeT, M ThI JOJ-
KeH OTKDBITh JJIA MeHA BXOJ B IOTAHOI IepexoA.
Torzna s cmory HaliTu Tummu, u Bce Gyzer B nopAn-
Ke.

— 51 He OYeHL-TO yBepeH, 4YTO Bce OyxeT B no-
pAxKe, — C COMHEHHeM B rojoce ckasan Yepusa-
Bolii. — Ho Bce paBHO, KpOMe TBOEro IjaaHa, HHU-
Yero He NMpuAyMaelub. A ceifyac MAH-Ka Jaydlue K
cebe B KOMHATY, €CJIM Thl Haeaach.
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— $ saxBauy c cofoif HecKOJbKO Oysouek, —
ckasana JDxopK, pacmMXMBasA MX IO KapMaHaM. —
YepHaBblil, KOrga BCe YJAATYTCA, NOJOMAM K Moei
ABEpH M NOCTY4YHM — a Toraa 6yay 3HATh, YTO NYTh
cBo0OEH, ¥ A MOry BBUIE3TH 4Yepe3 OKHO, & IIOTOM
CHOBAa BOITH B JOM.

B cxopom Bpemenu JKOpAXK CHOBA OYYTHJIACH B
cBoeli KOMHaTe, H KaK pa3 BOBpEMA: CIIYCTA He-
CKOJIBKO MMHYT nosaBuaca Baok ¢ Tapenkoit yepcr-
Boro xjeba u crakaHom Boanl. OH oTnep aBeps, BO-
LIeJI ¥ IIOCTABHJI BCE 3TO Ha CTOJ.

— TBoit y:xuH, — 3aABWI OH.

J>xopaK B3rasHyJa Ha ero JIKLO, oao0Hoe Ma-
CKe, H OHO BBI3BAJIO Y Hee TaKOe OTBpallieHHe, YTO
OHA ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA: HET, OHA MPOCTO HE B CHJIAX €0
BeIHOCHTH! B3fiB B DyKM cTakaH BOALI, OHA JIOBKO
LWIBLIPHYJIA €0 NpAMO B 3aThUIOK Bioka. Boaa mo-
TEeKJIa €My 3a LIMBOPOT, M OH CHJABHO B3JPOTHYJ OT
HEOXKMAAHHOCTH. BJNIOK caenan 1uar B ee CTOPOHY,
riasa ero MeTasH MoaHuM, HO JDkyaman u JIuk
CTOAJIM BO3Jjie caMOM ABEepH, TAK YTO YAADUTHL €e OH
He pellnicA.

— 5 ¢ Tofoit paccuMTAaIOCh 38 IT0, — CKA3aJ OH. —
Ilonana? Twl Huxkoraa Gosbllle He YBHIMILUL CBOIO
cobakyl

On Brilzes u 3arep 3a coBoit aseps. Kak Toapko
oH ywes, Jxyanan 3aroBopua yepea LLeib.

— 3aueM THI 3TO0 cAejaja, AYPOYKa ThI rakasnl
Ou — onacusit Bpar!

— ¥ anaso. IIpocro He Moraa ¢ coboit coBnanaTs, —
yusuto npusHana JDxopmx. — Teneps a kanero,
YTO TaK IOCTYTIHJIA.

OcranbHBIM HAaAO GLLIO MONTH BHU3, K MHUCTEDY
Jlenyapy. C ux yxoaom J[>KOpmx novyBCTBOBAMIA Ce-
6 oAMHOKOM. I10 6BLIO YIKACHO — CHAETH BOT TaK
B3aNlepPTH, XOTA OHA M MOrja B JO06yI0 MUHYTY
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yAU3HYTh ueped okHo. OHA mpucayLIMBaiach, A0-
JKHAAACH BO3BpAILIeHHA DelGAT.

B cKOpOM BpeMeHH OHH BEDHYJMCh H PacCKas3ain
0 cBoeil Bcrpede ¢ oruoM JDHKopmK.

— IIaga KBeHTHH y)XacCHO ycTasl, HEMHOIO pas-
AP&XXeH H CTPAILHO CepAUT Ha Tebsa 3a TO, YTO ThI
cKBepHO ceba Bemelib, — CKasax yepe3 asepb JDxy-
auaH. — OH 3agBWJI, YTO HYXKHO NpoaepIKaTs Tebs
B3anepTH U BeCh 3aBTPALLHHUNA JeHb, €CJIH ThI He U3-
BHHHUILLCA.

J>xopmx BoBce He cobupasach M3BHHATHLCA. OHa
He BeIHOCHJIA MucTepa JleHyapa ¢ ero GajablINBEIMH
yApIGKAMM M CMEXOM M CTPAHHBIMM, COBEPILIEHHO
HEOXKMIAAHHBIMM TIpMcTynaMu spoctH. JleBouka
npoMoJryasia.

— Ceituac HaM HAJO MATH YXXHHATh, — CKasal
Yepuasnlit. — Ml 0TI0)KMM Koe-4TO Ana TebA, Kak
ToabK0 Buok BhIizer 3 koMHatnl. JKau mMoero cry-
Ka B ABepp Houbio. OH Gyzer o3HAayaTh, YTO Bce
yJIerIUCh.

Jxopmx Jiersia Ha IIOCTeJb M CTajJa PA3MEIIL-
nate. Ee yauenano mHoroe. OHa Kak-To He moria
pasobparsca B cutyauuud. CHrHaabluuK Ha Gaine;
crpanHbli THn Biok; mucrep Bapaunr, Geceayio-
LM C YEeJIOBEKOM, YAMBHTEJIBHO NOX0XKKUM Ha Bio-
Ka, a Biok Mexxay TeM Bce BpeMs oMa, JIEXKHUT Y ce-
6a B noctenn. Tak oHa pa3MEIILLIAIA, & IJIa3a ee TeM
BpeMeHeM caM¥ cobolt 3aKpBUINCH, H OHA 3acCHYyJIa.

AuH nerna cnath B KOMHate Mapubenin; nepen
TeM KAaK JOXHTHCA, OHA IOAOLLIA K KOMHaTe
Jlxopmk, 4ToOBl NOXKENaTh eif IernoToOM CIIOKOHOM
HOuYM. MaJIbUNKH OTIPABHJINCH B COCEAHIOI0 KOMHA-
Ty, n60 YepHsasuiii Terreps cnan Bmecte ¢ J>xkynua-
HoM H JIukoMm. J[>KOpAXK NMpOCHyJach Ha OAHY
CeKyHIy, CKas3aja ¢CIOKOHHONA HOYM® M CHOBa yC-
HyJa.
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B nosHOYB OHA NpocHyJach ucrnyraHHaa. Kro-to
THXOHBKO, HO HETEPIeJHBO NOCTYKHUBAJ B ABEPH €€
KOMHAaTHBI. 310 6611 YepHABLI.

— Hny! — npowentana B weas JDKOpMIK ¥ B3Aaa
cBoit ponapuk. OHa mojouLIa K OKHY H B CKOPOM
BpeMeHM 6JIaronoJy4yHo CIyCTHJIACh MO BePeBOYHOMH
JecTHuUe BHM3. OHA CNIPRIrHYJA CO CTEeHbI M MOJO-
uwia K GokoBoMy BXoay B AoM. YepHaABEIil Gl TaM.
Ona nob6aarogapua ero 4 NPpoCKOJb3HYyJa B JOM.

— Bce nersnu cnats, — npowentan YepHABbIL. —
S yx ayman, TBO orely M MOk OTYMM TaKk M He
yilgyT u3 KabuHera. Bce HHUKaK He MOIJIM HaroBoO-
putneal

— Hy, nouutu. rynal — Herepnesmeo cxkasaja
Ihxopax. OHM nogouwM K gBepu KaGuHera, u Yep-
HABBIA NOBEPHYJ PYUYKY.

HBeps onats Gbuta 3anepral MaabuuK TONKAJ ee
HM30 BCeX CHJI, HO 4TO ToaKy?! OHa 6blja Kpenko 3a-
nepra. '

— Kak »xe mu1 06 aTroM He nogymanul — B oTya-
AHUH BOCKAHMKHyJaa Jxopmx. — IIpocTo mpokas-
THe Kakoe-1o! YTo ke HaM Teneps AeaaTs?

YepHaBwIit 3agyMaicA. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
OH THXO0 cKasan J[»Kopmx Ha yxo:

— Ocraerca ToabKo ofgHo, JDxopmx. A gomxen
npo6parsCA B KOMHATY TBOEINO OTL@ — MOIO IPEeX-
HIOI0 CNIAJIBHIO, KOrZla OH 3aCHEeT, & TaM MHe HaJo0
NMPOHHUKHYTh B IUIATAHON IKad M OTKDBITH OTBEP-
cTHe, Begyllee B noraiHOi ToOHHeab. I Hailny Tum-
MH M JOCTABJIIO €0 TEM JKe NyTeM CIofa B Hajexkae,
YTO TBOI OTel| He NMPOCHETCA.

— Ol Heyxenu THI M B CAMOM AeJie CAeJaelllb 3TO
i MeHA? — GraronapHo BOCKIMKHYyJaa JHKopmK. —
Twl pelicTBuTENBHO XOpowunii aApyr, YepHasbiii. Mo-
ace'r,?nce-'raxu Thl 6Bl npeAmnoyes, YToOnl 3TO caena-
na A
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— Her. d 3Hal0o 3TOT mnoTaiiHON TOHHeNb
BAOJAL H TOMEpeK, ropa3fo Jay4lle, 4YeMm Thl, —
cxkasan Yepusasniit. — K ToMy iKe HaxoauThca
TAM B MOJHOYb B NOJHOM OAMHOYECTBE CTPALLIHO-
satro. Her, noiay sa.

Jxopmx nogHanach BMecTe ¢ YepHABLIM 10 Jiec-
THUILIE; OHH TIPOLLTH Yepe3d LIMPOKYIO IUIOILIAAKY K
ABepH, Bexyweit B xKopuaop. Ilo aroMy Kopmaopy
AETH MOAOLILIM K KOMHaTe UepHABOIo, rae Temnepn
cnan oren; »xopmx. Korga onn ouyruauce nepen
ABepbio, J>KOpIK MOTAHYNAA MATbYHMKA 38 PYKas.

— Beas Kax TOJIBKO TRl OTKpOELUb ABEPb, 3a3BO-
HUT TBOM KonoKoapuuk. OH pa3byauT oTua, U TOT
6yaeT HACTOPOXKe.

— Hypouxkal I oTcoeAUMHHI ero, Kax TOJLKO y3-
HaJI, YTO MHe npujgeTca nepedparsCA B APYryi0 KOM-
HaTy, — MNpPe3pPUTEJILHBIM TOHOM BO3pasuy YepHs-
Beift. — Kax 6yaro a mor o6 atoM 3a6uITh?!

OH OTKpHII ABePb B KOPMAOD M MNpPOKpAICA K
cBoeit mpexxkHelt KomMHarte. llBeps ObLTa 3aKphITa.
Onnu ¢ DKOpAX BHUMATEJIBHO MPUCTYILIATKC. -

— IToxoxe, 4TO TBOM! OTel| Bce HUKAK He Haliaer
yao6Hoe noJioyKeHHe, — cKasan YepHasmifi. —
6yxy xnaath yao0HOro MOMeHTa, 4To0bl BONTH,
J>xopK, a MOTOM NpH IIEPBOM JKe BO3MOXKHOCTH
BJIe3y B IUIATAHON mIKad M NPOHHKHY B norailiHolt
nepexox, 4To0nl oreickaTh Tuma. Kak Toabko s ero
Haliay, A npusexay ero K tefe. Eciu xouelus, mo-
Kelllb NMOoRoKaaTh B KOMHaTe MapubGensn. Tam y Hee
U AHH TOXKe.

Jxopmx npoKpajach B COCEAHIOID KOMHATY, rae
Aun u Mapubenn crnanu Kpenkum cHom. OHa ocra-
BHJIA ABEPbh OTKPHTON, 4TOOBI yCJABILIATB, KOraa
sepHerca YepHasnifi. Kak 3To Gyaer 3aameuatesnbHO
CHOBA MMeThb pPAAOM ¢ cofoit sopororo crapuny Tum-
mul OH, HaBepHOe, TAK M KMHETCA JHU3aTh eel
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Yepuaasnlll NpoKpaica B KOMHATY, rae Jexasa B
noxycHe oren; JDxopax. IIBMraaca oH coBepLIEHHO
GeCLIyMHO: OH HAM3YCTh 3HAJ BCE CKPHITy4YHe JOCKH
H TIIATeAbHO H3leran mx. Mansuuk HanpaBwiIcA K
GoNBILIIOMY KPecJTy, HAMepPeBaACh NIPATATHCA 34 HHM,
noka He YOeAWTCA OKOHYATENBHO, YTO OTell
JxopaK KpernKko CIIUT.

-TO BpPEMA YeJIOBEK Ha IIOCTeJIH BOpOYascA
1 Meranca. OH ycrana or RZOATOIO ITyTEIUEeCTBHA, a
yM ero 6uin Bo3byxaeH Gecenoit ¢ mucrepom JleHya-
poM. Bpema or BpeMeHM OH uTO-TO GOopmMoTan, M
Yepuasnilf y:e Hauan AyMaTh, YTO OH HHKOraa He
sacHer. OH caM MOYYBCTBOBAJ COHJIMBOCTh M 0e3-
3BYYHO 3€BHYJ.

B xouue kKoHuOB orel JPKODMIX YCIIOKOMJICH.
Kposats nepecrana ckpuners. YepHaABLIH OCTOPOMXK-
HO BbUIE3 M3-3a KpecJa.

Ho TyT npomM301LI0 HeYTO HeoxkupaHHoe. I'me-to
BO3JI¢ OKHA SABCTBEHHO IOCJBIIIAJICA KaKOM-TO
3ByK. Yro 6m1 3aT0 Moryo 6uIT? 3BYyK Guln coBceM
cnalbIM — BPOJE JIEFKOrO IOCKPHIMBIBAHUA ABEPH.

Hous 6bL1a JOBOJABHO TeMHOMN, HO OKHO, 3aHasBe-
CH HA KOTOpPOM OLLIH DA3ABMHYTHI, NPEACTABJAJIO
cofolt oTuernIHBO 3aMeTHHI cepmiit KBaapar. Yep-
HABBLIA HEOTCTYNHO CMOTpea Ha Hero. Moxer GuITh,
KTO-HUOYyAb OTKPBIBAET OKHO?

Her. Ono He wenoxnyaocs. Ho nmoa okHoM, BO3-
Jie NOAOKOHHHKA, YTO-TO ABHO IPOMCXOAMJIO.

ITon okHOM G6BIIO YCTPOEHO CHeELHaNbHOe CH-
JleHbe, IIMPOKOoe M Oo4eHb yaoGHoe. Yepuasomy OHO
6LLIO0 MpeKpacHO H3BECTHO: OH COTHM Da3 CHAea Ha
HeM, MAAA B OKHO. Tak 4TO 2Ke TaKkoe IPONCXOANUIO
¢ HUM celfuac?

Ka3zanocs, 4TO BepXylUIKa WIH KPBIILIKA CHACHbS
MEeAJICHHO TOAHHMAETCA BBEpPX, IOTHXOHEYKY,
miofiM 3a mioftMoM. Yepuasniit 6u11 nopaxxkeH. OH u
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MOHATHUA HE MMeJI, YTO €r0 MOXKHO BOT TAK MOAHATS.
Kpeimuka Bcerga ObLia IUIOTHO NPUBHHYEHA, U
MaJbYMK CYMTAJ, YTO 3TO IIPOCTO CHAEHBE KaK CH-
nenbe. Ho teneps noxoske ObIJIO HA TO, YTO KTO-TO
OTBMHTHJI BEpX, CAM CIPATAICA BHYTPH, a Tenepb
NPUIIOAHMMAET KPHILIKY, AyMadA, YTO ero HUKTO He
BUAUT.

YepHABHIA CMOTpPes1 Ha NOAHMMAIOLIYIO BBEpX
KPLILIKY KaK 3auapoBaHHhI. KTo TamM BHyTpH? 3a-
yeM OH crnparainca? Buaers, KaK KphIIIKA IOTH-
XOHbKY NPHIIOAHMMAETCA BCe BhILlIe M BhILIE, GBLIO
JOBOJILHO CTPALLIHO.

HaxoHel, KpBIIIKA COBCEM NOAHANACH, MPHCJIO-
HHUBIIHKCH K OKOHHOMY cTeKJy. U3 Ammuka, Haxoqus-
LLIErocA 104 Helo, MeJIEHHO M OCTOPOXKHO, He IPOU3-
BOAA HH MaJeiflllero uiyMa, BbLIeadna orpomHas ¢u-
rypa. YepHABBI# NOYYBCTBOBAJ, KAK Y HENO BOJIOCHI
3ameBenHauch Ha rosose. OH OblJ MCryraH, cTpalu-
HO MCITYTaH U He MOT BhIIaBHTh M3 ce6A Hil 3ByKa.

HenssecTHHIN! Ha LBIMOYKAX MOAOLUEJ K KpOBa-
1. OH caenan GLHICTPOe HEOXKMAAHHOE ABHIKEHMe, U
u3 ropaa orua J[KOp/K BHIPBAICA KAKOM-TO cAAaB-
JeHHBIA 3ByK. YepHABHIN gorajajicsi, 4To OTLY CYy-
HYJH B POT KJAMN, 4TOOBI OH HEe MOr KPHMKHYTb.
Mansunuk Bce eme 6T He B COCTOAHHHM ABUraThCA
win rosopuTh. TaKoro crpaxa OH elle HH pa3y B
JKM3HHM He MCNBITHIBAJ

Cy0beKT, NMOABHMBIUMICA B KOMHATE, NMOAHAJ C
nocrenn oOOMAKILEe TENO, HANPABMJICA K CHAEHBIO
OKOJIO OKHA M OINYCTMJ B TE€MHEIH MAIUMK OTLA
Jxopmx. Uro oH caenan, 4ToGbl JUILIKATH TOMO BCA-
KO CIoOCOOHOCTHM CONPOTHBJATHCA, UEpHSABHLIA He
anan. OH 3Han ogHo: orua JDKOPAK 3aCOBHIBAIOT B
CUeHBEe Y OKHA, M OH, KaK BHAHO, He B COCTOAHMH
wIeBeJbHYTh HH PYKOif, HH HOroif u Kak-Hubyan 3a-
HMTHTD cebs.
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H y MabuMKa BAPYT MPOPe3asics IoJioc.

— Oiil — 3asonma on. — Iiil Yro BuI aenaere?
Ko BuI Taxoii?

O BcnnoMHMJI O cBoeM (GoHapHKe M BKJIIOYHI

ro. OH yBHAEs 3HAKOMOE JIMLO M YAHUBJIEHHO BOCK-
JMKHYJ:

— Mucrep Bapauur!

Ho B 3TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO C CHJION yZapuJ ero Ino
roJIoBe, M IOCJIe 3TON0 OH yKe HH4Yero He IOMHMII.
OH He 3H8JI, YTO M €r0 TOXKEe IepeTaliUId K CH-
JEHbIO BO3Jeé OKHA M 4YTO BTOPriUMiiCA B KOMHATy
YeJIOBEeK IOCJIeOBAT TYAA e 38 HUM.

Ixopmk, GoapcTBOBaBILAA B COCEHEH KOMHAarTe,
ycamliuana BAPYr rosoc YepHABOro, KOTOPLIM
BCKPUKHyJ: «Diil Jitl Uro Bul genaere? Kto BoI Ta-
Koii?» A moToM, KOrga oHa COCKO4YMJIA C KPOBaTH A0
Hee OoHeccA Boariac: ¢« Mucrep Bapaunrls

HeBouka 6hIa NMOpaXXEHA A0 KpPaWHOCTH. Yro
TAM NMPOMCXOXUT B cocenHedt xomuare? OHa noua-
pUJIa B TEMHOTE p$KaMu, Miua cBoi doHapuK. AHH
n Moapubean Bce ewre cnanu. JDKOPAXK HHKAK He
MorJa oTeicKaTh GoHapuK. B TeMHOTe OHA HATKHY-
Jach Ha CTyJ H ymnbia rojosy.

Korza ¢oHapuk HakoHel HalleJCA, OHA APOXKA
MOAOLILIA HA LBINOYKAX K ABepH. Bruiouus ¢ona-
PHK, OHA 3aMeTHJa, 4YTO ABepb coceAHe KOMHATbI
cJerka NMPHOTKPBITA — MMEHHO B TAKOM II0JIOXKe-
HUM ocTaBua ee YepHaswmlll, Koraa mnpobpaicsa
BHyTpb. OHa npucaymanacs. Tenepp U3 KOMHAThI
He JOHOCWIOCh HHM 3ByKa. Ilocse Bmikpuka YepHsa-
BOINO NOCJABILIAJICA KAKON-TO HErpOMKMM 3BYK yJAa-
pa, HO yeM OH OblJ BhI3BaH, OHA HEe 3HAJA.

BHe3anHo OHa pelIMJACh 3ArJAHYTh B KOMHATY
OTLIA M CHOBAa BKJIOYMJA cBOil poHapuk. Ona yaus-
JICHHO ycTaBmiach Ha Kposath. Ha Helt HMKOro He
6ou10. B KOMHaTe TOKe HMKOro He 6GbLIO, COBCEM
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Hukorol Ona of6pesna ayuoM QPoHapuKa BCIO KOMHa-
Ty, & MOTOM CO CTPAXOM OTKpbUIA ILTaTAHON mkad,
sarasaHysaa nox Kposars. IIo cyTu gena, oHa mpo-
ABMJIA HEMAJIOe MYIKEeCTBO.

HaxoHel; oHa GeCCHJIBHO OITyCTHJIACH HA OKOHHOE
CHIeHBe, yCTaNad ¥ Hegoymesamoluaa. I'ne ee oren?
Tne Yepuasniit? YTo 2Ke BCe-TAKH 3AeCh CTPACJIOCH
aroit HoubIO?



TJIABA TASA
Ha caepyiomee yTpo

Cuna y OKHA Ha TOM CAMOM CHJEHBE, B KOTOPOM
TAK CTPAHHO MCYe3JIH JIoAu (0 YeM OHa, Ipasjaa, u
He poraamiBajach), JKOpPMK ycablmana Kakoi-To
caabelif 3BYK, JOHeCIIHNCA U3 KOpuaopa.

Hesuymika ¢ 6bicTpoToif MOIHMHM 3abpasack nox
KpoBaTh. KTO-TO Kpaayumch 1ues 1o AIMHHOMY KO-
puaopy! JKOpAK Jexana Ha Nojy, BpeMs OT Bpe-
MEHHM YYTb-YyTh IPHUIIOAHHMAA IOJOr B HAAEMKJAE
yro-Hubyap pasrnagers. Hy u cTpaHHble 2Ke BelLuu
NPOUCXOAAT 3TON HOYBIO!

KT0-TO mopowien K aBepM M OCTAHOBWJICA, Kak
6Bl AJIA TOro, 4TOOBI OrJIAXETHCA BOKPYr M NPHCIY-
LWIATBCA. A IIOTOM 3TOT ¢«KTO-TO® IIPOKPAJICA K CH-
IEHbIO OKOJIO OKHA.

Ixopmx Habaiogasa M cJayluasa, Crapadch pas-
rIAgeTh XOTh 4YTO-HUOYyABL B TemHore. OHa BHzaena
CMYTHBbIe OYepPTaHMA Kakoi-to duryps! Ha doHe ce-
poro okHa. Hen3BeCTHBIN CKJOHMJICA HAJ CUAEHb-
eM. OrHsa OoH He 3a)XuraJs, HO 3aTO NMPOM3BOAMJ Ka-
KHe-TO CTpaHHhle 3ByKH. CHauasa OH mnocrydyan
‘maJBIaMHM M0 KpBIIUKe cuaeHbA. IlotoM mocabl-
LIaNcA JIA3r MEeTawla M Kaxoii-to caabeiii muck.
I>KOpMK HMKaK He MOTJa NOHATH, YTO ITOT Yeso-
BEeK — €CJIM 3TO ObLI YeJOBeK — AeJaer.

MuHyT naTh HEeM3BECTHRIH HaA 4YEeM-TO Tpy-
OIMJCA B TEeMHOTe, a INOTOM, TakK xe OwicTpoO,
Kak npuiues, ucyed. J[XKODAXK HEBOJBHO IOAY-
Maja, 4To 3T0 — BJIOK, XOTA ouepTaHHUA ero
buryper Ha TeMHO-cepoM GOHe OKHa Obliam
CAMIIKOM CMYTHBIMHM, 4YTOOBI MOMKHO O6LLIO C
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YBEPEeHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, 4TO 3T0 — OH. OxHaKo
OAMH pa3 HEeM3BECTHBI! THXOHBKO KALUJAHYJ —
cOBCEeM TaK, KakK 3TO 4acTo genan Biaoxk. Hasep-
HAKa 310 6uin Baok! Ho uto ke oH Mor aenats
HOYBIO C OKOHHEIM CHAEHBEM B KOMHAaTe ee OT-
ua?

Hxopax uyscTBOoBana cebA CJIOBHO B JYPHOM
cie. Ilpou3omnun M NPOAOMKAIH NPOUCXOAUTH
KaKHe-TO HeBepPOATHhIe BelllM, KOTODHIM HEBO3-
MOXXHO OLLIO xaTh HHKAKOro obmacHenma. I'ae
ee oteny? MoskeT, OH BBIIIEJ U3 KOMHATHI M MO-
mea G6poauts no aomy? I'me Yepuasmiit um no-
YeMy OH BHIKDHKHYJ Te HECKOJBKO CJOB, 4YTO
oHa ycaslmana? BHe BCAKOro COMHEHHA, OH He
cran 6l TaK 'POMKO KpH4YaThb, eca1u Gbl ee oTell
6bIl1 B KOMHaTe H craJ.

Bea aposka, [XXopak elle Kakoe-TO BpeMa MoJie-
JKaja MoA KPOBATBHIO, & IIOTOM IOTHXOHBLKY BBIKA-
THJACh OTTYAA Y BHILLIA M3 KOMHATHI. BeciuymHo
cTynas, OHa NpollJa BeCh KOPHUAOP A0 CAMOIO KOH-
LA, OTKDBLIA ABEPb M BHEIMIAHYJA HapyXy. Bech
aoM Oblr morpykeH B TeMHoty. Jo yueit Jlxopmx
JOHOCMJINCh HErpOMKHe 3BYKH — JpebesikaHue
OKOHHEIX CTEKOJI, IOCKpUNbIBaHNe Mebean, U Hu4Ye-
ro Goabuie.

Ee 3anumasna TOJbKO OfHA MBICAB: 106paThCA A0
KOMHATHl MAaJbYMKOB M pAaccKa3aTb MM O IIDOHC-
HIeALUNX 3arafoyHuIx cobuiTuax. Haxkonew ona me-
peceKya JIECTHMYHYIO IUIOLIAAKY M IIPOCKOJBL3HYyJa
B KomHaTty J>xynauana. Pasymeercsa, Hu oH, HM Jluk
He cnasm. Onu xaanu npuxoxa Yepussoro ¢ Tum-
Mu 1 JKOpIK.

Ho npuuuta oana JKopax, HCryraHHas, ¥ pac-
CKasajJa MM KaKYlO-TO BeChMa CTDAHHYIO MCTOPHIO.
OHa 3akyTanace B ofiesu1o Ha nocreau J>kyanaHa u
LLIETIOTOM IIOBEAAA O IMPOMCLUEALIIEM.
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Onu G6blnm nopakeHsl. ana KeeHTuH wucuyes!
Yepusasuiit ucuead! KTo-10 nmpokpasnca B KOMHATY H
JAeJlaN 4YTO-TO HEMOHATHOe C CHAEHbEM OKOJIO OKHal
Y10 BCE 3TO MOIJIO 3HAYUTH?

— M1 ceituac e noiizemM BMecTe ¢ TOGOI B KOM-
Haty aaagu Kesenruna, — ckasan IDxyauan, Hazae-
Bafg XaaaT U HallapuBaA HOraMu LuienaHubl. —
YYyBCTBYIO, YTO [eJa HAYHHAIOT NIPUHUMATDH CepLe3-
HBI# 0BOpOT.

BTpoeM OHHM OTIIDABWJIHCH OCMATPHMBATH APYTHe
KoMHaThl. Boitas B komHaTy Mapubens, onu pa3sby-
auau ee 1 AnH. OGe IeBOYKM CTpAILIHO Nepenyra-
Juch. B CKODOM BpeMeHH OHH YKe BNATePOM BOLLLITH
B COCEAHIOI0 KOMHATY, M3 KOTOpOi TaKuUM CTpaH-
HBIM o6pa3oM ucueanu orer; Jxopmx 1 YepHABLI.

JoKynuaH 3aKpbuUl ABEePb, 3aA€PHYJ ILUTOPHI M
saxker cBer. Cpasy ke BCeM CTajlO Kak-TO Jierye.
Tax yTko 661710 NpoOHpaTHCA HA OLUYTIh B TEMHOTE
npH ceere GOHAPUKOB|

Pefara ornagenucs BOKpyr. B THxoit KoMHaTe
He OCTAJIOCh HUKAKHX CJIefOB, KOTOPble YKAa3LIBAIU
661 Ha TO, KakuM o0pa3oM HcYe3nH ee ofHUTaTeNH.
CMmaran nocrens 6euna nycra. @onapuk YepHasoro
JIeXKaJl Ha MoJry, Ha TOM CAMOM MeECTe, IJe MaJlbiHK
€ro BLIDOHMJI.

J>xop>K BHOBb NOBTOPHJIA CJIOBA, KOTOPHIE, KaK
€1 NOCABIIIAJNIOCh, BHIKDUKHYJ YepHABLIN, HO BCEM
OHHM NOKAa3aTHUCh GECCMEICIEHHBIMH.

— C 4ero 3T0 OH BHIKPMKHYJ HMA Muctepa Bap-
JMHra, Korga B KOMHATe HaXOAMJCA TOJBKO TBOI
oren? — cnpocun JxyauaH. — Bexb He Mmor xe
mucTep BapiuHr TaMm npatarbca — 3T0 6b1a0 GbI
npocTo rayno. OH K TBoeMy OTIly He HMeeT HUKAaKoO-
ro otTHoiwuenusn, JKopaxK.

— i 3naio. Ho a ybexxaeHa, 4TO CAbIILIANA, KAK
YepHABHIH BLIKPUKHYJ MMA MUcTepa Bapaunra, —
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orsermna Jxopmxk. — TH ayMaelub, YTO MHCTEP
Bapaunr Mor npofpaTsca B KOMHATY 4Yepe3 TalfHoe
oTBepcTHE B ILUIATAHOM IuKady, HaMepeBasaCh CAe-
JIaTh KAKO0e-TO I'PA3HOe AeJI0, & MOTOM YCKOJB3HYTb
o6paTHO TeM ke ITyTeM, NpuXBaTUB ¢ coboii Haxo-
AMBLUHXCA B KOMHATE IIOTOMY, YTO OHH 3aCTaJIM ero
Ha MeCTe NpecTyIieHua?

Oro GBLIO He CAMIUKOM Xopouiee OObACHEHHE, H
BCe 3Ke OHO NMPeACTaBJIAJIOCh B KAKO-TO CTeneHH Be-
poaTHHIM. PefATra rypsfolf HanpaBMJIMCh K NJATA-
HOMY wKady ¥ pacKpeuid ero. OHH CTaJIH LUADHUTHL
MEeXAY Ofe)KAAMHM B NOMUCKAX MOTA!HOIO OTBEPCTHA.
Ho MajleHbKas MeTaIMYeCKaA Dy4YKa, C IMOMOLULIO
KOTOpOll cABMrajach KaMeHHaA IUIMTA B riayOuHe
wkada, ucyessal Kro-to ee ybpai, ¥ Teneps B IO-
TalfHOM NMPOXOoA NMPOHHKHYTH OBLIO HEJIB3SA.

— IToaymaTes TONMBKO! — YAMBJIEHHO BOCKJIHMK-
nya Ixyauan. — Kto-To u TyT noopyaosaul Her,
Jlxopax, HOYHOM rocTh, K10 O6ul 3170 HH OBlJ, yLuen
He 3TUM ITyTeM.

Ixopmxk nobieanena. OHa Hazesnach no6paThLCA
no Tummu 1 npusecTH ero ¢ cofoli, BOCIIOJBL30BAB-
IIKCh MOTANHHLIM OTBEPCTHEM B IIATAHOM luKady.
Teneps 310 cTan® HeBO3MOXKHO. OHa cTpalIHO TOC-
Kosasia no Tummu, et kasanoce, uto, Gyas Gosb-
moit npenaHHLIA nec ¢ Helt, BCe CJOKMUAOCH BLI He
TAK Mpa4HO.

— 51 yBepeH, 4YTO 3a BCEM 3THM CTOMT MMHCTEp
Jlenyap, — 3aasun JIuk. — A taxxke Baok. He co-
MHEBAlOCh, YTO YeJIOBEK, KoToporo Thl, J[>KOpmx,
BHjieJIa 3AeCh CErOAHA HOYBIO M KOTODHIN Aesan 4To-
TO B TeMHore, 6blg He KTO HHOM, Kak Buok. i
yOexkaeH, YTO OHM ¢ MHCTepoM JIeHyapoM Kpemnko
CBA3AHBI KAKHM-TO OOLLIMM JeJIOM.

— Hy u4T0 3, B TAKOM CJIy4Yae MhI He MOXeM
MOATHM K HUM M DaCcCKasaTh O TOM, YTO IPOM3OLU-
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J0,— cKasan Jxyauan. — Ecau uMeHHO OHM cTO-
AT 38 BCEMHM 3THMMH TAMHCTBEHHBIMH COGBITHAMH,
KAKOM CMBICA HMATH H PACCKA3LIBATH MM, YTO HaM
u3secTHO. Troelt matepn, Mapubesn, MBI TOXKe He
MOXKEM PAcCKa3aTh, IOTOMY YTO OHA HABEPHAKA Ile-
pemacT Bce TBoeMy oruy. IIpocTo M He mpuaymalo,
4TO HaM JenaTts!

AnH 3amnaxana. Mapubesn, ucnmyraHiHas M HH-
4Yero He MOHMMAIOLIAA, TOXKE celfuac e Hayajaa phl-
nate. JDKOpAX YyBCTBOBAJA, YTO H K ee riasam
NOACTYMAIOT CJe3h, HO OHA caepkanach. JXKopmx
HHMKOrJa He njaxasal

— T'ne Yepuasnlit?l — npuuurana Mapubemnn,
KoTopasa ofoxkasia cBoero aep3koro, cmeyoro 6pa-
ta. — Kyna on genca? 5 yBepeHa, 4TO OH B omac-
HocTH. §I Xouy, 4yTOOLI OH BepHyJCAl

— 3asTpa MBI ero criaceM, He BOJHYHCA, — Jac-
KoBo ckasan el Jxynauan. — Houblo Mnl Hu4Yero
cxeaars He MmoxkeM. B atom aome, IIuk KourpaGan-
IHCTA, HET HUKOro, KTO MOr ObI AATH HAM COBET WJIH
OKa3aTh Kakyo-Hubyas nomoms. S npexnaralo: aa-
BaliTe JaKeM crniaTh. YTPO Beuepa MyApeHee, YTPOM
M MOAYMAaeM, 4To Aejath gaasire. K tomy Bpemenn,
MoKeT, yxe u UepHaBui#t H aaga KeeHTUH oObA-
BATcA. Ecnau Her, Hagmo Gyaer, uToOBl KTO-TO COOG-
LT O MpOHCIuexIueM Mucrepy JleHyapy, a MuI NO-
CMOTPHM, Kak OH ceGa nosenetr. Ecau oH yauBuTCAa
M OrOPYHUTCH, MBI CyMeeM GLICTPO BEIACHHTL, MMEeT
JH OH CaM KaKoe-HMOyAb OTHOLLEHHEe K 3TMM TauH-
CTBEHHBIM COOBHITHAM MaM Her. EMy npuaercsa 4ro-
TO NPEANPUHATD — OOPATHUTLCA B MOJHULMIO MJIH TIe-
PEeBepPHYTh BBepPX HOraMHM BeChb AOM, 4YTOOBI HaMTH
nponasmmx Jiogeit. CKOpo yBUAHM, KAK CJIOXKATCH
nena.

Ora ANMHHAA peyb HEMHOIO YCIIOKOMJA BCeX.
J>KynunaH roBOpHJI BeCesio, yBepeHHBIM TOHOM, XOTH
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Ha caMoOM zeJie eMy Gu1j10 coBceM He Beceso. OH ayy-
ure, 4yeM KTo-1u60 Apyrolf, MOHHMAaJ, YTO B 3TOM
JAOMe TBOPMJIOCH YTO-TO BeChbMa CTPAHHOE M, BEPOAT-
Ho, onacHoe. OH GBI OYeHb XOTes, YTOOhl NMPH BCEM
9TOM He NPHUCYTCTBOBAJIH AEBOYKH.

— Teneps caymaiite. Tul, I>kopak, HaAK criaTh B
KOMHATY pPAAOM ¢ Hamef — BMecte ¢ AHH U Mapu-
Gesn. 3anpu aBeps M He racu cset. Mul ¢ Jlukom Gy-
AeM CNAaTh B npexkHelt KomMHate UepHABOro M TOXe
OCTABMM TIOpeTh CBeT, TaK 4YTOOBl BBl 3HAJIM: MBI
TYT, PAAOM C BAMH.

JleBOYEK YCIIOKOWJIO TO, YTO ABa Majib4yuKa Oy-
AyT Tak 6iau3ko. HakoHel Tpu ycTajnble AEBYYILUIKH
yuLtH 8 KomHaty MapuGesun. AuH 1 MapuGesun cHo-
Ba YJerJucs B nocrens, a JDKopmx Jjeria Ha Ma-
JIeHbKUI, HO OYeHb yAOOHBI AMBAH, HATAHYB Ha
ceba Toactei#t nnen. IleBoukn GbUIM HACTOJBKO M3-
MOTaHBI, YTO, HECMOTPA Ha BCe TPEBOTM M BOJIHe-
HUA, GLICTPO YCHYJIH.

ManbyMKH HEMHOro IIOrOBOPDHJHM, JieXKa Ha
crapoifi kposaTH YepHABOro, rae eie COBCEM
HexaBHO cnan ux aaaa Keentun. IIkyauaH He
AyMmaj, 4YToOhl 3TOM HOYBI0O MOrJO0 NPOM3OUTH
emte uto-HMGyas. M oH, m JIuK ycHyam, HO
JxyauaH cnajd O4eHb 4YYTKO, IOTOBBIH mpoby-
AUTBLCA OT MaJieiiuiero uyma.

Ha cneapyiowmiee yTpo ux pasbyamusa KpaiiHe
yausiaeHHaa Capa. OHa Bomaa B KOMHATy paa-
AePHYTH 3aHABECKH, NMPHUHecA ¢ coboi aaa orua
Hxxopax yTpeHHHUIt yail. YBHAEB B IOCTEJH ro-
CTA ABYX MAJBYMKOB, IIPHYEM CAMOTrO rOCTA HH-
rae He 6BlIJIO BUAHO, OHA He MNoBepHJa coGCTBEeH-
HEIM rJjas3am.

— Y710 310 3HaunT? — cnpocuaa oHa. Ot yaus-
JICHHA Y Hee OTBHCJA 4YeaiocTb. — I'ne Baiu aana?
ITouemy BHI 3xeCBH?
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— O! 310 MBI OOBACHHM MOMNO3)Ke, — OTBETHIJI
IxynuaH, He JKeJas NOCBALLATH HM B KaKue jera-
au Goatymiky Capy. — Ocrasbre uyail, Capa. Mu1 ¢
YAOBOJBCTBHEM €r0 BHINIBEM.

— [Ha, Ho rae Bamx aaaa? OH YTO — B Baluei
KOMHate? — MNpOAO/KAA CNPALLMBATH COBEDILIEH-
HO c6uras ¢ Toaky Capa. — Yro cayunaocs?

— Ecau xoruTte, MOXeTe NOMTH B Hally KOMHa-
Ty ¥ IIOCMOTDPETh, HET JIM ero TaM, — ckasan [[ukK,
KOTOPOMY XOTeJIOCh OTAeNaThCid OT M3YMJIEHHO
skeHIUMHBI. OHA HcYeasa, AyMasa npo cebaA: MMoMoXKu-
TeJbHO, OOMTaTeNH 3TOr0 AOMa ¢ yMa nocxoauau!
BnpoueM, yaii oHA ocTaBHJa, M MAJbYHKH TOTYaC
OTHeCJIH YailHMK B KOMHATy JeBoueK. l[Bepb um oT-
kpeuta Jxopmk. Bece mo oyepean HAmMWINCh 4aro K3
OLHOM YaILUKH.

Tyt Capa BepHyJach, CONpoBOXKAaeMan Xappuar
u Baokom. JInuo Bioka, kak Bcerga, IpeACTaBJIAIO
u3 cefa Macky.

— B TBoeit KoMHaTe, J[)KyauaH, HUKOro HeT, —
navana Capa. Bapyr Biok yAauBJIEHHO 4TO-TO BOC-
KJIHKHYJ M Heroaymwoiue ycraBwica Ha Jxopmk. On
AyMaJ, OHa CHAMT B3ameptH y cefa B KOMHaTte, u
BOT Ha Tebe — TYyT OHa, nonuBaer cebe yait B KOM-
Hate Mapubenal

— Kax Thl BbllIJA M3 CBOE KOMHAThI? — Tpe-
GoBaTeJbHBIM TOHOM OBpaTHJICA OH K AeBo4Yke. — S
ckaxxy mucrepy Jlenyapy. On Ha Teba cepaurca.

— 3amonun, — mnpuxkasan Jxyauan. — He
cMelt pa3aroBapuBaTh ¢ Moeit Ky3MHOH TaAKMM TOHOM.
SI aymalo, Thl 3aMelaH BO BCeif aToil cTpaHHOM uC-
Topuu. Y6upaiica orciona, Biok.

Camuan au Baok, uTto emy 6bLIO CKa3aHO, MJIM
HET, HO OH He ABHHyJCA ¢ Mecra. J[XKyauaH mnoa-
HaIcA. JIMLIO ero BBIPAXKAJIO PEeLLIMMOCTbD.
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— YOupaiica BOH H3 3aTOH KOMHATHI, — CKa3asa
OH, 1Iypa rnasa. — Caslmuiub, 4T0 TebGe roBopAT?
Y MeHA onpesesleHHOE OLIYILEeHHEe, YTO TOJULIUA
MOJKeT 3auMHTepecoBaThcA TOOONK, Biok. A Tenepsn
yOupaiicsal

Xappuar u Capa-THXOHBKO B3BH3rHyJau. Bce
3TH HEOKHMIAAHHLIe TAMHE HUKAK He YKJajabiBa-
JHCh Y HHUX B ronose. Tapama rnasa Ha Bioka,
OHM CTaJH NATHTBCA H3 KoMHaThl. K cuacTsio,
Baok Toxke ymen, 6pocHB yrpoxKalomuii Baraaxn
Ha J>xynamaHa, Ha Juue y Koroporo 6blia Ha-
nUcaHa PeLINMOCTb.

— # noltay K mucrepy Jlenyapy, — ckasan
Baox u ucues.

Yeped HECKOJNbBKO MHMHYT B KOMHaTe Mapu-
Genn mnoABMAMCH MucTep M Muccuc Jlenyap. V¥V
muccuc Jienyap 6blg cMepTeNbHO mepenyraHHbIA
BUA. Mucrep Jlenyap Kasajca 03agadyeHHBLIM H
PacCTPOEHHLIM.

— Y710 BCe 3TO 3HAYKUT? — Hauyaa oH. — Ko MmHe
npuxoama BJOK M pacckasan KaKylo-TO IpecTpaH-
Hy10- ucropuo. OH TroBOpMT, 4YTO TBOM oOTel,
Jxxopmx, Hcyes H...

— UM YepHsasnlif ToxKe, — BAPYTr BCTABMJIA Mbs-
pubesLt, BHOBb pa3’pasMBIIMCh PEITaHMAMU. — Yep-
HABoro Her. OH To)ke mpona.

Muccuc JleHyap BCKpHMKHYyJa:

— Yro Tl ckasana? Kak 310 oH Mor ucueaHyrs?
Mbspubest, 4TO Tl MMeelb B BUAY?

— 3uaewmis, Mapubesn, gaii-Ka Jydiue A paccka-
Ky o6o BceM, — BMewajaca J[>KyauaH, He XOTeB-
M, 4To0n aeBouyka BbIfosiTasa BCe, YTO UM ObLIO
u3BeCTHO. Beas, MO Bceil BEPOATHOCTH, 3a BCEM
3THM CTOAJ He KTO MHOI1, KaKk caM Mmucrtep Jlenyap,
1 ObL1o GBI rIYTIIO AaTh €My 3HATh, B YeM OHM €ro
NOAO3PEBAIOT.
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— JhxyannaH, pacCKaXXM MHe, YTO ITPOM3OLLLIO.
IToxxanyiicra, nockopee, — Ha4yajla YMOJATH MHC-
cuc JleHyap, BHA y KOTOpO# OBLT IIO-HACTOALLEMY
pPacCTPOeHHHKIN’.

— Houslo nponan u3 csoeit nocreau aaga Ksen-
TH. YepHaABBIfl TOXKe MCYE3, — KOPOTKO COOGILLIMI
I>xynnan. — Koneuno, oHu ewe, GbITh MOXeT,
ofpABATCA.

— J)xyauaH, Thl 4ero-To He AOroBapMBaeIllb, —
3aABUa BAPYr Mucrep JleHyap, He CBOAMBILUMMA C
MaJIbYHKA NPOH3UTENBHHIX riaa3. — Byas yx Tak
no0p, pacckaxku HaM pemutensHo Bcel Kak Thr cme-
elllb B TAKOW MOMEHT YTO-TO YTAHBATHL?

— Ckaxu emy, J[KyauaH, CKaXXy eMy, — IpH-
yurana Mapubenn. ixyauan He caasanca. OH cep-
AUTO nocMmorpen Ha MapuGesr.

Konuux nHoca mucrepa Jlenyapa noGenes.

— A uay B noauuMIo, — 3aABHJ OH. — Moxer,
Thl C HUMH TOrOBOpHINb, MO Manb4yuK. OHH Tebe
HEMHOXKKO BIIPDABAT MO3rul

JDKyauaH yRUBHICH.

— Bor yx He gymasa, 4TO BhI 3axoruTe ofpa-
LIATBCA B IMOJHIMIO, — BBRINAJIWI OH. — Bam uase-
CTHO CJAMILUKOM MHOIO TaifH, KOTOpbleé HaAO CKPbI-
BaTh.



TJIABA CEMHAIIIATASA
3arapok Bce Goabie H GoAble

Mucrep JleHyap ¢ BeaMYaiIIMM YAMBJIEHHEM
Bo33pwica Ha xyauana. Ilocae ero sameyannsa Bo-
uapujaach MeprBaa THwMHA. J[KyauaH cTpamiHo
3aniIcH Ha ce6Aa 3a HeCAEePKAHHOCTb, HO TeNnepb yaxKe
HHMYEro nonpasuTh ObBUIO HENb3sA: CJIOBO He BopoGeit,
He noiimaelus!

Mucrep Jlenyap orkpsu1 6bLUIO POT, YTOOBI 4YTO-
TO CKa3aTh, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT 3a ABEPbLIO IMOCJbILLIA-
Juch maru. 91o 6su1 Baok.

— 3axoau, Baok, — ckasan Jlenyap. — Ilo
BCEeil BMAMMOCTH, y HAC 3[eChb TBOPATCA KaKHe-TO
CTPaHHBbIE BellH.

Baok, kaxk BugHO, He paccanian. OH ocTaaca 3a
asepbio. Mucrep Jlenyap HeTeprieJIMBO IOMaHMJ €ro0.

— Her, — TtBepmo ckasana xyauan. — To,
YTO MBI COOGILIMM, HEJIb3A MOBOPHUTHL B MPHUCYTCTBUH
Bioka, mucrep Jlenyap. OH HamM He HpaBWUTCA, U
MBI €My He AOBepseM.

— Y710 BHI HMeeTe B BUAY? — THEBHO BHEIKDHK-
Hya mucrep Jlenyap. — BnI-TO 4TO MOXKeTre 3HATH O
moux cayrax? S auan Bioka MHOro Jser ewue 10 TO-
ro, KaxK OH ctaj pafoTaTh Yy MEHHA, M MOry CKa3aTb,
4YTO 3TO — YeJIOBEK, 3aCHYXKHBAIOIIMHA BCAYECKOrO
posepusa. OH He BUHOBAT, YTO IUIyX; HMEHHO 3TO Je-
JIAeT ero NnoayYac pasapPasKHTENbHLIM.

Jxynuan croan Ha cBoeM. OH NOAMETHJ r'HeB:
HBIM ONOHEK B XOJIOAHHIX riaasax Bisoka u orsermn
€My CTOJIb JKe HEeIIPMA3HEHHELIM B3rJfA0M.

— Her, 310 nMpocTO HeBepOATHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ
mucrep JleHyap, M30 BCex CHJ CTapascCh He IIOTe-
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pate camoobnananua. — He mMory moHsarts, 4TO Ta-
KOe Ha BCeX HAILIO — KAKHe-TO MCYe3HOBEHHA, a
ceiiyac BbI, JEeTH, pasroBapMBaeTe CO MHOH Tak,
CJIOBHO A He XO3AHH B MOeM coOCcTBeHHOM aome. 1
HacTanWBalo, YTOOB Bhl pDACCKAa3ajly MHe BCe, 4TO
BaM HM3BECTHO.

— §1 npeagnounTalo paccKkasaTb 060 BCEM IIOJIH-
uun, — 3aasua J[>KyauaH, He cBoaA riaa3 ¢ Biaoka.
Ho na suue Bioka He oTpaswjioch HHYEro.

— V¥xoau, Biok, — ckasaJ HaKOHel, MHCTEpP
Jlenyap, yGeaAMBLINCH, YTO, NOKA CJYra OCTAETCA B
KOMHaTe, n3 JDKyauaHa HHYero He YAACTCS BBIYy-
auth. — JlaBaiiTe-ka mepeiifeM Bce B MOii KaOMHeT.
Curyauusa craHoBUTCA Bce Gosee u Gosee 3araiou-
Hoi. Ecam nonuumsa sce paBHO 060 BCEM y3HAeT, BHI
MOXKeTe CHadaJsa paccKkasath o6 atoM MHe. 51 He xo-
4y B MX IJ1a3ax BBIMVIAAETH IOJHBIM MAHOTOM B CBO-
eM coOCTBEHHOM aOMe.

Ihxynauan 6bL1 HeCKOABKO yausiaeH. Mucrep Jle-
Hyap BeJ ceGa He Tak, Kak OH oxkuaaia. Kasanocs,
OH IO-HACTOALLIEMY HeAOyMEBaeT M MCKPEHHe Orop-
YeH, K TOMY )Xe OH, MO-BUAMMOMY, caM cob0upaerca
BHI3BATh Noauumio. Ecau 6b OH GbL1 MpPHUYAcCTeH K
ucye3dHoBeHHIO aAau Ksentuna n Yepusasoro, Bpan
Ju OoH Bea Oml ceba takum obpasoMm. J[kynimaHom
BHOBb OBJIAJIEJIM COMHEHHA.

Muccuc Jlenyap Tuxo mnakana, a MoapubGens,
HaxXOAUBIUAACA PAAOM C Heil, rpPOMKO peigana. Muc-
tep JleHyap OGHAJN »KeHy M mouesoBas MoapuGes.
Kak-10 cpa3y oH cran Kasarsca ropaszno 6osiee npu-
SATHBIM 4YeJIOBEKOM, YeM Korja-iaubo paHblie.

— He Boanyiica, — nackoBo ckasan oH. — Cko-
PO MBI JOKOMAaeMCA A0 MCTHHBI, JaXKe eCJId paau
3TOr0 MHe NPUAETCA MOCTABUTL HA HOrH BCIO IOJIH-
unlxo. MHue kaxercs, 1 3HAIO, KTO 3a BCEM 3TMM CTO-
HT
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Otu cqosa euie Goaswie yausuiau Jxkyanana.
BmecTe ¢ ocTanbHEIMH peGATAMH OH MOCJIEAOBaa 3a
mucrepoM JlenyapoM B ero Kabuner. J{Beps Bce ewne-
6buna 3anepra. Mucrep JleHyap OTKDBIT €e M CABH-
HYJ B CTOPOHY OrpOMHYI0 rpyay OyMar Ha cBoeM
NMHUCLMEHHOM CTOJIE.

— Hy-c, Tak 4YTO Xe BaM HM3BECTHO? — THXO
cnpocun oH Jxynuana. JleTH 3aMeTHIM, YTO KOH-
YUK ero Hoca yxke He Obun Gesnim. OueBmaHO, OH
CNIPaBHJICA CO CBOMM NPHCTYTIOM APOCTH.

— Ilo-moeMy, 310 — BecbMa CTPAHHBIN AOM, B
KOTODOM TBODATCA BCEBO3MOXKHEIE CTPAHHLIE Be-
mHu, — ckasaa J[)KyauaH, He 3HaA, KakK Jydlie
BCEero Hayath. — DBoloch, BaM He IIOHPABHUTCA, KOr-
Ja A cooOlLy MOJHIKM BCe, YTO MHE M3BECTHO.

— Jl>xyauaH, He rOBOPH 3arafikaMu; Thl BeJellub
cefa Taxk, — Herepreanso nepebun ero mucrep Jle-
Hyap, — CJOBHO & — MPECTYNMHHUK, KOTOPBIN 10I-
xeH GoaTtesca nonuuuu. Tak 3Hail: A He mpectyn-
HHUK. YTO )Xe Takoe TBOPHUTCA B 3TOM aome?

— Hy, nanpumep, U3 6GaluHu NMOJAIOTCA CHUrHA-
avl, — coofwma JHKyauaH, BHUMATEILHO Ha6io-
laA 3a BRIpaxXeHHeM jauua muctrepa Jlenyapa.

Y Mmucrepa JleHyapa OT yAUBJEHHA OTBMCJA 4e-
JI0CThb. BBINO sicCHO, 4TO OH KpaiiHe mopaxeH. O
HeOoTPHIBHO cMorpen Ha JI)xyauana, a muccuc Jleny-
ap BAPYT BCKPUKHYJA:

— Curnannill Kakue curnanni?!

Jxyaunan obbacama. OH pacckasan, kaxk YepHs-
BRIf IEPBBIM 3aMETHJ CBETOBhIe CUTHAJILI, & MOTOM
OHH ¢ JIMKOM IMOAHMMAJHCHL ¢ HUM Ha GallHIO, KOr-
Ja CHOBA 3aMeTWiHM cHrHansl. OH onucan LEenoyKy
KPOILIEYHBIX OMOHBKOB, NMPOABHUraBLINXCA 10 6os0TY
CO CTOPOHKI MOPA.

Mucrep Jlenyap BHuMaTennHo caywman. OH 3a-
JaBaJjl BOIIPOCHI, KacAIOLIMeCA AAT U BPEMEHH CyTOK.
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OH BhICAYILIAT DACCKA3 O TOM, KAK MAJBYUKH BhI-
CAeIMIH CUTHAJBILHKKA, KOTODHIH BOIIEJ B KOMHATY
Bnoka u TaM ucues.

— HasepHoe, BHlpajica Yepe3 OKHO, — 3amMme-
Tua mucrep Jlenyap. — BJOK He MMeeT K 3TOMY
HH MajelfInero OTHOIUEHHMA, B 3TOM BBl MOXETe
6mTh BniosHe ysBepeHn. OH O4eHs BepHHI M mpe-
IaHHBIN YeJIOBEK, M C TeX IOop, KAK OH 3[eCh, OH
O4YeHb MHOIO IJA MeHA caenan. I aymaio, 4TO
BCe 3TO — JAeJO DyK Mucrepa Bapauura. OH He
MOXKeT NMOAABATh CHTHAJLI B MOpe M3 CBOEro Jo-
Ma, MOTOMY 4YTO €ro JOM DACIIOJIOXKEH HA XOJMe
HeZOCTATOYHO BBICOKO, Aa M OKHa ofpalleHbl He
B Ty cTOpoHy. OH HaBepHAKA HCNOJBL3OBAJA ANA
nojaa4yy CHTrHAJOB MOI0 GalllHIO — M K TOMY JXKe
caM npuxoausa curHaauts! OH Aydyllle MeHA 3HaeT
Bce moTaliHble nMepexoasl, HUMEIOLIHeCA B 3TOM JO-
me. EMy HH4Yero He CTOHT NPOHHKHYTh CIOJa B
ao0oe BpeMsa, KOrga emMy 3TO NOHazobuTcA.

Hdetu cpasy e rogyManau, 4yro mucrep Bapaunr,
BEPOATHO, M B CAMOM JeJie OhLI TeM 4YeJOBEeKOM, YTO
nogaBaja curHaiabl, OHM NPUCTAIBHO CMOTPEJH Ha
mrucrepa Jlenyapa, HaUMHAA AYMATh, YTO OH AEHCT-
BUTEJIBHO He HMEeeT HMKAKOI0 OTHOLLUEHUSA K CTpPaH-
HOCTAM, TBODAILMMCSH B 3TOM AOME.

— He 3naio, nouemy Biok He gomkeH 060 BceM
9TOM 3HATh, — cKasan mucrep Jlenyap, mogHuma-
Ack ¢ MecTa. — J[JIA MeHsA COBepLIeHHO ACHO, YTO
Bapauur mMor 6bl NMpOJMTL CBET HA MHOrHME CTPaH-
Hble BElM, KOTOPhIEe 3AeCh NMPOMUCXOAAT. fI BBIACHIO
y Bioka, BOBHHKANIH JHM y Hero Korpa-Hubyanb Ka-
Kue-160 rmoao3peHus.

JxyauaH noTHo ckan ry6ui. Ecan mucrep Jle-
Hyap cofupaeTca pacckasaTh Bce BJIOKY, KOTODBIi
HaBepPHAKA KAKMM-TO 06pa3oM IPUYACTEH K 3aroBO-
py, GoNbllie OH eMy HMYEero He CKaKeT.
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— ¥ BmIACHIO, 4TO 060 BceM atom aymaer BUiok,
a MOTOM, eCcJM HaM CAMHM He YAA4CTCH pPaCKpPLITh
TaiiHy, MBI O0pPaTHMCA B IOJHMLMIO, — CKa3aJ MHC-
Tep Jlenyap, BoIXOAA M3 KOMHATHI.

JbkyanaHy He xoresoch HHMYero Gosblue roso-
puth nipu Muccuc Jlenyap. Ilosromy oH pesako cme-
HHJI TEMY pa3rosopa.

— A Kak Hacuyer 3aBTpaka? — cnpocusa oH. — 51
€CTh XO04y.

Bce mouwtu 3aBTpakaTh, xota Mapubesr coBceM
He MorJia ectb. OHa Bce JyMaJsia O CBOEM IpOraBilueM
Gpare.

— 3Haere, — ckasan JxyamaH, KOraa OHHM OC-
TaINCh 34 CTOJIOM OOHH, — JAaBaiiTe-ka monpobyem
caMH 3aHATHCA packpniTveM TtaiiH. Ilpexxne Bcero
MHe OBl XoTeJOCh Kak cjeayer oOBICKATH KOMHATY
TBOero orua, L xopmx. OTTyna HaBepHAKA €CTh Ka-
KOI-TO ApPYTOi BBHIXOA, IOMHMMO TOIO MOTAMHOro mne-
pexoaa, KOTODhIif MBI 3HAEM.

— YT0, n0-TBOEMY, TaM NMPOM3OILILIO HOYLIO? —
cnpocun [uk.

— A aymalo, uTo YepHABHIHl BOLLIEA B KOM-
HaTy M CIOPATAJICA, PEelLUHUB BBIKAATH, IOKA AALA
KBeHTHH KpenKo 3acHeT W MOXXHO 6yaeT CNoOKOii-
HO IONBITATLCA INPOHMKHYTH B IOTAMHOI nepe-
X0A, — 3aAyMuuBO nporosopua JIkyauan. — A
MOKa OH MPATAJCA, KTO-TO OTKyZAa-TO NMPOHUK B
KOMHATY, 4TOOB MOXMTHTH AAA0 KeenTuHHa. 3a-
yeM, A He 3HAIO, HO A Tak Aymalo. Torga Yep-
HABBIA OT HEOXKHAAHHOCTH 3aKpHuas, U ero Jubo
CTYKHYJHM npo roJjose, aubo emie 4To-HUBYAB C
HUM chenaau. A 3aTeM ero IOXHTHJIH BMeCTe C
aaneit KsenTnHOM M yTamuaum oGOMX yepe3 Ka-
KOM-TO TaliHBIfi XO0J, KOTOpOro MEI He 3HaeM.

— Hla, — cornacuaacey Jxopmx. — M noxurun
unx muctep Bapauur! 1 cosepuieHHO ACHO cablIana,
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Kak Yepuaswlt KpukHya: ¢«Mucrep Bapaunurls O=n,
HaBepHOe, BKJIOYMJI CBOIl (OHADMK M YBHAEN ero.
— BnonHe BO3MOXKHO, HX CIIPATAJIH rae-HUOyab
B JoMe Mucrepa Bapauura, — ckasasna Bapyr AHH.
— Koneynol — sockankuya JDxynunan. — Kak
3aT0 A He moayman of arom? Pasymeercs, HMEHHO
TaM OHM M HaXOAATCA. 51 roToB CIIyCTHTHLCA BHM3 U

[IOCMOTPeTb.
— O, Bo3bMH MeHA C cofoiil — B3amosuaace
>xopmxk.
— Her, — orpe3an Ixyaunan. — Hu B Koem

cayyael 9T0 — MOBOJBHO ONACHOE NpeanpusTHe, a
mucrep BapaMHr — CKBEpHBIR M ONacHBIN YeJIOBEK.
Hu rebsa, un Mapubean s He Bo3smy. Co MHOMN moii-
et Juk.

— 3T10 IIpPOCTO MOANIO ¢ TBOEH CTOpPOHBIl — Haua-
na Jxopmx, cBepkasa ruasamMu. — YeMm a xysxke
mansunmukn? A Bce pasHo noiiay!

— Hy 410 X, ec1¥ THI HHYEM He XY)Ke MaJb-
YHIIKHA — a 3TO A Npu3Halo, — cKasanx J[»Kyau-
aH, — MOoYeMy THI He MOXKeIllb BMECTO Hac OC-
TaTLCA M Npurasgers 3a AHH u MapuGean? Mu He
XOTHM, 4YTOOLI M HX TOXKe ITIOXHMTWIH.

— Ax, JTixopmx, He yxomy, — nompocwia AHH. —
Ocranncsa ¢ Hamul

— 5 BooOmie cuMTal0, YTO MATH Tyaa — IpO-
cro Geaymue, — ckasana Jxopmx. — Mucrep
Bapauur Bce paBHO Bac K cefe He mycTHUT. A ecau
Bl Aaxke U BoltaeTe K HeMy, BaM He yaacrca o6bI-
cKaTh BCe notaliHele yroJiku B ero gome. Tam mx
no KpaiiHeit Mepe CTOJBKO ke, ecau He Goiasblue,
YeM B 3TOM JOMe.

JDxyauaH HeBOABHO mnogyMana, 4TO JKOpmx
npaBa. Ho nmoneiTaTeca BCE-TAKHM CTOMJIO.

ITocne 3aBTpaka OHM ¢ JIMKOM ABMHYJUCh BHU3
M0 XOJIMY B CTOPDOHY AaoMa muctrepa Bapauura. Ox-
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HAKO, KOrZa OHM MOAOLLIH K HeMy, OKa3aloCh, YTO
Bech oM 3arnepT. HUKTO He OTBeYa  HH Ha KX CTYK,
HHM HA 3BOHOK B ABepb. IIITopm 6bLIM 3afepHYTHI,
OKHA 3aKPBITH, ABIM M3 TPYOH He LueJI.

CanoBHHK, 06pabaThIBABILIKI LIBETOYHEIE KJIYM-
Onl HA coceHEeM Y4YACTKe, CKa3as:

— Mucrep Bapauur yexan oranixarb. Cerogusa
YTPOM yexaJ, Ha cBoelt mamuHe. Bee ero cayru To-
e B OTIyCKe.

— Ol — ofeckypaskeHH0 BOCKJIHMKHYI JKymaH. —
A Obur ¢ HuM KTo-HMOyAbL B MammnHe, Hanpumep
MY>XX4YMHA ¥ MAJILYHK?

Bonpoc, BuauMo, yausua cagosHuka. On orpu-
LIATEJIBHO MOKAa4YaJ I'oJIOBOIA.

— Her. Ou 6uL1 OAMH ¥ NpaBUJ MAIUKMHOM caMm.

— Baarogapio Bac, — cxkasan JxynauaH u BMe-
cte ¢ Jukom BepHyiaca Ha IIuxk KonrpaGamaucra.
Kax 310 crpannol Mucrep Bapauur sanep aom u
yxarua Ge3 csoux rureHHuKOB! Torga 4To ke OH ¢
HuMH caenan? la 1 Boobuie, C Yero 3To OH B3sAJ Aa
u noxutua aagio Ksentuna? JKyauaH BCIIOMHMI,
410 MHcTep JleHyap HHKaK 3TOoro He OOBACHWI.
3Han JH OH, B YeM 3aKJovanach uens Bapaunra, u
npocTo He 3axores o6 3roM rosoputs? Bee 310 GBLIO
KpalfHe 3arago4Ho.

Tem BpemeHem J)xopa)k NpPOM3BOAMIA KOe-Ka-
Ky10 pa3BeaKy coScrBeHHbIMU cuiamu. OHa npoBpa-
Jlach B KOMHATY OTLIA M CAMBLIM TIIaTeJbHBIM ofpa-
30M OrJIAfeja BCe BOKDYT — He OTHILIETCA JH CJy-
yatHO ewwe kKaxko#-HuOyas mnoraltHOM xo;m, O
KoTopoM YepHABLIA He 3HAI.

Ona npocTyKana CTeHhl, OTBEPHyJIa KOBep u 06-
ciaenosasia giolfiM 3a giofiMoM Bech mosn. CHoBa mo-
npofoBasia HAIYNATH OTBEPCTHE B IUIATAHOM ILKA-
¢dy. Eit oueHs XOTeJOCh NMPOHMKHYTHL Yepe3 HEro B
noralftHo#t nepexox H OThicKaTs TuMMH. BHu3y
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ABeph B KafuHer ObUIa ONATH 3anepra, a CKas3aTh
muctepy Jlenyapy o THMMH M IOIIPOCHTH €ro O IO-
MOLUM OHA He peluajach.

Jlxopmx cosceM Ouu10 cobpanack yiTH U3 THXOMN
KOMHATHI, KOra 3aMeTWJa YTO-TO Ha MNOJIY OKOJIO
okHa. OHa HarHyJaach M IOQHAJNIA BalABLIMiiCA
npeamMer. 910 6bla ManeHbKu# wypymuuk. OHa or-
aapenaach BOKpyr. MHTepeCHO, OTKYA& OH BhInan?

Buauane oHa HUrZe He BHAEAA LUYPYIIOB TAKOIO
axe pasmepa. Ho noToM B3risag ee ynan Ha CHAEHbe
y okHa. TaM GBLIM TaKHe e UIypynbl — HMH BepX-
HAA ayGoBaa muaHKa Obla NIpMBHHYEHA K HUIKHeMN.

3HYYHMT, WIYPYT BRINAA H3 cuAeHbA? A nouemy
BADYT OH Mor Buinactb? Bce ocTanbHuie GbUIM Kpern-
KO 3aBMHuYeHnl. OHAa BHMMATEJLHO pa3rjAabIBaiIa
MX M BADYT THXOHBKO BCKPMKHyJa. «OgHOro wypy-
na He XBaTaeT — TOro, YTO B CepeAMHe, BOT C ITOM
CTOPOHBI, — IPOHECJIOCh Y Hee B IoJjioBe. — JTO Ha-
RO Kak ciaeayer ofayMaThs.

OHa npunoMHuAa COOGBITHA TIPOLLION HOYH.
BcrmiomMHMIa, KaK KTO-TO IMPOKPAICA B KOMHATY, IMO-
K& OHA MpPATAJaCh MOA KPOBAThIO, KAK KTO-TO YTO-
TO TaKoe AeJ&J BO3je OKHA, HAKJIOHAACh HAZ MOJ-
HPOBAHHBIM cuaeHbeM. OHA BCIIOMHHJA THXHE
3BYKH — MNO3BAKHBAHHME MeTajlja, Kakoe-TO MO0-
CKPMIIBIBAHKHE. OTO BBHHYHBAJIM B CHAEHbLE LUYpY-
nsll

«KT0-TO HOUBIO NPUBUHYNBA KDBILIKY CUAEHbA
M B TEMHOTE YPOHHJ OAMH H3 MaJeHBKHX LUYypyII-
4YUKOB, — Aymana J[?KOpZK, HAUMHAA NPUXOLHUTDH B
BO30Y)KAEHHOE COCTOAHME. — 3ayeM IoHano0HUJIoCh
ero npuBuHYHBaTh? YT06Ll uTO-TO cniparars? Yto
TaM, BHyTpH cujeHba? Koraa cryunmns mo Hemy,
KaXkeTca, 4to TaM mycro. KpeIIUKYy HuKorza He
MOAHHMMAIOT. OT0 A 3Hal0. OHa Bceraa GulIa KPEIKo
NPUBMHYEHA, MIOTOMY 4YTO A IIOMHIO, KaK MCKaia
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nox cuaeHbeM Kad BpOAE TOro, KakKoil ecTh y Hac
JIOMa, HO TAM HHYEro He OKa3aJioChs.

Jxopak Hauasa Bce Gojblle YKPEIUIATLCA B
TOl MBICJH, YTO CHAEHbE 3aKJIOuaeT B cebe Ka-
Kyio-To Taiiny. OHa BBICKOYMJA M3 KOMHATHI,
yTo6sl AO6GBITHL OTBepTKY. Haiigsa ee, aeBouka mo-
crneluMJia HAa3an.

OHa 3akpbuIa ABepb M 3amepia ee Ha KJIO4Y Ha
TOT caydaii, ecin ABUTCA BUIOK M HayHeT pPa3HIOXH-
BaTh, 4YTO TYT npoucxomuTt. Ilocne aroro Jxopmx
NPUHAJACH OPYAOBATh OTBEPTKOI1. UTO OHa Haiiger
B cugeHbe? Eif He Teprnesiocs mocKopee yBHAETH, YTO
TaM.



TJIABA BOCEMHAIIIATAA
YAHBHTeAbHbIE OTKPBITHS

B ToT camulit MOMEHT, KOrjga OoHa ao0paJjiach y»Ke
MOYTH A0 MOCJAeAHero wypymna, B ABeph MOCTYYasu.
Jxopmx B3APOTHYJIA OT HEOXKHUAAHHOCTH M 3aMep-
aa. Ona He orBeuasa, Onacaach, 4YTo 3to mucrep Jle-
Hyap wian Buok.

Ho, x senuuaiiinemy cpoeMmy OG/er4eHuIo, OoHa
yeasiana rosoc JKyanana:

— ILxopmx! Twr TyT?

JleBouKa MOCHENIHO OTKPELIA ABeph. Manbunky,
3a KOTOphIMH 1LIH AHH 1 Mapubens, souun. Y pe-
6ar Owin yauBiaeHHbldt BuA. JKOpAK 3akpsuIia
ABEPL M CHOBA ee 3amepaa.

— Mucrep Bapaunr yexan, a Ha A0M CBO¥ NoOBe-
cun 3aMoK, — coobumn xyaman. — Tak uto Tam
HUYero y3HaTh He YAAJIOCh. A YTO 3TO ThI TaKoe Je-
naemb, Ixopax?

— PassuHumBalo cuaeHe, — OOBACHHJIA
J>xopmK M pacckasasa MM O LUypyIle, HaliAeHHOM
e0 Ha moay. CTpalIHO 3aMHTepecOBaHHble, peGaTa
CrPYAWIHNCh BOKPYT Hee.

— Monogunna, xopmk, — ckasan JIuk. —
Jait-ka A 3aKOHUY.

— Her, cnacu6o. 1 nauana, A u goBexy Aeno A0
KOHUa, — 3aasuaa JHxopax. OHa BbIBHHTHJIA IIO-
CJeRHMI LIypyT, & 3aTeM MPHMIIOAHAIA Kpail cH-
AeHba. OKas3anoch, 4YTO OH OTKHALIBAeTCHA, Kak
KDBILIIKA.

JleTH MCIyraHHO HA4YajdH 3arJfALbLIBATHL BHYTDb.
Yro-To oHn TaMm yBHAAT? K cBoeMy Benunuaiiiemy
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YAWBJIEHHIO ¥ Pa304YapoOBaHHIO, OHH He YBUJAEAH HH-
Yero, KpoMe MyCTOro ALUMKA.

— AX TBI, Kaxas »xanoctsl — BOCKJIUKHYJA UK,
onyckaa Kpeluky, — Jymaro, I»xopax, BpAx Jau
TBl CJBILIANA, 4YTOOBI KTO-TO 3aBUHYMBAJI JTY
Kpeiuky. Tebe, HaBepHOe, IIPOCTO NMOKA3AJIOCH.

— Her, He nmokasajsoch, — KOPOTKO OTBETHJA
Joxopak. OHa cHOBa mMOAHANA KPBILUKY M BJe3ja
BHYTDBb ALIMKOOOpasHOro cuiaeHes. Tam oHa crana
TONmaTh HOraMH, HaJaBJMBATh HA AHO ALLMKA.

W Bapyr, coBeplIeHHO HEOXKHAAHHO, pa3faica
KAKOi-TO HerpOMKHII CKpHUIN, M AHUILE MYCTOro CHU-
AeHbA OTKMHYJIOCB BHM3, CJIOBHO JABepLia, YKpemn-
JIeHHasA Ha MneTJe.

Jxop/K axHyJa M yUenuilach pyKaMH 3a Kpas
awmka. C MuHyTy oHa GosTanach B BO3AyXe, HO IO-
TOM eif Bce-TakM yaanocs BbiOparscs. Bce mosua
cmorpeax BHU3. IIpAMO mepea HUMH 3MsJIa OrpOM-
HaA abIpa, r1y6GMHA KOTOpOM, OAHAKO, He NpeBhIla-
Ja BoceMH ¢GytoB. lanee oHa, BUAMMO, PACIUMDPA-
Jach M Bejla B OAMH K3 TeX NOA3EeMHBIX TOHHeed,
KOTOpbIe NMPOHU3LIBAJIM BeCh XOJAM. B0O3MOXKHO, OT-
cioaa “MeJCcA Jajke TalHbI# nepexoa K gomy Bap-
JIMHrAa.

— Bor 3ro gal — BockaukHya Iuxk. — Kto Gu
mor noaymars! I yBepeH, 4TOo 06 3TOM TOHHeJe He
3Han naxxe YepHABBIA.

— Cnycrumea tyna? — npemioxuiaa JHxopmk. —
HasaiiTe nocMOTpHUM, a Kyaa OH Beaer. Moxer, MbI
Haitnem Tummu.

B aty mMuHyTy pebATa ycablllasn, KaK KTO-TO
NbITAETCA MOBEPHYTh PYYKY ABepu. JIBeps Oblsa 3a-
nepra. Torga KTo-TO B Hee Herepreauso 3abGapaba-
HWJI, 1 OHHU YCJBILIAIH Pa3fpaKeHHbIN roJoc:

— ITouemy aBeps 3anepra? OTKpoiiTe CHIO e
muHyTyl YTO BHI TAM Agenaere?
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— 9r0 oren, — npowenrana Mspubenn, raags
Ha pebAT pACIUMPEHHBRIMH OT MCIyra rjasaMu. —
A, noxanyit, noiigy orkpoio.

JoxopmK TyT e Ge33ByYHO ONMYCTHJIA KDBILIKY
cuaeHpa. OHa He xorena, uytoObl Mucrep Jlenyap
yBHAEJ HMX HoBelimee orkpeiTHe. Koraa aseps OT-
Kpbuin, mucrep JleHyap yBMAen Aereif, CTOALUMX
BOKPYT CHAEHBA HJIM CHAALIMX HA HEM.

— §1 xopowmeHbKO norosopua ¢ Biokom, — cka-
3aJ OH, — M, KaK A ¥ AyMaJ, OH HHYero He 3HaeT o
TOM, 4TO 3Aech npoucxoauT. OH Guln KpaitHe yAUB-
JIEH, YCJABLILUAB O CHMTFHAJaX, KOTOpble KTO-TO Nojaa-
paa ¢ Gaimunu. Ho oH He aymaer, 4TO MX nojgasaj
muctep Bapauur. ITo ero MHEHHIO, TYT MOXeT GbITH
KaKO0i1-TO 3arosop, HaNpaBJEHHBII IIPOTUB MEHA. .

— Ol — BOCKJIMKHYJ M AeTH, IIOAYMAaB mnpo cebs,
4yT0 OHM O He nmoBepuan BiOKy Tak Jierko, Kak,
BHAMMO, eMy nosepua mucrep Jlenyap.

— Bce aro kpaitHe oropumwio Bioka, — ckasan
mucrep Jlenyap. — OH uyBcTByer ceba cosceM GOJib-
HBIM, K A BeJIeJ eMy IOATH OTAOXHYTh, IIOKA MbI He
pellMM, YTO AeJaTh Jajbliie.

Ilo mHeHuio nereif, oropuuth Bioka 6bliI0 He
TaK-TO Jierko. Bce OHM cpasy JKe 3amnojO3pWJIH, YTO
OH BOBCE He CTAHEeT OTABLIXaTh, 4, CKOpee BCero, Ky-
na-Hubyab OTIIPABMTCA 110 CBOMM AEJIMILKAM.

— MHe Hazmo 3aHATHCA KoOe-KaKoil pa6oroii, —
ckasan mucrep Jlenyap. — 51 3BOHMJI B moanuuio,
HO, K COKAJIEHHIO, HHCIIeKTopa Her Ha Mmecre. OH
caM MHe MO3BOHHMT KaK TOJIBKO BepHeTcAa. CriocoGHbI
Bbl BO3AEPIKATHCA OT IIPOKAa3, IIOK& A He 3aKOHYY
cBoio paGory?

JosonsHO raymelit Bonpoc, moaymanau aeru. Hu-
KTO HHMYero He orseTuJ. Mucrep Jlenyap nogapma
MX OAHOM H3 CBOMX BHE3AIIHBIX YJhIOOK, MO4YeMy-TO
BADYT PacCMesuUICA M BhILLIEJ.
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— Ioitny 3arnany B XoMHaty Bsoka u nocmor-
pio, AeMCTBUTENBHO JHU OH TaM, — ckasan J[xyan-
aH, KaK TOJAbKO Mucrep JIeHyap CKpBUICA U3 BUAY.

OH npouren B TO KPBLJO JOMA, TAe pa3Mellanachk
NPUCAYTA, ¥ THXOHBKO OCTAHOBWJICH Nepea KOMHa-
Toit Bnoka. [Isepsr OnLia cJerka IpHOTBOpPEHa, M B
mennb Bee 610 BUAHO. J)KyauaH yBHAENn Ha IOCTe-
aHu oyepraHua Teaa Bioka, Jexainero B rocrenu, u
TeMHOe IATHO roJIOBH HA NOoAYILKe. 3aHaBecH ObLIu
3a7epHYTHI, HO B KOMHaTe GLUIO’ BCce JKe JOBOJILHO
CBeTJIO.

JxyamaH NOCIeIIHO BePHYJICA Ha3an.

— Jla, OH JnefiCTBHTEJILHO B MOCTEJH, — CO0D-
ua oH pebatam. — Hy 4To K, Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMsA
MOJKHO O HeM He AyMmaThb. Moxer, nmonpoSyem cmy-
CTUTHCA B 3Ty ALIPY IIOJ OKOHHBIM cuaeHbem? Mue
GBI y)KacCHO XOTeJIOCh Y3HATh, KyAA OHA Beler.

— O nal NasaiiTel — OTKJHKHYJNCh XOPOM Je-
TU. Ho crpeIrHYyTH BHH3 ¢ BOCBMH(YTOBOI BbICOTHI
6LLI0 OYeHb TPYAHO — 3TO I'PO3MJIO HeH30eIKHBIMH
yuinbamu. JKyauaH DOPBITHYJA TNepBbBIM, U €My
BeCbMa CMJIBHO goctanochk. OH KpuKHyJa JIuKy:

— Ilpuperca ROGLITH BEPEBKY M NPHUBA3ATL €€ K
yemy-HUOyAb HaBepXy, a KOHel| CIYCTHMTh BHH3.
IIpeiraTh ¢ TaKOi BBICOTHI YIKACHO HEIPHATHO!

Ho He ycnen JIMK moBepHYTbCA, 4TOOBI OTIIpa-
BHUTBCHA HA IIOMCKH BEPEeBKHM, KaK OHHM CHOBA YCJBI-
1maam rogoc Jxxyanana:

— Oit, Bce B nopaake! A ToabKO YTO Koe-4TO 3a-
Metrua. B creHKax caenaHbl HeGoabluue BbIOOH-
Hbl — TYAA MOXHO BCTABHTb HOT'y MJH PYKy.
paHbLIe MX MPOCTO He 3aMeTHJ. Bnl Mo)kere MMH
BOCIOJB30BATHCA, YTOOBI CITYCTHTLCA CIOAA.

Tax, Apyr 3a APYKKOif, OHH CIIYCTHJIHMCH BHH3,
NoJbL3YyACh BHIGOMHAMH Kak cTyneHbKamu. J[xopmx
He CMOIJIa HalllyIaTh OAHY MJH ABe BLIGOMHBI U, He
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HaiigA, 38 4YTO yXBATHTBCHA, HECKOJBKO MOCJIeAHHX
¢yTOB nposeresia BHM3, CHJIBHO YAAPHUBIINCH O 3eM-
mo Horamu. Ho oHa He ymubnacse.

Kaxk OHM M npeanoJjarajH, M3 ABIPDHI HMMeJICA
NMpPOXOoA B APYroi NOTaifHOM TOHHEJb, HO B HEM ObI-
JIM CTYNIeHbKH, KOTOphIe BeJIM NMPAMO BHU3, TAK YTO
OHM B CKOPOM BpeMEeHH OKAa3aJINCh HMXKe YPOBHA A0-
ma. ! TyT oM nonaau B JaOMPHHT TOHHeJEH, KO-
TOpeIMH OBIJ M3pe3aH XOJIM, HANOMHMHAaBIUMI co60I0
corul. Pe6ATa OCTAHOBWIHCS.

— ITocaywaiite! Jansuie UATH Heab3A, — CKa-
san JLxynuan. — Mur 3abayaumca. C HaMH Ternepb
Het YepHsasoro, a Mapubesn He cymeer HaliTu AOpO-
ry. Bpoauts TyT onacHo.

OHHM ychABIIIAJH TJAYyXOil IUyM LuIAaros, JOHecC-
wuiica U3 TOHHe A caeBa. Bce cpasy ke momnpa-
Taauch B TeHb, & Jl)KyJmaH BBIKJIOYMJI CBOM
¢oHapUK.

— Hx aBoel — npouientana AHH, Koraa U3 6am-
JKaiflllero TOHHeJNA nokasamuch ase ¢urypsl. Oaun
6bL1 OYeHb BBICOKHMIA M JOJArOBA3LIi, a APYroil — 1a,
BHe BCAKOINO COMHeHHA, 310 6bu1 Biok! A ecin He
Baok, TO TOuHaA ero Konus.

My>XYMHBI THXO meperoBapHBAJINCH, OTBedYasn
Apyr apyry Ha Bbnpocel. Ho Kak e 3T0 Mor GbI
6eiTh BJOK, ecaiu OH Tak npexkpacHo cabslut? a n
Boo6iie, Biok Beas Obin1 B mocreau. Ilpouwnio ka-
KUX-HUOYAb KECATh MHHYT C Tex nop, Kak JKyau-
aH ero TaM Buaea. YrTo ke, BBIXOAHUT, CYLLUECTBYIOT
nBa Bioka? — nogymana J[Kopmx. 9ta MbICAB yaKe
He B IIepPBBIA pa3 npuiuia e B rojioBy.

My XYHHBI CKDHIJIMNCHL B APYINOM TOHHeJe, H
APKHH cBeT MX (oHapelt nmocreneHHo ucues. Ox-
HAKO MNPHUIJYILUEHHBI 3BYK TrOJOCOB BCe elle
GBI CABILLEH.

— Iloitaem 3a Humu? — cnpocua Juk.
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— Hu B Koem cayyae, — ckasan xyaman. —
Mzl MOKeM MOTEpATH MX M3 BUAY M camu 3abiy-
IMTBECA. A KpOMe TOrO — 4TO, €CJIM OHH BAPYT OrA-
HYTCA M YBHAAT, YTO MBI HX mnpecaeagyem? Ms1 mo-
rnajzeM B OINACHLIA Ieperuier.

— §1 yGexxaeHa, YTO OGHUM M3 MY»KYWH Ob1J1 MucC-
tep Bapauur, — saaswna Bapyr AHH. — 51 He Buaesna
ero Jinua, oTOMY 4YTO Ha Hero He najai ceer oHapa,
HO OH CTPAILIHO MOXOXK Ha Mucrepa Bapamura —
YKACHO BEICOKHIH M KAKOM-TO BeCh BLITAHYTHII!

— Ho seas mucrep BapauHr yexan, — Bmema-
nace MapubGen.

— Cumraercs, yYTO yexan, — IMoONpasuja ee
Jxopmx. — Iloxodke, YTO OH BEPHYJICA, KOHEYHO,
ecau 3ro 6bn oH. MHTepecHO, KyAa e MOLILIM 3TH
JBOE — MOXKET, HABeCTHTh Moero orua u YepHsaso-
ro, KaxK BhI Aymaere?

— Bnoane Bo3aMokHO, — ckasan J[xyamaH. —
Mouwtn o6parHo. Mbel npocTo He cMeeM OxHHM Gpo-
AUTH TI0 3THM CTApPhLIM TOHHeAAM. YepHABHI! roeo-
PHJI, YTO OHH TAHYTCA HA MHOTME MHJIM, IlepeceKa-
10TCA ApYyr C APYTOM, MIOQHHMAIOTCA BBEPX, CIIyCKa-
IOTCA BHHM3, HAYT BKPYTOBYIO YyTh JIH HE JO CAMOro
Gonora. Ecin MBI TyT 3abayaAMMCA, HAM YKe HHU 3a
4TO He BHIOpAaTHCA.

OHu noBepHyJIUCH, YTOOBI MATH HA3aN. JIomm O
KOHIIA CTYINeHeK, M0 KOTOPLIM OHH B3Gupanucsh, pe-
6ATa OYYTHJIHCh B IIpOEMe, YTO HAXOAUJICH IOX CH-
AeHbeM. IIOAHATHLCA HaBepx C NMOMOILUBLIO BLIGOMH B
CTeHKAax oTBepcTHA ObIJI0 HeTpYyAHO.

B cKOpOM BpeMeHHM BCe OHM CHOB& OKAa3aJNuCh B
KOMHATEe M C PaJOCTHIO YBUAENH COJHEUYHELIN CBer,
cTpyAwMitica B OKHO. OHM BBIMIAHYJM HApYXY.
Hag Gonorom cHoBa Hayan KJAyOMTBCA TyMaH, XOTH
3nech, HaBepXy, XOAM ObLT 3aJIMT 30JI0THCTHIM CBe-
TOM COJIHILA.
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— 5 BBepHy wmypynel o6paTHO B KDPBIIUKY CH-
AeHbA, — cKasaa JDKyamaH, onycKas KpBILIKY H
B3AB B PYKHM orBeprKy. — Toraa, ecan Baok asur-
cA, OH He Y3HAaeT, YTO MKl OOHAPY>KWJIH HOBBIH MO-
TaitHoit xoa. S MoUYTH yBepeH, YTO 3TO OH OTBHHTMJI
wypynsl, 4To6sl MucTep BapauHr Mor NnpoHUKHYTH
B KOMHATY, & MOTOM CHOBA MX 3aBHHTHJ, YTOObI
HHUKTO He JOrafajcA, YTO TYT MPOH3OLLLIO.

On 6BICTPO BBMHTHJI LIYDPYILI, & IIOTOM B3IJA-
HyJI Ha 4achl.

— Ceifuac y»xe nout BpeMa ofesa, U A JOBOJb-
HO cuiabHO nporoaopaics. Kak 6ul MHe xotenoch,
4To06H! 3aech ¢ HaMu ObL1 ctapuHa YepHABbIl, Hy H,
KoHeuHo, aana Ksentun. Hazelock, 4TO ¢ HUMH Bce
B nopaake, u ¢ TumMmmMu — Toxke, — ckasan IKyau-

an. — HurepecHo, Biok Bce ewmwe B nocreny Hau
6poautr rae-Hubyar no ToHHenam? Iloitay omnaTh
B3rJIAHY.

Bckope OH noABWIICA € 03aKa4YE€HHBIM BUAOM.

— Jla, OH IIpecroKOiHO JIe3KUT cebe B IOCTENH.
YepTOBCKH CTPAHHO.

Bo Bpemsa nenua Biok He nmoaBmuica. Capa cka-
3asa, YTO OH IPOCHJI ero He GeCIIOKOUTDL, €CJIM OH He
npuger.

— V¥ Hero 6eIBAIOT YyKaCHBLIe IoJIOBHEIe Goau, —
cKasasa oHa. — Mooker OniTh, nomnoadxe oH Gyzaer
YyBCTBOBATH ceba ayuie.

Eit y»xacHO XOTeJOoCh MOroBOPHTH 000 BCEM, HO
AeTH peluWIM HHU4yero el He rosoputb. OHa 6blia
O4YeHb CHMIIATHMYHAA M HPABHMJACh MM, HO IIOYEMY-
10 Ha IIuke Kourpafauaucra oHu BoOOLIE HUKOMY
He poBepanu. Takum obpasom Cape HuYero He yaa-
JIOCh Y HUX BBIBEATh, M OHA YIILIA HaLyTaA.

Ilocne ean! xyauaH CIyCTHJICA BHH3 IIOrOBO-
puth ¢ Mucrepom JlenyapoM. OH cumuTai, 4To, Haxke
€CJIM MHCIIEKTOPAa HeT B IOJHMLENCKOM yyacTKe, da-
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A0 TIOCTABHTHL B M3BECTHOCTh KOro-to apyroro. O
oyeHb GECNIOKOMJICA O CBOEM AAae M 0 YepHABOM.
EMy HeBOJILHO NMPUXOAWJIO B IOJIOBY, Y HE BBbILY-
maa Ju Mucrep JleHyap, 4YTO HHCIEKTOpa HET Ha
MecTe, IPOCTO YTOOBI MOTAHYTH BpeMA.

Koraa Jl>xyauan nocryyaica B KabuHeT MucTepa
JleHyapa, TOT BCTPETHJI €ro O4YeHb CepAMTO.

— Al 910 Thl — ckasan oH. — J xxaan Bioka.
51 yxe HeCKOJIBKO pa3 3BOHHJ, YTOOBI OH SABHJICA.
3BOHOK 3BEHHMT NPAMO B €ro KOMHaTe, M A COBep-
LLIEHHO He NOHMMAIO, rodYeMy OH He mzaer. I xouy,
yTOOBI OH IIOLLIEJ BMECTE CO MHOM B IMOJHLUIO.

«9T10 Xxopoiuols — moayman npo ceba xyauan,
a BCJYX OH CKa3ar:

— Iloitny moroporumio ero, mucrep Jlenyap. §1
3HaIO, rae ero KOMHarTa.

Jxynuan B3Gexas BBepX IIO JIECTHHMLIE M O4Yy-
TIWICA Ha IJIOLIAJKE, OTKY/AA YepHaA JIECTHHUIlA Besa
B KOMHAaThI npucayru. OH ToakHys asBeps Biaoka.

Biok, no Bceit BUAMMOCTH, BCe elle CIaa B CBoei
noctenu! JKynuaH rpOMKO OKJMKHYJ €ro, HO IMo-
TOM BCIIOMHMJI, YTO OH rayxoit. Torga oH moaouen
K IOCTEJIM ¥ JOBOJILHO GecLiepeMeHHO TPOHYJI JIexa-
1L1IET0 3a’ ILIeYO.

Ho mnsieyo okasajloch KaKMM-TO CTPAHHO Msr-
Kum! JkyauaH OTAEPHYJ DPYyKY M BHHMMATEJBLHO
praaaencsa. 1 BOT TyT-TO OH MCOBITAN HACTOALLUMK
ok!

B nocreanm He 6vln10 Hukakoro Baokal Ka-
KOM-TO GoaplIOil 11ap, MOKpAIlEeHHbI 4YepHOH
KpacKoil TakK, 4To6bl OH NOXOAMJ HAa TrOJIOBY,
6bI1 TNOYTHM MOJHOCTHIO HAKPBIT NPOCTBHIHEH, a
korza J>xyauan ot6pocun oaesano, OH yBHAeN
BMecTO Tesa DBioka 6oabllOii HEpPOBHBIN CBep-
TOK, JIOBKO YJIOXKEHHBI TaKuMM o6pasom, 4TOOHI
NOXOAHUTHL HA 4YeJlOBeYecKoe TeJiol

166



— Tak BOT K KakomMy TpPIOKY npuberaer Biok
Kkl pa3, Korga xodeT KyAa-HHOYyAbL YJAH3IHYTH
M B TO JXe BPeMsA NPHUTBOPHUTHLCA, YTO OH — Yy ce6A B
KomHatel — npousHec Beayx JpkyiauaH. — 3HAYHUT,
YeJIOBEK, KOTOpPOrO MhI BHJAEJHM CErOAHA yTPOM B
TOHHeJe, ObLT He KTO MHOM, Kak BJioK; n HaBepHA-
Ka TOT 4YeJIOBeK, KoToporo JXKOp/K BUAeJa BYepa B
OKHO GeceayomuuMm ¢ Muctepom BapiauHrom, Toxke
6uu1 Baok. M coBcem oH He rayxoif. 310 O4eHb JIOB-
KW, KOBApHBIH, BEPOJIOMHBINH MOLLIEHHHK!



TJIABA JTEBATHAJIIATAS

Miucrep BapAHHr 3aroBopHa

A 4TO )Xe TeM BpPeMeHeM IIPOMCXOAMJIO C aaneit
KBeutnnoM u YepuasewiM? MHOro BecbMa CTpaH-
HBIX Berueit!

IInne KBeHTHHY CyHYJHM B POT KJAN M CAENATH
KaKoM-TO YKOJI HADKOTHKA, TAK 4YTO OH He GbLI B CO-
CTOAHUM CONPOTHBJIATHLCA MJAM IIPOM3HECTH XOThb
CJI0BO, KOrza Mucrep BapjauHr croas HeOXKMIaHHO
npobpajica K HeMy B KOMHarty. ClyCTHTBL €ro BHU3
4Yepe3 INpoeM NoJ OKOHHBIM CHAEHBEM He IPeACTaB-
JAN0 HUKaxKoro Tpyaa. OH rpoMKO LJIENHYJCA O
3eMJTIO B CHJIBHO yiunbes.

ITlorom BHM3 ciycTiau Geguary YepHsasoro, a 3a
HHUM IOCJeRoBas MucTep BapamHr, JOBKO 1oJb30-
BaBLIMICA BBIGOMHAMH B CTEHAX KaK CTYNEeHbKaMH.

BHH3Y KTO-TO y>Ke »JaaJ, KOTOBBIA npuiiTn Muc-
Tepy BapiuuHry Ha nomous. 910 6u1n1 He Buok, a
Kaxoii-To cayra mucrepa Bapaunra. Baoka ocrasu-
JH NIPUBHHTHUTb O0PATHO KPBILIKY CHAEHBbSA, YTOOBI
HUKTO He JOrajaicd, KyAa MOXHTHTENH YTalUMIH
CBOM JKepTBhI.

— IIpuiunocs NPUXBATUTE U 3TOMO MAJBYHLIKY,

OH — cbIH Mucrepa JleHyapa, — ckasan mucrep
Bapaunur. — YT0-TO TAM BEIHIOXMBAJ B KOMHATe.
Hy uto >k — nogenom JleHyapy: 3auem opyAayer

nporus MeHs!

Hano KseHTnHa 1 YepHABOroO HANOJOBHHY IIpO-
HECJIM, HAIOJOBHHY ITPOBOJIOKJM BHM3 IO AJHHHOM
JIECTHMLIE M CTALMIM B KAKOi-TO TOHHeas. Mucrep
BapiuHr OCTAHOBMWJICA M BBIHYJ M3 KapMaHa MOTOK
NMPOBOJIOKH, KOTOPHIA OH KMHYJI CBOEMY CJIyTe.
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— Hepsxu. IIpuBAXKH OQMH KOHell BOH K TOMY
rBO34I0, U NYCTh MOTOK Pa3MAaThIBaeTCA, MTOKA MBI
6ynem uaru. d-to xopowo 3Hao popory, HoO Baok
ee He 3HaeT, a eMy NDHUAETCA 3aBTPA NPHHECTH
HalIMM IUVIeHHHKaM eny. I He xou4y, 4ToGBI OH
sabayaunca. Ilepex TeM Kak MBI nogoiigeM K TO-
My MeCTy, rfe A XO4Yy HMX OCT&BMTh, Mbl MOXKEM
ONATHh NPUBA3ATHL IPOBOJOKY rae-HUGyAb MOBBI-
me, 4To6bl OHM He YBHMAEJM H He BOCIOJb30Ba-
JUCh €10 aaA mnobera.

Cayra 3axpenu IpOBOJIOKY 3a I'BO3Ab, KOTOPLIi
yKasan mucrep Bapauur, a Koraa OHM NOLLIM BIie-
Pen, AepKas MOTOK TakK, 4To6hl NIPOBOJIOKA pa3ma-
THBaJach. OTA IIPOBOJIOKA MOrJa IPUTOAUTLCA
KaKA0My, KTO He 3HaJ gopory. Bea Hee GbLIO onac-
HO 6pOAMTH MO NOA3EMHLIM TOHHEJAM, M3 KOTODBIX
HMHbIE€ TAHYJHUCh HQ MHOTMEe MHJIH.

MuHYT 4Yepe3d BOCEMb OHHM MOJOLUJIU K CBOEro
poaa Kpyrao# mneuepe, BHIAOJACJEHHOM B CTeHe
6OJABLIOrO TOHHEJNA C HHU3KMM IIOTOJIKOM. 31eCh
6ulia cKaMelfKa, HAa KOTOPOM JealHl KakKHue-TO
KOBPHMKH, CTOAJ SALIMK, NpeAHA3HAYEHHBIN ciy-
HUTH CTOJIOM, & HA HEM — KYBIUMH C BOAON. ITO
6e10 Bce.

K aromy Bpemenn YepHABBIK HauaT ITOHEMHOMX-
Ky NPUXOAUTH B ce6a mocje yaapa Io rojose, ORHA-
KO ApyTOil IUIeHHHK Bce elue Jexasn 6e3 CoO3HaHuA U
TAXEJIO ABILIAJ.

— Pasrosapusath ¢ HUM Gecroyie3Ho, — cKasan
muctep Bapaunr. — OH 10 3aBTpa He NMpUAET B ce-
6sa. Torxa u npunem nobecexosaTs ¢ HUM. I npuse-
Ay ¢ coboit Baoka.

YepHABOro nosioXkuau Ha noa. OH BHe3aIHo cen
M IOPMJICKWI DYKY K pasjambliBaiouleiica or Gosau
royope. ManbyuK He MMeJ NMOHATHA, rle OH Haxo-
AUTCA.
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ITonunas rnasa, oH yBuaen mucrepa Bapaunra u
BApPYT Bce BcnoMHMA. Ho KakuM o6pa3oM OH monaja
clola, B 3Ty TEeMHYIO neuepy?

— Mucrep Bapauur! — ckasan on. — Yro 3ro
3HayuT? 3ayeM BBl NPUTALMJIM MeHA coxa?

— Haxasanue MaJeHBKOMY MAaJbYHMKy 3a TO,
YTO OH HMKAK He MOXKET YAEpXKAThCA M CyeT CBOit
HOC B JeJla, KOTODhEIe ero He KacawTcA, — OTBEeTHJ
mucrep BapauHr y6uiicTBeHHO CAPDKACTHYECKHM TO-
HOM. — ThI COCTABMILL KOMIIAHMIO HAllleMy ADYTY,
KOTODBI# JIGKMT BOH TaM, Ha cKkamelike. Boiocs, 10
yTpa oH Gyzer crnaTh. A KOrAa NPOCHETCHA, MOXKelllb
BCE eMy paccKasaTb. CKaKH eMy, 4TO A IpuAy nobe-
cenosats ¢ HUM 1o aymaml M Bor ewe yto, Ilsep!
Hagelocs, Thl XOpOLIO 3Haelllb, KaK IJIYNoO NbITaThb-
ca 6poauThL Mo 3THM cTaphiM TOHHenaMm. S Teba no-
CTaBWJ B TOHHEJb, 0 KOTOPOM MaJIO KTO 3HaeT, Tak
4YTO, €CJAHM Xodellb 3abiyAuTHLCH, 4ToOBI O TebGe HU-
KTO HUKOraa 6osblile HUYero He yCJBILLIAJ, MOXKelllb
noGpoaANTHL BBOJIIO. JTO BCe, YTO A XoTea tebe CKa-
3aThb.

Yepuasuiit nobuegnen. OH Xopoiio 3HaA, Kak
onacHO GpoAMTH MO 3THM 3a6POILIEHHBIM CTaphIM
ToHHesAM. OH 6GBLT yBEpeH, YTO TOT TOHHEJb, B KO-
TOPOM OHH ceiiyac HaXOAHJIHCh, ObIJI eMy COBepILEeH-
HO Heu3BecTeH. OH coGupaJica 3anaTh ele Koe-Ka-
KHMe BOIpPOCHI, HO MHcTep BapauHr nosepHyjacs Ha
Kafiy<ax H GbICTPO yllIeJl BMECTe CO CBOMM CJIYTOii.
Onu 3abpanu ¢ coboit GoHApL M OCTABHJIM MaNb4yHMKa
B TeMHOTEe. OH KPDHKHYJ MM BIOINOHKY:

— i1, BhI, ckorell OcrasbsTe MHe cBer!

Ho orsera He nocsenosano. YepHABLIN cablinai,
Kak waru Bce Gosble H Gosbllie OTAANANNCH, TIOKA
ero ne o6CTynuaa INoJHaA THMIIMHA M TbMAa.

ManbuuK CyHyn DYKy B KapMaH 3a ¢GoHapu-
KOM, HO ero TaM He oKasajocb. OH ypoHHJ ero
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y ceba B cnaasHe. Oulyneio oH aoGpajicsa A0 CKa-
MeMKHM M MONLITAJNCA HAILYNAaTh, I'Ae JIEXKHUT OTerl
I:xopmx. Kak emy xoresmoch, 4To6BI TOT IIpO-
cuyacsal B remuore 6u1s10 Tak crpamHol 1 Kk Tomy
JKe XOJOAHO.

Yepuaswiii 3afpanca nog KOBPHKH M CBEPHYJICA
BO3JIE IIOTepABLUEro co3HaHue uenosexa. OH BceMm
CepALEM XeJa, YTo0Bl TOT IMPOCHYJICA.

OTKyza-T0 CABIIAIOCH, KAK KamaeT BOAA: Kar-
Kan-kan. Hakoneny Yepuasntit npocto He Mor 6oJIb-
1Ie BLIHOCHTL 3TOT 3ByK. OH 3HaJ, 4YTO 3TO BCEro
JHMIUb BOAA, KAIIAIOLIASA C TIOTOJIKA CHIPOrO TOHHEJA,
HO TIOYEMY-TO CJayuiaTh 310 OBLIO HenepeHOCHMO.
Kan-kan-kan, xan-Kan-kamn. Jla ocTaHOBHCH 3Ke Ha-
KOHew

«IIpuperca pasbyauts orua Jxopmx, — Noay-
MaJ B OTYAAHHM MaJbYMK. — MHe npocTo Heobxo0-
AMMO IIOrOBOPHUTB XOTb C KeM-HUOYAL!»

OH Hayan TODPMOLIMTH CIALLEro, pPasMbILLIAA
Haj TeM, KaK K HeMy o6paTHThCA — BeAb baMUIHH
ero oH He 3Hau. He Mor ke OH 06paTUTBECA K HeMy
«oren Jxopaxs. IloroM OH BCMOMHMI, YTO OCTATb-
Hble pebATa Ha3bIBanM ero ¢aaasa KeBeHTHHs, U OH
HayaJ KpMYaTh B YXO OAYPMAHEHHOI0 HaPKOTHKOM
YyeJIoBeKa:

— Hana Keeutun! qaga Ksentun! IlpocHuTtecs!
IToxanyiicra, npocaurtecs! O, pagu Bora, npocHu-
Tech kel ,

Haxonen, aaaga Kseutun nowesenunca. OH or-
KPBLI B TEMHOTE IJja3a M C YAUEJEHHUEM YCJBIIIAJ
yei-TO roJioc, KpHyauuii eMy B yxo:

— Iana Keentun! ITpocHuTeCh, MOroBopurte co
MHo#. Mue crpamunol Jaas Keenrun!!!

B rosoBe MyXYMHB INPOHECJACh CMYTHasA
MBICJIB: HaBepHoe, 310 JlkyauaH win JTuk. O oG-
Han YepHABOro M NpHBJEK ero K cebe.
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— Huvyero, Bce B nopaake. Cru. Yro cayuynnocs,
Ixynuan? Hnn ato — Aux? Coul

CaM OH cHOBa 3aCHYJ, TAK Kak JeliCTBHe HapKoO-
TuKa eute He npourto. Ho y Yepuasoro crajo nerue
Ha ayme. OH 3akpela riasa, TBepAO YBEPEeHHBIM,
YTO He CMOMKeT 3acHyTh. Ho 3acHysn mouTH cpasy
kel ManbuMK Kpemnko cnaj BCIO HOYb M MPOCHYJICA,
TOJABKO KOrja ycasliaia, 4to AaaAa KeeHTuH 3aiue-
BEJINJICA Ha CKaMeilike.

Oana KeeHTHH GbLI NOpakeH TeM, KaKO# Heo-
JKHAAHHO JKeCTKOH oOKasajlach ero KposaTb. Ewie
Gosbllle €ero yAWBHUJIO, YTO PANOM C HMUM B ITIOCTEIH
KT0-10 ecTb. OH pelIMTeNbHO HMYEro He INOMHHI.
OH npoTAHYJa DPYKY, 4YTOOhl 3a)Kedb HACTOJBHYIO
JaMIny, CTOABIUYIO MPOLLIOK HOYBIO BO3JE ero IIo-
creau. Ho ee He 6buro. CrpanHo! OH cran maputh
BOKPYT ce6A M HATKHYJICA Ha GU3NOHOMMIO YepHA-
Boro. KTo 3ro pagom ¢ uum? On 6uLn KpaiiHe o3aza-
yedn. Kpome Toro, ero moaramuHusano. 4Yrto ke Ta-
KOe MOrJIO C HUM CTPACTHCH?

— BuI npocuyaucs? — yeasiman oH rosoc Yep-
Hasoro. — O, aaga KBeHTHH, A Tak paj, 4YTO BbI
npocuyaucs! Huuero, 4to A Bac Tak Ha3niBao? 1 He
3Ha Bawuell Gpamunuu. 5 3HaI0 TONBKO, YTO BhI —
oren JLxopmxk u aana oxyanana.

— Hy a Th KT10? — yAMBJEHHO CIIPOCHMJ AAALA
Ksenutnsu.

Yepuasrlil HaUaT eMy pacCKa3blBaTh, YTO C HHU-
mu npousouuto. Haxa Kesentun cayman. O Geiln
NOpasKeH N0 KpafHOCTH.

— Ho nouemy Hac TakuM BOT o6pa3oM MOXHUTH-
Ju? — YAMBIEHHO M CEpPAMTO CNIpPOCHMJI OH. — B
JKM3HHU He CJABILIAJI HH4Yero nogobHoro!

— He 3naio, nouemy mucrep BapauHr noxmu-
THJ BaC, HO fA 3HAI0, YTO MEHA OH NPUXBATHJ
MOTOMY, 4YTO A CJYYaifHO YBHMAEJ, YTO OH Aejaer, —
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ckazan Yepuaswiiti. — Bo BcAKOM ciaydae, OH
NpUAET CEerogHA yYTPOM BMecTe C DBJIOKOM, M OH
ckasas, 4to cobupaerca mobecefoBaTh C BAMH IIO
aymam. Boioch, YTO HAM NpHAETCA XKAAThb MX
agecs. Mu1 He cMOo)XeM B TeMHOTe BhifpaTbca H3
3Toro Aa6HPHHTA TOHHeJell.

Hrax, oun xaanu. Yepea Kaxkoe-TO BpeMs MHC-

Tep BapauHr aeicTBUTENBHO NMOABMJICA M NPHBEJ C
coboit Bnoka. Tor npuHec Koe-KaKyio ey, KOTOpoii
IUIeHHUKH O4YeHb 06pazioBaAINCh.
. — Ckoruna Thl, Bjok! — cpasy ke BeInmanuna
Yepunasniit, yBuges npu ceere (GoHApA CaAyry. —
Kax Thl cmeeius nocoSHn4YaTs B TakoMm aese? Iloro-
AW, BOT MOif OTYMM YCJBIIUMT npo Bce atol Passe
4YTO OH ¥ CaM NMpUHMMAaeT B 3TOM ydactue?l

— TMonpunep:xu a3ukl — ckasan Biok.

YepHABLIl yAUBIEHHO YCTABHWJICA HA HErO.

— Taxk, BbIXOAWT, ThI CABIIIKHIIL — CKa3al OH. —
A npursopsanaca sce Bpema rayxum! Hy u xurpen!
CKOJILKO 3Ke CeKpeTOB Thl BhIBEAAJ, MPMKUIbLIBAACH
FJIYXHM M TOACAYLUMBAA TO, YTO COBCEM He Ipea-
HasHavyaaoch ana TBoux yued! Twi, Bsaok, xuTpro-
ra, ¥ He TOJBKO XUTDIOra, a Koe-4to U noxysxel

— Ecau xouems, BiOK, MOXelb ero BHINO-
poTs, — cCKasan MHUcTep bBapauHr, cagsce Ha
ANNK. — Y MEHA CAaMOro HeT BPEMEHM AJA CKBep-
HBIX MaJNbYHIIIEK.

— Brmmopio, — oro3sanca Biaok mpauyHo, CHH-
Mas BepeBKY, 3aBA3AHHYIO BOKPYr mosca. — MHe
JAaBHO 3TOI0 XOTEJOCh, AeP3KHIi IeHOK!

Yepuasei#t BcTpeBoKuica. CrpuirHyB co Cka-
MeNKH, OH MTIOAHAJ BBEPX KYyJaKH.

— Horoan, — ckasan mucrep Bapauur, — nait
MHe CHaYaja. IIOrOBOPUTH C APYrMM IUIEHHHMKOM, a
noroM Bhisepeiub IIbepa, KaK OH TOrO 3acjy)KHBa-
er. EMmy GyaeT NpHATHO NOACKAATS. ..
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Jdaga KBeHTHH CIIOKOMHO BCce 3TO Cayiiai, a 3a-
TeM B3IVIAHYJ Ha MucTepa Bapaunra u cyposo npo-
IrOBOPHIT:

— Bnl o6sa3aHbl OOBACHUTH MHE CBOE CTPaHHOE
noseaenue. I TpeGyio, 4TOOLl MEHA AOCTABHUJIHM Ha
IInk Koutpabanaucra. Bl orseTuTe 3a 3TO mepen
noauumest.

— Her, He orBeuyl — ckasan mucrep Bapaunr
KAKKHM-TO CTPAHHO JIACKOBLIM I'OJIOCOM. — ¥ MeHs
eCTh JUIA BAC BeChMa 3aMaH4YMBOE IpeasoxkeHue. S
3Halo, rmoyeMy Bul npuexanu Ha ITuk KontpaGanan-
cra. fI analo, noyeMy Bel U MucTep JIeHyap TaK MH-
TepecyeTech ONLITAMH ADYT Apyra.

— OrKyna Bul 3Haere? — cnpocus aaaA Ksen-
TuH. — Heboch munnonnan?

— Jlal CoBepuieHHO He COMHeEBaIOCh, YTO BioK
UIMHOHKUJ M YHUTAA 4Yy:KMe nucsMal — Heroayolle
BOCKJMKHYJ YepHABSIi.

Mucrep Bapaunr He ofpaTsi HM MaJeiliero
BHHMAHHUA Ha ero BMellIaTeJbCTBO.

— Hrak, yBaxkaemnlit cap, — ckasaja oH, 06-
pawasch K aajge KBeHTHHY, — H3J0Ky OUYeHb KO-
POTKO CBOe npenJoxkeHue. 1 3Ha10, BbI CABILUAJH,
YTO A — KOHTpabGaHAHUCT. OTO AEHCTBUTENBHO
Tak. Mosa aeATeJbLHOCTh MIPHHOCHUT MHE OrPOMHBIE
AeHbru. 3Jechk OYEeHb JIerKO 3aHAMATLCA KOHTpA-
6aHgHOM TOpromJel, MOTOMY YTO NAaTPYJMPOBATH
6os0Ta HEBO3MOXXHO, TAK e KaK HEeBO3MOXKHO
3aZiepKaTh Jioaeil, KOTOpble NOJb3YIOTCA TANHBIM
MapUIPyTOM, HM3BECTHHIM TOJBKO MHe H elue
O4YeHb HEeMHOrMM JuuaMm. B GraronpusaTHbIe A
3TOr0 HOYM A MNOAAI0 CHUTHAJBI C OYeHb yAoOHOI
Gaminu Ha IIuke KourpaGanaucra, BepHee, 3TO
Aenaer 3a MeHAa Baok...

— Al Tak 310 Bce-Taku 61 MMeHHO Biok B TOT
pa3! — BOCKJIMKHYJA YepHABHIA.

174



— Hy a xoraa npuGeIBaIOT TOBAphl, — IIPOAOJI-

san mucrep Bapnuur, — A, onATh-Taku B Gaaro-
NPUATHBIA MOMEHT, HY... B O0IlEeM A UX peaau3ylo.
Huxaxkux ciaenos 3a cofoif A He OCTaBAAID — A

O4YeHb OCTOPOXKEH Ha 3TOT CYeT, TaK 4YTO OOBHHMTBH
MeHA HHKTO HM B 4YeM He MOXKeT: pPeaJibHhIX YJIHK
HUKoOraa He GhIBaeT.

— A 3ayeM BHI BCe 3TO MHe paccKasbiBaete? —
npe3puTeabHO cnpocua Aaas KseHTnH. — MeHsd aTo
COBEpLIeHHO He HHTepecyeT. Sl MHTepecyIoCh TOJBKO
aHoM ocywueHus GoJIOT, a He INepenpasKoOif uepes
HHMX KOHTpaGaHIHBIX TOBApPOB.

— Bor umMenHo, a0oporo#t Mo, — ApyxKearo6HO
samerna mucrep Bapauur. — MHe aro usBecTHO.
AaKe BHAEJ BalUM IJIAHH H YyuTan of ombiTax, KO-
Topele npozeasisaere Bul ¥ mucrep Jlenyap. Ho ocy-
weHue 6oJoT o3Ha4Yas 0 GBI KOHel, MOero CoGCTBEH-
Horo npeanpuatusal Kax toasko Gosora 6yay ocy-
LIIeHEI, & HA UX MECTe MOCTPOEHB! A0MA M IPOJIOXKEHBI
JAOPOTH, K&K TOJBKO MCYE3HYT TyMaHbl — BMeCTe C
HHMH ucye3Her M Mot Gusnec! Tam, y xpas GoJor,
BO3MOJKHO, NMOCTPOSAT IOPT, U MOM KOpabJM C LieH-
HBIM I'Dy30M YK€ He CMOryT IOAXOAMTh CIOAAa He3a-
MeyeHHBIMHM. 1 JIuLIYyCh He TOJBKO AEHer, HO M BOJI-
HyIOLIEe AeATeJILHOCTH, B KOTOPO BeChb CMBICH
MoeM XKHUIHH.

— Bml — HeHOpManbHHIN — C oTBpaleHHEM
ckazan aaaa KeeHTus.

Mucrep Bapaunr u B camom jgene 6bl1 cierka
cymacwienquuuM. OH Bcerxa MCHOBITLIBAI OrpOMHOE
YHAOBJIETBOPEHHE OT CO3HAHHA, YTO OH — Ipeycmne-
BAIOLLMI KOHTPaGaHAMCT, U 3TO B TO camMoe Bpems,
Korza ¢ KOHTpabaHzaoi rnouyTH 4YTo noKoHueHo! Emy
HpaBWJIOCh TaliHoe BO306y»KJaeHue, KOTOpOe BLI3bIBA-
Jla y Hero MbICJb O TOM, YTO €ro MaJleHbKHUe cynae-
HBILIKH KPaZyTCA B TyMaHe K NpefaTeJbCKuM Go-
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aoraM. EMy Hpasujoch 3HATB, 4TO JiloAM npobupa-
IOTCA MO y3KOM Tpomne yepe3 NMOKpLITOe TymaHOM 6o-
JIOTO, 4TOOBI AOCTABHUTH B YCJOBHOE MECTO KOHTpa-
GaHaHBIE TOBADHI.

— Bam Hago 6bLI0 XKHTH CTO, & TO U GoJsblile JeT
TOMy Ha3aal — BOCKJHMKHYJA YepHABBIN, KOTOPHIA
TOXKE HAXOAHJ, UYTO MHCTep BapJmHr HeMHOro He-
HOPMANBHEIA. — BRI OueHb HeCOBPEeMEHHHI.

Mucrep Bapaunr nosepHyaca K YepHasoMmy, H
riaasa ero npu ceere ¢oHapsa yrpokalore GaecHyaH.

— Eue oHO ¢JIOBO CKaXKelllb, U A IIBBIPHY Tels
B Gosorol — ckasas OH.

YepHABLIA NOYYBCTBOBAJ, K&K IO CIIMHE €ro
noBexxann mypamwiku. OH BAPYr MOHAJ, YTO MH-
crep BapauHr roBopuUT Bcephe3. ITO — OMACHBINK
yesoBeK. IlouyBCcTBOBaJ TO XKe caMoe M JAARA
Ksenutun. OH HACTOPOXKEHHO MOraAAAe] Ha MHC-
repa Bapaunra.

— Hy u Kakasa posp BO BCEM 3TOM OTBOAMTCA
mHe? — cnpocun oH. — IloueMy Bl MeHdA mO-
xuruan?

— 1 3naio, uto Mucrep Jlenyap cobupaercsa Ky-
NUTh Y Bac BalllM IUIAHKI, — 3aABMJI Muctep Bap-
JuHr. — I 3Hal0, YTO OH HaMepeBaeTCA OCYLIHTH
GosoTa, MCNOJBL3OBAB BAILM BEJIHKOJEINHLIE HIAEH.
Buagure — MHe Bce 06 3ToM u3BecTHO. S Taxxe
3HAaI0, YTO MucTep JIeHyap HaaeeTCa HAXKUTb OrpOM-
Hble AeHbI'M Ha IpoAaXke 3eMJIM IocJje Toro, Kak 6o-
Jora .6yayT ocyiieHnl. Bce 3TO CKpBITOE TyMaHOM
60JIOTO NPHHAANEKHUT eMy, — 060JI0TO, KOTODhIM
ceffiuac, KpoMe MeHA, HUKTO He noasdyercia. Ho Go-
Joro ocywreHo He Gyaer — He muctep Jlenyap, a a
KYIUTIO BALLIK TIJIAHKI.

— BrIxoaur, 3T0 Bl XOTHTEe OCYLUHTH GoJO-
Ta? — cnpocua yausieHHEIN aaaa KBeHTHH.

Mucrep BapauHr npe3apuTeasHO pacCMesICA.
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— Her! Bamun niaaHsl ¥ onucaHue pe3yJbTaTOB
BalUMX 3KCIIepUMeHTOB ByayT coxxeHsl. OHu GyayT
NPUHALJIEXKATh MHe, HO 1 He XOYy MMH I0Jb30BaTh-
ca. S xouy, uToOml 60OJIOTO OCTABAJIOCH TAKHUM, KaK
cefiuac,— TAMHCTBEHHBIM, CKDBITBIM TYMAaHOM,
OMAacCHBIM AJA BCeX, KPDOMe MEHA M MOHUX Jmoaei.
Tak uTO, OpOrOMt Cap, M3BONLTE HA3BATh Ballly Lie-
Hy He mucrepy JleHyapy, a MHe M INOAIIMIIINTE BOT
3TOT NMOATOTOBJEHHBIN MHON# AOKYMEHT, II0 KOTOpO-
My Bbl NepeaaeTe B MOI0 COOCTBEHHOCTh BCe Ballly
iaunl

On addpexkTHO nomaxau nepexn aaxeit KseHTuHOM
GonpmimMm aucrom OGymarun. Yepusasniii ciaegun 3a
MPOMCXOAALLMM 3aTAMB AbIXaHUE.

Hana KeeHTuH B3sa B pyKu 6ymary u pasopsai
ee Ha MeJKHe KI04KU. OH 6poCHJ HX B JIMLO MHCTE-
py BapauHry u npeapuTenbHO ypPOHHII:

— $, muctep BapauHr, He BCTYmnalo B CAENKH HU
€ cyMaclIeAIINMH, HH C MOLUeHHUKaMu!



TJIABA IBAIIIATASA
THMMH CnelIMT Ha NoMoligb

Mucrep Bapaunr noGenen. YepHABbIt u3gan
rPOMKHI1 BOCTOPYKEHHBIN KPHK:

— ¥Ypal Monogeu, aaga Ksenrun!

BA0K 4TO-TO BOCKJIHMKHYJ M KHHYJICA K BO30YX-
JEeHHOMY MaabuyraHy. CxBaTHB ero 3a IJjedo, OH
3aHeC BepeBKY, 4TOObI OTCTEraThb ero.

— Bor aTo npasuabHO, — ckasaa muctep Bap-
JIMHT KAKHM-TO CTPAHHBIM LUUIMALIMM IOJOCOM. —
Cuavasa pacnipaBnCA ¢ HMM, Biok, a morom — ¢
3THUM... 3THM... YIPAMEIM... TyneiM uauotom! Msr
6LICTPEHBbKO NMPHUBEAEM MX B YyBCTBO. BpeMsa or Bpe-
MEHH — XOpOLIasA IOpPKa, HeCKOJbLKO AHeH 31eCh, B
TeMHoOTe, Ge3 eanl: 3TO caenaet ux Gosee croBopYm-
BbIMH!

Yepuasniit 3asonua Bo Bce ropiao. daxa Ksen-
THH BCKOYMJI Ha HOrM. BepeBKa CHOBa npoLLIack 1o
YepHABOMY, H OH OMATH 3a0paJ.

U tyr BApPYr nocablmiaioch LuJenaHbe ObICT-
PBIX HOT, H 4YTO-TO KHHysnoch Ha Biaoka. Tot
BCKPMKHYJ OT Goau u obepHynacA. HeuasaHHO OH
onpoKkuHyJa ¢oHapb, cBer mnorac. Ilocasiianocs
rposHoe poiyaHue. BJIOK cTajs BepreThCA TyHAa-CIO-
A4, NbITaAch COPOCHUTH ¢ ce0A BUEMHUBIIErocA B He-
ro 3seps.

— Bapaunr! Ilomorure MHe, — 3aKpHYaJ OH.

Mucrep BapauHr nomnsiTajcA NPUATH eMy Ha
noMolb, HO CaM TIOABeprca HanajgeHuio. Jans
KBenTuH u YepHABBIN NPUCIYLUIMBAIUCH K ITPOMC-
XOAALIEMY B TE€MHOTe C YAWUBJIEHHEM H CTPaxoOM.
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K10 310 GBI1 — CTOJb HEOXKMAAHHO IOABMBLIEECH
cywmecrso? He nanager s1u oHO Teneps Ha HUX? Mo-
JKeT, 3TO Kakaa-HuOyAb T'MraHTCKas Kpbica HJIHN
CBHpenoe JUKOe »KMBOTHOe, JKHUBYILlee B 3TUX TOHHe-
aax? Ceupenoe >XMBOTHOE BHe3amHO 3asaano. dep-
HABBIA PAAOCTHO 3aBOIMWI:

— Tummu! 910 Toi, TUMMH?! AX TBI, YyAecHas
coGaka, caaBHasa cobaka. ATy ero, aty erol Ykycu
ero, Tummu, nocuiasHee!

JIBoe MCHYraHHBIX MYXXYHMH HHYEro He MOTJIH
NoAeJIaTh C PA303JIEHHBIM IICOM M BCKOpDe KMHYJIMCH
co Bcex Hor 6eaThb 0 TOHHEJIO, HAlLUyNbIBasA Dy-
KO MpOBOJIOKY, YTOOBI He cOMThLCA ¢ Aoporu. Tum-
MM C YAOBOJBLCTBMEM IIOTHAJICA 38 HMMH, & IOTOM,
AOBOJIbHBIN cOGOi1, BepHyJICA K YepHABOMY M OTLY
Hoxopmx.

Ouu BeTpeTHiM  ero  BocTOopxkeHHO. Oreng
JI>KOp)K CTpalllHO BOKPYr Hero cyermicd, a Yep-
HABBIN O0HAJI OrPOMHOrO IICa 3a LIel0.

— Kaxkum ob6pasom Te1 TyT OKasanca? Ter cam
HalleJ CIoJa AOpPOry M3 IIOTAMHOIO TOHHEJIA, B KO-
Topom Haxoauaca? HeGocs ymupaewms ¢ rosoay?
Ha-ka, BOT TyT ecTh Koe-Kakas enal

Tummu en ¢ 6oaslunm annerutTom. EMy yaanocs
COXKPaTh HECKOJIBKO KPbIC, HO HUKAKOM Apyroil easl
y Hero aasHO He 6bw10. OH CAM3LIBAJ Kaljd BOAbI,
COYMBILMECA TAM H CAM C IMOTOJKA, TAK YTO MKAXABI
OH He ucneIThIBaI. HO, KOHEYHO, OH COBEPLIEHHO He
MOHMMAJ, 4YTO IPOMCXOAUT, U ObLI OYEHb BCTPEBO-
axeH. OH ewle HUKOraa He GLLI TAK AOJAIO B pasjyKe
co cBoeit o6uMoit x03aiKoi!

— JHana Keeurun, a Begp Tummu mor 6wl cro-
KoitHOo mnpoBectm Hac Ha IIuk KourpaGangucra,
npaBga Beab? — BAPYr cKkasan Yepusaswiit. OH 06-
patuaca K Tummu: — Mookelns IPOBOAUTL HAc AO-
moit, crapuk? Hdomoit, K Jxopmx?
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THMMH CJYLIAJ, MOCTABUB YN TOPYKOM. OH He-
MHOXKKO MNPpOGEKAaJICA 110 TOHHEJIO, HO BCKOpe Bep-
Hyaca. EMy He yasifanach nepcrneKTHBa MATH TYAA.
OH 4YyBCTBOB&JI, YTO BCEX HMX IOACTEpPEraloT Bparu.
Muctep Bapausr u Biok Tak Jierko He caagyTesl

Ho TumMmmu 3Han agpyrue MaplupyThbl, TPOXOXWB-
IMe 10 TOHHEJAM, NPOHM3LIBABILKM BeCh XOJM.
OH 3HaJs, Hanmpumep, Aopory, Beayuyio K Gosory.
IToaToMy OH ABHHYJICA B ITyTh, HECMOTPA HA TEMHO-
ry. dana KBeHTHH fepikai ero 3a owmelftHuK, a Yep-
HABBIA cjaenoBas 3a HHMHM IO MATaM, AepiKach 3a
pykas aaau KeeHTuHa.

O10 He OBlJa JleTKAA M NPHUATHAA MporyJkal
Bpemenamu aaasa KBeHTHH HaYHMHAJI COMHEBATb-
¢, pelicrButensHo a¥ TMMMH 3HaeT, KyJaa HIeT.
OHH CnyCKaJHCh BCe HMXKe M HHXe, CIIOTBIKAACH
0 HEepOBHOCTM M HHOI pa3 yAapAsch IoJIOBO O
HEeOXXUJaHHO HU3KHHA norosok. na aagu KseH-
THUHA 3TO OBLIO 0COBEHHO HENMPHUATHOE MYyTeLUecT-
BHMe, nOTOMY 4YTO OH Omin Ge3 Tydenr U Ha HeM
He GBIJI0O HMYero, KpoMe MHXXaMbl U KOBDHKA, B
KOTOPBIH OH KyTajcs.

ITocne moaroro mepexoAa OHM BBILIJM HAa Kpaii
GonoTa, y NMOJHOKHA XOJAMa. JT0 Gblao GeanroxHoe
MeCTO, HaJ KOTOPHIM KJYOMJICA TyMaH, TaK YTO HH
Yepuasslil, HU aana KBeHTHH He 3HANMM, B KaKyIl0
CTOPOHY ABHHYTLCA.

— Hwuyero, — ckxasan YepHABBIN, — TYT MBI
MOKeM BIIOJIHe aoBepuThca Tummu. OH npexkpacHO
3HaeTr gopory. OH BhiBeZeT HAC B rOPOA, 4 TaM YX
MBI CAMH HaiizeMm aopory aomoiil

Ho Bapyr, K ux yausiaeHMI0o U yxacy, Tummu
OCTAHOBMJICA KaK BKOMAHHBIA. YIIM y HEro BCTaIM
TOPYKOM, OH HAYajJ BbITb M HH 3a 4YTO He XOTen
ABHUTATLCA Aanablue. Bux y Hero Gl rayGoKo Hecua-
crabift. YTo Takoe cayumnocb?
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HeoxuganHO mec ¢ TPOMKHM JIAeM OCTABMJ MX
000X M TraJonoM NOMYAJICA HA3ald, B TOHHENIb, U3
KOTOpPOI0 OHH TOJBKO YTO BHULIH. OH COBEpILIEHHO
CKPBIJICA C I'71a3.

— Tummu, — 3zaopan Yepuaswiit. — Tummn,
uau cional He 6pocait nacl Tummul

Ho TuMMu ucyes, a noueMy — HH YepHABBI,
HU aaga KeeHTHH He 3Hanu. OHM HEeAOYMEHHO Iif-
JeJH APYyr Ha aApyra.

— Hy uro %, HaBepHOe, HAM HaxO nonpoboBaTh
npoitTu yepe3 GONOTHCTHIA YyYACTOK, — C COMHEHH-
eM B rojoce CKasan aaas KBeHTHH, BBITAHYB BIe-
pea Hory, 4To0bl MPOBEPHUTh, JOCTATOYHO JH KpPEnKa
nousa. Her, ona orHions He 6uu1a Kpenkal Ox cpa3y
JKe BBITALMI HOory ofpaTHO.

Tyman ObLT HACTOJABKO IyCTON, YTO pasrasajeTh
410-1160 6bL10 HeBo3MOXKHO. ITo3aan Hux 6blao OT-
BepcTHe, BeAyllee B TOHHeab. Hax HUM BO3BHILLIAJ-
ca KpyToit ckaauctuit yrec. fcHo 6LL10, YTO TYT He
npoiiaemus. M HyHO ObLI0 KakuM-TO ofpasom
OBOrHYTh MOAHOMKME XOJMA M BLIATH HA IJIAaBHYIO
Jopory, Beayuryo B ropoa. Ho uaTu Hano 6bli0 o
3afosoueHHOH nouse!

— JaBaiiTe NOCHANM M NMOAOCIKAEM HEMHOXKKO —

moxeT, TuMMu BepHerca, — npemnoxun YepHsa-
BBIN.

OHH cenn Ha KaMeHb Yy BXOAA B TOHHENb U CTa-
JIM XKJATh.

Yepuasnlit Hayan aymats o6 ocTalbHBIX pels-
tax. HHTepecHO, 4TO OHM nmogymManu, Koraa obHapy-
KWK, 4TO OH M aAnA KBeHTHH wmcuyeann. Bor, Ha-
BepHOe, YAUBHINCH!

— Xoten 61 A 3HATH, YTO JAEJAIOT ceiiyac oc-
TaJIbHEIE, — CKA3aJ OH BCJAYX.

Mexay TeM, KaK Mbl 3HaeM, OCTAJIbLHLIE YCIIEIN
caenatbh O4eHb MHoroe. OHM HAILLIH OTBEpCTHE ITOA
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CHCHBEM BO3JIe OKHA, Yepe3 KoTopoe mucrep Bap-
JIMHT YBOJIOK TLUIEHHMKOB, OHH CITYCTHJINCh Yepe3d 3TO
OTBEpPCTHE BHU3 U AaKe BUAENAH COGCTBEHHBEIMH rja-
3amMn Mucrepa Bapaunra m Bioka, Koropele uuim
«nobecenosathbs ¢ aaneit Ksenrunom n Yepuasrim!

OHH TaK)Xe BLIACHMJH, 4TO BJIOK BOBCEe He OCTa-
BAJICA B IIOCTEJH, & OCTaBJAI BMecTO celba Mmynsk. B
RAHHYI0O MHHYTY BCe OHM INOBODHJIM OZHOBPEMEHHO,
n mucrep Jlenyap ysepoBas B TO, 4TO Biok GbLa
LIMTHMOHOM, KOTODOIO ITOAOCJAT B €ro AOM MHCTep
Bapnunr, a BoBCe He BePHBLIM CJIYIOif, KAKMM OH ero
cyMuTaI.

Korpa xxyanan ysuzea, uyto mucrep Jlenyap B
aToM yGenuiacs, OH craa cBofoxHee ce6A 4yBCTBO-
BaTh B Pa3roBOpe C HUM M paccKasaj eMy O IoTai-
HOM XOjJie, HAUHMHAIOLIEMCA NMOJX CHAEHLEM, & TaKXKe
O TOM, 4YTO OHM CEerogHA BHAeIM MHUcTepa Bapaunra
u Bioka B noa3eMHEBIX TOHHENAX.

— DBoxe npasegHblitl — BOCKJIMKHYJ MHCTED
Jlenyap, Temeps Yy»e BCTDEeBOXKHBLUUIICA He Ha
wyTKy. — Jla BapauHr, oueBnaHo, cymaciueaimiil

MHe OH Bceraa KasajiCA CTPAHHOBATHIM — HO HAaJ0
6bITh MPOCTO CyMACILUIEALINM, YTOOBI BOT TaK MOXH-
waTth gioaeit. la m Biaok Toxke, HaBepHOe, HEHOP-
ManbHbIit. 910 — 3aroBop! OHM npocasILIATH O
mJIaHax, KOTOphle A pa3pafaThIBajl BMECTe C BalllUM
Asfei, U pelIMJIM HaM [OMeLIATh, IOTOMY YTO 3TO
nojaoxuiao 6b KoHel X KOHTpabaHAHON TOprosJe.
Oanun Bor 3Haer, 4T0 OHHM Teneps caenaior! 310
OYEeHb Cepbe3HO!

— 9x, ecau 6u1 ¢ Hamu 6bu1 Tummul — ckasana
Bapyr Jxopak.

Mucrep Jlenyap yAMBJIEHHO B3rJIAHYJ Ha Hee.

— Kr0 3r0 — Tummu?

— Hy uT0 X, Teneps BaM MOXXHO BHLJIOXKHTb BCE
[0 KOHIAa, — 3ameTwn J[)KysauaH, U OH paccKasal
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mucrepy Jlenyapy npo TuMMH M npo TO, KaKk OHM
€ro NnpATaIn.

— OvueHb raymno ¢ Baulieil CTOPOHBI, — KOPOTKO
orpearuposai mucrep Jlenyap. Bug y Hero 6bL1 He-
AoBOJIbHBIH. — Ecsn 6b1 B MHe cKa3aiH, A Obl Ha-
mea Koro-Hubyas B ropoge, KTo nmpucMoTtpes Gbl 3a
HuM. 51 He mo06u110 coBak, ¢ 3TUM y»K HUYEro He roje-
aaeiub. OHM BBHI3BIBAIOT Y MEHA OTBpAallleHue, U A He
MoTePILIIO UX B cBoeM goMme. Ho s 0XoTHO gorosopu-
cs b1, uT06Bl KTO-HUOGYAB B3AJICA COAEPIKATH BAILIETO
nca, ecJid 6bl 3HAJI, YTO Bhl IIPUBE3JIH ero ¢ coboii.

JleTH O4YeHBb MOXKAJIEJH, YTO TAK BBILILIO, M YYB-
cTBoBaH ceGd HEeMHOro NpUCThRKeHHBIMH. OKasnl-
BaetrcA, Mucrep JleHyap — uYeJOBEeK CTpaHHBINM,
BCIBIJIBYMBLIN, HO COBCEM He TaKOM yK CKBEDHBIH,
KaKHMM OHH ero CYMTaJIH.

— 3 xouy moiiTH IOCMOTpETb, He YAACTCA JIH
mHe HaiiTu Tummu, — ckasana Jl>xopax. — Bepo-
ATHO, BBl ceifuac ofpaTHTeCh B MOJHLMIO, MHUCTEP
Jlenyap, a Mel, noxkajayi, Mmoriu 661 TeM BpeMeHEM
noiiTu nouckars TuMMHu. MBI 3HaeM, KakK nonacthb
B NoTaliHOli nepexoA M3 Ballero KabuHera.

— Al Tak BOT mouyeMy ThI NPATAJCA TaM BYepa
aHeMm! — BocKAMKHYJ muctep Jlenyap. — S pewuna,
4YTO Thl — MNpPecCKBePHbIA MaabuuMiuka. Hy 4Tto XK,
UANTe, €CJOH XOTHUTe, M mnonpobyiiTe ero HaiiTH, HO
TOJLKO MyCTh OH U 6aM3KO KO MHe He moaxoauTt! S
JEMCTBUTEJIBHO He BHIHOLIY cofaKk B JoMe.

OH mnowen cHoBa 3BOHMTH B IMOJHIMIO. Muccuc
JleHyap ¢ KpacHbBIMH OT CJIe3 rJa3aMM CTOAJA Ps-
AoM ¢ HUM. J[XKOpDMIK THXOHBKO LI M ITPOCKOJIb3-
HyJa B KafMHer X03siMHA, a 3a HEK II0CJe0BaIN
Ouk, >xyauman u AuH. Mapubena ocrajaacs ¢ ma-
TepbIo.

— ITouwnu! JaBafiTe NpOHHKHEM B TOT MOTAii-
Holt nmepexoa M nonpolyem HailiTn Tummu, — npex-
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aoxkuna Dxopmx. — Ecam noiiaeM MBI Bce M Ha-
YHeM CBHCTETb, KDHUYATh M 3BATh €ro, OH HABEPHAKA
yCaBILIuT!

OHM OTHICKAJIM OTBEepCTHe, BeAyllee B TaWHBIN
nepexoj, NpojejaB BCe Teé MAHHNYJALMH, KOTO-
pele npoaennBasu mnpexxkae. CHayana OTOABHHY-
Jach OgHA NaHeJb, 3a Helt — Jpyrad, a Tam OT-
KpulIoCh ¥ GoJbluoe orBepcTHe. Bce OHM mpoTHcC-
HYJHCbh 4Yepe3 Hero M OYYTHJIHCh B OYEHb Y3KOM
nepexone, BeayueM u3 KabuHera B crnaJbHIO Yep-
HABOTO.

Ho Tummu Tam He okasasocs! JleTH yAMBHINCE,
Ho J[>Kopa K BCKOpe Halljia 3ToMy Oo0bsACHeHue.

— IlomuuTte, YepHaBLIlli HAM MOBOpMJI, YTO IIO-
TAIHON! NMyTh B TOHHEJIb €CTh He TOJBbKO M3 KabHHe-
T4 ¥ M3 ero CnaJibHH, HO TaKe M3 CT0J0Boi? MHe
KayXeTcA, A BHUAEJA YTO-TO Bpoje ABEPH, KOrAa MBI
MPOXOAKWJIM MHMO TOrO MeCTa, Ije AO/IKHA pacnoJa-
raTbCA CTOJIOBAA; BIIOJHE BO3MOXKHO, TuUMMHM mpo-
ieJ 4yepe3 3Ty ABEPb H OKA3&JICA B KAKOM-TO ApY-
IOM TOHHEJIE.

Onun 3a apyrum oy nowuau obpatHo. Ilogouuin
K CTOJIOBOII — TOYHee, OHM OYYTHJIMCh 3a OZHOM M3
cTeH croJioBoit. TaM OHM yBHAEH ABEPb, KOTOPYIO B
ceoe Bpema sameruna JDxopmx. IBepp Gbulia Ma-
JIeHbKaA W TaK IUIOTHO BAeJaHa B CTEHY, 4YTO ee
TpyAHO O6BLIO yBHaeThb. JDKOpIX TOJKHyJa ee, M
ABEPb JIErKO OTBOPMJIACH, & MOTOM C JIEFKHUM LIeN4-
KOM 3aKpbLiack. OHa OTKPLIBAJIACH TOJBKO C OJHOM

cTopoHbll
— Bor kyma pesanca Tummu! — ckasana
JxopaK, cHOBa OTKpuIBaA ABepb. — OH TOJKHYJ

ABEepb, OHA OTKPHLIACh, OH IIPOLLIEJ 4Yepe3 Hee, a
ABepb 3a HHMM 3aKphbllach TaK IIJIOTHO, YTO OH
yKe He CMOr BepHyTbCA. Ilowiam, Mbl JOJMMKHBI
ero HalitTu.
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PefaTa npouuin 4yepesd MajleHbKYIO Asepb. OHa
6el1a TAaKaA HH3EHbKAdA, YTO MM BCeM — Jaike
AHH| — npHULIOCH HACHYTH MOJIOBY, YTOGBI MPOMTH.
OHM OKa3anuCh B TOHHEJE, AOBOJBHO NOXOXEM Ha
TOT, I'/lé TONBKO 4YTO NoGLIBAIM, HO HE TAKOM Y3KOM.
BHe3anHO TOHHeNb CTAJ .CITyCKaThcA BHM3. JKyaIn-
aH KPHKHYJ:

— Ilo-moemy, OH BezeT K TeM IOA3EMHLIM Iepe-
xonaM, Kyaa Mel Boguad THMMu, Koraa onycKaau
€ro B LIaXTy, 4TOOhI BRIBECTH Ha nporyaky. Ila, mo-
IIALKATE-KA, MBI NPHUILUIH K TOMY CaMOMY MeECTY,
rjae HaXxoauTCA wmaxral

OHM npoO/IKaTH UATH, BCe BpEMA I'POMKO KpH-
ya: «Tummnl Tummuls Pebara rpoMKo cBHCTEJH.
Ho Tummu He noasaanca. J[)Kopa)K Hayasia BOJIHO-
BaThCA.

— IIpuser! — BockaukHya BApyr Juk.— Msl
onpefeIeHHO HaXOAMMCA B TOM CAMOM MeCTe, e
OYYTHJIMCh, ONMYCTUBLIKCHL IO BCeM TeM OecKoHeu-
HbIM CTYNEeHbKaM B IIOTAMHOM MNepexone MNojx CH-
AeHbeM y okHal J[a, Tak oHO u ecTb. Ilorasgure —
BOT TOHHeJb, MO KOTOpoMy LLIH BJOK M Mucrep
Bapaunr!

— Ol — BockauxkHyna ucnyrasHo JDxopmx. —
Tel aymaewmib, OHH 4TO-HMOYAL caenanu ¢ Tummu?
06 aToM A 1 He noaymanal

Bce 6buin BecTpeBokeHbl. CTpaHHO, uTo Biok n
mucrep BapauHr Morau GecnipensATCTBEHHO TYT pac-
XaXXxuBath, ecad Tummu Obur rae-to mnoGausoctul
MookeT, OHM AEMCTBHTEJBHO YTO-TO CAEJAIN ¢ HUM?
PebATa, ecTecTBEHHO, He ITOAO3PEBAJIH, YTO B 3Ty Ca-
myi0o MuHYTY Tummu 6eu1 ¢ oruom Jxopmx u Yep-
HABBIM.

— ITocmorpuTe-Ka! — ckasan Bapyr Jxyam-
aH, HanpaBJAA CBOil (OHADMK HAa YTO-TO, YTO OH
XOTeJ NnoKas3aTh ocTalbHbIM. — IIpoBosokal IIpo-
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BOJIOKA, HAyLIAas BAOJB 3TOr0 TOHHENA. 3ayeMm
OHa 3Jaech?

— 9TO — TOT caMblil TOHHEJb, II0 KOTOPOMY IIO-
uin  mucrep Bapaumer m Biaok, — ckasana
Joxopmx. — S aymalo, 4TO OH BeJeT B TO MeCTO,
KyZAa OHM yTauiuin Moero orua U Yepnasoro! A
Noiay Brepea, Aep:Kach 3a IPOBOJIOKY, M HAMAy HX.
Kro co mHO0ii?



IJIABA TBAIIIATH [IEPBAS
IlyTemecTBHe CKBO3b XOAM

— ! — xopom orossanucsk Bce. Kak 6yaTo oun
6butH criocoGHBI ocTaBuTh Jxopak!

Hraxk, OHM IBMHYJMCh B IIyTh II0 TEMHOMY TOH-
HeJII0, HALYNLIBAsg DYKOM NPOBOJIOKY M CJIeAyA 3a
Helo. JKyaIuaH OepiKas ee MeXAY MNaJbliaMH, a oc-
TaabHble pefATa LLIM CIEAOM, AepiKach 3a DPYKH.
Henwaa 6bL10 gonycTuTh, 4TOOBI KTO-HUOYABL moTe-
paICA.

Muunyr uepe3 mecaTs OHH ao6Gpajuch A0 3a-
KPYTrJeHHOH mneiuepnl, rae YepHABHIN H oOTel
JxopmK npoBeaM npouuayio Hods. Pasymeercs,
ceifyac ux tamM He ObIJO — OHH HANPABJAJIHUCH
B CTOpOHY G6oJsoral

— 9itl Tnagure ciogal Bor To MecTo, rae OHH,
AOMKHO ObiTh, 6bL1H! — BCKpuyan J>KysauaH, cBeTA
Kpyrom ¢oHapukoMm. — CkameiiKa cO CKOMKaHHbI-
MH KOBPHMKAMH, OIIPOKMHYTaA JaMmmna. A BOT 31ecb —
MOCMOTPUTe — KJIOYKM OymMard. 3aech 4YTO-TO IpO-
n3aowiol

CoobpasureasHasa Jxopmx 6eicTpo aorazanack,
Y10 6bI 3TO MOIJIO GBITS.

— Muctep Bapausr npuramun ux coaa 1 6po-
cui. ITorom oH BepHyJscA M o6paTHICA K OTLY O Ka-
KHM-TO IIpeAJIodKeHueM, a orew ero orsepr! Tyt Ha-
BePHAKA Npoucxoguyaa Kaxkasa-to Gopwba, BO BpeMs
KOTOpOM ONMpPOKMHYJH JamMny H oHa pasbuwnace. O
Tocnoau, A HazgeloCh, YTO nana ¥ YepHABLIN yLIH
ot Hux!

JoxynuaH GblJ MpadeH.
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— A a Hazeoch, YTO OHH He nouutu GPOAMTE MO
3TUM YKacHbBIM ToHHensaM. [axke YepHABEHIA He
3HAEeT YEeTBePTOM YacTHU BCeX 3TUX MOA3EMHBIX Iepe-
xonos. Xoren Gbl A 3HATH, YTO XK€ 3[4€Ch BCE-TAKHU
MPOMN3OLILIO.

— Kro-To naerl — BockaukHya sBapyr Iuk.—
Jxyaunas, BeIKJIOYK cBeT!

JxynuaH BEIKJIIOYHJ CBOI GOHADHK, M UX TOT-
yac oKpykmiaa Tema. OHM cKopumaucs B riayGuHe
nelueps!, HaNPAKEHHO MPUCAYLINBAACH.

Ha, npubamwxanucs ysu-1o uiaru. J[fosoasHo oc-
TOPOXKHBIE LLIArH.

— Iloxooke, YTO MAYT ABOE WJIM Tpoe, — IIPO-
wenTan JTuk.

IIIarn npubausuaucs. Vayumue JA0A4 ABHO
marajad no TOHHenw, rae 6ulga HATAHYTaA NPO-
BOJIOKA.

— Hasepnoe, mucrep Bapauur ¢ Biaokom, —
nporenTtana JHxopax. — Hayr, uTobul cHoBa nobe-
CesoBaTh C OTUOM. A OH yuen!

BHesanHo newuepy 03apus APKHII cBeT, BEIPBaB-
IIM# M3 TEeMHOTHI CKOpYHBIUMecA (HUrypnl pebsaT.
Onu ycanlmuanu rpoMKuit yauBJeHHBIR rosaoc:

— Bariomkul K1o agecs? Yro Bce 3To o3nauaer?

HecomueHHO, 310 6uL1 rosioc mucrepa BapauH-
ra. JI)xynuan BCTal, Mopras rjasaMH OT SPKOro
cBera.

— M= umem moero gaxio ¥ YepHasBoro, — CKa-
3an oH. — I'ne oun?

— A passe ux 3gecr Her? — mucrep Bapaunr
6bu1, BUAMMO, YAMBJIEH. — A 3TOT yKaCHBINA 3Bepio-
ra, Baul Irec, Toxe ucyea?

— Ol Tak Tummu Gulx 3gec! — pagoOCTHO BOC-
KaukHyaa Jxopmk. — A rae oH ceiiuac?

Mucrepa BapauHra COnpoBOXKAAMH ABOE MYXK-
yuH. OgHuM U3 HuX 6ula Baok, a BTOpBIM — cayra
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Bapunura. Mucrep Bapnusr nocrasua ¢oHaps, Ko-
TOPBI Jepskal B pyKax.

— BB 4YTO XOTHTE CKa3aTh — BAM HEM3BECTHO,
KyJa JeJUCh OCTaJbHble? — BCTPEBOMKEHHO CIIPOCHJI
oH. — Ecau oHM nouutn 6pOaUTH CAMOCTOATENBHO,
OHHM y’Ke HHKOTZAa He BepHYTCA.

AHH TUXOHBKO BCKPHKHYJIA.

— 310 BCe BBl BUHOBATHI, YYAOBHILE Bbl aTaKoe!

— 3amomuu, AHH! — NPUKPHKHYJ Ha Hee JDxy-
auaH. — Mucrep Bapaunr, — ckasan oH, ofpaiua-
Ach K 0003JIeHHOMY KOHTpafaHaucTy, — A AyMalo,
BAM JIyUIlIe BCEro BePHYThCA OGPATHO BMeCTe C HAMU
u Bce oOpacHuTE. Mucrep Jlenyap B 3Ty camyo Mu-
HyTy Oeceayer ¢ noauuuei.

— Ha uy? B camom aene? — ckasan mucrep
Bapanur. — B takom ciayyae HaM cienyeT Ka-
Koe-To Bpema nobuiTh TyT. Ja, BcemM Ham, Hu
BaM ToxKel Mucrep Jlenyap y MeHa nonJsaiuer!
A Bac Bcex 6yay Aep:KaTh HA IIOJIOXKEHHM IIJIEeH-
HBIX, U HA 3TOT Pa3 BAC CBAXYT, YTOGBI BBl He
B3aymaaun yiitu orcioga, Kak te asoe!l Ectep y
Te6a BepeBKa, Biok?

Bnok u BTOpOII My)KYMHA CAeJaJaM lIar BIepen.
IIpexxne Bcero oun rpy6o cxsatunu J[KOPIK.

Ona rpoMKo 3akpuuana:

— Tummu! Tummu! Tae Te1? TuMMu, cKopee Ha
nomorius! O, Tummulll

Ho Tummu He noasnanca. J{eBouke cBa3anu 3a
CITMHO PYK# M TOJIKHYJIM €e B yroJl. 3aTeM OHH IO-
BepHyJuch K JDKyaunany.

-— Bel — cymacweamnit, — ckasan IxynuaH
mucTepy BapauHry, KOTOpBI#i CTOAN PANOM, Aepka
B pykax ¢oHaps. — TOJABKO cyMAcCLIeALIHI CIIOCO-
Gen TBODUTH Taxoe!

— Tummn! — kpuuana J[)KOPIK, NBITAACH BbI-
cBoGoauts pyku. — Tummn, Tummu, Tummul
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Tummu He casiuai. OH GbLT CAMIIKOM AAJIEKO.
OnHaKo nec BHE3AITHO OLIYTHJ KaKylO-TO TDPEBOry.
OH ctoan paaom c¢ oruoMm JIxxopmx m YepHaBeiM
Bo3Jjie Kpasa Gosora, cobuMpasch MOBECTH MX BOKPYr
X0JaMa M aocTaBuTh B GesonacHoe Mecto. Ho oH oc-
TAHOBWICA M npuciywuaica. KoHeyHo, cabluaTs oH
Huyero He mor. Ho Tummu nonuman, uro Jxopmx
B onacHocTH. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €ro JioGumas
MaJleHbKaA X03AiKa HyKJIaeTca B HeM. OTO IOA-
CKa3aJIM eMy He ero yIUM WJIHM HOC, a ero npeaaHHoe
cepaue. xopax B onacHocTu!

OH noBepHyJsicA H mofGexKas Ha3al, B TOHHENb.
3aapixaach, OH MYAICA [0 MNEeTJAAIIIMM I0A3eM-
HBIM IIepexonam.

M coBeplleHHO HEOXXHAAHHO, B TOT CAMBIf MO-
MeHT, Koraa JDxyauaH cepAMTO NMOAYHMHHUJICA HeEro-
OAAM U gaj cBA3aTh cebe PYKH, OTKYAAa-TO HajeTena
Joxmaras rposa. 310 6uu1 Tummul

OH HIOXOM omo3Has cBoero Bpara. OmATbL 3TOT
muctep Bapaunr! Yauan on u Bioka.

— I'p-pppppp-pPPP!

— CHoBa 3ToT y»KacHblit nec! — 3aopan Baok u
otckouun ot J[)xynuana. — Bapaunr, rae saw nuc-
Tonet?

Ho TumMMu nucronetsl He BosHoBanu. OH mpeIr-
HYJ Ha MHUcTepa Bapsunra u nosanun ero Ha 3eM-
mo. Ilec ykycun ero 3a rmiedo ¢ Takoil CHJIOM, 4YTO
Tor 3aBonuia. IlotoM OH npeirHysa Ha Bioka u Toxe
c6ua ero ¢ Hor. Cnyra Bapaunra c6exad.

— Or30BH cBOIO cOGaKy, OT30BH €€, a TO OHA Hac
3arpni3et, — 3aKpH4yaj Mucrep Bapauur, 6opsace ¢
ncom. Ilneyo ero Goseno oryaanHo. Ho HUKTO He
npou3dHec HU caosa. Ilycts Tummu aenaer 4To
xouerT!

Bckope Bce Tpoe MY»KYHH ABHMHYJHCh B TeMHBIH
ToHHenb. CrnoThiKkanace Ge3 ¢oHaps, OHM NBITAJIHMCH
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OTHICKATh NMyTh Ha3ax. Ho npoBOJIOKY OHH He Ha-
uun ¥ nobpeau B TEeMHOTe HayTajA, MCIYyCKas CTO-
HbI, HACMEPTh NepenyraHHbIe.

Tummu npubesxan ob6paTHO, O4YE€Hb JOBOJBHBIMN
co6oit. On nopowien K J[KOpA)K M, NMOBM3rMBas OT
pazocTi, 06aM3ai ee ¢ roJIoBHI K0 HOr. J[XKOpAXkK, KO-
TOpaA HUKOrZAa He IUIaKaa, ¢ yAUBJIEHHEM 3aMeTH-
J1a, YTO MO LIEKAM ee KATATCA CJe3hl.

— 9T0 OT PaaoCTH, a He OT ropsal — BOCKJIMKHY-
Ja oHa. — PasBsakure ke KTo-HHOyab» MHe pyku!l S
He MOry noxJonars no cnuie Tummul

Iux passasan pyku eit u Jxkynauady. A norom
BCe OHM BAOBOJIb HACIAAWIMCH MIBABJIEHHEM CBOei
6narogapHoct Tummul O orBeyan um Tem kel Ilec
MOABLIBAJI, JIasjl, KATaJCsd 110 3eMJie, JU3aad UX, IH-
HaJa rosiosoit. OT paaocTH OH MPOCTO COLUEJ C yMma.

— O, TumMMu, KaKoe CYAaCTbe, YTO ThI CHOBA C
Hamul — panocTHO BocKAuKHyJaa Jxopmx. — Te-
mepb TBI CMOJKELIb OTBECTH HAC K OCTalbHbIM. 1
yBepeHa, YTO Thl 3Haellb, rae oren ¥ YepHABEIA,
Tummul

Koneuno, Tummu npexpacHo 3Han. OH ABHHYJI-
cA BIepeA, BuaAA xBocToM. JKOpMK w1ja PAAOM C
HHMM, Jepeka ero 3a OLUeMHMK, & OCTalbHble LLIH
CJIeIOM LIETIOYKOM, AepKach 3a PyKH.

Y uux 6b1a1 npu ceGe GpoHaApr U ABA KapMaHHBIX
cdonapuka, TaKk 4TO MM Bce GBLIO IPEKPACHO BHAHO.
U Bce-taku, He Oyap npu HUX THMMH, OHHM HM 3a
4yTO He HauwM Gul gopory. Ilec ycrienr ocHOBaTeJIBLHO
M3y4YUTh BCE TOHHEJNHM, & ero HIoXx 6e3omnGoyHO
YKa3blBaJ eMy NpaBWJIbHLEIA MapIIpPyT.

— OH — HU3yMUTEeNBLHEI Nec, — CKa3ana AHH. —
ITo-moemy, Ixopmk, OH caMblif JydwIuit mec Ha
cserel

— Koneunol — cornacunacs »Kopmx, KoTopasa
NpUAep)KHUBaAIach 3TON0 MHEHHMSA C TOIO CaMoro gHs,
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Korga TuMMH, TOraa eme IIEHOK, MOABHJCH Y
Hee. — Jloporyma Tum! Kak xe 3ato 61710 3ameua-
TeAbHO, KOTZa OH NMPUMYAaJCA M KUHyJcA Ha Bio-
Ka B TOT CaMbiif MOMEHT, KOTrAa TOT CBA3BIBAJ PY-
ki xxyauanyl OH HaBepHAKA 3HAJ, KAK Mbl B
HeM Hy)xaaemcsl

— HasepHoe, OH Beser Hac TyAa, rae HAXOAATCA
TBOM otew M YepHaBbIl, — npeanonoxun UK. —
OH, BUAKMO, COBEPLIEHHO yBepeH, YTO ABUraeTcA B
NpaBUJILHOM HanpasieHMH. MbI Bce BpeMs CIIycKa-
eMcA BHHM3 IO XoaMmy. YG6exJaeH, CKOPO MEI BbliieM
K Gosnoraml!

Korza oHM HaKOHel INOAOLLIM K IIOAHOMKHIO
X0JIMa M BBRIHBIPHYJIM M3 OKYTAHHOTO TYMAHOM TOH-
Hena, JDKOpAK rPOMKO 3aKpudyana:

— Cwmorpurel Bon — nana, u Tyt xe Yepus-

38471

— Iana Keentun! — rpomko 3akpuyannu Jxy-
auaH, Iuk u AHH. — Yepuasniitl IIpuser! Ms1
aaechl

HOana KseHTuH 1 YepHABHINA, KpaiiHe yAHBJIEH-
Hble, OrJAHyJIuCh. OHM COCKOYMIIM C KAMHA, Ha KO-
TOPOM CHJIEeJIH, M IOLIJX HABCTPEYY IICY M B3BOJHO-
BAHHBLIM JETAM.

— Kakum ofpasom BHI cioga nonanu? — crpo-
cux oren JHxopax, o6HUMan nouky. — Bac Tummu
npuBea? On Hac BAPYT 6pocka M nmobexxkas Hasaj, B
TOHHEJb.

— Paccka)xure, 4T0 npomaouisio? — MONPOCHJ
HeTepneauBo YepHABBIA, NMOHMMABIUHMIL, YTO pebs-
TaMm eCTh 4YTO NMOPACCKA3ATb.

— Macca Bcakux cobeiTuitll — ckasana
Jxopak, AHLO KOoTOpoit Tak M cuaso. Kak sameua-
TeJbHO OBIJIO CHOBA OKA3aThCA BCEM BMeCTe, H K TO-
my xe eme — ¢ Tummu. Ona, Ixyanan u JIuk Ha-
YaJu MO OoYepeAr PacCKa3biBaTh, & IIOTOM HACTYITHJ
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yepen aaau KseHTuHa noseaars cBowo uctopuio. Ero
yacTo nepebusan YepHasnlil.

— Tak! — ckasan HakoHen xkyauan. — Ily-
Malo, HaM I10pa BO3BPAILATHECA, He TO MOJHMIMA ITyC-
THT CBOMX co0aK Da3bIiCKMBATh Hac Bcex. Mucrep
JleHyap yAMBUTCA, KOraa YBHAMT, YTO MBI BO3Bpa-
LIIAEMCA BCe BMeCTe.

— MHe HenpUATHO, YTO A B MHXKaMe, — CKasas
aaaa KsentuH, Kyraacs B KoBpuK. — 5 Gyay xpaii-
He HeJOBKO ce6a YyBCTBOBATH, LLIATAA 10 YJHIIAM B
TaKkoM Hapsaze!

— Huvuerol Kpyrom takoit Tyman! — sameruna
J>xop[uK, OLIYTHB JIErKyl0 APoXKb, u60 BO3ayx ObLI
HACBHILIEH ChIPOCTHIO. — THMMMH, BBIBEAH HAC OTCIO-
Aa. 51 ysepeHa, 4TO Thl 3HaeLIb JOPOTY.

THMMHM HMKOrAA He BBIXOAMJ M3 TOHHEJA Hapy-
Ky, HO OH, IO BCeil BUAMMOCTH, 3HAJ, YTO JAEJAaTh.
OH aBuHY/CA BOKPYTr noaHoxkuA xonma. OcranbHbie
MOLIN 38 HUM, AUBACH TOMY, KakK 310 Tummu yaa-
eTcA HAXOAHUTh CyXYIO TPONKY. B Tymane noutu He-
BO3MOXKHO OBLIO pasraazerb, KyAa crynartbh 0es-
OMmacHo, & Kyxa HeT. BoKpyr Hux 6mljIO npeaaTenb-
ckoe 6osoTo.

— Vpal Bou poporal — BApYr 3aKpuuyas
IoxynanaH.

OHM yBMAENIHM H3XAJH AOPOMKHOE IIOJOTHO,
npoaocxeHHoe 4depe3d Gosoro. Ot rpasHoit xaabu
Gosora aopora Besa BBepx no xoamy. Ilepemau-
KaB HOr® B rpaA3M, OHM BHIGpPANHCh HAa LOpOry.
THMMH [ONLITAJCA BCKOYHUTH HA Hee OAHUM
npeikkoM. Ho oH nockoawsanyaca! Ilec ynan B
Gonoro, monpofoBas HAalyNaTh TBEPAYIO ONOPY
u He cmor. OH 3acKyJami.

— Tummul O, nocmorpure, OH norpyskaerca B
rpassl — 3akpuuyana B naHuke Dxopmx. — Tum-
mu, Tummul S uay K Tebel
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OHa yixe coGpanach GLLIO COMTH C JOPOTH M KHU-
HyThCA B 60J10T0, 4TOOH cnacTi Tuma, HO OoTell PhIB-
KOM OTTALLMJI ee Ha3ax.

— ThI 4TO, TOXKE XOYelllb YTOHYTb? — BOCKJIMK-
HyJa oH. — TuMMHu npekpacHO BbiGepercsa Ge3 Tsoeit
nomouu! ,

Ho Tummu He mor BeiGpaThcsi. OH morpyxaics
BCce rayOoke.

— Caenaiite ke uyro-HMGyab, O, caenaiite e
yto-HNbyas! — Kpuuana J[KOpmxK, H30 BCeX CHI
NBITAACL BbBIpBAThCA M3 PyK otua. — O! Ckopeel
Cnacure Tummul



TJIABA IBA/IIIATH BTOPASA
HaxoHel Bce HaAa)KHBaeTcs

Ho uyto MoxHO 6nu10 caenath? B oruasanuu Bce
cMorpesn Ha GegHoro TMMMH, KOTOpPHIE M30 Bcex
CMJI TBITAICA BBIKApaGKaThCA K3 3acachkIBaloOLLei
ero xJjabu.

— On Tonet! — 3aruiakana AHH.

Bapyr Ha aopore NOCJABILIAJICA 3BYK KoJieC. JTO
6bL1 rpy30BMK, HA KOTOPOM HAXOAMJIACH Ky4a BCH-
KOM BCAYMHBI — YTOJb, AOCKH, GpeBHa, KakKHe-TO
meruku. JlHxopak saakpuuaina:

— Ocranosurecs! Ocranosutecs! ITomornte Ham!
Haiua cofaxa ynana B 6010T0.

I'pysoBuxk ocranosmaca. Oren I»xopmx ocmor-
peJ BellH, KOTOPble HAXOAWINCh B Ky3oBe. B cieny-
IOLLYI0 MUHYTY OHH ¢ JIXKyJIMaHOM y)Ke BbITaCKHMBa-
JIX M3 rpy30BHKA Kakue-To A0cKH. OHM KHHYJIH HX
B 60J10TO M, NONB3YACh UMK KAK MOCTKAMH, BABOEM
aobpanuce a0 ToHyiuero Tummu.

BoauTens rpy3oBMKa COCKOYHMJ Ha 3eMJ0 U Opo-
cuiaca nomorarts. Ilonepek yixe JeKallx AOCOK IT0-
JIOXKHUIU JApyrue, 4ToObl 0oOpasoBascs HaneXHbIN
Hactui. Ilepsasa mapTus QOCOK y)Ke HauHMHaJA IO-
IDY’KaThCA B I'PA3b.

— HOagn Keentun cxsatun TuMMmu, oH BoiTa-
ckusaer erol Borraumual — B3Bu3rHysna AHH.

Hxopax, ouens OiegHas, BHeE3amHoO ceJa
npaMo Ha 3eMa10 y Kpaa aoporu. OHa Buzena,
yro TUMMH y)Ke crlaceH, M OT NEPEeXHUTOro Ino-
TpACEHUs, CMeHHuBIuerocsa obierueHuem, e cra-
JI0 HeXOpo1o.
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Britamure TumMmMu O6BIJIO geJIOM HeJerkum,
TAK KaK rpA3b 3aTAruBajga ero Braybb ¢ rpo-
manaHoi cuaoit. Ho B KOHLle KOHLIOB ero BBLI3BO-
JHJAN, U OH, LUATAACH, MOILJIEJCA IO TOHYLIHM
JAOCKaM, MbLITAACL BHJATH XBOCTOM, ryc'ro 006-
JIeNNJIEHHBIM TIPA3LIO.

He o6paniasa BHUMaHMA HA TO, YTO IeC BeChb B
rpasu, Ixopmx ofHANA ero.

— O, TumMMH, — NIpHrOBapuBaja OHa,— JO 4Ye-
ro ke TH Hac nepenyrail @y, Kak or teba nax-
HeT — HO MHe Bce pasBHol I aymana, Tl coBcem
nponan, Mo Geauniit, Geaubist Tummul

 Boaurens rpy3oBHKa rPyCTHO CMOTDeN Ha CBOU
HOCKH, BanABIIMecA B Goaore. ITox cioeM rpasu mx
Teneps GbL10 yKe He BUAHO. Jana KseHtun, uyscr-
ByAa celA OueHb HEJOBKO B NH)KaMe, 3aroBODPHUJ C
HUM:

— Y wmeHA celiuac Her ¢ cofoit neHer, HO, ecJau
BBl NO3BOHHUTE IO TejedOHY BOH B TOT A0M, IIMK
Kourpaanaucra, A XOpolLlIO BaM 3anJjady 4 3a npo-
nasm¥e JOCKM H 3a MNOMOLIb, KOTOPYIO Bbl Ham
OKa3aJsu.

— YT0 3, A BOXKY yrojb B JoM paaoMm ¢ ITukom
Konrpabanaucra, — ckKasan wmodep, YyAUBJIEHHO
pasraAaabiBas CTpaHHOoe oAeAHHe aAAau Ksenrtu-
Ha. — MoxeTt, MHe noase3TH Bac Bcex? B Kyao-
Be MecTa MHOTIO.

TeMHesI0, TYMaH rycreJ, Bce oueHb yctanu. OHu
C PaaoCThI0 B306panuch Ha rPy30BMK, H OH NMOKAaTHJ
BBepx no Orropruyromy xoamy. B ckopom BpemeHuU
oHu Obin yike okoso IIuka KoutpaGanaucra, BbI-
6panuch M3 MAalLLUMHBI U BADPYT NMOYYBCTBOBAIH, Kak
Yy HMX 3aT€KJH DyKH H HOTH.

— 31 saeny 3aBsTpa, — ckasaJ wmodep. — Ceituac
He Mory GOoJsblue 3agepkuBaThbCA. Bcero no6poro
BceM Bam!
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HeGosnbiiaa KOMIAHUA IO3BOHMJIA B JBEPH.
Capa TOPONJAMBO MOAOLIJNA M OTKphLJIA. YBUAEB
MX BCeX MpPH CBeTe ropesureilt B xoJjJje JaMIIbI,
OHA YyTh He ymnana B oOOMOPOK OT HEOXHJAaHHO-
cTH.

— Bor Tl moitl — BocKAMKHyJa oHa. — Bce
sepuyaucsl Bor obpaayiorca mucrep m muccuc Jle-
Hyap — OHM y)Ke IONPOCHJIM IOJMIMIO OPraHU30-
BaTh Po3nICK. OHM CITyCKATHUCh B IOTAlTHBIE I1epexo-
asl ¥ 6bun y Muctepa Bapaunra u...

TumMMu cTpesioil BJeTen B XxoaJ. I'pA3p Ha
HeM y’Ke Hauyaja NOACHIXaTh, M OH IpPeACTaBJAJ
co6oit Becbma cTpaHHoe 3peauiue. Capa rpoMkKo
BCKPDHKHYyJA.

— Y710 310? BaTiOmIKH, Aa HEYXKTO 3TO —
cobaka?

— Hau ciona, Tum, — ckasana I[>xkopax, BADYr
BCIIOMHMBILAA, 4TO Muctep Jlenyap Tepners He MO-
axer cobak. — Capa, a BHl He COIJIacMTeCh IOAep-
xatb Gepguary Tummu Ha KyxHe? 51 npocro He Mory
BBITHATHL €ro Ha yauny. Bel He npeacrasasere, KaKk
oH xpabpo ce6a senl

— IMowran, nomnu! — ckasan aaaa Keentuw,
HeTepneJHUBO CJaywiaBmIuit BCIO 3Ty GOJATOBHIO. —
YK HEeCKOJABKO-TO MUHYT JIeHyap CMOKeT BbITEp-
nerb npucyrcrene Tummu?

— Ha A ¢ yaoBOABLCTBMEM BO3bMY €ro C CO-
6oit, — ckasana Capa. — fI ero ucKkynarwo —
3TO eMy Heo0XOaAMMO B mnepBylo odepeab. Mmuc-
Tep u Mmuccuc Jlenyap B rocruHoit. Moxer
6bITh, MHE CXOAUTH M NMPUHECTH BaM KaKYyIO-HH-
6yab omexay?

Bce nanpasuauces B roctuHylo, a Tummu no-
CJIYLIIHO MOMJIEJICA B KYXHIO BCJIeA 3a B3BOJHOBAH-
Hoit Capoit. Mucrep Jlenyap ycasixas rosoca M IIH-
POKO pacnaxHyJ ABepb MOCTHHONA.
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Muccuc Jlenyap, obauBaschs cae3aMM, KMHyJach
K Yepuasomy. Mapubesn B BOCTOpre Tporaja ero
CBOMMHM DPYYOHKaMH, CJIOBHO mec — JjamamMu. Muc-
Tep JleHyap morep PyKH, XJONMHYJ Ka’KA0ro IO CIu-
He U CKasay:

— Hy uto ! OyeHb NPUATHO BHUAETH Bac BCEX
uensIMM ¥ HeBpeauMbIMH. lla... SI yBepeH, UTO Bam
€CTh 4YTO MopaccKasars!

— Ha, Jlenyap, HO TO, YTO MBI MOXEM pac-
cKa3aTh, 3BYYHT BeCbMa M BeChbMa CTPAaHHO, —
sametun orten Jxopax. — KpaiiHe crpanHO.
Ho npexae, yem 4uTo-a1mb60 paccKasbIiBaTh, MHe
HaaAO HajAeTh 4To-HMOyas Ha Horu. fI mpouen
60CMKOM He OAHY MHJIO, H Y MeHA O4eHb GOJAT
HOTH.

Kakapiit 4TO-TO NMOHEMHOXMKKY paccKasbIBaj, a
X03f€Ba U CJYIM MEeXAY TeM CYyeTHJIMChb, NMPHUTALIM-
JI1 TOpPAYYIO BOARY, 4TOObI aAaA KBeHTHMH Mor BbI-
MBITb HOTM, NMPHHECJH €My XaJaT, MNOCTaBMJIM Ha
CTON eny U ropadee NMUThe AJA BCeX. OTO ObLIM mo-
MCTHHe BOJIHyIouMe MUHyThI. Korna BcedGiuee Bo3-
Gy KAeHHe yJIerjioch, AeTH MOYyBCTBOBAJIM pacrupa-
IOLYIO MX MOPAOCTb: BeAb OHH MOIJIM CTOJbKO BCEro
pacckasaTsl

KoneuHo, BcKOpe aBmiach noauums. MHcnexkrop
cpasy e Hadal 3aJaBaTh MHOXKECTBO Bonpocos. Bee
XOTeJH Ha HHMX OTBe4YaTb, HO MHCNEKTOp pacrops-
aniacs, 4ToGbl paccKasbIBaJIM TOJBKO aaas IiseH-
THH, YepHasslit 1 J[xopmxk. OHu 3Hanu o060 Bcem
Gosblre, yeM OCTajbHBIE.

N3 Bcex mnpucyTcTBylOILUHX HauboJbllee
yAUBJIEHHEe, IO-BUAMMOMY, DacCKa3 BBI3BAA Yy
muctepa Jlenyapa. YcaelmiaB 0 TOM, KaK MMC-
Tep BapiauHr npamMo npeasioOKHJA KYNHTH IMJIAHBI
OoCyIIKH GOJIOT ¥ KAK OH OTKPOBEHHO NPH3HAJ-
CA B TOM, 4YTO 3aHMMaeTcsa KOoHTpabaugoit, Jle-
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Hyap OTKMHYJICA Ha CIHHKY CTyJa, He B CHJax
BBEIMOJIBUTh HH CJIOBA.

— On, pasymeercsd, cymaculiegiuuit, — CKa-
3an uHCreKTop. — CJIOBHO JXMBET B KaKOM-TO
MHOM MHpe.

— § xak pa3 310 caMoe eMy M BbIcKasaial —
npousHec YepHsaseiit. — 5 3asaBM, YTO eMy HaIO
66110 GBI XKUTh CTO JieT Hasan!

— JomxeH cka3aTh, Mbl He OAHMH pPa3 NBITAJIKUCH
nofiMaTh €ro Ha TOM, YTO OH 3aHMMAaETCHA KOHTpa-
Ganpoif, — coobmmun nmHcneKkTop. — Ho OH uckio-
yuteasHo JoBok! ToabKO MogyMaTh: NPUCTPOUTH B
BalueM aome, c3p, Dioka B Kauectse cayru! 310
BeAb O4YeHb JIOBKMII TpioK! A Biok mexay tem uc-
noJab30Baj Bamly 6ailiHIO AJA MOAa4Yd CHIHAJIOB.
HIna 3roro HaZO HMeETh HEMaJ0 HaxaiabcTBa. W
Biaok, okaswiBaercs, BoBce He rayxoi. I aTto Toxe
ObL1 OYEeHb XHUTPBII XOA: 3acCjaTh €ero Cioaa, 4ToObl
OH BCIOAY XOAMJI, MPUKHUALIBAACH IIyXHMM, M MOT Ta-
KHM oGpa3oM cobupaTs HHGOPMAaLHIO, COBCEM He
npegHa3sHA4YaBLUYIOCA JJIA ero yuueiil

— Kaxk Bnl gymaere, ROMMKHBI JM MBI 4YTO-
au6o NpeaAnNpHHATL B OTHOLIEeHMH Bioka, Muc-
Tepa BapauHra u TpeTsero 4eiaoseKa, ero Clay-
ru? — cnpocuna Bapyr Ixynauan. — Hackoanko
HaM H3BECTHO, OHM Bce eule GPOAAT B 3TOM Jia-
6upuHTe TOHHeneil. K Tomy e Mbl 3HaeMm, 4YTO
ABOMX H3 HHX YKycua Tummu.

— AX 1a, 3TOT nec cnac BaM BCEM >KH3Hb, A TaK
CYMTAI0, — CKa3aJ HMHCIEeKTop. — Bam mpocto mo-
Beano. OueHb XxKaub, YTO BbI He JiobOuTe cobak, MHUC-
Tep JleHyap, HO A yBepeH, Bbl IIDH3HaeTe, 4YTO IJIA
Bcex Bac ObLIO CYACTBLEM TO, YTO OH GpOAUA TYT, IIO-
6amnzocrul

— Ha, na, KOHe4uHO, — npu3HaJa mucrep Jle-
Hyap. — Pasymeercsa, Baok Toxe Hukorga He
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xoTteJ, uto6ul B pome Omisa co6aka — OH GosaJ-
cA, 4YTO OHA MOXeT 3ajaATh, BHAA ero CTpaH-
HBle MCYEe3HOBEHMA M Bo3BpaumeHua. Kcraru, a
rae ata uynecHaa cobaka? S He npoun Ha Hee
B3rIAHYTh, XOTA A HeHaBMiKy cobak, u Bceraa
6yAy HeHaBMIETb.

— i ero npusexy, — npeanokuaa JRKOpIK. —
Hapelocs, Capa caenana 1o, 4To ofelana, ¥ BHIKY-
naja ero. On GbL1 Y2KACHO I'PA3HBIN,

Ona BeIuLIa ¥ BepHyJaachk ¢ Tummu. Ho ao uero
ae 3a 3T0 Bpema mnec nepemeHuucal Capa xopoio
HMCKynaJja ero B ropadeil Boge M BbiTepja HACYXO.
Ot u"ero ucxoamn npuaTHei 3anax. Illepcrs ero
O6eL1a nymucroit m yuctoit. 1 on Obl1 xOpollo Ha-
KopMJeH. TumMMu Gbl1 OYeHBb JOBOJIeH co0OM M BCeM
OKDYKAIOLIHM.

— Tummu, nosgoposaiica ¢ ApPyrom, — CKa-
3ajJla €My TOPXKeCTBEHHBIM TOHOM JI:KOpIxK.
TuMMH nocMoTpes Ha Mucrepa Jlenyapa CBOH-
MU GOJMBIIMMHM KOPDHYHEBHIMH rja3aMH, a MOTOM
nojouIes NMPAMO K HEMY M BEXJIMBO IOAAJ Ipa-
BYI0 Jany, 4To6hl MO3J0pOBATLCA, KAK €ro Ha-
yuuaa Jlxopax.

Mucrep Jlenyap onewunna. OH He NPUBBIK, YTOOE!
y cobak ObLiM TakHe npeKpacHble maHepsl. HeBoJb-
HO OH NpOTAHYJ DPyKy TMMMH, U OHH caMbIM ADpYy-
XKecKMM o0pa3oM mnos3aopoBaaucb. THMMH He IIbI-
TalCA JU3HYTh MHcTepa JleHyapa WIH IIONOMXKHTH
Jaansl eMy Ha rpyas. OH y6pan cBOIO Jarny, KOPOTKO
raBKHYJI, Bpoae Obl roBOpsA ¢34paBCTBYHTE», U Bep-
Hyacs K Jxopaxk. OKoJO Hee OH THMXOHBKO JIer Ha
noJ. .

— Hy, 3Haere, OH 1 Ha cofaKy-ToO He MOXOM! —
YAMBJIEHHO BOCKJMKHYJ mMuctep Jlenyap.

— Ha 4yTo Bul, TUMMH — mec, xa elue Kaxoil —
O4YeHb Cepbe3Ho Bo3pasuia Jxopmx. — OH caMselit
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YTO HH Ha ecTh Hactoauuit mec, mucrep JleHyap,
TOJBLKO OH ropas3ao yMHee Apyrux ncosB. Heands au
MHE OCTABHTH €ro 3JecCh, IIOKA MBI y BAC >XHBEM.
Mu nHaltnem B ropoge Koro-HHOyab, KTO COTJIACHTCA
3a HUM IIPUCMOTPETh.

— Hy u4TO kK, NOCKOJABKY OH TaKoif 3ameua-
TeJbHBIA MaJbIffi U TaKoOi Ha BHUA pa3yMHBIi, A
MO3BOJIO BAM OCTABHTh €ro, — CKAa3aJg MUCTEep
Jlenyap, um3o Bcex cHJ crapasuuuiica GuITh Be-
JUKOAYWHBIM. — ToabKo, moanayiicra, NycTh
OH He mnonajzaercAa MHe nox Horu. S yBepeH,
4YTO TAKOM pa3yMHBI MaJbYMK, KAK Thl, CyMe-
eT 3a 3THMM IPOCJEAHUTh.

Koraa mucrep Jlenyap nassan J[»Kopmx maib-
YUKOM, Bce yabsIOHyauch. OH, Kak BUAHO, TAK U He
TMOHAJI, YTO rnepea HUM aeBouka. OHa Toxe yabIGHY-
aack. OHA-TO, BO BCAKOM CJyyae, He NPHU3HAETCA
€My, YTO OHa — He MAaJIb4YHK.

— JIa BaM M He NpPHAETCA €ro BHUAETh, —
pazocTHO BOocKauKHyna I:kopax. — S He no-
nywmy, 4To6sl OH rae-HHGyAL MOMagajiCA BaM Ha
nytu. OrpoMmHoe Bam cmacu60. OTO OYeHb JIO-
Geano ¢ Baumeil cTopoHsi!

HHucnekTopy TuMMH ToXe noupaxuncx On mo-
CMOTpEJI Ha Ica U KUBHYJ royioBoit JKopmxk.

— Korga 3axodels OT HEro OTAenaThCs, Ipo-
Aait ero MHe, — CKasaJ OH. — Y Hac B MOJHULIUH
ANA Takoro mca aeno Haiigercal OH HaM MHrom me-
PenoBHAT BceX KOHTpabaHaucTos!

Jxopmx He cowla HY»KHBIM JajkKe OTBEYaThb Ha
noxobHoe npeanoxeHue. Kak Gyaro oHa criocoGHa
Korga-nu6o npogars TMMMH WiIM OTAATHL €ro Ciay-
SKUTb B MOJHIHIOl

TeM He MeHee HHCIEKTOPY BCKOpe NMPHILJIOCH
obpatuteca kK Tummu 3a nomoumsio. Koraa mpo-
wen uenbift AeHb M HUKTO He HalleJ MUCTepa
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BapauHra M ero KOMNaHbLOHOB B JaGupHUHTE
TOHHeJIeil U OHM He OOBABHINCHL B KaKoM-aubo
APYroM MecTe, HHCNEKTOD crpocua J[»kopax, He
paspewsuT U oHAa THMMH CIyCTHTBCA B TOHHe- -
JM M MOMCKATH HX.

— 1 He Mory ocTaBMTh MX Ha NPOM3BOJ CyAb-
6! — OHM 3a6AYyAMJIMCh H MOTYT yMepeTh C roJio-
Ay, — CKAa3aJ MHCIEKTOP. — XOTh OHH M CKBEPHEIE
JIOAHIUKH, MBI O0sA3aHBI HX cnacTv. TumMmMm —
eAWHCTBEHHEIN, KTO MOYKEeT HX HaMTH.

Oro, KoneyHo, Onuto npaspoii. HMrak, Tummu
ONATH OTNPABHJICA B NOA3EMHBLIH TOHHEJb, NMPOOM-
THII B X0JIMe, H HAY&JI BHICJEKHBATH CBOMX BPAroOB.
Cnycta HeKoTopoe BpeMA OH ux Hawuea. Ouu 3abay-
AWINCHh B JaGMPHMHTE, M3NOJIOAAIMCh, CTPagaid OT
HaKAb!, OBLIM CTPAIUHO HANYTA&HBI M MCIBITHIBAIH
cuabHYy10 6OsIb.

OH nputamMa MX Kaxk 3a0lyALLIHX OBell TYAA,
rae HX »Jaaja noauuMA. A nocye aroro mucrep Bap-
JIMHT X €ro ApPy3bA HAJO0JI0 MCYe3JH M3 IonA 3pe-
HUA ropoxxasl!

— IlonuuuA AOMIKHA PAJOBATBHCA, YTO HAKOHEL-
TO mnoitmasia Ux, — ckasdaja muctep Jlenyap. — OHna
yKe JaBHO MBITANACH MOJIOXKUTh KOHel] KOHTpabaH-
ae. OqHO BpeMA B MOJMLMHM JaXKe M0A03peBau, YTO
3aHuMaloch 3TuM sl Bapauur Gbl1 XUTPBINA MaJbli,
XOTA A MO-NpeXHeMYy CYMTAIO ero nojoymHsiM. Kor-
aa Byok BhiBenanm MoM uaeH HacyeT ocylieHus 6o-
aor, BapauHr uenyraiacA, YTO ¢ HCYE3HOBEHHEM TY-
MaHOB ¥ GOJIOT MPHUAET KOHEL M ero yBJIeKaTeJlbHOMN
AeATeabHOCTH KoHTpabanaucral Emy yxxe He npu-
AeTCA TMOMKHMIAATh CBOM MAaJIeHbKHE CYAEHBILUKH,
npofupalolMecs B TymMaHe, M CJEOIUThb 3a TeM, Kak
€ro JIIOAH KPaAYTCA MO TalHBIM Tponam uepe3d 6oJio-
TO; He Hajgo Oyzer Gojbllle CHTHAIUThL, NPATATH
KoHTpabaHAHbIe TOBapel. Bel 3Haere, YTO MOJAHLIMA
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Halja B X0JMe meuepy, HaGMTyiI0 TaKMMH TO-
papamu?

Teneps, Korga BCe 3TO 3aKOHYMJOCH, MOXHO
6bIJIO MOroBOPHUTH O CAYYMBIUEMCA Kak o0 yBJe-
KaTeJbHOM npukJlodeHun. Ho gaeru xanenu
KOe O uUeM: OHM JKaJjleJH, 4YTO CUMTAIM MHCTepa
JleHyapa TaKHMM YXKaCHLIM 4YeJOBEKOM. Y Hero
6b1JI0 HeMaJI0o CTPAHHOCTel, HO OH Mor 6bITH u
Ao6peIM, M BeceJbIM.

— Bam mn3BecTHO, 4YTO MBI noKHAaeM IIuk
Koutpabanaucra? — cripocun Yepusasslit. — Koraa
A Kcye3d, MaMa A0 TOr0 pacCTPOMJACh, YTO OTell I0o-
oberuas eii npoxats AOM M yexaTh ¢ OTTOoprayTOro
XOJIMAa, €CJIM A BEPHYCh JKMBBIM M HEBDEAMMBIM.
Mawma B noaxnoM BocTOpre.

— 1 Toxxe, — cxkasana Mapubesn. — 51 He n106-
mo ITuxk Kourpabanaucra. 3xeCh CTONBKO BCAKHX
TaifH, CEKPeTOB U TAK YXKaCHO OAMHOKO!

— Hy uTto x, ecan Bce Bl Gymere CYAaCTJIMBBI
yexaTh OTCIOAAa, A pax 3a Bac, — ckasan JDxyanan. —
A mue 310 MmecTo Hpasutcal Ilo-moemy, 3ro — 3ame-
yaTeJbLHBIN JOM M PAacCloOJIOXKEH TaK YyAeCHO — Ha
camoif .BepuIMHe XO0JMa. Y MOAHOMXHUA XOJAMa Bce
OKYTAHO TYMAHOM, & BHYTDH — IIOJIHO TAMHBIX XO-
xoB. 1 ;xaselo o TOM, 4YTO HUKOrjga He cmory GoJsblue
CIOfA NpHEexXaTh, eCJIM BhI yezere.

— $ Toxke xanero, — ckasan JIuk, a Jxopmx u
AHH B 3HaK €OrJIacCMA KHBHYJIH.

— 3T0 — MeCTO, CINEeLHANBLHO CO3JaHHOe IJIA
BCEBO3MOKHBIX  MNpPUKJIOYeHMi! —  3amerusa
Jxxopmx, nmoxjonsiBad no cnuHe Tummn. — Ilpas-
aAa, Tummu? A tebe amece upasurca, a? Twl noay-
YUWJI YAOBOJILCTBHE OT MNPHUKJIOYEHHI, B KOTOPBIX
ydactsoBan?

— T'aBl — 3anaan TuMMH K yaapua XBOCTOM IO
noay. KoHeuHO, OH MONyYMa MAaccy yAOBOJLCTBMIL.
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OH Bceraa OoT BCEro NMoJIy4yas yAOBOJBCTBHE — JIHIUb
6n1 >xopaox Orlyia pAaoOM.

— Hy uTt0 X, MOXXeT, Temepb Mhl NOXXHBEM B
MHDpe ¥ noxKoe, — ckasana Mapubeman. — 5 Gosblue
He XOYYy HHKaKHMX NPHUKJIIO4YeHHi,

— Ax por kak! A Mbl xoTHM! — 3aKkpuuanu oc-
TaJIbHBIE,

Tak 4YTO MOXKHO He COMHEBATbCA: HOBbIE IIPH-
KJIIOYEHHA HX He MMHYIOT. IIpuKiIloueHns — yaen
Tex, KTO X JiobuT!
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CHAPTER ONE
Back to Kirrin Cottage

One fine day, right at the beginning of the Eas-
ter holidays, four children and a dog travelled by
train together.

‘Soon be there now,’ said Julian, a tall strong
boy, with a determined face.

‘Woof,’ said Timothy the dog, getting excited,
and trying to look out of the window too.

‘Get down, Tim,’ said Julian. ‘Let Anne have a
look.’

Anne was his younger sister. She put her head
out of the window. ‘We’re coming into Kirrin Sta-
tion!’ she said. ‘I do hope Aunt Fanny will be there
to meet us.’

‘Of course she willl’ said Georgina, her cousin.
She looked more like a boy than a girl, for she wore
her hair very short, and it curled close about her
head. She too had a determined face, like Julian.
ghe pushed Anne away and looked out of the win-

ow.

‘It’s nice to be going home,’ she said. ‘I
love school —but it will be fun to be at Kirrin
Cottage and perhaps sail out to Kirrin Island
and visit the castle there. We haven’t been
since last summer.’

‘Dick’s turn to look out now,’ said Julian, turn-
ing to his younger brother, a boy with a pleasant
face, sitting reading in a corner. ‘We’re just com-
ing into sight of Kirrin, Dick. Can’t you stop read-
ing for a second?’
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‘It’s such an exciting book,’ said Dick, and shut
it with a clap. ‘The most exciting adventure story
I've ever read!’

‘Pooh! I bet it’s not as exciting as some of the
adventures we’ve hadl’ said Anne, at once.

It was quite true that the five of them,
counting in Timmy the dog, who always
shared everything with them, had had the
most amazing adventures together. But now it
looked as if they were going to have nice quiet
holidays, going for long walks over the cliffs,
and perhaps sailing out in George’s boat to
their island of Kirrin.

‘I’ve worked jolly hard at school this term,’ said
Julian. ‘I could do with a holiday!’

‘You’ve gone thin,” said Georgina. Nobody
called her that. They all called her George. She
would never answer to any other name. Julian
grinned.

‘Well, I'll soon get fat at Kirrin Cottage, don’t
you worry! Aunt Fanny will see to that. She’s a
great one for trying to fatten people up. It will be
nice to see your mother again, George. She’s an aw-
fully good sort.’

‘Yes. I hope Father will be in a good temper
these hols,’ said George. ‘He ought to be because he
has just finished some new experiments, Mother
says, which have been quite successful.’

George’s father was a scientist, always
working out new ideas. He liked to be quiet,
and sometimes he flew into a temper when he
could not get the peace he needed or things
did not go exactly as he wanted them to. The
children often thought that hot-tempered
Georgina was very like her father! She too
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could fly into fierce tempers when things did
not go right for her.

Aunt Fanny was there to meet them. The four
children jumped out on the platform and rushed to
hug her. George got there first. She was very fond
of her gentle mother, who had so often tried to
shield her when her father got angry with her.
Timmy prance round, barking in delight. He
adored George’s mother.

She patted him, and he tried to stand up
and lick her face. ‘Timmy’s bigger than ever!’
she said, laughing. ‘Down, old boy! You’ll
knock me over.’

Timmy was certainly a big dog. All the children
loved him, for he was loyal, loving and faithful.
His brown eyes looked from one to other, enjoying
the children’s excitement. Timmy shared in it, as
he shared in everything.

But the person he loved most, of course, was his
mistress, George. She had had him since he was a
small puppy. She took him to school with her each
term, for she and Anne went to a boarding-school
that allowed pets. Otherwise George would most
certainly have refused to gol

They set of to Kirrin in the pony-trap. It was
very windy and cold, and the children shivered and
pulled their coats tightly round them.

‘It’s awfully cold,’” said Anne, her teeth begin-
ning to chatter. ‘Colder than in the winter!’

‘It’s the wind,” said her aunt, and tucked
a rug round her. ‘It’s been getting very strong
the last day or two. The fishermen have pulled
their boats high up the beach for fear of a big
storm.’ '

The children saw the boats pulled right up as
they passed the beach where they had bathed so
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often. They did not feel like bathing now. It made
them shiver even to think of it.

The wind howled over the sea. Great scudding
clouds raced overhead. The waves pounded on the
beach and made a terrific noise. It excited Timmy,
who began to bark.

‘Be quiet, Tim,’ said George, patting him. ‘You
will have to learn to be a good quiet dog now we are
home again, or Father will be cross with you. Is
Father very busy, Mother?’

‘Very,’ said her mother. ‘But he’s going to
do very little work now you are coming home.
He thought he would like to go for walks with
you, or go out in the boat, if the weather
calms down.’

The children looked at one another. Uncle
Quentin was not the best of companions. He
had no sense of humour, and when the child-
ren went off into fits of laughter, as they did
twenty times a day or more, he could not see
the joke at all.

‘It looks as if these hols won’t be quite so
jolly if Uncle Quentin parks himself on us
most of the time,’ said Dick in a low voice to
julian.

‘Sh,’ said Julian, afraid that his aunt would
hear, and be hurt. George frowned.

‘Oh Mother! Father will be bored stiff if he
comes with us —and we’ll be bored too.’

George was very outspoken, and could never
learn to keep a guard on her tongue. Her mother
sighed. ‘Don’t talk like that, dear. I daresay your
father will get tired of going with you after a bit.
But it does him good to have a bit of young life
about him.’
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‘Here we arel’ said Julian, as the trap
stopped outside an old house. ‘Kirrin Cottage!
My word, how the wind is howling round it,
Aunt Fanny!’

‘Yes. It made a terrible noise last night,’ said
his aunt. ‘You take the trap round to the back,
Julian, when we’ve got the things out. Oh, here’s
our uncle to help!’

Uncle Quentin came out, a tall, clever-looking
man, with rather frowning eyebrows. He smiled at
the children and kissed George and Anne.

‘Welcome to Kirrin Cottage!’ he said. ‘I'm
quite glad your mother and father are away,
Anne, because now we shall have you all here
once again!’

Soon they were sitting round the table ea-
ting a big tea.. Aunt Fanny always got ready
a fine meal for their first one, for she knew
they were very hungry after their long jour-
ney in the train.

Even George was satisfied at last, and
leaned back in her chair, wishing she could
manage just one more of her mother’s deli-
cious new-made buns.

Timmy sat close to her. He was not supposed to
be fed at meal-times but it was really surprising
how many titbits found their way to him under the
table!

The wind howled round the house. The win-
dows rattled, the doors shook, and the mats
lifted themselves up and down as the draught
got under them.

‘They look as if they’ve got snakes wriggling
underneath them,’” said Anne. Timmy watched
them and growled. He was a clever dog, but he did
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not know why the mats wriggled in such a strange
way.

‘I hope the wind will die down tonight,” said
Aunt Fanny. ‘It kept me awake last night. Julian
dear, you look rather thin. Have you been working
hard? I must fatten you up.’

The children laughed. ‘Just what we thought
you’d say, Mother!’ said George. ‘Goodness, what’s
that?’

They all sat still, startled. There was a loud
bumping noise on the roof, and Timmy put up his
ears and growled fiercely.

‘A tile off the roof,” said Uncle Quentin. ‘How
tiresome! We shall have to get the loose tiles seen
to, Fanny, when the storm is over, or the rain will
come in.’

The children rather hoped that their uncle
would retire to his study after tea, as he usually
did, but this time he didn’t. They wanted to play a
game, but it wasn’t much good with Uncle Quentin
there. He really wasn’t any good at all, not even at
such a simple game as snap.

‘Do you know a boy called Pierre Lenoir?’ sud-
denly asked Uncle Quentin, taking a letter from his
pocket. ‘I believe he goes to your school and Dick’s,
Julian.’

‘Pierre Lenoir —oh you mean old Sooty,’” said
Julian. ‘Yes —he’s in Dick’s form. Mad as a hat-
ter.’

*Sootyl Now why do you call him that?’ said
Uncle Quentin. ‘It seems a silly name for a boy.’

‘If you saw him you wouldn’t think so,’ said
Dick, with a laugh. ‘He’s awfully dark! Hair as
black as soot, eyes like bits of coal, eyebrows that
look as if they’ve been put in with charcoal. And
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his name means «The black ones, doesn’t it? Le-
noir —that’s French for black.’

‘Yes. Quite true. But what a name to give
anyone- Sooty!” said Uncle Quentin. ‘Well, I've
been having quite a lot of correspondence with this
boy’s father. He and I are interested in the same
scientific matters. In fact, I've asked him whether
he wouldn’t like to come and stay with me a few
days —and bring his boy, Pierre.’

‘Oh really!’ said Dick, looking quite pleased.
‘Well it wouldn’t be bad sport to have old Sooty
here, Uncle. But he’s quite mad. He never does as
he’s told, he climbs like a monkey, and he can be
awfully cheeky. I don’t know if you’d like him
much.’

Uncle Quentin looked sorry he had asked Sooty
after he had heard what Dick had to say. He didn’t
like cheeky boys. Nor did he like mad ones.

‘Hm,’ he said, putting the letter away. ‘I wish
I'd asked you about the boy first, before suggesting
to his father that he might bring him with him.
But perhaps I can prevent him coming.’

‘No, don’t, Father,” said George, who rather
liked the sound of Sooty Lenoir. ‘Let’s have him.
He could come out with us and liven things up!’

‘We’ll see,” said her father, who had already
made up his mind on no account to have the boy at
Kirrin Cottage, if he was mad, climbed everywhere,
and was cheeky. George was enough of a handful
without a devil of a boy egging her onl

Much to the children’s relief Uncle Quentin re-
tired to read by himself about eight o’clock. Aunt
Fanny looked at the clock.

‘Time for Anne to go to bed,’ she said. ‘And you
too, George.’

215



‘Just one good game of Slap-Down Patience, all
of us playing it together, Mother!’ said George.
‘Come on —you play it too. It’s our first evening at
home. Anyway, I shan’t sleep for ages, with this
gale howling round! Come on, Mother —one good
game, then we’ll go to bed. Julian’s been yawning
like anything already!l’



CHAPTER TWO
A shock in the night

It was nice to climb up the steep stairs to their
familiar bedrooms that night. All the children were
yawning widely. Their long train journey had tired
them.

‘If only this awful wind would stop!’ said Anne,
pulling the curtain aside and looking out into the
night. ‘There’s a little moon, George. It keeps bob-
bing out between the scurrying clouds.’

‘Let it bobl’ said George, scrambling into bed.
‘I’'m jolly cold. Hurry, Anne, or you’ll catch a chill
at that window.’

‘Don’t the waves make a noise?’ said Anne, still
at the window. ‘And the gale in the old ash-tree is
making a whistling, howling sound, and bending it
right over.’

‘Timmy, hurry up and get on my bed,” com-.
manded George, screwing up her cold toes. ‘That’s
one good thing about being at home, Anne. I can
have Timmy on my bed! He’s far better than a hot
water bottle.’

‘You’re not supposed to have him on your
bed at home, any more than you’re supposed
to at school,” said Anne, curling up in bed.
‘Aunt Fanny thinks he sleeps in his basket
over there.’

‘Well, I can’t stop him coming on my bed
at night, can I, if he doesn’t want to sleep in
his basket?’ said George. ‘That’s right, Timmy
darling. Make my feet warm. Where's your
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nose? Let me pat it. Good-night, Tim. Good-
night, Anne.’

‘Good-night,” said Anne, sleepily. ‘I hope that
Sooty boy comes, don’t you? He does sound fun.’

‘Yes. And anyway Father would stay in with Mr
Lenoir, the boy’s father, and not come out with
us,’ said George. ‘Father doesn’t mean to, but he
does spoil things somehow.’

‘He’s not very good at laughing,” said Anne.
‘He’s too serious.’

A loud bang made both girls jump. ‘That’s the
bathroom door!’ said George, with a groan. ‘One of
the boys must have left it open. That’s the sort of
noise that drives Father mad! There it goes again!’

‘Well, let Julian or Dick shut it,” said Anne,
who was now beginning to feel nice and warm. But
Julian and Dick were thinking that George or
Anne might shut it, so nobody got out of bed to see
to the banging door.

Very soon Uncle Quentin’s voice roared up the
stairs, louder than the gale.

‘Shut that door, one of you! How can I work
with that noise going on?’

All four children jumped out of bed like a shot.
Timmy leapt off George’s bed. Everyone fell over
him as they rushed to the bathroom door. There
was a lot of giggling and scuffling. Then Uncle
Quentin’s footsteps were heard on the stairs and
the five fled silently to their rooms.

The gale still roared. Uncle Quentin and Aunt
Fanny came up to bed. The bedroom door flew out
of Uncle Quentin’s hand and slammed itself shut
so violently that a vase leapt off a nearby shelf.

Uncle Quentin leapt too, startled. ‘This
wretched galel’ he said, fiercely. ‘Never known one
like it all the time we’ve been here. If it gets much
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worse the fishermen’s boats will be smashed up,
even though they’ve pulled them as high up the
beach as possible.’

‘It will blow itself out soon, dear,” said Aunt
Fanny, soothingly. ‘Probably by the time morning
comes it will be quite calm.’

But she was wrong. The gale did not blow itself
out that night. Instead it raged round the house
even more fiercely, shrieking and howling like a
live thing. Nobody could sleep. Timmy kept up a
continuous low growling, for he did not like the
shakes and rattles and howls.

Towards dawn the wind seemed in a fury. Anne
thought it sounded as if it was in a horrible tem-
per, out to do all the harm it could. She lay and
trembled, half-frightened.

Suddenly there was a strange noise. It was a
loud and woeful groaning and creaking, like some-
one in great pain. The two girls sat up, terrified.
What could it be?

The boys heard it too. Julian leapt out of bed
and ran to the window. Outside stood the old ash
tree, tall and black in the fitful moonlight. It was
gradually bending over!

‘It’s the ash! It’s falling!’ yelled Julian, almost
startling Dick out of his wits. ‘It’s falling, I tell
you. It’ll crash on the housel Quick, warn the
girls!’

Shouting at the top of his voice, Julian raced
out of his door on to the landing. ‘Uncle! Aunt!
George and Anne! Come downstairs quickly. The
ash tree is falling!’ '

George jumped out of bed, snatched at her
dressing-gown, and raced to the door, yelling to
Anne. The little girl was soon with her. Timmy ran
in front. At the door of Aunt Fanny’s bedroom.
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Uncle Quentin appeared, tall and amazed, wrap-
ping his dressing-gown round him.

‘What’s all this noise? Julian, what’s -?’

‘Aunt Fanny! Come downstairs —the ash tree is
fallingl Listen to its terrible groans and
creaks!’yelled Julian, almost beside himself with
impatience. ‘It’'ll smash in the room and the bed-
rooms! Listen, here it comes!’

Everyone fled downstairs, as with an appalling
wail, the great ash tree hauled up its roots and fell
heavily on to Kirrin Cottage. There was a terrible
crash, and the sound of tiles slipping to the ground
everywhere.

‘Oh dear!’ said poor Aunt Fanny, covering her
eyes. ‘I knew something would happen! Quentin,
we ought to have had that ash tree topped. I knew
it would fall in a great gale like this. What has it
done to the roof?’

After the great crash there had come other
smaller noises, sounds of things falling, thuds and
little smashing noises. The children could not im-
agine what was happening. Timmy was thoroughly
angry, and barked loudly. Uncle Quentin slapped
his hand angrily on the table, and made everyone
jump.

‘Stop that dog barkingl I'll turn him out!’” But
nothing would stop Timmy barking or growling
that night, and George at last pushed him into the
warm kitchen, and shut the door on him.

‘I feel like barking or growling myself,’ said
Anne, who knew exactly what Timmy felt like.
‘Julian, has the tree broken in the roof?’

Uncle Quentin took a powerful torch and went
carefully up the stairs to the landing to see what
damage had been done. He came down looking
rather pale.
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‘The tree has crashed through the attic,
smashed the roof in, and wrecked the girls’ bed-
room,’ he said. ‘A big branch has penetrated the
boys’room too, but not badly. But the girls’ room is
ruined! They would have been killed if they had
been in their beds.’

Everyone was silent. It was an awful thought
that George and Anne had had such a narrow es-
cape.

‘Good thing I yelled my head off to warn
them, then,’” said Julian, cheerfully, seeing
how white Anne had gone. ‘Cheer up, Anne —
think what a tale you’ll have to tell at school
next term.’

’I think some hot cocoa would do us all good,’
said Aunt Fanny, pulling herself together, though
she felt very shaken. ’'I'll go and make some.
Quentin, see if the fire is still alight in your study.
We want a little warmth!’

The fire was still alight. Everyone crowded
round it. They welcomed Aunt Fanny when she
came in with some steaming milk-cocoa.

Anne looked curiously round the room as
she sat sipping her drink. This was where her
uncle did his work, his very clever work. He
wrote his difficult books here, books which
Anne could not understand at all. He drew his
weird diagrams here, and made many strange
experiments.

But just at the moment Uncle Quentin did not
look very clever. He looked rather ashamed, some-
how. Anne soon knew why.

‘Quentm, it is a mercy none of us was hurt or
killed,” said Aunt Fanny, looking at him rather
sternly. ‘I told you a dozen times you should get
that ash tree topped. I knew it was too big and
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heavy to withstand a great gale. I was always
afraid it would blow down on the house.’

‘Yes, I know, my dear,” said Uncle Quentin,
stirring his cup of cocoa very vigorously. ‘But I
was so busy these last months.’

‘You always make that an excuse for not doing
urgent things,’ said Aunt Fanny, with a sigh. ‘I
shall have to manage things myself in the future. I
can’t risk our lives like this!’

‘Well, a thing like this would only happen once
in a blue moon!’ cried Uncle Quentin, getting
angry. Then he calmed down, seeing that Aunt
Fanny was really shocked and upset, very near to
tears. He put down his cocoa and slipped his arm
round her.

‘You’ve had a terrible shock,” he said. ‘Don’t
you worry about things. Maybe they won’t be so
bad when morning comes.’

‘Oh, Quentin —they’ll be much worse!l’ said
his wife. ’Where shall we sleep tonight, all of
us, and what shall we do till the roof and up-
stairs rooms are repaired? The children have
only just come home. The house will be full
of workmen for weeks! I don’t know how I'm
going to manage.’

‘Leave it all to me!’ said Uncle Quentin. ‘I’ll
settle everything. Don’t worry. I'm sorry about
this, very sorry, particularly as it’s my fault. But
I’IlI straighten things out for everyone, you just
w 1]

Aunt Fanny didn’t really believe him, but she
was grateful for his comforting. The children list-
ened in silence, drinking their hot cocoa. Uncle
Quentin was so very clever, and knew so many
things —but it was so like him to neglect some-
thing urgent like cutting off the top of the old ash
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tree. Sometimes he didn’t seem to live in this world
at alll

It was no use going up to bed! The rooms
upstairs were either completely ruined, or so
messed up with bits and pieces, and clouds of
dust, that it was impossible to sleep there.
Aunt Fanny began to pile rugs on sofas. There
was one in the study, a big one in the sitting-
room and a smaller one in the dining-room.
She found a camp bed in a cupboard and, with
Julian’s help, put that up too.

‘We’ll just have to do the best we can,’ she said.
‘There isn’t much left of the night, but we’ll get a
little sleep if we can! The gale is not nearly so wild
now.

‘No —it’s done all the damage it can, so it’s sat-
isfied,” said Uncle Quentin, grimly. ‘Well, we’ll
talk things over in the morning.’

The children found it very difficult to go to
sleep after such an excitement, tired though they
were. Anne felt worried. How could they all stay at
Kirrin Cottage now? It wouldn’t be fair on Aunt
Fanny. But they couldn’t go home because her
father and mother were both away and the house
was shut up for a month.

‘I hope we shan’t be sent back to school,’
thought Anne, trying to get comfortable on the
sofa. ‘It would be too awful, after having left
there, and starting off so cheerfully for the holi-
days.’

George was afraid of that, too. She felt sure
that they would all be packed back to their schools
the next morning. That would mean that she and
Anne wouldn’t see Julian and Dick any more these
holidays, for the boys, of course, went to a differ-
ent school.
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Timmy was the only one who didn’t worry about
things. He lay on George’s feet, snoring a little,
quite happy. So long as he was with George he
didn’t really mind where he went!



CHAPTER THREE
Uncle Quentin has an idea

Next morning the wind was still high, but the
fury of the gale was gone. The fishermen on the
beach wee relieved to find that their boats had suf-
fered very little damage. But word soon went round
about the accident to Kirrin Cottage, and a few
sightseers came up to marvel at the sight of the
great, uprooted tree, lying heavily on the little
house.

The children rather enjoyed the importance
of relating how nearly they had escaped with
their lives. In the light of day it was surpris-
ing what damage the big tree had done. It had
cracked the roof of the house like an eggshell,
and the rooms upstairs were in a terrible
mess.

The woman who came up from the village to
help Aunt Fanny during the day exclaimed at the
sight: ‘Why, it’ll take weeks to set that right!’ she
said. ‘Have you got on to the builders? I'd get them
up here right away and let them see what’s to be
done.’

‘I'm seeing to things, Mrs Daly,” said Uncle
Quentin. ‘My wife has had a great shock. She is
not fit to see to things herself. The first thing to do
is to decide what is to happen to the children. They
can’t remain here while there are no usable bed-
rooms.’

‘They had better go back to school, poor things,’
said Aunt Fanny.

8 3ak. 25
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‘No. I've a better idea than that,” said Uncle
Quentin, fishing a letter out of his pocket. ‘Much
better. I’ve had a letter from that fellow Lenoir
this morning —you know, the one who’s interested
in the same kind of experiments as I am. He says
—er, wait a minute, I'll read you the bit. Yes here
it is.’

Uncle Quentin read it out: ‘It is most kind
of you to suggest my coming to stay with you
and bringing my boy Pierre. Allow me to ex-
tend hospitality to you and your children also.
I do not know how many you have, but all
are welcome here in this big house. My Pierre
will be glad of company, and so will his sister,
Marybelled.’

Uncle Quentin looked up triumphantly at his
wife. ‘There you are! I call that a most generous in-
vitation! It couldn’t have come at a better time.
We’ll pack the whole of the children off to this fel-
low’s house.’

‘But Quentin —you can’t possibly do that!
Why, we don’t know anything about him or his
family!l’ said Aunt Fanny.

‘His boy goes to the same school as Julian and
Dick, and I know Lenoir is a remarkable, clever
fellow,’ said Uncle Quentin, as if that all that re-
ally mattered. ‘I’ll telephone him now. What’s his
number?’

Aunt Fanny felt helpless in the face of her hus-
band’s sudden determination to settle everything
himself. He was ashamed because it was his forget-
fulness that had brought on the accident to the
house. Now he was going to show that he could see
to things if he liked. She heard him telephoning,
and frowned. How could they possibly send off the
children to a strange place like that?
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Uncle Quentin put down the receiver, and went
to find his wife, looking jubilant and very pleased
with himself.

‘It’s all settled,” he said. ‘Lenoir is delighted,
most delighted. Says he loves children about the
place, and so does his wife, and his two will be
thrilled to have them. If we can hire a car today,
they can go at once.’ '

‘But Quentin —we can’t let them go off like
that to strange people! They’ll hate it! I shouldn’t
be surprised if George refuses to go,’ said his wife.

‘Oh —that reminds me. She’s not to take Ti-
mothy,” said Uncle Quentin. ‘Apparently Lenoir
doesn’t like dogs.’

‘Well, then, you know George won't gol’ said
his wife. ‘That’s foolish, Quentin. George won’t go
anywhere without Timmy.’

‘She’ll have to, this time,’ said Uncle Quentin,
quite determined that George should not upset all
his marvellous plans. ‘Here are the children. I'll
ask them what they feel about going, and see what
they sayl’

He called them into his study. They came in,
feeling sure that they were to hear bad news —
probably they were all to return to schooll

‘You remember that boy I spoke to you about
last night?’ began Uncle Quentin. ‘Pierre Lenoir.
You had some absurd name for him.’

‘Sooty,’ said Dick and Julian together.

‘Ah yes, sooty. Well, his father has kindly in-
vited you all to go and stay with him at Smuggler’s
Top,’ said Uncle Quentin.

The children were astonished.

‘Smuggler’s Top!’ said Dick, his fancy caught by
the peculiar name. ‘What’s Smuggler’s Top?’
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‘The name of his house,’” said Uncle Quentin.
‘It’s very old, built on the top of a strange hill sur-
rounded by marshes over which the sea once
flowed. The hill was once an island, but now it’s
just a tall hill rising up from the marsh.
Smuggling went on there in the old days. It's a
very peculiar place, so I’ve heard.’

All this made the children feel excited. Also
Julian and Dick had always liked Sooty Lenoir. He
was quite mad, but awfully good fun. They might
have a first-rate time with him.

‘Well —would you like to go? Or would you
rather go back to school for the holidays?’ asked
Uncle Quentin impatiently.

‘Oh no —not back to schooll’ said everyone at
once.

‘I'd love to go to Smuggler’s Top,’ said Dick. ‘It
sounds a thrilling place. And I always liked old
Sooty, especially since he sawed half-way through
one of the legs of our form-master’s chair. It gave
way at once when Mr Toms sat down!’

‘Hm. I don’t see that a trick like that is any
reason for liking someone,’ said Uncle Quentin, be-
ginning to feel a little doubtful about Master Le-
noir. ‘Perhaps, on the whole, school would be best
for you.’

‘Oh no, no!’ cried everyone. °‘Let’s go to
Smuggler’s Top! Do, do let’s!’

‘Very well,’ said Uncle Quentin, pleased at their
eagerness to follow his plan. ‘As a matter of fact, I
have already settled it. I telephoned a few minutes
ago. Mr Lenoir was very kind about it all.’

‘Can I take Timmy?’ asked George, suddenly.

‘No,’ said her father. ‘I'm afraid not. Mr Le-
noir doesn’t like dogs.’
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‘Then I shan’t like him,’ said George, sulkily. ‘I
won’t go without Timmy.’

‘You’ll have to go back to school, then,’ said her
father, sharply. ‘And take off that sulky express-
ion, George. You know how I dislike it.’

But George wouldn’t. She turned away. The
others looked at her in dismay. Surely old
George wasn’t going to get into one of her
moods, and spoil everything! It would be fun
to go to Smuggler’s Top. But, of course, it cer-
tainly wouldn’t be so much fun without
Timmy. Still —they couldn’t all go back to
school just because George wouldn’t go any-
where without her dog.

They all went into the sitting-room. Anne put
her arm through George’s. George shook it off.

‘Georgel You simply must come with us,’
said Anne. ‘I can’t bear to go without you —it
would be awful to see you going back to school
all alone.’

‘I shouldn’t be all alone,’ said George. ‘I should
have Timmy.’

The others pressed her to change her mind, but
she shook them off. ‘Leave me alone,’ she said. ‘I
want to think. How are we supposed to get to
?ar?‘uggler's Top, and where is it? Which road do we

e?

‘We're going by car, and it’s right up the coast
somewhere, so I expect we’'ll take the coast-road,’
said Julian. ‘Why, George?’

‘Don’t ask questions,’ said George. She went out
with Timmy. The others didn’t follow her. George
was not very nice when she was cross.

Aunt Fanny began to pack for them,
though it was impossible to get some of the
things from the girls’ room. After a time
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George came back, but Timmy was not with
her. She looked more cheerful.

‘Where’s Tim?’ asked Anne, at once.

‘Out somewhere,’ said George.

‘Are you coming with us, George?’ asked
Julian, looking at her.

‘Yes. I've made up my mind to,” said George,
but for some reason she wouldn’t look Julian in
the eyes. He wondered why.

Aunt Fanny gave them all an early lunch, and
then a big car came for them. They packed them-
selves inside. Uncle Quentin gave them all sorts of
messages for Mr Lenoir, and Aunt Fanny kissed
them good-bye. ‘I do hope you have a nice time at
Smuggler’s Top,” she said. ‘Mind you write at once
and tell me all about it.’

‘Aren’t we going to say good-bye to
Timmy?’ said Anne, her eyes opening wide in
amazement at George, forgetting. ‘George,
surely you’re not going without saying good-
bye to old Timmy!’

‘Can’t stop now,’ said Uncle Quentin, afraid
that George might suddenly become awkward
again. ‘Right, driver! You can go off now. Don’t
drive too fast, please.’

Waving and shouting the children drove away
from Kirrin Cottage, sad when they looked back
and saw the smashed roof under the fallen tree.
Never mind —they had not been sent back to
school. That was the main thing. Their spirits rose
as they thought of Sooty and his oddly-named
home, Smuggler’s Top.

‘Smuggler’s Top! It sounds too exciting for
words!’ said Anne. ‘I can picture it, an old house
right on the top of a hill. Fancy it having been an
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island once. I wonder why the sea went back and
left marshes instead.’

George said nothing for a while, and the
car sped on. The others glanced at her once or
twice, but came to the conclusion that she was
grieving about Timmy. Still she didn’t look
very sadl

The car went over a hill and sped down to the
bottom. When they got there George leaned for-
ward and touched the driver’s arm.

‘Would you stop a moment, please? We have to
pick somebody up here.’

Julian, Dick and Anne stared at George in sur-
prise. The driver, also rather surprised, drew the
car to a standstill. George opened the car door and
gave a loud whistle.

Something shot out of the hedge and hurled it-
self joyfully into the car. It was Timmyl! He licked
everyone, trod on everyone’s toes, and gave the
little short barks that showed he was excited and
happy.

‘Well,” said the driver, doubtfully, ‘I don’t
know if you’re supposed to take that dog in. Your
father didn’t say anything about him.’

‘It’s all right,” said George, her face red with
joy. ‘Quite all right. You needn’t worry. Start the
car again, please.’

‘You dre a monkey!’ said Julian, half-annoyed
with George, and half-pleased because Timmy was
with them after all. ‘Mr Lenoir may send him
back, you know.’

‘Well, he’ll have to send me back too,” said
George, defiantly. ‘Anyhow, the main thing is,
we’ve got Timmy after all, and I am coming with
you.’
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‘Yes —that’s fine,” said Anne, and gave first
George and then Timmy a hug. ‘I didn’t like going
without Tim either.’

‘On to Smuggler’s Top!’ said Dick, as the car
started off again. ‘On to Smuggler’s Top. I wonder
if we shall have any adventures therel’



CHAPTER FOUR
Smuggler's Top

The car sped on, mostly along the coast, though
it sometimes went inland for a few miles. But
sooner or later it was in sight of the sea again. The
children enjoyed the long drive. they were to stop
somewhere for lunch, and the driver told them he
knew of a good inn.

At half past twelve he drew up outside an
old inn, and they all trooped in. Julian took
charge, and ordered lunch. It was a very good
one, and all the children enjoyed it. So did
Timmy. The innkeeper liked dogs, and put
down such a piled-up plate for Timmy that the
dog hardly liked to begin on his meal in case
it was not for himl!

He looked up at George and she nodded to him.
‘It’s your dinner, Timmy. Eat it up.’

So he ate it, hoping that if they were going to
stay anywhere they might be staying at the inn.
Meals like this did not arrive every day for a hun-
gry dog!

But after lunch the children got up. They went
to find the driver, who was having his lunch in the
kitchen with the innkeeper and his wife. They were
old friends of his.

‘Well, I hear you’re going to Castaway,’ said
the innkeeper, getting up. ‘You be careful there!’

‘Castaway!’ said Julian. ‘Is that what the hill is
called, where Smuggler’s Top is?’

‘That’s its name,’ said the innkeeper.
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‘Why is it called that?’ said Anne. ‘What a
funny namel Were people cast away on it once,
when it was and island?’

‘Oh no. The old story goes that the hill was once
joined to the mainland, ¢ said the innkeeper. ‘But
it was the haunt of bad people, and one of the
saints became angry with the place, and cast it
away into the sea, where it became an island.’

‘And so it was called Castaway,’ said Dick. ‘But
perhaps it has got good again, because the sea has
_gone away from it, and you can walk from the
mainland to the hill, can’t you?’

‘Yes. There’s one good road you can take,’ said
the innkeeper. ‘But you be careful of wandering
away from it, if you go walking on it! The marsh
will suck you down in no time if you set foot on it!’

‘It does sound a most exciting place,” said
George. ‘Smuggler’s Top on Castaway Hilll Only
one road to itl’

‘Time to get on,’ said the driver, looking at the
clock. ‘You’ve got to be there before tea, your uncle
said.’

They got into the car again, Timmy clambering
over legs and feet to a comfortable place on
George’s lap. He was far too big and heavy to lie
there but just occasionally he seemed to want to,
and George never had the heart to refuse him.

They drove off once more. Anne fell asleep, and
the others felt drowsy too. The car purred on and
on. It began to rain, and the countryside looked
rather dreary.

The driver turned round after a while and spoke
to Julian. ‘We’re coming near to Castaway Hill.
We’ll soon be leaving the mainland, and taking the
road across the marsh.’
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Julian woke Anne. They all sat up expectantly.
But it was very disappointing after alll The mar-
shes were full of mist! The children could not pierce
through it with their eyes, and could only see the
flat road they were on, raised a little higher than
the surrounding flat marsh. When the mist shifted
a little now and again the children saw a dreary
space of flat marsh on either side.

‘Stop a minute,” said Julian. ‘I’'d like to see
what the marsh is like.’

‘Well, don’t step off the road,” warned the
driver, stopping the car. ‘And don’t you let that
dog out. Once he runs off the road and gets into
the marsh he’ll be gone for good.’

‘What do you mean — gone for good’ said
Anne, her eyes wide.

‘He means the marsh will suck down Timmy at
once,’ said Julian. ‘Shut him in the car, George.’

So Timmy, much to his disgust, was shut safely
in the car. He pawed at the door, and tried to look
out of the window. The driver turned and spoke to
him. ‘It’s all right. They’ll be back soon old fellow!’

But Timmy whined all the time the others were
out of the car. He saw them go to edge of the road.
He saw Julian jump down the couple of feet that
raised the road above the marsh.

There was a line of raised stones running in the
marsh alongside the road. Julian stood on one of
these peering at the flat marsh.

‘It’s mud,’ he said. ‘Loose, squelchy mud! Look,
when I touch it with my foot it moves! It would
soon suck me down if I trod heavily on it.’

Anne didn’t like it. She called to Julian. ‘Come
up on the road again. I’m afraid you'll fall in.’

Mists were wreathing and swirling over the
salty marshes. It was a weird place, cold and damp.
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None of the children liked it. Timmy began to bark
in the car.

‘Tim will scratch the car to bits if we don’t get
back,’ said George. So they all went back, rather si-
lent. Julian wondered how many travellers had
been lost in that strange sea-marsh.

‘Oh, there’re many that’ve never been heard of
again,” said the driver, when they asked him.
‘They say there’'re one or two winding paths that
go to the hill from the mainland, that were used
before the road was built. But unless you know
every inch of them you’re off them in a second,
and find your feet sinking in the mud.’

‘It’s horrid to think about,’” said Anne. ‘Don’t
let’s talk about it any more. Can we see Castaway
Hill yet?’

‘Yes. There it is, looming up in the mist,’ said
the driver. ‘The top of it is out of the mist, see?
Strange place, isn’t it?’

The children looked in silence. Qut of the slowly
moving mists rose a tall, steep hill, whose rocky
sides were as steep as cliffs. The hill seemed to
swim in the mists, and to have no roots in the
earth. It was covered with buildings which even at
that distance looked old and quaint. Some of them
had towers.

‘That must be Smuggler’s Top, right at the
summit,” said Julian, pointing. ‘It’s like and old
building of centuries ago —probably is! Look at the
tower it has. What a wonderful view you’d get
from it.’

The children gazed at the place where they were
to stay. It looked exciting and picturesque, cer-
tainly —but it also looked rather forbidding.

‘It’s sort of —sort of secret, somehow,’ said
Anne, putting into words what the others were
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thinking. ‘I mean —it looks as if it had kept all
kinds of strange secrets down the centuries. I
guess it could tell plenty of tales!’

The car drove on again, quite slowly, because
the mists came down thickly. The road had a line
of sparkling round buttons set all along the
middle, and when the driver switched on his fog-
lamp, they shone brightly and guided him well.
Then as they neared Castaway Hill the road began
to slope upwards.

‘We go through a big archway soon,’ said the
driver. ‘That used to be where the city gate once
was, The whole town is surrounded by wall still,
just as it used to be in olden times. It’s wide
enough to walk on, and if you start at a certain
place, and walk long enough, you’ll come round to
the place you started at!’

All the children made up their minds to do this
without fail. What a view they would have all
round the hill, if they chose a fine day!

The road became steeper, and the driver put the
engine into a lower gear. It groaned up the hill.
Then it came to an archway, from which old gates
were fastened back. It passed through, and the
children were in Castaway.

‘It’s almost as if we’ve gone back through
the centuries, and come to somewhere that
existed ages ago!’ said Julian, peering at the
old houses and shops, with their cobbled
streets, their diamond-paned windows, and
stout old doors.

They went up the winding high street, and came
at last to a big gateway, set with wrought-iron
gates. The driver hooted and they opened. They
swept into a steep drive, and at last stopped before
Smuggler’s Top.
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They got out, feeling suddenly shy. The big old
house seemed to frown down at them. It was built
of brick and timber, and its front door was as
massive as that of a castle.

Weird gables jutted here and there over the dia-
mond-paned windows. The house’s one tower stood
sturdily at the east side of the house, with windows
all round. It was not a square tower, but a rounded
one, and ended in a point.

‘Smuggler’s Top!’ said Julian ‘It’s a good name
for it somehow. I suppose lots of smuggling went
on here in the old days.’

Dick rang the bell. To do this he had to pull
down an iron handle, and a jangling at once made
itself heard in the house.

There was the sound of running feet, and the
door was opened. It opened slowly, for it was
heavy.

Beyond it stood two children, one a girl of about
Anne’s age, and the other a boy of Dick’s age.

‘Here you are at last!’ cried the boy, his dark
eyes dancing. ‘I thought you were never coming!’

‘This is Sooty,’ said Dick to the girls, who had
not met him before. They stared at him.

He was certainly very , very dark. Black hair,
black eyes, black eyebrows, and a brown face. In
contrast to him the girl beside him looked pale and
delicate. She had golden hair, blue eyes and her
eyebrows were so faint they could hardly be seen.

‘This is Marybelle, my sister,’ said Sooty. ‘I al-
ways think we look like Beauty and the Beast!’

Sooty was nice. Everyone liked him at once.
George found herself twinkling at him in a way
quite strange to her, for usually she was shy of
strangers, and would not make friends for some
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time. But who could help liking Sooty with his
dancing black eyes and his really wicked grin?

‘Come in,’ said Sooty. ‘Driver, you can take the
car round to the next door, and Block will take in
the luggage for you and give you tea.’

Suddenly Sooty’s face lost its smile and grew
very solemn. He had seen Timmy!

‘I say! I say —that’s not your dog, is it?’ he
said.

‘He's mine,’ said George, and she laid a protect-
ing hand on Timmy’s head. ‘I had to bring him. I
can’t go anywhere without him.’

‘Yes, but —no dog’s allowed at Smuggler’s
Top,” said Sooty, still looking very worried, and
glancing behind him as if he was afraid someone
might come along and see Timmy. ‘My stepfather
won’t allow any dogs here. Once I brought in a
stray one and he licked me till I couldn’t sit down
—my stepfather licked me, I mean, not the dog.’

Anne gave a frightened little smile at the poor
joke. George looked stubborn and sulky.

‘I thought —I thought maybe we could hide
him somewhere while we were here,’ she said. ‘But
if that’s how you feel, I'll go back home with the
car. Good-bye.’

She turned and went after the car, which was
backing away. Timmy went with her. Sooty stared,
and then he yelled after her. ‘Come back, stupid!
We’ll think of something!’



CHAPTER FIVE
Sooty Lenoir

Sooty ran down the steps that led to the front
door, and tore after George. The others followed.
Marybelle went too, shutting the big front door be-
hind her carefully.

There was a small door in the wall just where
George was. Sooty caught hold of her and pushed
her roughly through the door, holding it open for
the others.

‘Don’t shove me like that,” began George,
angrily. ‘Timmy will bite you if you push me
about.’

‘No, he won’t,’ said Sooty, with a cheerful grin.
‘Dogs like me. Even if I boxed your ears your dog
would only wag his tail at me.’

The children found themselves in a dark
passage. There was a door at the farther end.
‘Wait here a minute and I’'ll see if the coast
is clear,’ said Sooty. ‘I know my stepfather is
in, and I tell you, if he sees that dog he’ll
pack you all into the car again, and send you
back! And I don’t want him to do that because
I can’t tell you how I've looked forward to
having you alll’

He grinned at them, and their hearts warmed
towards him again, even George’s, though she still
felt angry at being so roughly pushed. She kept
Timmy close beside her.

All the same everyone felt a bit scared of Mr Le-
noir. He sounded rather a fierce sort f person!
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Sooty tiptoed to the door at the end of the pas-
sage and opened it. He peeped into the room there,
and then came back to the others.

‘All clear,” he said. ‘We’ll take the secret pas-
sage to my bedroom. No one will see us then, and
once we’re there we can make plans to hide the dog.
Ready?’

A secret passage sounded thrilling. Feeling
rather as if they were in and adventure story, the
children went quietly to the door and into the room
beyond. It was a dark, oak-panelled room, evident-
ly a study of some sort, for there was a big desk
there, and the walls were lined with books. There
was no one there.

Sooty went to one of the oak panels in the wall,
felt along it deftly, and pressed in a certain place.
The panel slid softly aside. Sooty put in his hand
and pulled at something. A much larger panel
below slid into the wall, and left an opening big
enough for the children to pass through.

‘Come on,’ said Sooty in a low voice. ‘Don’t
make a noise.’

Feeling excited, the children all passed through
the opening. Sooty came last, and did something
that shut the opening and slid the first panel back
into its place again.

He switched on a small torch, for it was pitch
dark where the children were standing.

They were in a narrow stone passage, sO narrow
that two people could not possibly have passed one
another unless both were as thin as rakes. Sooty
passed his torch along to Julian, who was in front.

‘Keep straight on till you come to stone steps,’
he said. ’Go up them, turn to the right at the top,
and keep straight on till you come to a blank wall,
then I'll tell you what to do.’
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Julian led the way, holding up the torch for the
others. The narrow passage ran straight, and came
to some stone steps. It was not only very narrow
but rather low, so that Anne and Marybelle were
the only ones who did not have to bend their heads.

Anne didn’t like it very much. She never liked
being in a very narrow enclosed space. It reminded
her of dreams she sometimes had of being some-
where she couldn’t get away from. She was glad
when Julian spoke. ‘The steps are here. Up we go,
everyone.’

‘Don’t make a noise,’ said Sooty, in a low voice.
‘We’re passing the dining-room now. There’s a way
into this passage from there too.’

Everyone fell silent, and tried to walk on tiptoe,
though this was unexpectedly difficulty when
heads had to be bent and shoulders stooped.

They climbed up fourteen steps, which were
quite steep, and curved round half-way. Julian
turned to the right at the top. The passage ran up-
wards then, and was as narrow as before. Julian
felt certain that a very fat person could not poss-
ibly get along it.

He went on until, with a start, he almost
bumped into a blank stone walll He flashed his
torch up and down it. A low voice came from the
back of the line of children.

‘You’ve got to the blank wall, Julian. Shine
your torch up to where the roof of the passage
meets the wall. You will see an iron handle there.
Press down on it hard.’

Julian flashed his torch up and saw the handle.
He put his torch into his left hand, and grasped
the thick iron handle with his right. He pressed
down as hard as he could.

242



And, quite silently, the great stone in the
middle of the wall slid forward and sideways, leav-
ing a gaping hole.

Julian was astonished. He let go of the iron
handle and flashed his torch into the hole. There
was nothing but darkness there!

‘It’s all right. It leads into a big cupboard in my
bedroom!’ called Sooty from the back. ‘Get through,
Julian, and we’ll follow. There won’t be anyone in
my room.’

Julian crawled through the hole and found him-
self in a spacious cupboard, hung with Sooty’s
clothes. He groped his way through them and
bumped against a door. He opened it and at once
daylight flooded into the cupboard, lighting up the
way form the passage into the room.

One by one the others clamberd through the
hole, lost themselves in clothes for a moment and
then went thankfully into the room through the
cupboard door.

Timmy, puzzled and silent, followed close beside
George. He had not liked the dark, narrow passage
very much. He was glad to be in daylight again!

Sooty, coming last, carefully closed the opening
into the passage by pressing the stone back. It
worked easily, though Julian could not imagine
how. There must be some sort of pivot, he thought.

Sooty joined the others in his bedroom, grin-
ning. George had her hand on Timmy’s collar. ‘It’s
all right, George,” said Sooty. ‘We're quite safe
here. My room and Marybelle’s are separate from
the rest of the house. We're in a wing on our own,
reached by a long passagel’

He opened the door and showed the others what
he meant. There was a room next to his, which was
Marybelle’s. Beyond stretched a stone-floored,
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stone-walled passage, laid with mats. At the end of
it a big window let in light. There was a door there,
a great oak one, which was shut.

‘See? We're quite safe here, all by ourselves,’
gsaid Sooty. ‘Timmy could bark if he liked, and no
one would know.’

‘But doesn’t anyone ever come?’ said Anne sur-
prised. ‘Who keeps your rooms tidy, and cleans
them?’

‘Oh, Sarah comes and does that every morning,’
said Sooty. ‘But usually no one else comes. And
anyway, I've got a way of knowing when anyone
opens that door!’

He pointed to the door at the end of the passage.
The others stared at him.

‘How do you know?’ said Dick.

‘I’ve rigged up something that makes a buzzing
noise here, in my room, as soon as that door is op-
ened,’ said Sooty, proudly. ‘Look, I'll go along and
open it, while you stay here and listen.’

He sped along the passage and opened the heavy
door at the end. Immediately a low buzzing noise
sounded somewhere in his room, and made
everyone jump. Timmy was startled too, pricked up
his ears, and growled fiercely.

Sooty shut the door and ran back. ‘Did you hear
the noise? It’s a good idea, isn’t it? I’'m always
thinking of things like that.’

The others thought they had come to rather a
strange place! They stared round Sooty’s bedroom,
which was quite ordinary in its furnishings, and in
its general untidiness. There was a big diamond-
paned window, and Anne went to look out of it.

She gave a gasp. She had not expected to look
down such a precipicel Smuggler’s Top was built at
the summit of the hill, and, on the side where
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Sooty’s bedroom was, the hill fell away steeply,
down and down to the marsh below!

‘Oh look!’ she said. ‘Look how steep it is! It re-
ally gives me a very funny feeling to look down
therel’

The others crowded round and looked in silence,
for it certainly was strange to gaze down such a
long way.

The sun was shining up on the hill-summit, but
all around, as far as they could see, mists hid the
marsh and the far-off sea. The only bit of the
marsh that could be seen was far down below, at
the bottom of the steep hill.

‘When the mists are away, you can see over the
flat marshes to where the sea begins,’ said Sooty.
‘That’s quite a fine sight. You can hardly tell
where the marsh ends and sea begins except when
the sea is very blue. Fancy, once upon a time, the
sea came right up and around this hill, and it was
and island.’

‘Yes. The innkeeper told us that,” said George.
‘Why did the sea go back and leave it?’

‘I don’t know,’ said Sooty. ‘People say it’s going
back farther and farther. There’s a big scheme
afoot to drain the marsh, and turn it into fields,
but I don’t know if that will ever happen.’

‘I don’t like that marsh,’ said Anne, with a
shiver. ‘It looks wicked, somehow.’ '

Timmy whined. George remembered that they
must hide him, and make plans for him. She
turned to Sooty.

‘Did you mean what you said about hiding
Tim?’ she asked. "Where shall we put him? And
can he be fed? And how can we exercise him? He’s
a big dog, you know.’

245



‘We’ll plan it all,” said Sooty. ‘Don’t you worry.
I love dogs, and I shall be thrilled to have Timmy
here. But I do warn you that if my stepfather ever
finds out we shall probably all get a jolly good tell-
ing off, and you’ll be sent home in disgrace.’

‘But why doesn’t your father like dogs?’ said
Anne puzzled. ‘Is he afraid of them?’

‘No, I don’t think so. It's just that he won’t
have them here in the house,’ said Sooty. ‘I think
he must have a reason for it, but I don’t know
what it is. He’s an odd sort of man, my stepfather!’

‘How is he odd?’ asked Dick.

‘Well —he seems full of secrets,” said Sooty.
‘Strange people come here, and they come secretly
without anyone knowing. I've seen lights shining
in our tower on certain nights, but I don’t know
who puts them there or why. I've tried to find out,
but I can’t.’

‘Do you think —do you think your father is a
smuggler?’ said Anne, suddenly.

‘I don’t think so,” said Sooty. ‘We’ve got one
smuggler here, and everyone knows him! See that
house over there to the right, lower down the hill?
Well, that’s where he lives. He’s as rich as can be.
His name is Barling. Even the police know his
goings-on, but they can’t stop him! He is very rich
and very powerful, so he does what he likes —and
he won’t let anyone play the same game as he
plays! No one else would dare to do any smuggling
in Castaway, while ke does it!’

‘This seems rather an exciting place,” said
Julian. ‘I have a kind of feeling there might be an
adventure somewhere about!’

‘Oh no,’ said Sooty. ‘Nothing happens, really.
It’s only just a feeling you get here, because the
place is so old, so full of secret ways and pits and
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passages. Why, the whole hill is mined with pas-
sages in the rock, used by the smugglers of olden
times!’

‘Well,” began Julian, and stopped very sud-
denly. Everyone stared at Sooty. His secret buzzer
had suddenly barked from its hidden corner! Some-
one had opened the door at the end of the passagel



CHAPTER SIX
Sooty’s stepfather and Mother

‘Someone’s comingl’ said George, in a panic.
‘What shall we do with Tim? Quick!’

Sooty took Timmy by the collar and shoved him
into the old cupboard, and shut the door on him.
‘Keep quiet!” he commanded, and Timmy stood still
in the darkness, the hairs at the back of his neck
standing up, his ears cocked.

‘Well,” began Sooty, in a bright voice, ‘perhaps
I'd better show you where your bedrooms aré now!’

The door opened and a man came in. He
was dressed in black trousers and white linen
coat. He had a peculiar face. ‘It’s a shut face,’
thought Anne to herself. ’You can’t tell a bit
what he’s like inside, because his face is all
shut and secret.’

‘Oh hallo, Block,” said Sooty, airily. He turned
to the others. ‘This is Block, my stepfather’s man,’
he said. ‘He’s deaf, so you can say what you like,
but it’s better not to, because though he doesn’t
hear he seems to sense what we say.’

‘Anyway, I think it would be beastly to say
things we wouldn’t say in front of him if he wasn’t
deaf,’ said George, who had very strict ideas about
things of that sort.

Block spoke in a curiously monotonous voice.
‘Your stepfather and your mother want to know
why you have not brought your friends to see
t;xem.’ he said. ‘Why did you rush up here like
this?’
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Block looked all round as he spoke —almost as
if he knew there was a dog, and wondered where he
had gone to, George thought, in alarm. She did
hope the car-driver had not mentioned Timmy.

‘Oh — I was so pleased to see them I took them
straight up herel’ said Sooty. ‘All right, Block.
We'll be down in a minute.’

The man went, his face quite impassive. Not a
smile, not a frown! ‘I don’t like him,’ said Anne.
‘Has he been with you long?’

‘No — only about a year,’ said Sooty. ‘He sud-
denly appeared one day. Even Mother didn’t know
he was coming! He just came, and, without a word,
changed into that white linen coat, and went to do
some work in my stepfather’s room. I suppose my
stepfather was expecting him —but he didn’t say
anything to my mother, I'm sure of that. She
seemed so surprised.’

‘Is she your real mother, or a stepmother, too?’
asked Anne.

‘You don’t have a stepmother and a stepfather!’
said Sooty, scornfully. ‘You only have one or the
other. My mother is my real mother, and she’s Ma-
rybelle’s mother, too. But Marybelle and I are only
half-brother and sister, because my stepfather is
her real father.’

‘It’s rather muddled,’ said Anne, trying to sort
it out.

‘Come on — we’d better go down,’ said Sooty,
remembering. ‘By the way, my stepfather is always
being very affable, always smiling and joking —
but it isn’t real, somehow. He’s quite likely to fly
into a furious temper at any moment.’

‘I hope we shan’t see very much of him,’ said
Anne, uncomfortably. ‘What’s your mother like,
Sooty?’/

249



‘Like a frightened mousel’ said Sooty. ‘You’ll
like her, all right. She’s a darling. But she doesn’t
like living here; she doesn’t like this house, and
she’s terrified of my stepfather. She wouldn’t say
so herself, of course, but I know she is.’

Marybelle, who was too shy to have joined in
any talking until then, nodded her head.

‘I don’t like living here, either,” she said. ‘I
shall be glad when I go to boarding-school, like
Sooty. Except that I shall leave Mother all alone
then.’

‘Come on,’ said Sooty, and led the way. ‘We’d
better leave Timmy in the cupboard till we come
back, just in case Block does a bit of snooping. I'll
lock the cupboard door and take the key.’

Feeling rather unhappy at leaving Timmy
locked up in the cupboard, the children followed
Sooty ans Marybelle down the stone passage to the
oak door. They went through, and found them-
selves at the top of a great flight of stairs, wide
and shallow. They went down into a big hall.

At the right was a door, and Sooty opened it. He
went in and spoke to someone.

‘Here they all are,” he said. ‘Sorry I rushed
them off to my bedroom like that, Father, but I
was so excited to see them alll’ °

‘Your manners still need a little polishing,
Pierre,’ said Mr Lenoir, in a deep voice. The child-
ren looked at him. He sat in a big oak chair, a
neat, clever-looking man, with fair hair brushed
upwards, and eyes as blue as Marybelle’s. He
smiled all the time, but with his mouth, not his
eyes.
‘What cold eyes!’ thought Anne, when she went
forward to shake hands with him. His hand was
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cold, too. He smiled at her, and patted her on the
shoulder.

‘What a nice little girll’ he said. ‘You will be a
good companion for Marybelle. Three boys for
Sooty, and one girl for Marybelle. Ha hal’

He evidently thought George was a boy, and she
did look rather like one — she was wearing jeans
and jersey as usual, and her curly hair was very
short.

Nobody said that George wasn’t a boy. Certainly
George was not going tol She, Dick and Julian
shook hands with Mr Lenoir. They had not even
noticed Sooty’s mother!

She was there, though, siting lost in ans arm-
chair, a tiny woman like a doll, with mouse-col-
oured hair and grey eyes. Anne turned to her.

‘Oh, how small you arel’ she said, before she
could stop herself.

Mr Lenoir laughed. He laughed no matter what
anyone said. Mrs Lenoir got up and smiled. She
was only as tall as Anne, and had the smallest
hands and feet that Anne had ever seen on a
grown-up. Anne liked her. She shook hands, and
said, ‘It’s so nice of you to have us all here like
this. You know, I expect, that a tree fell on the
roof of our house and smashed it.’

Mr Lenoir’s laugh came again. He made some
kind of joke, and everyone smiled politely.

‘Well, I hope you’ll have a good time here,’ he
said. ‘Pierre and Marybelle will show you the old
town, and, if you promise to be careful, you can
walk along the road to the mainland to go to the
cinema there.’

‘Thank you,’” said everyone, and Mr Lenoir
laughed his curious laugh again.
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‘Your father is a very clever man,’ he said, sud-
denly turning to Julian, who guessed that he had
mistaken him for George. ‘I am hoping he will
come here to fetch you home again when you go,
and then I shall have the pleasure of talking with
him. He and I have been doing the same kind of
experiments, but he has got further than I have.’

‘Oh!l’ said Julian, politely. Then the doll-like
Mrs Lenoir spoke in her soft voice.

‘Block will give you all your meals in Mary-
belle’s schoolroom, then you will not disturb my
husband. He does not like talk at meal-times, and
that would be rather hard on six children.’

Mr Lenoir laughed again. His cold blue eyes
looked intently at all the children. ‘By the way,
Pierre,’” he said suddenly, ‘I forbid you to wander
about the catacombs in this hill as ] have forbidden
you before, and I also forbid you to do any of your
dare-devil climbing, nor will I have you acting
about on the city wall now that you have others
here. I will not have them taking risks. Will you
promise me this?’

‘ I don’t act about on the city wall,’protested
Sooty. ‘I don’t take risks, either.’

‘You play the fool always,’ said Mr Lenoir, and
the tip of his nose turned quite white. Anne looked
at it with interest. She did not know that it always
did this when Mr Lenoir got angry.

‘Oh, sir — I was top of my form last term,’ said
Sooty, in a most injured tone. The others felt cer-
tain that he was trying to lead Mr Lenoir away
from his request —he was not going to promise
him what he had asked!

Mrs Lenoir now joined in. "He really did do well
last term,’ she said. ‘You must remember —’
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‘Enough!l’ snapped Mr Lenoir, and the smiles
and laughs he had so freely lavished on everyone
vanished, entirely. ‘Get out, all of you!’

Rather scared, Julian Dick, Anne and George
hurried from the room, followed by Marybelle and
Sooty. Sooty was grinning as he shut the door.

‘I didn’t promise!’ he said. ‘He wanted to take
all our fun away. This place isn’t any fun if you
don’t explore it. I can show you heaps of strange
places.’

‘What are catacombs?’ asked Anne, with a
vague picture of cats and combs in her head.

‘Winding, secret tunnels in the hill, ¢ said
Sooty. ‘Nobody knows them all. You can get lost in
them easily, and never get out again. Lots of
people have.’

‘Why are there so many secret ways and things
here?’ wondered George.

‘Easyl’ said Julian. ‘It was a haunt of
smugglers, and there must have been many a time
when they had to hide not only their goods, but
themselves! And, according to old Sooty, there still
is a smuggler here!l What did you say his name was
—Barling, wasn’'t it?’

‘Yes,” said Sooty. ‘Come on upstairs and I’ll
show you your rooms. You’ve got a good view over
the town.’

He took them to two rooms set side by side, on
the opposite side of the big staircase from his bed-
room and Marybelle’s. They were small but well-
furnished, and had, as Sooty said, a marvellous
view over the quaint roofs and towers of Castaway
Hill. They also had a remarkably good view of Mr
Barling’s house.

George and Anne were to sleep in one room, and
Julian and Dick in the other. Evidently Mrs Lenoir
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had taken the trouble to remember that there were
two girls and two boys, not one girl and three boys,
as Mr Lenoir imagined!

‘Nice cosy rooms,’ said Anne. ‘I like these dark
oak panels. Are there any secret passages in our
rooms, Sooty?’

‘You wait and seel’ grinned Sooty. ‘Look, there
are your things, all unpacked from your suitcases.
I expect Sarah did that. You'll like Sarah. She’s a
good sort, fat and round and jolly —not a bit like
Block!’

Sooty seemed to have forgotten all about Tim.
George reminded him.

‘What about Timmy? He'll have to be near me,
you know. And we must arrange to feed him and
exercise him. Oh, I do hope he’ll be all right, Sooty,
I'd rather leave straight away than have Timmy
unhappy.’

‘He’ll be all right!’ said Sooty. ‘I’ll give him the
free run of that narrow passage we came up to my
bedroom by, and we’ll smuggle him out by a secret
tunnel that opens half-way down the town, and
give him plenty of exercise each morning. Oh, we’ll
have a grand time with Timmy!’

George wasn’t so sure. ‘Can he sleep with me at
night?’ she asked. ‘He’ll howl the place down if he
can’t.’

‘Well — we’'ll try and manage it,” said Sooty,
rather doubtfully. ‘You’ve got to be jolly careful,
you know. We don’t want to land in serious
trouble. You don’t know what my stepfather can be
likel’

They could guess, though. Julian looked curi-
ously at Sooty. ‘Was your own father’s name Le-
noir, too?’ he asked.
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Sooty nodded. ‘Yes. He was my stepfather’s
cousin, and was as dark as all the Lenoirs usually
are. My stepfather is an exception —he’s fair.
People say the fair Lenoirs are no good —but don’t
tell my stepfather that!’

‘As if we should!’ said George. ‘Gracious, he’d
cut off our heads or something! Come on —let’s go
back to Tim.’



CHAPTER SEVEN
The hidden pit

The children were all very glad to think that
they were going to have meals by themselves in the
old schoolroom. Nobody wanted to have much to do
with Mr Lenoir! They felt sorry for Marybelle be-
cause she had such a peculiar father.

They soon settled down at Smuggler’s top. Once
George was satisfied that Timmy was safe and
happy, though rather puzzled about everything,
she settled down too. The only difficulty was get-
ting Timmy to her room at night. This had to be
done in darkness. Block had a most tiresome way
of appearing silently and suddenly, and George was
terrified of him catching a glimpse of the big dog.

Timmy had a strange sort of life the next few
days! While the children were indoors, he had to
stay in the narrow secret passage, where he wan-
dered about, puzzled and lonely, pricking his ears
for a sound of the whistle that meant he was to
come to the cupboard and be let out.

He was fed very well, for Sooty raided the lar-
der every night. Sarah, the cook, was amazed at
the way things like soup-bones disappeared. She
could not understand it. But Timmy devoured
everything that was given to him.

Each morning he was given good exercise by the
children. The first morning this had been really
very exciting!

George had reminded Sooty of his promise to
take Timmy for walks each day. ‘He simply must
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have exercise, or he’ll be terribly miserablel’ she
said. ‘But how can we manage it? We can’t poss-
ibly take him through the house and out of the
front doorl We’d be certain to walk into your
father!’

‘I told you I knew a way that came out half-way
down the hill, silly,’ said Sooty. ‘I'll show you. We
shall be quite safe once we are down there, because
even if we met Block or anyone else that knew us,
they wouldn’t know it was our dog. They would
think it was just a stray we had picked up.’

‘Well —show us the way,’ said George, impa-
tiently. They were all in Sooty’s bedroom, and
Timmy was lying on the mat beside George. They
felt really safe in Sooty’s room because of the buzz-
er that warned them when anyone opened the door
at the end of the long passage.

‘We’ll have to go into Marybelle’s room,’ said
Sooty. ‘You’ll get a shock when you see the way
that leads down the hill, I can tell you!’

He looked out of the door. The door at the end
of the passage was shut.’Marybelle,slip along and
peep through the passage door,’ said Sooty. ‘Warn
us if anyone is coming up the stairs. If not, we’ll
all slip quickly into your room.’

Marybelle ran to the door at the end of the pas-
sage. She opened it, and at once the warning buzzer
sounded in Sooty’s room, making Timmy grow
fiercely. Marybelle looked through the doorway to
the stair. Then she signalled to the others that no
one was coming.

They all rushed out of Sooty’s room into
Marybelle’s, and Marybelle came to join them.
She was a funny little mouse of a girl, shy
and timid. Anne liked her, and once or twice
teased her for being so shy.
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But Marybelle did not like being teased. Her
eyes filled with tears at once, and she turned away.
‘She’ll be better when she goes to school,” Sooty
said. ‘She can’t help being shy, shut up all the year
round in this strange house. She hardly ever sees
anyone of her own age.’

They crowded into the little girl’s bedroom and
shut the door. Sooty turned the key in the lock.
‘Just in case friend Block comes snooping,’ he said
with a grin.

Sooty began to move the furniture in the room
to the sides, near the walls. The others watched in
surprise and then helped. ‘What’s the idea of the
furniture removal?’ asked Dick, struggling with a
heavy chest.

‘Got to get this heavy carpet up,’ panted Sooty.
‘It’s put there to hide the trap-door below. At least,
that’s what I've always thought.’

Once the furniture stood by the walls, it was
easy to drag up the heavy carpet. There was a felt
lining under it too, and that had to be pulled aside
as well. Then the children saw a trap-door, let flat
into the floor, with a ring-handle to pull it up.

They felt excited. Another secret way! This

- house seemed full of them. Sooty pulled at the ring
and the heavy door came up quite easily. The child-
ren peered down, but they could see nothing. It was
pitch-dark.

‘Are there steps down?’ asked Julian, holding
Anne back in case she fell.

~ ‘No,’ said Sooty, reaching out for a big torch he
had brought in with him. ‘Look!’

He switched on his torch, and the children gave
a gasp. The trap-door led down to a pit, far, far
below!
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‘Why! 1t’s miles below the foundations of the
house, surely!’ said Julian, surprised. ‘It’s just a
hole down to a big pit. What’s it for?

‘Oh, it was probably used to hide people —or to
get rid of them!’ said Sooty. ‘Nice little place, isn’t
it? If you fell down there you’'d land with an awful
bump!’

‘But — now in the world could we get
Timmy down there —or get down ourselves?’
said George. ‘I'm not going to fall down it,
that’s certain!’

Sooty laughed. ‘You won’t have to,” he said.
‘Look here.” He opened a cupboard and reached up
to a wide shelf. He pulled something down, and the
children saw that it was a rope-ladder, fine but
very strong.

‘There you are! We can all get down by that,’ he
said.

‘Timmy can’t,” said George at once. ‘He
couldn’t possibly climb up or down a ladder.’

‘Oh, couldn’t he?’ said Sooty. ‘He seems such a
clever dog —I should have thought he could easily
have done a thing like that.’

‘Well, he can’t,’ said George, decidedly. ‘That’s
a silly idea.’

‘I know,’ said Marybelle, suddenly, going red at
her boldness in breaking in on the conversation. ‘I
think I know! We could get the laundry basket and
shut Timmy in it. And we would tie it with ropes,
and let him down —and pull him up the same
wayl’

The others stared at her. ‘Now that really is a
brainwavel’ said Julian, warmly. ‘Good for you,
Marybelle. Timmy would be quite safe in a basket.
But it would have to be a big one.’

0
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‘There’s a very big one in the kitchen,’ said Ma-
rybelle. ‘It’s never used except when we have lots
of people to stay, like now. We could borrow it.’

‘Oh yes!’ said Sooty. ‘Of course we could. I'll go
and get it now.’

‘But what excuse will you give?’ shouted Julian
after him. Sooty had already unlocked the door and
shot out! He was a most impatient person, and
could never put off anything for a single minute.

Sooty didn’t answer. He sped down the passage.
Julian locked the door after him. He didn’t want
anyone coming in and seeing the carpet up and the
yawning holel

Sooty was back in two minutes, carrying a very
heavy wicker laundry basket on his head. He
banged on the door, and Julian unlocked it.

‘Good!’ said Julian. ‘How did you get it? Did
apyone mind?’

‘Didn’t ask them,’ grinned Sooty. ‘Nobody there
to ask. Block’s with Father, and Sarah has gone
out shopping. I can always put it back if any awk-
ward questions are asked.’

The rope-ladder was shaken out down the hole.
It slipped like an uncoiling snake, down and down,
and reached the pit at the bottom. Then Timmy was
fetched from Sooty’s room. He came in wagging his
tail overjoyed at being with everyone again. George
hugged him.

‘Darling Timmy! I hate you being hidden away
like this. But never mind, we’re all going out
together this morning!’

‘I’ll go down first,’ said Sooty. ‘Then you’d bet-
ter let Timmy down. I’ll tie his basket round with
this rope. It’s nice and strong, and there’s plenty
to let down. Better tie the other end to the end of
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the bed, then when we come up again we can easily
pull him up.’

Timmy was made to get inside the big basket
and lie down. He was surprised and barked a little.
But George put her hand over his mouth.

‘Sh! You mustn’t say a word, Timmy,’ she said.
‘I know all this is very astonishing. But never
mind, you’ll have a marvellous walk at the end of
it.’

Timmy heard the word ‘Walk’ and was glad.
That was what he wanted —a really nice long walk
in the open air and sunshine!

He didn’t at all like having the lid shut down on
him, but as George seemed to think he must put up
with all these strange happenings, Timmy did so,
with a very good grace.

‘He’s really a marvellous dog,’ said Marybelle.
‘Sooty, get down the hole now, and be ready for
when we let him down.

Sooty disappeared down the dark hole, holding
his torch between his teeth. Down and down he
went, down and down. At last he stood safely at
the bottom, and ‘flashed his torch upwards. His
voice came to them, sounding rather strange and
far away.

‘Come on! Lower Timmy down!’

The laundry basket, feeling extraordinarily
heavy now, was pushed to the edge of the hole.
Then down it went, knocking against the sides here
and there. Timmy growled. He didn’t like this
gamel .

Dick and Julian had hold of the rope between
them. They lowered Timmy as smoothly as they
could. He reached the bottom with a slight bump,
and Sooty undid the basket. Out leapt Timmy,
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barking! But his bark sounded very small and dis-
tant to the watchers at the top.

‘Now come on down, one by onel’ shouted up
Sooty waving his torch. ‘Is the door locked,
Julian?’

‘Yes,” said Julian. ‘Look out for Anne. She’s
coming now.’

Anne climbed down, a little frightened at first,
but, as her feet grew used to searching for and
finding the rungs of the rope-ladder, she went
down quite quickly.

Then the others followed, and soon they were all
standing together at the bottom of the hole, in the
enormous pit. They looked round curiously. It had
a musty smell, and its walls were damp and green-
ish. Sooty swung his torch round, and the children
saw various passages leading off here and there.

‘Where do they all lead to?’ asked Julian, in
amazement. .

‘Well, I told you this hill was full of tunnels,’
said Sooty. ‘This pit is down in the hill and these
tunnels lead into the catacombs. There are miles
and miles of them. No one explores them now, be-
cause so many people have been lost in them and
never heard of again. There used to be an old map
of them, but it’s lost.’

‘It’s weirdl’ said Anne, and shivered. ‘I
wouldn’t like to be down here alone.’

‘What a place to hide smuggled goods in,’ said
Dick. ‘No one would ever find them here.’

‘I guess the old-time smugglers knew every inch
of these passages,’ said Sooty. ‘Come on! We’ll take
the one that leads out of the hillside. We’ll have to
do a bit of climbing when we get there. I hope you
don’t mind.’
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‘Not a bit,” said Julian. ‘We're all good clim-
bers. But I say, Sooty —you’re sure you know the
way? We don’t want to be lost for ever down herel’

Course I know the way! Come on!’ said Sooty,
and, flashing his torch in front of him, he led the
way into the dark and narrow tunnel.



CHAPTER EIGHT
An exciting walk

The tunnel ran slightly downwards, and smelt
nasty in places. Sometimes it opened out into pits
like the one they themselves had come from. Sooty
flashed him torch up them.

‘That one goes into Barling’s house some-
where,’ he said. ‘Most of the old houses hereabouts
have openings into pits, like ours. Jolly well hidden
some of them are, too!’

‘There’s daylight or something in front!’ said
Anne, suddenly. ‘Oh good! I hate this tunnel.’

Sure enough, it was daylight, creeping in
through a kind of cave-entrance in the hillside. The
children crowded there, and looked out.

They were outside the hill, and outside the
town, somewhere on the steep cliff-side that ran
down to the marsh. Sooty climbed out on to a ledge.
He put his torch into his pocket.

‘We’ve got to get to that path down there,” he
said, pointing. ‘That will lead us to a place where
the city wall is fairly low, and we can climb over it.
Is Timmy sure-footed? We don’t want him tum-
bling into the marsh down there!’

The marsh lay a good way below, looking ugly
and flat. George sincerely hoped Timmy would
never fall into it. Still, he was very sure-footed,
and she didn’t think he would slip. The path was
steep and rocky, but quite passable.

They all went down it, clambering over rocks
now and again. The path led them to the city wall,
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which, as Sooty had said, was fairly low just there.
He climbed up to the top. He was like a cat for
climbing!

‘No wonder he’s got such a a name for climbing
about everywhere at schooll’ said Dick to Julian.
‘He’s had good practice here. Do you remember
how he climbed up to the roof of the school the
term before last? Everyone was scared he’d slip and
fall, but he didn’t. He tied the Union Jack to one of
the chimneypots!’

‘Come onl!’ called Sooty. ‘The coast is clear. This
is a lonely bit of the town, and no one will see us
climbing up.’

Soon they were all over the wall, Timmy too.
They set off for a good walk, swinging down the
hill, enjoying themselves. The mist began to clear
after a while, and the sun felt nice and warm.

The town was very old. Some of the houses
seemed almost tumble-down, but there were people
living in them, for smoke came from the chimneys.
The shops were quaint, with their long narrow win-
dows, arid overhanging eaves. The children stopped
to look into them.

‘Look out —here’s Block!’said Sooty sud-
denly in a low voice. ‘Don’t take any notice
of Timmy at all. If he comes around licking
us or jumping up, pretend to try and drive
him off as if he was a stray.’

They all pretended not to see Block, but gazed
earnestly into the window of a shop. Timmy, feel-
ing rather out of it, ran up to George and pawed at
her, trying to make her take notice of him.

‘Go away, dog!’ said Sooty, and flapped at the
surprised Timmy. ‘Go away! Following us about
like this! Go home, can’t you?’
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Timmy thought this was some sort of a game.
He barked happily, and ran round Sooty and
George, giving them an occasional lick.

‘Home, dog, homel’ yelled Sooty, flapping hard
again. :

Then Block came up to them, no expression on
his face at all. ‘The dog bothers you?’ he said. ‘I
will throw a stone at him and make him go.’

‘Don’t you darel’ said George, immediately.
‘You go home yourself! I don’t mind the dog fol-
lowing us. He’s quite a nice one.’

‘Block’s deaf,silly,” said Sooty. ‘It’s no good
talking to him.’ To George’s horror Block picked up
a big stone, meaning to throw it at Timmy. George
flew at him, punched him hard on the arm, and
made him drop the stone.

‘How dare you throw stones at a dog!’ yelled the
little girl in a fury. ‘I’'ll —I’ll tell the police.’

‘Now, now,’ said a voice nearby. ‘What’s all
this about? Pierre, what’s the trouble?’

The children turned and saw a tall man stand-
ing near them, wearing his hair rather long. He
had long, narrow eyes, a long nose and long chin.
‘He’s long everywhere!’ thought Anne, looking at
his long thin legs and long narrow feet.

‘Oh, Mr Barling! I didn’t see you,’ said Sooty,
politely. ‘Nothing’s the matter, thanks. It’s only
that this dog is following us, and Block said he’d
make it go away by chucking a stone at it. And
?heorge here is fond of dogs and got angry about

at.’

‘I see. And who are all these children?’ said Mr
Barling, looking at each one of them out his long,
narrow eyes.

‘They’ve come to stay with us because their
uncle’s house has had an accident to it,” explained
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Sooty. ‘George’s father’s house, I mean. At Kir-
rin.’

‘Ah —at Kirrin?’ said Mr Barling, and seemed
to prick up his long ears. ‘Surely that is where that
very clever scientist friend of Mr Lenoir’s lives?’

‘Yes. He’s my father,” said George. ‘Why, do
you know him?’

‘T have heard of him —and of his very interes-
ting experiments,” said Mr Barling. ‘Mr Lenoir
knows him well, I believe?’

‘Not awfully well,” said George, puzzled. ‘They
just write to one another, I think. My father tele-
phoned to Mr Lenoir to ask him if he could have us
to stay while our own house is being mended.’

‘And Mr Lenoir, of course, was only too de-
lighted to have the whole company of you! * said
Mr Barling. ‘Such a good, generous fellow, your
father, Pierrel’

The children stared. at Mr Barling, thinking
that it was strange of him to say nice things in
such a nasty voice. They felt uncomfortable. It was
plain that Mr Barling did not like Mr Lenoir at all.
Well, neither did they, but they didn’t like Mr Bar-
ling any better!

Timmy saw another dog and darted happily
after him. Block had now disappeared, going up
the steep high street with his basket. The children
said good-bye to Mr Barling, not wanting to talk to
him any more.

They went after Timmy, talking eagerly as soon
as they had left Mr Barling behind.

‘Goodness —that was a narrow escape from
Block!’” said Julian. ‘Old beast —going to throw
that enormous stone at Timmy. No wonder you
flew at him, George! But you very nearly gave the
game away, though.’
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‘I don’t care,’ said George. ‘I wasn’t going
to have Timmy’s leg broken. It was a bit of
bad luck meeting Block our very first morning
out.’

‘We’ll probably never meet him again when
we take Timmy out,’ said Sooty, comfortingly.
‘And if we do we’'ll simply say the dog always
joins us when it meets us. Which is perfectly
true.’

They enjoyed their walk. They went into a
quaint old coffee shop and had steaming cups of
delicious creamy coffee and jammy buns. Timmy
had two of the buns and gobbled them greedily.
George went off to buy some meat for him at the
butcher’s, choosing a shop that Sooty said Mrs Le-
noir did not go to. She did not want any butcher
telling Mrs Lenoir that the children had been
buying dog-meat!

They went back the same way as they had come.
They made their way up the steep cliff-path, and in
at the tunnel-entrance, back through the winding
tunnel to the pit, and there was the rope-ladder
waiting for them. Julian and Dick went up first,
while George packed the surprised Timmy into the
basket again and tied the rope firmly round it.
Then up went the whining Timmy, bumping
against the sides of the hole, until the two panting
boys pulled the basket in Marybelle’s room and
undid it.

It was ten minutes before the dinner-hour.
‘Just time to shut the trap-door, pull back the car-
pet and wash our hands,’ said Sooty. ‘And I'll put
old Timmy back into the secret passage behind the
cupboard in my room, George. Where is that meat
you bought? I'll put that in the passage too. He can
eat it when he likes.’
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‘Did you put him a nice warm rug there, and a
dish of fresh water?’ asked George, anxiously, for
the third or fourth time.

‘You know I did. I keep telling you,’ said Sooty.
‘Look, we won’t put back all the furniture except
the chairs. We can say we want it left back because
we like to play a game on the carpet. It'll be an
awful bore if we have to move chests and things
every time we exercise Tim.’

They were just in time for their dinner. Block
was there to serve it, and so was Sarah. The child-
ren sat down hungrily, in spite of having had cof-
fee and buns. Block and Sarah ladled out hot soup
on to their plates.

‘I hope you got rid of the unpleasant dog,’ said
Block in his monotonous voice. He gave George a
rather nasty look. Evidently he had not forgotten
how she had flown at him.

Sooty nodded. It was no good speaking an
answer, for Block would not hear. Sarah bustled
round, taking away the soup-plates and preparing
to give them their second course.

The food was very good at Smuggler’s Top.
There was plenty of it, and the hungry visitors and
Sooty ate everything put before them. Marybelle
hadn’t much appetite, but she was the only one.
George tried to secrete tit-bits and bones whenever
she could, for Timmy.

Two or three days went by, and the children fell
into their new life quite happily. Timmy was taken
out each morning for a long walk. The children
soon got used to slipping down the rope-ladder, and
making their way with Timmy to the cliff-side.

It the afternoons they went to either Sooty’s
room or Marybelle’s, and played games or read.
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They could have Timmy there, because the buzzer
always warned them if anyone was coming.

At night it was always an excitement to get
Timmy to George’s room without being seen.
This was usually done when Mr and Mrs Le-
noir were sitting at their dinner, and Block
and Sarah were serving them. The children
had a light supper first, and Mr and Mrs Le-
noir had their dinner an hour later. It was
quite the best time to smuggle Timmy along
to George’s room.

Timmy seemed to enjoy the smuggling. He ran
silently beside George and Sooty, stopped at every
corner, and scampered gladly into George’s room as
soon as he got there. He lay quietly under the bed
till George was in bed herself, and then he came
out to lie on her feet.

George always locked their door at night. She
didn’t want Sarah or Mrs Lenoir coming in and
finding Timmy therel But nobody came, and as
night after night went by, George grew more easy
about Timmy.

Taking him back to Sooty’s room in the morn-
ing was a bit of a nuisance, because it had to be
done early, before anyone was up. But George could
always wake herself at any time she chose, and
each morning about half past six the little girl
slipped through the house with Timmy. She went
in at Sooty’s door, and he jumped out of bed to deal
with Timmy. He was always awakened by the buzz-
er that sounded when George opened the door at
the end of the passage.

‘I hope you are all enjoying yourselves,” Mr Le-
noir said to the children, whenever they met him in
the hall or on the stairs. And they always replied
politely. ‘Oh yes, Mr Lenoir, thank you.’
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‘It’s quite a peaceful holiday after all,” said
Julian. ‘Nothing happens at alll’

And then things did begin to happen and once
they had begun they never stopped!
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CHAPTER NINE
Who is in the tower?

One night Julian was awakened by someone
opening his door. He sat up at once. ‘Who is it?’ he
said. ‘Me, Sooty,’” said Sooty’s voice, very low. ‘I
say, I want you to come and see something.’

Julian woke Dick, and the two of them put on
their dressing-gowns. Sooty led them quietly out of
the room and took them to a peculiar little room,
tucked away in.an odd wing of the house. All kinds
of things were kept here, trunks and boxes, old
toys, chests of old clothes, broken vases that had
never been mended, and many other worthless
things.

‘Look,’ said Sooty, taking them to the window.
They saw that the little room had a view of the
tower belonging to the house. It was the only room
in the house that did, for it was built at a strange
angle.

The boys looked —and Julian gave an exclama-
tion. Someone was signalling from the tower! A
light there flashed every now and again. In and
out —pause —flash, flash, in and out —pause.
The light went regularly on and off in a certain
rhythm.

‘Now —who’s doing that?’ whispered Sooty.

‘Your father?’ wondered Julian.

‘Don’t think so,’” said Sooty. ‘I think I heard
him snoring away in his room. We could go and
find out though —see if he really is in his bed-
room.’
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‘Well —for goodness’ sake don’t let’s get
caught,’ said Julian, not at all liking the idea of
prying about in his host’s house.

They made their way to where Mr Lenoir had
his room. It was quite plain he was there, for a
regular low snoring came from behind the closed
door.

‘It may be Block up in the tower,” said Dick.
‘He looks full of secrets. I wouldn’t trust him an
inch. I bet it’s Block.’

‘Well —shall we go to his room and see if it’s
empty?’ whispered Sooty. ‘Come on. If it’s Block
signalling, he’s doing it without Father knowing.’

‘Oh, your father might have told him to,’ said
Julian, who felt that he wouldn’t trust Mr Lenoir
much further than he would trust Block.

They went up the back-stairs to the wing where
the staff slept. Sarah slept in a room there with
Harriet the kitchen-maid. Block slept alone.

Sooty pushed open Block’s door very softly and
slowly. When he had enough room to pat in his
head, he did so. The room was full of moonlight.
By the window was Block’s bed. And Block was
there! Sooty could see the humpy shape of his body,
and the black round patch that was his head.

He listened, but he cold not catch Block’s brea-
thing. He must sleep very quietly.

He withdrew his head, and pushed the other
two boys quietly down the back-stairs.

‘Was he there?’ whispered Julian.

‘Yes. So it can’t be him, signalling up in our
tower,” said Sooty. ‘Well —who can it be then? I
don’t like it. It couldn’t possibly be mother or
Sarah or Harriet. Is there a stranger in our house,
someone we don’t know, living here in secret?’
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‘Can’t be!’ said Julian, a little shiver running
down his back. ‘Look here —what about us going
to the tower and trying to peep through the door or
something? We’'d soon find out who it was then.
Perhaps we ought to tell your father.’

‘No. Not yet. I want to find out a whole lot
more before I say anything to anyone,’ said Sooty,
sounding obstinate. ‘Let’s creep up to the tower.
We shall have to be jolly careful though. You get
to it by a spiral staircase, rather narrow. There’s
nowhere much to hide if anyone suddenly came
down out of the tower.

‘What’s in the tower?’ whispered Dick, as they
made their way through the dark and silent house,
thin streaks of moonlight coming in here and there
,between the crack of the closed curtains.

‘Nothing much. Just a table and a chair or two,
and a bookcase of books,’ said Sooty. ‘We use it on
hot summer days when the breeze gets in strongly
through the windows there, and we can see a long
way all round us.’

They came to a little landing. From this a wind-
ing, narrow stairway of stone went up to the
rounded tower. The boys looked up. Moonlight fell
on the stairway from a slit-like window in the wall.

‘We’d better not all go up,” said Sooty. ‘We
should find it so difficult to hurry down, three of
us, if the person in the tower suddenly came out.
I’ll go. You stay down here and wait. I'll see if I
can spy anything through the crack in the door or
the key-hole.’

He crept softly up the stairway, soon lost to
view as he rounded the first spiral. Julian and
Dick waited in the shadows at the bottom. There
was a thick curtain over one of the windows there,
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and they got behind it, wrapping its folds round
them for warmth.

Sooty crept up to the top. The tower-room had a
stout oak door, studded and barred. It was shut! It
was no use trying to look through the crack, be-
cause there wasn’t one. He bent down to peer
through the key-hole.

But that was stuffed up with something, so he
could not see through that either. He pressed his
ear to it and listened.

He heard a series of little clicks. Click —click —
click —click —click. Nothing else at all.

‘That’s the click of the light they’'re using,’
thought Sooty. ‘Still signalling like mad! What for?
Who to? And who is in our tower-room, using it as
a signalling-station? How I wish I knew!’

Suddenly the clicking stopped. There was the
sound of someone walking across the stone floor of
the tower. And almost at once the door opened!

Sooty had no time to hurry down the stairs. All
he could do was to squeeze into a niche, and hope
that the person would not see him or touch him ag
he went by. The moon went behind a cloud at that
moment, and Sooty was thankful to know he was
hidden in black shadow. Someone came down the
stairs and actually brushed against Sooty’s arm.

Sooty jumped almost out of his skin, expecting
to be hauled out of his niche. But the person did
not seem to notice, and went on down the spiral
stairway, walking softly.

Sooty did not dare to go down after him for he
was afraid the moon would come out, and cast his
shadow down for the signaller to see.

So he stayed squeezed in his niche, hoping that
Julian and Dick were well-hidden, and would not
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think it was he, Sooty, who was walking down the
stairs!

Julian and Dick heard the soft footsteps com-
ing, and thought at first it was Sooty. Then, not
hearing his whisper, they stiffened behind the cur-
tains, guessing that it was the signaller himself
who was walking by!

‘We’d better follow him!l’ whispered Julian to
Dick. ‘Come on. Quiet, now!’

But Julian got muddled up with the great cur-
tains, and could not seem to find his way out.
Dick, however, slipped out easily enough, and
padded after the disappearing person. The moon
was now out again, and Dick could catch glimpses
of the signaller as he went past the moonlight
streaks. Keeping well in the shadows himself, he
darted quietly after him. Where was he going?

He followed him across the landing to a pas-
sage. Then across another.landing and up the back-
stairs! But those led to the staff bedrooms. Surely
the man was net going there?

Dick, to his enormous surprise, saw the person
disappear silently into Block’s bedroom. He crept to
the door, which had been left a little ajar. There
was no light in the room except that of the moon.
There was no sound of talking. Nothing at all ex-
cept a creak which might have come from the bed.

Dick peeped in, full of the most intense curios-
ity. Would he see the man waking up Block?
Would he see him climbing out of the window?

He stared round the room. There was no one
there at all, except Block lying in bed. The moon-
light lit up the corners, and Dick could quite
plainly see that the room was empty. Only Block
lay there, and, as Dick watched, he heard him give
a sigh and roll over in bed.
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‘Welll That’s the strangest thing I ever saw,’
thought Dick, puzzled. ‘A man goes into a room
and completely disappears, without a single sound!
Where can he have gone?’

He went back to find the others. Sooty by this
time had crept down the spiral staircase and had
found Julian, who had explained that Dick had
gone to follow the peculiar signaller.

They went to find Dick, and suddenly bumped
into him, creeping along quietly in the darkness.
They all jumped violently, and Julian almost cried
out, but stifled his voice just in time.

‘Golly! You gave me a scare, Dick!’ he whis-
pered. ‘Well, did you see who it was and where he
went?’

Dick told them of his strange experience. ‘He
simply went into Block’s room and vanished,” he
said. ‘Is there any secret passage leading out of
Block’s room, Sooty?’

‘No, none,” said Sooty. ‘That wing is much
newer than the rest of the house, and hasn’t any
secrets in it at all. I simply can’t imagine what
happened to the man. How very odd! Who is he,
and why does he come, and where on earth does he
go?’

‘We really must find out,” said Julian. ‘It’s
such a mystery! Sooty, how did you know there was
signalling going on from the tower?’

‘Well, some time ago I found it out, quite by ac-
cident,” said Sooty. ‘I couldn’t sleep, and I went
along to that funny little box-room place, and fer-
reted about for an old book I thought I'd seen
there. And suddenly I looked up at the tower, and
saw a light flashing there.’

‘Funny,’ said Dick.
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‘Well, I went along there at night a good many
times after that, to see if I could see the signals
again,’ said Sooty, ‘and at last I did. The first time
I had seen them there was a good moon, and the
second time there was, too. So, I thought, next
time there’s a moon, I'll creep along to that old
box-room and see if the signaller is at work again.
And sure enough he was!’

‘Where does that window look out on, that we
saw the light flashing from?’ asked Julian.
thoughtfully. ‘The seaward side —or the land-
ward?’ '

‘Seaward,” said Sooty at once. ‘There’s some-
thing or someone out at sea that receives those sig-
nals. Goodness knows who.’

‘Some kind of smugglers, I suppose,’ said Dick.
‘But it can’t be anything to do with your father,
Sooty. I say —let’s go up into the tower, shall we?
We might find something there —or see some-
thing.’

They went back to the spiral staircase and
climbed up to the tower-room. It was dark, for the
moon was behind a cloud. But it came out after a
(vlvhile, and the boys looked out of the seaward win-

ow.

There was no mist at all that night. They could
see the flat marshes stretching away to the sea.
They gazed down in silence. Then the moon went in
and darkness covered the marsh.

Suddenly Julian clutched the others, making
them jump. ‘I can see something!’ he whispered.
‘Look beyond there. What is it?’

They all looked. It seemed like a tiny line of
very small dots of light. They were so far away
that it was difficult to see if they stayed still or
moved. Then the moon came out again, flooding
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everywhere with silvery light, and the boys could
not’see anything except the moonshine.

But when the moon went in again, there was
the line of tiny, pricking lights again! ‘A bit
nearer, surelyl’ whispered Sooty. ‘Smugglers —
coming over a secret path from the sea to Castaway
Hilll Smugglers!’



CHAPTER TEN
Timmy makes a noise

The three girls were very excited the next day
when the boys told them their adventure of the
night before.

‘Gracious!’ said Anne, her eyes wide with sur-
prise. ‘Who can it be signalling like that? And
wherever did he go to? Fancy him going into
Block’s room, with Block there in bed!’

‘It’s very peculiar,” said George. ‘I wish you
had come and told me and Anne.’

‘There wasn’t time —and anyway, we couldn’t
have Timmy about at night. He might have flown
at the signaller,’ said Dick.

- ‘The man must have been signalling to the
smugglers,’ said Julian, thoughtfully. ‘Let me
see —probably they came over from France in
a ship —came as near to the marsh as they
could —waited for a signal to tell them that
the coast was clear —probably the signal from
the tower —and then waded across a path they
knew through the marsh. Each man must
have carried a torch to prevent himself from
leaving the path and falling into the marsh.
No doubt there was someone waiting to receive
the goods they brought —someone at the edge
of the marsh below the hill.’

‘But who?’ said Dick. ‘It can’t have been Mr
Barling, who, Sooty says, is known to be a
smuggler. Because the signal lights came from our
house, not his. It’s all very puzzling.’
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‘Well, we’ll do our best to solve the mystery,’
said George. ‘There’s some peculiar game going on
in this very house, without your father’s knowl-
edge, Sooty. We’'ll keep a jolly good lookout and see
if we can find out what it is.’

They were at breakfast alone, when they dis-
cussed the night’s adventure. Block came in to see
if they had finished at that moment. Anne did not
notice him.

‘What does Mr Barling smuggle?’ she asked
Sooty. Immediately she got a hard kick on her
ankle, and stared in pain and surprise. ‘Why did
you...?’ she began, and got another kick, harder
still. Then she saw Block.

‘But he’s deaf,’ she said. ‘He can’t hear any-
thing we say.’

Block began to clear away, his face as usual
showing no expression. Sooty glared at Anne. She
was upset and cross, but said no more. She rubbed
her bruised ankle hard. As soon as Block went out
of the room she turned on Sooty.

‘You mean thing! You hurt my ankle like any-
thingl Why shouldn’t I say things in front of
Block? He’s quite deafl’ said Anne, her face very
red.

‘I know he’s supposed to be,’ said Sooty. ‘And I
think he is. But I saw a funny look come over his
face when you asked me what Mr Barling
smuggled —almost as if he had heard what you
said, and was surprised.’

‘You imagined it!’ said Anne, crossly, still rub-
bing her ankle. ‘Anyway, don’t kick me so hard
again. A gentle push with your toe would have
been enough. I won’t talk in front of Block if you
don’t want me to, but it’s quite plain he’s as deaf
as a post!’

281



‘Yes, he’s deaf all right,’ said Dick. ‘I dropped a
plate off the table yesterday, by accident, just be-
hind him, and it smashed to bits, if you remember.
Well, he didn’t jump or turn a hair, as he would
have done if he could have heard.’

‘All the same —I never trust Block, deaf or
not,’ said Sooty. ‘I always feel he might read our
lips or something. Deaf people can often do that,
you know.’

They went off to take Timmy for his usual
morning walk. Timmy was quite used to being shut
in the laundry basket by now, and lowered into the
pit. In fact, he always jumped straight into the
basket as soon as the lid was opened, and lay down.

That morning they again met Block, who stared
with great interest at the dog. He plainly recog-
nized it as the same dog as before.

‘There’s Block,” said Julian, in a low voice.
‘Don’t drive Timmy off this time. Well pretend
he’s a stray who always meets us each morning.’

So they let Timmy run round them, and when
Block came up, they nodded to him, and made as if
to go on their way. But the man stopped them.

‘That dog seems to be a friend of yours,” he
said, in his curious monotone of a voice.

‘Oh yes. He goes with us each morning now,’
said Julian, politely. ‘He quite thinks he’s our dog!
Nice fellow, isn’t he?’

Block stared at Timmy, who growled. ‘Mind
you do not bring that dog into the house,” said
Block. ‘If you do, Mr Lenoir will have him killed.’

Julian saw George’s face beginning to turn red
with fury. He spoke hurriedly. ‘Why should we
bring him to the house, Block? Don’t be silly!l’

Block, however, did not appear to hear. He gave
Timmy a nasty look, and went on his way, occa-
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sionally turning round to look at the little company
of children.

‘Horrid fellow!’ said George, angrily. ‘How dare
he say things like that?’

When they got back to Marybelle’s bedroom
that morning, they pulled Timmy up from the pit,
and let him out of the basket. ‘We’ll put him into
the secret passage as usual,” said George, ‘and I'll
put some biscuits in with him. I got some nice ones
for him this morning, the sort he likes, all big and
crunchy.’

She went to the door —but just as she was
about to unlock it and take Timmy into Sooty’s
room next door, Timmy gave a small growl.

George took her hand away from the door at
once. She turned to look at Timmy. He was stand-
ing stiffly, the hackles on his neck rising up, and
he was staring fixedly at the door. George put her
hand to her lips warningly, and whispered:

‘Someone outside. Timmy knows. He’s smelt
them. Will you all talk loudly, and pretend to be
playing a game? I'll pop Timmy mto the cupboard
where the rope-ladder is kept.’

At once the others began to talk to one another,
while George swiftly dragged Timmy to the cup-
board, patted him to make him understand he was
to be quiet, and shut him in.

‘My turn to deal,’ said Julian loudly, and took a
pack of snap cards from the top of the chest. ‘You
won last time, Dick. Bet I'll win this time.’

He dealt swiftly. The others, still talking loud-
ly, saying anything that came into their heads,
began to play snap. They yelled ‘snap’ nearly all
the time, pretending to be very jolly and hilarious.
Anyone listening 'outside the door would never
guess it was all pretence.
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George, who was watching the door closely, saw
that the handle was gradually turning, very slowly
indeed. Someone meant to open the door without
being heard, and come in unexpectedly. But the
door was locked!

Soon the person outside, whoever it was, re-
alised that the door was locked, and the handle
slowly turned the other way again. Then it was
still. There came on other sound. It was impossible
to know if anyone was still outside the door or not.

But Timmy would know! Signing to the others
to carry on with their shouting and laughing,
George let Timmy out of the cupboard. He ran to
the door of the room, and stood there, sniffing
quietly. Then he turned and looked at George, his
tail wagging.

‘It’s all right,” said George to the others.
‘There’s no one there now. Timmy always knows.
We’d better quickly take him into your room,
Sooty, while the coast is clear. Who could it have
been, do you think, snooping outside?’

‘Block, I should say,’ said Sooty. He locked the
door and peered out. There was no one in the pas-
sage. Sooty tiptoed to the door at the end and
looked out there also. He waved to George to tell
her it was all right to take Timmy into his room.

Soon Timmy was safely in the secret passage,
crunching up his favourite biscuits. He had got
quite used to his peculiar life now, and did not
mind at all. He knew his way about the passage,
and had explored other passages that led from it.
He was quite at home in the maze of secret waysl!

‘Better go and have our dinner now,’ said Dick.
‘And mind, Anne — don’t go and say anything
gilly in front of that horrid Block, in case he reads
your lips.’
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‘Of course I shan’t,” said Anne, indignantly. ‘I
wouldn’t have before, but I never thought of him
reading my lips. If he does, he’s very clever.’

Soon they were all sitting down to lunch. Block
was there, waiting to serve them. Sarah was out
for the day and did not appear. Block served them
with soup, and then went out.

Suddenly, to the children’s intense surprise and
fright, they heard Timmy barking loudly! They
jumped violently.

‘Listen!That’s Timmy!’ said Julian. ‘He must be
somewhere near here, in that secret passage. How
weird it sounds, his bark coming muffled and dis-
tant like that. But anyone would know it was a dog
barking.’

‘Don’t say anything at all about it in front of
Block,’ said sooty. ‘Not a word. Pretend not to hear
at all, if Timmy barks again. What on earth is he
barking for?’

‘It’s the bark he uses when he’s excited and
pleased,’ said George. ‘I expect he’s chasing a rat.
Hr always goes right off his head when he sees a
rat or a rabbit. There he goes again. Oh, dear, I
hope he catches the rat quickly and settles down!’

Block came back at that moment. Timmy had
again just stopped barking. But, in a moment or
two, his doggy voice could be heard once more, very
muffled. ‘Woofl Woof-woofl’

Julian was watching Block closely. The man
went on serving the meat. He said nothing, but
looked round at the children intently, as if he
wanted to see each child’s expression, or see if they
said anything.

‘Jolly good soup that was today,’ said Julian,
cheerfully, looking round at the others. ‘I must say
Sarah is a wonderful cook.’
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‘I think her ginger buns are gorgeous,’ said
Anne. ‘Especially when they are all hot from the
oven.’

‘Woof-woof,” said Timmy’s voice from far away
behind the walls.

‘George, your mother makes the most heavenly
fruit cake I ever tasted,’ said Dick to George, wish-
ing Timmy would be quiet. ‘I do wonder how
they’re all getting on at Kirrin Cottage, and if
they’ve started mending the roof yet.’

‘Woof!’” said Timmy, joyfully chasing his rat
down another bit of passage.

Block served everyone and then silently disap-
peared. Julian went to the door to make sure he
had gone and was not outside.

‘I hope old Block is as deaf as a postl’ he said. ‘I
could have sworn I saw a surprised look come into
those cold eyes of his, when Timmy barked.’

‘Well, if he could hear him, which I don’t be-
lieve,” said George, ‘he must have been jolly sur-
prised to see us talking away and not paying any
attention to a dog’s barking at alll’

The others giggled. They kept a sharp ear for
Block’s return. They heard footsteps after a time,
and began to pile their plates together for him to
take away. ’

The schoolroom door opened. But it was not
Block who came in. It was Mr Lenoir! He came in,
smiling as usual, and looked round at the surprised
children.

‘Ahl! So you are enjoying your dinner, and ea-
ting it all up, like good children,’ he said. He al-
ways irritated the children because he spoke to
them as if they were very small. ‘Does Block wait
on you properly?’
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‘Oh yes, thank you,’ said Julian, standing up
politely. ‘We are having a very nice time here. We
think Sarah is a wonderful cook!’

‘Ah, that’s good, that’s good,’ said Mr Lenoir.
The children waited impatiently for him to go.
They were so afraid that Timmy would bark again.
But Mr Lenoir seemed in no hurry.

And then Timmy barked again! ‘Woof, woof,
woofl’



CHAPTER ELEVEN
George is worried

Mr Lenoir cocked his head on one side almost
like a startled dog, when he heard the muffled
barking. He looked at the children. But they made
no sigh of having heard anything. Mr Lenoir list-
ened a little while, saying nothing. Then he turned
to a drawing-book, belonging to Julian, and began
to look at the sketches there.

The children felt somehow that he was doing it
for the sake of staying in the schoolroom a little
longer. Into Julian’s mind came the quick suspi-
cion that somehow Mr Lenoir must have been told
of Timmy’s barking and come to investigate it for
himself. It was the first time he had ever come to
the schoolroom!

Timmy barked again, a little more distantly. Mr
Lenoir’s nose grew white at the tip. Sooty and Ma-
rybelle knew the danger-sign, and glanced at one
another. That white-tipped nose usually meant a
storm of temper!

‘Do you hear that noise?’ said Mr Lenoir, snap-
ping out the words.

‘What noise?’ asked Julian, politely.

Timmy barked again.

‘Don’t be foolish! There’s the noise againl’ said
Mr Lenoir. At that moment a gull called outside
the window, circling in the sea-breeze.

‘Oh —that gull? Yes, we often hear the gulls,’
said Dick, brightly. ‘Sometimes they seem to mew
like a cat.’
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‘Pahl’ said Mr Lenoir, almost spitting out the
word. ‘I suppose you will say they also bark like a
dog?’

‘Well, they might, I suppose,” agreed Dick,
looking faintly surprised. ‘After all, if they can
mew like cats, there’s no reason why they
shouldn’t bark like dogs.’

Timmy barked again very joyfully. Mr Lenoir
faced the children, in a very bad temper indeed
now.

‘Can’t you hear that? Tell me what that noise
is!’

The children all put their heads on one side, and
pretended to listen very carefully. ‘I can’t hear
anything,’ said Dick. ‘Not a thing.’

‘I can hear the wind,’ said Anne.

‘I can hear the gulls again,’ said Julian, put-
ting his hand behind one ear.

‘I can hear a door banging. Perhaps that’s the
noise you mean,’ said Sooty, with a most innocent
expression. His stepfather gave him a poisonous
look. He could really be very unpleasant.

‘And there’s a window rattling,’ said Marybelle,
eager to do her bit too, though she felt very fright-
ened of her father, for she knew his sudden rages
very well.

‘I tell you, it’s a dog, and you know it!’ snapped
Mr Lenoir, the tip of his nose so white now that it
looked very strange indeed. ‘Where’s the dog?
Whose is he?’

‘What dog?’ began Julian, frowning as if he
were very puzzled indeed. ‘There’s no dog here that
I can see.’

Mr Lenoir glared at him, and clenched his fin-
ggrs. it was quite clear that he would have liked to

x Julian’s ears. ‘Then listen!’ he hissed. ‘Listen
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and say what you think could make that barking,
if not a dog?’

They were all forced to listen, for by now they
felt scared of the angry man. But fortunately
Timmy made no sound at all. Either he had let the
rat escape, or was now gobbling it up. Anyway,
there was not a single sound from him!

‘Sorry, but really I can’t hear a dog barking,’
said Julian, in rather an injured tone. '

‘Nor can II’ said Dick and the others joined in, .
saying the same. Mr Lenoir knew that this time
they were speaking the truth, for he too could not
hear anything.

‘When I catch that dog I will have him poi-
soned,’ he said, very slowly and clearly. ‘I will not
have dogs in my house.’

He turned on his heel and went out quickly,
which was a very good thing, for George was quite
ready to fly into one of her rages, and then there
would have been a real battlel Anne put her hand
on George’s arm to stop her shouting after Mr Le-
noir.

‘Don’t give the game away!’ she whispered.
‘Don’t say anything, Georgel’

George bit her lip. She had gone first red with
rage and then white. She stamped her foot.

‘How dare he, how dare he?’ she burst out.

‘Shut up, silly,’ said Julian. ‘Block will be back
in a minute. We must all pretend to be awfully
surprised that Mr Lenoir though there was a dog,
because, if Block can read our lips, he mustn’t
know the truth.”

Block came in with the pudding at that mo-
ment, his face as blank as ever. It was the most
curious face the children had ever seen, for there
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was never any change of expression on it at all. As
Anne said, it might have been a wax mask!

‘Funny how Mr Lenoir thought there was a dog
barking!’ began Julian, and the others backed him
up valiantly. If Block could indeed read their lips
he would be puzzled to know whether there had
been a dog barking or not!

The children escaped to Sooty’s room after-
wards, and held a council of war, ‘What are we to
do about Timmy?’ said George. ‘Does your step-
father know the secret way behind the walls of
Smuggler’s Top. Sooty? Could he possibly get in
and find Timmy? Timmy might fly at him, you
know.’

‘Yes, he might,” said Sooty, thoughtfully. ‘I
don’t know if Father does know about the secret
passages. I mean, I expect he knows, but I don’t
know if he guessed where the entrances are. I
found them out quite by accident.’

‘I'm going home,’ said George, suddenly. ‘I’'m
not going to risk Timmy being poisoned.’

‘You can’t go home alone,” said Julian. ‘It
would look funny. If you do, we’'d all have to, and
then we won’t have a chance to solve this mystery
with Sooty.’

‘No, for goodness’ sake don’t go and leave me
just now,’ said Sooty, looking quite alarmed. ‘It
would make my father furious, simply furious.’

George hesitated. She didn’t want to make
trouble for Sooty, whom she liked very much. But,
on the other hand, she certamly was not going to
risk danger to Timmy.

‘Well —I'll telephone my father and say I'm
homesick and want to go back,’ said George. ‘I’ll
say I miss Mother. It’s quite true, I do miss her.
You others can stay on here and solve the mystery.
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It wouldn’t be fair of you to try and keep me and
Timmy here when you know I'd worry every mo-
ment in case someone got into the secret passage
and put down poisoned meat for him to eat.’

The others hadn’t thought of this. That would
be terrible. Julian sighed. He would have to let
George have her own way after all.

‘All right. You telephone to your father,” he
said. ‘There’s a phone downstairs. Do it now if you
like. There won't be anyone about now, I don’t sup-
pose.’

George slipped down the passage, out of the
door there, and down the stairs to where the tele-
phone was enclosed in a dark little cupboard. She
dialled the number she wanted.

There was a long wait. Then she heard the buz-
zing noise —brr —brr —brr —that told her that
the telephone bell at Kirrin Cottage was ringing.
She began to plan what she should day to her
father. She must, she really must go home with
Timmy. She didn’t know how she was going to ex-
plain about Timmy —perhaps she needn’t explain
at all. But she meant to go home that day or the
next!

‘Brr —brr —brr —brr’ said the bell at the other
end. It went on and on, and nobody answered it.
She did not hear her father’s famillar voice —only
the bell that went on ringing. Why did nobody
answer?

The operator at the exchange spoke to her. ‘I'm
sorry, there’s no reply.’

George put down the receiver miserably. Per-
haps her parents were out? She would have to try
again later on.

Poor George tried three times, but each time
with the same result. No reply. As she was coming
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out of the telephone cupboard for the third time,
Mrs Lenoir saw her.

‘Have you been trying to telephone to your
home?’ she said. ‘Haven’t you heard any news?’

‘I haven’t had a letter yet,” said George. ‘I’ve
tried three times to telephone Kirrin Cottage but
each time there is no reply.’

‘Well, we heard this morning that it is im-
possible to live in Kirrin Cottage while the men are
hammering and knocking everywhere,” said Mrs
Lenoir, in her gentle voice. ‘We heard from your
mother. She said that the noise was driving your
father mad, and they were going away for a week
or 80, till things were better. But Mr Lenoir at once
wrote and asked them here. We shall know tomor-
row, because we have asked them to telephone a
reply. We could not get them on the telephone
today, of course, any more than you could, because
they have gone away already.’

‘Oh,’ said George, surprised at all this news and
wondered why her mother had not written to tell
her too.

‘Your mother said she had written to you,’ said
Mrs Lenoir. ‘Maybe the letter will come by the next
post. The posts are often most peculiar here. It will
be a pleasure to have your parents if they can
come. Mr Lenoir particularly wants to meet your
clever father. He thinks he is quite a genius.’

George said no more but went back to the
others, her face serious. She opened Sooty’s door,
and the others saw at once that she had had news
of some sort.

‘I can’t go home with Timothy,’ said George.
‘Mother and Father can’t stand the noise the work-
men make, and they have both gone away!’
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‘Bad luck!’ said Sooty. ‘All the same, I'm glad
you’ll have to stay here, George. I should hate to
lose you or Timmy.’

‘Your mother has written to ask my mother and
father to come and stay here too,” said George.
‘What I shall do about Timmy I don’t know! And
they are sure to ask questions about him too. I
can’t tell a downright lie and say I left him with
Alf the fisher-boy, or anything like that. I can’t
think what to do!’

‘We'll think of something,” promised Sooty.
‘Perhaps I can get one of the villagers to look after
him for us. That would br a very good idea.’

‘Oh yes!’ said George, cheering up. ‘Why didn’t
I think of that before? Let’s ask someone quickly,
Sooty.’ _

But it was impossible to do anything that day
because Mrs‘Lenoir asked them to go down into the
drawing-room after tea, and have a game with her.
So none of them could go out to find someone to
look after Timmy. ‘Never mind,” thought George.
‘He’ll be safe tonight on my bed! Tomorrow will be
soon enough.’

It was the first time that Mrs Lenoir had asked
them down to be with her. ‘You see, Mr Lenoir is
out tonight on important business,’ she explained.
‘He has had to go to the mainland with the car. He
doesn’t’ like his evenings disturbed when he is at
home, so I haven’t been able to see as much of you
all as I should have liked. But tonight I can.’

Julian wondered if Mr Lenoir had gone to the
mainland on smuggling business! Somehow the
smuggled goods must be taken across to the main-
land and if all that signalling business the other
night had to do with Mr Lenoir’s smuggling then
maybe he had now gone to dispose of the goods!
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The telephone bell rang shrilly. Mrs Lenoir got
up. ‘I expect that is your mother or father on the
phone,” she said to George. ‘Maybe I shall have
news for youl Perhaps your parents will be arriving
here tomorrow.’

She went out into the hall. The children waited
anxiously. Would George’s parents come or not?



CHAPTER TWELVE
Block gets a surprise

Mrs Lenoir came back after a time. She smiled
at George.

‘That was your father,’ she said. ‘He is coming
tomorrow, but not your mother. They went to your
aunt’s, and your mother says she thinks she must
stay and help her, because your aunt is not very
well. But your father would like to come, because
he wants to discuss his latest experiments with Mr
Lenoir, who is very interested in them. It will be
very nice to have him.’

The children would very much rather have had
Aunt Fanny instead of Uncle Quentin, who could
be very difficult at times. But still, he would prob-
ably be talking with Mr Lenoir most of the time, so
that would be all right!

They finished their game with Mrs Lenoir
and went up to bed. George was to get Timmy
to take him to her room. Sooty went to see
that the coast was clear. He could not see
Block anywhere. His stepfather was still away
from the house. Sarah was singing in the kit-
chen and the little kitchen-maid, Harriet, was
knitting there in a corner.

‘Block must be out,” thought Sooty, and went to
tell George that the coast was clear. As he went
across the landing to the long passage that led to
his own room, the boy noticed two black lumps
sticking out at the bottom of the thick curtains
drawn across the landing window. He looked at
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them in surprise, and then recognized them. He
grinned.

‘So old Block suspects we have a dog, and he
thinks it sleeps in George’s room or Julian’s, and
he’s posted himself there to watch!’ he thought.
‘Ahal I'll give friend Block a nasty shock!’

He ran to tell the others. George listened,
alarmed. But Sooty, as usual, had a plan.

‘We'll give Block an awful shock!’ he said. ‘I’ll
get a rope, and we’'ll all go down to the landing. I'll
suddenly yell out that there’s a robber hiding be-
hind the curtains and I’'ll pounce on Block, and
give him a few good punches. Then, with your
help, Julian and Dick, I'll fold him up well in the
curtains —a good jerk will bring them down on top
of him as well!l’

The others began to laugh. It would be fun to
play a trick on Block. He really was such an un-
pleasant fellow. A good lesson would do him no
harm.

‘While all the excitement is beginning I’'ll slip
by with Timmy,’ said George. ‘I only hope he won’t
want to join in! He might give Block a good nipl’

‘Well, hold on to Timmy firmly,” said Julian.
‘Get him into your room quickly. Now —are we
ready?’

They were. Feeling excited they crept down the
long passage that led to the door which opened out
on to the landing where Block was hiding. They
saw the curtains move very slightly as they came
along. Block was watching.

George waited with Timmy at the passage door,
not showing herself at all. Then, with a yell from
Sooty, a really blood-curdling yell that made both
George and Timmy jump, things began to happen!
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Sooty flung himself on the hidden Block with
all his might. ‘A robber! Help, a robber hiding
herel’ he shouted.

Block jumped, and began to struggle. Sooty got
in two or three well-aimed punches. Block had
often got him into trouble with his father, and now
Sooty was getting a bit of his own back! Julian and
Dick rushed to help.

A violent tug at the curtains brought them
down on Block’s head! Not only that, the curtain
pole descended on him too, and knocked him side-
ways. Poor Block —he was completely taken by
surprise, and could do nothing against the three
determined boys. Even Anne have a hand, though
Marybelle stood apart, enjoying the fun though not
daring to take part in it.

Just as it all began George slipped by with
Timmy. But Timmy could not bear to miss the fun.
He dragged behind George, and would not go with
her.
She tried to force him, her hand on his collar.
But Timmy had seen a nice fat leg waving about
near him, protruding from the curtain. He pounced
on it.

There was an agonized yell form Block. Cer-
tainly Timmy could nip hard with his sharp white
teeth. He worried at the kicking leg for a few sec-
onds, and then had a sharp slap from George.
Shocked, Timmy let go of the leg and humbly fol-
lowed his mistress. She never slapped him! She
must indeed be angry with him. With tail well
down Timmy followed her into the bedroom and got
under the bed at once. He poked his head out and
looked beseechingly at George with big brown eyes.

‘Oh, Timmy —I had to slap youl’ said George,
and she knelt down by the big dog and patted his
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head. ‘You see, you might have spoilt everything if
you’d been seen. As it is I’'m sure you bit Block and
I don’t know how we’re going to explain that! Lie
quietly now, old fellow.I’'m going out to join the
others.’

Timmy’s tail thumped softly on the floor.
George ran out of the room and joined the others
on the landing. They were having a fine game with
Block, who was vyelling and wriggling and
struggling for all he was worth. He was wrapped
up in the curtains like a caterpillar inside a cocoon.
His head was completely covered and he could see
nothing.

Suddenly Mr Lenoir appeared in the hall below,
with a very scared Mrs Lenoir beside him. ‘What'’s
all this?’ thundered Sooty’s stepfather. ‘Have you
gone mad? How dare you behave like this at this
time of night?’

‘We've caught a robber and tied him up,’
panted Sooty.

Mr Lenoir ran up the stairs two steps at a time,
nmazed. He saw the kicking figure on the ground
well-tied up in the heavy curtains. ‘A robber! Do
you mean a burglar? Where did you find him?’

‘He was hiding behind the curtains!l’ said
Julian. ‘We managed to get hold of him and tie
him up before he could escape. Could you call the
police?’ :

An anguished voice came from inside of the
curtains. ‘Let me gol I've been bitten! Let me go!’

‘Good heavens! You’ve got Block tied up there!’
anld Mr Lenoir, in amazement and anger. ‘Untie
him, quickly.’

‘But —it can’t be Block. He was hiding behind
those curtains at the window,’ protested Sooty.
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‘Do as you’re told,” commanded Mr Lenoir, get-
ting angry. Anne looked at the tip of his nose. Yes,
it was turning white, as usuall

The boys reluctantly undid the ropes. Block
angrily parted the curtains that enfolded him and
looked out, his usually blank face crimson with
rage and fright.

‘I won’t stand this sort of thingl’ he raged.
‘Look here, at my leg, sirl I've been bitten. Only a
dog could have done that. See my leg?’

Sure enough there were the marks of teeth on
his leg, slowly turning purple. Timmy had taken a
good nip, and almost gone through the skin.

‘There’s no dog here,’ said Mrs Lenoir, coming
timidly up the stairs at last. ‘You couldn’t have
been bitten by a dog, Block.’

‘Who bit him, then?’ demanded Mr Lenoir,
turning fiercely on poor Mrs Lenoir.

‘Do you think I could have bitten him, in my
excitement?’ suddenly said Sooty, to the enormous
surprise of the others, and to their immense
amusement. He spoke very seriously with a wor-
ried look on his face. ‘When I lose my temper, I
hardly know what I do. Do you think I bit him?’

‘Pah!’ said Mr Lenoir, in disgust. ‘Don’t talk
nonsense, boyl I'll have you punished if I think
you go about biting people. Get up, Block. You’re
not badly hurt.’

‘My teeth do feel a bit funny, now I come to
think of it,” said Sooty, opening and shutting his
mouth as if to see if they were all right. ‘I think
I'd better go and clean them. I feel as if I’ve got
the taste of Block’s ankle in my mouth. And it
isn’t nice.’

Mr Lenoir, driven to fury by Sooty’s im-
pudence, reached out swiftly to box the boy’s ears.
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But Sooty dodged and ran back up the passage.
‘Just going to clean my teeth!’ he called, and the
others tried to keep from laughing. The idea of
Sooty biting anyone was absurd. It was quite ob-
vious, however, that neither Mr nor Mrs Lenoir
guessed what had bitten Block.

‘Go to bed, all of you,’ordered Mr Lenoir. ‘I
hope I shall not have to complain of you to your
father tomorrow when he comes —or your uncle,
as it may be. I don’t know which of you are his
children, and which not. I'm surprised at you mak-
ing such a nuisance of yourselves in somebody
else’s house. Tying up my servant! If he leaves, it
will be your fault!’

The children hoped fervently that Block would
leave. It would be marvellous to have the deaf
blankfaced fellow out of the house. He was on the
watch for Timmy, they felt sure. He would snoop
about till he got Timmy or one of them into
trouble.

But Block was still there next morning. He
came into the schoolroom with the breakfast, his
face almost as blank as usual. He gave Sooty an
evil look.

‘You look out for yourself,” he said, in a curi-
ously soft voice. ‘You look out. Something’s going
t happen to you one of these days. Yes —and that
dog tool I know you’ve got a dog, see? You can’t
doeceive me.’

The children said nothing, but looked at one an-
other. Sooty grinned, and rapped out a cheerful
little tune on the table with his spoon.

‘Dark, dire, dreadful threats!’ he said. ‘You
look out for yourself too, Block. Any more snoop-
Ing about, and you’'ll find yourself tied up again —
you, and I might bite you again too. You never
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know. My teeth feel quite ready for it this morn-
ing.’
He bared his teeth at Block, who made no reply
at all, but merely looked as if he had not heard a
word. The man went out, and closed the door softly
behind him.

‘Nasty bit of work, isn’t he?’ said Sooty. But
George felt rather alarmed. She feared Block. There
was something cold and clever and bad about those
narrow eyes of his. She longed with all her heart to
get Timmy out of the house.

She got a terrible shock that morning! Sooty
came to her, looking agitated. ‘I say! What do you
think? Your father’s going to have my room. I've
got to sleep with Julian and Dick. Block is taking
all my things from my room to theirs this very
minute, with Sarah. I hope we shall have a chance
to get Tim out all right, before your father comes!’

‘Oh Sooty!’ said George, in despair. ‘I’'ll go and
see if I can get him at once.’

_ She went off, pretending to go to Marybelle’s
room for something. But Block was still in Sooty’s
room. And there he stayed, cleaning it all morningl

George was very worried about Timmy. He
would wonder why she hadn’t fetched him. He
would miss his walk. She hovered about the pas-
sage all morning, getting into Sarah’s way as she
carried clothes from Socoty’s old room to Julian’s.

Block gave George some curious looks. He
walked with a limp to show that his leg was bad
from the bite. He left the room at last and George
darted in. But Block returned almost at once and
she dashed into Marybelle’s room. Again Block left
and went down the passage, and again the desper-
ate little girl rushed into Sooty’s room.
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But Block was back before she could even open
the cupboard door. ‘What are you doing in this
room?’ he said, roughly. ‘I haven’t cleaned it all
morning to have children in here messing it up
again! Clear out of it!’

George went —and then once more waited for
Block to go. He would have to see to the luncheon
soon! He went at last. George rushed to the door of
Sooty’s room, eager to get poor Timmy.

But she couldn’t open the door. It was locked —
and Block had taken the key!



CHAPTER THIRTEEN
Poor George!

By now George was in despair. She felt as if she
was in a nightmare. She went to find Sooty. He
was in Julian’s room, next to hers, washing his
hands ready for lunch.

‘Sooty! I shall have to get into the secret pas-
sage the way you first took us in,” she said.
‘Through that little study-room of your father’s —
you know, where the sliding panels are.’

‘We can’t,’ said Sooty, looking rather alarmed.
‘He uses it now, and he’d half-kill anyone who
went in there. He's got the records of all his ex-
periments there, and he’s put them ready to show
your father.’

‘I don’t care,’ said George, desperately. ‘I’ve got
to get in there somehow. Timmy may starvel’

‘Not Timmy! He'll live on the rats in the pas-
sages!’ said Sooty. ‘Timmy could always look after
himself, I bet!’

‘Well, he’d die of thirst then,’ said George, ob-
stinately. ‘There’s no water in those secret passage.
You know that!’

George could hardly eat any lunch because she
was so worried. She made up her mind somehow to
get into that little study-room, and see if she could
open the entrance into the wall behind the panels.
Then she would slip in and get Timmy. She didn’t
care what happened; she was going to get Timmy.

‘I shan’t tell the others, though,’ she thought.
‘They would only try and stop me, or offer to do it
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themselves, and I don’t trust anyone but myself to
do this. Timmy’s my dog, and I'm going to save
him!’

After lunch, everyone went to Julian’s
room to discuss things. George went with
them. But after a few minutes she left them.
‘Back in a minute,’ she said. They took no no-
tice and went on discussing how to rescue
Timmy. It really did seem as if the only way
was to raid the study, and try and get into
the secret passage without being seen.

‘But my stepfather works there now,’ said
Sooty. ‘And I shouldn’t be surprised if he locks the
door when he leaves the room.’

George didn’t come back. After about ten
minutes Anne grew puzzled.

‘What can George be doing? It must be about
ten minutes since she went.’

‘Oh, she’s probably gone to see if my old room is
unlocked yet,’ said Sooty, getting up. ‘I'll peep out
and see if she’s about.’

She wasn’t. She didn’t seem to be anywhere! She
wasn’t in the passage that led to Sooty’s old room;
she couldn’t be in that room because it was still
locked, and she wasn’t in Marybelle’s room.

Sooty peeped in George’s own room, the one she
shared with Anne. But that was empty too. He
woent downstairs and snooped around a bit. No
(ivorgel

He went back to the others, puzzled.

‘I can’t find her anywhere,’ he said. ‘Where can
who be?’

Anne looked alarmed. This was such a strange
house, with strange happenings. She wished
(lnorge would come.
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‘She’s not gone into that little study-room, has
she?’ said Julian, suddenly. It would be just like
George to try and get into the lion’s den!’

‘I didn’t think of that,’ said Sooty. ‘Silly of me.
I'll go and see.’

He went down the stairs. He made his way cau-
tiously to his father’s study. He stood quietly out-
side the shut door. There was no sound from in-
side. Was his father there or not?

Sooty debated whether to open the door and peep
in or whether to knock. He decided to knock. Then,
if his father answered he could rush back upstairs
before the door could be opened, and his father
would not know whom to scold for the interrup-
tion.

So he knocked, very smartly, rap-rap.

‘Who’s that?’ came his stepfather’s irritable
voice. ‘Come in! Am I have no peace?’

Sooty fled upstairs at once. He went to the
others. ‘George can’t be in the study,’ he said. ‘My
stepfather’s there, and he didn’t sound in too good
a temper either.’

‘Then where can she be?’ said Julian, looking
worried. ‘I do wish she wouldn’t go off without
telling us where she’s going. She must be some-
where about. She wouldn’t go very far from
Timmy.’

They all had a good hunt over the house, even
going into the kitchen. Block was there, reading a
paper. ‘What do you want?’ he said. ‘You won’t get
it, whatever it is.’

‘We don’t want anything from you,’ said Sooty.
"How’s your poor bad bitten leg?’

Block looked so unpleasantly at them that they
all retreated from the kitchen in a hurry. Sooty put
Julian and Dick on guard, and went up to the staff
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bedrooms to see if by any chance George had gone
there. A silly idea, he knew, but George must be
somewherel

She wasn’t there, of course. The children went
back gloomily to Julian’s room. ‘This beastly
house!l’ said Julian. ‘I can’t say I like it. Sorry to
say so, Sooty, but it’s a weird place with a funny
feeling about it.’

Sooty was not hurt at all. ‘Oh, I agree with
you,’ he said. 'I’ve always thought the same my-
self. So has Mother, and so has Marybelle. It’s my
stepfather that likes it.’

‘Where is George?’ said Anne. ‘I keep on and on
trying to think. There’s only one place I’m certain
she’s not in —and that’s your stepfather’s study,
Sooty. Even George wouldn’t dare to go there while
your stepfather was there.’

But Anne was wrong. The study was the very
place where George was at that very momentl!

The little girl had made up her mind that it was
best to try an get in there, and wait for a chance to
open the sliding panel. So she had slipped down-
ntairs, gone across the hall, and tried the door of
the study. It was locked.

‘Blow!’ said George, desperately. ‘Everything is
ngainst me and Timmy. How can I get in? I must, I
must!’

She slopped out of the side-door near the study
and went into the little yard on to which the study-
window looked. Could she get in there?

But the window was barred! So that was no good
vither. She went back again, wishing she could find
the key to unlock the door. But it was nowhere to
bo scen.

Suddenly she heard Mr Lenoir’s voice in the
room across the hall. In a panic George lifted up
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the lid of a big wooden chest nearby, and climbed
hurriedly into it. She closed the lid over her, and
knelt there, waiting, heart beating fast.

Mr Lenoir came across the hall. He was going to
his study. ‘I shall get everything ready to show my
visitor when he comes,’ he called to his wife. ’Don’t
disturb me at all. I shall be very busy indeed.’

George heard the sound of a key being put into
the study door. It turned. The door opened and
shut with a click.

But it was not locked again from the inside.
George knelt in the dark chest and considered mat-
ters. She meant to get into that study. She meant
to get through the entrance into the secret passage,
where Tim was. That passage led from the study to
Sooty’s old bedroom, and somewhere in that pas-
sage was Timmy.

What she was going to do once she had Timmy
she didn’t quite know. Perhaps Sooty would take
him to someone who could look after him for her,
someone on Castaway Hill.

She heard the sound of Mr Lenoir coughing.
She heard the shuffling of papers. Then she heard
the click of a cupboard being opened and shut. Mr
Lenoir was evidently busyl

Then he gave an exclamation of annoyance. He
said something in an irritable voice that sounded
like ‘Now where did I put that?’

Then the door opened very suddenly and Mr Le-
noir came out. George had just time to close down
the lid, which she had opened to let in fresh air.
She knelt in the chest, trembling, as Mr Lenoir
passed there and went on across the hall.

George suddenly knew that this was her chance.
Mr Lenoir might be gone for a few minutes and
give her time to open that panel in the walll She
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lifted the lid of the chest, and jumped out quickly.
She ran into the study, and went to the place where
Sooty had pressed the panelling.

But before she could even run her fingers over
the smooth brown oak, she heard returning foot-
steps! Mr Lenoir had hardly been half a minute. He
was coming back at once.

In a panic poor George looked round for some-
where to hide. There was a large sofa against one
wall. George crawled behind it, finding just room
to crouch there without being seen. She was hardly
there before Mr Lenoir entered the room, shut the
door, and sat down at his desk. He switched on a
big lamp over it, and bent to look at some docu-
ments.

George hardly dared to breathe. Her heart
bumped ageinst her ribs and seemed to make a ter-
rible noise. it was very uncomfortable behind the
sofa, but she did not dare to-move.

She could not think what in the world to do. It
would be terrible to be there for hours! What would
the others think? They would soon be looking for
her.

They were. Even at that moment Sooty was out-
side the study door, pondering whether to go in or
to knock. He knocked smartly —rap-rap —and
George almost jumped out of her skinl!

She heard Mr Lenoir’s impatient voice. ‘Who’s
that? Come in! Am I to have no peace?’

There was no answer. No one came in. Mr Le-
noir called again. ‘Come in, I say!l’

Still no answer. He strode to the door and flung
it open angrily. No one was there. Sooty had fled
upstairs at once.

‘Those tiresome children, I suppose,” muttered
Mr Lenoir. ‘Well, if any of them comes and knocks
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again and goes away, I'll punish them properly.
Bed and bread and water for them!

He sounded fierce. George wished she was any-
where but in his study. What would he say if he
knew she was only three or four feet away from
him?

Mr Lenoir worked for about half an hour, and
poor George got stitter and stitter, and more and
more uncomfortable. Then she heard Mr Lenoir
yawn, and her heart felt lighter. Perhaps he would
have a napl That would be good luck. She might
creep out then, and try to get into the secret pas-
sage.

Mr Lenoir yawned again. Then he pushed his
papers aside and went to the sofa. He lay down on
it and pulled the rug there over his knees. He set-
tled himself down as if for a good sleep.

The sofa creaked under him. George tried to
hold her breath again, afraid that now he was so
near to her he would certainly hear her.

Soon a small snore came to her, ears. Then an-
other and another. Mr Lenoir was asleep! George
waited for a few minutes. The snores went on, a
little louder. Surely it would be safe now to creep
from her hiding-place?

George began to move, very cautiously and
quietly. She crept to the end of the sofa. She
squeezed out form behind it. Still the snores went
on.

She stood upright and went on tiptoe to the
panel that had slid aside. She began to press here
and there with her fingers, trying to find the spot
that would move the panel to one side.

She couldn’t seem to find it. She grew red with
anxiety. She cast a glance at the sleeping Mr Le-
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noir, and worked feverishly at the panel. Where
was the spot to press, oh, where was it?

Then a stern voice came from behind her, mak-
ing her jump almost out of her skin.

‘And what exactly do you think you are doing,
my boy? How dare you come into my study and
mess about likes this?’

George turned round and faced Mr Lenoir. He
always thought she was a boy! She didn’t know
what to say. He looked very angry indeed, and the
tip of his nose was already white.

George was frightened. She ran to the door, but
Mr Lenoir caught her before she opened it. He
shook her hard.

‘What were you doing in my study? Was it you
who knocked and ran away? Do you think it is
funny to play tricks like that? I'll soon teach you
that it isn’t!’

He opened the door and called loudly. ‘Block!
Come here! Sarah, tell Block I want him.’

Block appeared from the kitchen, his face as
blank as usual. Mr Lenoir wrote something down
quickly on a piece of paper and gave it to him to
read. Block nodded.

‘I’ve told him to take you to your room, lock
you in, and give you nothing but bread and water
for the rest of the day,” said Mr Lenoir, fiercely.
‘That will teach you to behave yourself in the fu-
ture. Any more nonsense and I'll whip you my-
wolf.’

‘My father won’t be very pleased when he hears
you're punishing me like this,” began George in a
trembling voice. But Mr Lenoir sneered.

‘Pah! Wait till he hears from me how you have
misbehaved yourself, and I am sure he will agree
with me. Now go, and you will not be allowed out
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of your room till tomorrow. I will make your ex-
cuses to your father, when he comes.’

Poor George was propelled upstairs by Block,
who was only too delighted to be. punishing one of
the children. As she came to. the door of the room
George shouted to the others who were in Julian's
room next door.

‘Julian! Dick! Help mel! Quick, help me!’



CHAPTER FOURTEEN
A very puzzling thing

Julian, Dick and the others rushed out at once,
just in time to see Block shove George roughly into
her room and shut the door. There was a click as he
locked it.

‘Herel What are you'doing?’ cried Julian, indig-
nantly.

Block took no notice, but turned to go. Julian
caught hold of his arm, and yelled loudly in his
ear. ‘Unlock that door at oncel Do you hear?’

Block gave no sign whether he had or not. He
shook off Julian’s hand, but the boy put it back
again at once, getting angry.

‘Mr Lenoir gave me orders to punish that girl,’
said Block, looking at Julian out of his cold, nar-
row eyes.

‘Well, you jolly well unlock that door,” com-
manded Julian, and he tried to snatch the key
from Block. With sudden vicious strength the man
lifted his hand and struck Julian, sending him
half across the landing. Then he went swiftly
downstairs to the kitchen.

Julian looked after him, a little scared. ‘The
brute!’ he said. ‘He’s as strong as a horse. George,
Ueorge, whatever happened?’

George answered angrily from the locked bed-
room. She told the others everything, and they list-
oned in silence. ‘Bad luck, George,” said Dick.
‘Poor old girll Just as you were feeling for the
opening to the passage tool’

313



‘I must apologise for my stepfather,’ said Sooty.
‘He has such a terrible temper. He wouldn’t have
punished you like this if he had thought you were
a girl. But he keeps thinking you're a boy.’

‘I don’t care,” said George. ‘I don’t care about
any punishment. It’s only that I'm so worried
about Timmy. Well, I suppose I’ll have to stay here
now, till I'm let out tomorrow. I shan’t eat any-
thing that Block brings me, you can tell him. I
don’t want to see his horrid face again!’

‘How shall I go to bed tonight?’ wailed Anne.
‘All my things are in your room, George.’

‘You’ll have to sleep with me,’ said little Mary-
belle, who looked very frightened. ‘I can lend you a
nightie. Oh dear —what will George’s father say
when he comes? I hope he will say that George is to
be set free at once.’ ‘

‘Well, he won’t,” said George, from behind the
locked door.*‘He’ll just.think I’ve been in one of
my bad moods, and he won’t mind my being pun-
ished at all. Oh dear —I wish Mother was coming
too.’

The others were very upset about George, as
well as about Timmy. Things seemed to be going
very wrong indeed. At tea-time they went to the
schoolroom to have tea, wishing they could take
G:orge some of the chocolate cake set ready for
them.

George felt lonely when the others had gone to
tea. It was five o’clock. She was hungry. She
wanted Timmy. She was angry and miserable, and
longed to escape. She went to the window and
looked out.

Her room looked straight down the cliff-side,
just as Sooty’s old room did. Below was the city-
wall that ran round the town, going unevenly up
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and down as it followed the contours of the hill-
side.

George knew that she could not jump down to
the wall. She might roll off it and fall straight
down to the marsh below. That would be horrible.
Then she suddenly remembered the rope-ladder
that they used when they got down into the pit
each day.

It had at first been kept in Marybelle’s room, on
the shelf in the cupboard, but since the children
had been scared by knowing that someone had tried
the handle of the door one morning, they had de-
cided to keep the ladder in George’s room for
safety. They were afraid that perhaps Block might
go snooping round Marybell’s room and find it. So
George had smuggled it to her own room, and hid-
den it in her suitcase, which she had locked.

Now, her hands shaking a little with excite-
ment, she unlocked her suitcase and took out the
rope-ladder. She might perhaps escape out of the
window with it. She looked out again, the rope in
her hands.

But windows overlooked the city-wall just there.
The kitchen too must be just below, and maybe
Block would see her climbing down. That would
never do. She must wait till it was twilight.

When the others came back she told them what
she was going to do, speaking in a low voice
through the door.

‘I’'ll get down on the wall, walk along it for
some way, and then jump down and creep back.’
she said. ‘You get some food for me somehow, and
I'll have it. Then tonight, when everyone has gone
to bed I'll get into the study again and find the way
through to the secret passage. Sooty can help me.
Then I can get Timmy.’
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‘Right,’ said Sooty. ‘Wait till it’s fairly dark be-
fore you go down the ladder, though. Block has
gone to his room with a bad headache, but Sarah
and Harriet are in the kitchen, and you don’t want
to be seen.’

So, when the twilight hung like a soft purple
curtain over the house, George slid down the rope-
ladder out of the window. She only needed to let
about a quarter of it out for it was far too long for
such a short distance.

She fastened it to the legs of her heavy little
oak bed. Then she climbed out of the window and
slid quietly down the rope-ladder.

She passed the kitchen window, which fortu-
nately had its blinds drawn down now. She landed
squarely on the old wall. She had brought a torch
with her so that she could see.

She debated with herself what to do. She did not
want to run any risk of coming up against either
Block or Mr Lenoir. Perhaps it would be best to
walk along the wall till she came to some part of
the town she knew. Then she could jump off and
make her way cautiously back up the hill, looking
out for the others.

So she began to walk along the broad top to the
old wall. It was very rough and uneven in places,
and many stones were missing. But her torch
showed a steady light and she did not miss her
footing.

The wall ran round some stables, then round
the backs of some quaint old shops. Then it ran
round a big yard belonging to some house, and
then round the house itself. Then down it went,
around some more houses.

George could look into those windows that were
not curtained. Lights shone out from them now. It
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was strange being able to see into the windows
without being seen. A little family sat at a meal in
one room, their faces cheerful and happy. An old
man sat alone in another, reading and smoking.

A woman sat listening to a radio, knitting, as
George silently walked on the wall outside her win-
dow. Nobody heard her. Nobody saw her.

Then she came to another house, a big one. The
wall ran close against it, for it was built where the
cliff ran steeply down to the marsh just there.

There was a lit window there. George glanced in
as.she passed. Then she stood still in great sur-
prise.

Surely, surely that was Block in there! He had
his back to her, but she could have sworn it was
Block. The same head, the same ears, the same
shoulders!

Who was he talking to? George tried to see —
and all at once she knew. He was talking to Mr
Barling, whom everyone said was a smuggler —the
smuggler of Castaway Hilll

But wait a minute —could it be Block? Block
was deaf, and this man evidently wasn’t. He was
listening to Mr Barling, that was plain, and was
answering him, though George could not hear the
words, of course.

‘I oughtn’t to be snooping like this,’ said George
to herself, ‘But it's very strange, very puzzling
and very interesting. If only the man would turn
round I'd know at once if it was Block!’

But he didn't turn. He just sat in his chair, his
back to George. Mr Barling, his long face lit up by
the nearby lamp, was talking animatedly, and
Block, if it was Block, was listening intently and
nodding his head in agreement every now and
again.
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George felt puzzled. If she only k

new for certain that it was Block! But why
should he be talking to Mr Barling —and wasn’t
he stone deaf after all then?

George jumped down from the wall into a dark
little passage and made her way through the town,
up to Smuggler’s Top. Outside the front door, hid-
ing in the shadows was Sooty. He laid his hand on
George’s arm, making her jump.

‘Come on in. I've left the side door open. We've
got a fine spread for you!’

The two slipped in at the side door, tiptoed past
the study, across the hall, and up to Julian’s bed-
room. Truly there was a spread there!

‘I went and raided the larder,” said Sooty, with
satisfaction. ‘Harriet was out, and Sarah had run
along to the post. Block has gone to bed for a rest,
because, he said, he had such an awful headache.’

‘Oh,’ said George, ‘then it couldn’t have been
Block I saw. And yet I'm as certain as certain can
be that it was!’

‘Whatever do you mean?’ asked the others, in
surprise. George sat down on the floor and began to
gobble up cakes and tarts, for he was terribly hun-
gry. Between her mouthfuls she told them how she
had got out of the window, walked along the city-
wall, and found herself unexpectedly by Mr Bar-
ling’s house.

‘And I looked into a lit window there, and saw
Block talking to Mr Barling —and listening to him
and answering him!’ she said.

The others could not believe this. ‘Did you see
his face?’ asked Julian.

‘No,’ said George, ‘But I'm certain it was Block.
Go and peep into his room and see if he’s there,
Sooty. He wouldn’t be back yet from Mr Barling’s,
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because he had a glass full of something or other,
which would take him some time to drink. Go and
peep.’

Sooty vanished. He came back quickly. ‘He’s in
bed!’ he said. ‘I could see the shape of his body and
the dark patch of his head. Are there two Blocks
then? Whatever does this mean?’



CHAPTER FIFTEEN
Strange happenings

It certainly was very puzzling —most of all to
George, who felt so certain it had been Block talk-
ing to the well-known smuggler. The others did not
feel so certain, especially as George admitted that
she had not seen his face.

‘Is my father here yet?’ asked George, sud-
denly, remembering that he was supposed to come
that evening.

‘Yes. Just arrived,’ said Sooty. ‘Just before
you came. I nearly got run over by the car!
Just hopped aside in time. I was out there
waiting for you.’

‘What are our plans?’ asked George. ‘I'll have
to get Timmy tonight, or he’ll be frantic. I think
I'd better go and climb back through my window
again now, in case Block comes along and finds
I’ve disappeared. I'll wait till everyone is in bed
and then I'll slip out of the window again, and you
must let me into the house, Sooty, please. Then I'll
go to the study with you and you must open the se-
cret way for me. Then I'll find Timmy and every-
thing will be all right.’

‘I don’'t see that everything will be all
right,” said Sooty, doubtfully. ‘But anyway,
your plan is the only one to follow. You’d bet-
ter get back into your room now, if you’ve had
enough to eat.’

‘I’ll take a few buns back with me,’ said George,
stuffing them into her pocket. ‘Sooty, come and
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knock at my door when everyone is in bed and I’ll
know then that it’s safe for me to slip out of the
window, and come into the house again.’

It wasn’t long before George was back in her
room once more —just in time too, for Block ap-
peared a little while after with a plate of dry bread
and a glass of water. He unlocked the door and put
them on the table.

‘Your supper,” he said. George looked at his
blank face and disliked it so much that she felt she
must do something about it. So she took up the
water and threw it deftly at the back of his head. It
dripped down his neck and made him jump. Block
took a step towards her, his eyes gleaming —but
Julian and Dick were by the door, and he did not
dare to strike her.

‘T’ll pay you back for that,” he said. ‘See? You
will never get that dog of yours back again!’

He went out and locked the door. Julian called
through as soon as he had gone.

‘What did you do that for, you idiot? He's a bad
enemy to make.’

‘I know. I just couldn’t help it somehow,’ said
George, forlornly. ‘I wish I hadn’t now.’

The others had to go down to see Mr Le-
noir. They left George feeling lonely. It was
horrid to be locked up like this, even though
she could escape through the window whenever
she wanted to. She listened for the others to
come back.

They soon did, and reported their meeting with
(ieorge’s father.

‘Uncle Quentin as awfully tired and a bit cross,
and frightfully annoyed with you for misbehav-
Ing,” said Julian, through the door. ‘He said you
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were to be locked up the whole of tomorrow too, if
you don’t apologise.’

George didn’t mean to apologise. She
couldn’t bear Mr Lenoir, with his false smiles
and laughter, and his sudden odd rages. She
said nothing.

‘We've got to go and have our supper now,’ said
Sooty. ‘We’ll save you some of it as soon as Block
goes out of the room. Look out for a knocking on
your door tonight. It’ll be me, telling you
everyone’s in bed.’

George lay on her bed, thinking. Many things
puzzled her. She couldn’t get them straight some-
how. The signaller in the tower —the peculiar man,
Block —Mr Barling’s talk to a man who looked so
like Block; but Block was all the time in his bed at
home. As she lay thinking, her eyes closed, and she
fell asleep.

Anne went up to bed with Marybelle, and came
to whisper good-night to her. The boys all went into
the next room, for Sooty was now to share Julian’s
and Dick’s bedroom. George woke up enough to say
good-night and then slept again.

At midnight she awoke with a jump. Someone
was knocking softly and impatiently on her door.
It was Sooty.

‘Coming!l’ whispered George through the door,
and took up her torch. She went to the window and
was soon safely down the rope-ladder. She jumped
down from the wall, and went to the side door of
the house. Sooty was there. She slipped in thankc
fully.

‘Everyone’s gone to bed,” whispered Sooty. ‘l
thought your father and my stepfather were neveg
going. They stayed talking in the study for ages!’
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‘Come on. Let’s go there,” said George, impa-
tiently. They went to the study door, and Sooty
turned the handle.

It was locked again! He pushed hard, but it
wasn’t a bit of good. It was well and truly locked!

‘We might have thought of that,’ said George,
in despair. ‘Blow, blow, blow! What are we to do
now?’

Sooty thought for a few moments. Then he
spoke in a low voice, in George’s ear.

‘There’s only one thing left to do, George. I
must creep into your father’s room —my old bed-
room —when he is asleep —and I must get into the
cupboard there, open the entrance to the secret pas-
sage, and slip in that way. I’ll find Timmy and
bring him back the same way, hoping that your
father won’t wakel’

‘Oh! Would you really do that for me?’ said
George, gratefully. ‘You are a good friend, Sooty!
Would you rather I did it?’

‘No. I know the way up and down the pas-
nage better than you do,” said Sooty. ‘It’s a
bit frightening to be all alone there at mid-
night too. I'll go.’

George went with Sooty up the stairs, across the
wide landing, to the door at the end of the passage
that led to Sooty’s old room, where George’s father
was now sleeping. When they got there, George
pulled his arm.

‘Sooty! The buzzer will go as soon as you open
the door —and it will wake my father and warn
him.’

‘Idiot! I disconnected it as soon as I knew my
rwom was to be changed,” said Sooty, scornfully.
‘As if I wouldn’t think of thatl’
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He opened the door that led into the passage.
He crept up to his old room. The door was shut. He
and George listened intently.

‘Your father sounds a bit restless,” said Sooty.
‘T’ll wait my chance to creep in, George, and then,
as soon as possible, I'll slip into the cupboard and
open the secret passage to find Tim. As soon as
I've got Timmy I'll bring him along to you. You
could wait in Marybelle’s room if you liked. Anne’s
there too.’

George crept into the room next door,
where Anne and Marybelle lay fast asleep. She
left the door open, so that she might hear
when Sooty returned. How lovely it would be
to have dear old Timmy again! He would lick
her and lick her.

Sooty crept into the room where George’s
father lay, half-asleep. He made no sound. He
knew every creaking board and avoided them.
He made his way quietly to a big chair,
meaning to hide behind it till he was certain
George’s father was sound asleep.

For some time the man in the bed tossed
and turned. He was tired with his long jour-
ney, and his mind was excited with his talk
with Mr Lenoir. He muttered now and again,
and Sooty began to feel he would never be
sound asleep! He grew sleepy himself, and
yawned silently.

At last George’s father grew quiet and peaceful.
No more creaks came from the bed. Sooty cautlous
ly moved out from behind the chair.

Then suddenly something startled him. He
heard a sound over by the window! But what could
it be? It was a very small sound, like a tiny creak
of a door.
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The night was rather dark, but the window, its
curtains pulled right back, could easily be seen as a
square of grey. Sooty fixed his eyes on it. Was
someone opening the window?

No. The window did not move. But something
strange was happening under it, near the sill.

A big window-seat was built in under the
window, wide and comfortable. Sooty knew it
welll He had sat on it hundreds of times to
look out of the window. Now, what was hap-
pening to it?

It looked as if the top, or lid of the seat
was slowly moving upwards, bit by bit. Sooty
was puzzled. He had never known it could be
opened like that. It had always been screwed
down, and he had thought it was just.-a seat
and nothing else. But now it looked as if
someone had unscrewed the top, and had hid-
den himself inside, lifting up the top like a
lid when he thought it was safe.

Sooty stared at the upward-moving lid, quite
fascinated. Who was in there? Why had he hid-
den? It was rather frightening, seeing the lid move
slowly, bit by bit.

At last the lid was wide open and rested
against the window-pane. A big figure cau-
tiously and slowly got out, not making the
slightest sound. Sooty felt his hair rising up
on his head. He was afraid, terribly afraid. He
could not utter a sound.

The figure tiptoed over to the bed. He made a
quick and sudden movement, and there was a
stifled sound from George’'s father. Sooty guessed
he had been gagged. so that he could not cry out.
Still the boy could not move or speak. He had never
been so scared in all his life.
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The intruder lifted the limp body from the
bed, and went to the window-seat. He put
George’s father into the darkness there. What
he had done to make him unable to struggle
Sooty didn’t know. He only knew that poor
George’s father was being put down in the
window-seat, and couldn’t seem to move a
hand to help himself!

The boy suddenly found his voice. ‘Hil’ he
yelled. ‘Hil What are you doing? Who are you?’

He remembered his torch and switched it on. He
saw a face he knew, and cried out in surprise. ‘Mr
Barling!’

Then someone hit him a hard blow on the head
and he remembered nothing more at all. He did not
know that he was lifted into the window-seat too.
He did not know that the intruder followed after
him. He knew nothing.

George, awake in the next room, suddenly heardl
Sooty’s voice crying out. ‘Hil’ she heard. ‘Hi, wha,
are you doing? Who are you?’ And then, as she
slipped out of bed, she heard the next cry. ‘Mr Bar-
ling!l’ '

George was extremely startled. What was goin,
on next door? She fumbled about for her torch;
Anne and Marybelle were still asleep. George cov:
not find her torch. She fell over a chair and bang
her head.

When at last she had fond her torch she ti
toed, trembling, to the door. She shone her torc
and saw that the door next to hers was a little ajar;
just as Sooty had left it, when he had crept insi
She listened. There was absolutely no sound at
now. She had heard a small bumping noise aftef
Sooty’s last cry, but she didn’t know what it was. :
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She suddenly put her head round the door of
her father’s room, and shone her torch again. She
stared in surprise. The bed was empty. The room
was empty. There was no one there at alll She
flashed her torch all round. She opened the cup-
board door fearfully. She looked under the bed. She
“was, in fact, extremely brave.

At last she sank down on the window-seat,
frightened and puzzled. Where was her father?
Where was Sooty? Whatever had been happening
here that night?



CHAPTER SIXTEEN
Next moming

As George sat by the window, on the very seat
into which everyone had unaccountably disap-
peared, though she did not know it, she heard a
faint sound from the passage.

Quick as lightning the girl slipped under the
bed. Someone was creeping down the long passagel
George lay silently on the floor, lifting the valance
a little to try and see who it was. What strange
things were going on tonight!

Someone came in at the door. Someone stopped
there, as if to look and listen. Then someone crept
over to the window-seat.

George watched and listened, straining her eyes
in the darkness. She dimly saw the someone out-
lined against the grey square of the window. He
was bent over the window-seat.

He showed no light at all. But he made some
curious little sounds. First came the sound of his
fingers tapping about on the closed lid of the seat.
Then came the clink of something metallic, and a
very faint squeaking. George could not imagine
what the man —if it was a man —was doing.

For about five minutes the someone worked
away at his task in the darkness. Then, as quietly
as he had come, he went away. George couldn’t
help thinking it was Block, though his outline
against the dark-grey of the window was too dim to
recognise. But he had once given a little cough
exactly like Block so often gave. It must be Block!
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But whatever was he doing in her father's viwm at
night, on the window-seat?

George felt as if she was in a bad dream. T'he
strangest things happened and kept on happening,
and they didn’t seem to make sense at all. Who
was her father? Had he left his room and gone
wandering over the house? Where was Sooty, and
why had he called out? He wouldn’t have shout«xl
out like that, surely, if her father had been asleep
in the room!

George lay under the bed, shivering, for a little
while longer. Then she rolled out softly and went
out of the door. She crept down the long passage to
the end. She opened the door there and peeped out.
The whole house was in darkness. Little sounds
came to George’'s ears —a window rattling faintly,
the creak of some bit of furniture —but nothing
else.

She had only one thought in her mind, and that
was to get to the boy’s room and tell them the mys-
terious things that had happened. Soon she was
across the landing, and had slipped through the
door of Julian’s bedroom. He and Dick were awake,
of course, waiting for Sooty to come with Timmy
and George.

But only George arrived. A scared George, with
a very very curious story to tell. She wrapped her-
self in the eiderdown on Julian’s bed, and told
what had happened, in whispers.

They were amazed. Uncle Quentin gonel Sooty
disappeared! Someone creeping into the room and
fiddling about on the window-seat! What did it all
mean?

‘We’ll come to Uncle Quentin’s room with you,
straight away now,’ said Julian, pulling on a
dressing-gown, and hunting about for his slippers.
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‘I’'ve got a feeling that things are getting pretty
serious.’

They all padded off to the other rooms. They
went into Marybelle’s room and woke her and
Anne. Both little girls felt scared. Scon all five
children were in the next room, from which
George’s father and Sooty had so strangely van-
ished.

Julian shut the door, drew the curtains and
switched on the light. At once they all felt better. It
was 80 horrid to grope about in the dark with tor-
ches.

They looked round the silent room. There was
nothing there to show them how the others had
disappeared. The bed was crumpled and empty. On
the floor lay Sooty’s torch, where it had fallen.

George repeated again what she had thought
she had heard Sooty call out, but it made no sense
to anyone. ‘Why call out Mr Barling’s name, when
there was only your father in the room?’ said
Julian. ‘Surely Mr Barling wasn’t hiding here —
that would be nonsense. He has nothing to do with
your father, George.’

‘I know. But I'm sure it was Mr Barling’s name
that I heard Sooty call out,’” said George. ‘Do you
think —oh yes, do you think Mr Barling could
possibly have crept through the secret opening in
the cupboard, meaning to do some dirty work or
other —and have gone back the same way, taking
the others with him because they discovered him?’

This seemed a likely explanation, though not a
very good one. They all went to the cupboard and
opened it. They groped between the clothes for the
secret opening. But the little iron handle set there
to pull on the stone at the back was gonel Someone
had removed it —and now the secret passage could
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not be entered, for there was no way of opening it
just therel

‘Look at that!’ said Julian in astonishment.
‘Someone’s been tampering with that too. No,
George, the midnight visitor, whoever he was,
didn’t go back that way.’

George looked pale. She had been hoping to go
and fetch Timmy, by slipping through the secret
opening in the cupboard. Now she couldn’t. She
longed for Timmy with all her heart, and felt that
if only the big faithful dog were with her things
would seem much brighter.

‘I’m sure Mr Lenoir is at the bottom of all this!’
said Dick. ‘And Block too. I bet that was Block you
saw in here tonight, doing something in the dark,
George. I bet he and Mr Lenoir are hand in glove
with each other over something.’

‘Well, then —we can’t possibly go and tell them
what has happened!’ said Julian. ‘If they are at the
bottom of all these weird happenings it would be
foolish to go and tell them what we know. And we
can’t tell your mother, Marybelle, because she
would naturally go to your father about it. It’s a
puzzle to know what to dol’

Anne began to cry. Marybelle, frightened and
puzzled, at once began to sob too. George felt tears
pricking the backs of her eyelids, but she blinked
them away. George never cried!

‘I want Sooty,’” wept Marybelle, who adored her
cheeky, daring brother. ‘Where’s he gone? I'm
sure he’s in danger. I do want Sooty.’

‘We’ll rescue him tomorrow, don’t you worry,’
said Julian, kindly. ‘We can’t do anything tonight,
though. There’s nobody at Smuggler’s Top we can
possibly get advice or help from, as things are. I
vote we go to bed, sleep on it, and make plans in
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the morning. By that time Sooty and Uncle Quen-
tin may have turned up again. If they haven’t, Mr
Lenoir will have to be told by someone, and we’ll
see how he behaves! If he’s surprised and upset,
we’ll soon know if he has had anything to do with
this mystery or not. He’ll have to do something —
go to the police, or have the house turned upside
down to find the missing people. We’ll soon see
what happens.’

Everyone felt a little comforted after this long
speech. Julian sounded cheerful and firm, though
he didn’t feel at all happy, really. He knew, better
than any of others, that something very strange,
and probably dangerous was going on at
Smuggler’s Top. He wished the girls were not
there.

‘Now listen,’ he said. ‘George, you go and sleep
with Anne and Marybelle next door. Lock your
door and keep the light on. Dick and I will sleep
here, in Sooty’s old room, also with the light on, so
you'll know we are quite nearby.’

It was comforting to know that the two boys
were so near. The three girls went at last into Ma-
rybelle’s room, tired out. Anne and Marybelle got
into bed again, and George lay down on a small but
comfortable couch, pulling a thick rug over -her. In
spite of all the worry and excitement the girls were
soon asleep, quite exhausted.

The boys talked a little, as they lay in Sooty’s
old bed, where their Uncle Quentin had been asleep
some time before. Julian did not think anything
more would happen that night. He and Dick fell
asleep, but Julian was ready to wake at the slight-
est noise.

Next morning they were awakened by a most
surprised Sarah, who had come in to draw the cur-
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tains and bring George’s father a pot of early-
morning tea. She could not believe her eyes when
she saw the two boys in the visitor’s bed —and no
visitor!

‘What’s all this?’ sald Sarah, gaping. ‘Where’s
your uncle? Why are you here?’

‘Oh, we’ll explain later,” said Julian, who did
not want to enter into any details with Sarah, who
was a bit of a chatterbox. ‘You can leave the tea,
Sarah. We'd like it!’

‘Yes, but where’s your uncle? Is he in your
room?’ said the puzzled Sarah. ‘What’s up?’

‘You can go and look in our room if you like
and see if he’s there,’ said Dick, wanting to get rid
of the amazed woman. She disappeared, thinking
that the household must be going mad. She left the
hot tea behind, though, and the boys at once took it
into the girl’s room. George unlocked the door for
them. They took it in turns to sip the hot tea from
the one cup.

Presently Sarah came back, with Harriet and
Block. Block’s face was as blank as usual.

‘There’s nobody in your room, Julian,” began
Sarah. Then Block gave a sudden exclamation and
stared at George angrily. He had thought she was
locked in her room —and here she was in Mary-
belle’s room, drinking teal

‘How did you get out?’ he demanded. ‘I'll tell
Mr Lenoir. You’'re in disgrace.’

‘Shut up,’ said Julian. ‘Don’t you dare to
speak to my cousin like that. I belive you're
mixed up in this curious business. Clear out,
Block.’

Whether Block heard or not, he have no sign of
going. Julian got up, his face set.
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‘Clear out of this room,’ he said, narrowing his
eyes. ‘Do you hear? I have a feeling that the police
might be interested in you, Block. Now clear out!’

Harriet and Sarah have little shrieks. The sud-
den mystery was too much for them. They gazed at
Block and began to back out of the room. Fortu-
nately Block went too, casting an evil look at the
determined Julian.

‘I shall go to Mr Lenoir,’ said Block, and disap-
peared.

In a few minutes along came Mr and Mrs Le-
noir to Marybelle’s room. Mrs Lenoir looked scared
out. of her life. Mr Lenoir looked puzzled and
upset.

‘Now, what’s all this?’ he began. ‘Block has
been to me with a most curious tale. Says your
father has disappeared, George, and...’

‘And so hag Sooty,” suddenly wailed Marybelle,
bursting into tears again.' ‘Sooty’s gone. He's gone
too.’

Mrs Lenoir gave a cry. ‘What do you mean?
How can he have gone? Marybelle, what do you
mean?’

‘Marybelle, I think I had better take charge of
the telling,’ said Julian, who was not going to let
the little girl give away all the things they knew.
After all, Mr Lenoir was piobably at the bottom of
everything, and it would be foolish to tell him what
they suspected about him.

‘Julian —tell me what has happened. Quickly!’
begged Mrs Lenoir, looking really upset.

‘Uncle Quentin disappeared from his bed last
night, and Sooty has vanished too,’ said Julian,
shortly. ‘They may turn up, of course.’

‘Julian! You are keeping back something,’ said
Mr Lenoir, suddenly, watching the boy sharply.
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‘You will tell us everything, please. How dare you
keep anything back at a moment like this?’

‘Tell him, Julian, tell him,” wailed Marybelle.
Julian looked obstinate, and glared at Marybelle.

The tip of Mr. Lenoir’s nose went white. ‘I am
going to the police,” he said. ‘Perhaps you will talk
to tllzem, my boy. They will knock some sense into
you

Julian was surprised. ‘Why —I shouldn’t have
thought you would want to go to the policel’ he
blurted out. ‘You've got too many secrets to hide!’



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
More and more puzzling

Mr Lenoir stared in the utmost amazement at
Julian. There was a dead silence after this remark.
Julian could have kicked himself for making it,
but he couldn’t unsay it now.

Mr Lenoir opened his mouth to say something
at last, when footsteps came to the door. It was
Block.

‘Come in, Block!’ said Mr Lenoir. ‘There seem to
have been peculiar happenings here.’

Block did not appear to hear, and remained out-
side the door. Mr Lenoir beckoned him in impa-
tiently.

‘No,’ said Julian, firmly. ‘What we have to say
is not to be said in front of Block, Mr Lenoir. We
don’t like him and we don’t trust him.’

‘What do you mean?’ cried Mr Lenoir,
angrily. ‘What do you know about my ser-
vants? I’ve known Block for years before he
came into my service, and he’s a most trust-
worthy fellow. He can’t help being deaf, and
that makes him irritable at times.’

Julian remained obstinate. He caught an angry
gleam in Block’s cold eyes, and glared back.

‘Well, this is incredible!’ said Mr Lenoir, trying
not to lose his temper. ‘I cant’ think what’s come
over everybody —disappearing like this —and now
you children talking to me as if I wasn’t master in
Kly own house. I insist that you tell me all you

now.’
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‘I'd rather tell it to the police,’ said Julian, hiu
eye on Block. But Block showed no trace of ex-
pression on his face.

‘Go away, Block,’ said Mr Lenoir at last, seeing
that there was no hope of getting anything out of
Julian while the servant was there. ‘You’'d better
all come down to my study. This is getting more
and more mysterious. If the police have got to
know, you may as well tell me first. I don’t want to
look a complete idiot in my own house in front of
them.’

Julian couldn’t help feeling a bit puzzled. Mr
Lenoir was not behaving as he had thought he
might behave. He seemed sincerely puzzled and
upset, and he was evidently planning to get the
police in himself. Surely he wouldn’t do that if he
had had a hand in the disappearances? Julian was
lost in bewilderment again.

Mrs Lenoir was now crying quietly, with Mary-
belle sobbing beside her. Mr Lenoir put an arm
round his wife and kissed Marybelle, suddenly ap-
pearing very much nicer than he had ever seemed
before. ‘Don’t worry,” he said, in a gentle voice.
‘We'll soon get to the bottom of this, if I have to
get the whole of the police force in. I think I know
who’s at the bottom of it alll’

That surprised Julian even more. He and the
others followed Mr Lenoir down to his study. It
was still locked. Mr Lenoir opened it and pushed
aside a great pile of papers that were on his desk.

‘Now —what do you know?’ he said to Julian
quietly. The children noticed that the top of his
nose was no longer white. Evidently he had got
over his burst of temper.

‘Well, I think this is a strange house, with a lot
of strange things happening in it,’” said Julian, not
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quite knowing how to begin. ‘I’m afraid, you won’t
like me telling the police all I know.’

‘Julian, don’t speak in riddles!’ said Mr Lenoir,
impatiently. ‘You act as if I were a criminal, in
fear of the police. I'm not. What goes on in this
house?’

“Well —the signalling from the tower, for in-
stance,’ said Julian, watching Mr Lenoir’s face.

Mr Lenoir gaped. It was clear that he was im-
mensely astonished. He stared at Julian, and Mrs
Lenoir cried out suddenly:

‘Signalling! What signalling?’

Julian explained. He told how Sooty had dis-
covered the light-flashing first, and then how he
and Dick had gone with him to the tower when
they had seen the flashing again. He described the.
line of tiny, pricking lights across the marsh from
the seaward side.

Mr Lenoir listened intently. He asked questlons i
about dates and times. He heard how the boys had :
followed the signaller to Block’s room, where he.
had disappeared.

‘Got out of the window, I suppose,’ said Mr Le
noir. ‘Block’s got nothmg to do with this, you c
rest assured of that. He is most faithful and loyal,
and has been a great help to me while he has beenj
here. I have an idea that Mr Barling is at the bot-;
tom of all this. He can’t signal from his house
the sea because it’s not quite high enough up the
hill, and is in the wrong position. He must have
been using my tower to signal from —coming hims<
self to do it tool He knows all the secret ways of
this house, better than I do! It would be easy fof
him to come here whenever he wanted to.’ ﬁ

The children thought at once that probably
Barling had been the signaller! They stared at
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Lenoir. They were all beginning to think that he
really and truly had nothing to do with the strange
goings-on after all.

‘I don’t see why Block shouldn’t know all this,’
said Mr Lenoir, getting up. ‘It’s plain to me that
Barling could explain a lot of the odd things that
have been happening. I'll see if Block has ever sus-
pected anything.’

Julian pursed his lips together. If Mr Lenoir
was going to tell everything to Block, who certainly
must be in the plot somehow, he wasn’t going to
tell him anything more!

‘T’ll see what Block thinks about everything,
and then if we can’t solve this mystery ourselves,
we'll get in the police,” said Mr Lenoir, going out
of the room.

Julian did not want to say anything much in
front of Mrs Lenoir. So he changed the subject
completely.

‘What about breakfast?’ he said. ‘I’'m feeling
hungry!’

So they all went to have breakfast, though Ma-
rybelle could eat nothing at all, because she kept
thinking of poor Sooty.

‘I think,’ said Julian, when they were alone at
the table, ‘I rather think we’ll do a little mystery-
wolving ourselves. ‘I'd like a jolly good look round
that room of your father’s, George, to begin with.
There must be some other way of getting out of
there, besides the secret passage we know.’

‘What do you think happened there last night?’
said Dick.

‘Well, I imagine that Sooty went there and hid,
lo wait until it was safe to try and get into the se-
oret passage as soon as Uncle Quentin was asleep,’
said Julian, thoughtfully. ‘And while he was hid-
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ing, someone came into that room from some-
where, to kidnap Uncle Quentin. Why, I don’t
know, but that’s what I think. Then Sooty yelled
out in surprise, and got knocked on the head or
something. Then he and Uncle Quentin were kid-
napped together, and taken off through some se-
cret way we don’t know.’

‘Yes,’ said George. ‘And it was Mr Barling who
kidnapped them! I distinctly heard Sooty yell out
«Mr Barlings». He must have switched on his torch
and seen him.’

‘They are quite probably hidden somewhere in
Mr Barling’s house,’ said Anne, suddenly.

‘Yes!’ said Julian. ‘Why didn’t I think of that?
Why, that’s just where they would be, of course.
I’ve a jolly good mind to go down and have a look!’

‘Oh, let me come too,’ begged George.

‘No,’ said Julian. ‘Certainly not. This is rather
a dangerous adventure, and Mr Barling is a bad
and dangerous man. You and Marybelle are cer-
tainly not to come. I'll take Dick.’

‘You are absolutely mean!’ began George, her
eyes flashing. ‘Aren’t I as good as a boy? I'm going
to come.’

‘Well, if you’re as good as a boy, which I admit
you are,’ said Julian, ‘can’t you stay and keep an
eye on Anne and Marybelle for us? We don’t want
them kidnapped too.’

‘Oh, don’t go, George,” said Anne. ‘Stay here
with us.’

‘I think it's mad to go, anyhow,’ said George.
‘Mr Barling wouldn’t let you in. And if you did get
in you wouldn’t be able to find all the secret places
in his house. There must be as many, and more, an
there are here.’ .
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Julian couldn’t help thinking George wan right.
Still, it was worth trying.

He and Dick set out after breakfast, and wont
down the hill to Mr Barling’s. But when they got
there they found the whole house shut up. Nobody
answered their knocking and ringing. The curtains
were drawn across the closed windows, and no
smoke came from the chimney.

‘Mr Barling’s gone away for a holiday,’ said the
gardener who was working in the next door flower-
beds. ‘Went this morning, he did. In his car. All
his servants have got a holiday too.’

‘Ohl’ said Julian, blankly. ‘Was there anyone
with him in the car —a man and a boy, for in-
stance?’

The gardener looked surprised at this question,
and shook his head.

‘No. He was alone, and drove off himself.’

‘Thanks,” said Julian, and walked back with
Dick to Smuggler’s Top. This was most odd. Mr
Barling had shut up the house and gone off with-
out his captives! Then what had he done with
them? 'And why on earth had he kidnapped Uncle
Quentin? Julian remembered that Mr Lenoir had
not put forward any reason for that. Did he know
one, and hadn’t wanted to say what it was? It was
all most puzzling.

Meantime George had been doing a little
snooping round on her own. She had slipped
into Uncle Quentin’s room, and had had a re-
ally good round everywhere to see if by chance
there was another secret passage Sooty hadn’t
known about.

She had tapped the walls. She had turned back
the carpet and examined every inch of the floor.
She had tried the cupboard again, and wished she
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could get through into the secret passage there and
find Timmy. The study door downstairs was again
locked, and she did not dare to tell Mr Lenoir about
Timmy and ask his help.

George was just about to leave the quiet
room when she noticed something on the floor
near the window. She bent to pick it up. It
was a small screw. She looked round. Where
had it come from?

At first she couldn’t see any screws of the
same size at all. Then her eyes slid down ta
the window-seat. There were screws there,
screwing down the top oaken plank to the
under ones that supported it.

Had the screw come out of the window-seat?,
Why should it, anyway? The others there were all|
screwed down tightly. She examined one. Then shea
gave a low cry.

‘One’s missing. The one in the middle of thmﬂ
side. Now just let me think.’ 4

She remembered last night. She remembered;
how someone had crept in, while she had hlddenf
under the bed, and had fiddled about by the win<
dow, bending over the polished window-seat. Sh
remembered the little noises —the metallic clmk
and the tiny squeaks. It was screws being screw
into the seatl

‘Someone screwed down the window-seat lasf
night —and in the darkness, dropped one of thd
little screws,’ thought George, beginning to feel exs
cited. ‘Why did he screw it down? To hide some
thing? What’s in this window-seat? It sounds hap
low enough. It never lifted up. I know that. It wi
always screwed down, because I remember looking
for a cupboard under it, like the one we have §!
home, and there wasn’t one.’
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George began to feel certain there was some se-
cret about the window-seat. She rushed off to get a
screwdriver. She found one and hurried back.

She shut the door and locked it behind her in
case Block should come snooping around. Then she
set to work with the screwdriver. What would she
find in the window-seat? She could hardly wait to
seel



CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
Curious discoveries

Just as she had unscrewed almost the last screw
there came a tapping at the door. George jumped
and stiffened. She did not answer, afraid that it
was Block, or Mr Lenoir.

Then, to her great relief, she heard Julian’s
voice. ‘Georgel Are you in here?’

The little girl hurried across to the door and un-
locked it. The boys came in, looking surprised, fol-
lowed by Anne and Marybelle. George shut the door
and locked it again.

‘Mr Barling’s gone away and shut up the
house,’ said Julian. ‘So that’s that. What on earth
are you doing, George?’

‘Unscrewing this window-seat,” said George,
and told them about the screw she had found on
the door. They all crowded round her, excited.

‘Good for you, Georgel’ said Dick. ‘Here, let me
finish the unscrewing.’

‘No, thanks. This is my job!’' said George. She
took out the last screw. Then she lifted the edge of
the window-seat. It came up like a lid.

Everyone peered inside, rather scaredy
What would they see? To their great surprisg
and disappointment they saw nothing but a
empty cupboard! It was as if the window-sealt
was a box, with the lid screwed down fof
people to sit on.

‘Well —what a disappointment!’ said Dick.
shut down the lid. ‘I don’t expect you heard anyonj
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screwing down the lid, really, George. It might
have been your imagination.’

‘Well, it wasn’t,” said George, shortly. She op-
ened the lid again. She got right into the box-like
window-seat and stamped, and pressed with her
feet.

And quite suddenly, there came a small creak-
ing noise, and the bottom of the empty window-seat
fell downwards like a trap-door on a hingel

George gasped and clutched at the side. She
kicked about in air for a moment and then scram-
bled out. Everyone looked down in silence.

They looked down a straight yawning hole,
which, however, came to an end only about eight
feet down. There it appeared to widen out, and, no
doubt, entered a secret passage which ran into one
of the underground tunnels with which the whole
hill was honeycombed. It might even run to Mr
Barling’s house.

‘Look at that!’said Dick. ‘Who would have
thought of that? I bet even old Sooty didn’t know
about this.’

‘Shall we go down?’ said George. ‘Shall we see
where it goes to? We might find old Timmy.’

There came the noise of someone trying the
handle of the door. It was locked. Then there was
an impatient rapping, and a cross voice called out
sharply:

‘Why is this door locked? Open it at oncel What
are you doing in there?’

‘It’s Father!’ whispered Marybelle, with wide
eyes. ‘I'd better unlock the door.’

George shut the lid of the window-seat down at
once, quietly. She did not want Mr Lenoir to see
their latest discovery. When the door was opened
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Mr Lenoir saw the children standing about, or sit-
ting on the window-seat.

‘I’ve had a good talk to Block,’ he said, ‘and, as
I thought, he doesn’t know a thing about all the
goings-on here. He was most amazed to hear about
the signalling from the tower. But he doesn’t think
it’s Mr Barling. He thinks it may be a plot of some
sort against me.’

‘Oh!’ said the children, who felt that they would
not believe Block so readily as Mr Lenoir appeared
to.

‘It’s quite upset Block,” said Mr Lenoir. ‘He
feels really sick, and I’ve told him to go and have a
rest till we decide what to do next.’

The children felt that Block would not be so eas-
ily upset as all that. They all suspected at once that
he would not really go to rest, but would probably
sneak out on business of his own.

‘I’ve some work to attend to for a little while,’
said Mr Lenoir. ‘I’ve rung up the police, but un-
luckily the Inspector is out. He will ring me direct-
ly he comes back. Now can you keep out of mis-
chief till I've finished my work?’

The children thought that was a silly question.
They made no reply. Mr Lenoir gave one of his
sudden smiles and little laughs, and went.

‘I'm going to pop along to Block’s room and see
of he really is there,” said Julian, as soon as Mr
Lenoir was out of sight.

He went to the wing where the staff bedrooms
were, and stopped softly outside Block’s. The door
was a little ajar, and Julian could see through the
crack. He saw the shape of Block’s body in the bed,

and the dark patch that was his head. The curtains _
were drawn across the window to keep out the™

light, but there was enough to see all this.
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Julian sped back to the others. ‘Yes, he’s in bed
all right,” he said. ‘Well, he’s safe for a bit. Shall
we have a shot at getting down to the window-seat
hole? I'd dearly like to see where it leads to!’

‘Oh yes!’ said everyone. But it was not an easy
job to drop eight feet down without being terribly
jolted! Julian went first and was very much jarred.
He called up to Dick: ‘We’ll have to get a bit of
rope and tie it to something up there, and let it
hang down the hole —it’s an awful business to let
yourself drop down.’

But just as Dick went to find a rope, Julian
called up again. ‘Oh, it’s all right! I've just seen
something. There are niches carved into the sides
of the hole —niches you can put foot or hand into.
I didn’t see them before. You can use them to help
you down.’

So down went everyone, one after another, feel-
ing for the niches and finding them. George missed
one or two, clawed wildly at the air, and dropped
down the last few feet, landing with rather a
bump, but she was not hurt.

As they had thought, the hole led to another se-
cret passage in the house, but this one went
straight downwards by means of steps, so that very
soon they went well below the level of the house.
Then they came into the maze of tunnels that
honeycombed the hill. They stopped.

‘Look here —we can’t possibly go any farther,’
said Julian. ‘We shall get lost. We haven’t got
Sooty with us now, and Marybelle isn’t any good at
finding the way. It would be dangerous to wander
about.’

They could hear the hollow sound of footsteps
coming from a tunnel to the left of them. They all
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shrank back into the shadows, and Julian switched
off his torch.

‘It’s two peoplel’ whispered Anne, as two figures
came out of the nearby tunnel. One was very tall
and long. The other —yes, surely the other was
Block! If it wasn’t Block it was someone the exact
image of him.

The men were talking in low voices, answering
one another. How could it be Block, though, if he
could hear as well as that? Anyway, Block was
asleep in bed. It was hardly ten minutes since
Julian had seen him there. Were there two Blocks,
then? thought George, as she had once thought be-
fore.

The men disappeared into another tunnel, and
the bright light of their lanterns disappeared grad-
ually. The muffled rumble of their voices echoed
back.

‘Shall we follow them?’ said Dick.-

‘Of course not,” said Julian. ‘We might lose
them —and lose ourselves tool And supposing they
suddenly turned back and found us following
them? We should be in a horrid fix.’

‘I’'m sure the first man was Mr Barling,’ said
Anne, suddenly. ‘I couldn’t see his face because the
light of the lantern wasn’t on it —but he seemel
just like Mr Barling —awfully tall and long every-
wherel’

‘But Mr Barling’s gone away,’ said Marybelle.

‘Supposed to have gone awayl’ said George. ‘It
looks as if he’s come back, if it was him. I wonder
where those two have gone —to see my father and
Sooty, do you think?’

‘Quite likely,” said Julian. ‘Come on, let’s get
back. We simply daren’t wander about by ourselves
in these old tunnels. They run for miles, Sooty
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said, and cross one another, and go up and down
and round about —even right down to the marsh.
We should never, never find our way out if we got
lost.’

They turned to go back. They came to the end of
the steps they had been climbing, and found them-
selves at the bottom of the window-seat hole. It was
quite easy to pull themselves up by the niches in
the sides of the hole.

Soon they were all in the room again, glad to see
the sunshine streaming in at the window. They
looked out. The marshes were beginning to be
wreathed in mist once more, though up here the
hill was golden with sunlight.

‘I’'m going to put the screws back into the win-
dow-seat again,’ said Julian, picking up the screw-
driver and shutting down the lid. ‘Then if Block
comes here he won’t guess we’ve found this new
secret place. I'm pretty certain that he unscrewed
the seat so that Mr Barling could get into this
room, and then screwed it down again so that no
one would guess what had happened.’

He quickly put in the screws. Then he looked at
his watch.

‘Almost dinner-time, and I'm jolly hungry. I
wish old Sooty was here —and Uncle Quentin. I do
hope they’'re all right —and Timmy too,” said
Julian. ‘I wonder if Block is still in bed —or wan-
dering about the tunnels. I'm going to have a peep
again.’

He soon came back, puzzled. ‘Yes, he’s there all
right, safe in bed. It’s jolly funny.’

Block did not appear at lunchtime. Sarah said
he had asked not to be disturbed, if he did not ap-
pear.
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‘He does get the most awful sick headaches,’
she said. ‘Maybe he’ll be all right this afternoon.’

She badly wanted to talk about everything, but
the children had decide not to tell her anything.
She was very nice and they liked her, but somehow
they didn’t trust anyone at Smuggler’s Top. So
Sarah got nothing out of them at all, and retired in
rather a huff.

Julian went down to speak to Mr Lenoir after
the meal. He felt that even if the Inspector of
police was not at the police-station, somebody else
must be informed. He was very worried about his
uncle and Sooty. He couldn’t help wondering if Mr
Lenoir had made up the bit about the Inspector
being away, to put off time.

Mr Lenoir was looking cross when Julian
knocked at his study-door. ‘Oh, it’s you!’ he said to
Julian. ‘I was expecting Block. I’ve rung and rung
for him. The bell rings in his room and I can’t im-
agine why he doesn’t come. I want him to come to
the police-station with me.’

‘Good!’” thought Julian. Then he spoke aloud.
‘T’'ll go and hurry him up for you, Mr Lenoir. I
know where his room is.’

Julian ran up the stairs and went to the little
landing up which the back-stairs went to the staff
bedrooms. He pushed open Block’s door.

Block was apparently still asleep in bed! Julian
called loudly, then remembered that Block was
deaf. So he went over to the bed and put his hand
rather roughly on the lump of the shoulder be-
tween the clothes.

But it was curiously soft! Julian drew his hand
away, and looked down sharply. Then he got a real
shock.
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There was no Block in the bed! There was a big
ball of some sort, painted black to look like a head
almost under the sheets —and, when Julian threw
back the covers, he saw instead of Block’s body, a
large lumpy bolster, cleverly moulded to look like a
curved body!

‘That’s the trick Block plays when he wants to
slip off anywhere, and yet pretend he’s still herel’
said Julian. ‘So it was Block we saw in the tunnel
this morning — and it must have been Block that
George saw talking to Mr Barling yesterday, when
she looked through the window. He’s not deaf,
either. He’s a very clever —sly — double-faced —
deceitful ROGUE!’



CHAPTER NINETEEN
Mr Barling talks

Meantime, what was happening to Uncle Quen-
tin and Sooty? Many strange things!

Uncle Quentin had been gagged, and drugged so
that he could neither struggle nor make any noise,
when Mr Barling had crept so unexpectedly into
his room. It was easy to drop him down the hole in
the window-seat. He fell with a thud that bruised
him considerably.

Then poor Sooty had been dropped down
too, and after them had come Mr Barling,
climbing deftly gown by the help of the niches
in the sides.

Someone else was down there, to help Mr Bar-
ling. Not Block, who had been left to screw down
the window-seat so that no one might guess where
the victims had been taken, but a hard-faced ser-
vant belonging to Mr Barling.

‘Had to bring this boy, too —it’s Lenoir’s
son,’” said Mr Barling. ‘Snooping about in the |
room. Well, it will serve Lenoir right for .;
working against mel’

The two were half-carried, half-dragged
down the long flight of steps and taken into
the tunnels below. Mr Barling stopped and
took a ball of string from his pocket. He ;
tossed it to his servant.

‘Here you are. Tie the end to that nail over ,
there, and let the string unravel as we go. I -
know the way quite well, but Block doesn’t,:
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and he’ll be coming along to bring food to our
couple fo prisoners tomorrow. Don’t want him
to lose his way! We can tie the string up again
just before we get to the place I'm taking
them to, so that they won’t see it and use it
to escape by.’

The servant tied the string to the nail that Mr
Barling pointed out, and then as he went along he
let the ball unravel. The string would then serve as
a guide to anyone not knowing the way. Otherwise
it would be very dangerous to wander about in the
underground tunnels. For some of them ran for
miles.

After about eight minutes the little com-
pany came to a kind of rounded cave, set in
the side of a big, but rather low tunnel. Here
had been put a bench with some rugs, a box
to serve as a table, and a jug of water. Noth-
ing else.

Sooty by now was coming round from his blow
on the head. The other prisoner, however, still lay
unconscious, breathing heavily.

‘No good talking to him,’ said Mr Barling. ‘He
won’t be all right till tomorrow. We’ll come and
talk to him then. I'll bring Block.’

Sooty had been put on the floor. He suddenly
sat up, and put his hand to his aching head. He
couldn’t imagine where he was.

He looked up and saw Mr Barling, and then
suddenly he remembered everything. But how had
he got there, in this dark cave?

‘Mr Barling!’ he said. ‘What’s all this? What
did you hit me for? Why have you brought me
here?’

‘Punishment for a small boy who can’t keep
his nose out of things that don’t concern him!’
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said Mr Barling, in a horrid sarcastic voice.
‘You’ll be company for our friend on the
bench there. He’ll sleep till the morning, I'm
afraid. You can tell him all about it, then, and
say I'll be back to have a little heart-to-heart
talk with him! And see here, Pierre —you do
know, don’t you, the foolishness of trying to
wander about these old passages? I’ve brought
you to a little-known one, and if you want to
lose yourself and never be heard of again,
well, try wandering about, that’s alll’

Sooty looked pale. He did know the danger
of wandering about those lost old tunnels.
This one he was in he was sure he didn’t know
at all. He was about to ask a few more ques-
tions when Mr Barling turned quickly on his
heel and went off with his servant. They took
the lantern with them and left the boy in
darkness. He yelled after them.

‘Hi, you beasts! Leave me a light!’

But there was no answer. Sooty heard the foot-
falls going farther and farther away, and then
there was silence and darkness.

The boy felt in his pocket for his torch, but it
wasn’t there. He had dropped it in his bedroom. He
groped his way over to the bench, and felt about
for George’s father. He wished he would wake up.
It was so horrid to be there in the darkness. It was
cold, too.

Sooty crept under the rugs and cuddled close to
the unconscious man. He longed with all his heart
for him to wake up.

From somewhere there sounded the drip-drip-
drip of water. After a time Sooty couldn’t bear it.
He knew it was only drops dripping off the roof of
the tunnel in a damp place, but he felt he couldn’t
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bear it. Drip-drip-drip. Drip-drip-drip. If only it
would stopl

‘T’ll have to wake George’s father up!’ thought
the boy, desperately. ‘I must talk to someone!’

He began to shake the sleeping man, wondering
what to call him, for he did not know his surname.
He couldn’t call him ‘George’s father’! Then he re-
membered that the others called him Uncle Quen-
tin, and he began yelling the name in the drugged
man’s ear.

‘Uncle Quentin! Uncle Quentin! Wake up! Do
wake up! Oh, won’t you please wake up"”

Uncle Quentin stirred at last. He opened his
eyes in the darkness, and listened to the urgent
voice in his ear feeling faintly puzzled.

‘Uncle Quentin! Wake up and speak to me. I’'m
scared!’ said the voice. ‘UNCLE QUENTIN!’

The man thought vaguely that it must be
Julian or Dick. He put his arm round Sooty and
dragged him close to him. ‘It’s all right. Go to
sleep,’ he said. ‘What’s the matter, Julian? Or is it
Dick? Go to sleep.’

He fell asleep again himself, for he was
still half drugged. But Sooty felt comforted
now. He shut his eyes, feeling certain that he
couldn’t possibly go to sleep. But he did, al-
most at oncel He slept soundly all through the
night, and was only awakened by Uncle Quen-
tin moving on the bench.

The puzzled man was amazed to find his bed so
unexpectedly hard. He was even more amazed to
find someone in bed with him, for he remembered
nothing at all. He stretched out his hand to switch
on the reading-lamp which had been beside his bed
the night before.
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But it wasn’t therel Strange! He felt about and
touched Sooty’s face. What was this beside him? he
began to feel extremely puzzled. He felt ill, too.
What could have happened?

‘Are you awake?’ said Sooty’s voice. ‘Oh, Uncle
Quentin, I'm so glad you’'re awake. I hope you
don’t mind me calling you that, but I don’t know
your surname. I only know you are George’s father
and Julian’s uncle.’

‘Well —who are you?’ said Uncle Quentin, in
wonder.

Sooty began to tell him everything. Uncle Quen-
tin listened in the utmost amazement. ‘But why
have we been kidnapped like this?’ he said,
astonished and angry. ‘I never heard of such a
thing in my lifel’

‘I don’t know why Mr Barling has kidnapped
you —but I know he took me because I happened to
see what he was doing,’ said Sooty. ‘Anyway, he’s
coming back this morning, with Block, and he said
he would have a heart-to-heart talk with you. We'll
have to wait here, I'm afraid. We can’t possibly
find our way to safety in the darkness, through
this maze of tunnels.’

So they waited —and in due course Mr Bar-
ling did come, bringing Block with him. Block
carried some food, which was very welcome to
the prisoners.

‘You beast, Block!’ said Sooty, at once, as
he saw the servant in the light of the lantern.
‘How dare you help in this? You wait till my
ste})father hears about it! Unless he’s in it
too!’

‘Hold your tongue!l’ said Block.

Sooty stared at him. ‘So you can hear!’ he said.
‘All this time you’ve been pretending you can’t!
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What a sly fellow you arel What a lot of secrets

you must have learnt, pretending to be deaf, and

overhearing all kinds of things not meant for you.

Et:n:;m sly, Block, and you’re worse things than
a »

‘Whip him, Block, if you like,’ said Mr Barling,
sitting down on the box. ‘I’ve no time for rude boys
myself.’

‘I will,” said Block, grimly, and he undid a
length of rope from round his waist. ‘I’ve often
wanted to, cheeky little worm!’

Sooty felt alarmed. He leapt off the bench and
put up his fists.

‘Let me talk to our prisoner first,’said Mr
Barling. ‘Then you can give Pierre the hiding
he deserves. It will be nice for him to wait
for it.’

Uncle Quentin was listening quietly to all this.
He looked at Mr Barling, and spoke sternly.

‘You owe me an explanation for your strange
behavior. I demand to be taken to Smuggler’s Top.
You shall answer to the police for this!’

‘Oh no, I shan’t,” said Mr Barling, in a
curiously soft voice. ‘I have a very generous
proposal to make to you. I know why you have
come to Smuggler’s Top. I know why you and
Mr Lenoir are so interested in each other’s ex-
periments.’

‘How do you know?’ said Uncle Quentin.
‘Spying, I suppose!’

‘Yes —I bet Block’s been spying and reading
letters!’ cried Sooty, indignantly.

Mr Barling took no notice of the interruption.
‘Now, my dear sir,” he said to Uncle Quentin. ‘I
will tell you very shortly what I propose. I know
you have heard that I am a smuggler. I am. I make
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a lot of money from it. It is easy to run a
smuggling trade here, because no one can patrol
the marshes, or stop men using the secret path
that only I and a few others know. On favorable
nights I send out a signal —or rather Block here
does so, for me, using the convenient tower of
Smuggler’s Top...’

‘Oh! So it was Block!’ cried Sooty.

‘Then when the goods arrive,’ said Mr Barling,
‘ and again at a favourable moment I — er —dis-
pose of them, I cover my tracks very carefully, so
that no one can possibly accuse me because they
never have any real proof.’

‘Why are you telling me all this?’ said
Uncle Quentin scornfully. ‘It’s of no interest
to me. I'm only interested in a plan for drain-
ing the marshes, no in smuggling goods across
them!’

‘Exactly, my dear fellow!’ said Mr Barling.
‘T know that. I have even seen your plans and
read about your experiments and Mr Lenoir’s.
But the draining of the marsh means the end
of my own business! Once the marsh is
drained, once houses are built there, and roads
made, once the mists have gone, my business
goes too! A harbour may be built out there, at
the edge of the marshes —my ships can no
longer creep in unseen, bringing valuable car-
goes! Not only will my money go, but all the
excitement, which is more than life to me, will
go tool’

‘You’re mad!’ said uncle Quentin, in disgust.

Mr Barling was a little mad. He had always felt
a great satisfaction in being a successful smuggler
in days when smuggling was almost at an end. He
loved the thrill of knowing that his little ships
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were creeping in the mist towards the treacherous
marshes. He liked to know that men were making
their way over a small and narrow path over the
misty marsh to the appointed meeting-place, bring-
ing smuggled goods.

‘You should have lived a hundred years or more
agol’ said Sooty, also feeling that Mr Barling was a
little mad. ‘You don’t belong to nowadays.’

Mr Barling turned on Sooty, his eyes gleaming
dangerously in the light of the lantern.

‘Another word from you and I'll drop you in the
marshes!’ he said. Sooty felt a shiver go down his
back. He suddenly knew that Mr Barling really did
mean what he said. He was a dangerous man.
Uncle Quentin sensed it too. He looked at Mr Bar-
ling warily.

‘How do I come into this?’ he asked. ‘Why have
you kidnapped me?’

‘T know that Mr Lenoir is going to buy your
plans from you,’ said Mr Barling. ‘I know he is
going to drain the marsh by using your very excel-
lent ideas. You see, I know all about them! I know,
too, that Mr Lenoir hopes to make a lot of money
by selling the land once it is drained. It is all his,
that misty marsh —and no use to anyone now ex-
cept to me! But that marsh is not going to be
drained —I am going to buy your plans, not Mr
Lenoirl’

‘Do you want to drain the marsh, then?’ said
Uncle Quentin, in surprise.

Mr Barling laughed scornfully. ‘Nol Your
plans, and the results of your experiments, will be
burnt! They will be mine, but I shall not want to
use them. I want the marsh left as it is, secret,
covered with mist, and treacherous to all but me
and my men. So, my dear sir, you will please name
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your price to me, instead of to Mr Lenoir and sigh
this document, which I have had prepared, making
over all your plan to me!’

He flourished a large piece of paper in front of
Uncle Quentin. Sooty watched breathlessly.

Uncle Quentin picked up the paper. He tore it
into small pieces. He threw them into Mr Barling’s
face and said, scornfully: ‘I don’t deal with mad-
men, or with rogues, Mr Barling!’



CHAPTER NTY
Timmy to the rescue

Mr Barling went very pale. Sooty gave a loud
crow of delight. ‘Hurrah! Good for you, Uncle
Quentin!’

Block gave a loud exclamation, and darted to
the excited boy. He took him by the shoulder, and
raised the rope to thrash him.

‘That’s right,’ said Mr Barling, in a funny kind
of hissing voice. ‘Deal with him first, Block and
then with this —this —stubborn —obstinate —
fooll We'll soon bring them to their senses. A good
thrashing now and again, a few days here in the
dark, without any food —ah, that will make them
more biddablel’

Sooty yelled at the top of his voice. Uncle Quen-
tin leapt to his feet. The rope came down and Sooty
yelled again.

Then there suddenly came the pattering of
quick feet, and something flung itself on
Block. Block gave a scream of pain and
turned. He knocked the lantern over by acci-
dent, and the light went out. There was a
sound of fierce growling. Block staggered
about trying to keep off the creature that had
fastened itself on to him.

‘Barling! Help mel’ he shouted.

Mr Barling went to his aid, but was attacked in
his turn. Uncle Quentin and Sooty listened in
amazement and fear. What creature was this that
had suddenly arrived? Would it attack them next?
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Was it a giant rat —or some fierce wild animal
that haunted these tunnels?

The fierce animal suddenly barked. Sooty
cheered.

‘TIMMY! It’s you, Timmy! Oh, good dog, good
dog! Go for him, then go for him! Bite him, Timmy,
hard.’

The two frightened men could do nothing
against the angry dog. Soon they were running
down the tunnel as fast as they could go, feeling
for the string for fear of being lost. Timmy chased
them with much enjoyment, and then returned to
Sooty and George’s father, rather pleased with
himself.

He had a tremendous welcome. George’s father
made a great fuss of him, and Sooty put his arms
round the big dog’s neck.

‘How did you come here? Did you find your way
out of the secret passage you’ve been in? Are you
half-starved? Look, here’s some food.’

Timmy ate heartily. He had managed to devour
a few rats, but otherwise had had no food at all. He
had licked the drops that here and there he had
found dripping from the roof, so he had not been
thirsty. But he had certainly been extremely puz-
zled and worried. He had never before been so long
away from his beloved mistressl

‘Uncle Quentin —Timmy could take us safely
back to Smuggler’s Top, couldn’t he?’ said Sooty,
suddenly. He spoke to Timmy. ‘Can you take us
home, old boy? Home, to George?’

Timmy listened, with his ears cocked up. He ran
down the passage a little way, but soon came back.
He did not like the idea of going down there. He
felt that enemies were waiting for them all. Mr
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Barling and Block were not likely to give in quite
80 easily!

But Timmy knew other ways about the tunnels
that honeycombed the hillside. He knew, for in-
stance, the way down to the marsh! So he set off in
the darkness, with Uncle Quentin’s hand on his
collar, and Sooty following close behind, holding on
to Uncle Quentin’s coat.

It wasn’t easy or pleasant. Uncle Quentin won-
dered at times if Timmy really did know where he
was going. They went down and down, stumbling
over uneven places, sometimes knocking their
heads against an unexpected low piece of roof. It
was not a pleasant journey for Uncle Quentin, for
he had no shoes on his feet, and was dressed only
in pyjamas and rugs.

After a long time they came out on the edge of
the marsh itself, at the bottom of the hilll It was a
desolate place, and the mists were over it, so that
neither Sooty nor Uncle Quentin knew which way
to turn!

‘Never mind,’ said Sooty, ‘we can easily leave it
to Timmy. He knows the way all right. He’ll take
us back to the town, and once there we’ll know the
way home ourselves!’

But suddenly, to their surprise and dismay,
Timmy stopped dead, pricking up his ears, whined
and would go no farther. He looked thoroughly
miserable and unhappy. What could be the matter?

Then, with a bark, the big dog left the two by
themselves, and galloped back into the tunnel they
had just left. He disappeared completely!

‘Timmy!’ yelled Sooty. ‘Timmy! Come here!
Don’t leave us! TIMMY!

But Timmy was gone; why, neither Sooty nor
Uncle Quentin knew. They stared at one another.
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‘Well —I suppose we’d better try to make our
way over this marshy bit,” said Uncle Quentin,
doubtfully, putting a foot out to see if the ground
was hard. It wasn’t! He drew back his foot at once.

The mists were so thick that it was really im-
possible to see anything. Behind them was the
opening to the tunnel. A steep rocky cliff rose up
about it. There was no path that way, it was cer-
tain. Somehow they had to make their way round
the foot of the hill to the main-road that entered
the town —but the way lay over marshy ground!

‘Let’s sit down and wait for a bit to see if
Timmy comes back,’ said Sooty. So they sat down
on a rock at the entrance to the tunnel and waited.

Sooty began to think of the others. He wondered
what they had thought when they had discovered
that both he and Uncle Quentin were missing. How
astonished they must have been!

‘I wonder what the others are domg?’ he said,
aloud. ‘I’d love to know!’

The others, as we know, had been domg plenty.
They had found the opening in the window-seat
where Mr Barling had taken the captives, and they
had gone down it and actually seen Mr Barling and
Block on their way to talk to Uncle Quentin and
Sooty!

They had found out, too, that Block hadn’t been
in his bed —he had left a dummy there instead.
Now everyone was talking at once, and Mr Lenoir
was suddenly convinced that Block had been a spy,
put in his house by Mr Barling, and not the good
servant he had appeared!

Once Julian felt that he was convinced of this
he spoke to him more freely, and told him of the
way through the window-seat, and of how they had
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seen Mr Barling and Block that very day, in th
underground tunnels!

‘Good heavens!’ said Mr Lenoir, now look-
ing thoroughly alarmed. ‘Barling must be mad!
I've always thought he was a bit strange —but
he must be absolutely mad to kidnap people
like this —and Block must be, too. This is a
plot! They’ve heard what I've been planning
with your uncle —and they’ve made up their
minds to stop it because it will interfere with
their smuggling. Goodness knows what they’ll
do now! This is serious!’

‘If only we had Timmy!’ suddenly said George.

Mr Lenoir looked astonished.

‘Who’s Timmy?’

‘Well, you might as well know everything now,’
said Julian, and he told Mr Lenoir about Timmy,
and how they had hidden him.

‘Very foolish of you,’ said Mr Lenoir, shortly,
looking displeased. ‘If you’d told me I would have
had someone in the town look after him. I can’t
help not liking dogs. I detest them, and never will
have them in the house. But I would willingly have
arranged for him to be boarded out, if I'"d known
you’d brought him.’

The children felt sorry and a little ashamed. Mr
Lenoir was an odd, hot-tempered person, but he
didn’t seem nearly as horrid as they had thought
he was.

‘I'd like to go and see if I can find Timmy,’ said
George. ‘You’ll get the police in now, I suppose, Mr
Lenoir, and perhaps we could go and find Timmy?
We know the way into the secret passage from
your study.’

‘Oh —so0 that’s why you were hiding there in
the afternoon yesterday,” said Mr Lenoir. ‘I
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thought you were a very bad boy. Well, go and try
and find him if you like, but don’t let him come
anywhere near me. I really cannot bear dogs in the
house.’

He went to telephone the police-station again.
Mrs Lenoir, her eyes red with crying, stood by him.
George slipped away to the study, followed by Dick
and Julian and Anne. Marybelle stayed beside her
mother.

‘Come on —let's get into that secret passage
and try and find old Timmy,’ said George. ‘If we
all go, and whistle and shout and call, he’s sure to
hear us!’

They found the way into the passage, by doing
the things they had done before. The panel slid
back,and then another, larger opening came as be-
fore. They all squeezed through it, and found
themselves in the very narrow passage that led
from the study up to Sooty’s bedroom.

But Timmy was not therel The children were
surprised, but George soon thought why.

‘Do you. remember Sooty telling us there
was a way into this passage from the dinning-
room, as well as from the study and Sooty’s
bedroom? Well, I believe I saw a door or some-
thing there, as we passed where the dining-
room must be, and it’s likely Timmy may have
pushed through, and gone into another pas-
sage somewhere.’

They went back, one by one. They came to
the dining-room —or rather, they walked be-
hind the dining-room wall. There they saw the
door that George had noticed as they passed
—a door, small and set quite flat to the wall,
so that it was difficult to see. George pushed
it. It opened easily, and then flapped shut,
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with a little click. It could be opened from one
side but not from the other.

‘That’s where Timmy’s gone!’ said George, and
she pushed the door open again. ‘He pushed
against the door and it opened —he went through,
and the door fastened itself so that he couldn’t get
back. Come on, we must find him.’

They all went through the small door. It
was so low that they had to bend their heads
to go through, even Anne. They found them-
selves in a passage rather like the one they
had just left, but not quite so narrow. It sud-
denly began to go downwards. Julian called
back to the others.

‘I believe it goes down to the passages where we
used to take Timmy when we let him down into
that pit to go for a walk! Yes, look —we’ve come to
where the pit itself is!’

They went on, calling Timmy, and whistling
loudly, but no Timmy came. George began to feel
worried.

‘Hallo! —Surely this is where we came out when
we climbed down all those steps from the window-
seat passage!’ said Dick, suddenly. ‘Yes, it is. Look,
there’s the tunnel where we saw Block and Mr Bar-
ling going!’

‘Oh —do you think they’ve done something to
Timmy?’ said George, in a -frightened voice. ‘I
never thought of that!’

Everyone felt alarmed. It was strange that
Block and Mr Barling could go about unmo-
lested by Timmy if Timmy was somewhere
near! Could they have harmed him in any
way? They had no idea that Timmy was at
that very minute with George’s father and
Sooty!
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‘Look at this!’ said Julian, suddenly, and he
shone his torch on to something to show the
others. ‘String! String going right down this tun-
nel. Why?’

‘It’s the tunnel that Mr Barling and Block
took!” said George. ‘I believe it leads to where
they’ve taken my father and Sooty! They’re keep-
ing them prisoners down herel I'm going to follow
the string and find them! Who’s coming with me?’



CHAPTER TWENTY ONE
A journey through the hill

‘I’'m coming!’ said everyone at once. As if they
would let George go alonel

So down the dark tunnel they went, feeling
the string and following it. Julian ran it
through his fingers, and the others followed
behind, holding hands. It would not do for
anyone to get lost.

After about ten minutes they came to the round
cave where Sooty and George’s father had been the
night before. They were not there now, of course —
they were on their way down to the marsh!

‘Hallo, look! This is where they must have
been!’ cried Julian, shining his torch round. ‘A
bench —with tumbled rush —and an over-turned
lamp. And look here, scraps of paper torn into bits!
Something’s been happening here!’

Quick-witted George pieced it together in
her mind. ‘Mr Barling took them here and left
them. Then he came back with some sort of
proposal to Father, who refused it! There must
have been a struggle of some sort and the
lamp got broken. Oh —I do hope Father and
Sooty got away all right.’

Julian felt gloomy. ‘ I hope to goodness they
haven't gone wandering about these awful tunnels.
Even Sooty doesn’t know a quarter of them I wish
I knew what’s happened.’

‘Someone’s coming!’ suddenly said Dick. ‘Snap
out the light, Ju.’
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Julian snapped off the torch he carried. At once
they were all in darkness. They crouched at the
back of the cave, listening.

Yes —footsteps were coming. Rather cautious
footsteps. ‘Sound like two or three people,” whis-
pered Dick. They came nearer. Whoever was com-
ing was plainly following the tunnel where the
string was.

‘Mr Barling perhaps —and Block,” whispered
George. ‘Come to have another talk with Father!
But he’s gone!’

A brilliant light flashed suddenly round the
cave —and picked out the huddled children. There
was a loud exclamation of astonishment.

‘Good heavens! Who’s here? What’s all this?’

It was Mr Barling’s voice. Julian stood up,
blinking in the bright light.

‘We came to look for my uncle and Sooty,’ he
said. ‘Where are they?’

‘Aren’t they here?’ said Mr Barling, seeming
surprised. ‘And is that horrible brute of a dog
gone?’

‘Oh —was Timmy here?’ cried George, joyfully.
‘Where is he?’

There were two other men with Mr Barling. One
was Block. The other was his servant. Mr Barling
put down the lantern he was carrying.

‘Do you meant to say you don’t know where
the others are?’ he said, uneasily. ‘If they’ve
gone off on their own, they’ll never come
back.’

Anne gave a little scream. ‘It’s all your fault,
you horrid man!’

‘Shut up, Annel’ said Julian. ‘Mr Barling,” he
said, turning to the angry smuggler, ‘I think you’d
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better come back with us and explain things. Mr
Lenoir is now talking to the police.’

‘Oh, is he?’ said Mr Barling. ‘Then I. think it
would be as well for us all to stay down here for a
while! Yes, you tool I'll make Mr Lenoir squirm!
I’ll hold you all prisoners —and this time you shall
be bound so that you don’t go wandering off like
the others! Got some rope, Block?’

Block stepped forward with the other man. They
caught hold of George first, very roughly.

She screamed loudly. ‘Timmy! Timmy! Where
are you? Timmy, come and help! Oh, TIMMY!’

But no Timmy came. She was soon in a corner
with her hands tied behind her. Then they turned
to Julian.

'You’re mad,’ Julian said to Mr Barling, who
was standing nearby, holding the lantern. ‘You
must be mad to do things like this.’

‘Timmy!’ shouted George, trying to free her
hands. ‘Timmy, Timmy, Timmy!’

Timmy didn’t hear. He was too far away. But
the dog suddenly felt uneasy. He was with George’s
father and Sooty at the edge of the marsh, about to
lead them round the hill to safety. But he stopped
and listened. He could hear nothing of course. But
Timmy knew that George was in danger. He knew
that his beloved little mistress needed him.

His ears did not tell him, nor did his nose. But
his heart told him. George was in danger!

He turned and fled back into the tunnel.
He tore up the winding passages at top speed,
painting.

And, quite suddenly, just as Julian was angrily
submitting to have his hands tied tightly together,
a furry thunderbolt arrived! It was Timmy!
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‘He smelt his enemy, Mr Barling, again! He
smelt Block. Grrrrrrrrrr-rrrrrr!

‘Here’s that awful dog again!’ yelled Block, and
leapt away from Julian. ‘Where’s your gun, Bar-
ling?’

But Timmy didn’t worry about guns. He leapt
at Mr Barling and got him on the floor. He gave
him a nip in the shoulder that made him yell. Then
he leapt at Block, and got him down, too. The other
man fled.

‘Call your dog off; call him off, or he’ll kill us!’
cried Mr Barling, struggling up, his shoulder pain-
ing him terribly. But nobody said a word. Let
Timmy do what he liked!

It wasn’t long before all three of the men had
gone into the dark tunnel, staggering about with-
out a light, trying to find their way back. But they
missed the siring, and went wandering away in the
darkness, groaning and terrified.

Timmy came running back very pleased with
himself. He went to George and, whining with joy,
he licked his little mistress from head to foot. And
George, who never cried, was most astonished to
find the tears pouring down her cheeks. ‘But I'm
glad, not sad!l’ she said. ‘Oh, somebody undo my
hands! I can’t pat Timmy!’

Dick undid her hands and Julian’s. Then they
all had a marvellous time making a fuss of Timmy.
And what a fuss he made of them too! He whined
and barked, he rolled over and over, he licked them
and butted them all with his head. He was wild
with delight.

‘Oh Timmy —it’s lovely to have you again,’
said George, happily. ‘Now you can lead us to the
others. I'm sure you know where Father is,
Timmy and Sooty.’
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Timmy did, of course. He set off, his tail wag-
ging, George’s hand on his collar, and the others
behind in a line, holding hands.

They had the lantern with them and two
torches, so they could see the way easily. But
they would never have taken the right tunnels
if Timmy hadn’t been with them. The dog had
explored them all thoroughly, and his sense of
smell enabled him to go the right way without
mistake.

‘He’s a marvellous dog,” said Anne. ‘I think
he’s the best dog in the world, George.’

‘Of course he is,’ said George, who had always
thought that ever since she had had Timmy as a
puppy. ‘Darling Tim —wasn’t it wonderful when
he came racing up and jumped at Block just as he
was tying Julian’s hands? He must have known we
needed him!’

‘I suppose he’s taking us to wherever your
father and Sooty are,’ said Dick. ‘He seems certain
of the way. We'’re going steadily downhill. I bet
we’ll be at the marshes soon!’

When they at last came to the bottom of the
hill, and emerged from the tunnel in the mists,
George gave a yell. ‘Look! There’s Father —and
Sooty tool’

‘Uncle Quentin!’ shouted Julian, Dick and
Anne. ‘Sootyl Hallo, here we are!’

Uncle Quentin and Sooty turned in the greatest
surprise. They jumped up and went to meet the dog
and the excited children.

‘How did you get here?’ said George’s
father, giving her a hug. ‘Did Timmy go back
for you? He suddenly deserted us and fled
back into the tunnel.’

373



‘What’s happened?’ asked Sooty, eagerly,
knowing that the others would have plenty of news
to tell him.

‘Heaps,’ said George, her face glowing. It was
so nice all to be together again, Timmy too. She and
Julian and Dick began to tell everything in turn,
and then her father told his tale, too, interrupted a
little by Sooty.

‘Well,’ said Julian at last, ‘I suppose we ought
to be getting back, or the police will be sending out
blood-hounds to trace us alll Mr Lenoir will be sur-
prised to see us all turning up together.’

‘I wish I wasn’t in pyjamas,’ said his uncle,
drawing the rugs about him. ‘I shall feel most pe-
culiar walking the streets like this!’

‘Never mind —it’s awfully misty now,’ said
George, and she shivered a little, for the air was
damp. ‘Timmy —show us the way out of this place.
I'm sure you know it.’

Timmy had never been out of the tunnel before,
but he seemed to know what to do. He set off round
the foot of the hill, the rest following, marvelling
at the way Timmy found a dry path to follow. In
the mist it was almost impossible to see which place
was safe to walk on and which was not. The trea-
cherous marsh was all around them!

‘Hurrah! There’s the roadl’ cried Julian, sud-
denly, as they came in sight of the roadway built
over the marsh, running up the hill from the salty
stretches of mud. They picked their way to it, their
feet soaked with wet mud. Timmy tried to take a
flying leap on to it.

But somehow or other he slipped! He fell back
into the marsh, tried to find a safe foothold and
couldn’t. He whined.
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‘Timmy! Oh look, he’s in the mud —and he’s
sinkingl’ screamed George, in panic. ‘Timmy,
Timmy, I’m coming!’

She was about to step down into the marsh to
rescue Tim, but her father pulled her back roughly.
‘Do you want to sink in, too?’ he cried. ‘Timmy
will get out all right.’

But he wasn’t getting out. He was sinking. ‘Do
something, oh, do something!’ shouted George,
struggling to get away from her father’s hold. ‘Oh,
save Timmy, quick!’



CHAPTER TWENTY TWO
Things come right at last

But what could anyone do? In despair they all
gazed at poor Timmy, who was struggling with all
his might in the sinking mud. ‘He’s going down!’
wept Anne.

Suddenly there came the sound of rumbling
wheels along the road to the hill. It was a
lorry carrying a load of goods —coal, coke,
planks, logs, sacks of various things. George
yelled to it.

‘Stop, stop! Help us! Our dog’s in the marsh.’

The lorry came to a stop. George’s father ran
his eye over the things it carried. In a trice he and
Julian were dragging out some planks from the
load. They threw these into the marsh, and , using
them as stepping-stones, the two reached poor
sinking Timmy.

The lorry-driver jumped down to help. Into the
marsh, crosswise on the other planks, went some
more wood, to make a safe path. The first lot were
already sinking in the mud.

‘Uncle Quentin’s got Timmy —he’s pulling him
upl! He’s got him!’ squealed Anne.

George had sat down suddenly at the edge of the
road looking white. She saw that Timmy would
now be rescued, and she felt sick with shock and
relief.

It was a difficult business getting Timmy right
out, for the mud was strong, and sucked him down
as hard as it could. But at last he was out, and he
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staggered across the sinking planks, trying to wag
a very muddy tail.

Muddy as he was, George flung her arms round
him. ‘Oh Timmy —what a fright you gave us alll
Oh, how you smell —but I don’t care a bit! I
thought you were gone, poor, poor Timmy!’

The lorry-driver looked ruefully at his planks in
the marsh. They were now out of sight beneath the
mud. Uncle Quentin, feeling rather foolish in py-
jamas and rugs, spoke to him.

‘I’ve no money on me now, but if you’ll call at
Smuggler’s Top sometime I'll pay you well for your
lost planks and your help.’

‘Well, I'm delivering some coal to the house
next to Smuggler’s Top,” said the man, eyeing
Uncle Quentin’s curious attire. ‘Maybe you’d all
like a lift? There's plenty of room at the back
there.’

It was getting dark now, as well as being foggy,
and everyone was tired. Thankfully they climbed
up into the lorry, and it roared up the hill into
Castaway. Soon they were at Smuggler’s Top, and
they all clambered down, suddenly feeling rather
stiff.

‘I’ll be calling tomorrow,’ said the driver. ‘Can’t
stop now. Good evening to you alll’

The little company rang the bell. Sarah came
hurrying to the door. She almost fell over in sur-
prise as she saw everyone standing there in the
light of the hall-lamp.

‘Lands’ sakes!’ she said. ‘You're all back! My,
Mr and Mrs Lenoir will be glad —they’ve got the
police hunting everywhere for you! They've gone
down secret passages, and they’ve been to Mr Bar-
ling’s, and...” '
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Timmy bounced into the hall, the mud now
drying on him, so that he looked most peculiar.
Sarah gave a scream. ‘What’s that? Gracious, it
can’t be a dog!’

‘Come here, Tim!’ said George, suddenly remem-
bering that Mr Lenoir detested dogs. ‘Sarah, do
you think you’d have poor Timmy in the kitchen
with you? I really can’t turn him out into the
streets —you’ve no idea how brave he’s been.’

‘Come along, come along!’ said her father, im-
patient with all this talk. ‘Lenoir can put up with
Timmy for a few minutes, surely!’

‘Oh, Il have him with pleasure!l’ said Sarah.
‘T’ll give him a bath. That’s what he wants. Mr and
Mrs Lenoir are in the sitting-room. Oh, shall I get
you some clothes?’

The little party went in, and made their way to
the sitting-room, while Timmy went docilely to the
kitchen with the excited Sarah. Mr Lenoir heard
the talking and flung open the sitting-room door.

Mrs Lenoir fell on Sooty, tears pouring down
her cheeks. Marybelle pawed at him in delight, just
as if she was a dogl! Mr Lenoir rubbed his hands,
clapped everyone on the back, and said: ‘Well, welll
Fine to see you all safe and sound. Well, welll
What a tale you’ve got to tell, I'm surel’

‘It’s a strange tale, Lenoir,” said George’s
father. ‘Very strange. But I’'ll have to see to my
feet before I tell it. I've walked miles in my bare
feet, and they’re very painful now!’

So, with bits of tales pouring out from
everyone, the household bustled round and got hot
water for bathing Uncle Quentin’s feet, a dressing-
gown for him, food for everyone, and hot drinks.
It was really a most exciting time, and now that
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the thrills were all over, the children felt rather
important to be able to relate so much.

Then the police came in, of course, and the In-
spector at once asked a lot of questions. Everyone
wanted to answer them, but the Inspector said that
only George’s father, Sooty and George were to tell
the tale. They knew most about everything.

Mr Lenoir was perhaps the most surprised per-
son there. When he heard how Mr Barling had ac-
tually offered to buy the plans for draining the
marsh, and how he had frankly admitted to being a
smuggler, he sat back in his chair, unable to say a
word.

‘He’s mad, of coursel’ said the Inspector of
Police. ‘Doesn’t seem to live in this world at alll’

‘That’s just what I said to him,’ said Sooty, ‘I
tol(()ll him he ought to have lived a hundred years
agi ’

‘Well, we’ve tried to catch him in the
smuggling business many and many a time,’ said
the Inspector, ‘but he was too artful. Fancy him
planting Block here as a spy, sir —that was a
clever bit of work —and Block using your tower as
a signalling place! Bit of nerve, that! And Block
isn’t deaf, after all? That was clever, too —sending
him about, pretending he was stone-deaf, so that
he could catch many a bit of knowledge not meant
for his ears!’

‘Do you think we ought to do something about
Block and Mr Barling and the other man?’ said
Julian, suddenly. ‘For all we know they’re still
wandering about in that maze of tunnels —and two
of them are bitten by Timmy, we know.’

‘Ah yes —that dog saved your lives, I should
think,” said the Inspector. ‘A bit of luck, that.
Sorry you don’t like dogs, Mr Lenoir, but I’'m sure
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you’ll admit it was a lucky thing for you all that he
was wandering about!’

‘Yes —yes, it was,” said Mr Lenoir. ‘Of
course, Block never wanted dogs here, either
—he was afraid they might bark at his curious
comings and goings, I suppose. By the way —
where is this marvellous dog? I don’t mind
seeing him for a moment —though I do detest
dogs, and always shall.’

‘I’ll get him,’ said George. ‘I only hope Sarah’s
done what she said, and bathed him. He was aw-
fully muddy!’

She went out and came back with Timmy. But
what a different Timmy! Sarah had given him a
good hot bath, and had dried him well. He smelt
sweet and fresh, his coat was springy and clean,
and he had had a good meal. He was feeling very
pleased with himself and everything.

‘Timmy —meet a friend,” said George to him,
solemnly. Timmy looked at Mr Lenoir out of his
big brown eyes. He trotted straight up to him, and
held up his right paw politely to shake hands, as
George had taught him.

Mr Lenoir was rather taken aback. He was not
used to good manners in dogs. He couldn’t help
putting out his hand to Timmy —and the two
shook hands in a most friendly manner. Timmy
didn’t attempt to lick Mr Lenoir or jump up at
him. He took away his paw, gave a little wuff as if
to say ‘How-do-you-do?’ and then went back to
George. He lay down quietly beside her. ‘Well —he
doesn’t seem like a dogl’ said Mr Lenoir in sur-
prise.

‘Oh, he is,’ said George, at once, very earnestly.
‘He’s a real, proper dog, Mr Lenoir —only much,
much cleverer than most dogs are. Could I keep
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him, please, while we stay here, and get someone in
the town to look after him?’

‘Well —seeing he is such a very fine fellow —
and seems so sensible —I’ll let you have him here,’
said Mr Lenoir, making a great effort to be gener-
ous. ‘Only —please keep him out of my way. ‘I'm
sure a sensible boy like you will see to that.’

Everyone grinned when Mr Lenoir called George
a boy. He never seemed to realise she was a girl.
She grinned, too. She wasn’t going to tell him she
wasn’t a boy!

‘You’ll never see him!’ she said, joyfully. ‘I’ll
keep him right out of your way. Thank you very
much. It’s awfully good of you.’

The Inspector liked Timmy, too. He looked at
him and nodded across to George. ‘When you want
to get rid of him, sell him to me!’ he said. ‘We
could do with a dog like that in our police force!
Soon round up the smugglers for us!’

George didn’t even bother to replyl As if she
would ever sell Timmy, or let him go into the police
force!

All the same, the Inspector had to call on
Timmy for help before long. When the next day
came, and no one had found Mr Barling and his
companions in the maze of tunnels, and they
hadn’t turned up anywhere, the Inspector asked
George if she would let Timmy go down into the
tunnels and hunt them out.

‘Can’t leave them there, lost and starving,’ he
said. ‘Bad as they are we’ll have to rescue them!
Timmy is the only one who can find them.’

That was true, of course. So Timmy once more
went underground into the hill, and hunted for his
enemies. He found them after a while, lost in the
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maze of passages, hungry and thirsty, in pain and
frightened.

He took them like sheep to where the police
waited for them. And after that Mr Barling and
his friends disappeared from public life for quite a
long time!

‘The police must be glad to have got them
at last,” said Mr Lenoir. ‘They have tried to
stop this smuggling for a long time. They even
suspected me at one time! Barling was a clever
fellow, though I still think’ he was half mad.
When Block found out my ideas about drain-
ing the marsh, Barling was afraid that once
the mists and the marsh were gone, that
would be the end of all his excitement —no
more smuggling! No more waiting for his little
ships to come creeping up in the fog —no
more lines of men slipping across the secret
ways of the marsh —no more signalling, no
more hiding away of smuggled goods. Did you
know that the police had found a cave full of
them inside the hill?’

It was an exciting adventure to talk about, now
that it was all over. The children felt sorry about
one thing, though —they were sorry that they had
thought Mr Lenoir so horrid. He was a strange
man in many ways, but he could be kind and jolly
too.
‘Did you know we're leaving Smuggler’s Top?’
said Sooty. ‘Mother was so terribly upset when I
disappeared, that Father promised her he’d sell the
place and leave Castaway, if I came back safe and
sound. Mother’s thrilled!’

‘So am I,” said Marybelle. ‘I don’t like
Smuggler’s Top —it’s so weird and secret and
lonely!’
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‘Well, if it will make you all happy to leave it,
I'm glad,’ said Julian ‘But I like it! I think it’s a
lovely place, set on a hill-top like

this, with mists at its foot, and secret ways all
about it. I'll be sorry never to come here again, if
you leave.’

‘So will I,” said Dick, and Anne and George
nodded.

‘It’s an adventurous place!’ said George, patting
Timmy. ‘Isn’t it, Timmy? Do you like it, Timmy?
Have you enjoyed your adventure here?’

‘Woof!’” said Timmy, and thumped his tail on
the floor. Of course he had enjoyed himself. He al-
ways did, so long as George was anywhere about.

‘Well —now perhaps we’ll have a nice peaceful
time!’ said Marybelle. ‘I don’t want any more ad-
ventures.’

‘Ah, but we do!’ said the others. So no doubt
they will get them. Adventures always come to the
adventurous, there’s no doubt about that!
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